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LETTER NO.  1. 

Munitions  Building 

Jauuary  1,  1938  Washington,  D. C. 


The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

. .©Oo— — 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  EXPRESSES  NEED  FOR  BALAITCSD  AIR  CORPS  PROGRAM 


In  a letter  of  November  3,  1937,  to 
the  Ai.on.  harry  u.  Woodring,  Secretary  of 
War,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Horner,  President  of 
the  National  Aeronautic  Association, 
stated: 

"Many  of  our  members  have  asked  me  as 
President  of  the  National  Aeronautic  As- 
sociation how  our  organization  may  aid 
the  War  Department  in  accon^lishing  its 
aviation  program. 

"The  National  Aeronautic  Association 
is  a non-profit  organization,  national 
in^ character  and  scope,  as  its  name  im- 
lies,  having  chapters  in  every  state, 
t is  non-political  and  derives  no  sup- 
port from  any  branch  of  the  government. 
We  believe  that  our  organization,  and 
our  membership  as  individuals,  may  aid 
the  Army  considerably  toward  a realiza- 
tion of  its  plans  for  our  national  air 
defense. 

"I  shall  appreciate  it,  provided  you 
agree  with  me  in  this  belief,  if  you 
will  advise  me  exactly  what  the  Arn^’ s 
air  program  is  in  order  that  I may  in- 
form our  chapters  and  membership  accord- 
ingly, It  is  fully  realized  that  cer- 
tain phases  or  parts  of  your  program  may 
be  confidential;  it  is  hoped,  however, 
that  you  can  release  enough  ©f  it  to  me 
so  that  we  can  aid  you  in  securing  the 
support  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. " 

Expressing  his  appreciation  for  tho 
offer  of  the  cooperation  with  the  War 
Department  of  the  National  Aeronautic 
Association  and  stating  that  it  is  most 
encouraging  to  know  that  organizations 
of  this  character  may  be  depended  upon 
for  cooperation  in  matters  so  vital  to 
the  National  Defense,  Mr.  Woodring,  in  a 
letter  dated  November  9,  1937,  advised 
Mr,  Horner  that  the  Arn^  Aviation  Pro- 
gram is  undergoing  constant  stu(^;  that 
future  programs  are  now  under  discussion, 
and  that  he  would  take  the  matter  up 
further  with  him  later  on. 

In  a letter  cf  December  10,  1937,  Mr. 
Woodring  wrote  Mr.  Horner  as  follows; 

"As  indicated  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
November  9,  1937,  further  study  has  been 
given  in  an  effort  to  provide  a more  de- 
tailed^ answer  to  your  request  for  the 
Army  Air  Corps  program. 

"The  following  are  some  specific  sug- ■ 
gestions  containirig  details  of  our  pro- 


gram: 

"a.  The  Army  Air  Corps  is  faced  annu- 
ally with  procuring  and  training  several 
hundred  Flying  Cadets  at  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  Randolph  Field,  Texas. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to^ 
obtain  the  necessary  quota  of  Cadet  appli 
cants,  I think  this  is  due  in  no  small 
degree  to  our  lack  of  adequate  facili- 
ties for  a widespread  publicity  campaign 
to  acquaint  college  graduates  with  what 
the  Army  Air  Corps  has  to  offer.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  for  the  college  graduate 
to  obtain  one  year's  flying  instruction 
at  the  finest  flying  training  school  in 
the  world,  plus  the  added  inducement  of 
one  to  five  years  active  duty  as  a Re- 
serve officer,  with  pay  and  allowances 
in  grade.  The  Flying  Cadet  is  paid 
$75.00  per  month,  is  provided  clothing, 
food  and  shelter  wiiile  undergoing  train- 
ing. It  seems  to  me  that  if  every  col- 
lege graduate  knew  of  this  wonderful  op- 
portunity we  would  be  flooded  by  more 
flying  cadet  applications  than  we  could 
accommodate.  I believe  your  organiza- 
tion can  eJ.d  materially  in  acquainting 
this  class  nf  young  men  with  the  unusual 
opportunities  available  to  it. 

"b.  T^e  major  portion  of  the  present 
Air^Corps  problem  may  be  divided  into 
three  parts: 

Planes  and  accessory  equipment; 

Personnel;  and 

Ground  installations  and  establish- 
ments. 

The  War  Department  has  recently  brought 
up  to  date  studies  showing  what  is  need- 
ed in  each  of  these  categories  to  bring 
them  to  parity  and  to  complete  a balanced 
program,  I am  sure  you  will  understand 
why  it  is  not  now  possible  to  make  this 
program  public.  First,  it  must  be  sub- 
mitted in  detailed  estimates,  and  passed 
upon  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  and  the 
President.  When  the  President  forwards 
to  the  Congress  the  Executive  recommenda- 
tions on  these  features,  the  National 
Aeronautic  Association  can  aid  material- 
ly hy  advising  all  inquirers  of  that  pro- 
gram, In  the  mean  time,  it  undoubtedly 
will  aid  materially  for  you  to  publicize 
among  your  members  the  fact  that  the  TiTar 
Department  does  have  an  up-to-date  cur- 
rent program  for  an  adequate  air  defense. 
I feel  that  much  of  the  criticism  which 
L-  V-7588,  A.C. 
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has-  heen  leveled  at  the  War  Department 
on  the  subject  of  aviation  in  the  past, 
was  because  it  was  not  generally  knovra 
that  we  did  have  a completed  program  to-  j 
ward  which  we  are  working  just  as  rapidiyj 
as  funds  are  provided. 

"(1)  On  the  subject  of  aircraft,  I ad-  | 
vised  you  in  my  last  letter  that  the  War  ! 
Department  was  endeavoring  to  supply  a 1 
total  of  2320  airplanes  to  the  Array  Air  I 
Corps  by  1940;  and  that  it  is  proposed 
to  m.aintain  that  figure  by  an  annual  pro-: 
vision  of  about  400  planes  of  the  most 
moderii  types. 

"(2)  on  txie  subject  of  accessory  ma- 
teriel and  equipment,  it  is  evident  that 
there  must  be  an  increase  in  operating 
funds  and  in  funds  for  the  procurement 
of  accessories,  such  as  engines,  plane 
and  engine  instruments,  navigational 
equipment,  and  armament  commensurate 
with  this  increase  in  plane  strength. 

"(3)  With  reference  to  personnel,  it 
is  not  now  possible  to  provide  addition-  j 
al  personnel  for  'che  Air  Corps,  but  re-  ■ i 
medial  legislation  has  been  recommended  ! 
to  ameliorate  this  serious  situation.,  ■ ! 

"(4)  Concerning  ground  installations  . j 
and  establishments,  they,  too,  are  being  ! 
provided  for  in  our  estimates.  Obvious-  1 
ly,  since  these  buildings, . flying  fields,' 
and  air  bases,  and  installations  are  very  i 
expensive,  they  can  not  be  provided  at  ,•  | 
one  time,  but  must  come  in  properly  bal-  | 
anced  increments  as  the  planes  are  sup-  | 
plied.  I 

."c.  One  very  iraportaut  sub-division  of  j 
milTtary  aviation  concerns  experimental  ; 
development.  If  our  experimenta-1  pro-_  ■ I 
gram  be  not  adequate  and  up-to-date  this  | 
year,  our  airplane  procurements  for  j 

years  to  come  must  be  adversely  affected;! 
whereas  in  past  years  our  experimental  ■ ! 
program  had  led  the  world,  several  other  j 
nations  are  now  spending  vast  sums  on  i 

aeronautical  experimentation  and,  unless  j 
we  can  continue  to  provide  ample  funds  i 
for  our  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  1 

Field,  there  is  grave  danger  that  we  may  I 
be  left  behind,  may  lose  our  present  pre- 
eminent position.  This  is  vital,  and 
your  .organization  can  do  much  to  make 
this  point  clear  to  your  members  and 
those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  and 


is  desirable  that  it  be  practically  on  a 
war  footing  in  time  of  peace. * 

"I  wish  again  to  thank  you  for  your  of- 
fer of  assistance  to  us.  I agree  fully  n 
that  your  organization,  a nationally  ^ 
knov/n,  non-partisan  group,  composed  of 
patriotic  men  and  women  can  do  much  to 
help  us  realize  our  aims  for  national  de- 
fense by  making  our  program  known  to  our 
people." 

oOo- — 


ARMY  AIR  CORPS  BUYS  PURSUIT  AIRPLAITES 


The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Hon. 
Louis  Johnson,  announced  on  December  11, 
1937,  the  award  to  the  Curtiss  Division 
of  the  Curtiss-Wright  Corporation  of 
Buffalo,  Hew  York,  of  a contract  for  a 
service-test  lot  of  thirteen  P-37  Pur- 
suit airplanes  and  the  necessary  spare 
parts,  amoiuiting  in  all  to  3531,305.12. 

Tlie  Curtiss  P-37  is  an  all-metal,  low- 

to  the  Curtiss  P-36  Pursuit,  of  which 
this  Company  is  now  building^ 210  for  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  except  that  it  is  design- 
ed for  a'  liquid-cooled  instead  of  an  air- 
co,oled  engine  with  which  the  P-36  is 
powered.  This  change  in  power  plant,  and 
numerous  other  minor  improvements  in. 
streamlining  and  structural  design  have 
made  possible- a; further  improvement  in 
the  flying  characteristics  so  satisfacto- 
ry in  the.  airplane  of  v/hich  this  is  an 
improvement. 

The  airplane  is  provided  with  an  in- 
closed cockpit,  a steerable  tail  wheel, 
flaps  (sometimes  known  as _ airbrakes] , 
landing  gear  retractable  into  the  wings, 
and  all  the  other  latest  devices  develop- 
ed by  American  aeronautical  designers  to 
improve  its  flying  characteristics.  Thest 
developments  are  expected^ to  produce  in 
this  airplane  speeds  considerably  in  ex- 
cess of  300  miles  per  hour, _high  rate  of 
climb,  and  great  maneuverability  when 
compared  to  other  aircraft  of  comparabl© 
speed.  . • 

YiTnen  completed,  these  airplanes  will  be 
delivered  to  a combat  unit  of  the  Air 
Corns  for  thorough  testing. 

oOo— 
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over  whom  they  exert  a wholesome  influ-  | 
ence.  i 

"d.  I feel  that  a section  in  rrqr  annual  I 
report  dealing  with  aviation  outlines  \ 
succinctly  some  essentials  on  the  sub-  j 
ject  of  militarjT-  aviation  which  I_may  | 
well  quote  to  you  in  this  connection,  j 
"'It  should  be  borne  in  mind^  that  j 
modern  a,ircra.ft  cannot  be  quickly  im-  j 
provised.  The  construction  of  air-  j 
planes  necessarily  takes  considerable  i 
time.  Hence,  our  peacetime  strength 
should  approximate  rather  closely  our 
requirements  in  v/ar.  Furthermore,,  in  | 
a major  war  put  air  arm  would  probably 
be  engaged  almost  immediately  on  the_  i 
opening  of  hostilities.  Therefore,  it  | 

-2. 


LAHGLEY  AIPJCSH  FLY  TO  BARKSDALF  AT  HIGKT 


Captain  Carl  B.  McDaniel,  of  the  96th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , 
with  a regular  combat  crew  in  a E-17  Bom- 
bardment airplane  v/hich  included  Staff 
Sergeants  Kahry  Yh  Sichard,  George  Billy 
and  Private  1st  Class  John  Shealey,_of 
the  same'  Squadron,  .accomplished  a night 
flight  to  Shreveport,  La.,  and  return  on 
Hovemb'ef  30,th. 

Ho  landing  was  made  at  Shreveport,  and 
the  total  time  of  the  flight  was  12  hours 
and  10  minutes.  Excellent  weather  pre- 
vailed during  the  entire  flight. 

oOo- — 
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Two  outstanding  accomplishments  have 
made  1937  noteworthy  for  the  G-HQ  Air 
Force.  Tliey  are:  first,  the  clarifica- 
tion of  and  substantial  progress  toward 
the  perfection  of  the  Air  Base  system; 
and,  second,  the  successful  service  test 
and  universal  acceptance  of  the  B-17  as 
the  prototype  of  the  future  basic  ele- 
ment of  our  Array  Air  Force,-  the  heavy 
load,  long  endurance,  high  speed,  multi- 
engined Bomber. 

Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  GHQ,  Air 
Force  in  March,  1935,  each  Air  Corps 
station  was  organized  and  administered 
primarily^ as  a peace  time  home  for  its 
units.  Field  exercises  and  maneuvers 
were  comparatively  infreg^uent,  and  when 
held  required  the  formation  of  provision- 
al command  and  staff  set-ups,  provision- 
al groupings  of  units,  and  the  improvisa- 
tion of  a system  of  maintenance  and 
supply. 

Recognition,  definition  and  initial 
impetus  of  the  necessity  for  air  bases 
were  made  official  by  that  splendid  docu- 
ment, TR- 440-1 5,  issued  by  the  War  De- 
partment over  the  signature  of  our  Chief 
of  Staff,  General  Malin  Craig,  on  October 
kl5,  1955.  Development  and  perfection  of 
Pthe  details  of  air  base  operation  requir- 
ed thought  and  time,  and  much  trial  and 
orror.  Initial  mistakes  were  rectified, 
and  the  soundness  of  the  present  system 
was  proved  in  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  maneuvers 
in  California,  in  the  spring  of  1937. 

Major  General  George/  S.  Siraonds,  Command- 
ing the  Fourth  Army  and  hinth  Corps  Area, 
and  appointed  for  those  maneuvers  as  the 
special  representative  of  the  Secretary 
cf  War,  complimented  the  efficiency  of 
the  GHQ  Air  Force  Air  Base  system  of 
supply  and  service.  General  Simond’ s 
long  experience  in  such  matters  and  the 
high  professional  regard  in  which  he  is 
universally  held  lend  great  weight  to 
his  opinions.  His  praise  was  a source 
of  extreme  gratification  to  all  echelons 
of  the  GiiQ  Air  Force.  My  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation go  from,  the  heart  to  those 
officers  and  enlisted  men  who  worked 
hard  to  overcome  the  inertia  of  the  out- 
moded system  with  which  they  were  famil- 
iar, and  who  put  across  the  new  system, 
so  necessary  to  the  operations  in  the 
field  cf  a modern  air  force. 

What  is  this  air  base  system?  It  is 
simply  an  organisation  for  war  on  func- 
tional lines.  ‘The  combat  units  are  re- 
sponsible for  combat  operations  with  a 
minimum  of  responsibility  for  administra- 
tion, supply  and  service.  The  air  base, 
^comprising  as  it  does  a large  area,  is 
primarily  responsible  for -supply,  main- 
lienance  ejad  service  for  the  combat  units, 
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with  a minimum  of  responsibility  for  op- 
eration. In  time  of  war  or  field  exer- 
cises or  maneuvers,  the  air  base  com- 
prises the  home  station  and  all  occupied 
auxiliary  airdromes  within  a radius  of 
approximately  200  miles,  served  by  the 
Headquarters  and  Air  Base  Squadron  as- 
signed to  that  air  base.  In  garrison, 
the  air  base  shrinks  to  include  only 
the  home  station,  and  sub-stations,  if 
any.  Thus  an  air  base  is  flexible  in^ 
extent,  and  varies  according  to  the  sit- 
uation, from  the  home  station  alone  to 
the  home  station,  sub  stations  and  all 
auxiliary  airdromes  served  by  the  air 
base  so^uadrons,  augmented  when  necessary 
by  air  "“base  squadrons  or  parts  thereof 
from  other  stations  not  active  at  the 
moment. 

A few  details  are  yet  to  be  solved, 
but  in  the  main  the  present  system  is 
satisfactory,  and  I believe  it  to  be  the 
onlj^  system  which  can  make  integral  and 
cohesive  combat  units  truly  mobile,  and 
can  insure  a practical  application  of 
the  theory  that  "the  impetus  of  supply 
is  from  the  rear." 

Memories  are  notoriously  short,  but 
reflection  will  remind  us  that  one  short 
year  ago  the  modern  four-engined  Bcraber, 
exemplified  by  the  B-17  Bombardment  air- 
plane, was  under  fire.  It  was  thought 
to  be  "too  much  airplane"  for  Air  Corps 
personnel,-  unnecessarily  large,  cestly 
and  complex. 

During  the  past  year,  GH(Q  Air  Force 
personnel  have  proved  beyond  question  by 
thousands  of  huurs  in  all  weather  and  by 
the  dropping  of  thousands  cf  bombs  at 
m.aneuvering  and  stationary  targets,  that 
the  four-engined,  heavy  load,  high  per- 
formance Bombardment  airplane  is  not 
only  valuable  but  necessary  if  the  GHQ, 
Air  Force  is  to  execute  the  role  that 
will  fall  to  it  in  the  event  of  war.  The 
trend  is  toward  still  larger  Bombers  of 
equal  or  better  performance,  and  within 
a short  time  I am  certain  the  B-17  will 
be  considered  a small  airplane. 

In  addition  to  the  outstanding  prog- 
ress in  the  development  of  the  Air  Base 
system  and  the  proving  of  the  modern 
Bomber,  my  Hew  Year’s  message  would  be 
incomplete  without  mention  of  the  reduc- 
tion in  accident  rates;  the  in^jroveraent 
in  gunnery  by  Pursuit  and  Attack  units; 
and  the  perfection  and  extension  of  the 
science  f^^f  navigation  by  reconnaissance 
and  Bombardment  units. 

To  all  personnel,  officers  and  enlist- 
ed, of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force;  to  the  Materie 
Division  and  other  agencies  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  and  to  the  arms  and 
(Continued  on  Page  4.  ) , 
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THE  GEIBSRAL  HFADQUARTERS  AIR  FORCE 

Review  of  1937  and  Jew  Year’s  Message 
By  Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews, 
Air  Corps, 


THE  AUTOMOBILE  - AIRCRAFT  SHOVf  AT  MARCH  RIELD 
By  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 


V/ith  "Pea-Shooters,”  Lroad-win^ed  i 

Bombers,  sleek  Attack  planes,  shiny  new  i 
automobiles  and  colored  searchlights  and  i 
anti-aircraft  equipment  being  displayed,  j 
the  March  Field  "Line"  became  a crowd-  j 
thronged  midway  Uovember  IB,  13  and  14, 
as  the  second  annual  Automobile -Aircraft 
Show  v;as' staged.  The  show  was  sponsored 
by  the  Riverside,  Calif.,  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  j 

The  snow  was  officially  opened  at  1:00  | 
p.m. , Uovember  12th,  following  a luncheon! 
at  the  Officers’  Club  which  was  attended  I 
by  business  m.en  of  Riverside,  executives 
of  the  Santa  Fe  Railway,  movie  stars 
from  Universal  Studios  and  officers  of 
March  Field. 

Colonel  John  H.  Pirie,  Post  Commander, 
ga.ve  the  opening  address  of  welcome  over 
the  specially  installed  loud  speaker  sys- 
tem loaned  by  the  Standa,rd  Oil  Company  j 
of  California,  and  supervised  by  Major 
Edward  Martin,  Post  Chaplain.  Major  I 
Early  E.W.  Duncan,  March  Field  Public  j 
Relations  Officer  and  officer  in  charge  ! 
of  the  show,  introduced  Mayor  William  E.  i 
Evans,  of  Riverside,  who  officially  ac-  ! 
cepted  Colonel  Pirie’ s welcome.  The  j 
Reveille  Cuns  sounded,  and  the  show  was  i 
on.  ; 

Two  of  the  large  hangars  on  both  sides  ; 
of  the  Headquarters  building  were  given  i 
over  to  the  automobile  displays  (wnicli  I 
were  duplicates  of  the  Los  Angeles  Auto-  j 
mobile  Show) . In  a third  hangar  tnere  j 
was  a display  of  trailers,  accessories  | 
and  anti-aircraft  equipment.  On  the  ; 
March  Field  railway  tracks  stood  a new  i 
streamlined  coach  and  diner  of  the  Santa  ! 
Fe  Rail?/ay,  open  for  inspection.  | 

Each  of  the  three  da^/’s  saw  regularly  j 
scheduled  flying  by  the  19th  Bombardment  } 
Group,  the  17th  Attack  Group,  and  three  j 
P-26's  from  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  flown 
by  Lieuts.  Landry,  Lessig  and  Keith.  The 
aerial  events  were  scheduled  for  both 
afternoon  and  evening. 

During  the  afternoon  shows,  six  Bombers 
from_ the  19th  Group,  led  by  Captain 
Ferris  and  Lieut.  Boyd,  flew  in  various 
formations  and  passed  in  review  low  over 
the  long  line  of  people  on  the  north 
edge  of  the  mat.  Hext  came  the  "Tliree 
Mosquitos,"  led  by  Lieut.  Landry,  who 
sent  their  P-26’s  through  thrilling 
maneuvers  which  vrere  climaxed  with 
screaming  power  dives  that  had  people 
instinctively  buckling  their  legs  despite 
the  fact  that  the  planes  always  maintain- 
ed a safe  altitude.  Tne  final  event  of 
the  aerial  show  was  the  flying  by  18  air- 
lanes  from  the  17th  Attack  Group,  led 
y Major  Mallory,  Captain  Lav/son  and 
Lieut.  Terrill.  Flying  in  close  forma- 
tion, they  passed  in  review  and  then  i 
laid  smoke  screens  over  the  south  side 
of  the  field.  'The  planes,  flying  very 
low,  then  penetrated  the  screen  in  a sim- 


ulated attack  on  advancing  infantry. 

During  the  evening  shows,  only  air- 
planes of  the  19th  and  17th  Groups  par- 
ticipated. Phantom-like  they  circled 
the  field  unseen  until  the  huge  search- 
lights of  the  S3rd  Coast  Artillery  open- 
ed up,  riddling  the  sky  with  bright, 
vari-colored  lights  which  outlined  T;hole 
formations.  As  a climax  to  the  evening 
shows,  the  Attack  planes  dropped  para- 
chute flares  and  landed  by  them. 

All  events  were  described  over  the 
broadcast  system  by  Majors  Early  Duncan, 
Victor  Strahra,  John  Cannon  and  Edward 
Martin.  Celebrities,  who  visited  the 
show  as  guests  and  sponsors,  were  intro- 
duced from  the  reviewing  stand  by  Major 
Duncan.  During  each  show,  the  Post 
Commandant  greeted  the  visitors  over  the 
broa.dca.st  system. 

Sunday,  Uovember  14th,  wiiich  saw  the 
largest  attendance,  an  almost  unruly 
crowd  of  nearly  30,000  people  had  as 
added  attractions  exhibitions  by  the 
Motorcycle  Squad  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Police  Deparfment,  the  Riverside  Drum 
and  Bugle  Corps,  and  the  presence  of 
such  film  celebrities  as  Freddie 
Bartholomew,  James  Stewart,  Virginia 
Grey  and  Uilliam  Weldman.  Freddie 
Bartholomev/  wanted  to  ride  one  of  the 
motorcycles,  but  laker  said  he  would 
rathei-  "just  watch"  the  Pursuit  planes. 

Sunday  night,  after  the  last  patron 
had  departed  and  the  darkened  streets 
seemed  unusually  quiet  in  the  absence 
of  multiple  laughter  and  the  excited 
chatter  of  thousands  of  voices,  single 
footsteps  echoed  hollowly  against  the 
sides  of  the  huge  silent  hangars.  It 
v/as  satisfaction  and  high  pride  in 
acnievment  wa.lking  rampant  over  every- 
thing, An  imuortant  phase  in  the  value 
of  this  annu3.1  show  is  the  spirit  of 
good  will  and  good  fellowship  v/hich  it 
helps  to  promulgate  between  the  person- 
nel of  March  Field  and  the  citizens  of 
Southern  California, 

— -oOo 

The  Gen e ral  Headquarters  Air  Force 
XCont inued  i r om  Page'sT^ 

services  of  the  War  Department  which 
have  contributed  to  the  past  successful 
year,  I extend  my  thanks  and  sincere 
wishes  for  an  even  more  successful  year 
to  come. 

.oOo— - 

Personnel  of  Moffett  Field,  Calif. , 
played  hosts  to  personnel  cf  TWA  anu 
United  Air  Line  transports  during  a 
dense  fog  which  covei’ed  the  Bay_Area_cn 
December  16,  1937.  The  commercial  air- 
men spent  two  or  three  hours  on  the 
grovjid  and  took  to  the  air  late  in  the 
afternoon. 
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FORESIGHT  PAYS  DIVIDENDS 


According  to  the  Hews  Letter  Correspon- 
dent from  Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C,| 
Major  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  of  that  postj  is 
planning  to  apply  to  someone  for  a life- 
saving, medal/  It  appears  that  several 
months  ago  the  sum  of  $4,800  hecame 
available  for  repairing  and  painting  the 
balloon  hangar  at  Fort'  Bragg,  and  for 
other  necessary  repairs.  All  of  this 
money  was  spent  for  materials,  and  addi- 
tional funds  not  being  available  the 
projects  were  undertaken  by  utilizing 
the  services  of  the  enlisted  men.  The 
repairs  t*  the  balloon  hangar  included 
the  installation  of  a new  roof.  T/Then 
it  is  considered  that  this  is  really  an 
airship  hangar,  almost  100  feet  high, 
the  difficuPties  and  dangers  which  beset 
inexperienced  personnel  working  at  this 
height  are  manifest. 

As  a safety  measure,  Major  Gaines  pro- 
cured from  Scott  Field,  a large  airship 
inflation  net  and  had  it  hung,  double 
thickness,  immediately  below  the  roof 
trusses  in  the  hangar.  The  size  of  this 
net  can  be  appreciated  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  it  was  large  enough  to  be 
doubled  and  yet  amply  cover  a space  of 
76  by  220  feet.  With  this  safety  net 
in  place,  the  morale  of  the  men  working 
on  the  under  side  of  the  roof  was  high 
and  they  went  merrily  along  with  the 
w«rk. 

On  December  10th,  the  net  paid  its 
first  dividend.  Private  Charles  E. 

Baker,  16th  Observation  Squadron,  one 
of  the  best  steel  workers  in  the  ere?/, 
lost  his  footing  on  the  scaffolding  un- 
der the  trusses  and  plummetted  into  the 
net.  He  received  only  minor  scratches 
and,  none  the  worse  for  the  incident, 
was  back  on  the  job  the  nexit  day.  Pri- 
vate Baker  is  now  the  recipient  of  many 
good  natured  jibes,  which  attest  to  his 
popularity,  and  what  would  have  been  a 
tragedy  at  this  station  resulted  merely 
in  a happily  dosed  incident. 

oOo 

MORE  NAVIGATORS  GRADUATE  AT  MITCHEL  FIELD 

Certificates  of  proficiency  in  dead 
reckoning  and  celestial  navigation  were 
presented  to  a group  of  eight  officers 
of  the  Ninth  Bombardment  Group,  Mitchel 
Field,  H.Y.,  at  Officers'  Call  on  Decem- 
ber 10th.  Those  receiving  diplomas  from 
Lieut.  Cclonel  C.¥.  Connell,  Group  Com- 
mander, were:  Major  Ulysses  G.  Jones, 
Captains  Joseph  Smith,  Milton  M.  To-'/mer, 
1st  Lieuts.  itoery  S.  Wetzel,  Millard  C. 
Young,  Dwight  Divine  II,  and  Milton  F. 
Summerfelt,  Air  Corps. 

The  graduation  of  these  officers 
brings  the  total  number  of  navigators 
ktrained  by  the  Mitchel  Field  Navigation 
"School,  since  its  inception  in  August, 
1935,  to  33.  Commenting  upon  the  gradua- 
tion of  this  class.  Colonel  Walter  H. 


Frank,  Base  Commander,  expressed  himself' 
as  being  nleased  with  the  progress  made 
toward  training  the  Regular  Army  offi- 
cers of  the  Ninth  Group  as  navigators, 
and  hoped  that  the  day  would  soon  ar- 
rive when  the  course  could  be  made  avail- 
able to  Air  Reserves. 

The  course  of  instruction  offered  to 
the  recent  graduating  class  exceeded  the 
•asua.l  three-month  period  devoted  to 
classes,  due  to  suspension  of  the  school 
during  maneuver  periods  when  the  services 
of  the  students  were  required  elsewhere. 

The  highlight  of  the  present  class  was 
the  graduation  flight  from  Mitchel  Field 
to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  via  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  Two  flights  of  two  B-18’s  made 
the  trip,  the  first  flight  extending 
from  November  16th  to  19th,  and  the 
second  flight  from  November  30th  to  De- 
cember 3rd.  The  p'urpose  of  the  flights 
v;as  to  domply  with  the  new  GHQ  Air  Force 
directive  whicli  requires  all  new  gradu- 
ates to  demonstrate  their  ability  to 
navigate  this  flight  before  certificates 
of  proficiency  may  be  granted.  Each 
B-3,8  carried  two  students  who  rotated  in 
performing  the  duties  of  dead  reckoning 
and  celestial  navigator. 

The  planes  took  off  from  Mitchel  Field 
shortly  after  midnight  and  arrived  at 
Jacksonville,  Fla. , for  breakfast  and 
servicing.  From  there  the  flight  headed 
for  Tampa,  where  it  struck  out  oh  a 766 
nautical  miles  water  le^  over  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  to  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  and 
from  there  to  Randolph  Field.  After  a 
stopover  of  one  day  at  Randolph  Field 
for  maintenance,  the  return  flight  was 
toade  over  the  same  route.  Both  legs 
over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  flown  dur- 
ing daylight,  while  the  legs  between 
Mitchel  and  Jacksonville  were  flown  at 
night. 

The  flights  were  highly  satisfactory 
in  every  respect,  and  particularly  so 
from  the  navigation  standpoint.  Remark- 
able accuracy  was  attained  by  making 
celestial  landfalls  on  Corpus  Christi 
and  on  Tampa,  which  were  the  termini  of 
the  legs  across  the  Gulf. 

All  position  reports  were  transmitted 
over  the  SCR-187-A  set  to  the  Second 
Wing  Station  DF4  at  Langlejr  Field.  Char- 
acteristic of  the  high  performance  of 
the  radio  communications  was  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  DF4  receipted  for  the 
plane's  message  that  landing  was  being 
accomplished  at  Randolph  Field. 

Position  reports  were  also  rendered  on 
schedule  to  Coast  Guard  stations  lying 
along  the  route.  Direct  contact  with 
the  Coast  Guard  on  the  over  water  legs 
contributed  considerably  to  the  crew*  s 
peace  of  mind. 

Weather  conditions  were  most  favorable 
for  making  celestial  observations.  Only 
on  the  Jacksonville-Mitchel  Field  leg 
of  the  second  flight  was  there  any  de- 
par  tore  from  pre-flight  plans.  Here  an 
(Continued  on  Page  6). 

7-7588,  A.C. 


-5- 


OT  PILOTS  POR  PHILIPPII^  ARMY  AIR  CORPS 


Lieut.  Sales 
Lieut.  AndreT/s 
Lieut.  Cruz 
President  Manuel 


The  first  graduation  exercises  for  the 
Philippine  Army  Air  Corps  were  held  on 
Octoher  30,  1937,  the  following  four  of- 
ficers graduating:  Captain  Basilic 
Fernando,  1st  Lieut s.  Oscar  Sales,  Bdwin 
D.  Andrews  and  2nd  Lieut.  Pelagio  A. 

Cruz.  Each  officer  had  the  following 
amount  of  flying  time  upon  graduation: 
Captain  Fernando  - 254:20 
■ ■ -427:05 

- 281:00 
- 402:35 

L.  Quezon  was  the 
guest  of  honor  and  delivered  the  princi- 
pal address.  Ranking  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army  who  v/ere  present  were 
Oeneral  Louglas  MacArthur,  Military  A.d- 
viser  of  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Philip- 
pines; Major  Generals  Lucius  R. Holbrook, 
Commanding  the  Philippine  Department; 
John  II.  Hughes,  commanding  Fort  ’Jilliam 
McKinley,  and  Brigadier  General  Svan  K. 
Humphrey,  Comma,nding  Port  Stotsenburg. 

Many  other  high  ranking  officers  of 
the  U.S.  Army  were  also  present,  as  were 
the  following  Philippine  Army  ranking 
officers ; 

Major  Generals  Paulino  Santos,  Chief 
of  Staff;  Basilio  J.  Yaldes,  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff ; Brigadier  Generals 
Guillermo  B,  Francisco,  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  First  F.egular  Division,  and 
yicente  Lim,  Chief  of  War  Plans  Division. 

These  are  the  first  Philippine  Array 
flyers  to  graduate  from  the  Philippine 
Army  flying  school.  Five  more  will  be 
graduated  about  March  or  April,  1938. 

All  graduates  were  trained’  in  flying  by 
Lieuts.  Hugh  A.  Parker  and  W.L.  Lee, 

U.S.  Army  Air  Corps,  ^dio  are  loaned  to 
the  Philippine  Governm.ent  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

In  connection  with  this  program,  Lieut, 
Parker  was  presented  the  Distinguished 
Service  Star  of  the  Philippines  by  Presi- 
dent Quezon.  Lieut.  Parker  had  beesa  or- 
dered to  the  States,  returning  on  the 
Hovernber  transport.  He  had  been  on  duty 
with  the  Philiupine  Army  since  May  16, 
1936,  and  in  tliis  length  of  time  had 
flown  over  1,000  hours  in  Philippine 
Army  airplanes,  training  Philippine  Array 
pilots.  He  is  being  replaced  by  Captain 
Mark  K.  Lewis,  Jr. 

In  addition  to  the  four  pilots  mention- 
ed above,  who  graduated  on  October  30tn, 
the  Philippine  Army  Air  Corps  has  one 
officer  who  is  a graduate  of  the  Army 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  and  the  Array 
Air  Corps  Technical  School.  It  has  13 
advanced  students  and  seven  prim.ary  stu- 
dents who  have  soloed  in  Manila.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  there  is  ene  officer  at 
Chanute  Field  at  the  present  time  study- 
ing aerial  photography,  who  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center.  It  has  four  officers  at  the 
Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field 
who  started  training  in  July,  1937,  and 


I who  are  at  the  present  time  on  the  basic 
I stage. _ From  all  reports,  these  students 
i are  doing  satisfactory  work. 


The  order  awarding  the  Distinguished 
Service  Star  of  the  Philippines  to  Lieut, 
Parker  is  quoted  below,  as  follows: 


"MAJjACAI'IAH  PALACE 
Manila 

October  30,  1937 

General  Orders' 

Ho.  1. 


1.  For  outstanding  service  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  Philippines,  in  a 
position  of  major  responsibility,  there 
is  hereby  presented  to  First  Lieutenant 
Hugh  A.  Parker,  Air  Corps,  United  States 
Army,  THE  DISTIHGUISHSD  SERVICE  STAR  of 
the  Philippines.  As  Plans  and  Training 
Officer  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Cen- 
ter. Philippine  A.rny,  and  individual  in- 
structor of  flying  cadets,  his  services 
have  been  characterized  by  unusual  effi- 
ciency and  professional  skill,  unflag- 
ging enthusiasm,  and  outstanding  results. 
Hi ^ work  has  required  incessant  devotion 
to  duty,  a readiness  and  capacity  to 
comprehend  the  particular  requirements 
of  Filipino  students,  and  an  ability  to 
adjust  technical  instruction  so  as  to 
ovsrcom.e  unusual  difficulties.  His  ac- 
compl.isliments  and  examples  have  been  an 
inspiration  to  every  member  of  the  A,ir 


Corns  of  the  Philippine  Army  and  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  the  Chief  of  A 

ili- 


Air  Corps,  the  Chief  of  Staff,  the  Mili 
tary  Adviser,  and  the  Commonv/ealth  Gov- 
0 1' n n..  G n is 

(Sgd.  ) MAIUJSL  L.  QUEZOH, 
Commander-in-Chief , Philippine  Army. ” 
oOo — - 


navigators  Graduate  at  Mitchel  Field 
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overnight  delay  was  caused  by  severe  . 

I icing  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
' Ilatteras, 

The  total  distance  covered  by  each 
flight  was  3585.2  nautical  miles.  All 
navigators  were  enthusiastic  over  the 
I training  value  of  extended  flights  and 
j fait  that  they  served  to  instill  a 
spirit  of  confide?ace  difficult  to  develop 
Ion  shorter  flights. 

I oOo 


: During  the  month  of  Hovember,  the  4th 

! Observation  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  T.H.  , 

I completed  its  most  extensive  training 
i period  during  this  fiscal  year.  Over 
1200  hours  wore  flovm  by  eleven  pilots. 

I Highlights  of  the  month  were  one  we-ax's 
I field  training  at  South  Cape:  a goc'n.iy 
j portion  of  aerial  gunner  . completed.. <and 
I the  activity  of  tne  Squadron  navigation 
' School,  which  is  we  11  under  way. 

The  Squadron  just  received  a new  BT-9, 
and  all  pilots  are  well  pleased  with  its 
characteristics.  It  is  to  be  aised  on 
liaison  missions  and  artillery  adjustments. 
6-  V-7588,  A.C. 
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PSRFORlvIAWCES  OP  B-17'S  EVOKE  ENTHUSIASM 


EXPERIENCES  IN  BAD  TOATHER  PLYING 


A B-17  Bombardment  airplane,  rettirning 
I on  December  6th  from  Miami,  Fla.,  en 
f route  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , performed 
what  one  maj^'call  an  interesting  naviga- 
tion mission.  With  bad  weather  and  low 
‘ceilings  reported  along  the  entire  route, 
fuel  was  conserved  by  cruising  at  a low 
speed  and  thereby  making  it  possible  to 
turn  to  any  one  of  several  possible  al- 
ternate landing  fields  out  of  the  area 
of  bad  weather.  After  flying  for  approx- 
imately an.  hour  and  a half,  there  was 
such  a definite  improvement  in  the 
weather  that  a normal  cruising  speed  was 
made  possible.  The  975  miles  of  the  in- 
land route,  via  Savannah,  Ga. , was  cover- 
ed in  4 hours  and  10  minutes  flying  time, 
or  at  a ground  speed  of  235  miles  per 
hour. 

This  is  no  record  or  any  attempt  to 
accoiiplish  anything  other  than  a routine 
training  flight,  yet  it  sho?/s  definitely 
what  the  "Flying  Fortress"  can  be  expect- 
ed to  do. 

The  B-17  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Robert  Olds,  the  combat  crew  corn- 
rising  Major  Edwin  R,  McReyno Ids, Captain 
harles  E.  Caldwell  and  Lieut.  Robert  F. 
Travis,  all  of  the  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Squadron,  Second  Bombardment 
Group. 

A few  interesting  facts  regarding  the 
"Flying  Fortresses"  may  here  be  recorded. 
The  first  B-17  was  delivered  at  Seattle, 
Wash. , on  March  1,  1937,  and  the  twelfth, 
andlast  B-17  on  July  26,  1937. 

Since  delivery  of  the  first  article, 
the  "Jeeps"*  have  flown  679,000  miles, 
or  over  27  times  around  the  world,  or 
the  equivalent  of  141^  full  twenty-four 
hour ^ days  in  the  air. 

"With  the  B-17* s performing  better  and 
better  every  day,"  asserts  the  Nev/s 
Letter ^ Correspondent , "combat  crev;s  are 
enthusiastic  and  elated  over  the  super- 
iority and  dependability  of  their  four- 
en^ined  equipment  and,  with  prospects 
brighter  than  ever  for  the  creation  of  a 
striking  Air  Force  with  equipment  and 
personnel  suitable  and  capable  in  the 
defense  of  our  country,  the  Second  Bom- 
bardment Group  is  grateful  for  the  honor 
of  being,  permitted  to  contribute  so  di- 
rectly to  the  universally  recognized  new 
era  in  military  as  well  as  civil  avia- 
tion. " 

*Note:  We  enter  here  a mild  protest 
against  the  application  by  the  Langley 
Field  Correspondent  of  the  term  **Jeeps" 
to  the  B-17* s.  Firstly,  that  term  is 
not  befitting  an  airplane  of  this  type. 
Why  not  let  the  term  "Flying  Fortress" 
suffice?  Secondly,  the  autogyro  has 
prior  cla.im  to  the  appellation  of 
"Jeeps;"  so  let  us  be  consistent. 

oOo 


First  Lieut.  Gerald  E,  Williams,  of 
the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , recently  obtained  some  in- 
teresting experiences  in  winter  bad 
weather  flying  while  making  an  extended 
navigation  flight  to  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
in  the  North  American  BT-9B.  On  two 
legs  of  the  flight. he  encountered  icing 
conditions,  and  while  the  plane  picked 
up  considerable  ice  the  flying  character- 
istics did  not  appear  to  be  affected. 

The  carburetor  heat  control,  however, was 
entirely  inadequate,  and  time  and  again 
with  the-  carburetor  heat  full  on,  the 
carburetor  iced  up  sufficiently  to  lose 
flying  power.  The  opening  of  the  mix- 
ture control,  however,  caused  the  engine 
to  backfire,  clearing  the  ice  out  of  the 
carburetor. 

— —oOo — - 

BRITISH  GENERAL  VISITS  KELLY  FIELD 

Major  General  W. G.  Holmes,  of  the 
British  Army,  visited  the  Air  Corps  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  on  December  9th5  and  while  at 
I this  field,  he  was  accompanied  by  Colonel 
i Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  Commandant  of  the 
Advanced  Flying  School,  and  1st  Lieut. 
Troup  Miller,  Jr. 

General  Holmes  was  well  pleased  T/ith 
everything  he  saw,  and  made  particular 
mention  of  the  Miniature  Range  building 
for  training  in  artillery  adjustment. 

He  was  entertained  at  Luncheon  by  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center  at  Randolph  Field,  fol- 
lov/ing  his  visit  to  Kelly  Field,  and 
later  in  the  afternoon  left  for  New 
Orleans,  La. 

oOo— 

SEED  PLANTING  IN  HAWAII  FROM  THE  AIR 

Initiating  field  training  for  the  5th 
Composite  Group,  December  1st  found  the 
23rd  Bombardment  Squadron,  of  Luke  Field, 
T.H.,  packed  and  moving  to  Burns  Field 
on  the  Island  of  Kauai  for  one  week  of 
camping.  "With  all  the  available 
Keystone  airplanes  in  the  Group  attached 
for  this  move,"  declares  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent,  "we  feel  that  the  trip 
will  be  more  than  worth  while.  The  chiel 
purpose  of  this  encampment  is  to  carry 
out  a 'Seed  Planting  Program*  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Chief  Forester  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Hawaii.  The  camp  will  allow 
all  personnel  to  become  better  acquainte 
with  the  terrain  of  the  Island  of  Kauai 
both  from  the  air  and  from  the  ground. " 

■ — —oOo — - 

During  the  month  of  November  the  Engin- 
eering Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air 
Depot  overhauled  17  airplanes  and  56  en- 
gined and  repaired  39  planes  and  10 
engines, 
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mm  AIR  CORPS  TSCHIIICAL  SCHOOL  OPENS  BRANCH  AT  DENTSR 


Shortly  after  the  first  of  January, 

1938,  a Branch  of  the  Army  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  will  open  at  Denver, 
Colorado,  according  to  a recent  announce-! 
nient  By  the  Hon.  Harry  H.  Woodring,  I 

Secretary  of  War.  j 

The  War  Department  has  contemplated  | 
for  some  time  the  expansion  of  the  Air  i 

Corps  Te clinical  School  to  meet  the  in-  ! 

creasing  demand  for  Air  Corps  specialists 
and  craftsmen,  due  to  the  greater  complex 
ity  and  large  number s of  modern  military 
aircraft  which  the  Air  Corps  is  now  re- 
ceiving. 

In  planning  the  expansion  of  the  fa- 
cilities for  training  Air  Corps  technical 
personnel.  Both  commissioned  and  enlisted 
it  was  found  advisable  to  establish  this 
auxiliary  Branch  school  at  Denver,  Colo. 
The  instruction  for  photographers  and 
armorers,  heretofore  accomplished  at 
Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111, , will  here- 
after Be  carried  on  at  this  new  Branch. 

In  the  Armament  Section  of  this  School, 
Beth  officers  and  enlisted  men  will  Be 
given  instruction  in  the  installation, 
firing,  maintenance  and  repair  of  ma- 
chine guns,  and  in  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  all  apparatus  used  in 
Bomb  dropping. 

In  the  Photographic  Section,  officers 
and  enlisted  men  will  Be  given  thorough 
instruction  in  aeria.1  photography,  in- 
cluding every  step  from  the  taking  of 
the  air  photograph  to  the  assembly  of 
the  finished  prints  into  mosaics.  The 
instruction  will  include  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  cameras  and  the  mixing  of 
photographic  chemicals. 

Denver  provides  certain  definite  ad- 
vantages for  a Branch  of  the  Technical 
School.  Adjacent  to  the  site  selected 
are  several  areas  suitable  for  Bombing 
and  gunners'"  ranges  which  would  provide 
practical  gunnery  firing  of  live  ammuni- 
tion and  Bombs.  Throi:ighout  a large  part 
of  the  year  the  climate  of  Denver  is 
particularly  suited  to  aerial  photogra- 
pliy.  No  suitable  Bombing  and  gunnery 
facilities  are  immediately  available  at 
Chanute  Field,  the  present  location  of 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  since  it 
is  surrounded  By  rich  farming  land  and 
lies  in  a thickly  populated  section.  Long 
winter  climatic  conditions  with  much 
cloudy  v/eather  frequently  delay  photo- 
graphic work  at  the  present  location. 

For  these  reasons,  it  seemed  advisable 
to  select  a site  where  v/eather  and  sur- 
roundings were  more  favorable  to  the  pe- 
culiar work  to  Be  done. 

In  order  to  open  the  School  at  Denver, 
it  has  Been  necessary  to  transfer  from 
Chanute  Field  the  students  now  undergo- 
ing instruction  in  the  Armament  and  Pho- 
tographic Sections.  This  will  permit 
the  detail  of  additional  students  to  the 
remaining  courses  at  Chanute  Field, main- 
taining it  at  its  regular  capacity. 
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Sven  with  Both  Branches  operating  at 
maximijm  capacity,  as  is  the  Tv'ar  Depart- 
ment plan,  additional  construction  will 
Be  necessary  and  considerable  time  must 
elapse  Before  the  two  schools  can  meet 
the  demand  for  trained  men. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  vh  Jones,  Air 
Corps,  the  present  Commanding  Officer  of 
Chanute  Field,  lias  general  supervision 
of  the  new  construction  at  the  Denver 
Branch.  The  actual  construction  will  Be 
done  By  Captain  H.D.  Stetson,  Quarter- 
master Corps,  Constructing  Quartermaster, 
and  Captain  H.W.  Anderson,  Air  Corps, 
Executive  Officer. 

Four  Air  Corps  enlisted  mssn  from 
Chanute  Field  have  already  reported  to 
the  nev/  station  at  Denver,  and  about 
32  officers  and  340  enlisted  men  will 
report  there  soon.  Of  this  number,  ap- 
proximately 18  officers  and  197  enlisted 
men  will  constitute  the  permanent  post 
garrison,  the  remainder  Being  students. 

Most  of  the  labor  for  Building  the  new 
Denver  Branch  is  Being  supplied  through 
a W.P.A.  Project.  For  the  acquisition 
af  land,  the  City  of  Denver  has  floated 
a Bond  issue  of  $750,000.  Completion 
of  the  project  is  Being  e:pedited. 

Present  War  Department  plans  contem- 
plate that  the  new  Denver  Branch  School 
will  Be  composed  of  tv/o  units:  the  first, 
consisting  of  the  School  and  main  air- 
drome, will  Be  located  at  what  was  here- 
tofore the  Agnes  Phipps  Memorial  Sanitari 
um,  appreximately  six  miles  southeast  of 
the  center  of  the  City  of  Denver. 

The  present  main  Building  will  Be  al- 
tered to  accommodate  a post  and  school 
headquarters,  administration  office, 
hospital,  quarters,  recreational  and 
messing  facilities  for  enlisted  men. 
Workers  employed  By  the  Works  Progress 
Administration  are  now  altering  and  re- 
finishing other  Buildings  to  Be  used  for 
class  rooms,  shops  and  laboratories. 
Sixteen  hundred  W.P.A.  workers  are  now 
clearing  and  levelling  the  airdrome, 
grading  runways  and  erecting  hangars. 

The  second  unit  will  consist  of  an 
adequate  Bombing  and  gunnery  range  and 
an  auxiliary  airdrome  adjacent  thereto 
large  enough  for  planes  cf  all  types. 

The  exact  location  of  this  unit;  has  not 
yet  Been  determined. 

Tlais  arrangement  makes  it  possible  to 
have  actual  aerial  gunnery  and  Bombing 
without  requiring  BoraB-laden  planes  to 
fly  over  Ouner  than  Government  property 
or  to  otherwise  endanger  the  property 
of  civilians  residing  in  the  vicinity. 

Two  Air  Corps  officers,  Colonel  Robert 
E.M.  Goolrick  and  Major  Arthur  W.  Brock, 
Jr.  , Both  holding  temporary  rank,  v/ere 
given  permanent  promotions  in  these 
grades,  effective  December  1st  for  Col. 
Goolrick,  and  December  4th  for  Maj. Brock, 
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In  1934,  Y/hen  the  Alaskan  Flight  was 
enroute  north,  a Canadian  Arm;/  regiment 
at  Winnipeg  gave  a dinner  in  honor  of 
the  American  fliers.  It  was  a dinner  hy 
a famous  old  organization  and  conducted 
along  formal  lines  and  a definite  cere- 
monial routine  which  had  "been  in  exis- 
tence in  the  regiment  for  many,  many 
years.  Greneral  Arnold,  Commander  of  the 
Flight,  was  greatly  impressed  hy  manj'- 
features  of  this  "Regimental'*  night. 

Shortly  following  his  return,  G-eneral 
Arnold  was  made  Commanding  General  of 
the  First  Wing,  GHQ,  Air  Force,  March 
Field,  Calif,  hot  long  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  organization.  General 
Arnold  introduced  the  "Wing  Right,"  pop- 
ularly called  the  "Whing  Ding."  All  the 
officers  of  the  Wing  assembled  at  the 
Officers'  Club  for  preliminary  refresh-  I 
ment,  followed  by  formal  dinner,  conduct-| 
ed  along  a definite  schedule.  Rear  the  j 
close  of  the  dinner,  a member  of  the  i 
Wing  Staff  arose  and  proposed  a toast  - 
"The  President  of  the  United  States," 
which  concluded  the  formal  ceremonials  at  bat  crews  ready  for  action  as  soon  as 


the  dinner. 

Thereafter,  a prominent  speaker,  such 
as  the  Corps  Area  Commander,  delivered 
before  the  officers  of  the  Wing  there 
assembled,  an  entertaining  and  instruc- 
tive address  on  a current  topic.  The 
evening  concluded  with  a "show"  usually 
devised  to  depict  humorous  instances  and 
to  point  to  the  idiosyncrasies  and  ec- 
centricities which  certain  officers  of 
the  Wing  had  recently  demonstrated,  wit- 
tingly or  unwittingly,  to  their  later 
discomfort.  Usually  there  was  a comic 
presentation  of  the  "Dumbell  Trophy"  to 
the  individual  of  the  Wing  who  had  made 
the  outstanding  mistake  of  the  month.  As 
the  show  was  finished,  all  cf  the  offi- 
cers joined  in  singing  Wing  and  Group 
songs. 

General  Arneld  was  enthusiastic  for 
those  "Wing  Dinners,"  believing  that 
they  greatly  promoted  the  spirit  of  get- 
together  and  raised  m.orale.  General  of- 
ficers of  other  branches  of  the  service 
who  attended  these  dinners,  were  particu- 
larly enthusiastic  about  their  ritual, 
routine  and  programs  and  the  beneficient 
results  they  believed  were  sure  to  fol- 
low these  affairs. 

Reports  are  coming  into  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  that  other 
Wings  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  are  carrying 
out  this  or_a  similar,  idea,  A report 
from  Brigadier  General  George  H.  Brett, 
Commanding  General  of  the  air  forces  of 
the ^Panama  Canal  Department,  told  of 
their  recent^ success  with  these  monthly 
Wing  ceremonials.  The  Wing  in  Panama  ap- 
parently had  expanded  som.ewhat  on  the 
original  theme.  They  devote  a whole  day 
and  the  following  evening  to  the  affair. 
The  morning  of  the  day  is  consumed  in  an 


aerial  review  and  ground  inspection  of 
the  troops. ^ The  afternoon  is  devoted 
to  competitive  athletic  sports  wherein 
the  representatives  of  the  various 
squadrons  and  groups  compete  for  prizes 
and  demonstrate  their  athletic  prowess. 
In  the  evening,  all  of  the  officers  of 
the  Wing  asscmbl.e  for  the  Wing  dinner. 

Ytoen  General  Westover  recently  return- 
ed from  Hawaii,  he  spoke  particularly 
of  his  pleasure  at  having  witnessed  a 
similar  V/ing  function  in  Hawaii. 

So,  it  seems  the  Regimental  Rights, 
about  which  old  soldiers  love  to  tell 
as  among  the  high  lights  of  the  old 
Army,  are  reappearing  in  the  Air  Corps 
under  this  new  guise,  but  with  the  same 
beneficient  results,  cementing  friend- 
ships, fostering  a common  understanding 
and  promoting  good  fellowship. 

oOo 

THE  0RGARI2ATI0R  OF  COMBAT  CREWS 
In  order  to  have  properly  trained  ccm- 


the  new  Douglas  B-18  Bombardment  air- 
planes are  received,  the  88th  Reconnais- 
sance Squadron  of  Hamilton  Field  is  con- 
ducting a series  of  classes  to  qualify 
members  of  future  combat  crews. 

Under  the  general  supervision  of  1st 
Lieut.  Leslie  0.  Peterson,  Materiel  Of- 
ficer, instruction  is  given  both  in 
I theoretical  and  practical  subjects,  by 
! qualified  noncoimnissioned  officers  of 
j the  Squadron.  Although  only  those  men 
immediately  interested  in  the  subject 
! are  required  to  attend  the  periods  of 
instruction  and  undergo  the  examinations 
I leading  to  the  qualification  of  journey- 
i men  in  the  specialty,  all  members  of  the 
I Squadron  are  encouraged  to  do  so, 
j Instructors  of  future  aerial  engineers 
I are  Technical  Sergeant  Carl  G.  Lantz, 
Staff  Sergeants  Henry  Williamson  and 
Frcment  R.  Alford.  These  three  men  have 
recently  returned  from  Santa  Monica, 
Calif, , where  they  pursued  a course  of 
instruction  in  this  subject  at  the 
Douglas  Aircraft  Company,  manufacturers 
of  the  B-18  Bombardment  airplane. 

Aerial  armorers  are  instructed  by 
Corporal  Oliver  R.  Karastra  and  Private 
1st  Glass  Blaine  C.  Van  Valin.  Aerial 
radio  operators  are  being  trained  indi- 
vidually under  the  supervision  of  2nd 
Lieut.  Arthur  V.  Jones,  Air  Reserve, 
Communications  Officer. 

oOo 

A contract  was  recently  awarded  by  the 
Army  Air  Corps  to  Keuffel  and  Esser  Co. , 
Hoboken,  R.J.,  in  the  amount  of  $177,450. 
and  to  Bausch  Lomb  Optical  Co. , Rochester, 
R.Y. , in  the  sum  of  855,000,  for  the  pro- 
curement of  two  types  of  drift  m.eters  for 
installation  in  Army  Air  Corps  Bombard- 
ment planes  now  being  fabricated. 
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mi  PROBLEMS  EOR  THE  AIR  CORPS  TO  SOLVE 


ROTE:  The  following  ai'e  the  impres- 
sions of  Private  R.P.  Fowler, 
31st  Bombardment ■ Sanadnon, 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , upon  . 
the  recent  visit  of  the  XB~15 
to  that  station. 


There  was  something  hi^  in  the  air  yes- 
terday at  Hamilton  FieTd,  But  just  how 
big  was  a matter  that  far  exceeded  the 
wildest  calculation.  Rumored  about  the 
field' v/as  the  statement  that  the  most 
gigantic  of  Air  Corps  aircraft  was  to 
make  its  debut  at  tnis,  the  newest  and 
most  modern  of  Army  air  fields. 

It  came  from  out  of  the  north,  this 
colossal  ship  of  the  ozone,  and  it  grow 
to  such  proportions  that  doubtful  specu- 
lation went  about  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  would  be  able  to.  sit  down  at  our 
small  portion  of  Marin  County.  Much. to 
the  surprise  of  everyone  (everyone  from 
the  field  and  news  "hawks"  aplenty  from 
San  Francisco  were  on  hand  to  see  it 
come  in)  this  giant  plane,  with  the  aid 
of  its  speed-reducing  flaps,  landed 
easily,  using  but  three-qua,rt'er s of  the 
landing  m.at. 

Although  all  were  amazed  at  its  size 
at  that  distance,  it  was  not  xjitil  it 
had  come  to  rest  in  front  of  the  hangar 
that  the  word  gigantic  conveyed  its  true 
meaning. 

_Y\rith  this  airplane  it  wasn’t  a ques- 
tion of  how  many  men  would  be  designated 
to  crew  it  or  keep  it  in  condition;  it 
was  'whether  or  not  one  scuadron  viould  be 
capable  of  crowing  one  engine.  And  it 
would  no  ■ longer  be  the  case  of  the  Souad- 
ron  sending  in  the  report  to  staff  offi- 
cers that  one  certain  airplane  would  or 
would  not  be  in  condition  on  a,  certain 
day  - it  would  be  a report  concerning 
one  motor  only. 

Because  of  the  distance  betw/een  motors, 
the  most  practicable  means  of  communica- 
tion is  the  radio.  A tv/enoy-four  hour 
schedule  is  maintained  on  the  net,  due 
to  the  fact  that  a constant  check  on  the 
weather  is  necessary.  The  fact  that  the 
crew  ''n  one  engine  might  be  enjoying  per- 
fect weather  while  the  crew/  on  the 
neighboring  engine  might  be  engulfed  in 
a blizzard  makes  the  weather  report  all 
important. 

Each  member  of  the  crew  'w/orking  on 
this  super  plane  is  equipped  w;ith  a com- 
pass _ and  ten  days'  emergency  rations, 
provided  in  case  he  should  become  lost 
while  going  about  his  work. 

The  average  citizen  isn' t allov/ed  to 
go  aboard  this  craft  for  inspection,  due 
to  the  fact  that  at  the  last  landing  one 
person  g-^t  aboard  'unnoticed  and  wasn’t 
found  for  days, 

_ In  conclusion,  it  is  evident  that  if 
airplanes  increase  in  size  in  the, next 
ten  years,  as  they  have  in  the  last  ten, 
about  the  only  place  they  will  be  able 
to  land  will  be  in  Texas,  and  the  mem- 


bers of  the  crews  will  have  to  be 
equipped  with  bicycles  to  take  them  to 
and  from- their  stations  aboard  the 
leviathans. 

oOo 


MISSIONS  WITH  ERGIRSSR  TROOPS 


STOCK' OF  PLANES  AT  CHANNTE  FIELD  GROWS 


Three  Keystone  Bombers  ( designated  by 
a wisecracker  as  "Flying  Fortresses"  - 
Chanute  Field  type)  vintage  unknown, 
were  flown  into  that  field  from  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  thus  swelling  the  line  of 
airplanes  parked  outside  of  hangars.  It 
is  expected  that  tney  will  suffer  pul- 
monary congestion  as  a result'  of  their 
departure  from  the  sunny  south.  Already 
it  has  been  noticed  that  the  B-1&  and 
C-33  have  suffered  head  colds  and  spinal 
frigidity  when  they  poked  their  noses 
or  tails  in  hangars  overnight.  Only 
nose  or  tail  could  be  accommodated,,  due 
to  limited  hannar  s'oace. 


to  limited  hangar  space. 

— —oOo  — 


C 


After  a lay-off  of  more  than  a month, 
and  just  when  the  97th  Observation 
Squadron'  (Corps  & Army)  , Mitchol  Field, 
N.T. , was  entertaining  the  idea  of 
putting  the  aerial  cooperative  material 
in  moth  balls  for  the  v/inter  season,  the 
1st  Engineers  at  Fort  DuPont,  Delaware, 
came  to  the.  rescue  with  a.  call  for  a 
two-day  mission.  Tliis  work,  conducted 
on  December  9th  and  10 th,  included 
spotting  'by  aerial,  observer  of  eight 
camouflaged  machine  guns  in  defensive 
positions  bn  the  post  of  Fort  DuPont;' 
observation  of  post  activities.under . 
conditions  of  enemy  air  raid,,  and  obser- 
vation of  dismounted  troops  in, march  ■' 

CO  Damn  being  deployed  for  firing  on  a 
simulated  attack  from  the  air.  On  the 
second  morning,  drop  and  pick-up  mes- 
sage work  was  accomplished. 

Second  Lieutenants  Alfred  G.  Witter 
and  Morris  E.  Thomas,  Air  Reserve,  co- 
operated with  the  Engineers  and  attend- 
ed the  final  critique  conducted  by 
Colonel  C.L.  Hall,  "Commanding  Officer. 
oOo 


0 


A contract  was  recently  entered  into 
with  the  Hamilton  Standard  Propeller  Di- 
vision, United  Aircraft  Corporation,  East 
Ha.rtford,  Conn.,  in  the  sum  of  $56,840.40 
for  the  procurement  of  blade  assemblies 
for  controllable  pitch  propellers ; and 
an  additional  contract  with  the  same  com- 
pany in  the  amount  of  $76,500.00  for  the 
procurement  of  propeller  assem'blies  for 
constant  speed  governors;  also  a contract 
with  the  Eclipse  Aviation  Corporation, 


East  Orange, 


, J. , in  the  amount  of 
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.$27,778.00  .for  the  procurement  rf  alter- 
nator and  dynamotor  assemblies  for  ..in- 
stallation in  Bombardment  aircraft  now  , 
undergoing  fabrication  or  already  in  ser-( 
vice  in  tactical  units;  also  a contract 
vdth  Wendell  Engineering  Co.,  Newark, N.J. 
in  amo-unt  of  $44,922.25  for  valve  grinder 
and  special  tools. 
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^'"iiooL  dssigfated  loivhy  fisld 

According  to  a recent  announcement  of 
the  Hon.  Harry  H.  Woodring,  Secretary  of 
War,  the  new  branch  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  at  Denver,  Colorado, 
will  he  named  Lowry  Field,  in  honor  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  B.  Lowry,  a resident 
of  Denver,  Colorado,  who  was  killed  in 
action  at  Crepion,  France,  September  26, 
1918. 

The  new  field  is  located  six  miles 
southeast  of  Denver  at  the  former  site 
of  the  Phipps  Memorial  Hospital,  where 
1600  W.P.A.  workers  are  nov/  engaged  in 
making’  the  field  suitable  for  occupancy 
early  in  January. 

The  National  Guard  field  located  at 
Denver  v/as  named  Lowry  Field  on  July  1, 
1924,  but  since  it  has  been  discontinued 
and  closed  and  the  future  activities  of 
the  ilational  Guard  airmen  will  be  con- 
ducted at  the  Denver  Municipal  Airport, 
the  name  now  becomes  available  for  the 
new  Armj’-  Air  Corps  station. 

In  announcing  the  name  selected  for 
the  Armj^-'s  new  technical  scnool  site, 
the  Secretary  of  War  stated  that  it  was 
particularly  appropriate  that  it  be 
named  Lowry  Field,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Lieut.  Lowry  was  born  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  December  1,  1894. 

Air  Corps  officers  said  it  T/as  peculi- 
arly fitting  that  the  new  home  of  the 
Photog'raphic  Brancn  of  the  Technical 
School  should  be  named  for  Lieut.  Lowry, 
who  was  killed  wiiile  on  a war-time  photo- 
graphic mission.  Tlie  citation  on  the 
award  of  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross 
to  him  reads  as  follows: 

"On  September  26,  v/hile  on  a very 
important  photographic  mission,  Lieut. 
Lowry  with  Lieut,  Kelly,  pilot,  realiz- 
ed the  importance  of  the  mission  and 
chose  to  continue  their  course  tnrough 
harassing  antiaircraft  barrage,  A 
shell  made  a direct  hit  cn  the  plane, 
brought  it  down  in  fragments,  aud  in- 
stantly killed  Lieut.  Lowry." 

oOo— — 

MEXICAN  FLYING  STUDENT  KILLED  IN  CRASH 

Captain  F.A.  Avelino,  of  the  Mexican 
Army,  a student  in  the  Attack  Section  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  crashed  into  a house 
in  the  city  of  Austin,  Texas,  on  the 
night  of  December  7th  while  making  a 
night  flight  from  Hensley  Field,  Dallas, 
Texas,  to  Kelly  Field.  The  crash  result- 
ed in  the  death  of  Captain  Avelino  and  a 
two-year  old  child,  who  had' just  been 
put  to  bed  by  its  mother  a few  minutes 
before  the  crash. 

Captain  Avelino  was  attempting  to  lo- 
cate the  Aiistin  Airport  while  flying  at 
a low  altitude  (the  ceiling  estimated  at 
300  feet,  and  ragged)  and  had  been  heard 
circling  over  Austin  just  prior  to  the 
crash.  Apparently  he  became  confused 


by  the  tower  lights  of  Austin, . thinkings 
that  one.  of  them  was  the  floodlight  at 
the  Airport,  and  while  making  an  ap- 
proach at  what  he  thought  was  the  Air- 
port the  plane  struck  the  roof  of  one 
house  and  ploughed  into  the  house  next 
door. 

Captain  Avelino  wras  flying  an  A-17 
type  aiiplane  on  a student  flight  with 
sixteen  other  students  of  the  Attack 
Section  departing  from  Hensley  Field  at 
five-minute  intervals,  beginning  at  5:45 
p.ra.  At  the  time  the  first  plane  was 
cleared  from  Hensley  Field  the  v/eather 
was  satisfactory  along  the  route  from 
Hensley  Field  to  Kelly  Field.  At  6:50 
p.ra. , Lieut.  Vance  landed  at  Kelly  Field 
from  Hensley  Field  and  reported  low 
ceilings  betvyeen  Waco  and  Austin.  Captain 
Ja:iiison,  Chief  of  the  Attack  Section, 
called  the  Radio  Ra.nge  Station  at  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  and  requested  a broad- 
cast over  the  Waco  station  to  all  stu- 
dents of  the  Attack  flight  to  return  to 
Hensley  Field,  and  that  the  weather  was 
closing  in  rapidly  between  Waco  and  San 
I Antonio.  All  students  of  the  flight 
i received  this  broadcast  and  C8.rried  out 
I instructions,  with  the  exception  of 
j Captain  Avelino,  wdio  apparently  did  not 
I understand  the  radio  broadcast  and  con- 
I tinued  Oii  his  course,  to  encounter  the 
j low  ceiling  reported  between  Waco  and 
Austin. 

Ca^ptain  Avelino  had  made  satisfactory 
j progress  in  his  training  at  the  Advanced 
j Flying  School,  and  it  is  exceedingly  un- 
I fortunace  that  his  difficulty  in  under- 
I standing  the  Eng'lis'ii  language,  especial- 
! ly  over  the  radio,  should  have  caused 
! the  termination  of  his  career  in  the  fly- 
i ing  game. 

j oOo 

I AIRCRAFT  INSTRU14ENT  LIGHTING 

i According  to  advice  received  from  the 
i Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
I Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  individual  instru- 
I ment  lighting  for  aircraft  has  recently 
. been  standardized,  superseding  the  in- 
; direct  instrument  board.  This  method  of 
j illumination,  which  is  glareless  and 
i ujiiform,  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  a 3- 
I volt  miniature  lainp,  replaceable  in 
I flight.  Voltage  reduction  from  12  tc  3 
; volts  and  uniform.ity  of  lighting  be- 
! tween  instrume.rts  is  obtained  by  the 
I use  of  fixed  resistors  of  various  re- 
I sistance  values.  A control  rheostat 
■!  in  the  12-volt  circuit  is  used  for  the 
i variation  of  illumination  on  the  instru- 
i ments.  The  electrical  system  to  the  in- 
j strument  lamp  is  electrically  shielded 
anid  uses  a quick-detachable  connector. 

oOo 

Captain  Courtland  M,  Brovina,  Air  Corps, 
was  promoted  to  the  temporary  rank  of 
Major  in  the  Air  Corps  with  rank  from 
December  12,  1937. 

11- 
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m.iY  AIR  CORPS  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  FOR  1937  ARD  PLANS  FOR,  1938 
A Review  Ly  Major  General  0.  Westover,  CLief  of  Air  Corpsr. 


V/ith.  the  passing  of  the  year  1937,  it 
is  well  to  make  a survey  of  accomplish- 
ments in  the  immediate  past  and  lay 
plans  to  guide  ns  toward  future  progress. 

Army  Air  Corps  accomplishments  for 
1937  can  hest  he  summarized  under  throe 
headings;  Technical  development  and  ex- 
perimentation; production  of  material, 
airplane  engines,  and  accessory  equip- 
ment; tactical  operation. 

Technical  Development  and  Experimentation 


The  year  1937  stressed  the  development 
and  initial  test  of  several  Interesting 
airplane  tj^es.  The  XFM-1  Bell  multi- 
seater  fighter  was  watched  with  jjarticu- 
lar  interest  hy  Army  Air  Corps  officers 
because  it  represented  not  only  £ new 
plane,  hut  an  entirely  new  development. 
Fighters  in  the  Array  Air  Corps  hereto- 
fore have  been  of  the  single-seater  and 
tT.'9-seater  types,  each  powered  hy  a 
single  engine.  The  multi-seater  fighter 
was  drawn  up  to  new  specifications,  our 
tactical  organizations  having  expressed 
a need  for  a' fighter  with  sufficient 
power  to  cope  successfully  with  the  giant 
Bombers  appearing  in  all  the  leading  air 
powers  of  the  world.  The  experimental 
plane,  the  Bell  "Airacuda,"  was  1937|s 
answer  to  that  requirement.  It  combines 
into  one  airplane  probably  more  depart- 
ures and  experimental  installations  than 
any  other  single  airplane  developed  in 
the  world  last  year.  It  is  now  undergo- 
ing flight  tests  at  our  Experimental  Di- 
vision, Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Another  plane,  unique  in  the  field  of 
aviation,  v/hich  v/as  developed  to  Army 
Air  Corps  specifications  and  delivered 
for  test  during  the  year  was  the  so- 
called  sub-stratosphere  plane,  the  Lock- 
heed yC-35.  In  outv/ard  appearance  very 
similar  to  a Loclcheed  commercial  plane 
product,  it  was  developed  with  a super- 
charged pressure  cabin  and  is  now  being 
used  as  an  experim.ental  laboratory  at 
Wright  Field  to  study  the  effects  on 
personnel  and  equipment  in  operations 
at  high  altitude.  It  wa.s  the  first 
such  pressure  cabin  plane  known  and  is 
devised  to  obtain  the  data  and  test  ac- 
cessory equipment,  looking  to  the  time 
when  railita,ry  air  fleets  and  commercial 
air  transport  maj/’  move  at  high  levels  in 
the  interest  of  increased  speed,  effi- 
ciency and  economy. 

The  XB-15,  Boeing  4— engine  "Super  Fly- 
ing Fortress,"  w'as  delivered  to  the  Army 
Air  Corps  in  December  as  the  next  step 
in  the  Army's  big  bom-bor  development  pro- 
gram. It  represented  a tremendous  in- 
crease in  range  and  armament  capacity. 

The  XP-37,  developed  by  the  Curtiss 
Airplane  Division,  Buffalo,  N.Y. , was 


ciency  over  1936  types. 

■ Development  in  the  power  plant  field 
for  the  year  included  delivery  and  test 
of  air-cooled  and  liquid-cooled  engines 
of  increased  poY/er  and  refinement.  En- 
gines of  a shape  suitable  for  installa- 
tion in  airplane  wings  appeared  and  were 
pushed  to  completion.  . Tliese  looked  par- 
ticularly premising  for  large  planes  re- 
Quiring  multi-engine  emplacement. 

Hot  alone  in  the  airplane  and  engine 
field  was  progress  made;  many  accesso- 
ries were  completed  experimentally  and 
tested  which  are  expected  to  have^a^ 
marked  effect,  on  the  universal  utility 
of  both  fighting  and  commercial  aircraft. 
Outstanding  in  this  field  was  the  Arn^'  s 
automatic  landing  device.  This  unit, 
developed  by  officers  and  engineers  at 
?/right  Field,  demonstrated  by  more  than 
fifty  landings  that  it  is  now  possible 
to  land  aircraft  successfully  in  any 
kind  of  weather,  evenwith  zero  visibil- 
ity, automatically,  without  a human  hand 
touching  the  controls.  New  and  import- 
ant instruments  were  designed  and  per- 
fected facilitating  celestial  navigation 
for  aircraft. 


Production  of. Materiel 


the  year's  outstanding  single-seater 


It 


fighter  built  for  the  A..rmqr  Air  Corps, 
emphasizes  a considerable  increase  in 
speed,  maneuverability,  and  combat  effi- 
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More  thah~4U0“'hew  airplanes  v/ere 
i bought  by  the  Air  Corps  during  the  year 
1 to  comply  with  the  Army's  program  to 
I build  by  June_,  1940,  to  the  authorized  m 
j strength  of  2320  modern  effective  planes.  Qf 
j These  new  milite.ry  aircraft  are  of 
i latest  types  and  designs,  and  it  is  no 
j exaggeration  to  say  that  they  are  in 
' every  case  the  equal,  and  in  some  cases 
! the  superior  in  combat  efficiency  to 
i those  possessed  in  quantity  by  any  other 
^ country. 

I Funds  were  expended  in  large  amounts 
I to  increase  our  operating  efficiency  by 
I supplying  more  nearly  adequate  bases, 
i Prominent  among  the  new  fields  for  the 
j year  on  which  work  v/as  started^  ®r  push- 
j ed  energetice.lly  were  Hickam  Field  in 
'Hawaii;  McChord  Field,  the  new  Northwest 
i air  base  at  Tacoma,  Washington;  and  the 
j branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School 
I at  LoY/ry  Field,  Denver,  Colorado.  Exist- 
ing airdrom.es  v/ere  greatly  improved  by 
additional  hangar  construction,  shop  and 
technical  equipment  installations  and  by 
the  construction  of  additional  landing 
and  take-off  runways. 

Tactical  Operation 
The  General  Head^arters  Air  Force 
ably  supervised  and  superintended  train- 
ing programs  and  schedules  approved  by 
the  War  Department  for  Air  Corps  tactic- 
al units.  Early  in  the  year,  individual 
pilot  efficiency  was  stressed,  immedi- 
ately followed  by  squadron,  group  and 
wing  maneuvers  devised  to  improve  and 
test  ta.ctical  unit  efficiency  on  a large 
scale.  Organization  training  v/as  tested 
on  a v/ar-tirae  basis  by  several  large 
scale  maneuvers.  Organizations  made  sev- 
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eral  mass  fli^’hts  from  coast  to  coast  to 
perfect  all  the  details  of  mobility  and 
to  demonstrate  the  problems  incident  to 
a concentration  of  onr  Air  Force  on 
either  coast. 

The  Outlook  for  1938 

Plans  have  already  "been  perTected  and 
initiated  to  stress  in  1938  onr  experi- 
mental plane  and  engine  development.  It 
has  been  recognized  by  onr  military  lead- 
ers that  great  emphasis  must  be  placed 
on  experimentation  and  development  of 
flyi.ng  equipment  if  onr  country  is  to 
remain  abreast  of  world  air  progress. 

This  is  particularly  true  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  well  known  that  several 
of  the  leading  air  powers  in  the  world, 
now  realizing  the  reason  for  American 
predominance,  are  expending  vast  sum.s  on 
their  aviation  experimental  programs.  We 
now  know,  therefore,  that  i.f  we  do  not 
increase  our  funds  for  research  and  de- 
velopment materially  within  three  to 
five  years,  we  shall  be  left  behind  in 
aeronautical  progress.  Our  planes  and 
engines  will  be  inferior  to  those  of  our 
possible  adversaries. 

The  definite  trends  in  aviation  point 
to  the  ever  increasing  size  of  aircraft, 
increased  horsepower  output  of  engines, 
with  less  weight  per  unit  horsepower , and 
multiple-engine  employment.  Another 
definite  trend  is  toward  the  more  uni- 
versal employment  of  aircraft  in  all 
weathers  and  climes,  made  possibl.e  by 


awarded  the  Sylvanus  Albert  Reed  Award 
for  the  year  1937.  It  was  considered 
that  Llr.  Jacobs’  contribution  to  aero- 
nautical science  during  the  last  year 
v/as  outstanding,  and  that,  as  a result 
thereof,  the  performa.nce  of  airplanes, 
both  as  to  speed  and  carrying  capacity, 
has  been  improved,  all  modern  mi],itary 
and  coriznercial  airplanes  using  the  wing 
sections  developed  by  him.  It  was  fur- 
tiiwr  made  tuat  tiic  use  of  Axe  xxew 

type  of  wing  improved  the  safety  as  well 
as  the  performance  cnaracteristics  of  the 
airplanes. 

The  Reed  Award,  Y/liich  includes  a certi- 
ficate and  a cash  award  of  V'250,  is 
granted  each  year,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Institute  of  the  Aeronautical 
Sciences,  "for  a notable  contx-ibution  to 
tne  aeronautical  sciences  resulting  from 
experimental  or  theoretical  investiga- 
tions, the  beneficial  influence  of  wiiich 
on  the  development  of  practical  aeronaut- 
ics is  apparent." 

Mr.  Jacobs’  investigati.ons  were  conduct 
ed  in  the  laboratories  of  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  at 
Langley  Field,  Va.  He  initiated  an  ex- 
tensive research  for  development  of  im- 
I proved  forms  for  airpl.anes,  e.nd  through 
! years  of  study  lias  developed  shapes  which 
I give  the  most  efficient  air  flow.  His 
1 work  has  been  recognized  by  the  Society 
i of  Automotive  lingineers,  which  awarded 
him  the  ‘■.Tight  Brothers  Medal  in  1933, 


entertained  him  as  guest  speaker  of  the 
Foita  Foundation  in  193o. 

— —oOo 

THE  THREE -■^niEEL  LAHElHGi-  GEAR 


perfected  flight  and  navigational  instru-l  and  by  the  Roshal  Academy  of  Italy,  which 
ments. 

Two  great  air  doctrines  will  motivate 
all  military  air  wurk  for  1938.  The 
first  of  these  is  a realization  that  air- 
planes alone  do  not  make  an  Air  Force. 

Along  T/ith  modern  up-to-date  planes  must 
go  skilled  operating  and.  combat  crev/s, 
trained  maintenance  crews,  efficient  ac- 
cessory equipment,  and  ample  air  bases. 

The  second  of  these  basic  and  funda- 
mental doctrines  was  ably  enunciated  by 
t'he  Secretary  of  War  in  the  following 
words: 

"It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
modern  aircraft  cannot  be  g^uickly  impro- 
vised. The  construction  of  airplanes 
necessarily  takes  considuerable  time. 

Hence,  our  peacetime  strength  should  ap- 
proximate rather  closely  our  require- 
ments in  war.  Furthermore,  in  a major 
war  our  air  arm  wrould  probably  be  engaged 
almost  immediately  on  the  opening  of  hos- 
tilities. Therefore,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  be  practically  on  a war  footing 
in  time  of  pea.ce.  " 

oOo 


1937  REED  AHARD  GOES  TO  E, 


JACOBS 


For  his  w^ork  on  the  aerodynamic  im- 
provement of  airfoils  used  in  modern  mil- 
itary and  commercial  aircraft,  Mr. 

Eastman  H.  Jacobs,  aeronautical  engineer 
on  the  staff  of  the  Fational  Advisory 
Committee  f®r  Aeronautics,  was  recently 


An  Associated  Press  aviation  correspon- 
dent recently  stated  that  American  avia- 
tion is  about  read^^  to  set  forth  on  a tri 
cycle,  and  in  do 11%  so  will  revolutionize 
not  only  the  airplane  industry  but  air- 
port ple.nning  as  well.  He  goes  on  to  say 
tliat  Major  Carl  F.  Greene,  Air  Corps, 
head  of  the  Air  Corps  engineering  [procure 
ment  branch,  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Ohio,  intimated  that  results  of 
experiments  with  a three-wheeled  landing 
gear,  designed  to  supplant  the  orthodox 
undiercarriage , already  suggest  important 
cnanges  in  airplane  design,  flight  opera- 
tions and  airdrome  construction. 

Accordii%  to  Major  Greene,  tests  con-*' 
ducted  on  a 9,000-pound  twin-motored  con- 
verted ampiiibian  show  that  the  ship, 
e.uipped  with  the  tricycle  gear,  can  be 
landed  with  less  regard  to  prevailing 
wind  di.rection  or  to  the  attitude  of  the 
ship,  than  in  the  case  if  an  airplane 
equipped  with  the  present  type  of  under- 
carriage. Thus  is  suggested  elimination 
of  extensive  systems  of  runways  for  air- 
ports - and  substitution  of  an  all- 
concrete or  other  hardsurfaced  landing- 
field  to  accomiuodate  probable  increase 
iii  air  travel.  In  its  military  aspects 
there  arises  the  possibility  of  utiliz- 
( Continued  on  Page  14). 
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FLOOD  RELIEF  T/ORK  IN  CALIFORNIA 


Flood  relief  work  in  the  inundated 
central  valley  of  California  on  December 
12th  and  13th  by  the  88th  Reconnaissance 
Squadron  cf  Hamilton  Fields  Calif.,  ;prov- 

Q h-Q  1 Ti  •I'.ln  a iiGo'pTT'l-noec!  nf*  f-lo  o A -nr 


ed  groups  of  Reserve  officers  to  a 
Regular  officer  on  duty  in  the  School. 

' The  visitors  displayed  great  interest 
in  the  various  departments  of  the 
School,  the  equipment  used,  and  the 

Tnn'l.aTri  p-nr]  'idn r,r* n nci-hr'nr’t. i r>n  csva'I 


ed  again  the  usefulness  of  the  Army  on 
peace-time  emergencies.  7/ith  the  Sacra- 
mento and  San  Joaquin  Rivers  and  their 
tributaries  overflowing  after  torrential 
rams,  with  towns  inundated,  levies 
breaking  and  survivor  s marooned,  in , mo.un- 
tainous  terrain,  requests  for  aid  came 
from  both  Army  District  Engineers  and 
CCC  authorities. 

Flying  precariously  between  the  pre- 
cipitous walls  of  Yo Semite  Valley,  1st 
Lieut.  R.R.  Walker,  pilot,  and  2nd  Lieut. 
Jack  L.  Randolph,  co-pilot,  dropped  food 
and  medical  supplies  from  their  Sikorsky 
ai-p)liibian  airplane  to  the  members  of  a 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camp  axid 
other  refugees  in  Yosemite  Valley.  At 
that  timie  the  valley  ha.d  been  isolated 
when  the  all-year  highway  was  washed  out 
by  the  Merced  River. 

Photographs  of  breaks  in  tho  flood  con- 
trol system  of  the  area  were  taken  from 
two  Douglas  Bombing  airplanes  of  the 
88th  Reconnaissance  Squadron.  Mcijor_ 
Newton  Longfellow,  pilot,  with  1st  Lieut. 
Robert  H.  Kelly,  co-pilot,  and  Staff  .Sgt. 
David  L.  Fredenburg,  photographer,  made 
reconnaissance  strips  of  the  rivers  run- 
ning into  Monterey  Bay,  and  of  the 
Russian  River  from  its  mouth  to  the 
flood-ruined  city  of  Healdsburg.  Pin 
point  photogrpphs  of  broken  levies  and  a 
reconnaissance  strip  of  the  Sacramento 
River  from  Red  Bluff  to  Colusa  wore  ob- 
tained by  1st  Lieut.  Leslie  0.  Peterson, 
■pilot,  with  1st  Lieut.  John  B.  Cary,  co- 
pilot, and  Private  Henry  F.  Staple, 
photographer. 

The  first  call  for  aid  reached  the 
Squadron  about  10:00  a.m. , Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 12th.  By  noon,  crewrs  had  been  as- 
sembled and  all  airplanes  were  off  the 
ground.  Prints  of  all  photographs^ were 
delivered  to  the  Army  District  Engineers 
the  following  morning. 

,o0o . 


modern  and  thorough  instruction  system 
employed.  Some  of  these  Reserve  offi- 
cers had  been  .ground  officers  during  the 
World  War,  .and  some  were  8.viators.  All 
of  them  expressed,  profound  amazement  at 
the  great  advances  in  airplanes,  air- 
craft engines,  propellers,  instruments, 
accessories,  armament,  radio  and  photo- 
graphic equipment.  The  inspection  trip, 
was  interrupted  for  luncheon  at  the 
Officers’  Club. 

Upon  completion  of  the  tour  through 
the  School  and  around  the  post,  the 
visitors  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  they  could  hardly  have  believed 
(unless  they  had  actually  seen)  that 
such  a splendid  school  with  high  morale 
could  be  operated  in  vronden  buildings  . 
of  war-time  vintage. 


Having  seen  the  modern  airplane  and 


Its  complicated  equipment,  the  visitors- 
T/ere  very  greatly  surprised  that  a tech- 
nician competent  to  maintain  the  various 
items  could  be  trained  in  the  short  time 
allotted  to  the  various  courses. 

Upon  completion  of  the  inspection 
tour.  Major  Harper  thanked  the  Reserve  . 
officers  for  their  interest  and  told  ..■ 
tnem  that  they  v/ere  the  most  representa-. 
tive  group  of  citizens, he  had  ever  seen: 
visit  the  Air  Corps  Tecimical  School. 

The  spokesman  for  the  Reserve  officers 
stated  that  they  wished  to  commend  the 
Commancant  and  scxiccl  perBOiniel  for  the 
splendid  school  which  the  Army  Air  Corps 
has  established  at  Chanute  Field. 

oOo 


Tricycle  Landing  G-ear  (From  page  13) 


RESERVE  OFFICERS  VISIT  CHAl'RJTE  FIELD 


Forty-five  Reserve  officers,  represent- 
ing all  branches  of  the  Army,  and  a cross 
section  '^f  outstanding  citizens  in  Cen- 
tral Illinois,  visited  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111. , on  December  8th  in  re- 
sponse to  an  invitation  extended  by 
Lieut,  Colonel  Junius  W.  Jones,  Command- 
ant of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School. _ 
The  Reserve  officers  forming  the  visit- 
ing group  were  members  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tor in  charge  of  Major  Walter  F,  Gregory, 
Infantry,  instructor  at  Decatur,  111.  A 
formal  welcome  to  Chanute  Field  and  the 
Air  Corps  Technical  School  was  extended 
by  Major  Earle  G.  Harper,  Acting  Command- 
ant, following  which  Major  Harper  assign- 


‘ill 
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ing  readily' donvertible  sectibns  cf  ex- 
isting paved  highways  - granted  non-in-' 
terference  from  nearby  communication 
lines. 

Th3  use  of  the  tricycle  landing  gear 
likely  would  necessitate  important 
changes  in  plane  design,  it  was  stated, 
noting  that  to  date  no  "retractable" 
equipment  of  the  kind  is  available.  It 
was  ^reed  that  tho  gear  will  have  to  be 
pulled  up  and  stowed  away  v/hile  the  plane 
is  in  flight  in  the  same  manner  as  pre- 
sent landing  gears. 

Through  resultant  new  problems  of  load 
distribution  and  change  in  the  plane's 
relative  position  to  the  ground,  being 
roughly  parallel  ?dth  it,  as  it  lands  or 
gets  under  wa-y,  it  was  Major  Greene’s 
belief  that  widespread  adoption  of  the 
now  tj^e  -undercarrij^e  might  make  desir- 
able a return  to  "high  wing"  monoplane 
construction.  Officers  appeared  agreed 
that  tne  use  of  the  tricycle  gear  would 
eliminate  many  landing  hazards  encounter- 
ed due  to  present  necessity  for  the  pilot 
to  contrive  an  exact  adjustment  of  the 
conventional  plane  to  the  ground. 
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MISSIi^G  OFFICERS  STEli'TDED  ON  TINY  ISLAND 


RADIOMEN  GBjIDUATE  FROM  SCHOOL  IN  HAWAII 


Graduation  exercises  for  students  of 
the  18th  Wing  Coimnunications  School  were 
held  at  Luke  Field,  T,H. , on  December 
ilst.  Twentj-three  enlisted  men  graduat- 
i ed.  For  the  past  seven  months,  Air 
i Corps  soldiers  from  Ltike  and  ’JWieeler 
Fields  have  heen  working  on  a stiff 


One  of  those  not  infreejuent  typhoons 
in  the  Philippines  proved  the  source  of 
much  v/orry  in  U.S.  Army  and  Philippine 
Army  circles  recently.  On  Decemher  5th, 
when  returning  to  Manila  in  a Borah ing 
plane  from  the  island  of  Mindanao,  where 
they  had  gone  to  make  a survey  of  Moro 

uprisings,  Major  General  Paulino  Santos,  | course  in  rPvdio  theory,  code_and  field 
Chief  of  Staff,  and  Colonel  Fidel  i telephones,  aJong  vdth  associated  suh 

Segundo,  Chief  of  the  Intelligence  C9rps  | courses  designed  to  turn  out  full  fledged 
of  the  Philippine  Array,  piloted  hy  Lieut.;  radio  operators  and  mechanics.  Out  of  34 
William  Lee,  Army  Air  Corps,  Chief  of  i students  starting  the  course,  the  follow- 
the  Philippine  A-rrsy  Air  Corps,  encounter-j  ing  33  were  graduated: 
ed  the  raging-  typhoon  and  were  missing  , Michele  Aulicino  Timothy  J.  Hurley 

Cordell  C.  Jones 
Ivor  Keller 
Paul  S,  Kowalski 
Stanley  J, Richardson 
Alfred  L.  Dickens  Edward  W,  Robertson 
Frank  S.  Erickson  Francis  A.  Russell 


lohn  J.  Call 
Lynn  H.  CLild 
Edm-und  R.  Dabney 
Theodore  G.  Dell 


Raymond  Striraling 
Leon  J.  Waldrop 
Willard  L.  Tvorden 
Neal  I.  Zo liars 


for  four  days  before  they  were  sighted 
on  a tiny  tropical  island,  the  identify 
of  which  proved  a source  of  much  doubt, 
by  Lieut.  Alfred  Maxwell  from  an  .Ar-my 
plane,  one  of  a num.ber  of  others  engaged 
in  the  search  for  the  missing  officers. 

Lieut.  Lee,  whose  article  on  the 
Philippine  Army  Air  Corps  appears  else- 
where in  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter, 
exl'iibited  consid.erable  skill  in  managing 
to  land  the  bombing  plane  on  the  little 
island.  The  trio  were  welcomed  and  en- 
tertained by  a fisherman  and  his  wife, 
v\ho  were  the  sole  inhabitants  of  the 
little  island. 

During  his  four  days'  stay  on  the 
island,  Lieut.  Lee  learned  to  eat  rice 
and  eggs  - the  diet  for  every  breakfast,  , 

1-unch  and  dinner  - with  his  fingers.  Tne  i SKY  BATTLESHIP  FLIES  TO  DAYTON  FOR  TESTS 
fisherfolk’ s spoons  were  made  of  shells. 

They  had  no  knives  or  forks. 

General  Santos  and  Colonel  Segundo 
talked  in  dialect  with  the  fisherfoUo. 

They  had  never  heard  of  Manuel  Quezon, 

President  of  the  Philippine  Comm.onweaith, 

It  was  exciting  news  to  them  that  the 
Philippines  took  the  first  step  toward 
independence  from  the  United  States  two 
years  ago. 

— — oOo 


Erwin  L , For eraan 
John  J.  Haggerty 
Harold  E.  Horton 
Francis  L.  Huck 
Jr.hn  Ganetos 

The  instructors  were  Corporal  Raymond 
L.  Dickson  and  Private  1st  Class  French 
0.  Cox.  The  School  is  ^onder  the  direc- 
tion of  1st  Lieut.  Daniel  A.  Cooper,  Air 
I Corps. 

! ^ _„o0o— 


j The  biggest  Bomber toent  plane  of  them 
jail,  the  Boeing  XB-lo,  loft  Seattle, 
iWash. , shortly  before  noon  on  Devember 
!2nd,  enroute  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  via  the 
j southern  route,  for  final  tests.  The 
Bomber  had  madd  14  test  flights  over 
Seattle  before  it  was  officially  turned 
'over  to  the  Air  Corps. 


Ten  men,  headed  by  Majors  John  D. 
Corkille,  Air  Cores  Representative  at 
! the  plant  of  the  Boeing  Company,  and 


i 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  AIR  COIAIERCE  REGULATIONS 

The  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Mnc  Air 
Corps  received  300  copies  of  Air  Eegeila- 
tions  from  the  Bureau  of  Air  Commerce, 

Department  of  Commerce,  which  were  d.j.3- 
tributed  on  a pilot  quota  basis  to  the 

Air  Corps  stations.  {Stanley  M.  Umstead  Chief  o?  tne  Flying 

The  Bureau  of  Air  Commerce  has  promised: Bra,nch  at  Wright  Field,  were  occupants 
2200  additional  copies  as  soon  as  they  !of  the  ship,  the  other  eight  being  Capt. 
are  received  from  the  printer.  Immedi-  |C.S.  Irvine,  Air  Corns,  engineering  offi- 
ately  upon  their  receipt  they  will  be  icer;  C.N,  Keller,  ra.dio  operator,  civil 
distributed  to  the  Air  Corps  stations  in  jem-oloye  of  the  Army;  George  C.  Henderson, 
sufficient  quantity  so  that  one  copy  will|j\,ir  Corps  engineer,  Mark  H.  Koegler,  me- 
be  available  for  each  pilot.  jchanic;  Jack  Kylstra,  projection  engineer 

Steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Office  of  ifor  Boeing;  Kenneth  Taplin,  Boeing  elec- 
the  Chief  of  the  Ai’"  Corps  to  print  a 'trician;  and  A1  Hobush  and  William  Fell 
digest  of  air  regulations  prepared  by  the; of  the  Eclipse  Aviation  Corp. , manufactur 
Headquarters,  GHQ  Air  Force,  which  was  ; er  of  the  plane's  auxiliary  power  plant 
exceptionally  well  done,  on  the  back  of  'equiument. 

the  airr/ays  map  in  colors,  of  a suitable  The'  so  called  Slqy  Battleship,  after 


size  to  fit  into  the  radio  activities 
chart  folder.  These  will  be  distributed 
to  Air  Corps  stations  as  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  the  printer. 


landing  at  Hamilton  Field  in  the  siitcT- 
noon,  proceeded  to  its  destination  by 
easy  stages,  reaching  Wright  Field  on 
i the  afternoon  of  December  11th. 
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OBITUARIES 


Two  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers.  Captain  Ira 
W.  Galehouse  and  1st  Lieut.  W.  F.  Stev^rt,  who 
were  World  War  veterans  and  served  overseas  in 
that  conflict,  presuraably  were  drowned  in  the 
Facific  Ocean  as  the  result  of  an  airplane  ac- 
cident on  the  afternoon  of  December  12,  1957. 

Permission  had  been  granted  these  two  offi- 
cers by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Air  Reserve 
activities  at  the  Oakland  Municipal  Airport  to 
make  a local  instrument  training  flight.  They 
departed  from  the  Oakland  Airport  at  2:10  p.ra.  , 
with  orders  to  return  at  3l30  p.m.  The  weather 
was  good  and  the  visibility  excellent. 


Galehouse  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice on  January  13,  1919.  Shortly  thereafter, 
on  March  18,  1919,  he  was  appointed  a First 
Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve,  and  he  maintained 
his  Reserve  status  until  his  death.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  Captain  on  January  25,  1930.  His  occu- 
pation in  civil  life  v/as  that  of  District  manag- 
er of  the  American  Eagle  Aircraft  Corpora,tion. 


Lieut.  Stewart  was  born  November  16,  1893,  at 
D’rmbarton,  Scotland.  During  the  World  War  he 
enlisted,  July  10,  1917,  in  the  Aviation  Sec- 


Following  the  failure  of  the  tvjo  veteran  air-  j ticn,  Sigiial  Corps  Reserve,  and,  follomng  his 


men  to  return  on  scheduled  time,  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  the  Oakland  Airport  instituted  a 
search  for  the  missing  ET-9C  airplane  from  five 
o'clock  that  afternoon  until  darkness,  and  at 
daybreak  the  following  day  an  elaborate  search 
lasting  until  lake  in  the  afternoon  was  conduct- 
ed by  a total  of  4-0  airplanes,  including  seven 
from  the  Oakland  Airport,  twenty-one  from 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; seven  from  Moffett 
Field,  Calif.  , and  five  from  the  Naval  Reserve 


gre.duation  from  the  School  of  Military  Aeronaut- 
ics, University  cf  California,  Berkeley,  Calif.  , 
October  6,  1917,  he  7ra,s  ordered  to  duty  over- 
seas. He  received  his  primary  flying  training 
at  Tours,  his  advaiiced  training  at  Issoudun, 
and  his  aerial  gionnery  training  at  Cazaux,  fol- 
lovdng  which  he  was  attached  to  the  27th  Aero 
Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group. 

Shortly  following  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  Lieut.  Stewart  was  honorably  discharged 


Base  at  Oakland.  The  scope  of  the  search  cever- j from  the  service  on  February  24,  1919.  He  was 


ed  the  entire  land  and  off  shore  area  within  a 
75- mile  radius  of  the  Oalcland  Municipal  Air- 
port. No  trace  of  tlie  missing  flyers  was  found] 
although  aerial  observers  located  oil  and  drift  j 
floating  in  lower  San  Francisco  Bay.  Directed  : 
to  the  spot,  Coast  Guard  personnel  picked  up  a 
seat  cushion  bearing  marking  and  part  nuaiber  1 
identical  to  the  one  in  the  missing  airplane.  A' 
portion  of  a wooden  radio  mast  strut  vras  also 
picked  up. 


subsequently  commissioned  as  a 1st  Lieutenant 
in  the  Air  Reserve,  and  maintained  his  Reserve 
status  continuously. 


Captain  Galehouse  was  born  at  Lakeville, 

Calif. , January  22,  1894.  He  attended  grammar 
schools  and  high  school  in  his  native  city  and 
the  Mt.  Tamalpais  Military  Academy  at  San 
Rafael,  Calif.  For  three  years  he  served  as  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  California  National 
Guard. 

Enlisting  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Re- 
serve Corps,  at  San  Francisco  cn  June  12,  1917, 
he  was  sent  to  duty  overseas  follovdng  his 
graduation,  on  August  20,  1917,  from  the  School 
of  Military  Aeronautics,  University  of  Califor- 
nia, Berkeley,  Calif.  He  received  his  primary 
and  advaaced  flying  training  at  the  0th  Avia- 
tion Instruction  Center  at  Fcggia,  Italy,  and 
\ipcn  passing  the  tests  for  the  rating  of  Re- 
serve l.iilitary  Aviator,  he  was  commdssioned.  a 
1st  Lieutenant,  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps 
Reserve,  April  6,  1918. 

Captfin  Galehouse  served  as  pilot  and  bombing 
instructor  at  the  8th  Aviation  Instruction  Cen- 
ter until  June  18,  1918,  and  was  then  ordered 
to  the  zone  of  war  on  the  Italian  front,  being 
attached  to  the  5th  Squadron,  flying  Caproni 
airplanes,  and  stationed  at  San  Pelagic  air- 
drome. He  served  as  a horahing  pilot  until 
November  13,  1918,  and  flew  approximately  50 
hours  over  the  lines.  On  July  3,  1918,  he  was 
decorated  vrith  the  Croce  di  Guerra,  for  meri- 
torious serAmce,  by  King  Victor  Emanuel  at 
Bassano,  Italy.  I 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Captain' 
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Engaged  in  a.  trodning  flight  cn  the  morning 
of  December  20,  1937,  tv/c  Air  Reserve  Second 
Lieutenants,  James  E.  Do.rby  (pilot)  and  Sterling 
S.  Tatrjm  (pa,ssenger)  were  instantly  killed  •when 
their  BT-231  -siirplane  fell  in  a spin  at  Fort 
Ivlitchell,  Ala.  , 3 miles  from  Lawson  Field,  Fort 
Benning,  Ga.  The  weather  was  clear  and  un- 
limited, and  there  was  no  apparent  failure  of 


Gauipment  or  materiel.  Lieut.  Darby's  attempt 
j to  use  his  parachute  at  a low  altitude  -was  in 
i -vain. 

i Lieut.  Darby  was  born  in  Colfax,  Indiana,  No- 
I vember  9,  1903.  He  graduated  from  the  Colfax 
I Public  Schools  in  1922  and  from  the  DePauw  Uni- 
[ versity  in  1926.  He  served  with  the  Indiana 
; National  Guard  for  three  years.  Appointed  a 
i Flying  Cadet,  he  graduated  from  the  Primary 
] Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field  and  from  the  Ad- 
; vanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas; 

I -was  rated  an  Airplane  Pilot,  October  10,  1931, 

: and  on  that  date  appointed  a 2nd  Lieutenant  in 
i the  Air  Reserve. 

j Assigned  to  active  duty  at  Brooks  Field, 

I Lieut.  Darby  served  successively  in  various  ca~ 
ipacities  with  the  22nd  Observation  and  the 
53th  and  62nd  Service  Sq'ua.drons  for  a period  of 
nearly  nine  months,  and  then  reverted  to  inac- 
tive status.  In  the  latter  part  of  1934  he  -was 
on  active  duty  with  the  Civilian  Conservation 
Corps.  In  intervening  periods,  and  for  nearly 
four  years,  he  ■was  employed  as  co-pilot  and 
pilot  hy  commercial  airlines.  In  Septamber, 
1937,  he  v:as  placed  on  extended  active  duty 
with  the  Air  Corps  at  Lawson  Field  , Fort 
I Benning,  Ga.  At  that  time  his  total  flying 
I time  as  pilot  and  co-pilot  was  approxiimately 
i 5600  hours. 


Lieut. 


Tatum  -was  born  on  J-une  4,  1906,  at 
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Villiage  Springs;,  Alabama.  He  graduated  from 
the  Alabaxm.  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1928  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Scierice.  Ee  was  a 
member  of  the  106th  Observation  Souad.ron, 
Alabama  National  Guard,  until  his  appointment 
as  a Flying  Cadet  in  the  Air  Corps*  Follovring 
his  graduation  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  February  27,  1931,  he  was 
rated  as  Airplane  Pilot,  appointed  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve  and  placed  on 
active  duty  with  the  49th  Bombardment  Squadron 
at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Reverting  to  inactive  status  June  30,  1932, 
Lieut.  Tatum  vacated  his  Reserve  conmission  by 
accepting  a comnission  as  second  lieutenant  in 
the  Alabama  National  Guard,  rejoining  his  for- 
mer organization,  the  106th  Observation  Squad- 
ron. I'e  obtained  an  extended  leave  of  absence 
from  his  orgaiiization  and  for  a year  and  a 
half  was  emoloyed  as  an  aviator  by  the  Chinese 
Government.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  he  resigned  from  the  National  Guard 
on  November  25,  1937;  accepted  re-appointment 
as  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  .Reserve  on 
December  1,  1937,  and  was  placed  on  active  duty 
for  a period  of  three  years  with  the  Air  Corps. 
He  was  assigned  to  station  at  Lawson  Field, Fort 
Benning,  Ga. , and  had  been  selected  for  duty  at 
the  Air  Corps  Tecimical  School  at  Denver,  Colo, 
effective  on  or  a.bout  January  1,  1938. 


The  ds.spost  synpathy  of  the  Air  Corps  is.  ex- 
tended to  the  bereaved  families  and  friends  of 
these  officers  who  died  in  the  asrvice  of  their 
country. 

oOo 

FAIRFIELD  IS  AIR  FIBIGEIT  TERMINAL 

The  Fairfield  Air  Depot  has  been  designated 
the  Air  Freight  Terminal  for  the  East  and 
Middle  West.  Supplies  procured  by  the  tkteriel 
Division  are  shipped  from  the  contractors  to 
this  Depot  via  rail  and  subsequently  transfer- 
red to  other  Denote  via  air  transport.  The 
supplies  are  usually  crated,  or  packed,  and  no 
further  handling  is  required  except  labeling. 
Some  of  the  packages  must  be  opened,  inspected 
and  routed  to  different  destinations,  particu- 
larly those  for  insular  possessions.  "This  con- 
centration of  air  freight,  in  addition  to  gen- 
eral increase  in  business  from  the  activities 
in  the  Fairfield  Control  Area,  has  somewhat  re- 
tarded the  Yrarehousing  program  at  this  station,' 
says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent.  He  goes  on 
to  say  that  the  .shortage  of  Air  Transports  is 
keenly  felt  as  well  as  shortage  of  a quantity 
of  anall  pneur..'atic- tired  trailers  vrhich  are  of 
the  proper  height  easily  to  loa.d  engines  and 
supplies  in  Transports,  and  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  serve  m-sitiijf transports  as  promptly  as 
desirable. 

"The  ideal  situation  of  handling  supplies  via 
air  transport,"  he  says,  '^roulcl  be  to  establish 
a freight  terminal  building  on  the  line  so  sup- 
plies could  be  loaded  and  unloaded  direct  into 
a transport.  As  supplies  accumulate,  they 
could,  be  stored  in  such  a building  in  sections 
labeled  as  to  their  destination.  If  such  a 
building  were  available,  the  service  could  be 


inproved  considerably  and  transports  could  be 
loaded  any  time  after  normal  working  hours  by 
enlisted  personnel." 

oOo 

COOPERiTIFE  MISSIONS  BY  5TH  COLPOSITE  GROUP 

During  the  latter  part  of  1937,  the  5th  Com- 
posite Group,  Liike  Field,  T.H.  , has  conducted 
one  of  the  ixost  extensive  of  the  many  coopera- 
i tive  missions  assigned  to  it.  Over  135  hours 
i of  high  speed,  high  altitude  toYung  was  accom- 
iplished  for  anti-aircraft  units  of  the  Hawaiian 
I Separate  Coast  Artillery  Brigade.  Inssions 
jwere  conducted  both  day  and  night,  using  high 
I speed  targets,  towed  by  B-12  airplanes  of  the 
j 4th  and  50th  Observation  Squadrons  at  high  al- 
I titudes.  Villiile  tropical  weather  conditions 
' do  not  as  a rule  require  heaA/y  flying  equip- 
!ment,  the  crews  soon  found  that  the  temperature 
I encountered  made  it  highly  necessary.  Oxygen 
was  found  to  be  indispensable  during  the  mis- 
I sicns  which  required  on  the  average  of  two 
■hours  towing  at  the  desired  altitude.  Bad 
'weabher  interfered  to  some  extent  with  the 
I work,  and  many  missions  were  abruptly  terminat- 
1 ed  by  direct  hits  on  the  target  as  a result  of 
I the  accurate  marksicanship  cf  the  gun  crews, 
i — -oOo 

i AN  INTER- ISLAND  FLIGHT  TO  HILO 

I 

' The  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  stationed  at 
•Luke  Field,  T.H.  , sent  four  K-eystone  Bombers  on 
'.an  inter-island  flight  to  Kilo,  island  of 
llaYjaii,  on  December  lOth.  The  flight  was  made 
for  the  piiipose  cf  acquainting  nevj  officers  in 
ithe  Sqmdron  with  outlying  fields,  and  for 
i routine  navigation  flying,  ivajor  Oliver  P. 
iGothlin  was  designated  as  flight  leader.  The 
jCcrrmanding  Officer  of  Liike  Field,  Colonel 
IMillard  F.  Harmon,  accoiqpanied  the  flight  in 
ja  BT-9  plane  of  the  50th  Squadron.  Colonel 
jHayes,  Department  G-3;  Captain  Thirkeld,  the 
iDepartment  Ccirmander's  Aide;  ivlajor  Jones,  U.  S.A. 
i Retired;  and  Captain  Keeley,  of  Fort  Shatter, 
accompanied  the  flight. 

I oOo- — 

! 1.AR  DSPARENISNT  ORDERS 

I Changes  of  Station 

j To  K^ffett  Field,  Calif. ; Colonel  Follett 
1 Bradley,  from  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langley  Field, 
Va.  , effective  about  February  10,  1938. 

I To  Randoluh  Field,  Texa.ss  2nd  Lieut.  Lloyd  P. 
j Hopwocd,  \rpon  completion  of  tour  of  d.uty  in 
I the  Hawaiian  Department, 
j Relieved  from  duty  vrith  the  Air  Corps 
j 2nd  Lieut.  George  R.  Cole,  from  duty  at 
j Randolph  Field,  Texas,  and  assigned  to  the 
I 29th  Infantry  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma, 
j Reserve  Officers  assigned  to  active  duty 

I 2nd  Lieut.  Raymond  Curz-ungs  TToodv/ard,  of 
I prenp stead.  Long  Island,  New  York,  to  Langley 
I Field,  Va.  , to  January  2,  1941. 

! 2nd  Lieut.  John  Harold  Hayden,  of  New  Rochelle, 

! N.Y. , to  Langley  Field,  Va- , to  January  2, 

! 1941. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero 
nautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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THE  UNTIMELY  DEATH  OE  THE 


History  records  that  in  1513  the  intre- 
pid Spaniard,  Balboa,  discovered  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  that  later,  when  he 
returned  to  Spain,  fate  proved  cruel  to 
him  in  that  he  was  convicted  of  the 
charge  of  inciting  rebellion,  on  the 
truii55ed-up  evidence  of  a false  friend,' 
and  executed. 

Now,  425  years  later,  history  records 
that  Captain  Edwin  C.  Musick,  the  man 
who  was  largely  instrumental  in  conquer- 
ing the  Pacific  by  air,  thus  bringing  to 
actual  realization  what  was  not  so  very 
long  ago  considered  a fantastic  dream  of 
super-enthusiastic  followers  of  aviation, 
was  also  the  victim  of  unkind  fate  - one 
of  those  unfortunate  aircraft  accidents 
which  happen  now  and  then  despite  all 
the  care  and  preparations  taken  to  pro- 
I Vent  them. 

The  lamentable  accident  to  the  flying 
boat,  Samoan  Clipper,  on  January  11th, 
near  Pago  Pago,  Samoa,  when  it  plunged 
into  the  Pacific  in  flames,  carrying 
with  it  to  a watery  grave  Captain  Musick 
and  the  six  members  of  his  crew,  marked 
the  first  disaster  in  the  nearly  three 
years’  history  of  transpacific  flying  by 
Pan  American  Airways.  According  to  re- 
ports, this  accident  has  put  at  least  a 
temporary  end  to  the  operation  of  the 
recently  inaugurated  line  between  the 
United  States  and  New  Zealand. 

A Navy  seaplane  tender  found  the  wreck- 
age of  the  Samoan  Clipper  the  following 
day  some  14  miles  northwest  of  Pago  Pago 
in  an  oil  slick.  The  fragments  o?  the 
ill-fated  flying  boat  were  floating  at 
the  place  where  the  Samoan  natives 
claimed^  they  had  sighted  a column  of 
smoke  rising  above  the  ocean. 

Reports  stated  that  the  Samoan  Clipper, 
carrying  900  pounds  of  express,  took  off 
from  Pago  P^o  for  a non-stop  flight  of 
over  ISOO  miles  to  Auckland,  Nov;  Zealand, 
the  southern  terminus  of  the  new  route. 
About  an  hour  following  the  take-off f 
Captain  Musick  reported  an  oil  leak  in 
one  of  the  four  motors  of  the  plane  and 
that  he  was  turnip"  back.  Approximately 
two  hours  after  his  departure  from  Pago 
Pago,  he  radioed  to  the  Pan  American  Air- 
ways station  at  that  point  that  he  ex- 
pected to  land  in  about  ten  minutes  and 
Was  signing  off  preparatory  to  dumping  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  gas  to  trim  the 
ship  to  proper  landing  weight.  No  fur- 


GONqUEROR  OF  THE  PACIFIC 


ther  word  was  received  from  him. 

One  of  the  top  notch  flyers  in  commer- 
cial aviation,  Captain  Musick,  a veteran 
of  25  years  of  service  in  the  flying 
game,  rose  to  very  high  honors.  In 
1935  he  received  the  Harmon  Trophy 
(international  award)  which  up  to  that 
time  had  been  presented  to  only  two 
other  American  flyers  - Colonel  Charles 
A.  Lindbergh  and  the  late  V^iley  Post. 

Tlie  American  flyer,  Howard  Hughes,  v/as 
given  the  international  award  in  1936. 
The  Trophy  is  the  gift  of  Clifford  B. 
Harmon,  and  it  is  awarded  annually  for 
individual  accoirplishment  in  demonstrat- 
ing the  use  of  the  airplane  in  transpor- 
tation. The  award  governing  body  is 
the  International  League  of  Aviators. 
Each  nation  possessing  a section  of  the 
League,  with  300  flyers,  is  eligible  for 
competition.  Not  only  is  there  an  in- 
ternational winner  of  the  trophy  each 
year,  but  also  a vunner  for  each  country 
and  replicas  of  the  trophy  are  given  to 
winners. 

It  is  said  that  Captain  Musick  never 
made  a spectacular  flight.  Pan  American 
Airways  entrusted  to  him  the  responsibil 
ity  of  pioneering  the  routes  on  most  of 
the  international  schedules.  He  consid- 
ered these  first  flights  in  the  nature 
of  commercial  surveys  and  referred  to 
his  role  of  pilot  as  merely  a "job." 

Born  in  St,  Louis,  Mo. , August  13, 

1893,  he  attended  grammar  schools  in 
that  city.  For  three  3^ears  he  attended 
the  Loa  Angeles  Polytechnic  School,  and 
for  two  3’-ears  thereafter  continued  at 
this  school  at  night,  specializing  in 
shop  work,  motors,  machine  work  and  me- 
chanical drawing,  bei^’  employed  during 
the  day  as  an  automobile  mechanic  in 
Los  Angeles.  In  1914  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Glenn  L.  Martin  Aircraft 
Company  as  a mechanic.  A year  later  he 
found  it  decidedly  more  lucrative  to 
carry  on  in  the  aviation  game  as  an  exhi- 
bition flyer. 

Shortly  after  America  entered  the  Worl 
War,  Captain  Musick,  in  June,  1917,  en- 
tered the  enploy  of  the  War  Department 
as  a civilian  flying  instructor  at  the 
Signal  Corps  Aviation  School  at  San 
Diego,  Calif.  In  December  of  that  year 
he  was  transferred  to  Call  Field, 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  where  he  taught 
advanced  flying  and  in  which  capacity  he 
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was  regarded  as  especially  [proficient. 

He  resigned  from  this  position  on  August 
28,  1918,  to  accept  a commission  as  2nd 
Lieutenant  in  the  Marine  f’lying  Corps  at 
Miami,  J’la. 

After  leaving  the  military  service, 
Captain  Musick  joined  the  Aeromarine 
Airways  in  1921  and  hegan  the  stud;^?’  of 
navigation.  Later  he  became  affiliated 
with  the  Mitten  Air  Transport,  then  fly- 
ing between  Philadelphia  and  Washington. 

After  joining  Pan  American  Airways  in 
October,  1927,  at  Miami,  Fla.,  Captain 
Musick  completed  his  first  assignment, 
that  of  opening  the  initial  90-mile  link 
between  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  Havana, Cuba. , 
in  the  first  American  tri-motored  plane 
to  be  used  by  an  American  airline.  That 
laboratory  route,  to  which  he  was  chief 
explorer,  test  pilot,  estimator,  dis- 
patcher, etc.,  had  since  grovm  to  more 
than  a 50,000-raile  network,  with  him  at 
the  head  of  its  piloting  personnel  all 
the  way.  s 

The  line  once  established,  the  veteran 
trail  blazer  who  conquered  the  Pacific 
in  a routine  manner,  took  the  post  of 
head  of  the  Caribbean  Division  of  Pan 
American  Airways,  which  then  included 
the  longest  over-water  run  in  the  world 
(664  miles  between  Cristobal,  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  and  Kingston,  Jamaica).  He 
utilized  that  line  for  further  experi- 
mentation and  data  gathering,  later  ap- 
plied to  the  San  Francisco -China  rup, 
which  he  J?ioneered  in  1935. 

Credit  also  is  generally  given  to 
Captain  Musick  for  completing  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Pan  American  Airways  first 
line  pilots.  His  reports  indicated  that 
he  was  more  than  an  airplane  pilot.  He 
was  an  expert  navigator,  scientist,  me- 
teorolegist  and,  most  of  all,  an  econo- 
mist. One  Pan  American  Airways  official 
declared  that  Musick  never  once  made  an 
impracticable  siaggestion  or  recommenda- 
tion. He  aided  in  establishing  a safety 
record  for  his  airline  claimed  in  ,;Eoms 
quarters  to  b«  by  any  other 

airline  in  the  World. 

The  crew  of  six  men  aboard  the  ill- 
fated  clipper  boat  were  Major  Cecil  G. 
Sellers,  first  officer;  Paul  S.  BrurJc, 
junior  flight  officer;  F.M,  MacLean, 
navigator;  J.Vh  Stickrod,  engineer  offi- 
cer; J.A.  Brooks,  assistant  engineer  of- 
ficer, and  T.J.  Finley,  radio  officer. 

Majer  Sellers  held  a commission  in  the 
Air  Reserve  and  the  rating  of  "Airplane 
Pilot."  His  affiliation  with  Army  avia- 
tion dated  from  February  24,  1917,  when 
he  enlisted  as  Sergeant  in  the  Signal 
Enlisted  Reserve  Corps  at  Fort  Monroe, 

Va.  Just  prior  to  that  time  he  was  a 
student  in  his  junior  year  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  South,  Swami,  Tenn,.  He  was 
born  September  5,  1893,  at  Dyeraburg, 
Tenn. 

Major  Sellers  started  his  flying  train- 
ing at  Hewport  News,  Va, , and  several 
months  later  was  transferred  to  Kelly 


Field,  Texas,  for  advanced  flying  train-  Q 
ing.  In  September,  1917,  he  was  ordered 
to  duty  overseas  and  was  sent  to  Cler- 
mont Farrand  to  establish  the  7th  Avia- 
tion Instruction  Center.  He  flew  with 
the  French  until  the  school  was  establish-  i 
ed  and  was  in  command  thereof  for  sever- 
al months.  For  seven  months  he  was 
flying  continuously  while  holding  the  po- 
sition ^f  test  pilot  end  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  detachment  at  the  7th  Avia- 
tion Instruction  Center.  He  also  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  opportunity  to  pursue 
advanced  instruction  as  a Bombardment 
pilriit. 

Sent  to  the  front  in  May,  1918,  with 
the  96th  Sqioadron,  1st  Day  Bombardment 
Group,  Major  Sellers  (then  a first  lieut- 
enant) was  in  August  of  that  year  given 
the  command  of  the  20th  Squadron.  Dur- 
ing his  service  at  the  front  as  command- 
ing officer  and  flight  commander,  and 
until  the  beginning  of  December,  1918, 
he  tested  most  of  the  airplanes  in  the 
Squadron,  as  very  few  officers  had  flown 
D^H.  planes  with  bombs  before  joining 
his  ©rgaiiization.  His  flying  time  at 
the  Instruction  Center  and  at  the  front 
totaled  nearly  600  hours,  of  which  about 
80  hours  were  over  the  front  lines.  He 
participated  in  the  St.  Mihiel  and  Meuae- 
Argcnne  Offensives,  and  while  at  the 
front  participated  in  32  bombing  raids 
in  enemy  territory.  _ 

Major  Sellers  was  a7/arded  the  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Cross,  with  the  fol- 
lowing citation: 

"For  extraordinary  heroism  in  action 
near  Longuyon,  France,  16th  September 
1918. 

"Starting  on  a very  important  bombing 
mission  with  five  other  planes,  Lieut. 
Sellers,  pilot,  went  on  alone  when  the 
other  five  machines  were  forced  to  tiorn 
back.  On  crossing  the  enemj?’  lines  he 
was  attacked  by  three  enemy ^planes,  but 
continued towards  his  objectives  while 
his  observer  kept  them  at  hay.  In  the 
face  of  this  hostile  opposition  the  ob- 
jective was  reached  and  their  bombs 
dropped. 

"On  the  Yi&y  back  four  more  planes  join- 
ed in  the  attack,  but  fighting  them  off 
they  reached  our  lines  with  valuable  in- 
formation after  a flight  lasting  38  min- 
utes." 

Following  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  Major  Sellers  served  for  two 
months  in  the  Training  and  Operations 
Group,  Office  of  the  Director  of  Air  Ser- 
vice, Washington,  D,  C.,  and  v/as  then  or- 
dered to  border  patrol  duty  at  El  Paso, 
Texas,  in  command  of  the  S6th  Squadron. 
Daring  that  part  of  his  military  service 
he  accumulated  nearly  400  hours  addition-  i 
al  flying  time.  He  was  honorably 
charged  from  the  service,  March  25,  1920, 
and  commissioned  a Captain  in  the  Resoo/e 
Corps.  At  various  times  he  served  shoi t 
active  duty  tours  at  Langley  Field,  Va, 

His  total  flying  time  exceeded  8,500  his. 
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In  a statement  prepared  for  the  first 
National,  Aviation  Planning  Conference, 
v/hich  was  held  on  January  11,  1918,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Major  General 
0.  Westover,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
stated: 

"Eirst,  I want  to  say  emphatically 
that  this  National  Aviation  Planning 
Coiiference,  to  mv  mind,  is  one  of  the 
most  forward  looking  steps  ever  initiat- 
ed in  aviation  circles.  It  a-ugurs  the 
inception  of  a comprehensive  program;  it 
initiates  a definite  plan  toward  which 
all  of. us  who  are  Interested  in  phases 
of  aeronautics  can  pursue  to  our  own 
"benefit  and  at  fhe  same  time  ohd  cur 
allies. 

"I  have  "been  affiliated  with  militarj?"  | 
aviation  for  many  years.  I have  seen  | 
many  intelligent  programs  initiated  for  j 
the  a,dvancement  of  military  flying,  "but  | 
this  is  the  first  time  v/i  Nnin  ray  knov/1- 
edge  that  all  aviation  agencies,  govern- 
mental and  civil,  have  sat  dov.n  and 
thought  out  one'  comprehensive  schedule 
for  work,  one  directive  for  all  our  ef- 
fort. 

"In  the  second  place,  I want  to  con-  j 
gratulate  Major  Aldrin,  who  was  chairman  j 
cf  the  comriiittee  v/hich  v/orked  out  the  j 
military  su'bdivision  of  this  joint  plan. 
His  committee  has  placed  in  a few  suc- 
cinct sentences  our  major  pro'blerns.  The 
w.ork  of  this  group  makes  it  evident  that 
its  mem'bers  were  thoroijghly  conversant 
with  the  problems  and  needs  of  military 
aviation. 

■ "Eor  the  "benefit  of  those  who  were  not 
a'ble  to  sit  in  at  the'  meetings  of  the 
military  subcommittee , and  for  those  who 
are  not  -so  conversant  with  ■'■.he  army  air 
picture,  I shall  revievT  briefly,  indeed, 
the  array*  s side  of  'the  'national  defense  j 
setiip.  The  consolidated  program  of  the  j 
national  planning  body'  •under  the  heading  j 
^National  Defense, Army * contains  three  ! 
important  paragraphs.  The  first  of  these  j 
reads:  *1.  There  should  be  no  retroactionj 
from  the  present  Uar  Department  program  | 
to  siipply  a minimum  'of  2320  comhat  air-  1 
planes  to  the. Army  Air  Corps  by  1940,a'hdj 
necessary  appropriations  should  be  m.ade  | 
by  Congress  to  t'ha-t  end,*  j 

"I  believe  that  many  of  you  have  seen  | 
a statement,  widely  quoted  in  the  press  j 
recently",  v/herein  Jane's  'Allthe  vTorld*  s i 
Aircraft'  stated: 

'The  United  States  possesses  one  cf  the 
"biggest  and  possibly  the  n-jost  efficiently 
armed  Air  Eorces  in  the  world. ' 

"The  average  laq.man,  having  seen  that 
statement,  may  v/ell  ask:  'If  the  United 
States  possesses  the  lefiding  military  j 
air  power  in  the  ?/orld  today,  why  build 
the _ 2320-  airplanes?'-  The  fact  of  the 
business  is  that  the  United  States, lump- 
ing "both  -the  A,.rmy  and  Navy  toge'bher , does 
not  in  point  of  n-umbers  of  airplanes 
possess  the  largest  military '-air  fleet 
in  the  world.  It  now  ranks  about  fourth 
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among  the  world' s powers,  including 
planes  of  all  types, 

"On  the  O'ther  hand,  as  to  quality,  that 
is,  perfection  of  airplane  types,  organi- 
zation and  training  of  personnel,  and  in 
tactical  plans  and  proficiency,  I "be- 
lieve our  Army  and  Na-vy  air  components 
are  tne  finest  in  'Uie  world. 

"A  board  of  "high  ranking  Army  officers, 
headed  by  Major  General  Hugh  Drum,  after 
careful  consideration,  determined  upon 
2320  as  the  nimiber  of  airplanes  needed 
in  tho  Army  Air  Corps  to  provide  us  an 
adeo'uate  army  air  component.  The  Baker 
Board,  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt 
to  look  into  the  whole  subject  of  mili- 
tary aviation,  arrived  at  the  same 
figure.  Their  studies  agreed  fully  with 
the  findings  of  the  Dr'um  Board. 

"tJlien  those  2320  airplanes  are  provid- 
ed as  the  Secretary  of  War  has  stated, 
we  will  'then  have , the  determined  number 
requisite  for  our  army  needs  in  peace 
time.  Taese  2320  planes  will  give  us 
more-  than  twice  the  number  of  effective 
combat  planes  we  now  have.  It  is  some- 
thing toward  which  to  look.  It  is  the 
first  important  and  significant  step. 

Your  committee,  the  National  Aeronautic 
Association,  and  all  air  minded  bodies 
in  this  country,  can  perform  no  greater 
service  to  O'Ur  Array  than  to  promote  un- 
ceasingly the  campaign  to  insure  that 
the  Army  A.ir  Corps  will  by  J-une,  1940, 
have  2320  effective  flying  n.achines. 

"In  discussing.:  airplanes,  a second 
caution  may  be  well  placed.-  These 
planes  when  piocored  must  "be  of  proper 
types.  If  we  went  out  tqmorrov/  and 
bought  2320  email  -Pursuit  airplanes,  cur 
Army  Air  Eorce  vi^ould  be  but  little  more 
potent  than. it  is  today.  The  program 
must  be  a bala.nced  one  between  -the  dif- 
ferent types  of  military  craft  - Bombard- 
ment, Attack,  Pursuit  and  Reconnaissance. 
The  Bomber  is  the  basic  subdivision  in 
the  Air  Corps,  just  as  the  Infantry  is 
the  basic  arm  in  the  ground  forces.  We 
cannot  axfo-rd  to  be  satisfied  with  just 
any  2320  planes.  A proportion  of  these 
must  be  t'he  best  Bombing  planes  obtain- 
able in  this  co'utatry  todajm  Our  own  ex- 
perience and  service  test  in  the  Air 
CoriDs  last  year  proved  that  cur  large 
4-engine  Bombers,  commonly  called  the 
•Elyin^;  Portresses,  ' are  very  efficient 
and  highly  satisfactory. 

"Y-hen  we  are  asking  cor  Congress  for 
fua.ds  for  fighting  planes,  we  must  mnke 
clear  v,hat  t^qjes  of  planes  we  require, 
and  we  cannot  afford  to  be  satisfied 
with  less  efficient  substitutes. 

"The  socond  paragraph  of  the  National 
Program  under  the  heading  of  'National 
Defense,  Army,'  reads  as  follows: 

'2.  An  increase  in  operating  funds 
and  in  funds  for  the  prccurement  of 
accessories-  such  as  engines,  plane  and 
engine  instruments,  navigational  equip- 
ment end  armament  commensurate  with 
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the  increased  olane  strength  should  he 
provided.  The  flying  fields,  air 
oases  and  ground  installations  needed 
as  the  planes  are  supplied  should  he 
provided  in  properly  balanced  incre- 
ments. ' 

"I  have  never  seen  a clearer  nor  more 
thorough  delineation  of  a subject  all 
too  frequently  overlooked,  in  computing 
the  strength  of  air  aemament.  It  is 
basic  and  fundamental  that  airplanes 
alone  do  not  make  an  Air  Force.  The 
finest  planes  in  the  world  will  be  fu- 
tile and  ineffective  unless  they  possess 
up-to-the-minute  guns  and  bomb  sights; 
the  latest  planes  designed  will  be  un- 
able to  operate  effectively  to  find 
their  targets  and  deliver  their  devastat- 
ing messages  "anless  they  be  equipped 
with  the  best  flight  instruments  and  nav- 
igational equipment  yet  developed.  The 
finest  Air  Force  yet  imagined  would  be 
unable  to  utilize  its  maximcjn  force  were 
it  not  provided  with  suitable  air  bases 
and  serviced  by  proper  ground  installa- 
tions. 

"So,  when  we  come  to  making  our  esti- 
mates for  a v/ell  rounded,  balanced  air 
program,  let  us  make  sore  that  funds  are 
provided  for  the  accessory  equipment  and 
the  ground  set  up  without  which  we  can 
never  have  an  effective  air  defense  no 
matter  how  many  planes  we  have. 

"The  third  paragraph  of  the  program 
reads; 

*3.  The  remedial  legislation  recom- 
mended by  the  War  Department  to  amelio- 
rate the  serious  situation  now  exist- 
ing whereby  it  is  not  possible  to  pro- 
vide additional  needed  personnel  for 
the  Air  Corps,  should  be  given  strong 
support. ' 

_ "An  unbiased  evaluation  of  our  deficits 
in  the  air  today  shows  that  our  personnel 


"Here  is  another  consideration  on  this 


score.  If  we  take  a Reserve  officer  and  G 


spend  from  three  to  five  years  giving 
him  invaluable  training  on  newest  equip- 
ment, it  is  a tremendous  waste  to  cast 
him  out.  Within  a few  years  the  advances 
in  aeronautical  science  and  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  out  of  flying  and  out  of 
touch  with  aviation  during  that  interven- 
ing time  will  cause  him  to  be  no  longer 
a suitable  member  of  a combat  team  in  a 
modern  multi-engine  Bomber.  We  shall 
have  lost  all  that  time,  effort  and  ex- 
pense we  spent  in  training  that  invalu- 
able crew  man. 

"Yi/hile  the  three  paragraphs  from  the 
Rational  Program  which  I have  read  are 
all  that  is  contained  in  that  section  de- 
voted to  national  defense  army,  there  is 
another  section  about  which  I am  greatly 
concerned  and  which  bears  very  prominent- 
ly on  national  defense.  That  is  the 
state  of  our  organized  reserve. 

"IIo  more  difficult  problem  confronts 
the  War  Department  today  than  the  subject 
of  the  reserve  military  aviator.  The 
great  complexity  of  the  modern  flying 
fighting  machine  has  served  to  intensify 
this  problem.  It  is  no  longer  possible 
to  take  a Reserve  officer  on  14  days' 
extended  active  duty  and  make  him  a sat- 
isfactory member  of  a combat  team  for  a 
Flying  Fortress. 

"There  are,  however,  other  places  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps  which  Reserve  officers 
can  fill  and  for  which  they  must  be  pro- 
vided and  given  training.  They  will  be 
particularly  valuable  in  procurement 
planning.  Recent  graduates  of  our  fly- 
ing school  probably  by  annual  limited 
trainiiij^  periods,,  can  be  kept  in  a state 
of  sufficient  training  for  several  years 
so  that  they  can  man  our  smaller  combat 
types,  particularly  Pursuit  and  Recon- 


0 


needs  overshadow  all  others.  The  War  De-  naissance.  Many  of  our  school  and  execu- 


partment  has  suggested  legislation  which 
will  tend  to  remedy  this  condition. 

"If  we  could  offer  a certain  nuxiber  of 
the  young  graduates  of  our  Air  Corps 
Training  Center  permanent  coimaissibns  in 
the  Regular  Arm.y  Air  Corps,  we  could 
within  a very  few  years  remedy  the  per- 
sonnllsituation  so  far  as  commissioned 
pilots,  bombers  and  navigators  are  con- 
cerned. 

_ "Last  year  the  appropriation  act  pro-' 
vided  an  increase  from  300  to  550  Reserie 
officers  on  extended  active  duty  for  pe- 
riods from  three  to  five  years.  For  the 
Fiscal  Year  1939  the  uomber  proposed  is 
657,  And  yet,  so  far  our  experience  has 
been  disappointing.  One  of  the  Major 


tive  positions,  and  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  our  air  base  work,  supply, 
engineering,  etc. , can  undoubtedly  be 
done  in  event  of  emergency  by  our  older 
and  more  experienced  Reserve  officers. 

So  the  crux  of  the  matter  is  this  -.we 
must  continue  to  maintain  an  active  Air 
Corps  Reserve,  lie  must  provide  suffici- 
ent" inducement  to  our  patriotically  in- 
clined, air  minded  civil  component  mem- 
bers, so  that  they  will  continue  to 
maintain  their  effectiveness  and  so  that 
we  can  retain  their  interest  in  our  Army 
Air  Corps. 

"Any  plan  which  will  accomplish  these 
results  will  be  supported  whole  hearted- 
ly  and  enthusiastically  by  the  Air  Corps 


reasons  appears  to  be  that  one  can  scarce-jat  every  opportunity. 

1 ^ ^ ^ n J O .5 • l*-rr_  . 


ly  expect  a young  graduate  of  our  flying 
school_to  be  enticed  into  taking  on  a job  'that  whereas  planning  is  a very  fine 

which  is  definitely  temporary  and  which  ^ 

pays  him  less  than  one -half  in  salary 


"Ifow.  as  a final  remark,  let  me_  suggest 

thing,  an  essential  ingredient  to  any  (' 
i successful  endeavor,  would  it  not  be  ad- 


what  he  could  obtain  as  an  airline  pilot,  ivi sable  at  our  ziext  Rational  Aviation 
If  we  could  offer  more*  of  them  the  induce -| Planning  Conference  for  us  to  take  stock 


raent  of  a permanent  commission,  a consid- 
erable proportion  would  enter  the  mili- 
tary service. 
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and  see  what  of  that  which  we  have  planne 
here  at  this  meeting  has  been  put  into 
(Continued  on  Page  5 ). 
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IMPROVEMENT  IN  BOMB  DROPPING  TRAINING 


Staff  Sergeant  Ernest  Chaput,  of  the 
49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 
Va. . has  made  vast  improvements  in  the 
trainer  and  target  which  are  "used  to 
train  student  bombers  before  the  actual 
dropping  of  bombs.  These  modifications 
simulate  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same 
conditions  which  are  encountered  in  drop- 
ping bombs  on  moving  targets. 

A trainer  with  switch  panel  is  located 
in  the  pilot's  compartment  to  control 
the  trainer  and  target.  The  above  panel 
has  a release  mechanism  to  aid  the  stu- 
dent in  the  amount  of  trail  to  allow  for 
Various  air  speeds.  The  speed  of  the 
trainer  can  be  controlled  from  the  panel- 
BO  as  to  enable  different  trails  to  be 
set  up  for  each  approach.  Most  of  the 
controls  in  the  panel,  such  as  switches, 
release  handles,  etc.,  are  installed  in 
the  trainer,  duplicating  the  same  con- 
trols which  are  found  in  an  airplane. 

The  target  has  been  radically" changed 
from  the  original  model.  The  plumb  bob, 
which  recorded  hits,  has  been  replaced 
by  a system  of  electro  magnets.  This  de- 
vice permits  train  bombing  to  be  simulat- 
ed with  the  train  release  mechanism  con- 
nected into  the  trainer  clock.  This  has 
been  impossible  heretofore. 

The  target  is  remotely  controlled,  with 
reference  to  speed  and  direction,  from 
the  panel  on  the  trainer.  Also,  the 
course  of  the  target  is  shcwu  from  the 
pilot's  compartment  of  the  trainer.  With 
these  modifications  the  target  can  be 
directed  on  any  kind  of  a straight  or 
curve  course.  It  can  be  made  to  follow 
any  outline  of  track  of  a moving  target. 
The  trainer  target  can  be  set  to  give  any 
automatic  zigzag  course  at  any  desired 
rate  of  speed  and  amount  of  turn. 

All  these  modifications  which  the  49th 
Squadron  lias  made  have  been  due  directly 
to  Staff  Sergeant  Ernest  Chaput's  work. 
— oOo — - 

A LETTER  OF  APPRECIATION 

The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Newport  News, 
Va. , in  a letter,  dated  December  27, 

1937,  to  Colonel  W.R.  Weaver,  Commanding 
Officer  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , wrote  as 
follows ; 

"My  dear  Colonel; 

I desire  to  convey  to  you  and  your  co- 
workers the  thanks  of  this  community  in 
appreciation  for  the  splendid  Christmas 
gilt  you  bestowed  on  the  needy  of  our 
City.  The  success  of  our  Christmas  Fund 
Was  largely  attributed  to  your  gift  and 
many  hearts  were  made  glad  that  would 
otherwise  have  had  a most  dreary  yule- 
tide. 

It  was  a noble  act  on  the  part  of  our 
neighbors  who  make  their  homes  at  Langley, 
for  there _v;as  no  obligation  on  their 
part  to  aid  the  surrounding  communities; 
they  could  have  used  the  proceeds  from 
the  -Charity  Fair  for  their  own  purposes, 


and  no  one  could  have  condemned  them  for 
the  doing.  It  was  most  unselfish  on 
your  part,  and  your  act  will  go  a long 
way  toward  more  closely  cementing  the 
already  friendly  and  cordial  spirit  ex- 
isting between  your  community  and  my  com- 
munity. 

I am  sure  I speak  the  sentiment  of  my 
people  when  I say  we  most  sincerely 
thank  you  and  wish  for  you  and  all  con- 
cerned in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
Langley  Field  a most  wonderful  future, 
not  alone  for  1938,  but  for  each  year 
following  as  well,  and,  with  kindest  per- 
sonal regards  for  you  and  your  associ- 
ates, I am 

Sincerely  yours, 

(s)  B.G,  James 
Mayor. " 

— -oOo 

Military  Aviation  Needs 

■( Continued"  f rom’P^e  '4T- 

effect  during  the  year.  With  the  thought 
that  all  of  us  are  checking  on  the  prog- 
ress of  our  plan  ever  in  mind,  it  seems 
to  me  it  will  be  an  added  incentive  for 
executive  action,  for  tangible  results 
to  flow  from  these  admirable  and  excel- 
lent plans  which  you  gentlemen  have  here 
devised. " 

— —oOo 

CHANGE  OF  STATION  FOR  COLONEL  BRADLEY 

Colonel  Follett  Bradley,  Assistant 
Chief  of  Staff,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , recently  received  orders 
transferring  him  to  Moffett  Field,Calif . , 
effective  about  the  middle  of  February. 

Colonel  Bradley  has  served  in  his  pre- 
sent capacity  at  the  Langley  Field  Air 
Base  fox  the  past  three  years.  "Fellow 
officers  at  this  command  and  residents 
of  the  Lower  Peninsula,"  says  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent,  "had  nothing  hut 
praise  for  the  popular  officer  who  has 
served  off  and  on  for  a number  of  years 
at  the  local  post." 

oOo 

The  BT-9B  utility  airplane  continues 
to  fill  a long  felt  want  in  the  20th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 

Va.  In  the  six  weeks  it  has  been  in  the 
Squadron  it  has  been  flown  130  hours, 
covering  the  country  from  coast  to  coast- 
and  from  border  to  border. 

oOo 

The  following-named  personnel  of  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Group,  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
Langley  Field, _Va.,  recently  departed 
from  that  station  enroute  to  Santa  Monica, 
Calif. , to  obtain  B-18  airplanes;  Lieuts. 
John  W.  Egan,  Joseph  B.  Stanley,  William 
A.  Matheny,  Gerald  S.  Williams,  Curtis 
E.  LeMay,  Dquglas  M.  Kilpatrick,-  Staff 
Sergeant  Spicer,  Sergeants  Holmes,  Seidl, 
Billy,  Private  Ist  Class  Allison  and 
Private  Norman. 
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MORal  SEED  PLADTIDG  EE,OM  THE  AIR  ID  HAWAII 


The  practice  of  dropping  from  airp lane S|  hut  just  to  make  sure, the  remaining 


a 


certain  varieties  of  seeds  to  prevent 
erosion  of  various  barren  areas  in  the 
Territory  of  Hawaii  has  in  past  years 
home  fruitful  results,  in  viev/  of  which 
fact  a project  of  tnis  character  agoin 
v/as  carried  out  recently  hy  the  23rd 
Bombardment  Squadron  at  Luke  Field,  T.H. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states 
that  although  the  23rd  Squadron  has  a 
stiff  trainin^l  directive  to  comply  with, 
its  routine  missions  are  interspersed 
with  many  varied  and  unusual  tasks.  Es- 
pecially to  the  pilots  in  this  Squadron, 
none  of  whom  have  been  in  the  Hawaiian 
Department  more  than  a year,  was  the  in- 
teresting mission  accomplished  on  the 
Island  of  Kauai  during  the  first  part  of 
December. 

After  one  false  start,  because  of  bad 
weather  conditions,  the  23rd  Bombardment 
Squadron  took  off  for  Burns  Field,  Kauai, 
on  the  morning  of  December  1st.  The 
Douglas  C-33  with  a load  of  baggage  and 
men  preceded  the  flight  of  six  Keystone 
Bombers  across  the  channel.  Camp  was 
established,  and  the  next  morning  found 
everyone  ready  for  the  mission  at  hand. 

Under  the  personal  sux)ervision  of  Mr. 

A.  Duvell,  the  Kauai  representative  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
for  the  Territory,  five  Keystones  were 
loaded  with  about  one  thousand  pounds  of 
seed  per  plane,  the  seed  being  in  100- 
pound  sacks.  The  purpose  of  this  was  to 
scatter  the  seed  so  that  it  would,  land 


loads  carried  in  addition  to  the  above 
I named  varieties  such  seeds  as:  melaluca 
; leucadendion,  psiduin  cutleyana,  and 
I passiflora  edulis. 

I The  seed  planting  project  w^as  complet- 
! ed  in  one  day,  and  the  rest  of  the  en- 
i campment  period  was  used  to  carry  out 
I training  flights  and  to  acquaint  person- 
i nel  with  the  island  of  Kauai.  Trips  to 
j the  CCC  Csjnp  at  Kokee  for  everyone, 
j topped  off  by  a big  steak  dinner  for  all 
i hands  at  that  camp,  with  sight-seeing 
j trips  to  Uaimea  Canyon,  all  stand  out  as 
j high  lights  of  the  trip, 
j Ihe  Squadron  returned  to  Luke  Field  on 
the  morning  of  December  7th,  with 
‘ anothor  period  of  field  training  under 
! its  belt,  and  settled'  down  for  the  short 
I remaining  period  prior  to  the  holiday 


season. 


oOo 


HAWAIIAN  A. D.  HAliDLES  DIFFICULT  SITUATION 


i According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspon- 
I dent,  a situation  practically  unknqwn  to 
mainland  depots  arises  at  the  Ha.waiian 
' Air  Depot,  Luke  Field,  when  forced  land- 
I ings  are  made  on  the  other  islands.  This 
I Depot  has  been  called  upon  to  handle  the 
I details  of  inspection  an d^  the  fcrwai’d;'ng 
' of  supplies  on  such  occasions,  several 
! of  which  have  occurred  during  the  past 
! few  weeks.  Quartermaster  water  facili- 
j ties  must  be  obtained  for  large  items, 
such  as  wings,  and  special  flights  accom- 


on  the  barren  terrain  on  certain  desig-  _ _ 

nated  parts  of  the  island  and  help  Motheri  panied  by  an  ^phibian  airplane  for 
Natnre  prevent  the  rapid  erosion  that  is  i transporting  engines  and  smaller  sup- 
taking place  in  this  vicinity.  ■ --  — ,,  n j. 

Three  such  flights  were  made,  and 


about  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  seed  were'  these  emergencies  require  cooperation  and 


Bown^in  this  manner.  The  planes  v/ould 
fly  in  an  extended  echelon  covering  a I 
wide ^ front,  a mechanic  in  each  ship  i 

letting  the  seed  out  slov/ly  from  the  I 
sacks  in  the  planes.  Time  will  tell  i 
whether  the  seed  will  all  take  root  on  j 
some  of  the  sheer  sided  canyons  aixd  wind-i 
swept  ridges  and  so  accomplish  the  de-  ■ 
sired  results,  j 

Approximately  ten  thousand  pounds  of  j 
seed  were  dropped  over  a wide  area  in  I 
the  Nepali  and  Kokee  regions,  and  about 
_tv;o  thousand  pcinds  v/ere  dropped  in  the 
Kealia  and  Nounou  reserves. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states 
"in  addition  to  clearing  the  field, 


NO  FORCED  LANDING  IN  OVER  A YEAR 


that 


which  was  under  construction  and  left 
much  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  take- 
off space,  the  planes  were  burdened  with 
seed,  the  very  names  of  which  would  make 
even  the  good  old  faithful  Keystones 
stutter  and  stammer.  The  first  loads 


consisted  of  sacks  of  seed  of  the  follow-  that  "We  are  happy  to  convey  the  incident 


ing_ tongue  twisting  varieties;  haole  kea, 
myricanaya,  and  arcacia  dealbata.  These 
names  in  themselves  are  enough,  it  seems, 
to  more  than  prevent  erosion  o.f  any  kind; 
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as  an  emergency  forced  landing  rather 
than  report  an  aircraft  accident. " 

oOo 
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, plies.  Even  commercial  water  transporta- 
I tion  is  sometimes  required.  Althoi^h- 


fine  liaison  between  the  various  activi- 
ties, each  one  is  handled  with  expediency 
and  siarpri singly  efficient  results. 

— oOo 


When  Captain  M.R.  Nelson,  Air  Corps, 
commanding  the  55th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
Barksdale  Field,  La, , departed  for 
Mitchel  Field,  L. I.,  New  York,  on  an  ex- 
tended navigation  training  flight  on 
November  10,1937,  and  was  forced  to 
glide  his  airplane  into  the  Department 
of  Commerce  emergency  landing  field  at 
South  Boston,  Va. , due  to  engine  failure, 
it  marked  the  first  forced  landing  in^ 
this  organization,  since  that  of  2nd  Lieut. 
Horace  A.  Sheppard,  Air  Reserve,  in  his 
P-26A  airplane  at  Tallulah,  La. , on  . 
September  20,  1936.  ' 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  adds 
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SOME  SIDE  LIGHTS  OH  THE 

An  interesting  story  on  the  early  days 
of  aviation  is  told  by  Major  Albert  D. 
Smith,  Air  Corps,  Retired,  now  with  the 
T.W.A.  as  Superintendent  of  the  Moimtain 
Division  at  Albuquergae,  New  Mexico. 

A pioneer  in  the  flying  game,  Major 
Smith  evidenced  ■unusual  abili'by  as  a me- 
chanic by  building  his  o\m  airplane  back 
in  1910,  learning  to  fly  it  and  subse- 
uently  becoming  an  e:^ert  pilot.  In  ' 
act,  during  his  service  as" a commission- 
ed officer  in  the  Air  Service  in  the 
World  V/ar  and  for  several-  years  there- 
after, he  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
ilots  and  flying  instructors  in  the 
_ rrnj^  He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  first  man  to  cross  the  American 
continen'i;  and  return  in  an  airplane.  In 
1914,  he  led  the  search  into  Mexico  for 
two  lost  aviators,  and  afterwards  declin- 
ed a flattering  offer  from  the  Japanese 
Government  to  take  charge  of  the  devel- 
opment of  aeronautics  by  the  Japanese 
Army,  preferring  to  give  his  services  to 
his  own  country. 

Born  on  Eebruary  6,  1887,  at  Earley, 
Mo.,  he  graduated  in  1904  from  high 
school  at  Lament,  Okla. j and  shortly 
thereafter  he  enlisted  in  the  U.S.Army 
and  was  ordered  to  duty  in  the  Philip- 
pines. He  joined  "E"  Company,  22nd 
Infantry,  at  Camp  Marahui,  P.I.,  August 
2,  1904,  and  participated  in  many  skir- 
mishes against  Mono  tribes  in  the  Lake 
Lanao  district.  He  was  a member  of 
General  Wood’s  third  Sulu  Expedition  to 
the  Island  of  Jolo,  April  and  May,  1905. 

When  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
San  Erancisco  on  April  26,  1907,  with 
the  grade  of  Sergeant,  Major  Smith  was 
then  twenty  years  of  age.  During  the 
next  three  years  he  resided  near  Alameda, 
Calif. , and  was  employed  at  Oakland.  He 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  a shop  where  a 
glider  plane  was  under  construction. 

This  glider  was  intended  to  be  catapult- 
ed from  a carriage  on  a ramp  incline. 

The  glider  was  too  heavy,  hov;ever,  and 
the  first  landing  on  skids  resulted  in  a 
crash.  Major  Smith  did  not  pilot  this 
glider. 

In  the  year  1911,  he  settled  on  a 
homestead  in  Elathead  Indian  Reservation, 
Montana,  where  some  little  time  was 
spent  reading  up  and  making  a general 
study  of  ?/hat  was  going  on  at  that  time 
in  the  a'viation  v/orld.  Another  home- 
steader in  'this  reservation,  B.E. 
McClellan,  who  in  previous  years  conduct- 
ed free  balloon  exhibition  flights  at 
Various  county  and  State  celebrations 
ever  the  country,  made  a proposition  to 
Major  Smith  that  they  jointly  construct 
a pusher  type  plane  and,  to  use  the  lat- 
ter’s words,  'that  I could,  if  capable, 
act _ as  pilot  while  we  to'ured  the  country 
Tasking  exhibition  flights,  as  he  had 
done  -with  the  old  smoke -inflated  balloon.’ 
It  now  developed  that  McClellan  had  pre- 


EARLI  DAYS  OE  AVIATION 

viously  constructed  a Curtiss  pusher 
tJT®  plane,  but  this  had  been  wrecked  and 
was  tuen  stofed  at  Spokane,  Wash.  One 
crashed  pusher  and  one  Maximotor  engine 
of  questionable  condition  Y/ere  the  entire 
assets.  Eor  one-half  interest  in  these 
assets  r exchanged  one  span  of  good 
horses,  harness  and  wagon. 

"To  enable  me  to  accompany  McClellan 
to  Spokane  to  start  work  on  the  new 
plane,  - all  r.iy  farm  assets  were  sold  at 
public  auction.  The  farm  v/as  leased.  We 
arrived  in  Spokane  in  the  winter  of  1912 
and  proceeded  to  start  work  in  a garage 
which  was  rented  for  the  purpose.  Very 
little  material  was  usable  from  the 
crashed  plane,  and  new  materials  had  to 
be  purchased.  O'Ur  joint  finances  were 
pooled,  and  one  chicken  incubator  facto- 
ry nearby  received  a large  order  for 
straight  grained  clear  pine  lumber.  One 
wholesale  carpet  house  in  Spokane  found 
its  entire  supply  of  long  length  bamboo 
carted  away  by  two  persons  cf  question- 
able intentions. 

"We  Icnew  nothing  of  metal  heat  treat- 
ing processes,  hence  the  fittings  were 
cut  from  rav/  sheet  metal  and  bent  to 
correct  angles.  Eor  bolts  ordinary  car- 
riage cr  machine  bolts  were  used.  Rudder 
and  stabilizer  hinges  were  ordinary 
cabinet  variety,  attached  with  screws, 
which  frequently  gave  trouble  as  a re- 
sult of  the  spars  becoming’  wet. 

"Eor  turnbuckles,  ordinary  motorcycle 
s.')okes  were  used.  Piano  wire  served  for 
rigging.  Eabric  covering  Y/as  ordinary 
bed  ticking,  and  the  dope  was  a concoc- 
tion of  water,  glue,  al-um,  etc.  As 
might  be  imagined,  this  gave  considerable 
unnecessary  weij^ht  to  the  craft.  This 
dope  mixture  was  not  impervious  to 
moisture  or  temperature,  which  fact  gave 
’US  no  end  of  trouble  later  on. 

"The  propeller  was  laminated  from 
three-ply  pine  and  walnut,  and  was  glued 
ujj  in  a furniture  factory  in  Spokane. 

This  was  later  finished  up  by  hand  with 
ordinary  carpenter  tools  by  a man  we 
employed  for  the  job  by  the  name  of 
Arne  son  from  templets  furnished  by  us. 

"In  the  spring'  of  1913,  about  Eebru- 
ary, following  some  five  or . six  weeks 
of  C’urtisB  training  method,  or  ’penguin’ 
work,  as  we  nov/  refer  to  this  method,  I 
took  this  pusher  plane  in  the  air  for, 
its  initial  flight.  The  duration  of  the 
flight  was  twelve  minutes,  and  the  maxi- 
m-urn altitude  v/as  approximately  seven 
hundred  feet. 

"Short  hops  continued  for  the  next 
'thirty  days  when,  with  o-ur  finances  dan- 
gerously lov/,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
find  some  source  of  income.  We  contract- 
ed with  the  Liberty  Lake  Park  Board, 
about  forty  miles  east  of  Spokane,  to 
make  .three  exhibition  flights  at  that 
popular  public  resort  over  the  week-end. 
To  stimulate  business  at  the  resort  and 
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provide  for  us  much  needed  puhlicity,  I | "At  this  time  Captain  A.S.  Ccwan  was 
piloted  this  plane  from  Parkwater,  on  the j the  Commanding  Officer  at  North  Island, 
river  east  cf  Spokane,  to  Liberty  Lake,  jThis  Aviation  Detachment,  or  School,  was 
f,nd  while  flying  low.  over  the  many  settle-jthen  Icnovm  as  the  "Aviation  Branch  of 
ments  dropped  the  morning  edition  of  a ‘ “ 

Spokane  paper.  Por  this  stunt  at  the 
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time  I was  accredited  with  having  flown 
the  first  mail  delivery,  as  these  papers 
were  normally  delivered  to  the  rural 
settlements  via  post  office  carrier. 

"At  Liberty  Lake  the  first  two  flights 
were  completed  without  incident.  On  the 
third  and  last  landing,  one  of  the  spec- 
tators stepped  out  better  to  observe  my 
approach,  which  forced  me  to  ground-loop 
partially,  resulting  in  a badly  damaged 
wing.  The  plane  was  trucked  back  to 
Parkwater  and  work  was  immediately  start- 
ed to  rebuild  the  damaged  wing  section. 

"Tlie  next  exhibition  flight  was  made 
at  Peardon,  Washington,  some  ninety 
miles  west  of  Spokane.  Tlie  plane  was 
trucked  out  from  Parkwater,  but  was 
flown  on  the  return  trip.  Por  this  re- 
turn flight  it  was  necessary  to  land  at 
Port  George  Wright  for  additional  fuel, 
and  where  I was  most  courteously  receiv- 
ed by  the  Commanding  Officer,  who  pro- 
vided me  with  five  gallons  at  no  cost. 
Prom  Port  George  Wright  I passed  danger- 
ously low  over  the  city  of  Spokane.  This 
was  the  first  airplane  ever  to  make  this 


■the'  Signal  Corps."  In  several  more  or 
less  improvised  hangars,  the  equipment, 
consisted  of  a few  Burgess  planes, 
equipped  with  Renault  engines.  As  I re- 
call, they  also  had  one  Burge ss-Dunne 
plane.  Pushers  had  been  discarded  for 
tractor  tj’pe.  planes,  as  the  former  had  . 
caused  several  recent  fatalities  which 
could  be  attributed  directly  to  pusher 
type  engine  installation.  At  this  time, 
William  Lay  Patterson  was  Post  Secretary: 
Edgar  S.  Gcrrell  was  Assistant  Secreteiry; 
¥.R.  Taliaferro  was  Officer  in  Charge  of 
Training;  Oscar  Brindley  was  Civilian 
Plying  Instructor  and  Prancis  A.Wildman 
was  Civilian  Plying  Instructor  on  the 
Curtiss  Plying  Boat,  which  v/as  received 
during  the  winter  or  early  spring  of 
1915. 

"This  North  Island  flyii^  activity  ap- 
pealed to  me  immensely  and,  after  having 
discussed  several  times  with  Captain 
Cowan  my  enlistment,  I enlisted  on  March 
10,  1915,  in  the  Signal  Corps,  Aviation 
Section,  at  Worth  Island.  Enlisted  men 
then  assigned  to  pilot  training,  or  who 
v/ere  actually  making  solo  flights  at 
that  time,  included  Sergeants  Ocker,* 


trip.  The  flight  terminated  at  Parkvvater  | Marcus  and  Burge.* 
without  incident.  _ I "As  would  naturally  be  assumed,  prior 

"Exhibition  flights  were  much  in  de-  ; to  my  enlistment  I spent  much  time  at 
mand  during  this  year,  1915,  and  we  con-  | Worth  Island  observing  the  early  morning 
tinned  to  receive  bookings  from  the  sev-  i student  flights  around  the  field.  If 
eral  nearby  States,  especially  Idaho  and  |you  could  provide  a photographic  account 


Montana.  Tlie  year  ended  with  no  cash  on 
hand  and  with  equipment  in  bad  shape. 

"During  the  winter  of  1913-14,  addi- 
tional wing  sections  were  built  up  be- 
tween odd  jobs  we  were  required  to  seek 
to  enable  us  to  survive.  The  spring  of 
1914  saw  us  on  the  road  again.  Engine 
failure  at  Sandpoint,  Idaho,  demolished 
the  plane.  Thirty  days  later,  an  at- 
tempted high-  altitude  take-off  at  Harlow 


'of  the  airplane  crash  on  November  5, 

1 1914,  in  which  Mr.  Glenn  L,  Martin, 
ibuilder,  and  pilot  of  the  plane,  and 
j Lieut.  L.E.  Goodier,  passenger,  crashed 
I jus'G  south  of  the  old  E.  & R.  shop,  you 
Iv/ould  note  that  I was  the  first  person 
I to  arrive  on  the  scene.  It  so  happened 
I that  I was  protecting  myself  from  the 
[morning  chill  in  the  sunshine  along  the 
I south  wall  of  the  shop  building,  which 
Town,  Montana,  resulted  in  another  crash. , naturally  placed  me  near  the  crash  loca- 
" In  my  numerous  minor  crashes  I had  as  i tion  t w«<3  nic-n  n-rPRA-nt.  nt  Ua-rt.h 
yet  not  received  a single  injury.  But 
as  little  as  I knew;  about  flying,  it  w’as 


quite  obvious  that  this  good  luck  could 
not  continue,  I had  been  approached  at 
various  times  with  flying  propositions, 
one  of  which  would  take  me  to  Japan,  On 
this  last  crash  at  Harlov^  Town,  I vowed 
then  and  there  never  to  pilot  this  plane 
again,  and  I presented  my  partner, 
McClellan,  vdtli  our  entire  airplane  as- 
sets after  all  outstanding  bills  ?^ere 
paid  and  cash  on  hand  divided  equally.  I 
boarded  a train  from  here  to  San  ' 
Erancisco,  enroute  to  Japan,  but  w/hen  I 
arrived  on  the  coast  it  was  found  that 
several  days  would  elapse  prior  to  boat 
sailing.  In  the  interval  of  waiting,  I 
continued  on  to  San  Diego  where,  accord- 
ing to  the  papers,  the  Army  was  doing 
big  things  at  North  Island.  I arrived 
at  San  Diego  about  August,  1914. 


tion.  I was  also  present  at  North 
Island  on  December  23,  1914,  when  Capt. 
Dodd  won  the  Mackay  Trophy  race  against 
a field  of  'old  timers,'  such  as  Captain 
Geiger,  Lients.  Muller,  Morrow,  Milling, 
Taliaferro  and  Grrberry,  Lieut.  S.W. 
EitzGerald  accompanied  Captain  Dodd  on 
this  hi  story -maid  ng  flight.  I also  re- 
call that  1 was  present  on  the  Island 
on  December  21,  1914,  when  Lieut. Muller, 
jwith  Lieut.  Gerstner  as  passenger,  land- 
j ed  in  the  ocean,  and  the  latter  drowned 
in  attempting  to  sv/im  ashore.  Lieut. 
[Muller  remained  v/ith  the  plane  and  was 
j rescued.. 

I "Eollov/ing  my  enlistment,  I was  assign- 
[ed  to  one  of  the  hangar  crews.  Ocker 
!was  Crew  Chief,  and  our  job  was  to  give 
proper  maintenance  to  the  Curtiss  Elying 
[Boat  being  used  by  Wildman  for  instruc- 
j tio_n  purposes, 
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"Now  Lieut.  Colonels  in  the  Air  Corps. 
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’’July  7,  1915,  was  tlie  happiest  day  of 
lay  life,  when  Lieut.  Taliaferro  instruct- 
ed me  to  report  to  Mr.  Oscar  Brindley  for 
dual  training.  At  this  time  I had  some 
forty  hours  of  pilot  logged  time  to  ray 
credit  on  identical  controls  such  as  then 
used  in  the  tractor  planes,  other  than 
the  fact  that  I had  previously  used  foot 
throttle  on  ray  pusher  plane.  This  first 
dual  instruction  flight  on  this  date  was 
the  Beginning  of  my  military  flying,  and 
to  mjr  knowle^e  no  official  order  was 
issued  covering  the  assignment.  But  few 
dual  instruction'  flights  were  given  me, 
as  would  he  indicated  hy  the  fact' that 
on  July  10*  1915,  mj?-  first  solo  flight 
in  a military  plane  was  made.  During 
this  same  year  I was  promoted  to  the 
grade  of  corporal. 

"My  records  would  indicate  that  at 
this  time  very  little  actual  repair  work 
was  being  done  in  the  shop  under  super- 
vision of  the  Civilian  Engineer,  Grover 
C.  Loening.  He  v/as  at  the  time  concen- 
trating on  major  construction  changes  in 
the  Burgess  planes.  With  permission  re- 
ceived from  Lieut.  Taliaferro,  Mr. 
Seminook,  Private  Kuhn  and  m3''self  opened 
up  a repair  shop  in  one  hangar  wing, 
where  we  rebuilt  and  overhauled  wing  sec- 
tions and  fuselages  which  had  previously 
been  returned  to  the  factory  for  repairs. 
The  need  for  this  local  repair  shop  was 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  it  very  quick- 
ly took  in  the  entire  hangar.  Private 
Gordon  Smith  and  myself  took  over  the 
entire  job  of  fabric  covering  wings, etc. 
while  Private  Kuhn  remained  in  charge 
of  the  woodwork.  Mr.  Seminook  proved  to 
be  expert  in  metal  work,  and  he  either 
repaired  or  fabricated  new  metal  fit- 
tings. Irecall  that  Sergeants Ba.rnhardt, 
Ocker,  Parkinson,  Krull,  Steinle,  Sweet, 
Marcus  and  Burge  were  instrumental  in 
finaS.  assembly  work.  Biffle  and  Coyle 
were  crew  chiefs,  and  they  assisted  in 
the  general  repair  v^/ork.  At  this  same 
time,  Mr.  George  E.A.  Hallett  was  in- 
structing pilot  officers  in  engine  over- 
haul. I was  later  assigned  the  function 
of  instructing  these  same  officers  in 
airplane  assembly  and  maintenance. 

"Por  Hydroplane  record,  I hold  the 
Aero  Club  of  America  Aviation  Medal  of 
Merit,  which  reads;  "Corpl.  A.D.  Smith, 
American  Hydro  Record  DuraHcn,  Eeb.  19, 
1915,  8 hrs.  42  min."  This  duration 
record  was  made  in  a Martin  hydroplane, 
with  a Hall  Scott  engine,  around  the  San 
Diego  Bay  area, 

'_'0n  Eebruary  15,  1916,  Mr.  Eloyd  Smith, 
Civilian  Test  Pilot  for  the  Glenn  L. 
Martin  Company,  established  a new  world's 
altitude  record  for  pilot  and  tliree  pass- 
engers, climbing  to  an  altitude  of  9,603 
feet.  I was  one  of  the  passengers. 

"Ydiile  on  leave  of  absence  in  the  early 
spring  of  1916,  I was  employed  by  the 
Glenn  L.  Martin  Company  as  a test  pilot 
and  school  instructor. 

"In  the  summer  of  1916,  I was  again  ap- 
proached by  Japanese  interests,  Mitsui 


Company  of  San  Francisco,  with  a rather 
fabulous  offer  if  I would  go  as  test 
pilot  for  the  Day  Aircraft  Company  of 
Plainfield,  H.J.  This  information  was 
transmitted  to  me  by  Colonel  Glassford, 
Commanding  Officer,  who  suggested  that 
perhaps  I would  be  interested  in  being 
employed  as  Civilian  Flying  Instructor 
in  the  same  capacity  as  Brindley  and 
Wildman,  He  would  obtain  for  me  my 
discharge  from  the  service. 

"On  A.ugust  17,  1916,  I was  honorably 
discharged  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Government  and  was  immediately  employed 
as  Civilian  Flying  Instructor  at  Horth 
Island.  I might  add  that  prior  to_my 
being  employed  in  a civilian  capacity 
as  instructor,  I had  been  carrying  on 
this  instruction  work  under  the  rating 
of  Sergeant." 

Major  Smith  continued  with  flying  in- 
struction in  a civilian  status  until 
June  35,  1917,  when  he  was  appointed  a 
Captain  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal 
Reserve  Corps.  He  was  scheduled  for 
duty  at  Park  Field,  Millington,  Tenn. , 
but  his  orders  were  amended  October  ll, 
1917,  and  he  was  assigned  to  station  at 
McCook  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was 
rated  a Junior  Military  Aviator,  effec- 
tive March  8,  1918, 

In  April,  1918,  Major  Smith,  together 
with  Colonel  Henry  J.  Daram  and  Major 
Oscar  A,-  Brindley,  was  assigned  the 
task  of  testing  a DH4  plane,  powered 
with  a Liberty  engine,  under  service 
conditions  at  McCook  Field  or  at  the 
factory  at  Dayton.  Sad  to  relate, 
in  the  following  month  Major  Smith  was 
appointed  as  a member  of  a Board  of  Of- 
ficers to  investigate  the  cause  of  the 
airplane  accident  on  May  2,  1918,  which 
resulted  in  the  death  of  both  Colonel 
Daram  and  Major  Brindley.  Himself  suf- 
fering from  the  after  effects  of  an  air- 
plane accident  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  he  was  confined  in  the  Army  and 
Havy  General  Hospital  at  Hot  Springs, 
Ark. , for  several  months,  following 
which  he  was  assigned  to  Rockwell  Field, 
Calif.,  for  duty. 

A memorable  event  was  the  first  forma- 
tion flight  of  military  planes  across 
the  American  continent.  Led  by  Major 
Smith,  a five-airplane  squadron  ("Jenny" 
planes,  powered  ?/ith  Hisso  engines) 
departed  from  Rockwell  Field  on  December 
4,  1918,  for  Caristrom  Field,  Arcadia, 
Fla.  The  flight  continued  on  to 
Washington  and  Hew  York  and  returned  to 
Rockwell  Field  in  February,  1919.  The 
total  elapsed  flying  time  was  109  hours 
and  25  minutes. 

In  1919,  Major  Smith  was  in  charge  of 
forest  fire  patrol  operations  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  In  the  following 
year  he  was  transferred  to  March  Field, 
Calif. , where  he  coramanaed  the  Pilot 
School  Detachment.  From  April  to  Septem- 
ber, 1920,  he  was  confined  in  the  Letter 
man  General  Hospital,  undergoing  treat- 
( Continued  on  Page  1$. 
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THE  EIRST  imMY  OEEIGER  TO  ELY  SOLO 


C 


The  raach  mooted  question  as  to  wdo  was 
the  first  Army  officer  to  solo  an  air- 
plane appears  to  he  definitely  settled, 
according  to  reliable  data  recently  re- 
ceived in  the  Information  Division, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

As  a matter  of  history,  the  first  offi- 
cer of  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United. 
States  to  fly  an  aarplane  alone  was 
Lieut.  Thomas  E.  Selfridge,  Eield  Artil- 
lery, who,  incidentally,  ws.s  also  the 
first  Array  officer  to  lose  his  life  in 
an  airplane  accident.  This  lamentable 
accident  occurred  on  September  17,  1908, 
at  Eort  Myer,  Va. , when  Lieut.  Selfridge 
made  a flight  as  passenger  ?dth  Mr. 
Orville  Wright.  The  following  brief  ac- 
count of  this  accident  appeared  in 
Collier’s  "Weekly  of  October  3,  1908: 

"On  September  17,  after  making  three 
complete  circuits  of  the  Eort  Myer 
Parade  Ground,  the  'Wright  aeroplane 
broke  a propeller  blade  and  fell  to  the 
ground.  _ Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  Selfridge 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  United  States  ir-' ay, 
received  injuries  from  which  he  d.ied 
three  hours  later.  Mr.  Ti/right  escaped 
with  his  life,  but  was  painfully  hurt. 

Rarely,  indeed,  has  the  perversity  of 
inanimate  things  brought  about  a more 
drama.tic  and  painful  tragedy.  The  small- 
ness and  unimportance  of  the  imm.ediato 
cause  made  the  result  seem  all  the  more 
deplorable.  The  accident  resulted  from 
no _ miscalculation,  nor  did  it  have  any- 
thing _ to  do  7;ith  the  general  principle 
embodied  in  the  Wright  machine,  which 
had  already  brilliantly  established  its 
ability  to  navigate  the  air.  It  was  one 
of  those  unforeseen  and  probably  u-ipre- 
ventable  things,,  like  the  "breaking  of  a 
tire  or  the  spreading  of  rails,  and  this 
apparently  trifling  accident  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Tifright  aeroplane, 
just  as  it  was  abort,  with  every  appa- 
rent chance  of  success,  to  undertake  the 
tests  prescribed  by  the  War  Department, 
in  the  maiming  of  one  of  its  inventors, 
and  in  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  pro- 
mising young  men  in  the  arm.y. 

Mr.  Wright  had  spent  several  wreeks  in 
successful  demonstrations  of  the  aero- 
plane, and_he  had  broken  all  records  for 
a flight  with  a.,  heavier-than-air  rae.chine. 
That  he  had  not  passed  the  tests  and 
thus  secured  the  prise  which  the  long 
ears  of  experiment  he  and  his  brother 
ad  gone  through,  so,  ‘surely  promised,  was 
due  merely  to  that  endless  patience  and 
painstaking  attention  to  detail  with 
which  the  "'"rights  have  worked  from  the 
beginning.  Tiiey  have  not  the  slightept 
desire  for  notoriety  and- have  allowed  no 
attempts  of  press  or  public  to  hurry 
them,  or  deflect  them  for  a moment  from 
their  methodical  course. 

The  _ fatal  fla.ght  on  v/hich  Lieutenant 
Selfridge  was  taken  was  part  of  Mr. 


Wright’s  preparation  for  the  Government 
tests,  which  called  for  a machine  which 
would  carry  two  men.  Eor  this  flight 
new  propel? ers,  nine  feet  long  instead  of 
eight  feet  six  inches,  were  put  on  the 
machine.  These  propellers  had  been  test- 
ed a.n  the  shed,,  but  this  was  their  first 
test  in  flight.  The,  machine  circled  the 
parade  ground  with  its  usual  success  un- 
til, just  as  it  was  turning  at  an  alti- 
tude of  about  seventy-five  feet,  one  of 
the  propeller  blades  was  broken  off  and 
fell  to  the  ground.  Mr.  W'right  at  once 
shut  off  the  engine.  The  machine  careen- 
ed and  started  domiward,  Eor  a distance 
of  about  thirty-five  feet  it  glided  slow- 
ly throujgh  the  air,  t'hen  suddenly  pitched 
forward  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Both  men 
v/ere  pinned  under  it." 

ill  the  death  of  Lieut,  Selfridge  the 
Army  lost  one  of  the  best  posted  men  in 
the  field  of  aeronautics  at  that  time,  a 
student  and. a man  of  practical  ideas. 
Selfridge  Eield,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. , the 
station  of  the  Eirst  Pursuit  Group  of  the 
Army  Air  Corps,  was  named  in  memory  of 
the  man  who  was  the  Arm.y'  s first  sacri- 
fice to  the  science  of  aviation. 

At  Hapmondsport , U.Y,,  where  the  late 
Glenn  Curtiss  was  conducting  his  flight 
experiments,  Lieut.  Self  ridge  fCiade  short 
flights  alone  of  100  and  200  feet  on  ■ 

May  19,  '1908, and  flew  again  at  various 
times  during  July  and  August.  On  August 
2,  1908,  Lieut,  Self ridge  flew  alone  one 
minute  and  30  seconds,  rising  to  a height 
of  about  75  feet.  On  August  3rd,  he 
flew  800  yards  in  50  seconds.  Tdiile 
these  flights  are  not  long,  certainly  the 
one  on  Au^st  2nd  establishes  the  fact 
that  Lieut.  Selfridge  should  be  consider- 
ed the  first  Array  officer  to  fly  alone. 

Mote:  The  above  information  viras  extract- 
ed from  a collection  called  "Lieutenant 
Selfridge  Memorial,"  containing  the  bul- 
letins of  the  Aerial  Experiment  Associa- 
tion, together  with  miscellaneous  notes, 
press  bulletins,  etc. , which  collection 
is  bound  in  five  volumes  and  deposited 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 


Mow,  with  respect  to  Lieut.  Humphreys 
and  L^m,  who  in  some  g_uarters  have  here- 
tofore been  credited  with  being  the  first 
A.rmy  officers  to  solo  an  ,.fsirplan0 , the 
flights  of  these  officers  occurred  as 
shown  in  the  following-  quotation  person- 
ally give.h  by  Colonel  L^im: 

"Tae  first  Wai  Department  contract  with 
"the  T/right  Brothers  for  an  airplane  re- 
quired certain  performance  as  to  speed, 
endurouce  and  raeueuverability.  It  also 
required  them  to  teach  two  officers  to 
fly  the  airplane.  Lieutenant  Humphreys 
and  myself  (Lieut.  Lahm)  were  designated, 
and.  Uilbui’  "I'/right  gave  us  our  training 
at  College  Park,  Maryland,  on  a field 
leased  by  the  "’Jar  Department. 
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On  Octofeer  26,  1909 j after  approximate- 
[)  ly  three  hours*  dual  instruction,  extend- 
ing over  several  weeks,  we  were  ’turned 
loose’  for  our  first  solo  flights  - Lieut, 
Huc^shreys  first,  flying  three  minutes 
alone,  followed  on  the  same  day  by  rayeelf 
alone,  the  flight  lasting  thirteen  min- 
utes, '* 

lirom  the  above  it  can  be  eeen^that  Col. 
Humphreys  was  not  the  first  officer  of 
the  Regular  Arcy  of  the  U,  S.  to  fly  an 
airplane  alone,  but  euch  credit  must  go 
to  Lieut,  Selfrldge.  However,  it  can  be 
stated  that  the  first  airplane  owned  by 
the  United  States  Arny  was  flown  alone 
initially  by  Colonel  Humphreys  and  that, 
immediately  thereafter*  such  plane  was 
similarly  flown  by  Colonel  Lamn, 

Following  his  resignation  from  the 
Regular  Army.  Colonel  Humphreys  affiliat- 
ed himself  with  the  New  York  National' 
Guard  and  now  commands  the  103nd  Engin- 
eers. Colonel  Lahm,  who  some  years  ago 
was  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  ■ is  now  on  duty 
as  Air  Officer  of  the  Second  Corps  Area, 
Governors  Island,  New  York. 

— oOo- — - 

ORDiANCS  SCHOOL  REOPENS  AT  LANGLEf  FIELD 

At  the  recent  official  opening  of  the 
second  course  in  the  School  of  Aviation 
I Ordnance  of  the  10th  Ordnance  Company  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. , Colonel  Maxwell,  GHQ, 
Ordnance  Officer  and  Conmandant  of  the 
School  spoke  briefly  on  the  problem  of 
Ordnance  Service  to  the  GHQ  Air  Force 
and  the  importance  of  trained  special ' • 
personnel  to  provide  .such  service.  He 
also  introduced  Brigadier  General  D.C. 
Emmone,  let  Wing  Commander,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
and  Colonel  E.  Montgomery,  Chemical  War- 
fare Service,  GHQ  Air  Force,  who  also 
spoke  briefly  about  the  trained  personnel 
■retired  for  ordnance  service. 

The  curriculum  of  the  course  includes 


Sergeant;  J.E.  Gillespie,  4th  Platoon, 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif, ; Private  1st  Cl. 
L.A.  Johnson,  5th  Platoon,  March  Field, 
Calif,;  Private  1st  Class  C,F.  Roller, 
2nd  Platoon,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; and 
Sergeant  W.R.  Murray,  49th  Bombardment 
Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

— .oOo— 

MOTION  PICTURE  FIWffiD  AT  LANGLEY  FIELD 

Mr.  Cullen  Tate,  Director  of  the  fly- 
ing sequences  of  M-G-M’ s ’’Test  Pilot," 
to  be  released  in  March,  announced  on 
the  morning  of  January  4th  that  he  ex- 
pected to  break  car^  on  the  completion 
of  the  day’s  work, 

Kie  movie  visitors  had  been  on  loca- 
tion for  two  weeks  in  front  of  the  2nd 
Bpmbardment  Group,  where  atmosphere  se- 
quences and  part  of  the  story’s  action 
had  been  filmed.  The  Group  cooperated 
extensively  in  the  filming  of  this  ; 
feature  picture.  All  flying  sequences 
were  routine  Group  training  from  which 
additional  valuable  technique  was  gained. 

Doubles  filled  the  roles  of  Spencer  ■ 
Tracy,  %rna  Loy  and  Clark  Gable,  the 
latter  playing  the  lead  as  an  Army  flier 
in  the  screen  version  of  Jimmy  Collins’ 
prophetic  book  "Test  Pilot, " written 
not  long  before  Collins  was  killed  in 
the  last  of  a scries  of  test  dives  for 
the  Navy.  . 

Commander  Frank  Woade,  retired  Naval 
aviator,  and  author  of  the  play  "Ceiling 
Zero,"  wrote  the  scenario  for  "Test 
Pilot  " 

With  the  faithful  old  B-17’s  purring' 
sweetly  through  plenty  of  footage,  and 
with  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  grinning 
.•into  cameras  from  all  angles,  this  new 
movie  will  no  doubt  be  a source  of  much 
interest  to  Air  Gonss  personnel. 

oOo—  . 

PROGRESS  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  CONCHAS  DM 


Ammunition  Supply,  maintenance  and  as- 
sembly for  delivery  to  the  combat  units  j in  response  to  the  routine  call  from 
of  the  GHQ  Air  Torce,  also  the  inspection^the  District  Engineer  of  Conchas  Dam, New 
repair  and  operation  of  aircraft  armament  ’' — ---  - - - - 

of  all  typee.  Some  time  is  devoted  to 
basic  military  and  automotive  inetruc- 
tion. 

The _ faculty  consists  of  Captain  E.P. 

Mechling,  Air  Base  Ordnance  Officer  and 
Director  of  the  School;  Technical  Ser- 
geant R.F.  Tokoly,  Chief  Instructor; 

Staff  Sergeant  F.E,  Rogan  and  Sergeant 
Fred  Riley,  Instructors. 

Th^e  following  students  stre  enrolled 
in  this  course;  Staff  Sergeant  H.V. 

Jones,  1st  Platoon;  Private  1st  Claes 
J.R.  Sarnoski.  49th  Bombardment  Squadron; 

Private  1st  Class  E,M.  Powell,  1st 
Platoon;  and  Privates  E.C.  Jones,  J.P. 

King,  S.J.  Schaffer  and ■ Theo.Kovacevich, 

1st  Platoon,  all  of  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 


Sergeant  V.L.  Mcleal,  6th  Platoon,  _ 

Barksdale  Field,  La.;  Staff  Serge^t  L.G.\  just  in”time'“for*thriurkeyr 
jjoper,  3rd  Platoon,  Selfridge  Field, Mich,;'  ^ 


Mexico,  1st  Lieut.  Charles  F,  Densford, 
photographer  and  pilot,  and  Sergeant 
H.L.  Photographer,  left  Kelly  Field  on 
December  17th  for  northern  New  Mexico. 
The  purpose  of  the  flight  was  to  make 
progress  photographs  of  Conchas  Dam. 

Due  to  rain,  snow  and  fog,  the  photogra- 
phy was^ delayed  four  days.  The  last  of 
the  series  of  photographs  were  made  on 
the  morning^of  December  24th,  following 
which  the  pilot  and  photographer  depart- 
ed for  Kelly  Field.  At  Midland,  the 
San  Antonio  weather  was  reported  as  sub- 
zero, making  it  necessary  for  the  two 
airmen  to  remain  overnight  at  Midland, 
while  somebody  else  decorated  the  tree. 
The  fog  at  Kelly  Field  lifted  suffici- 
ently for  Lieut,  Deneford  and  Sergeant 
Cheetnutt  to  get  in  shortly  after  noon, 
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DISTINGUISHED  FLYING  CROSS  AUMDED  LIEUT.  ELLIS 


0 


Announcement  was  made  Ly  the  War  Depart- 1 was  still  attached  to  his  body  and  was 


meat,  under  da-te  of  January  4th,.  of  the 
award  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
to  2nd  Lieut.  DHoss' Ellis,  Air  Reserve, 
now  on  extended  active  duty  at  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  for  heroism  displayed 
while  participating  in  eu  aerial  flight 
from  Hensley  Field,  Dallas,  Texas,  to 


found  to  be-  in  good  condition,  except 
i that  one  shroud  line  was  broken  and  the 
I rip-cord  "D**  ring  pocket  was  almost  com- 
; pletely  torn  loose”  from  the  harness. 

I The  nature  of  Lieut.  Fisher’s  injuries 
i indicated  that  he  undoubtedly  was  in- 
I stantly  killed  upon  striking  the  air- 


Oklahoma  City,  Okla, , on_April  24,  1937,  | plane’s  tail  surfaces. 


The  outcome  of  this  flight  was  tragic,, 
a most  promising  young  officer  of  the 
Air  Corps  losing  liis  life  through  most 
unusual  circumstances.  On  the  date  in 
g^uestion,  Lieut,  Ellis  was  a passenger 
in  a BT-9  airplane  piloted  by  the  late 
2nd  Lieut.  Robert  S”.  Fisher,  son  of  Col. 


Henry  G.  Fisher,  Commanding  Officer  of 


Scott  Field,  111. 

Ti/hen  approximately  forty  miles  north 
of  Hensley  Field,  flying  at  about  .4,000 
feet  altitude,  the  pilot,  Lieut,  Fisher, 


Subsequently  interrogated  as  to  the 
i details  "connected  vatli  the  accident, 
Lieut,  Ellis,  when  asked  if  he  realized 
before  landing  the  plane  that  to  attempt 
to  land  it  in  its. badly  damaged  condi- 
tion would  be  dangerous,  and  that  if  he 
did  realize  the  danger  why  he  did  not 
’’bail  out”  ra,ther  than  attempt'  to  -land 
the  plans,  replied  that  he  realized  the 
danger  of  attempting  to  land  the  plane, 
but  at  that  time  believed  Lieut. ' Fisher 
to  be  only  badly  injured  and,  believing 


was  pulled  from  the  airplane  by  his  para-|  there  was  a fairly  reasonable  chance 


chute  which  had  accidentally  opened. 
Lieut.  Fisher's  body  struck  the  left 
tail  surfaces  of  the  plane,  knocking 
them  cornpletely  off  and  badly  damaging 
the  rudder.  Believing  Lieut.  Fisher  to 
be  only  badly  injured,  disregarding  his 
own  safety  and  mindful  only  of  securing 
aid  as  quickly  as  possible  for  Lieut. 
Fisher,  Lieut.  Ellis  displayed  great 
course  when  he  piloted  the  badly  damag- 
ed airplane  back  to  Hensley  Field  and 
landed  it  safely,  thereby  enabling_him 
to  report  the  accident  within  25  minutes 
of  the  time  it  occurred.  Kis  action  in 
safely  landing  the  badly  damaged  air- 


that  the  plane  could  be  flown  back  to 
Hensley  Field  and  landed  safely,  he 
elected  to  try  to  do  so  in  order  to  be 
in  e.  position  to  secure  assistance  for 
Lieut.  Fisher  with  a minimum  of  delay. 


! Lieut,  Ellis  was  born  at  Kemp,  Okla. , 
i October  11,  1906.  He  graduated  from 
i high  school  at  Stillwater,  Okla.,-  and 
; from  the  Oklahoma,  A.  & M,  College  in 
I 1930  with  the  degree  of  B.S.  Appointed 
'a  Flying  Cadet  in  the  Air  Corps,  he 
I graduated  from  the  Primary  Flying  School, 
i Randolph  Field,  Texas,  February  28,1933, 

I and  from  the  Advanced  Flj^'ing  School. 


plane  resulted  in  saving  it  from  destruc-j Kelly  Field,  Texas,  where  he  specialized 


tion. 

Upon  landing  the  aforementioned  air- 
plane at  Hensley  Field,  Lieut.  Ellis  im- 
mediately reported  to  the  Commaudinj  Oi.-^ 
ficer,  Major  B.S.  Thompson,  Air  Corps, 
what  had  transpired.  After  striking 
the  left  tail  surfaces  of  the  plane,  he 
saw  Lieut,  Fisher  descending  into  a 
wooded  area  with  his  parachute  open, 
apparently  intact  and  functioning  pro- 
perly, but  that  he  believed  Lieut. 

Fisher  to  be  badly  injured  because  of 
the  considerable'  force  v/ith  which  he 
struck  the  tail  surfaces. 

Major  Thompson  immediately  notified 
the  Sheriff  of  Denton  County,  Texas,  and 
arranged  for  searching  parties  to  be 
sent  out  to  locate  Lieut.  Fisher.  An 
inspection  of  the  BT-9  airplane  revealed 
that  all  of  the  left  elevator  and  all  of 
the  left  stabilizer,  except  a small  sec- 
tion of  approximately  18  inches,  ?/ere 
completely  missing,  and  that  the  rudder 
was  badly  damaged. 

Major  Thompson,  accompanied  by  Lieut. 
Ellis  as  observer,  then  proceeded  by 
airplane  to  the  scene  of  the  accident 
and  conducted  a search  from  the  a;ir  for 
Lieut,  Fisher,  whose  body  was  found  ap- 
proximately at  the  location  reported  by 
Lieut.  Ellis.  Lieut.  Fisher’s  parachute 
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.in  Observation  Aviation,  on  June  29, 

I 1933,  on  fdiich  date  he  received  the  rat- 
i ings  of  "Airplane  Pilot”  and  ’’Airplane 
'observer,*'  and  was  appointed  a second 
! lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve. 

I Assigned  to  extended  active  duty  with 
i the  88th  Observation  Squadxon  at  Brooks  ' 
{ Field,  Texas,  he  served  with  this  organ- 
I j.zation  until  A'ogust,  '1935,  when  he  re- 
j verted  to  inactive  status.  On  June  1, 

] 1937,  he  was  placed  on  active  duty  at 
I Randolph  Field,  Texas,  for  a period  of 
j three  years. 

oOo— — 


SELFRIDGE  FIELD  RECEIYES  P-35  PLANES 


The  first  of  the  77  new  Severs!^  P-35 
Pursuit  planes  to  be  assigned  to  the 
Squadrons  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group 
arrived  at  Selfridge  Fields  Mich. , the 
last  week  in  December.  Announcing  the 
fact  that  on  January  4th  Self ridge  Field 
received  a blood-brother  when  Humber  Two 
arrived,  having  been  ferried  from  | 

Farmingdale,  L.I.,  New  York,  by  1st  Lieut," 
John  '.7,  Egan,  of  the  17th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron, the  News  Letter  Correspondent 
jocosely  adds  that  "Formation  flying  is 
novr  possible.  " 
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ACTIVITIES  AT  EORT  LEWIS,  WASH. 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 


"MisBion  called  off”  is  a very  common 
order  being  iss-oed  these  days  by  the 
operations  officer  at  the  Eort  Lewis 
landing  field.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  when  it*s  pea-soup  foggy,  you  can't 
see,  and  when  you  can't  see  you  can’t 
fly,  and  when  you  can't  fly  you  can’t  ob- 
serve, and  when  you  can't  observe  - well- 
it  ^uet  “ain't”  possible  to  do  an  obser- 
vation mission,  and  that's  supposed  to  be 
our  mission  in  life.  What’e  this,  all 
about?  Only  to  find  some  reason  for  sub- 
mitting the  sketch  shown  on  the  opposite 
page  of  one  of  our  observers  at  work  as 
seen  by  our  squadron  artist,  Private 
St^pe. 

The  Sixth  Engineers,  stationed  at  Eort 
Lewis,  are  now  busily  engaged  in  erect- 
ing one-half  of  the  steel  girder  hangar 
which  was  shipped  to  this  station  about 
a year  ago.^  Construction  was  not  start- 
ed until  this  time,  as  it  was  not  known 
for  certain  that  the  Air  Corps  would  per- 
manently occupy  this  field. 

On  a recent  morning  frost  covered  all 
planes  in  the  open  with  a coating  of 
roT^h,  snowy  ice  about  1/8  of  an  inch 
thick.  This  did  not  appear  thick  enpngh 
to  change  in  any  way  the  camber  of  the 
airfoils,  and  the  pilot-observer  crews 
prepared  to  take  off.  The  first  two 
planes  to  leave  the  line  failed  to  take 
the  air  after  running  the  length  of  the 
airdrome.  One  of  the  pilots  just 
wouldn' t be  convinced  that  this  shallow 
layer  of  ice  was  the  cause,  and  made 
five  attempts  before  giving  up.  . Coinci- 
dent with  this  icing  condition  was  the 
arrival  that  morning  of  Technical  Order 
No,  Ol-lA-4,  de;scribing  the  dangers  of 
flight  or  atten^ted  flight  under  these 
conditions. 

Asigh  of  relief  emanated  from  all 
flying  personnel  when  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion authorized  the  survey  and  salvage 
of  our  C-14  Transport.  Ihe  "old  crate” 
had^ served  its  purpose  remarkably  well 
during  its  seven  years  of  active  flying 
life,  but  we  all  felt  that  the  old  girl 
Was  feeling  her  age  and  was  about  ready 
for  the  bone  yard. _ No  news  of  a replace- 
ment ^ has-been  received,  but  we  are  hop- 
ing it  will  be  a multi-engined  job  with 
hmple  range  to  buck  the  mountains  and 
Weather  of  this  area. 

Lieut.  Mosman,  Air  Reserve,  returned 
to  the  post  on  December  14th,  accompanied 
£7  S-  new  co-pilot,  the  former  Miss 
^^61‘i'ie  Erick,  of  Portland,  Oregon. 
Mother’s  warning  to  her  son  "fly  low  and 
Slow,  my  boy,”  appears  to  have  gone  un- 
heeded in  Ormond's  case.  Nevertheless, 
ft  Was  a neat  and  fancy  piece  of  head- 
work  on  a high  altitude  speed  mission, 
and  i^therine  looks  like  a new  record  to 
vu  "honeymooners”  were  met  at 

tne  main  gate  and  given  a reception  rid© 
around  the  post  whxch  we  feel  surpasses 


the  famous  caisson  rides  of  the  El eld 
Artillery  and  the  pontoon  rides  of  the 
Engineers.  The  Eordson  mule  and  dolly 
were  converted  into  a miniature  airplane, 
G.I.,  complete  with  controls,  bucket 
Seats,  parachutes,  helmets,  and  gogglrs. 
The  love  birds  were  tooted  through  the 
quarters  area  preceded  by  the  10th  Eield 
io'tillery  band  in  a drizzling  rain, which 
made  the  open  cockpit  model  slightly 
dangp  but  which  went  unnoticed  by  the 
Mosmans.  Ha|)py  landings  J 

Lieut.  David  H.  Kennedy,  radio  wizard, 
fresh  from  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  reported  in  and  was  immediately 
set  to  work  to  straighten  out  the  commu- 
nications department  which  nowadays  seems 
to  ba  the  chief  bt^aboo  of  aerial  opera- 
tions. We  wish  him  luck. 

Major  Guy  "Mac”  McNeil  departed  on 
leave  December  17th  from  this  station 
enroute  to  the  Philippines  on  the  Janu- 
ary boat. 

— -oOo- — 

SELERIDGE  EIELD  RECEIVES  NEW  SEVERSKY 

The  first  of  the  "production”  Seversky 
Pursuit  airplanes,  long  awaited  by  the 
pilots  of  the  Eirst  Pursuit  Group,  who 
are  due  to  receive  sevent-seven  of  them 
in  all,  recently  arrived  at  Selfridge 
Eield.  The  honor  of  bringing  the  ship 
to  the  field  went  to  Captain  John  M. 
Sterling,  Operations  and  Training  Offi- 
cer of  the  Group. 

As  fast  as  the  Seversky  plant  at 
Earmingdale,  L. I.,  New  York,  completes 
the  planes  on  order,  pilots  of  the  vari- 
ous squadrons  will  proceed  by  train  to. 
Earmingdale,  test  the  airplane  they  re- 
ceive for  the  Army,  and  fly  the  craft 
back  to  Selfridge  Eield,  where  it  will 
assume  its  place  in  one  of  the  fighting 
squadrons.  The  PB-2A's,  formerly  assign- 
ed to  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron.,  have  al- 
ready been  transferred  to  Langley  Eield, 
Va. , and  the  remaining  P-26' s will  be 
transferred  to  other  stations  as  fast  as 
they  are  displaced  by  the  Severskys. 

— -oOo 


Captain  Hilbert  M.  Wittkop,  of  the 
S6th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Eield, 
Va. , in  B-17  No.  63,  with  full  combat 
crow,  accomplished  a night  navigation 
flight  to  Randolph  Eield,'  Texas.  He 
took  off  from  Langley  Eield  at  4:44  p.ra, , 
December  19th,  but  inclement  weather  de- 
layed the  return  trip  until  December 
22nd.  The  elapsed  flying  time  required 
for  this  mission,  totaled  14  hours  and  20 
minutes. 

oOo 

The  article  r,n  machine  gun  firing  effi- 
ciency, by  Lieut.  Norman  H.  Ives,  which  ap 
peared  in  the  Dec.  15th  issue,  elicited 
much  favorable  comment.  Worthwhile  ar- 
ticles of  such  a nature  are  a great  help. 
-13-  V-76C2,  A.C. 


Tragedy  from  tlie  skies  struck  swiftly-' and  istudy  at  Stanford  University  for  an^A.B. degree, 
surely  on  the  afternoon  of  Lecemher  22,  1937,  | Appointed  a flying  cadet  in  the  Ariry  Air 

danpening  the  gayety  and  laughter  of  scores  of  jCorps,  he  graduated  from  the  Prinary  Plying 
children  having  their  aiinual  Ciiristmas  Party  at  School  at  Sandolph  Field,  Texas,  February  25, 


the  Arny  Hangars,  Poston  Airport,  Ivfe,ss.  , the 
victim  being  Corporal  Harold  J.  Krantr,  Air 
Corps,  parachute  rigger  and  junper  of  nn  mean 
ability.  It  vras  the  jurrp  that  he  made  every 
year  for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  inperson- 
ating  Santa  Claus  arriving  with  his  toys  for 


1937,  and  from  the  Advanced  .Flying  School, Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  June  9,  1937,  specializing  in 
Attack  Aviation.  He  was  appointed  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve,  June  30,  1937, 
rated  an  "Airplane  Pilot"  on  the  same  date, 
and  assigned  to  extended  active  duty  with  the 


the  beys  and  girls  of  members  of  the  deta.chment!  34th  Attack  Squadron  at  lArch  Field,  Calif.  , 


He 


and  the  officers  attached  to  this  station, 
couldn’t  disappoint  all  those  tots  waiting 
eagerly  for  the  arrival  of  St.  Mck  by  plane, 
so  vn.th  the-  spirit  of  Christmas  in  his  heart  he 
gaily  stepped  over  the  side  ana  floated  down 
and  dovm  with  fate  taking  a hand  and  sweeping 
him  into  the  lia-rbor  to  his  deabh. 

Born  in  Pihiierington,  Ohio,  thirty-one  years 


with  which  organization  he  served  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 


ago,  Corporal  Kroner  spent  his  childhood  in  that  he  was  assigned  to  the  S6th  Service  Sp-uadron 


State  going  through  grammar  and  hi^  school. 
Seeing  th-e  opportunities  presented  by  the  Army 


Private  Victor  L.  Jost  was  bom  April  10, 
1909,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Arny  August  1,  1930,  and  was  assigned  to 
Company  0,  31st  Infantry,  at  lianila,  P. I. 
Transferred  to  the  Air  Corps,  June  16,1931, 


He  joined  the  31 st  Bombardment  Squadron  at 
biarch  Field,  Calif.  , August  14,  1933,  and 


Air  Corps,  he  exlListed  a.s  Air  Corps,  Unassigned, ^ transferred  to  the  23th  Bombardment  Squadron  on 


for  Chanute  Field,  111.  , taking  the  parachute 
riggers  course  and  graduating  with,  honors. 


June  23,  1934.  ^ Honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  on  June  12,  1936,  he  reenlisted  on 


Upon  the  completion  of  the  course  he  was  assign-f  December  10,  1936,  at  Iviarch  -Field,-  Calif.  , 


ed  to  Mibchel  Field,  New  York,  and  from  there 
was  transferred  to  Boston  Airport,  where, he  re- | 
mained  until  his  death.  He  was  knovn  for  his 
parachute  jumping,  specializing  in  spot  jump- 


ing, being  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  As 


a parachute  rigger  he  had  no  equal , being  well 
known  throughout  New  England  by  all  who  used 
chutes.  He  gave  scores  of  lectures  to  clubs 
on  the  use  and  design  of  parachutes  and  had  in- 
structed thousands  of  school  children  about  the 
use  and  construction  of  .the. same.  Various  boys 
clubs  and  grammar  and  high  school  classes  were 
continual  visitors  to  the  airport  for  a lecture 
on  parachutes. 

Corporal  Kraner  made  .parachutes  his  life  work 
and  career,  fate  decreeing  that  bhe  pursxiit  of 
his  endeavors  to  render  safety  to  others  sho'old 
be  the  cause  of  his  untimely  demise.  He  wa.s  a 
conscientious-  worker-,  a man  of  responsibility 


and  with  a rare  sense  of  h-urmcr.  He  will  be 


missed  by  the  members  of  this  detachment,  and  by 
all  who  knevj-  him  in  civil  life.  The  syupathies 
of  all  are  extended  to  his  widow. 

- Coip.  E.  S.  Lowe. 


On  the  morning  of  Jamaary  4,  1938,  while  fly- 
ing in  formation  in  an  A-17  Attack  aiiplane, 
Second  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Clancy,  Air  Reserve', 
who  was  accompanied  by  Private  Victor  L.  Jest 
as  pa.ssenger,  struck  a povrer  line  near  Wild, 
Calif.  , resulting  in  the  crash  of  the  plane 
and  the  death  of  both  men.  According  to  the 
telegraphic  report  on  the  accident  the  weather 
was  excellent  and  there  was  no  fail'ure  of  nBr- 
terial  cr  equipment. 

Lieut.  Clancy  -was  born  at  Oakland,  Calif.  , 
August  9,  1912.  After  graduating  from  Sequoia 
Union  High  School  at  Redwood  City,  Calif. , in 
1930,  and  from  Menlo  Jut-iicr  College,  Menlo  Park, 
Calif. , in  1932,  he  completed  two  years  of 


and  vra,s  assigned  „'bo  the  34th  Attack  Squadron, 
the  last  organization  with  which  he  served. 

oOo 

Engaged  in  a night  na-vigation  flight  from  | 
San  Antonio  to  Dallas,  Texas,  in  an  A-17  Attack 
j plane,  Und  Lieut.  Frank  K.  Thompson,  Air  Re- 
! se.rve,  nilot,  accompanied  by  Corporal  Walter 
‘ T.  Mathews.,  of  the  90th  Attack  Squadron,  crash- 
! ed  at  Grandview,  Texas,  at  6:15  p.-m.  ,-  January 
- 10,  1938.  At  this  writing  the  ca'use  of  the 
I accident  has  not  been  determined.  It  appears 
i-'that  no  attemot  was  mad.e  tc  use  the  parachute, 
j Lieut.  Thompson  was  born  at  Columbus.,  Ohio, 
i September  26,  1911.  Mter  graduating  from 
j the  Western  Reserve  Academy,  he  graduated  in 
j 1936  from -the  Ohio  State  University  V^ith  am 
degree.  Being  a member  of  the  EOTC.Unit 
I at  that  university,  he  was  commissioned  a 
i second  lieutenant  in  the  Field  Artillery  Re-’ 
i serve.  Following  his  appointment  as  a flying 
I cadet  in  the  Air  Corps  and  the  completion  of 
! one  year’s  flying  training  at  the  Air  Corps 
Trairdng  Center,  June  9,  1937,  where  he  speci- 
alized in  Attack  Aviation,  he  was  appointed 
a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve  (vacn-t- 
ing ■ hi g .Reserve  commission  in  tne  .Field  Artil- 
lery), was  rated  an  "Airplane  Pilot,"  and  was 
assigned  to  extended  active  duty  at  Barksdale 
Field,  Shreveport,  La. 


-14- 


Ccrporal  Mathews  was  born  at  Waverly,  Term.  , 
August  24,  1906.  Following  his  enlistment  in 
the  Ar'rny,  he  served  for  three  years  from -May, 
1925,  with  the  17th  Field  Artillery.  He  then 
-enlisted  for  the  Air  Corps  on  December  5,  1929, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  66th  Service  Squadron 
at  Nichols  Field,  P.I.  On  December  12,  1932, 
be  joined  the, 90th  Attack  Squadror  at  Fort 
Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  and  served  there- 
with -until  November  16,  1934,  when  he  joined 
(Continued  on  Page  15) . 
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fflDNTRACTS  JTOR  AIECRAFT  MGINES  AND  PASTS 

Announcement  was  made,  "onder  date  of 
January  4,  1938,  "by  the  Hon.  Louis  John- 
son, Assi^.tant  Secretary  of  War,  of  the 
approval  of  a contract  in  the  amount  of 
$318,531.67  let  to  the  United  Aircraft 
Corporation  (Pratt  and  Whitney  Division) , 
of  Hast  Hartford,  Conn. , covering  the 
urchase  of  spare  parts  for  315  Model 
-1830-13  engines.  These  spare  parts 
are  procured  for  the  engines  now  serving 
as  power  plants  In  P-261  airplanes. 

Approval  was  also  announced  of  a con- 
tract with  the  saroe  company-  for  the  pro- 
curement of  142  Model  R-1340-47  engines 
and  spare  parte  for  installation  in  BC-1 
airplanes  now  Being  constructed  under  a 
previous  contract  at  the  plant  of  the 
North  American  Aviation  Corporation, 
Inglewood,  Calif.  The  total  expenditure 
for  these  142  engines,  including  spare 
parts,  is  $866,800.59. 

— oOo— 

NATIONAL  GUARD  AVIATION 

In  his  annual  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1937,  the  Chief  of  the  National 
Guard  Bureau,  Major  General  Al'bert  H. 
Blanding,  states  as  follows  with  respect 
to  aviation  in  the  National  Guard; 

“During  the  fiscal  year  1937  our  air 
untts^flew  in  excess  of  40,000  hours. 

Air  missions  in  cooperation  with  other 
Branches  of  the  National  Guard  have  in- 
creased to  almost  double  of  that  of  the  • 
previous  year.  Training  of  nonpilot  ob- 
servers is  continuing  satisfactorily, and 
it  is  expected  that  each  unit  will  have 
attained  a mininrum  strength  of  eight  ob- 
servers by  the  end  of  the  present  calen- 
dar year.  In  a number  of  units,  however, 
our  pilot  strength  has  fallen  to  a num- 
ber^ below  that  which  is  considered  a 
minimum  maintenance  requirement.  Means 
of  pilot  procurement  are  being  studied 
in'  the  B'oreau,  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  assist  unit  commanders  in  at- 
tracting trained  pilots  to  their  squad- 
rons. 

“llie  National  Guard  Bureau  has  procur- 
ed by  agreement  with  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps  and  the  Commanding  General, 
General  Headquarters  Air  Force,'  the  use 
cf  aerial  gunnery  ranges  for  aerial  fir- 
ing, The  availability  of  these  ranges 
will  satisfy  a serious  deficiency  in 
this  training  in  the  National  Guard. 

“Our  accident  rate  of  the  fiscal  year 
1937  was  0,402  per  thousand  hours  of 
flying  compared  to  the  rate  of  0.874  per 
thousand  hours  for  1936.  This  reflects 
a commendable  in^rovement  in  the  tactical 
and  administrative  control  exercises  by 
•'ini  t commander  s . " 

Touching  on  the  subject  cf  equipment, 
tne  Chief  of  the  National  Guard  Bureau 
Btates; 

“The  contract  for  Douglas  observation 


airplanes  was  completed  April'  3,  1937. 

“Contracts  were  let  in  February,  1937, 
for  45  North  American  three-place  obser- 
vation airplanes.  The  delivery  of  these 
airplanes  is  scheduled  to  start. in  the 
spring  of  1938. 

“Appropriations  for  1938  air  corps 
equipment  will  enable  the  Bureau  to  con- 
tinue the  reequipment  of  the  air  units 
in  accordance  with  established  policy. 

“The’ procurement  of  necessary  airplane 
accessories  has  progressed  satisfacto- 
rily. 

«_-oOo— 

INSTRUMENT  FLYING  TRAINING  AT  SELFRIDGE 

Pilots  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group  at 
Selfrldge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens, ■ Mich. , are 
nov/  in  a position  to  practice  instriment 
(■blind)  flying  in  new  aircraft  especial- 
ly fitted  for  that  purpose.  Two  North 
American  BT-9B  aircraft,  couple tely 
fitted  with  artificial  horizons,  gyros- 
copic compasses  and  the  latest  radio 
aids,  were  recently  ferried  from  the 
factory  at  Santa  Monica,  Calif, , to 
Selfridge  Field  by  Major  Edwin^ J.  House, 
commanding  the  Group,  and  Major  Willis 
R.  Ta5rlor,  comi'nanding  the  27tli  Pursuit 
Squadron. 

The  slngle-Beater  fighters  with'v/hich 
the  Group  is  equipped  for  tactical  pur- 
poses are  unsuitable  for  training  “on 
instruments^  which  is  normally  conduct- 
ed by  placing  a light-proof  hood  over 
the  pilot's  cockpit, which  forces  the 
pilot  to  fly  solely  by  reading  instru- 
ments. In  the  rear  cockpit  another 
pilot 'sits  at  dual  controls  to  watch  for 
possible  darigerous  errors  and  keep  a 
weather  eye  peeled  for  other  airplanes 
practicing  in  the  vicinity, 

— oOo-— 

Early  Days  of  Aviation  . 

XUonf  inue  d'  f f dm~Fage^ 

ment,  following  which  he  was  assigned  to 
Mather  Field,  Calif. , for  duty.  . He  was 
retired  from  the  service  in  1923,  and 
later  affiliated  himself  with  the  T.W.A, 

Major  Smith  holds  the  Aero  Club  of 
America  Pilot  Brevet  No.  354,  which  was 
issued  to  him  November  17,  1915.  He 
also  holds  Department  of  Commerce  Pilot 
License  No.  573  with  Scheduled  Transport 
rating.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1937, 
his  total  logged  pilot  time  was  6,527 
hours  and  47  minutes. 

— .-oOo-— 

OBITUARIES  (Continued  from  Page  14)  . 

the  74th  Pursuit  Sguadron  at  Alhrook  Field, 
PananH,  Canal  Zone.  On  January  .8,  1937,  he 
rejoined  the  90th  Attack  Squadron,  with  sta- 
tion at  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

The-  Air  Corps  sends  its  deepest-  sjnnpathies 
to  the  bereaved  families  and  friends  of  these 
men  who  died  in  the  service. 
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Losses 

Master  Sergeant  William  H.  Folz, 

Mitchel  Field,  New  York,  died  in  the 
hospital  at  Fort  Jay,  New  York,  on 
December  3?,  1937. 

Techrical  Sergeant  Benjamin  F.  Runyan, 
March  Field,  Calif.,  died  at  the  Letter- 
nan  General  Hospital,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.,  on  January  7,  1938. 

Master  Sergeant  William  J.  Riley,  of 
March  Field,  Calif. , was  appointed  a 
V/arrant  Officer  in  the  U.S,  Array  on 
January  1,  1938.  He  was  assigned  to 
duty  at  March  Field. 

P r 0 mg  t i o n s 

'^o~  Mas  ter  SergeahF 

First  Sergeant  John  P.  Grinirae,  Barks- 
dale Field,  La. , effective  December  38, 
1937,  t®  fill  a vacancy  at  Mitchel  Field. 

Technical  Sergeant  William  F.  Faiertag, 
Barksdale  Field,  La.,  effective  January 
5,  1938,  to  fill  a vacancy  at  March 
Field. 

To  Techmlcal  Sergeant 

Staff  Sergeant  Joseph  H.  Pust,  Fort 
Leavenwcrth,  Kansas,  effective  January  5, 
193S,  t©  fill  a vacancy  at  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

Staff  Sergeant  Shockley  D.  Mullinix, 
Barksdale  Field,  La. , effective  January 
11,  1938,  to  fill  a vacancy  at  March 
Field,  Calif. 

The  following -named  Staff  Sergeants, 
who  recently  qualified  in  examinations 
for  the  Weather  Service,  were  appointed 
Technical  Sergeants,  Air  Corps  X Weather 
Service)  on  December  39,  1937; 

William  F.  Bernheisel,  Patterson 
Field,  Ohio. 

Scon  B.  Burke,  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, 
Maryland. 

J.lrrry  J.  Cuskey,  Middletown  Air  Depot, 
Pennsylvania. 

Myron  E.  Howe,  Patterson  Field,  Ohio, 

Martin  Sebode,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

AVIATION  ACTIVITIES  IN  ALABAMA 

The  WPA  has  released  a new  project  for 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , which  will  cover 
the  installation  of  sewer  lines  along- 
side the  two  new  paved  runways,  now  un- 
der construction.  The  project  is  for 
$33,360.,  with  WPA  furnishing  $31,360  and 
Maxwell  Field,  $18,000. 


The  base  is  now  being  laid  for  the  new 
3600-ft.  asphaltic  runway,  running  north- 
east-southwest, at  the  Birmingham  Munici- 
pal Airport.  Two  requisitions  have  been 
released  for  asphaltic  concrete. 

The  106th  Observation  Squadron, Alabama 
National  Gunrd,  has  moved  from  Roberts 


Field  to  its  new  home  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Birmingham  Municipal  Airport.  Th.A 
new  home  was  dedicated  as  the  Sumpter 
Smith  Hangars,  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Sumpter  Smith,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Squadron,  a former  commanding  offi- 
cer and  now  Air  Officer  for  the  31st  Divi-; 
Sion  and  Principal  Aeronautical  Engineer 
of  the  Works  Progress  Administration  in 
Washington. 

With  the  removal  of  the  106 th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  Roberts  Field  will  be 
maintained  as  an  emergency  field.  One 
section  of  the  hangar  will  also  be  left 
for  emergency  use. 


The  City  Engineering  Department  has 
completed  all  necessary  engineering  de- 
tails for  the  preparation  of  plans  for 
paved  runways  on  .the  Montgomery  Munici- 
pal Field. 


The  Alabama  Aviation  Commission  is 
making  arrangements  for  a Southeastern 
Aviation  Planning  Conference.  The  con- 
ference will  probably  be  held  in  Mont- 
gomery during  the  week  of  April  11th. 

Nine  States  will  be  invited  to  partici- 
ate,  these  being  Alabama,  Floridaj 
eorgia,  Kentuc^,  Louisiana,  Mississip- 
pi, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee.  Letters  announcing  the  con- 
ference have  been  sent  to  leading  avia- 
tion officials  throughout  the  country,  ai 


All  of  the  Alabama  air  field  work  is 
being  done  by  the  Alabama  Works  Progress 
Administration. 

oOo- — 

PROMOTION  IN  ENLISTED  RAl^fKS  ON  INCREASE 

The  promotion  situation  in  the  enlist- 
ed ranks  of  the  Air  Corps  during  the 
past  year  took  a gratifying  upward 
trend.  Ten  Master  Sergeants  of  the  Air 
Corps  were  appointed  Warrant  Officers 
in  the  U.S.  Arn]y,  all  of  whom  were  as- 
signed to  the  Air  Corps.  These  appoint- 
ments made  it  possible  to  advance  to 
the  grade  c-f  Master  Sergeant  a similar 
number  of  qualified  noncommissioned  of- 
ficers of  the  second  grade. 

In  all  a total  of  33  Technical  Ser- 
geants and  First  Sergeants  of  the  Air 
Corps  were  appointed  Master  Sergeants 
in  the  Air  Corps  during  the  calendar 
year  1937,  and  sixty-five  Staff  Ser- 
geants were  advanced  to  the  grade  of  j 
Technical  Sergeant. 

oOo 

A night  photograph  of  the  Capitol  in  Wash- 
ington, "by  UndenwDod  & Wunderwood,  has  "been  con- 
verted into  an  attractive  cover  for  the  News 
Letter  by  onr  friend,  Bob  Fitzgerald,  of  the  g 
Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field.  Bob  has  prdv^ 
so  adept  with  the  pen  that  he  was  "fired"  from 
the  Statistical  Unit  in  the  Aeronautical  Museum 
and  shifted  to  the  Movie  Laboratory  to  do  anima- 
tion work.  Our  thanks  go  to  him  and  to  Under- 
wood & Underwood,  who  kindly  accorded  us  permis- 
sion to'  use  their  photograph. 
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MATERIEL  DIVISION  ACTIVITIES  EOR  THE  YEAR  1937 
By  Brigadier  General  A.W.  Robins, 

Chief  of  the  Materiel  I3ivision 


• ^ The  calendar  year  1937  was  marked  by 
important  engineering  advances  in  all 
aeronautical  fields  of  technical  endeav- 
or. _ New  airplanes,  both  commercial  and 
military,  average  twice  the  si2e  of  theii 
immediate  predecessors  in  terms  of  gross 
weight,  feature  improved  performance .and 
are ^ technically  more  sound,  safe,  and  ef- 
ficient, Due  to  continued  close  coopera- 
tion and  mtual  understanding  between 
the  Materiel  Division  and  the  GHQ,  Air 
Eorce,  airplanes  under  current  procore- 
ment  are  better  tools  for  the  tactical 
groups  to  work  with,  perform, more  ably 
their  prescribed  tactical  missions,  and 
are  more  formidable  military  weapons. 
Airplanes  delivered  during  the  year  num- 
bered 410.  Tney  incorporated  the  most 
modern  practical  improvements  in  the 
fields  of  aerodynamics,  structures, 
metallurgy,  power  plants,  propellers, 
radio,  armament,  equipment  and  related 
accessories. 

Only  the  outstanding  developments  are 
briefly  described  in  the  following  para- 
graphs. 

XC-35  Spper charged  Cabin  Airplane. - • 
Gommerciai_  and  militar3N~^iaGioh  wef'e 
intensely  interested  in  the  construction 
and  testing  of  the  first  successful  pres- 
sure cabin  airplaue  in  the  Vvorld,  built 
by  Lockheed.  This  airtight,  sealed,  and 
supercharged  cabin  has  operated  at  alti- 
tudes in  excess  of  30,000  feet  with  an 
internal  cabin  pressure  equivalent  to 
10,000  feet.  _ Oxygen  tubes  and  heav;’ 
.winter  clothing  are  no  longer  essential 
to  high  altitude  flight. 

XEM  Multi-Place  Fighter,-  The  Bell 
Air cr at t Company ~~de ii ve'r e d in  September 
a _ twin-engined  high  performance  Rur-suit 
fighter.  Equipped  \7ith  pusnor  propel- 
lers and  gunners*  stations  forward" in 
the  two  outboard  nacelles,  the  airplane 
seems  to  have  tremendous  fire .power  fore 
and^aft,  and  may  open  up  new  fields  in 
tactical  defensive  employment. 

XB-15  Airplane. - An  surplane  believed 
to  be  the  large sf  and  most  formidable 
bomber  in  the  world  was  delivered  by  the 
Boeing  Aircraft  Company  in  December. 

Many  of  its  design  features  and  struct- 
^al  details  are  being  used  in  Boeing 
4-engined  commercial  seaplanes  and  land- 
planes  now  on  order  by  Pan  American  and 


jT.W.A. 

I Aircraf t _ Deve lopment  s 

Hose-'WheeT~Landing  Gear.  Continued 
t e s 0 3.ng ^bT~We~rio se  whe el  and  tricycle 
’ landing  gear  installed  on  the  Douglas 
j Amphibian  0A~4A  by.  pilots  at  N.A.C.A. , 
i Langley  Eield,  Bolling  Eield,  and 
-I  Nright  Eield  has  produced  most  favorable 
-i  comment. 

i Control  Tab  Investigation.-  Qualitative 
I investigation  iias  been  undertaken  of  con- 
: trol  tabs  for  rudders,  elevators,  and 
I ailerons,  giving  information  on  sizes, 
chords,  spans,  and  angles  of  tabs,  with 
■respect  to  the  forces  and  moments  obtain- 
i ed.  This  information  is  useful  to  the 
I designer  for  determining  the  correct 
j area  and  shape  of  tabs  in  order  not  'to 
I exceed  certaf.n  stick  forces  for  high 
I performiance  a.irplanes. 

i Pitot-Static  Heads. - Extensive  investi- 
j gaTibh  was “conducted  on  air-speed  pitot- 
I static  heads.  It  is  required"  that  these 
I heads  not  only  give  correct  indication 
I of  airplane  speeds,  but  that  the  static 
!press''are  obtained  is  within  the  very 
I narrow  tolerance  necessary  for  use  in 
I blind  landings. 

I Stabilit.y  Studies.  -'  A correlation  of 
.|  staL'ilityderivaNions  for  pitching,  yaw- 
I ing,  and  rolling  moments  was  determined 
i on  a tail]. ess  airplane  model  which  dis- 
j played  very  good  "stability  characterist- 
, ics  in  free  gliders  when  tested  as  a 
j model  glider.  It  is  planned  to  compare 
j these  sta,bility  characteristics  with 
those  of  modern  airplanes. 

Take^-Off  and  IiandJ  ng  Tests.-  Approxi- 
mateXy ''HTty~Tarce-of'f  and  Tan  ding  tests 
Were  conducted  and  analyzed.  The  tests 
'were  made,  both  for  determining  whether 
j the,  contract  airplanes  met  the  guaranteed 
i performance  and  as  a study  to  improve 
jm.ethodc  for  take-off  and  landing  calcu- 
1 lations. 

Nnng  Radiator  Study.-  Tests  and  pro- 
grems  for  tes'fihg  "V/ere  sponsored  for  in- 
vestigation of  liquid  engine  cooling  by 
radiators  placed  within  the  wings. 

Ring  Engine  Stnclv,-  Tests  and  programs 
were  originated  for "investigating  the 
efficiency  of  tractor  and  pusher  air- 
planes with  engines  within"  the  v/ings. 

Wind  Tunnel  Models.-  Positive  tests  on 
niimerous  wind  tunnel  models  were  conduct- 
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ed  in  order  to  establish  0;pecif ication 
reauireinente  for  various  new  types  of 
militarj'-  aircraft;  also  to  deterrAine  per- 
formanco  characteristics  of  airplanes 
submitted  to  the  jjivision  in  competitions 
or  on  contracts. 

Propellers. - The  Division  has  taken  the 
ini  tf^i-ve  as  sponsor  in  the  development 
of  counter-rotating  propellers  (two  pro- 
pellers close  together,  rotating  in  oppo- 
site directions  on  concentric  shah  cs) . 

One  ins  be.lla.ticn  using  non-controllcable 
counter-rotating  propellers  is  noy/.imder- 
goin^j  tests  and  two  types  of  controllable 
propellers  for  such  applicahicn  are  in 
course  of  design  and  construction.  In  a 
similar  manner  the  Division  has  develop- 
ed a thrust  meter  to  be  built  into  en- 
gines. copper -brazed  hollov/  steel  propel- 
ler blades,  hollow  steel  blades  v/itii  sup- 
porting internal  ribs,  and  pla.stic- 
impregnated  wood  blades  for  large  diame- 
ter controllable  propellers.  The  engine- 
prcpeller  thrust  meter  will  permit  the 
determination  of  variation  in  propeller 
efficiency  as  affected  by  tip  speeds  and 
V£.riations  in  propeller  designs*  In  ad- 
dition, the  full-scale  drag  coefficients 
of  airplanes  may  be  accurately  determ.in- 
ed  from  gliding  tests  at  zero  pro;peiler 
thrust.  Extensive  flight  tests  with 
full  feathering  propellers  on  bi-mo tored 
airplanes  have  proved  the  worth  of  this 
type  of  propeller  in  permitting  the  pos- 
itive stoppage  of  the  engine  and  propel- 
ler in  case  of  an  emergency.  In  addi- 
tion, the  full  feathering  propeller  per- 
mits an  increase  in  all  phases  of  air- 
plane performance,  stability,  and  ease 
in  handling  over  the  wind  milling  or 
braked  condition. 

Wings. - A single  shear  web,  stainless 
Bte"ei7  "outer  wing  panel  in  conjunction 
with  the  Eleetwings,  Incorpora-ted,  cf 
Bristol,  Penna. , has  been  developed,  A 
number  of  stainless  steel  epot-welded 
wings  of  the  two-shear  web  type  for  the 
0A-4A  airplane  are  under  construction. 

To  date  two  of  these  wings  have  been  de- 
livered and  are  now  undergoing  service 
tests  at  Langlej*’  Eield,  Two  wing  panels 
built  of  aluminum  alloy  with  spot-welded 
intermediate  stringers  for  the  IJorthrop 
A-17  airplane  will  be  flight  tested  to* 
determine  the  value  of  spot  welding  when 
subjected  to  vibration. 

Power  Plant s 

The  tremendous  expansion  of  aircraft 
engine  power  which  has  occurred  during 
the  past  decade  could  not  possibly  have 
been  foreseen,  \7hen  the  dynam.ometsrs 
were  originally  designed,  a 500  hp.  en- 
gine was  the  aim.  of  engine  es^erts.  Tlie 
dj’namometer  laboratory  was  designed  for 
double  that  capacity  as  a leeway  for  ex- 
pansion. During  1937,  however,  the 
"himnp’'  of  the  lOOC-hp.  engine  wa.s  passed. 
This^  fact  necessitated  new  construction 
in  the  power  plant  laboratory  to  provide 
facilities  for  testing  the  higher  power- 
ed eigines  already  making  their  appear- 
ance . 


Current  engines  are  of  the  1000- 
type.  Instead  of  doubling  this 
amount  for  further  expansion,  it  has 
been  tripled,  lew  dynamometers  are  ca- 


■oaole of  absorbing  approximately  3,000 

This  has  been  made  possible  by  theu 


H.p. 


in'staUhtion  of  new  water  brakes. 

Increase  of  capacity  for  pov;er  absorp- 
tion, xiowever,  is  but  part  of  the  story. 
Related  accessories  likewise  were  affect- 
ed. lecessity  for  soundproofing  was 
vital,  as  the  noise  produced  by  a 1,000-  ■ 
lip.  engine  undergoing  test  on  a block  is 
nerve-shattering  to  those  working  within 
close  range. 

With  increase  of  power  comes  increase 
of  speed  and,  in  order  to  simulate  air 
flow"  over  cylinders  of  air  cooled  en- 
gines, capacity  and  efficiency  of  blower  ■ 
fans  had  to  be  more  then  doubled,  loces-  ■ 
sary  construction  relative  to  these 
chaiiges  is  fast  nearing  con^letion. 

Liouid-cooled  engine  development  has 
culminated  in  the  Allison  ?-17l0  passing 
the  tjrpe  test  at  1,000  h.p.  This  ei-^gine  i 
has  bean  installed  in  the  P-37  and  the 
XEM-i  .airplanes  and  indicates  definite 
promisa  of  success.  The  Wright  R-2600 
air-cooled  engine  has  recently  passed  a I 
creditable  t:;/'pe  test  at  1500  take-off  i 
horsepov/er,  and  the  Pratt  & Vftiitney 
1630  end  2180  series  have  also  been  pro-- 
gressing  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

In  line  W'i'bh  the  trend  toward  simplifi- 
cation of  controls,  supercharger  regula- 
tors suid  automatic  mixture  controls  have  ■ 
been  under  development.  An  automatic  I 
te/nlc  selector  is  the  most  recent  object  ' 
for  study  under  this  category. 

Materials 

Transparent  Ma-beiuiaTsT  The  use  of 
canop  1 9 &“"lias""*E t'lmuIaFe d a search  for  ma-  i 
terial  with  the  transparency  of  glass,  I 
but  with  less  fragility  and  weight.  The  ^ 
celluloid  windows  in  the  cargo  airplanes ' 
soon  became  opaque.  'Eie  cellulose  ace-  t 
tate  turrets  on  the  bombers  were  an  im-  ' 
provement  bu't  far  from  satisfactory.  A ; 
new  resinoid,  m.ethyl  methacrylate,  is  ■ 
definitely  superior  and  will  be  standard 
equipment  on  many  of  the  new  types. 

Testing  Machine.-  Indicative  of  the 
treno.  jni  design,  a 600,000-pound  testing:! 
machine  has  been  installed  in  the  Mater- •[ 
ial  Branch  laboratory. 

ew_  Chrome~IJickel--MoIybdenum  Alloy.  - 
Vifitli  increase  in  power,  engines  operate 
at  higher  temperskures  and  there  is  an 
insistent  demand  for  rne.terials  v/hich  will 
meet  these  conditions  successfully.  The 
silchrome  valve  steel  used  a few  years 
ago  had  a tensile  strength  of  12,000 
p.s.i.  at  1600'^  E.  The  present  valve 
steel  is  good  for  32,000  p.s.i,,  and  in 
the  pact  year  a chrome-nickel-mo lybdenim 
alloy  has  been  developed  which  has  a 
strength  75  percent  greater. 

Self-Sealing  Tabes, - Tires  and  tubes 
whTch  vTiTi  seaT"tnems elves  after  being 
l^u-ict-'ored  by  bullets  are  under  develop- 
ment. 
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Armament 

Bomb  Racks , - Experimental  development 
and  tests  were  completed  on  an  improved 
type  bomb  rack  assemb3yo  This  rack  de- 
sign provides  for  a vdder  selectivity  in 
tne  relee.se  of  bombs  than  the  stancard 
equipment,  aud  includes  an  illuminated 
control  panel  on  which  is  illustrated, 
by  a series  of  electric  lights,  the  size 
and  location  of  bombs  with  which  the 
rack  is  loaded  for  automatically  spacing 
the  location  of  impact  when  bombs  are 
released  in  train.  Two  of  these  lack 
assemblies,  which  are  suitable  for  in- 
stallation in  E-18  type  airplanes,  are 
being  procured  for  service  test. 

Xa^y^rval  Control.  - For  the  purpose  of 
aut 0 jia’t 'I caHy ' controlling  the  time  ele- 
ment betw/een  successive  bombs  released 
in  traiiij,  thereby  producing  the  desired 
spacing  of  bombs  on  the  ground,  a mechan- 
ism has  been  successfully  developed  that 
can  be  installed  within  the  electrica,! 
control  circuit  of  existing  attack  and 
Dombai’dment  tjpe  airplanes.  Sufficient 
quantities  of  this  tuiit  to  equip  all  ex- 
isting attack  and  bombardment  airplanes 
are  new  under  procurement. 

exible  Gun  In s tallations . - The  de - 
veTopment  of  turf^s  in  wn:,ca  the  gun 
and  gunner  are  enclosed  and  which  are 
arranged  to  produce  the  greatest  possible 
field  of  fire  have  greatly  improved  op- 
era.tion  conditions  of  flexibly  mounted 
guns.  This  t^pe  of  mounting  is  now  re- 
quired in  the  design  of  all  bombardment 
airp].anes  where  the  efficiency  of  the 
gunner  for  defense  purposes  is  of  prime 
importance. 

. Automatic  &un  Charging  Mechanism ^- 
Wi^  a view  to  obtaining  tlie  maximum 
pqwer  of  gun  fire,  especially  in  attack 
airplanes,  which  are  normally  equipped 
with  four  free  firing  small  caliber  ma- 
chine guns,  there  has  been  successfully 
developed  a device  which  automatically 
recharges^ the  gun  in  case  of  malfunction, 
bringing  it  back  into  full  opera oion 
without  attention  from  the  pilot.  Quanti- 
ties of  this  device  have  been  procured 
for  service  test  in  attack  airplanes  and 
further  development  work  is  in  progress 
with  a view  to  simplifying  installation 
requirements. 

i^lexible  Gun  Mounts . - Adapters  equip- 
ped  with_ recoil  compensating  devices  for 
application  to  .30  and  .50  flexibly 
mounted  guns  have  been  developed  which 
substantially  reduce  forces  transm.it ted 
to  adjacent  airplane  structures  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  gunner  with 
reference  to  field  of  fire. 

Navigation  Eouinment  and  Instruments 

Automatic  ly.ding  System,  - Because  of 
the  variety  qi  items  involved,  equipment 
development  is  alv;ays  of  especial  inter- 
est. This  year  the  accomplishment  of 
tne  first  fully  automatic  airplane  land- 
ing in  history  was  an  outstanding  achie've- 
nient.  equipment  responsible  for  this 

accomplishment  allows  the  pilot  to  fly 
the  airplane  by  use  of  the  radio  beacon,  j 


or  other  navigational  methods,  to  a 
point  within  twenty  miles  of  the  air- 
drome at  any  normal  cross  country  alti- 
tude. If  when  within  this  range  the 
pilot  closes  the  master  automatic  land- 
ing switch,  the  airplane  will  be  turned 
automatically  and  flown  to  a point  in 
line  with  the  runway;  automatically  it 
will  lose  altitude  and  from  that  point 
I will  be  flown  to  the  airdrome,  a landing 
i accomplished.;  and  the  airplane  control- 
j led  to  the  end  of  the  roll  entirely  by 
I automatic  means. 

i The  achievement  of  automatic  landing 
I ha,s  been  a more  or  less  gradual  develop- 
j ment.  For  the  past  two  years  airplanes 
I have  been  flown  automatically  from  point 
I to  point  by  means  of  the  automatic  gyro 
'pilot  and  automatic  accessory  control 
[devices.  The  first  automatic  instrument 
I landing,  made  in  .August,  1937,  culminat- 
! ed  in  a series  of  fully  automatic  land- 
i ings.  As  a safety  factor  in  bad  weather 
I flying,  it  is  anticipated  that  this  sys- 
j tern  will  prove  of  ■'ontold  value.  The  de- 
j velopment  of  such  a system  was  in  line 
I with  the  policy  of  obtaining,  as  far  as 
possible,  automatic  control  of  all  air- 
plane operations. 

Sensitive  Altimeter. - Emphasis  on  nav- 
! ige/Gion  equipment'  resulted  in  1937  in 
I the  development  of  several  other  import- 
ant items  of  equipment.  A sensitive  al- 
timeter known  as  the  Tj^e  C-8  is  one  of 
these.  This  new  altimeter  is  identical 
with  the  Type  C-7  now  in  use  except  for 
I a zero-setting  scale  graduated  in  inches 
i of  mercuty  pressure  in  addition  to  the 
zero-setting  scale  graduated  in  feet  of 
I altitude.  The  mercury  pressure  change 
was  added  to  permit  convenient  reference 
by  the  pilot  in  both  systems. 

G-yro  Magnetic  Compass.  - Experimental 
test's  of  XHe  gyro  magneTic  compass  re- 
sulted in  a service  test  order  of  10  of 
these  instruments  being  placed.  This 
i compass  is  in  effect  a m.agnetic  north- 
I seeking  directional  gyro.  This  objec- 
j tive  is  obtained  by  mounting  a small 
magnet  on  the  gyro  rotor  housing  in  such 
a manner  that  two  small  air  jets  main- 
tain the  gyro  card  in  alignment  with  the 
ma.gnetic  meridian.  Since  the  magnet  is 
maintained  in  substantially  a horizontal 
1 plane  "oj  the  gyro  even  during  turns,  the 
I turning  errors  usually  found  in  matgnetic 
1 comp'asses  are  eliminated.  The  tendency 
j toward  oscillation  is  also  eliminated  by 
j the  dead  beat  gyro.  Tliis  compass,  in 
j order  to  eliminate  errors  due  to  magnetic 
material,  incorporates  air  bearings  in- 
stead^ of  the  usual  hardened  steel  type. 
This  instrument  promises  to  prove  an  im- 
portant development  in  the  near  future. 

navigator’s  Brnft  Meter. - The  Type  B-3 
navigator"^  s drift~metef  is,  it  is  believ- 
ed, rhe  most  remarkable  ever  furnished 
the  service.  This  type  of  drift  meter 
has  resulted  from  the  application  of  a 
self-erecting  g3?-roscope  upon  Y/hich  the 
reticle  is  carried  to  the  optical  system, 
i Stabilization  of  the  reticle  eliminates 
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the  wanderii^  of  a ground  object  down 
the  reticle  lines  and  enables  drift  to 
be  measured  with  uncanny  accuracy  and 
rapidity  even  at  extreme  altitudes.  The 
Type  S-3  instrument  opens  up  a hereto- 
fore unexplored  field  in  dead  reckoning 
navigation. 

Line  of  Position  Goroputer.-  With  the 
B-3  drift  meter,  a line  of  position  com- 
puter, Type  A-4,  takes  its  pla.ce  as  a_ 
unique  and  remarkable  conception.  _This 
instrument  solves  the  usual  celestial 
navigation  problem  without  the  use  of 
almanac,  tables,  or  graphical  devices. 

It  is  not  only  unique  in  that  the  alman- 
ac data  are  incorporated,  but  it  is  the 
first  celestial  triangle  computer  in 
which  positively  gee,red  rotarj^  motion 
entirely  replaces  semi  or  full  circular 
arcs  normally  representing  the  celestial 
and  terrestrial  circles  involved.  A 
radical  mechanical  departure  makes  pos- 
sible the  above  substitution.  The  in- 
corporation of  differential  counter  type 
synchronizers  greatly  reduces  the  operat 
ing  torque.  Thus  both  ease  and  rapidity 
of  operation  are  accomplished.  With  this 
computer  the  customary  sun-star  problem 
can" be  solved  with  an  accuracy  of  two 
minutes  of  arc  in  t'wo  minutes  of  time, 
without  the  use  of  almanac,  tables,  or 
graphical  devices. 

Electrical  Equipment 

Alternating  Curr’e n t S.ystem.E  p r i n c i p a 1 
among  the'  ae^i^opmehts  in  t je  electrical 
field,  during  19d7  is  an  alternating  cur- 
rent system,  whose  power  is  deri^-ed  from 
separate  gasoline  engines  installed  in 
the  fuselage.  This  system  permits  the 
removal  of  all  accessories  from  the  main 
engines,  giving  them  more  dependabil.ity 
and  ease  of  maintenance.  As  a result  of 
the  experience  gained,  in  this  installa- 
tion, the  Air  Corps  has  adopted  an  alter- 
nating current  source  of  13.0  volts,  400 
cycles,  and  2 phase  as  a standard  for 
future  similar  installations  in  airplanes 
over  25,000  pounds  gross  weight.  Tliis 
system  was  installed  in  the  Boeing  B-15 
and  Bell  XEM-1  airplanes. 

Lighting  Systems.-  A portable  flood 
lighTlias  been'“standa.rdized.  The  light 
is  supported  by  a collapsible  tripod  and 
when  packed  in  its  carrying  case  'for  air 
■ transportation  weighs  only  130  pounds. 
This  unit  has  proved  quite  efficient  for 
lightii-^g  auxiliary  fields  during  maneuv- 
ers. 

An  oscillating  beacon  has  also  been  de- 
veloped which  has  a spread  of  360"^  axid 
oscillates  its  beam  vertically  40  times 
per  minute,  from  the  horizontal  to  8"^ 
above  the  horizontal.  This  type  of 
beacon  is  especially  valuable  under 
thick  weather  conditions.  An  automafoic 
lamp  changer  and  a better  lens  for  great 
er  light  efficiency  throughout  the  ver- 
tical sweep  of  the  bea,m  are  recent  im- 
provements. 

A change  in  instrument  board  illumina- 
tion which  gives  each  individual  insi^ru- 
ment  its  own  light  instead  of  indirect 


I lighting  of  all  instruments  has  been  i 

adopted.  IndJ-vidual  lighting  was  found  | 
I to  be  the  best  solution  to  the  problem 
' of  illuminating  desired  instruments  with-, 
out  incurring  glare  and  reflections  in.  ( 
the  cockpit.  ; 

Pho tography . - Work  is  progressing  in 
aerj.'aT'phctography  on  the  speeding  up  of  ' 
field  methods  of  development,  processing, 
and  drying  photo  prints.  Leading  color 
photographic  processes  are  being  investi- 
gated both  for  making  transparencies  and 
color  paper  prints.  An  interesting  color 
camera  has  been  constructed.  Work  is 
favorably  progressing  on  a wide-angle 
lens  for  topographic  mapping,  which  when  j 
perfected  and  installed  in  a camera,  may  i 
replace  the  multi-lens  type  of  camera.  | 

Miscellaneous  Equipment.-  Other  miscel-  ! 
laneous  items  of  equipment  which  ha,ve  ' 

received  special  attention  during  the  | 

past  year  may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 

A 7,000-foot  cable  tow  target  windlass 
which  permits  the  towing  of  aerial  tar-  : 
gets  at  a sufficient  distance  to  the 
rear  of  the  towing  airplane  to  eliminate 
the  need  for  leading  the  airpia.ne  during 
anti-aircraft  gunnery  fire  at  liLgh  tow- 
ing speeds;  a pneumatic  life  raft  con- 
tainer which  provides  for  automatic  re- 
lease and  inflation  of  the  raft  in  aii 
emergency  water  landing  from  land  air- 
planes; a quick  attachable  parachute 
harness  which  obviates  the  heed  of  re- 
m.oving  stitch.ing  for  different  size  ad- 
justments and  permits  adjustment  to  be  > 
easily  a-ccoraplished  by  the  v/earer;  a * 
light-weight  portable  wing  jack  for  use 
With  large  airp].anes  which  may  be  folded 
and , transported  by  air;  a portable  hy- 
draulic Y/ork  stand  for  hangar  use  v/hich 
has  a height  of  14  feet  and  raa^'-  be  rais- 
ed either  by  power  or  by  hand;  a mainten- 
ance shelter  consisting  of  a.  demountable 
tubular  fram,e  covered  with  water-proof 
canvas,  v/hich  completely  covers  the  en- 
gine and  landing  gear. 

c^l  Research.-  In  the  physi- 
ological research  laboratory,  extremely 
interes  ting  studies  have,  been  completed. 
These  deal  with  the  influence  of  flight 
in  various  pha.ses  on  personnel,  including 
the  effect  of  high  positive,  negative, 
and  linear  acceleration  during  acrobatics; 
the  effect  of  repeated  exposux-es  to  oxy- 
gen  want;  and  proof  that  flight  at  high 
altitude  maj*-  produce  the  "Bends”  similar 
to  that  found  in  deep  sea  diving. 

Radio 

Among  communication  projects  assigned 
to  the  Aircraft  Radio  Ijaboratory  for  de- 
velopment  during  the  past,  year  were  an 
improved  commend  set  involving  novel  ' 

features,  a new  hea^dset  for  cabin  air- 
planes, an  improved  throat  microphone, 
two  new  interphone  system;'.,  improvements 
in  instrument  landing  systems. 

Probably  the  luost  interesting  equip- 
ment developed  as  a result  of  this  pro-  ‘ 
gram  is  the  new  command  set,  which  con- 
! sists  of  four  main  units;  a control  box 
for  the  pilot’s  compartment,  a transmit- 
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ter,  a receiver,  and  a trtinsrnitter  dyna- 
mo tor,  all  of  wiiica  may  “be  installed  in 
a convenient  location  in  the  airplane 
and  operated  by  reiflote  control  from  the 
pilot's  compartment.  The  transmitter  op- 
erates on  any  one  of  four  crystal-con- 
trolled frequencies  placed  anyvthere  in 
the  band  betv/een  2500  and  3000  kilo- 
cycles, and  chajige  from  one  frequency  to 
another  can  he  made  in  a fe',7  seconds. 
Either  CW  or  voice  transmission  is  a.vail- 
able.  Tlie  receiver  has  connlete  tuning 
coverage  over  the  three  channels.;  200- 
400  kc,  550-1500  kc,  and  2500-8000  kc,as 
v/ell  as  three  cryst;al-controlled  frequen- 
cies in  the  last  cliannel.  Provision  is 
also  made  for  rec(»ption  on  either  of  two 
shielded  loops,  one  parallel  to  and  one 
transverse  to  the  front-rear  center  line 
of  the  airplane  for  the  elimination  of 
rain  and  snow  static. 

In  the  field  of  a,ir  navigation,  175  of 
the  latest  tjrpa  radio  compasses  have 
been  procured  and  delivered  to  using  or- 
ganizations, An  order  has  recently  heen 
placed  for  300  additional  compasses  of 
the  same  general  type,  but  with  son?.e  me- 
chanical and  electrical  improvements. 

Several  minor  improvements  in  the  equip- 
ment used  for  instrument  landing  ha.ve  ' 
been_made,  and  study  of  various  t;)q)83  of 
landing  beams  is  in  progress,  the  ulti- 
mate objective  beir^g  the  inclusion  of  one 
of  them  in  the  present  landing  system, 

Pie id  Service. 

On  June  15,  T9F77^he  llq.  ^ Hq.  Sq.  , 

1st  Transport  Group,  A.C.,  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  Hq.  & Hq.  £q, , 10th  Obser- 
vation Group,  A. C, , and  redesignated  Hq. 
&,Hq.  Sq.  I loth  Transport  Group,  A.C., 
with  station  at  Patterson  Field,  Ohio, 
hut  to  f-’anction  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio, 
with  th9_^  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Transport  Squadrons  and  the 
First  Service  Squo.dron  assigned  thereto 
without  change  o"'f  status  or  station.  The 
Fir st _ Transport  Squadron  is  stationed  at 
Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Ohio;  the  Second 
Transport  Squadron  at  Middletown  Air 
Depot,  Pa. ; the  Third  Transport  Squadron 
at  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Texas; 

Fourth  Transport  Squadron  at  Rockv/ell 
Air  Depot,  California,  The  Fifth  Trans- 
port Squadron  and  the  First  Service  Squad- 
ron are  inactive.  Strength  of  Group  on 
June  15,  1937;  24  officers  a,nd  239  en- 
listed men. 

The  Materiel  Division  has  heen  issuing 
instructions  for  the  operation  of  trans- 
ports between  Depots  since  Fovember  15, 
1936.  During  this  time  133  round  trips 
Were  made  between  the  various  Depots, 
travelixig  a distance  of  413,090  miles 
and_ carrj^ing  558,773  ton  miles  of 
freight,  Tdiich  is  equivalent  to  carrying 
558,773  tons  a distance  of  one  mile. 

During  the  course  of  one  year  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  at  least  1,600 
tons  of  freight  are  moved  between  Depots 
and  between  Depots  and  Stations  at  a sav- 
ing of  approximately  30  per  cent  in  pack- 
ing, labor,  and  shipping  costs. 


Photographic  personnel  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center  are  uivdertaking  a 
good-sized  mosaic  mapping  pro ject  of _ the 
' area  aroun.d  Fort  Clark.  The  mosaic  is 
desired  hy  Headquarters,  1st  Brigade,  at 
Fort  Clark,  for 'the  piirposa  of  bringing 
their  maneuver  maxo  up  to  date.  The  pro- 
ject \7as  first  submitted  through  8th 
Corps  Area  Headquarters  to  Brooks  Field, 
hut  due  to  a crowded  schedule  Brooks 
Field  could  not  perform-  the  mission  be- 
fore the  first  of  July.  Since  the  maps 
are  needed  for  tactical  inspection  arounc, 
the  mid.dle  of  April,  special  efforts  are 
being  made  to  get  the  job  done  by  ano- 
ther CT-ganization. 

Althoi^h.  the  Photo^praphic  Detachment  at 
Kelly  Field  is  organized  for  the  service 
of  the  School,  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Colonel  Arnold  E.  Krogstad,  wishing  to 
ascertain  what  could  he  done  in  the  way 
of  a l£U-ge  scale  project  with  the  limit- 
ed equipment  on  hand,  decided,  to  under- 
take the  mission.  Details  a,nd  arrange- 
ments were  left  to  the  Photcgra,phic  Offi- 
cer, Lieut.  Charles  F,  Densford. 

The  erea  to  be  covered  is  approcimately 
950  square  miles,  divided  into  five  sec- 
tors of  approximately  200  square  miles 
each.  Flight  naps  were  prepared  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Photbgraxohic*' Department  of 
Headquarters  Squadron.  It  is  calculated 
that  twelve  roXls  of  film  will  be  needad. 
Exa,ct]y  this  amount  of  film  was  found  to 
be  on  hand  in  the  Photographic  Laboratory 
and  Air  Corps  Supply.  Emergency  req^uisi- 
tion  was  submitted,  for  12  rolls  of  film 
and  the  necessary  paper  and  chemicals  to 
complete  the  project.  Ma^terials  request- 
ed on  emergency  requisition  were  then  to 
be  used  to  replace  the  materials  taken 
from  stock.  Tlie  mission  was  assigned  on 
Jaaiuary  6th,  and  xolans  were  completed 
and  the  flight  ready  to  go  on  January 
8th.  They  planned  to  use  five  0-25  air- 
planes, flown  by  two  Observation  instruc- 
tors, Lieuta.  E.R.  Todd  and  A.R.  Walker, 
and  three  oificers  from  "hack  of  the 
line,"  Captain  R.E.  Holmes  and  Lieuts. 
Densford  end  Clark.  Sergeants  Kfutz, 

Coy,  Kjelland,  and  Corder,  and  Private 
Sveus  were  selected  to  perform  the  photo- 
graphy. 

Bad  weather  delayed  the  beginning  of 
the  worx  for  r,en  clays,  but  on  the  13th  it 
was  good  enough  to  start.  In  the  mean- 
time the  students  of  the  Observation  Sec- 
tion had  departed  on  tlieir  navigation 
flight,  taking  all  hut  one  of  the  0-25' s 
and  two  of  the  pilots,  Tiiere  w'ere  still 
left  at  Kellv  Field  one  0-25,  one  0-19 
and  two  0-35*  s,  one  of  which  was  out  of 
commission.  With  the  three  airplaues 
availehlo,  Captain  Holmes  and  Lieuts - 
Densford  and  Clark  started  the  project, 
with_^  Sergeants  Coy,  Kjellanid  and  Corder 
handling  tne  cameras.  Approximately 
tlii'ee-f if ths  of  the  work  planned  was  ac- 
complished on  the  18th,  Hov;ever,  two 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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BUZZARD  MHUCES  DEEP  Il^EESSIOH  OH  AH  A-17 


Well  along  in  its  progressive  training 
of  highly  efficient  comhat  crews  for  the 
new  B-18  type  Bomhardraent  airplanes  with 
which  it  is  equip;ped,  the  19th  Eomhard- 
ment  Group,  GHQ,  Air  Force,  March  Field, 
Calif.,  culminated,  on  Decemher  21st, the 
second  phase _ of  intensive  training  de- 
voted_ primarily  to  the  airplane  commander 
and  his  comhat  crew  by  blasting  the 
"large  silhouette"  target  admost  off  the 
Moiiave  Desert  with  large  H.E.  bombs.  Un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Group  Commander, 
Lieut. _ Colonel  Harvey  S,  Burwell,  the 
operations  conducted  by  Major  Grandison 
Gardner,  Group  Operations  Officer,  in- 
cluded all  phases  of  handling  high  ex- 
plosives, successfully  calling  for  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  and  practice  in  the 
moving,  hoisting,  loading,  fuzing,  carry- 
ing, and  dropping  from  high  altitude  the 
largest  type  bombs. 

The  proof  of  the  value  of  the  program 
instituted  by  the  Commanding  General  of 
the  First  Win^  lay  in  the  ease  and  dis- 
patch vdth  which  operations  with  600, 
llCC  and  2CC0-pound  bombs  were  carried 
to  a highly  effective  conclusion  by  the 
3Cth  and  32nd  Squadrons  of  the  19th  Bom- 
bardment Group. 

■ oOo 

ACTIVITIES  OF  88TH  RSCCHHAIS SAUCE  S'^DH.. 

School  days  are  here  again  for  members 
of  the  88th  Reconnaissance  Sq^’radron  at 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  With  new  prob- 
lems every  day  arising  from  the  previous- 
ly uniieard  of  performance  of  the ’B-18 
Bombardment  airplanes,  fui’ther  training 
of  everyone  in  the  Squadron  becomes  im- 
perative, from  those  with  the  most  expe- 
rience down  to  the  newest  arrival. 

First  Lieut,  Ronald  R.  Walker  left 
■Hamiltch'  Field  by  air  on  January  3th  for 
Mardvyell  Field,  Ala.  , v^here  he  was  sched- 
uled to  pursue  the  two  weeks’  course  in 
Haval  tactics  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School, 

Two  experienced  airplane  engine  mechan- 
ics - Privates,  1st  Class,  Ernest  G. 
Werner  and  Reed  Werner  - were  placed  on 
detached  service  for  three  months  at  the 
Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Calif.,  where  they 
will  take  a refresher  course  for  air- 
plane engine  mechanics. 

Nine  officers  of  the  Squadron  are  at- 
tending the  Celestial  Navigation  School 
of  the  7 til  Bombardment  Group,  They  are 
Lieuts,  Robert  H.  Kelly,  Leslie  0. 
Peterson,  John  B.  Cary,  Arthur  V.  Jones, 
Jack  L.  Randolph,  George  E.  Pierce, 

Howard  F.  Bronson,  Ted  S.  Faullcner  and 
Alban  B.  Ogden. 

Five  men  of  the  Sq^uadron  were  detailed 
to  attend  the  airplane  engine  school, 
conducted  by  Base  Headquarters  and  5th 
Air  Base  Sq^dron,  starting  January  16, 
1938,  viz:  Privates  Merrill  B. Simonson, 
Charles  L.  Raboin,  James  R. Rawlins,  H. 6. 
Clementson  and  William  C.  Olcott. 


Believe  it  or  not,  but  this  latest  re- 
port from  the  37th  Attack  gq'oadron  seems 
to  prove  that  considerable  damage  can  be 
done  by  a bird,  such  as  a buzzard  or  a 
sea  guil,  to  a thin-skinned  metal  air- 
plane in  flight  - in  this  case  an  A~17. 

The  incident  occ'orrsd  shortly  after 
take-off  on  a routine  local  flight  at 
Langley  Field,  Va.  The  pilot,  Lieut. 

H.E.  Watson,  tried  his  best  to  avoid  a 
flock  of  birds,  but  the  lesser  breed  must 
have  dodged  the  same  way,  and  he  hit  one 
buzzard  with  the  right  horizontal  stabil- 
izer, After  returning  to  the  field,  the 
pilot  was  amazed  to  find  that  the  damage 
consisted  of  a large  dent,  six  inches 
deep,  in  the  leading  edge  of  the  right 
horizontal  stabilizer,  the  impact  being 
sufficient  actually  to  break  the  skin. 

Upon  exam.ining  the  damaged  stabilizer, 
it  would  seem  that  the  cause  of  the  dam- 
age was  a flying  bag  of  hard  cement  in- 
stead of  a scant  four  or  five-pound  bird. 
The  internal  damage  to  the  horizontal 
stabilizer  section  is  net  now  determdn- 
able,  but  the  longerons  and  stabiliser 
assembly  of  the  airplane  were  not  damag- 
ed at  all. 

oOo— — 

Mosaic  Mapning  Project 
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rolls  of  the  exposed  film  were  ruined  by 
cam  failure  which  left  the  shutter  stuck 
open.  Since  the  18th,  the  weather  has 
been  so  cloudy  that  it  has  prevented  the 
continuation  of  the  mission.  Fumther 
progress  on  the  project  will  be  reported. 

oOo 

20TH  mSUIT  GROUP  LOSES  ITS  P-26’s 

Led  by  Major  Armin  F,  Herold,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  79th  Pursuit  Sq’^iadron, 
14  pilots  of  the  20th  Pursuit  Group,  GHQ, 
Air  Force,  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  f'lew 
P~26A  airplanes  to  the  Rest  Coast  for 
delivery  to  the  Rockv/ell  Field  Air 
Depot,  The  Barksdale  Field  Correspon- 
dent expresses  regret  over  seeing  these 
excellent  little  planes  go,  but  finds 
some  consolation  in  the  nomors  of  new 
tjqpe  of  For  suit  ships  to  be  delivered 
in  the  future  to  the  20th  Pursuit  Group. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  retiu-n 
trip  to  Barksdale  Field,  via  C-33,  was 
the  overnight  stay  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 

It  seems  that  some  members  of  the  party 
were  not  equipped  with  the  necessary 
lead-lined  digestive  tract  to  co;fe  with 
the  Mexican  foods  in  which  they  indulg- 
ed. 

— — oOo 

Colonel  Hugh  J.  Knerr,  Air  Corps,  was 
relieved  from  Rirther  assignment  and 
duty  with  the  GHQ  Air  Force.  Langley 
Field,  Va. , February  1,  1958,  and  assign- 
ed to  tile  Headquai'ters  of  the  6th  Corps 
Area  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 
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Thus  fax  a tc'tal  of  1?1  stxtdents  (lOO  candi- 
dates from  civil  life  and  21  enlisted  men  of 
the  Amy)  have  qualified  for  appointment  as 
Flying  Cadets  rnd  con^irise  part  of  the  class  to 
begin  the  course  of  training  at  the  Air  Corps 
Primary  Hying  School  at  Randolph  Field,  Tescas, 
on  Iferch  1,  1338.  It  is  anticipated  that  addi- 
tional a-oplications  for  flying  training  from 
qualified  candidates  will  he  received  during 
the  month  of  February,  and  that  the  size  of  the 
J/jarch  class  will  be  in  excess  of  200  students. 

Students  undergoing  flying  training  at  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  pass  through  a four 
months*  priimry  flying  course  and  a four  months' 
basic  cotirse  at  Randolph  Field,  follovred  by  a 
four  months*  advanced  course  at  the  Air  Corps 
Advanced  Fljdng  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Upon  the  successful  connletion  of  flying 
training,  a flying  cadet  is  discharged  from  the 
service,  rated  an  "Airplane  Pilot"  and  given  a 
conroission  as  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Corps  Reserve. 

IVithin  the  limit  of  appropriations,  graduates 
of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  after  being 
cormissionsd  in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  are  or- 
dered to  extended  active  duty  with  Air  Corps 
tactical  squadrons,  during  the  course  of  which 
they  have  the  privileges,  pay  and  allowances  of 
a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular 
Arny,  which  includes  fifty  percent  additional 
pay  while  on  duty  requiring  participation  in 
flights.  Under  existing  law,  such  active  duty 
rray  be  for  a period  of  not  more  than  five  years. 
Upon  the  termination  of  a period  of  active  duty 
of  not  less  than  three  continuous  years,  an  Air 
Corps  Reserve  officer  shall  be  paid  a lutrp  sum 
of  $500,  .which  sum  shall  be  in  addition  to  any 
pay  and  alloxrances  which  he  nay  otherwise  be 
entitled  to  receive.  In  accordance  with  the 
law  govei-ning  promotion  of  officers  in  the 
Arny,  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  three  years  of  active  duty,  are  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

The  sxm  of  $500  paid  an  Air  Corps  Reserve  of- 
ficer upon  the  termination  of.  three  or  five 
years  of  active  duty,  #xen,he  revents  to  inac- 
tive status,  is  in  the  nature  of  a bonus  in  or- 
der to  ti'^e  him  over  fimncially  for  a period 
of  time  reasonably  anticipated  it  will  reg^uire  , 
him  to  obtain  a pemanent  position  in  civil 
life,  either  in  the  field  of  comaercial  a.via- 
tion  or  in  some  other  occ\q3ation  for  which  he 
nay  be  fitted.  ■ 

According  to  statistics,  approxir^tely  55’j^ 
of  the  pilots  ©i^jloyed.  by  conmercial  airlines 
have  either  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center  or  from  Aray  flying  schools  prior  to' 
the  establishment  of  the  Air  Corns  Training 
Center  in  Texas.  The  scheduled  airline  opera- 
tors cc\mt  very  largely  on  graduates  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  including  those  now  on 
active  duty  and  those  who  have  cortpleted  their 
active  duty  tours,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
piloting  razks  of  thair  organizations. 

Just  recently,  one  airline  executive  informed 
the  Air  Corps  that  he  would  tgdee  fifty  co-pilots 
for  his  airline  at  once,  if  he  could  get  them, 
and  give  them  a salary  of  $200  per  E»nth  at  the 
start , with  assured  promotion  and  salary  in- 
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creases.  Ke  expressed  a desire  for  men  vdio 
graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center 
and  who  cor.'pleted  active  training  with  Air 
Corps  squadrons. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  more  positions 
as  pilots  on  commercial  airlines  in  sight  than 
there  are  qualified  pilots  to  fill  them.  Com- 
mercial coiipanies  usually  require  applicants 
for  positions  as  co-pilots  on  their  airlines 
to  have  a total  of  at  lea^t  one  thousand  hours 
niloting  time  to  their  credit.  Air  Corps  Re- 
serve officers  completing  three  years  of  active 
duty  with  tactical  squadrons  usually  have  this 
rnini/mam  amount  of  pilot  flying  hours  to  their 
credit  and  are  thus  able  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  airline  operators  in  this  regard. 

Wot  only  are  fl^dng  cadets  of  the  Air  Corps 
given  free  instruction  and  furnished  food, 
dielter  and  clothing  vixile  undergoing  flying 
training,  but  they  are  paid  $75  per  nx>nth 
while  at  the  Training  Center  undergoing  in- 
struction. Men  beWeen  the  ages  of  20  and  26, 
who  can  pass  the  required  physical  examina.- 
tion  end  possess  at  least  two  years*  college 
education,  or  -vidio  can  pass  an  exami.nation  which 
is  the  equivalent  thereof,  are  sdmitted  to  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  as  Flyijig  Cadets. 

The  candidates  who  have  thus  far  qualified 
for  appointment  as  cadets  are  being  di- 

rected to  enlist  ss  such  at  the  military  acti- 
vity nearest  them  and  to  report  to  the  Air 
Corps  PrinB-ry  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  on  March  1,  1938,  for  s,ssignment  to  the 
iferch  Class. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  op- 
eration of  the  Air  Corps  flying  schools, the 
State  of  West  'Virginia  has  the  largest  delega- 
tion of  native  sons  in  a class  beginning  flying 
training.  This  distinction  heretofore  was  usu- 
ally a nip  and  tuck  affair  between  the  States 
of  California  and  Texas,  and  West  Virginia’s 
representation  in  various  entering  classes  did 
not  exceed  tvro  or  three  students.  With  2l  West 
Virginians  qualifying  for  the  March,  1938, 
class,  and  with  bright  prospects  of  this  num- 
ber being  increased  before  the  class  actually 
begins  work,  7fest  Virginia's  nearest  conpetrtor 
in  State  representation  is  Texas  with  15  stu- 
dents, followed  by  California  vdth  11  students. 

This  sudden  rise  of  West  Virginia  into  prom- 
inence at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  nay  be 
attributed  to  the  keen  interest  in  the  Army 
Air  Corps  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,- 
Eon.  Louis  Johnson,  himself  a native  of  that 
Sta,te.  Alive  to  the  great  need  of  pilots  in 
the  Air  Corps,  it  was  through  Ur,  Johnson's 
suggestion  that  publicity  regarding  the  great 
advantage  to  air-minded  young  men  of  the  course 
of  flying  training  at  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center  spread  throughout'  that  State.  As  a 
result  of  this  publicity,  seventy  young  men 
presented  themselves  for  examination  for  a 
Flying  Cadet  appointment,  and  of  this  number 
forty  passed  the  physical  examination.  It  is 
anticipated  that  about  ten  mere  students  will 
be  added  to  the  West  Virginia  delegation  at 
the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field 
before  the  new  class  begins  work. 

The  candidates  who  have  thus  far  qualified 
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for  a flying  cadet  appointment  are  emmerated, 
a.s  follows  I 


Jr. 


Jr. 


Horns'by,  Claude  S 
Worthy,  Lionel  D. 

Jackson,  George 
Millay,  Kenneth 
HaJ.l , Byron  E. 

Wilson,  Harold  F. 

Ford,  Ernest  G-. 

Oliver,  Ealph  L. 

Gilmore,  Jecin  L. 

Eorme  , Winf  ree  A. 

Paul,  Samoiel  C. 

Parker,  Kingston  E. 

Delvkttei,  John 
Gutru,  George  IL  , Jr. 
Bergeson,  Bernhardt  T. 

Kelly,  George  Y, 

Sanders,  Herschel  E, 
Laverty,  Pohert  A. 

Von  Saho,  Alader  A. 
deEussy,  John  E. 

Ifenson,  Hugh  B.  , Jr. 
Bras^rell,  Thomas  E. 
IvfcCullough,  Hilliard  B. 
Peoples,  Thoims  J. 

Eoherts,  Albert  J. 

Potter,  Phillip  0. 

Svranson,  William  E. 

Wilmot,  Woodrow  B, 

Smith,  J.  Wallace 
Cassell,  Eayrrond  W. 

Mueller,  Eobert  B, 

Stinson,  William  E. 

Benois,  Ho3ra,l  Victor 
Stansbuiy,  William  G. 
Wliatley,  Frank  A. 

Bourgoin,  Haoul  J. 

Philbrick,  Frederids  E. 
Draper,  Harry  E. 

Eeed,  John  DeL. 

Buethe , George  IvL 
Bergdalil,  Clyde 
Evans,  John- S. 

Eandall , Heimn  W. 

Clark , Eugene  L . 

Schroeck,  Franklin  E. 
Mallinson,  Hiram  E. 

Thiele,  Hf,rold  E. 

Esber,  Ifelcolm  JA. 

O’Neill,  Brian 
Kamperimn,  Halph,  Jr. 

Opeil,  Charles  hi 
Carter,  Eoy  M. 

Fritts,  Jack  3. 

Bartlett,  Hex  A. 

Johnson,  James  A. 

Carley,  Alan  S. 

IfcGaughey,  Saitnel  K. 

Ireland,  Loren  E. 

McCulley,  James  G, 

Pcbert's,  Wagner  E. 

Chiles,  Clarence  S. 

PyaxL,  James  L.  , Jr. 

Trim,  Kerndt  M. 

Gayle,  Charles  A. 

Bord,  Charlie  E.  , Jr. 

Biddle,  Kyle  L. 

Bradshaw,  Thomas  Eugene,  Jr. 
Kellogg,  Charles  W. 


Jr. 


Centerville,  Aia^. 
Fyffe,  Ala. 
Tucson,  Axi  2. 
Camden,  Ark. 
Canpbell,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Pacific  Beach,  Calif. 
Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Hedding,  Calif, 
fenta  Barbara,  Calif, 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Stockton,  Calif. 
West  Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Denver,  Colo. 
Denver,  Colo. 
I\fench.ester , Conn. 
New  London,  Conn. 
Shelton,  Conru 
Washington,  D.C. 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Chat  sxvo  rth , Ga. 
Chanr^aign,  111. 
Cbncago,  111. 
Ch.ica-go,  111. 
Duixlap , 111 . 
Fenton,  lom 
Baxter  Springs,  Kans. 
Wichita,  Kans. 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Shreveport , La. 
Snrevepoi't,  La. 
Slagle,  La. 
Deve3>-Foxcrof t , Me. 
Brookline,  IJl&ss, 
Hyanni sport,  Ifess. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mch. 
Northfield,  Mnn. 
St.  Paul,  Miisi, 
St.  Paul,  lvfi.nn. 
Helena,  Mont. 

Ormha,  Neb. 
Buffalo.  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
South  Cairo,  N.Y. 
White  Plains,  N.Y. 
Yonlcers,  N.Y. 
Cl e vel and , Ohi o 
Cl eveland , Ohio 
Britton,  Okla. 


, Bogan,  Charles  Wm. 

! Lane,  William,  Jr. 

! Schriever,  Gerhard  J. 

\ Coppage,  Edwin  S. 

I LbChrystal , William  A. 

! Barnes,  Samuel  G. 
j Eeed,  Charles  W. 
j Yiawexs,  Noel  Q. 

I Roe,  Theodore  W. 

! Murrell,  Carroll  T, 
j Poling,  Okey  J. 

I Ehoades,  Harold  W. 
j Halier,  Earl  S.  , Jr. 
j Moore,  Kenneth  C. 
Briel,  Phillip  G. 
l/iar shall,  Charles  S. 

I Iv'Iarcim,  Jack  M. 

I Cook,  Ralph 
! Ivbore,  Archibald  W, 
Smith,  ThoYoas  C. 
Coulter,  Sihl 
I'bCullough,  Kenneth  K, 
Linpucci,  Fred  H.  ■ 
Guyton,  John  A, 
Hindson,  William  S. 
Bond,  Hi  chard  D. 
Willimn,  John  VL 
McQuaid,  Lynn,  Jr. 
Gillum,  Virgil  M. 
Gregg,  Guy  K. 

Buckles,  James  H. 


Mdjean,  Texas 
Ifershal  1 , T exas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Siamrock,  Texas^, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utahl^i 
Lexington,  Va» 
Raymond,  Wash, 
Silver dale, 

Spokane , 
Barrackville , 
Belington, 
Cedarville, 
Charleston, 
Clarksburg, 
Faimaont, 
Grafton, 

Hamlin, 

Herntt , 
Hmtington, 

Marl  inton, 

Mays el, 
mie  Hill, 
Lforgantoxvn, 

Newell,  W.Va. 
Oak  Hill,  ?LVa. 
Eock  Cave, 
Eawlesburg, 

Ssleni, 
Shirmston, 

Weston, 


Wash. 

Wash, 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

7L?a. 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

W.Va, 

W.Va. 

W.Va. 

■W.Va. 

W.Va. 


W.Va. 
W.  Va. 
W.Va. 
7f.Va. 
W.Va. 


Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Eoy,  Eugene  L. 


A1  brook  Field,  Panaim  C.  Z. 


Noriffiin,  Okie.. 
OklahoTEa  City,  Okla. 
TJagoner,  Okla. 
Medford,  Ore. 
Eoseburg,  Ore. 

Salem,  Ore, 
Anderson,  S.C. 
Eartsville,  S.C. 

Corryton,  Tenn. 
Kashvil 1 e , T enn. 
Tiptonville,  Tenn. 
Bellaire,  Texea 
Da,llas , T exs,s 
Decatur,  Texas 
Houston,  Texas 
McAllen  , Texas 


Notet  All  candidates  listed  above  are  from 
civil  life. 

Flying  Cadets  - Enlisted  Men  . ^ 

Hoehne,  George  G.  San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Base  Hqrs.  and  6th  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Hamilton  Field,  Calif. 

Pinter,  Joseph  A.  Georgetovjn,  111. 

Medical  Dept.,  Sta.  Hospital , Selfridge  Field. 
Clark,  Joseph  W.  Golccjida,  111. 

52nd  School  Sqdn.  , Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Fakestraw,  William  C.  Peoria,  111. 

Hqrs.  & Hqrs.  Sqdn.  Seifridge  Field, Ifich. 
Lewis,  Dwight  F.  Corning,  Ioto 

52nd  School  Sqdn.  , Randolph  Field,  Texas 

Engstrom,  f/alter  F.  Detroit,  Mich. 

Be.se  Hq.  & 3d  Air  Base  Sq.  Selfridge  Field 
McClure,  William  A.  Royal  Oak,  Mich. 

17th  Pursuit  Sqdn,  , Selfridge  Field,  Mich, 
Bruce,  James  E.  Saginavj-,  Mich, 

Base  Hq.  & 3d  Air  Base  Sq.  Selfridge  Field 
Arm‘itrong,  George  H.  Polytechnic,  Ifont, 

Ease  Hq.  & 5th  Air  Base  Sqd.  Hamilton  Field 
Ham'an,  Harold  M.  Gallup,  N.  M. 

Base  Hq.  & 9th  A.ir  Base  Sq.  Moffett  Field 
Keiser,  Donald  McKay  IbComb,  Ohio 

Hq.  & Hq.  Sqdn.  , Eandolph  Field,  Texas 
Stiles,  Joseph  E.  Red  Lion,  Pa. 

Base  Hq.  & 1st  A.ir  Base  Sq.  .Langley  Field,  Va. 
Clckavage,  Peter  Frackville,  Pa. 

2d  Staff  Squadron,  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 
lacone,  Frank  L.  Providence,  R.I. 

29th  Bomb.  Squadron,  Nichols  Field,  P.I. 

Sneed,  Charles  R.  Evant,  Texas 

Jerkins,  Harry  A.  Montalba,  Texas/ 

11th  Air  Base  Sqdn.  , Eandolph  Field,  Tex.  ' 
Howell,  James  P.  Lubbock,  Texas 

Battery  A,  82d  Field  Art. , Ft.  Sam  Houston. 
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Enlisted  Men  (Continued) 

Hov^ell , WoocItot?’  G.  " Tjubbock,  Yexe-s 

Battery  A,  82d  Field  Axt.  Ft.  Sam  Houston. 
Willsie,  Harold  Fort  D.A.  Eussell,  Texas 

Eqrs.  & Hqrs,  Battery,,  77th  Field  Artillery, 
Fort  D.A.  Eussellj  Texas.  i 

Hai’dy,  Otha  B.  , Jr.  Houston,  Tex?,s  | 

53d  School  Scuadron,  fendolph  Field,  Texas  | 
Yeatch,  Bernard  Yh  Conde,  S.D.  | 

82d  Ohs.  Sqdn. , Ifoffett  Field,  Calif. 

— .o0o“— 

J/jR.  IDE  LECTUBES  ON  roESiGN  AIHCRAET  DEVILOPICT 

llr.  J.J.  Ide,  Technical  Assistant  in  Etirope 
for  the  National  Advisory  Conmittee  for  Aero- 
nautics, vdth  office  at  Paris,  France,  arrived 
at  YVright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  January  11th. 

Mr.  ide*s  visit  has  for  many  years  heen  an 
annual  event,  end  his  lecture  to  the  officers 
end  engineers  of  the  l-.^ateriel  Division  on 
foreign  aircraft  development  is  alvfays  eagerly 
looked  foi’vj’ard  to.  With  the  accelerated  foreign 
aircraft  procui'ement  prograns  in  operation  at 
the  present  time,  the  lecture  this  year  was  of 
particular  interest.  Conference  mth  officers 
followed  the  , lecture.  Brigadier  General  A.Y'f. 
Hohins,  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division,  intro- 
duced Mr.  Ide,  stating  that  this  was  his  four- 
teenth visit  to  the  Division. 

— oOo' — ■ 

BROADCASTING  FROM  A HIGH  ALTITTOE  , 

A successful  "broadcast  from  the  Lockheed  XC~35 
suhstrato  sphere  airplane  was  accompli  shad  on 
January  22nd  "by  I.kjor  Carl  F,  Greene  and  Lieut. 
E.E.  Beehe,  the  plane  "being  piloted  hy  Lieut. 
L.F.  EaniEXi  and  the  "broadcast  "being  made  while 
flying  at  an  altitude  of  21,000  feet  over 
Chicago,  111. 

The  windows  of  the  plane  were  frosted  with 
ice,  and  the  outside  thermometer  indicated  a 
temperature  of  15  degrees  "below  zero.  Inside 
the  supercharged  ca"bin,  however,  the  passengers 
rode  in  comfort.  Because  of  the  engine  noise, 
the  "broadcasters  spoke  with  their  irouths  almost 
against  the  microphone,  so  that  no  one  iia  the 
plane  heard  what  the  other  was  saying,  except^ 
Lieut,  Harrran.  Holding  the  "big  plane  steadj^  in 
somewhat  rough  air  conditions,  he  sirdlingly 
heard  everything  on  his  radio,  receiver,  which 
was  tuned  in  on  a Ch-ica.go  "broadcasting  station. 
The  Broadcast  vjas  effected  over  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  network. 

Announcement  of  the  opening  of  the  Interna- 
tional Air  Show',  held  at  Chicago  January  28th 
to  February  6th,  vras  made  during  the  broadcast. 

oOo-— 

Circulars  were  issued  to  aircraft  manufactur- 
ers by  the  Ifeteriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  on 
January  ISth,  inviting  bids  on  2-engine  attack 
Bombers.  This  is  a ne?/  Air  Corps  type  of  air- 
plane to  be  constructed  espeoially  for  attack 
and  light  bombing  purposes.  The  bids  vrexQ  to  i 
be  based  on  quantities  of  from  one  to  five  hun- 
dred in  increments  of  ten.  The  opening  of  the  j 
bids  is  scheduled  for  March  17,  1939. 


l\fe-teriel  Division  officers  and  exigineers  pre- 
sented papers  at  annual  roeetings  of  both  the 
Society  cf  Automotive  Engineers  e-nd  the  Insti- 
tude  of  Aeronautical  Sciences  during  January. 

Captain  George  V.  Hollonan's  paper, presented 
at  the  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers*  .'leeting 
in  Detroit  on  January  lOth,  was  entitled 
"Autoi^atically  Controlled  Blind  Landings,'* 

The  following  papers  were  read  at  the  meeting 
in  New  York  City  on  January  27th  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Aeronautical  Sciences s . 

'’Full  Feathering  Propellers,"  by  Lieut.  H.IL, 
ivfcCby,  of  the  Propeller  Unit. 

"Supercharsing  a Pressure  Cabin  Airplane/*  by 
Captain  i..K.  Johnson,  of  the  Engineering  Pro- 
curement Branch. 

'Physiologic  Considerations  Governing  High 
Altitude  F],ight/*  by  Dr,  J.W,  Eoim,  of  the 
Physiological  Research  La.boratory. 

Captain  H.A.  Armstrong,  Director  of  the 
Physiological  Research  Laboratory,  Materiel 
Division,  also  read  a paper. 

Ifejor  Carl  F.  Greene  was  chairman  of  the  ses- 
sion featuring  the  discussion  of  aircraft  under 
high  altitude  conditions. 

— oOo— 

NIGET  aASSES  IN  M)YMCn^  AEPODYNUflCS 

'TTight"  claisses  in  advanced  aerodynamics, 
with  special  reference  to  the  fluid  in  motion 
kiXQvm  as  air , have  been  conducted  through  the 
winter  ’.months  in  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School  classrooms  at  bright  Field,  Dayton,  0, 
The  seventeen  students  in  attendance  are  from 
the  -yarious  engineering  departments  of  the 
Ifeteriei  Division.  Classes  started  in  October 
and  will  last  through  I.^y. 

Prerequisites  for  the  course  are  advanced 
imtheiratics,  including  differential  eq’oations. 
Classes  are  held  one  afternoon  each  week,  af- 
ter working  hours,  from  3t45  to  5l45  p.m, 

Ezra  Kotcher,  Associate  Professor  of  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  is  the  Instructor, 

-■ — oOo— 

GIANT  B0N3ER  INSPECTED  AT  mTERIM,  DIVISION 

After  its  arrival  at  the  I'feteriel  Division, 
Y'/right  Field,  Ohio,  about  the  middle  of  Decsirt- 
ber,  the  giant  Boeing  B~15  was  hurried  to  the 
assembly  hangar  and  was  iirmed lately  put  tlurough 
the  complicated  process  known  as  "engineering 
inspection. " 

In  order  to  expedite  this  work,  during  which 
as  many  as  18  engineers  vrere  sonetimes  busy 
simultaneously  in  the  fuselage  while  various 
others  were  perched  xxpon  landders  examining  ex- 
terior parts,  signs  were  placed  about  enjoining 
all  others  to  keen  away.  "It  is  thought,"  says 
the  Nevxs  Letter  Correspondent,  "that  this  pre- 
liminary •5'fork,  which  foiins  so  vital  a part  in 
tho  collaboration  cf  feta  on  a new  airplane, 
mil  be  completed  by  the  end  of  January.'* 

■ — -oOo— 

fejor  General  0.  Westover,  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  arrived  at  the  Nfe-teriel  Division  on  the 
afternoon  of  January  11th,  and  remained  for 
several  days. 
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NAVIGATION  TRAINING  NLIGHT  ON  CLASS  38-A 


Students  of  the  Observation  Section  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  departed  on  schedule 
for  their  extended  navigation  training 
flight,  under  the  supervision  of  Captain 


J.V.  Edmundson  E.T.  Pardee  R.I).,-  Taylor 

C.E.  McPherson  A.D.  Reedy  G.N,  ihst 

C.C.  Sturges,Jr.  W.T.  Risen 

Enlisted  mechanics  accompanyi^  the 

flight;  Corporal  A, I.  Murin,  Privates 
H.C,  West  and  S.A.  Heintz. 

Itinerary;  Kelly  Field  to  Hensley 


< 


R.E,  Randall,  senior  instructor  of  Ohser-!  Field,  via  Corpus  Christ!  and  Houston; 


vation,  1st  Lieut.  S.R.  Todd  and  Slid 
Lieut.  A.R.  Walker. 

The  flight  of  18  students  left  Kelly 
Field  on  January  17th,  planning  to  fly 
to  El  Paso,  Texas,  via  Midland;  then 
hack  through  Midland  to  Hensley  Field, 
Dallas,  Texas,  to  remain  over  one  day 
for  maintenance..  From  Hensley  Field  they 
planned  to  fly  to  Houston,  Corpus  Christ! 
and  ha,ck  to  Kelly  Field 


from  Hensley  Field,  via  Midland,  to  El 
iPaso,  remaining  over  here  one  day  for 
j maintenance  and  returning  on  January 
I 27th  to  Kelly  Field  from  El  Paso  via 
j Midland. 

I The  second  eclielon  of  the  Pursuit  Sec- 
j tion  was  also  scheduled  to  leave  on  Jan- 
uary  24th,  weather  permitting,  led  hy 
' Captain  3.M.  Hovey,  assisted  hy  2nd 
Lisuts.  M.F.  Staldor-  and  W.  Fades.  The 


The  following  students  made  the  flight:!  thirteen  students  (Flying  Cadets)  raakine, 
Captain  C.M.  Travassos  (Brazilian  Army)i  the  flight  are  listed  helow,  viz; 


D.L. 

H.  J. 
W.K. 
M.E. 
R.A. 


2nd  Lieuts.  J.H.  Gray  and  J.R.  Gunn 
Flying  Cadets 


K.E. 


Anderson 
Konopacki 
Richandson 
Wanamaker 
Kuramriw 


R. D.  Dick  I 
N.H. Ranch  , 
J.A..  Tohler’ 
E.C.  WoltZ; 
M.S.  Sipp  j 


T).  T.  French 
J.W.  Haskett 
P.W.  Tihhets 
H.M.  Keeffe 
R.N.  Maupin 

The  thrae  mechanics  accompanying  tne 
fljght  were  Staff  Sergeant  S.W.  Doggs, 
Privates  R.C.  Hajovslcy  and  K.L.  Kirkhride 
The  flight  was  composed  of  21  airplanes, 
nine  of  which  were  0-25*  s and  twelve 
BT-9>  s. 

The  first  echelon  of  the  Pursuit  Sec- 
tion, led  hy  Major  John  V.  Hart,  1st 
Lieut.  N.P.  Jackson  and  2nd  Lieut.  R.W. 
Oshorn,  left  Kelly  Field  on  January  IQth, 
planning  to  fly  from  Kelly  to  Hensley, 
via  Corpus  Christ!  and  Houston  the  fa.rst 
day,  and  on  the  following  da.y  from 
Hensley  Field  to  El  Paso,  via  Midland,  ■ 


Kearhy  M.F.  McHickle  F, C. Parker , Jr. 

Kofalil  M.B.  Marks  C.C.  Wasem 

Korges  K.R.  Martin  J.R.  Watt 

MacNicol  R.L.  Pusey  T.  S.Proxraire,  Ji 

Hamilton  Me  Chore 

inlisted  mechanics  accompanying  the 
flight:  Staff  Sergeant  T.J.  Rogers,  Pri- 


W.W. 

G.M. 


vates  M,  Cuiomings  and  C.C.  Maranville. 


.Airplanes  comprising  flight:  16  BT-8*s. 
Itinerax'y:  Kelly  Field  to  Midland  to 
I El  Paso  first  day;  following  day  to 
i Hensley  Field,  via  Midland,  remaining 
! over  one  da.y  for  maintenance;  Hensley 
i Field  to  Kelly  Field  via  Houston  and 
j Corpus .Christ!. 

oOo 


72ND  BOMB.  SODN.  RECEIVES  HIGHEST  EATING 


remaining  over  one  da.y  at  El  Paso  for 


maintenance,  and  from,  there  returning 
to  Kelly  Field  via  Midland.  The  flight 
is  composed  of  17  BT-8  airplanes.  The 
follovang  students  made  the  flight: 

2nd  Lieut.  H.R,  Melton,  Jr. 

lying.  CadetvS 


R. A. 
H.B. 
G.G, 

S. H. 

D.D. 


"Den  Coupland 


N.A. 

W.  J. 
R.S. 
G.B. 


H.M.  Hays 


Cowles 
Fsallock, II 
Garm.an 
Greene , 


^■r . 


Ames 

Armstrong,  Jr. 

Atkinson 
Beverly 
Brannon 

James  Breathitt, III 
W.C.  Clark 

The  three  mechanics  accompanying  the 
flight  were  Staff  Sergeant  Ai.D.  Bivins, 
Corporal  R.  Rose  and  Private  S.E. 
Anderwald, 

Weather  permitting,  the  Attack  Section 
was  scheduled  to  depart  on  January  24t]i 
on  their _ navigation" training  flight,  led 
hy  Captain  G. C.  Jamison,  assisted  hy  Ist 
Lieut.  C.H.  Pottenger  and  2nd  Lieut. 

W.D.  Griffith.  The  sixteen  students 
listed  helov;  were  to  make  the  flight  in 
9 A-12’s  and  10  A-18’b,  viz: 

2nd  Lieuts.  G.H.  Austin  and  G.P. 

Culver , 

Fly  ing_  ^Cadets 

J.C.  Bailey  JTCT""B'5wea'  R.  G,  Emmens 
A.J.  Heintz  J.C.  Marcy  R.J,  Mason 


The  72nd  Bomhardment  Squadron,  station- 
ed at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , commanded  hy 
Major  Oliver  P.  Gothlin,  Jr. , who  succeed- 
ed Major  I.  H.  Edwards,  was  determined  as 
the  highest  re.ted  squadron  in  the  5th 
Composite  Group  for  the  training  year, 
ending  0ctoher"31,  1937.  This  organiza- 
tion will  he  awarded  the  Department 
Streamer  to  he  carried  on  its  .gaidon. 


ihere  viras  considerable  hard  work  con- 


nected with  v/iiining  the  above  mentioned 
award.  The  entire  personnel  of  the 
Squadron  feel  that  they  Imve  been  justly 
repaid  for  their  efforts, 

- — oOo 


In  a E-17  "Flying  Fort''’ess*'  with  a full 
combat  crew,  Captain  Da.rr  H,  Alkire,  96th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. 
cn  January  ot'h,  accomplished  a night 
na,v:>.gation,  bombing  and  machine  gunner5'’ 
mission  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , and  re- 
turn, without  landing  at  Maxwell  Field. 
The  bombing  was  accomplished  at  15,000 
feet,  and  all  members  of  the  crew  fired 
machine  guns. 

oOo 


During  the  month  of  December,  1937, the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  San  Antonio/: 
Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  overhaul- 
ed 13  airplanes  and  25  engines  and  repair-, 
ed  a total  of  31  airplanes  and  9 engines. 
-10-  V-7621,  A.C. 


"AUD  I LiilARNEI}  ABOUT  PLYING  PROM  mAT" 


En  route  from  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot, 

I)  Coronado,  Calif.,  to  Lordshnrg,  New 
Mexico,  in  a C-33  Transport  plane,  with 
Sergeant  G.C.  Cunningham  and  Private  1st 
' Class  Yates  as  his  companions.  Staff  Ser- 
geant Arthur  Hanson,  Air  Corps,  was  forc- 
ed to  land  at  Gila  Bend,  Arizona,  due  to 
engine  trouble. 

Staff  Sergeant  Hanson  stated  that  about 
ten  miles  west  of  Gila  Bend  the  left  en- 
: gine  became  very  rough,  noisy,  and  the 
!j  cylinder  head  temperature  went  up  to 
f 350^  0.  "I  cut  the  switch  on  left  en-^ 
;gine,“  he  added,  "turned  selective  fuel 
! cock  valve  to  right  engine,  propeller  to 
, low  pitch  - right  engine  r.p.m,  to  1900. 
Attempted  continuaiice  of  flight  to 
' Tucson  at  7000  feet,  but  could  not  re- 
tain original  altitude  due  to  mild  thund- 
er storms  and  rough  air,  was  losing  alti- 
‘ tude  at  the  rate  of  200-400  ft,  per  min- 
ute. Durapedmain  tanks,  approximately 
195  gals. , with  no  appreciable  decrease 
i in  altitude  loss  (Airspeed  90-100), 

.After  20  minutes  of  flying  I was  forced 
to  retnrn  to  Gila  Bend  and  land.  Before 
i engine  trouble  occurred  the  instruments 
read  as  follows:  Right  engine ; Tach,1750; 
Manifold  press.  2F"T^il  press.  60  lbs.; 
;oil  temp.  55°C;  Cyl.  Ed.  Temp.  175*^0; 
Carb.  temp.  45°C;  fuel  press.  4 lbs. 
i Lef t engine : Tach.  1750;  Manifold  press- 
,iure,  2675"“  oil  pressure  55  lbs.;  oil 
jitemp.  35° C.  ; Cyl.  Hd.  temp.  125° 0.  ; carb. 
'temp,  45°C.  ; fuel  pressure  4 lbs.  (Out- 
i side  air  ten^).  18°C) . (Dew  point  approx. 

, 70  - reported) . Upon  landing  at  Gila 
Bend  left  engine  was  inspected  and  found 
lone  spark  plug  missing  on  Humber  1 cyl. 

I (rear  plug; . Threads  in  spark  plug  port 
!were  undamaged.  Hew  spark  plug  install- 
i ed,  and  all  spark  plugs  on  both  engines 
; checked  for  looseness,  and  valves  check- 
'ed  on  left  engine.  Engine  run-up  O.K." 

I In  view  of  the  statement  in  the  first 
[paragraph,  page  86,  of  Technical  Order 
!0l~40H-l,  that  level  flight  can  be  main- 
tained with  one  engine  at  8775  feet  and 
I of  the  fact  that  after  the  pilot  dumped 
i the  main _ tanks  there  remained  a compara- 
tively light  load  in  the  airplane,  the 
■report  of  this  forced  landing  was  re- 
•f erred  to  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divi- 
i sion  for  comment  on  the  pilot’s  state- 
iment  that  he  could  not  maintain  his  alti- 
! tude  when  flying  on  one  engine  below  an 
[altitude  of  7,000  feet. 

The  Materiel  Division  states  that  the 
horsepower  available  at  7000  feet  at 
11900  RPM,  full  throttle,  under  standard 
[conditions  with  1.1  deg.  C.  carburetor 
I air  temperature  would  have  been  625  HP. 
Tbis  power  corrected  for  the  45  deg. 
carbioretor  air  ten^Jerature  reported 
[would  be  580  HP,  assuming  no  detonation 
jas  a result  of  the  excessively  high  car- 
■ buretor  air  temperature. 

The  horsepower  available,  had  the  pilot 
been  able  to  obtain  1950  i^M,  the  rated 


speed  of  the  engine,  v/ould  have  been 
645  HP  under  standard  conditions  or  598 
HP  corrected  for  45  deg.  C.  carburetor 
air  temperature,  again  assuming  no  deto- 
nation. 

However,  in  view  of  the  high  carbure- 
tor air  temperature  of  45  deg.  C. , which 
is  10  deg.  C.  in  excess  of  the  maximum 
set  forth  in  Technical  Order  02-1-5,  de- 
tonation was  probably  encountered  which 
tended  to  lower  the  horsepower  still 
more  below-  the  maximum  to  be  obtained 
under  the  conditions  reported,  assuming 
no  detonation.  With  the  outside  air 
temperature  of  18  deg.  C.  as  reported, 
the  amount  of  carburetor  air  heat  used 
was  excessive  for  full  throttle  opera- 
tion of  the  engine. 

Under  the  conditions  stated  in  the 
flight  report,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  airplane  was  unable  to  maintain 
flight  on  one  engine.  The  loss  of  65 
HP  due  to  operating  conditions  of  the 
engine  would  reduce  tho  rate  of  climb  by 
115  feet  per  minute.  Such  a reduction 
in  rate  of  climb,  combined  with  rough 
air  conditions,  would  have  made  it  prac- 
tically impossible  to  maintain  level 
flight  on  one  engine.  Assuming  that_the 
altitude  of  7000  feet  at  which  the  pilot 
attempted  to  fly  was  pressure  altitude, 
the  density  altitude  corresponding  to 
the  indicated  altitude  and  the  reported 
temperature  of  18  deg.  C.  was  9000  feet. 

Level  flight  can  be  maintained  at  8775 
feet  with  one  engine  under  standard  at- 
mospheric conditions  with  the  engine 
turning  at  1950  RPM  and  at  full  throttle 
power. 

The  change  in  the  rate  of  descent  caus- 
ed by  dumping  195  gallons  of  gasoline 
would  hardly  be  noticeable.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  rate  Y/ould  be  reduced 
about  15  ft.  per  minute. 

oOo 

ASST.  SEC.  OP  WAR  VISITS  HAMILTOH  FIELD 

The  Hon.  Louis  A.  Johnson,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  paid  a flying  visit 
recently  to  the  Hamilton  Field  Air  Base, 
enroute  to  Portland,  Oregon.  Mr. Johnson 
had  been  inspecting  Army  posts  and  Air 
Corps  stations  on  the  Y/est  Coast  and  had 
made  several  speeches  in  this  area  on 
defense  measures.  Intending  to  fly 
north  to  Portland  from  Hamilton  Field, 
he  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  ad- 
verse weather  conditions,  and.  left  by 
train  on  the  afternoon  of  Januaty  10th. 

- — oOo 

The  students  of  the  present  class  at 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  will  graduate  on 
February  16,  1938.  There  will  be  61 
students  in  the  graduating  class.  Fur- 
ther details  in  this  connection  will  be 
announced  later. 
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NSW  NAVIGATION  CLASS3S  AT  HAMILTON  FIELD 


Aviation  is  lookinj^-  to  the  sea  and  the 
methods  of  old  mariners  to  8.dd  to  its 
knov/ledge  of  navigation  in  the  air.  New 
classes,  to  last  six  v/eeks,  were  he^un 
the  first  of  the  year  at  Hamilton  Field, 
San  Rafael,  Calif. , in  Dead  Reckoning 
and.  Celestial  Navigation,  33  pilots  at- 
tending, . The  former  is  iinder  the  guid- 
ance of  Lieut.  Walter  R.  Agee  and  Lieut. 
Jack  L,  Randolph,  and  Lieut.  Raul  C. 
Ashworth  instructs  the  latter  class. _ 

Dead  reckoning,  which  is  studied^ first, 
has  a defi 
originally 
used  by  ol 
ally  to  he 
Dead  Reckoning.  Mariners  deduced  their 
position  at  sea,  just  as  now  in  aviation 
the  terra  means  calculating  position  in_ 
the  air  by  “keeping-  track"  through  navi-  | 
gation  instruments  installed  on  the  air-  j 
plane,  from  a known  point  where  the  j 

flight  is  begun.  The  instruments  includ-i 
ed  are  those  which  Indicate  speed,  drift,! 
altitude,  and  temperature.  i 

Celestial  Navigation,  as  the  name  indi-| 
Cates,  is  a means, of  calculating  positionj 
by  the  sun,  the  stars,  and  the  planets,  i 

^By  the  use  of  both  these  ancient  but  ! 
wise ^ means  of  navigation,  any  defect  in  } 
one  is  compensated  by  -.the  other.  Dead  1 
Reckoning  can  be  considered  an  accurate  i 
method  only  up  to  500  miles  of  the  start-i 
ing  point  of  the  flight,  whereas  Celesti-j 
al  Navigation  can  be  performed  any  place 
in  the  world  at  any  time.  _ j 

The  classes  are  Interesting  and  highly  | 
important  to  the  safety  of  men  and  equip-! 
ment  of  the  Air  Corps,  as  ?/ell  as  making 
for  greater  efficiency  in  accomplishing  ■ 
the  task  required  of  pilots  of  a GHQ,  Air 
Force  unit  - that  is,  to  fly  to  a desig- 
nated yoint  by  the  shortest  'possible 
route  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

--- oOo-— 

EASY  IDENTIFICATION  OF  AIR  CORPS  PLANES  i 

i 

Residents  of  Michigan,  accustomed  to  i 
the  spectacle  of  the  small  drab  Pursuit  | 
airplanes  of  the  Ist  i^rsuit . Group,  are  i 
receiving  what  might  be  called  a “treat  | 
for  sore  eyes,'*  since  the  various  squad-  ! 
rons  have  adopted  distinguishing  colors  ! 
for  their  aircraft.  In  order  to  help  j 
identification  in  the  air  and  on  the  j 
ground,  each  squadron  has  adopted  a dis-  | 
tinct  color  which  adorns  the  nose  of  the  j 
airplane.  The  cowlings  around  the  motor  | 
are  painted  v/ith’  this  color,  the  17th  i 
Squadron  using  white;  the  27th,  orange;  j 
and  the  94th,  red.  In  combination  ?/ith  ! 
the  yellow  vdngs  and  blue  fuselages  of 
all  Army  aircraft,  these  new  colors  pre- 
sent, to  say  the  least,  a startling  as- 
pect. 

In  addition  to  the  distinctive  color- 
ings used,  orders  were  issued  by  higher 
authority  that  each  Army  airplane  will 
carry  large  identifying  numbers  on  the 


nxze  maritime  origin,  oeing 
“Deduced  Reckoning J “ a term 
d mariners,  and  coming  eventu- 
abbreviated  to  the  present' 


upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  left 
wings,  as  well  as  on  both  sides  of  the 
vertical  stabilizer.  These  numbers 
consist  of  t'wo  letters  identifying  the 
organization  to  which  the  airplane  be-  i 
longs  and  an  additional  number  which  ' 
is  the  airplane’s  sq'uadron  number.  Any 
airplane  in  the  General  Headquarters 
Air  Force  may  now  be  identified  at  a 
glance. 

oOo— 

VARIED  DUTIES  OF  RECONNAISSANCE  SQDNS. 

As-  the  eyes  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force, 
members  of  the  88th  Reconnaissance 
Squadron  of  Hamilton  Field  are  rapidly  J 
becoming  jacks  of  all  trades  and  mas- 
ters of  most  of  them. 

In  former  days,  officers  of  the  88th  ■ 
v/ould  fly  25  miles,  take  a photograph 
and  return.  Now  pilotage,  photography 
and  radio  operation  training-  are  merely  ' 
kindergarten  courses. 

Nautical  almanacs  have  replaced  maps, 
for  the  present  day  navigator.  With 
sextants  and  drift  sights,  long  flights 
over  water  or  other  featureless  terrain 
are  now  conmonplace,  where  only  a few 
years  ago  such  flights  would  have  been 
extremely  hazardous.  Pilots  of  the  88th 
,88th  Reconnaissance  Sq'uadron  no  longer  ■’ 
fly  onljf  small  Observation  airplanes. 

Not/  they  must  at/any  time  be  ready  to 
fly  a basic  training  ship-  or  a Douglas 
B-18  5 land  a Douglas  0A-4A  in  a.  cow 
pasture,  or  a Sikorsky  IlOA-8  in  roll-  i 
ing  seas.  The  observer  not  only 
“observes'*  and,  photographs,  but  also  is 
a co-pilot  and  a bomhardier. 

Sven  their  language  has  changed  for 
those  in  the  88th  Squadron.  Throttles 
are  pulled  back  in  the  BT-9,  but  are 
moved  af't  In  the  YIOA-S.  The  door  is 
on  the  -left  in  the  B-18,  but  on  the 
port  side  in  the  0A-4A.  To  the  old 
observer,  the  target  was-  five  statute 
miles,  90  degrees  right;  now  it  is  five 
nautical  miles  abeam, 

“We  of  the  38th  still  considered  our- 
selves observers, , however , until  last 
week,'*  declares  the  Nows  Letter  Corres- 
pondent, "when,  after  parachute  drill, 
fire  drill  and  general  emergency  drill  - 
we  had  life  boat  drill.  Ahoy,  Ship- 
mates!" 

— oOo—  . . 

War  Department  Orders,  recently  is- 
sued, announce  the  termination,  effec- 
tive Februarv  28,  1938,  of  duty  of  Brig. 
General  Gerald  C.  Brant  as  V/ing  Command-; 
er  of  the  2nd  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
Langley  Field,  Va. , and  his  assignment 
to  duty,  March  1,  1938,  as  Commandant 
of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  with 
station  at  Ohanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  , 
directing  and  supervising  both  the 
Chanute  Field  and  Denver  (Colorado)  i 

branches  of  that  School,  with  the  rank  ^ 
of  Colonel. 
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NO  CHENEY  AWARD  EOR  1937 


EAIREISLD  AIR  DEPOT  BLOCK  TEST  BUILDING 


There  will  he  no  grant  of  the  Cheney 
Award  for  the  year  1937,  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  Major  General  Oscar 
Vi'estover,  announced  recently,  adding 
that  v/hiie  there  v;ere  several  instances 
during  the  calendar  year  1937  where  Air 
Corps  personnel  performed  heroic  feats 
in  connection  with  flying  which  involved 
risk  of  life,  the  Board  of  Officers  ap- 
pointed hy  him  to  select  the  person  most 
meriting  the  Cheney  Award,  after  careful 
consideration  recommended  that  none  of 
these  cases  exactly  satisfied  nor  dis- 
tinctly merited  the  Cheney  Award. 

_ Tne  terms  of  the  grant  of  this  dis- 
tinguisxied  Trophy  particularly  state 
that  it  shall  he  awarded  to  tae  officer 
or  enlisted  man  in  the  Arn^'-  Air  Corps, 
Regular  or  Reserve,  for  an  act  of  valor 
of  extreme  fortitude  or  self  sacrifice 
in  a huinanitarian  interest,-  not  necessa- 
rily of  a military  nature,  hut  which 
shall  have  heen  performed  in  connection 
with  aircraft. 

The  Cheney  Award  was  established  in 
memory  of  1st  Lieut.  William  H.  Cheney, 
Air  _ Corps,  who  was  killed  in  an  ai.r  col- 
lision at  Eoggia,  Italy,  on  January  20, 
1918,  Tile  donors  of  the  award  are  Mrs. 
Mary  L.C.  Scofield,  of  Peterhoro,  N.H.  , 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Cheney  Streeter,  of  Morris- 
town, _N.J.,  the  mother  pjid  sister,  re- 
spectively, of  the  deceased  officer. 

The^  have  jointly  set  aside  a trust  fund 
of  plbjOOO,  the  interest  accruing  there- 
from to  he  used  to  make  the  award,  which 
is  bestowed  annually  hy  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps.  The  sum  of  ^pSOO  goes  to  the 
recipient  along  with  a bronze  placiue 
hearing  the  engraved  name  of  the  indi- 
vidual receiving  it,  together  v;ita  a 
certificate  of  award. 

The  Cheney  Award  has  heen  made  annual- 
ly since  1927,  except  for  the  years  1930 
and  1954,  when  no  awards  were  made  for 
the  same  reasons  as  those  prevailing 
this  year,  there  having  been  no  acts  or 
incidents  which  seemed  exactly  to  fit 
the  terms  of  the  grant  or  distinctly  to 
merit  it. 

Master  Sergeant  Harry  A.  Chapman,  of 
the  19th  Airship  Company,  Larigley  Eield, 
Va. , v/as  the  first  to  receive  this  honor. 
It  was  granted  to  him  for  his  heroism, 
presence  of  mind,  and  extreme  fortitude 
during  the  great  catastrophe  on  February 
21,  192  2,  when  the  Airship  ROMA  crashed 
and  burned.  In  subsequent  years  the 
honor  has  gone  to  Captain  Ucal  G.  Lnt, 

Air  Corps,  for  1928;  Captain  William  A. 
Matheny  for  1929;  to  1st  Lieut.  Robert  D. 
Moor  (posthumouslj^)  and  to  Private  John 
B.  Smith  for  1931;  to  Private  Arden  M. 
E^ley  for  1932;  jointly  to  the  late 
Lieut.  W. L.  Bogen,,  Staff  Sgt,  Doy  D.Dodd 
and  Sgt.  xhom-as  J.  Rogers  for  1933;  to 
tne  late  Lieut.  Robert  K.  Giovannoli  for 
1935_,  and  jointly  to  Major  Frederick  D. 
Lyncn  and  Staff  Sgt.  Joseph  L.  Murray 
for  1936. 


The  Fairfield  Air  Depot, Fairfield,  0. , 
is  enjoying  the  facilities  of  a new  and 
modern  Block  Test  Building,  v/hich  is 
constructed  upon  the  original  ideas  of 
Major  Ralph  B.  Walker,  Chief  Engineering 
Officer.  This  Block  Test  Building  is 
located  in  the  extreme  north  end  of  the 
field,  approximately  one-half  mile  from 
the  shops.  This  eliminates  the  noise 
experienced  when  the  Block  Test  was  adja- 
cent to  offices  and  shops. 

The  Block  Test  Building  is  constructed 
of  steel,  tile  and  brick  and  contains 
eight  torque  stands  of  an  improved  t3rpe. 
The  operator's  rooms  are  sound-proof, 
amply  heated,  lighted  and  well  ventilat- 
ed. They  are  equipped  with  all  modern 
recording  instruments,  including" oil 
scales,  gasoline  flow  meter  and  overhead 
oil  supply  system.  All  test  stands  are 
equipped  witn  protective  screen  and  the 
only  access  to  the  engines  is  through 
the  op'^^rator's  room,  A complete  over- 
head monorail  system  is  installed  enabl- 
ing the  conveyance  of  engines  to  any  de-' 
sired  place  in  the  building. 

The  building  is  equipped  with  a cen- 
tral steam  plant  for  supplying  heat  to 
the  building  and  test  stands.  A depart- 
ment for  final  preparation  of  engines 
for  instal].ation,  storage  and  inspection 
will  be  added  in  the  near  future. 

Captaj.n  R.E.  Culbertson  reports  that 
the  enti.re  Engineering  Department  person- 
nel is  grateful  for  the  relocation  of  . 
the  Block  Test  and  the  resulting  improv- 
ed working  conditions. 

oOo 

BOMBARDMENT  SqUADRON  MOVES  TO  HAY/AII 

In  furtherance  of  its  plans  to  build 
up  Composite  YUngs  of  the  GHq  Air  Force 
in  the  Haiwaiian  Islands  and  Panama,  the 
War  Departm.ent,  on  January  20,  1938,  or- 
dered the  31st  Bomhardment  Squadron  from 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , to  the  Hawaiian 
Department.  This  Squadron  is  equipped 
with  the  latest  type’  Douglas  twin-engine 
Bombers,  known  in  the  Air  Corps  as  tho 
B-18.  Since  it  is  a permanent  change  of 
station,  the  movement  of  the  Squadron  to 
its  new  hom.e  ¥/ila.  be  made  by  transport 
about  February  1st. 

-oOo 

The  17th  Forsuj.t  Squadron,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. , claims  to  be  one  of  the 
few  squadrons  in  the  Air  Corps,  if  not 
the  only  one,  which  has  the  original 
source  of  its  insignia  on  file,  Sergeant 
Cipelle  having  lately  shot  a "Great 
\Yhite  Snow  Owl"  at  Selfri^e  Field  it- 
self. There  being  no  radiator  caps  on 
the  Severslcy  P-35's,  the  stuffed  owl  now 
adorns  the  Day  Room  in  the  barracks.  It 
has  for  company  a beautifully  mounted 
dear  hee.d  - shot  last  fall  by  Private 
1st  Class  Chism.  'Tis  an  eight-pointer. 
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OVER  vYATER  SAEETY  DEVICES  EOR  AIRPLAFES 


Various  over  water  safetj^  devices  for 
landplanes  have  heen  developed  hy  the 
Air  Corps  from  time  to  time.  They  in- 
clude flotation  systems  for  large,  thick- 
wing airplanes,  hag  flotation  equipment 
for  smaller  airplanes,  pneumatic  life 
rafts,  and  life  preserver  vests. 

Elotation  Tank  Equipment 

In  order  to  provide  huoyancj^~Tor  the 
larger  tj’pes  of  land  airplanes  in  event 
of  a forced  laiiding  on  water,  the  air- 
plane fuel  tanks  huilt  in  the  wing  are 
made  to  play  a double  part.  Besides 
serving  as  the  fuel  source  for  operation 
of  the  engines,  they  may  he  transformed 
in  case  of  emergency  into  flotation 
equipment.  To  accomplish  this  result, 
the  pilot  pulls  a lever  in  the  cockpit 
which  actuates  a quick  release  valve  on 
a cylinder  of  COg."  Erom  the  cylinder 
the  expanding  COr  flows  to  the  gasoline 
dump  valve  mechanism  which  is  located  on 
the  bottom  of  the  gasoline  tanks.  The 
dump  valves  are  thus  pressed  open,  per- 
mitting the  fuel  to  escape.  liThen  the 
dump  valves  open,  the  COp  is  directed 
automatically  to  an  inlet  orifice  locat- 
ed in  the  top  of  the  gasoline  tank.  The 
opening  in  the  inlet  orifice  is  such 
tnat  a constant  predetermined  pressure 
is  maintained  in  the  tank  during  dis- 
charge of  the  gasoline.  After  the  gaso- 
line has  heen  discharged,  the  dump  valves 
are  closed  to  prevent  entrance  of  water 
into  the  tanks.  Besides  the  fuel  tanks, 
air-tight  tanks  are  huilt  into  the  wing 
to  provide  additional  buoyancy. 

The  chemical  COg  is  used  because  it  is 
an  inert  gas  and  serves  to  reduce  fire 
hazard.  The  system  is  such  that  the  GOp 
may  also  he  used  for  extinguishing  a 
fire  in  the  wings  should  such  occur  dur- 
ing flight. 

Rubberized  Elotation  Bags 

Eor  smaller  air^anes  whicTT'are  to  op- 
erate over  water,  rubberised  fabric  bags 
are  stowed  in  the  wing.  In  case  of  an 
emergency  landing  on  water,  these  bags 
are  automatically  released  and  inflated. 
This  operation  starts  with  a valve  actu- 
ator- on  the  bottom  of  the  airplane.  ^Mien 
the _ airplane  is  submerged  to  a depth  of 
14  inches^or  more,  the  v/ater  sets  up  air 
pressure  in  the  actuator  tube  which  opens 
the  valve  of  a COr  cylinder.  The  trip- 
ping of  the  cylinder  permits  the  flow  of 
gas  to  that  portion  of  the  wing  which 
forms  the  covering  for  the  flotation 
bags. _ A piston  is  actuated  which  pulls 
out  pins  releasing  the  covering,  then 
fills  the  bags  which  snap  into  place 
like  balloons,  on  top  of  a monoplane 
v/ing  or  beneath  the  top  wing  of  a bi- 
plane. An  actuator  tube  is  placed  on 
top  as  well  as  on  the  bottom  of  the  air- 
plane so  that  the  system  is  effective 
whether  the  forced  landing  is  with  the 
airplane  in  normal  position  or  nosed 
over  on  its  back. 

Portable  flotation  gear  for  rescue  and 


salvage  crews  normally  carried  in  boats 
is  also  in  use.  COr  cylinders  are  car- 
ried in  racks  and  connected  with  the  flo- 
tation bags.  The  bags  are  protected  by 
canvas  covers  which  are  hastily  removed 
in  case  of  emergency  before  the  cylinder 
valve  is  opened,  releasing  the  gas  into 
the  bags.  The  bags  inflate  almost  in- 
stantaneously and  are  lashed  to  the  air- 
plane wing  with  ropes.  One  bag  secured 
over  the  center  section  is  sufficient  for 
small  and  medium  size  craft.  Bombard- 
ment ajid  cargo  airplanes  may  require  two 
bags. 

Life  Raft^ 

Standard  equipmeirt  for  'over-water  fly- 
ing is  a life  raft  constructed  of  latex 
rubber  tubes  covered  with  cotton  duck 
and  a rubberized  fabric  bottom.  'Waen 
the  tubes  axe  inflated  a canoe-shaped 
boat  is  formed  with  raised  bow  and  stern. 
Oars,  which  jointed  together  may  be  used 
as  paddles, are  provided.  Three  sizes 
of  rafts  for  various  size  airplanes  pro- 
vide for  the  rescue  of  one,  three,  or 
six  persons.  TLie  color  is  yellow  to  at- 
tract attention  from  the  air.  The  rafts 
are  stowed  in  easy  reach  of  personnel, 
usually  in  the  cockpit.  The  inner  latex 
tubes  are  equipped  with  valves  and  mani- 
folds for  COr  inflation.  The  cylinder 
containing  the  COr  is  attached  to  the 
raft  and  feeds  directly  into  the  tubes. 
The  wei.ght  of  the  three  sizes  varies 
from  36  pounds  for  the  smallest  to  55 
pounds  for  the  six-passenger  type.  A 
short  line  is  attached  in  order  that 
vdien  the  raft  is  tossed  into  the  water 
inflated,  it  may  be  kept  from  floating 
from  the  airplane  until  the  person  or 
persons  have  entered.  Tlie  raft  is  encas- 
ed in  an  easily  removable  canvas  cover 
for  protection  when  not  in  use. 

Present  plans  include  the  stov/ing  of 
the  raft  in  a wing  compartment  - or  side 
of  fuselage  - with  automatic  inflation 
and  release.  A pull  of  a lever  in  the 
cockpit  will  release  pins  which  will 
cause  the  compartment  door  or  cover  to 
fall  off,  tripping  the  valve  of  COr  cyl- 
inder and  causing  the  raft  to  inflate 
and  be  ejected  from  the  compartment. 

Each  raft  is  eq_uipped  with  an  emergency 
signal  kit  containing  six  red  flares  and 
a pyrotechnic  pistol.  In  one  instance, 
a service  flyer  was  kept  afloat  for  five 
days  by  one  of  these  rafts,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  sighted  by  a steam- 
er and  rescued. 

Life  Preserver  Vest 

The  life  preserver  vest  consists  of  a 
two- tube  latex  bladder  with  a fabric 
outer  cover.  The  tulDes  form  an  inverted 
U,  extending  from  the  waistline  in  front, 
with  the  curve  of  the  U around  the  neck. 
Although  normally  both  tubes  are  inflated 
one  tube  will  keep  a person  afloat  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time.  The  second 
tube  a.cts  as  a reserve  in  case  of  a lack 
of  malfunctioning  of  the  first  tube. 
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Mouth  tubes  are  also  provided  for  emer- 
gency suould  the  COg  cylinders  for  any 
reason  fail.  Small CO q cylinders  (.280- 
oz.  capacity)  fit  ixi  holders  attached  to 
I the  vest. 

The  design,  v/hich  brings  the  tubes 
around  the  tack  of  the  neck,  insures 
that  the  person  will  float  face-up  in 
the  water.  In  case  he  were  rendered  un- 
conscious due  to  accident  and  fell  face 
down  in  the  water,  he  would  inane diateiy 
be  turned  face  up. 

The  life  preserver  vest  is  worn  under 
the  parachute  harness.  It  is  inflated 
by  the  pull  of  a cord  which  is  attached 
to  the  Holder  containiiag  the  COp  cylin- 
der. 

Jungle  Kit 

Lesigned  especiairy  Tor  use  in  United 
States  island  possessions  and  Panama  in 
case  of  a forced  landing  in  the  jungles, 
a jungle  kit  has  been  provided  which 
would  supply  immediate  necessities.  This 
kit,  which  is  incorporated  in  the  para- 
chute back  pad,  forming  a cushion,  is  at- 
tached to  the  parachute  harness.  It  is 
fastened  with  an  inter-locking  fastener. 

Neatly  placed  in  water-tight  contain- 
ers in  this  kit  a.re  sufficient  condensed 
food  rations  to  support  life  for  two 
days,  a sma.ll  quantity  of  quinine  and 
iodine,  a prismatic  compass,  a large 
machete  for  protection,  or  for  cutting 
ones  way  through  thick  jungle  under- 
brUvsli,.  a fishhook  in  case  water  is  rear, 
matches,  a mosquito  net  for  the  head, and 
i cartridges  for  the  standard  service  re- 
volver carried  by  Army  personnel  on  such 
flights.  Kit  material  is  cotton  duck, 
similar  to  that  used  in  parachute  pack. 
oOo — - 

AIR  CORPS  EXHIBIT  AT’  CHICAGO  AIR  SHOW 

The  Army  Air  Corps  is  being  well  repre- 
sented at  the  International  Air  Show  in 
Chicago,  111. , Jannary  23th  to  Eebruary 
6th.  Nine  bays,  or  approximately  5,000 
square  feet  of  the  huge  International 
Amphitheatre  Building  were  allotted  for 
Air  Corps  extiibits.  Among  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  are  two  airplanes  and 
an  autogiro.  The  airplanes  are  a 
Curtiss  Attack  and  a Severskj’’  Pursuit  of 
the  most  recent  types.  Tlae  autogirc  is 
a new^Kellett  which  is  being  studied  by 
the ^ Air  Corps  services  for  determination 
of  its  military  value.  A platform  erect- 
ed over  the  fuselage  of  the  A-18  Attack 
lane  enables  visitors  to  view  its  in- 
erior  with  its  myriad  instruments  and 
other  items  of  equipment. 

In  addition  to  these  airplanes,  there 
is  an  exhibit  of  bombs  in  sizes  from  17 
pomids  to  4,000  bombs,  also  .20  and  .50 
caliber  aircraft  machine  gims  and  a .37 
Eim.  aircraft  cannon.  A Pratt  and 
Whitney^ engine  has  been  sectionalized 
) and _ motivated  for  the  information  of 
visitors,  this  ofiering  an  interesting 
study  in  progress  when  conqpared  with  the 
Wright  Brothers’  original  4-cylinder  en- 


gine placed  near  it.  Tlie  most  modern 
types' of  two  and  three-b laded  propellers 
and  a nine-lens  aerial  camera  and  prints 
are  outstanding  items  of  interest.  Two 
transparency  cabinets  present  all  the 
newest  tju^es  of  military  airplanes,  each 
cabinet  containing  24  views.  Moving 
pict'iares  of  Air  Corps  activities,  with 
soun,d  comments  by  Lowell  Thomas  and 
other  commentators  are  sho'.m  twice  a day. 
oOo 

AIR  BASE  COMMANDER  IN  EORGED  LANDING 

Colonel  Davenport  Johnson,  Hamilton 
Field’s  Commanding  Officer,  landed  a 
Douglas  C-33  airplane  in  San  Francisco 
Bay  when,  af'ter  a flight  from  Puockwell 
Field,  Calif.,  both  engines' of  the  giant 
plane  quit  due  to  3 ced  carburetors. 

Colonel  Johnson  and  his  crew,  composed 
of  Lieut.  Colonel  C.E.  Giffin,  Lieut. 
Aubrey  C.  Moore,  Staff  Sgt.  G.A.  Parker 
and  Private  F.A.  McCallum,  had  passed 
over  Oakland  around  5; 00  p.m.  , and  hav- 
ing received  a favorable  wearher  report 
from  Hamilton  Field  had  prepared  for  a 
landing  v/hen  the  incident  occurred,  iloti- 
fying  the  Air  Base  of  the  situation  after 
several  attempts  to  start  the  engines  had 
failed,  Colonel  Johnson  ordered  the 
wheels  retracted  and  the  men  to  prepare 
for  a crash  landing.  Plowing  into  the 
water  in  the  same  manner  as  one  of  the 
flying  boats,  the  plane  remained  intact 
and  floated. 

The  personnel,  receiving  no  injuries, 
then  busied  themselves  preparing  floats 
and  rafts  in  case  they  were  needed.  Due 
to  the  haze,  visibility  v.-as  poor  and  a 
fire  was  built  on  the  wing  to  e-ttract 
attention.  The  radio  operator  was  able 
to  send  messages,  but  could  not  receive. 
The  men  were  rescued  45  minutes  after 
the  landing  by  one  of  the  Richmond  Yacht 
Service  Cornjpany’ s boats,  one  of  the  many 
surface  craft  ordered  out  for  the  search. 

The  0-33,  having  remained  afloat,  was 
towed  to  the  Pan  American  Clipper  sta- 
tion at  Alameda.  It  w’as  not  badly  dam- 
aged and  will  be  in  commission  at  a 
later  date. 

"The  date  of  January  4th  seems  to  be 
one.  of  hazardous  flying  for  the  men  at 
Hamilton  Field,"  declares  the  News  Let- 
ter Correspondent.  "Colonel  Johnson’s 
forced  landing  recalls  to  mind  that  a 
year  ago  almost  to  the  hour  on  January 
4th,  Lieut.  H.S.  Znieriom  and  Private 
H.E.  P.obertc  disappeared  in  a blinding 
wind  and  rainstorm  wiien  approaching  the 
field  for  a lauding.  Bits  of  wreckage 
of  the.t  crash  were  scattered  over  a radi- 
us of  300  yards,  muto  evidence  of  the 
terrific  inroact." 

• oOo  — 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department 
announce  the  relief  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Joseph  T.  McNarney  from  duty  v/ith  the  GHQ 
Air ^ Force,  Langley  Field,  Va. , and  his 
assignment  to  duty  at  Hqrs.  6th  Corps 
Area,  Gnicago,  111.,  about  July  1,  1938. 

5-  V-7621,  A. C. 


LIEUT.  LEE'S  S:{PSRISHCBS  IN  A PHILIPPI!®  TYPHOON 


On  Decembei-  Sth,  l3.st,  the  nev/spapers 
throughout  this  country  carried  a dis- 
patch to  the  effect  that  Lieut.  Y/illiam 
Lee,  Air  Corps,  accompanied  by  Major 
Genere.l  Santos  and  Colonel  Segundo,  of 
the  Philippine  Army,  flying  in  a trans- 
ort  airplane,  were  missing  following 
he  typhoon  which  sv/ept  the  Philippine 
Islands  on  December  Oth. 

Four  days  later,  the  missing  officers 
v;erG  located  on  Anirong  Island  by  Lieut. 
Alfred  tiiaxwell,  pilot  of  one  of  a number 
of  Air  Corps  planes  engaged  in  the 
search  for  them, 

Lieut,  Lee's  ovm  story  of  his  exper- 
iences during  this  flight,  his  landing 
on  a small,  unknovm  island,  his  several 
days'  stay  there  during  a furious  v/ind 
and  continuous  rain,  and  his  subsequent 
rescue  is  recounted  below,  vix : 

The  following  radiogram  was  received 
at  Cebu  at  7:28  AM, , December  6,1937 
from  Philippine  Army  Headquarters , Manilas 
"Number  one  typhoon  signal  hoisted 
three  near  over  Tablas  Island  mov- 
ing northwest  or  \/est  by  Vifeather  Ob- 
servatory, Manila.'* 

This  message  v/as  signed  by  operator  on 
duty  KZPT,  liiianila.  In  addition  to  the 
above  telegram.,  I heard  the  v/eather  re- 
port which  T/as  broadcasted  from  L!anila 
around  7:00  Jdil  on  December.  6th,  and 
which  was  the  same  as  published  in  Ula- 
nila  Bulletin  on  the  same  date.  The 
above  telegram  and  the  \7eather  report 
broadcasted  led  me  to  believe  that 
weather  conditions  were  not . favorable 
over  the  usual  route  flown  from  Cebu  to 
Manila,  v/hich  is  from  Cebu  over  the 
northern  part  of  Negros,  northern  part 
of  Panay  up  the  east  coast  of  Mindoro 
and  over  Ba.tangase  However,  it  vi/as  be- 
lieved that  favorable  flying  conditions 
would  be  found  over  the  other  route, 
which  is  from  Cebu  to  Masbate  and  up 
the  Bondoc  Peninsula,  Vie  had  been  de- 
layed one  day  at  Dumaguete  and  one  day 
at  Cebu  on  account  of  weather.  General 
Santos  was  suffering  from  an  infection 
of  the  foot  and  all  of  us  thought  we 
should  soon  get  to  I.!!anilao  I was  per- 
sonally anxious  to  get  to  Manila  be- 
cause I wanted  to  have  an  engine  check 
made  on  our  plane  and  return  promptly 
to  Cagayan,  Oriental  Misaraisjto  check 
the  airplane  which  Lt,  Andrews  had  dam- 
aged in  landingjbef ore  he  attempted  to 
fly  it  back  to  Manila,  Hov/evsr,  had  I 
knovm  that  v/e  would  encounter  such  haz- 
ardous flying  conditions,  I naturally 
would  never  have  left  Cebu, 

In  this  connectioni  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  the  flight  comma.ndei'’  in 
this  case,  myself,  is  solely  responsi- 
ble of  determining  when  a flight  should 
begin.  Neither  General  Santos  nor  any 
other  high  ranking  Philippine  Army  Offi- 
cers urged  me  to  start  when  I did.  Nev- 
er had  any  passenger  of  mine  asked  me 


I to  m.ake  a flight  v;hich,  in  my  own  judg- 
1 m;ent , I believed  to  be  dangerous  or 
I hazardous.  High  ranking  Philippine 
I Army  officials  have  always  left  to  me 
; all  decisions  regarding  flying.  I have 
I flown  in  the  Philippine  Islands  since 
j March,  1935  and  have  been  over  the 
I routes  between  here  and  Cebu  many  times, 
j Believing  that  the  weather  ms  favor- 
i able  for  flying  conditions,  I made  the 
I decision  to  leave  Cebu  on  the  morning 
I of  December  6th  over  the  Masbate  route 
I and  advised  the  District  Commander  of 
i Cebu  to  send  a radiogram  at  Army  Head 
quarters  advising  them  about  the  ro.ute 
which  v/e  were  taking.  It  ?/as  my  idea 
that  we  would  not  encounter  any  hazard- 
our  flying  conditions  and  that  if  we 
did,  we  could  land  at  IviaBbate,  Legaspi, 
Pili,  Daet  or  Ps.racale  in  case  the 
weather  became  too  bad. 

Me  cleared  the  airdrome  at  Cebu  at 
8;35  AM  on  December  6th,  having  no 
other  information  about  the  v/eather 
other  than  that  above  stated  and  flew  a 
course  of  350  degrees  which  brought  us 
aporoximately  over  the  city  of  Masbate 
at' about  10;00  AM,  Me  v/ere  flying  some 
seven  to  eight  thousand  feet  in  order 
to  clear  scattered  clouds.  After  pass- 
ing over  Masbate,  I steered  a course  of 
3it  degrees  which  would  have  brought  us 
up  the  southwest  coast  of  the  Bondoc 
Peninsula.  After  flying  this  course  | 
for  some  time  (l  don''t  remember  how 
long)  and  after  reaching  the  point  of 
Bondoc  Peninsula,  the  clouds  became 
heavy  and  quite  thick,.  Directly  ahead 
of  us,  and  on  our  left  or  to  the  west, 
the  clouds  were  much  thicker  and  weath- 
er conditions  looked  unfavorableo  On 
our  right  or  to  the  East  the  clouds 
were  lov/er  and  flying  conditions  look- 
ed favorable.  Also,  I had  the  several 
fields  I have  mentioned  above  in  mind 
in  case  of  emergency  landings,  so  I 
turned  to  the  course  of  70  degrees  and 
flew  this  course  for  approximately  30 
minutes  v/hich  brought  me  out  over 
Camarines  Norte  south  of  Daeto  To  my 
left,  or  approximately  330  degrees,  the 
weather  appeared  to  be  breaking,  so  I 
headed  the  ship  on  a course  of  330  de- 
grees and  flew  along  the  northeast 
i coast  of  Camarines  Norte  some  distance 
from  the  shore  line.  Me  xrere  then  fly- 
ing approximately  11,000  feet.  Me  en- 
countered quite  a fe\7  thunderheads ,the 
larger  ones  we  flew  around  and  the  small- 
er ones  we  flew  through  by  instrument s- 
Hov/ever,  none  required  more  than  a min- 
ute to  two  minutes  to  get  through  them. 
Off  to  my  left  which  \7as  west,  the 
v/eather  looked  bad,  but  straight  ahead 
Yi/'eather  conditions  appeared  to  be  all 
right  at  the  altitude  of  v/hich  v/e  v/ere  ^ 

I flying.  This  led  me  to  believe  that  I 
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could  go  around  the  had  weather  on  the 
left  and  get  into  Manila  without  en-_ 
countering  any  hazardous  flying  condi- 
tions* Straight  ahead  ms  one  fairly 
thick  thunderhead  into  which  I flew® 

V/lien  I fle¥/  through  it, which  required 
about  two  iiiinutes,  I looked  to  see  if 
the  other  txw  ships  were  follov/ing*  I 
did  not  see  Lt.  Francisco  who  was  flying 
on  mj'"  right,  but  I did  see  Lt.  Sales  who 
v;as  flying  on  my  left.  He  had  apparent- 
ly lost  me  in  the  cloud 5 so  he  turned 
av/ay  to  the  left  and  was  losing  altir- 
tude  going  in  opposite  direction  from 
which  I v/as.  It  appeared  that  he  was 
planning  to  get  down  below  the  heavy 
clouds.  From  this  time  on,  I never  saw 
either  of  the  two  ships  again,  but  short- 
ly after  Lt.  Sales  left  us,  we  encounter- 
ed heavy  thick  weather,  however,  not 
dark  nor  storny, 

I had  to  resort  to  my  instruments  v/ith 
the  hope  that  tho  heavy  thick  clouds  I 
had  encountered  v/ould  only  last  for  a 
few  minutes,  but  after  some  10  minutes 
of  flying,  it  appeared  that  we  would  not 
run  out  of  these  clouds.  I then  changed 
my  course  to  the  west.  I flew  that 
course  for  several  minutes  and  then 
headed  south  for  several  minutes.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time,  I was  flying  by  in- 
struments. Realizing  that  I was  in 
something  bad  and  that  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  get  out,  I decided  to  lose  al- 
titude so  that  I could  pick  up  land  and 
water.  I v/as  not  sure  of  our  exact  po- 
sition, but  thought  that  I might  be  over 
the  mountains  on  the  east  coast  of  Luzon. 
I therefore  decided,  in  order  to  play 
safe,  that  I had  better  fly  an  easterly 
course  for  a fev;  minutes  so  that  I would 
be  more  or  less  sure  of  being  over  mter 
and  therefore  not  run  into  mountains 
v/hile  flying  by  instruments  and  while 
losing  altitudes 

After  flying  a few  minutes  oast,  I 
started  losing  altitude  gradually  in  a 
big  spiraling  turn.  After  losing  alti- 
tude to  approximately  6,000  feet  I could 
tell  that  we  wero  over  water  and  the^ 
thoughts  of  hitting  mountains  were  dis- 
missed. At  this  time,  I advised  General 
Santos  and  Col.  Segundo  to  get  the  life 
vests  from  behind  the  back  seat  and 
blow  them  up  by  mouth  and  put  them  on. 
(These  life  vests  are  automatically  oper 
ated  by  pulling  a small  cord  which  re- 
leases the  gas  from  the  container  which 
inflates  them.)  However,  I told  them  to 
conserve  this  gas  and  instructed  them  to 
blow  their  life  preservers  up  by  mouth® 
They  each  got  a life  preserver  and  hlew 
them  up,  I instructed  them  as  to  how  to 
put  them  on.  After  they  had  put  on 
their  life  preservers,  I asked  Col.  Se- 
gundo to  get  one  for  me  and  blow  it  up, 
believing  that  we  would  eventually  have 
to  land  in  the  water.  I v/as  taking  this 
precaution  to  be  prepared  so  that  any 
possibilities  of  drov/ning  v/ould  be  les- 
sened, \^hen  Col.  Segundo  started  to 


blov/  up  my  life  preserver,  he  sighted 
land  from  his  side  of  the  airplane.  I 
made  a steep  bank  and  picked  up  the 
land  that  he  sighted  and  kept  this  in 
view  while  I rapidly  lost  altitude  dov/n 
to  approximately  200  feet, 

Vi/hen  I got  down,  I could  see  several 
small  islands  I hov/ever,  not  as  distinct 
as  on  a clear  day,  but  I could  see 
their  outlines  and  could  tell  the 
height  of  hills,  etc.,  on  them.  I did 
not  know  what  group  of  islands  they 
?/ere,  but  I knev/  that  it  v/ould  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  get  much  farther  as 
our  gas  v/as  running  lov/  (having  40  or 
45  minutes  of  gas  left),  so  I began  to 
look  for  a beach  on  v/hich  to  land.  Af- 
ter circling  two  islands,  I picked  up  a 
sandy  beach  on  one  and  decided  to  land. 
Soon  after,  getting  do^/m  to  where  we 
could  see  and  we  could  distinguish 
land,  General  Santos  v/anted  to  knov/  if 
we  were  going  to  jump  and  I advised  him 
’*No*‘  and  that  they  should  keep  their 
safety  bolts  as  tight  as  possible  be- 
cause I v/as  afraid  that  if  I landed  on 
a beach,  that  I might  nose  the  airplane 
up  which  mdght  injure  them.  After 
spotting  this  beach,  I decided  that 
this  v/as  the  best  place  to  get  down 
and  made  a wide  circle  over  the  water 
heading  the  airplane  into  the  wind, 
throttled  dov/n  the  engine  and  came  in 
for  a landing.  The  wind  v/as  blov/ing 
very  strong  and  the  sand  v/as  very  soft 
(the  v/heels  sank  into  the  sand  some  six 
to  eight  inches),  so  when  I landed,  I 
did  not  roll  more  than  50  to  60  feet 
and  just  as  the  plane  stopped  rolling, 
it  nosed  up  which  was  due  to  the  soft 
sand  acting  as  a brake  on  wheels.  One 
blade  of  the  propeller  ’/as  slightly 
bent  and  this  v/as  the  only  damage  done 
to  the  plane.  This  was  at  12j25  PM, 
December  6th. 

\/hen  the  airplane  nosed  up,  our  hats 
and  portfolios  which  we  had  on  the  back 
seat  fell  forv/ard.  Immediately  after 
landing, Col®  Segundo  opened  the  door 
on  his  side,  permitting  our  hats  to 
fall  cut.  I managed  to  rescue  my  11- 
year  old  Stetson,  but  had  to  abandon 
Col.  Segundo*  s which  v/as  in  very  deep 
v/ater.  Irm-nediately,  I rushed  back  to 
the  plane  and  told  them  that  if  we 
could  pull  the  plane  do’.m  to  normal  po- 
sition v/e  could  stay  in  it,  sheltered 
from  the  wind  and  rain.  I got  a rope 
out  of  the  baggage  compartment  and 
then  over  the  tail.  General  Santos  and 
I pulled  it  ’//hilo  Col.  Segundo  lifted 
the  nose  and  without  trouble,  v/e  pulled 
the  tail  down  and  had  the  air’plane  in  a 
normal  position.  We  climbed  into  the 
cabin  and  for  a fev/  minutes  discussed 
matters,  trying  to  determine  exactly 
v/here  v/e  v/ere.  Very  shortly,  a man  (he 
and  his  v/ife  were  the  only  “inhabitants 
on  the  island)  came  up  to  the  airplane. 
General  Santos  and  Col.  Segundo  talked 
with  him  for  several  minutes  and  veri- 
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ified  our  positionj  v/hich  v/as  Anirong 
Island.  They  also  negotiated  for  some 
food  and  water#  The  old  man  went  av/ay 
and  within  30  minutes  he  returned  witn 
a big  pot  of  steaming  rice  and  nine  hard' 
boiled  eggs  and  t?/o  large  fresh  cocoa-.. - 
nutsj  to  us,  a feast.  General  Santos 
gave  him  a peso  which  I considered  a 
most  brilliant  investment.  Soon  a.fter 
the  old  timer  left,  the  rain  slackened. 
General  Santos  and  Col,  Segundo  decided 
to  do  a little  reconnoitering  and  to 
find  some  stakes  which  I wanted  to  use 
in  tying  dovrn  the  plane,  Thej’’  returned 
with  the  old  man,  v/ho  had  stakes  and  a 
bolo  which  v/e  used  in  securing  the  plane 
to  prevent  it  from  being  blov/n  away.  Vie 
decided  to  stay  in  the  plane  for  the 
night , 

V/hile  General  Santos  and  Col, Segundo 
had  been  in  the  old  man's  nipa  hut  'hey 
talked  of  the  possibilities  of  existing 
for  an  indefinite  period  in  the  islands. 
They  estimated  that  they  had  some  fif- 
teen big  chickens,  one  pig  of  about  30 
or  40  pounds,  plenty  of  cocoanuts , three 
big  sacks  of  rice  and  other  food,  as 
well  as  plenty  of  fresh  rain  v/ater.  Ob- 
viously ,¥;e  v/ere  in  no  immediate  danger 
of  starvation. 

Shortly  after  it  began  to  get  dark, 
the  wind  appeared  to  be  stronger  and  we 
decided  to  leave  the  airplane  for  fear 
that  we  ¥/ould  be  blown  out  to  the  sea 


his  airplane  advising  mo  that  they  had 
landed  safely  near  Infanta.  That  was 
the  best  and  most  welcomed  news  that  I 
have  ever  received. 

Throughout  the  time  in  the  island, 
tl^e  wind  blew  furiously  and  we  had  con- 
tinuous rain.  We  knev/  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  airplanes  to  make  a search 
for  us  in  such  v/eather  conditions  and 
decided  that  we  would  have  to  remain 
lost  and  unheard  from  for  an  indefinite 
period,  since  it  was  impossible  for  our 
host  to  take  a banca  and  go  to  Burdeos 
with  a message. 

General  Santos  had  two  books  and  I 
had  several  magazines  with  v/hich  we 
tried  to  pass  the  time,  but  about  every 
10  minutes,  I virould  go  to  the  door  of 
the  hut  and  make  an  estimate  of  the 
weather  conditions.  The  first  symptoms 
of  any  possibility  of  a weather  break 
was  Wednesday  night,  December  8th.  Col- 
onel Segundo  spotted  the  moon  and  a few 
stars  shining  through  a broken  place  in 
the  clouds,  ‘We  predicted  good  weather 
j for  the  following  morning,  but  were 
very  badly  disappointed  within  an  hour 
when  it  was  again  raining  hard#  It 
rained  on  Thursday  until  about  2:00  PM, 
when  it  started  to  clear.  About  5^00 
o'clock,  we  heard  an  e.irplane  and  fig- 
ured the  search  was  on  and  we  were 
shortly  to  be  found.  We  rushed  to  the 
i beach  and  saw  an  airplane  some  10  miles 
a?/ay  at  approximately  4,000  feet  head- 


wit  h it,  I got  my  flashlight  out  of  my  , , 

handbag  and  we  started  for  the  man’s  hut.,  ing  for  Manila,  Through  my  field  glass-/ 
Yie  walked' only  some  50  yards  through  the  i ©s,  I identified  it  as  a_P“12  (Pursuit),! 
cocoanut  groves  v/hen  the  flashlight  v/ent 
out.  The  wind  was  blowing  30  miles  an 
hour;  darkness  was  almost  complete  and 
rain  fell  in  torrents.  Luck  was  against 
us,  but  we  determined  to  get  to  the  old 
man's  house.  We  held  hands  in  order  not 


to  get  lost  from  each  other,  and  after 
stumbling  around  over  logs , brush  and 
bogs,  v/e  spotted  a light  and  headed 
straight  for  it,  V/hen  v/e  got  to  the 
hut,  a small  fire  v/as  going.  We  spent 
a very  miserable  night  trying  to  keep 
warm  and  sleep  at  the  same  time,  I v/as 
up  and  down  all  night  putting  wood  on 
the  fire  and  warming  myself,  I could 
not  do  much  sleeping  for  several  rea- 
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but  had  no  idea  who  v/as  flying  it,  or 
where  they  had  been#  I later  learned 
that  it  v/as  Capt#  Lev/is  who  had  made  a 
rush  trip  to  Jomalig  Island  to  see  if 
v/8  had  landed  there#  He  v/as  on  his  v/ay 
back  to  kaanila,  and  at  that  time  he 
only  had  sufficient  daylight  time  to 
get  home  before  dark. 

The  following  morning,  which  v/as  Fri- 
day morning,  the  v/eather  v/as  clear  and 
favorable o At  about  9:00  i\Mo  we  sight- 
ed tv/o  .0-19 ’s  (observation  planes) 
heading  southeast.  They  wore  soon  lost 
from  sight,  but  about  9:30  AM,  v/e  spot- 
ted an  0-19  heading  directly  for  the 
island#  Shortly  before  reaching  the 


sons:  I was  cold;  I was  trying  to  sleep  ! island,  v/e  heard  the  motor  throttle 


on  a hard  board  floor  v/ith  a sack  of 
rice  for  a pillov/;  then,  also,  I had 
Lts.  Sales  and  Francisco  in  mind# 

The  leader  of  any  flight  in  aviation, 
regardless  of  the  size,  is  always  re- 
sponsible for  his  men  that  are  flying 
the  other  planes.  In  this  particular 
case,  I figured  that  there  v/as  a possi- 
bility that  both  Lts,  Sales  and  Francis- 
co had  become  involved  in  even  v/orse 
difficulties  than  ourselves,  and  I felt 
that,  if  the  worst  had  happened,  I 
would  be  responsible  for  having  led. them 
to  their  death#  This  was  not  only  a 
source  of  worry  to  me  during  this  first 
night,  but  for  every  night  thereafter 
until  Lt,  Maxwell  dropped  a note  from. 


-18- 


down  and  the  plane  started  on  a long 
glide  and  we  knew  that  the  pilot  had 
sighted  our  plane#  The  plane  circled 
our  plane  and  then  circled  over  us.  He 
flew  around  for  several  miniites,  then 
came  back  and  dropped  us  a message 
which  advised  us  that  Lts,  Sales  and 
and  Francisco  had  landed  safely  at  In- 
fanta^  and  that  he  would  send  an  amphib- 
ian airplane  to  pick  us  up  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  message  v/as  signed  by 
Lt,  Maxwell  v/ho  v/8.s  the  pilot  to  dis- 
cover use  He  is  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Second  Observation  Squadron  at 
Nichols  Field  and  has  been  in  the  Phil- 
ippines since  January,  1935o  He  is  due 
to  return  to  the  States  in  February, 
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1938,  but  there  are  at  least  three  per~ 
sons  in  the  Islands  v/ho  will  keep  him 
fresh  in  their  memories o 

At  6:30  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  Ded- 
embor  10th,  our  iiost  and  his  v.dfe  left 
in  their  banca  for  Burdeos  with  a mes- 
sage that  \fe  had  drafted,  to  be  sent  to 
the  Ad.jutant  General,  in  IJanila.  This 
message  was  to  bo  sent  to  Polillo  by 
runner  and  our  host  was  to  get  a launch 
at  Burdeos  and  return  to  the  islands 
for  us.  He  returned  to  the  island 
about  11s  00  AM  vrith  the  launch^  Al- 
though, by  this  time,  v/e  had  been  dis- 
covered by  the  U.Se  Array  Air  Corps,'  we 
kept  the  launch  until  we  sighted  the 
rescue  plane  actually  coming  for  usc 
At  lls50  am  the  amphibian,  piloted  by 
Capt.  S.Ee  Prudhomrne,  landed,  V/e  got 


our  baggage  and  took  off  at  12:20  PM 
and  landed  at  Nichols  Field  at  1:05  PM 
Recently  I heard  some  discussion  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  V/eather  Bureau 
had  rendered  us  efficient  service.  It 
dido  In  ray  years  of  flying  in  the 
Philippines,  the  v/eather  Bureau  has 
been  of  the  utmost  help  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  I can  say  only  that  I hope 
it  continues  to  render  as  good  service 
in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  pasto 
For  Ltso  Sales  and  Francisco,  pilots 
of  tho  other  two  planes,  this  was  an 
invaluable,  never  forgettable  lesson. 
Certainly,  it  was  for  raeo  I must  say. 
too,  that  it  wa&  the  worst  predicament 
tliB.t  I have  ever  gotten  into  during  my 
flying  caraero  I shall  not  seek 
another. 
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Pilots  of  the  Pursuit  Squadrons  com- 
posing the  Ist  Pursu.it  Group  at  Selfridge 
Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  are  being  put 
through  a rigid  series  of  examinations. 

The  p-urpose  of  these  tests  is  to  insure, 
as  far  as  is  humani-y  possible,  ’chat  Air 
Force  pilots  understand  and  obey  the  many 
changes  in  procedure,  both  on  the  ground 
and  in  the  air,  which  have  occurred  in 
the  last  few  months. 

These  examinations  are  given  periodic- 
ally from  month  to  month  apd  must  be 
passed  with  a score  of  lOO^o  by  every 
pilot  of  the  Group.  Those  who  fail  to  | 
make  a grade  of  100^;^  on  the  first  examin-| 
ation  are  given  one'  week  in  which,  to  I 
qualifv  themselves  for  reexamination.  A | 6. 
t^ical  get  of  questions  for  one  of 
these  examinations  follows: 

I .  Bef initions. 

1.  What  is  a TTight "plan'''an3  what  does 

it  contain? 

2,  Wliat  is-  a controlled  airport? 

5.  Vi/hat  is  a controlled  :sone? 

4.  Describe  a controlled  zone  of  inter 

section. 

5.  Describe  "Center  of  Controlled  Zone 

of  Intersection, " 

6.  Describe  "Green  Zone  of  Intersection, " 

"Amber  Zone  of  Intersection, " "Red 
Zone  of  Intersection. " 

7.  Describe  "Zone  of  Intersection 

Priority. " 

8.  What  is  an  alternate  airport? 

9.  V/hat  is  a contact  flight. 

II.  Flight  Ru.les,  General 

1.  Aircraft  appr cacETng  for  a ’ landing 

shall  maintain  a straight  glide  path, 
for  how  many  feet  before  crossing 
the  airport  boundary? 

2.  When  two  aircraft  are  crossing  courses 

at  anproxinately  the  same  altitude, 
whicK  aircraft  has  the  right  of  way? 

3.  Upon  approaching  cr  overtaking  air- 

craft, v/hich  way  shall  aircraft  give 
way  (right  or  left)? 

III,  Flight  Pules  Contact. 

1.  ■'ijhaf'are  flight  altifiade  rules  for 

contact  flights  on  a civil  airway? 


Tfhat  are  considered  minimum  safe 
altitudes? 

What  are  the  restrictions  for  con- 
tact flights  within  a controlled 
zone,  with  respect  to  distance  be- 
low an  overcast? 

What  are  the  restrictions  for  con- 
tact flights  within  a controlled 
zone,  with  respect  to  the  distance 
above  an  overcast  or  thin  cloud 
level? 

a.  "yhat  are  the  weather  minimums 
outside  a controlled  zone  for  day 
contact  flights  at  cr  belov/  1000 
feet  above  the  ground?  b.  Ahove 
1000  feet  abov>e  the  ground? 
a.  What  are  v/eather  minimums  outside 
a controlled  zone  for  night  contact 
flights  at  cr  below  1000  feet  above 
the  ground?  b.  Above  1000  feet 
above  the  ground? 

7.  If  weather  conditions  while  enroute 
on  a contact  flight  change  to  be- 
low mi-n^mums,  wnat  is  required  of 
'the  pilot? 

IV.  Instrument  Fligh t s 

1.  What  are  the  instrmient  f'TTght  alti- 
'tudes  for  Green,  Amber  and  Red 
Airways  ? 

2.  What  are  the  instrument  flight  alti- 
tudes off  tho  Civil  A-irways? 

(j  3.  What  is  tho  procedure  for  an  instru- 
ment flight  on  an  Airber  Airway 
• proceeding  thru  an  Amber  Zone  of 

I intersoction  to  (a)  continue 

flight  on  an  Amber,  (b)  to  t'urn 
[ right  on  Red,  (c)  turn  left  on 

Red? 

— oOo 

A-  Douglas  0A-4A  was  recently  ferried 
to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , by  1st  Lt. 
John  K.  Gerhart,  Air  Corps,  from 
Langloy  Field,  Va.  Tliis  "duck"  is  to 
be  used  for  rescue  work  over  Lakes  Erie, 
E'oron  and  St.  Clair.  A new  steel  ?/ing 
has  been  installed  on  this  aii’plane, 
replacing  the  o3d  type. 

-ID- 


KEEPING  PURSUIT  PILOTS  ON  THEIR  TOES 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


V~7621,  A.C. 


OBITUARIES 


Twc  premising  yonng  officers  vre.re  lost  to^the 
Air  Corns  as  the  resnlt  cf  an  nnf ort-unats  air- 
plane accident  on  January  21,  1938,  at  Overhill, 
ll.C.  , t-wo  miles  north  of  Pope  Eield,  Eort^Bragg, 
IT.  G.,  when  an  0-46A  slrjlane,  piloted  hy^  Second 
Lieut.  Leviris  E.  Countway,  Air  Reserve,  with  1st 
Lieut.  Earle  T.  MacArthur,  Air  Corps,  passenger, 
crashed  and  "burst  into  flames. 

Lieiit.  ]).fe,cArthur  ■'/vas  horn  at  Atoka,  Oklahoma,, 
August  27,  1907.  After  passing  through  grermar 
schools  and  high  school,  ho  attei^ed  the  Eew 
Mexico  Iviilitary  Institute  for  one  year,  and  the 
College  cf  Engineering,  University  cf  Colrradc, 
for  t’/ro  years.  • Eoi’  2o  years  he  was  a meiribei  of 
the  157th  Infantry,  Colorado  Eaticnal  G'aard. 

Appointed  a flying  cadet  in  the  Air  Corps,  he 
graduated  on  June  27,  1929,  from  the  Prinary 
PPying  Cchccl  at  Iferch  licld,  Calrf* , and  fxom 
tha  Advanced  Fl:/ing  Schocl,  Kolly^ Field,  Texas, 
where  ha  specialized  in  Attack  Aviation,  on 
Octoher  12,  1929,  on  which  date  he  rvas  rated  as 
"Airplane  Pilot"  and  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieuter.ant  in  the  Air  Reserve. 

Lieut,  MacArthur  -^vas  assigned  to  extended  ac- 
tive duty  at  Port  Crockett,  Galveston,  Te^s, 
where  he  v/as  stationed  until  i/iarch  9,  193c, 
serving  first  with  the  BCuh  Service  Spuadron 
and  later  with  the  9Cth  Attack  Squadron.  He 
passed  the  exemimticn  for  appeintment  in  the 
Eeg-olar  Arnr,'-,  srA  was  coKmissioned  a Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps,  with  rank  from 
January  6,  1930. 

Ordered  to  duty  in  Hawaii,  Lieut.  lAacArthur 
served  with  the  75th  Service  Souadrrn  at 
7/heeler  Field  to  Aferch  23,  1935,  when,  he  was 
transferred  to  Chanute  Eield,  Rantcul,  111.  , 
where  he  served  wuth  the  dSth  Pursuit  oquadron 
until  September  16,  1935,  and  then  enuered  as 
student  in  the  Aerial  Photographic  course  at 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School.  He  graduated 


ASST.  SECRET  ART  CE  tAR  "VISITS  MARCH  EIELL 
By  the  Rows  Letter  Corresnendent  , 

t 

"Americans  present  aircreuft  is  the  largest  ^ 
and  finest  in  the  world.  But  our  plans  for  the 
futiire  extend  further,  and  you  may  say  that; 
the  A.rmy  is  ready,**  said  the  Eon.^  Louis  A.  ^ 
Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  upen  ds 

arrival  at  March  Eield  by  air  on  ^.^anttary  3rd, 

last.  X 

I.ir.  Johnson*  s visit  to  the  West  Coast  was 
the  result  of  an  invitati'^n  extended  bj’-  Mr. 

Earl  C.  GiLmore,  Prelsident  of  the  Gilmore  Oil 
Comcany  and  President  of  tne  Los  Angeles  ^ 
Cnapter  of  the  Army  Ordnamo  Association,  tm:, 
Johnson  was  guest  cf  hon/ r speaker  ut  a 

banquet  held  by  the  Association  at  the  Univer- 
sity Club  in  Los  Angeles.  He  speke  on  War 
Refe'^endum,  a 1/fcnace  to  Peace."  In  the  course 
of  his  address  he  stated  that^'We  are  prepared. 

1 We  have  contracts  right  jiovt  with  more  tbian 


10,0CC  large  manuf acturers , many  of  ^ them  in^ 

• s Angeles,  -pledging  them  to  st;ep  into  action 


Los  Ang'-^^^,  ^ 

the  minute  they  arc  needed,  if  war^ comes. 
These  firms  are  equipped  or  can  quickly  equip 
themselves  for  any  emergency  they  may  be  call- 
ed upi^n  to  meet.*'  . . 

The  banquet  vras  attended  by  Colonel  Pirie, 
Air  Base  Ccxmand-ei’,  llarch  Eield;  members  of^ 


from  this  School,  -ivith  the  rating  cf  "Superior 


on  June  .30,  193S,  and  was  then  transferred  to 
duty  at  Pope  Eield,  Port  Bragg,  R.G. 


Lieut.  Gountway  ■'/as  born  at  Q\iincy,  Mass.  , 
November  27,  1914.  He  a-htended  grammar 
schools  and  high  schools  in  that  city,  ana  in 
1936  graduated  from,  the  Northeastern  Uni -varsity. 
Enlisting  as  a Plying  Cadet  J-uia  25,  1936,  he 
graduated  from  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
Rai-dolph  Eield,  Texas,  Eebrp.ar7  25,  1937,  and 
from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  June  30,  1937,  specializing  in  Observa.- 
tion  Aviation,  anh  being  rated  as  Airplane 
Pilot  ami  Airplane.  Observer  as  of  that  date. 

He  -was  conmissicned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
Air  Reserve  cn  that  date  and  assigned  to  active 
duty  for  a period  cf  three  yeexs  at  Pope  Field, 
Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 


; the  Ordnance  As  so  cj.  at  ion,  ssxd.  prcminenu  busi- 
■ness  men  and  political  leaders  of  Southern 
' Califernia. 

7/liile  in  Southern  Califor^a,  Mm.  Johnson 
1 inspected  March  Field  and  airplan.©  factories  a 
I in  the  Los  Aiageles  n»trcpolitan  area,  l-pon  | 
his  arri-val  at  March  Field,  he  -was  met  by 
I Colonel  Pirie  and  his  staff. 

! From  Los  Angeles,  Mk.  Johnson  flew  to  3^ 

1 Francisco,  vfhere  he  spoke  on  "Industrial  i-ro- 
i bilizaticn,"  and^from  San  Francisco  to  Port- 
i land,  Oregon,  -where  he  was  t'ne  guest  spealcer 
I at  the  "Jackson  Ray  Rinner.*’ 

! The  C-32  in  which  Mr.  Johnson  was  flying  -was 
i piloted  by  Lieuts.  J-W.  Persons  ^d  Jesse 
' Auten,  of  Bolling  Field,  D-o.  Lieut.  ^Auton, 
iirc  Johnson*  s aide,  ^/-as  recently^  stationed  at 
liiaroh  Field.  The  'officers  of  this  station 
j greatly  enjioyed  renewung  acq-uamtanceship 
I with  this  splendid  young  officer. 

; oOo 


Staff  Sergeant  Preston  A.  Cuthbertson,  star 
tioned  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C- , w^s^appeint^  a 


Technical  Sergeant , Air  Corps,  J8X.mrj-  <iC, 

. ^ L 7 jr»  j_  _T 1 TR2  ^ TO  I 


,1933,  to  fill  a vacarcy  at  iiitchel  Field,  N.. 
'For  the  Tiresent,  Teolinical  Sergeant  Cuthbert- 
son vrill  remain  on  detached  service  at  Foru 
Bragg. 

— — cOo 


The  deep  sympat'ny  of  the  Air  Corps  is  ext.end- 
ed  to  the  bereaved  families  of  these  young  ofii- 
cars  v/ho  died  in  the  service. 

oOo 


Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  l>^ich.  , has  thj: 


'anusrml  honor  of  having  the  twin  rarking^  )f 


1- 


cers  of  tha  Air  Coi-ps  on  the  lield  w-i  .-.in  a 


fe-w  hours  of  one  another.  Mis,, or  General  Fian 
Ivl.  Andi'ew/s , Coinmnding  the  GEQ  Air  Force, 
rived  on  Jamoarn^-  12th  and  lalt  at  ICjSO  a.rr.. 


on  the  13th.  At  1:C0  p.m.  , Mader  General  iH 

,-.11  A • .-N 


'XJ.  WXJ.  .A.  ^ ^ j-  - - 7 — s. 

I Osoar  WestcT-er,  Chief  cf  the  Air  Corps,  dror 
! -pod  in  from  Cleveland  and  remained  overnight 
orl  V-7e21,  A.C. 
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THE  ARMY  AIR  CORPS  FOR  1937  - A REVIEV^  ’ 

Ed.  Note!  The  review  of  Air  Corps  activities  and  of  various  aeromutical  events  during  the 
calendar  year  1937,  as  hereinafter  given,  is  not  intended  as  a full  and  complete 
chronology  thereof.  The  necessary  time  required  to  conduct  the  research  work  in- 
cident to  the  oonpilation  of  a complete  chronology  has  not  been  available.  Fur- 
thermore, space  is  lacking  for  the  publication  of  a more  conplete  report.  It  is 
believed,  hovrever,  that  the  chronology  of  events  given  here?  Jiculd!.  afford  the 
reader  a fair  idea  of  the  various  activities  in  which  the  Air  Corps  was  engaged 
during  the  past  year. 


CHRONOLOGY  , 

Personnel  - Appointments,  Changes,  etc.  ■ 

The  first  Arny  Air  Corps  officer  to  achieve  j 

the  distinction  of  being  appointed  a permanent  | 

general  officer  of  the  line  of  the  Army  was  | 

Brigadier  General  Henry  C.  Pratt,  whose  rank 
dates  from  January  1,  1937. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  Olds  was  on  Lfe,rch  6th 
appointed  Connanding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Bombard- 
ment Group,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 

I succeeding  Lieut,  Colonel  Charles  B.  Oldfield, 
who  was  placed  in  cormand  of  all  Air  Corps  ac-  | 
tivities  at  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.  1 

Brigadier  General  Gerald  C.  Brant  was  reliev-  ! 

ed  from  the  command  of  the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  i 
Force,  Barksdale  Field,  La.  , March  15th,  and  ; 

assigned  to  the  command  of  the  2nd  Wing  at  i 

Langley  Field,  Va. 

j Colonel  Arthur  G.  Fisher,  Commandant  of  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School  at  Ikumell  Field, Ala. , 
assumed  command  of  Scott  Field,  111.  , on  ivlarch 
22nd.  Other  changes  in  station  ccmoBiiders  an- 
nounced  at  about  this  time  vrere  the  assigivDent  ; 
I of  Colonel  Lavrcence  S.  Churchill , CoirETjanding  i 
1 Officer  of  the  ifiddletovm  Air  Depot,  to  Langley  i 
i Field;  Colonel  Jacob  W.  S.  Vvuest,  Commanding  Of-  I 
I ficer  of  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  to  assume  com-  j 
j mand  of  the  Ivliddletown  Air  Depot;  and  Lieut.  j 
I Colonel  Harold  A.  Strauss,  Chief  of  the  Procure- i 
. ment  Section,  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  | 
Ohio,  to  assume  comrrend  of  the  Rockwell  Air  j 
Depot,  Coronado,  Calif.  I 

Effective  April  1,  1937,  Colonel  Frederick  L.  | 
, Martin  was  appointed  to  the  temporary  ranlc  of  : 
Brigadier  General,  Air  Corps,  and  assigned  to  | 
duty  as  CoTumander  of  the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  ! 
j Force,  Barksdale  Field,  La.  Prior  to  that  time  | 
he  was  on  duty  as  Executive  Officer  of  the  Air  I 
I Corps  Materiel  Division,  VJright  Field,  Ohio.  j 
I Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  Hoyce,  who  commanded  the  i 
■ First  Pursuit  Group  at  Sel fridge  Field,  Mich. , I 
^ for  a number  of  years,  was  on  liay  15th  assigned  | 
^ to  duty  in  the  Philippine  Departmient.  I 

I Effective  Jime  14th,  17  First  Lieutenants  of 
the  Air  Corps  were  nromoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain,  followed  by  the  promotion  of  19  ad.di- 
tional  First  Lieutenants  to  Captain,  effective 
June  30th. 


On  June  22nd,  Colonel  Harvey  S.  Burwell  took 
over  the  command  of  the  19th  Bombardment  Group, 
Ivlarch  Field,  Calif.  , relieving  Lieut.  Colonel 
Hubert  R.  Harmon,  assigned  as  student  at  the 
Ariry  War  College. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  H.  Houghton  was  on 
July  1st  designated  as  Commandant  of  the  Air 
Corps  Weather  School,  established  at  Patterson 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  J.F.  Miller  assumed 
command  on  July  8th  of  the  San  Antonio  Air 
Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  relieving  Colonel 
John  H.  Howard , who  was  assi,gned  to  duty  as 
Air  Officer  of  the  7th  Corps  Area,  Oimha, 

Neb.  Iviajor  Douglas  Johnston  took  over  the 
conmand  of  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  succeeding 
Lieut.  Colonel  Ifiller. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Ross  G.  Hoyt,  on  September 
14th,  assumed  conmand  of  the  20th  Puirsuit 
Group  at  Barksdale  Field,  La. , succeeding 
Major  Armin  F.  Herold,  who  was  assigned  as 
Comnranding'  Officer  of  the  79th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron. 


PurcJriase  of  New  Airplanes 
During  the  calendar  yesix  193'?,  announcements 
v;ere  made  by  the  War  Depaxtm[ient  of  the  approval 
of  the  award  of  contracts  for  new  airplanes  for 
the  Air  Corps,  as  follows t 

February  25:  To  the  Sikorsky  Aircraft  Corpo- 
ration, Bridgeport,  Com.  , for  five  S~43  Anphi- 
bian  airplanes,  and  spare  parts  equivalent  to 
one  complete  Amphibian  plane,  at  a total  cost 
of  $633,898.00. 

tfeirch  2;  To  the  Kellett  Autogiro  Corporation 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  , for  six  Autogiros,  coii>- 
plete,  with  spare  parts,  at  a total  cost  of 
$238,482.18.  The  purchase  was  made  folloiving 
exhaustive  tests  by  the  Air  Corps  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Infantry,  Artillery  and  Cavalry 
during  approximately  18  months,  using  the 
nndels  from  several  Autogiro  Corporations. 

April  10;  The  contract  heretofore  made  v/ith 
the  North  American  Aviation  for  basic  training 
planes  was  increased  by  a total  of  73  planes 
and  a complement  of  spare  parts  at  an  addition- 
al cost  over  the  original  contract  of 
$903,380,99. 


Jtme  2t  To  Worth  Ansriosai  Aviation,  Inglewood, 
Calif.  , for  85  Basic  Combat  planes  and.  the 
eqiiivalent  of  10  additional  planes  as  spares, 
ao  a total  cost  of  $1,372,355.00. 

June  10:  To  the  Boixglas  Aircraft  Co. , cf 
Santa  hlordca,  Calif.  , for  177  two-engine  Bom- 
hardxnent  airplanes,  together  with  necessary 
spare  parts  for  same,  in  the  sum  of  $11,651,948, 

J\ily;  To  the  Boeing  Aircraft  Comipan;y,  Seattle, 
Wash.  , for  10  more  B-17  Bombardment  planes,  the 
contract  including  an  option  for  three  addition- 
al Bombers,  naking  a total  of  13  on  this  order, 
and  an  adeq^uate  complement  of  spares,  for  a to- 
tal sum,  with  the  exercise  of  the  above-mention- 
ed option,  of  $3,708,002.20. 

July  6:  To  the  Curtiss  Airplane  Division  of 
the  Curtiss- Wright  Corporation,  of  Buffalo, 

N.Y.  , for  210  monoplace  Pursuit  planes,  together 
with  an  adequate  conplcment  of  spares,  at  a 
total  cost  of  $4,113,550.00. 

September  9:  To  the  Glenn  L.  Lfartin  Conpany, 
of  Baltimore,  1\43..  , for  spare  parts  for  YB-10, 
YB-12  and  B-lOB  Bombardment  planes,  in  the 
total  amount  of  $47,857.56. 

September  28:  To  the  North  American  Aviation, 
Inc.  , of  an  additional  order  on  a previous  con- 
tract for  34  model  BT-9C  airplanes  and  spare 
parts  at  a total  cost  of  $411,500.90;  same  to 
be  used  in  the  training  of  the  Organized  Re- 
serves of  the  Air  Coips. 

October  4;  To  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Ccnpany, 
Inc.  (Northrop  Division}  fcr  spare  parts  for 
Northrop  Attain  planes  in  the  amount  of 
$50,853.63. 

October  8:  To  the  Boeing  Aircraft  Company  for 
13  additional  3-17  Bombardment  planes  and  spare 
parts  at  a total  cost  of  $2,518,346.83. 

October  21:  To  North  American  Aviation  fcr  55 
additional  ifodel  0-47A  Observation  airplanes 
and  spare  parts  at  a cost  cf  $1 ,733.  ,407.08,  48 
cf  these  airplanes  being  procured  for  National 
Giiard  organizations  and  7 fcr  Regular-  Army 
units. 

October  23:  To  the  Stearman  Aircraft  Company 
of  Virichita,  Kansas,  for  an  additional  number  of 
PT-13A  Prircary  Training  planes  and  spares, 
amounting  in  all  to  $122,229.20. 

November  9:  To  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Conpany 
a supplemental  contract  fcr  29  additional  A-17A 
Attack  airplanes  at  a total  cost  of  $654,155.90. 

November  8i  To  North  American  Aviation,  Inc. , ; 
for  95  Basic  Combat  planes  and  spare  parts  at  a ! 
total  cost  of  $1,490,972.96. 

December  11:  To  the  Curtiss  Division  of  the  I 
Cu-rtiss-Wright  Corporation  for  a service  test  | 
lo'i  of  13  P-37  Pursuit  airplanes,  and  the  ne- 
c<. '.sary  spare  parts,  amounting  in  all  to 
$531,305.12. 

Purchase  of  Engines. 

January  4;  To'  the  'tlniWd  Aircraft  Conpany 
(Pratt  <Sc  Whitney  Division)  of  East  Hartford, 
Ccm.  , for  spare  parts  for  315  ifcdel  E-1 835-13 
engines  in  the  total  amount  of  $318,521.67. 

January  4';  To  the  United  Aircraft  Conpaiy 
(Pratt  & Whitney  Division)  for  142  Model 
E-1340-47  engines  and  spare  parts  for  installa- 
tion in  BC-1  airplanes,  in  the  total  sum  of 
$866,800.59. 

lfe.mh  6:  To  the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corpora- 
tion, Paterso-a,  N.  J.  , for  141  Model  R-1820-49 


geared  "Cyclone"  engines,  for  installation  ^ 
0-47A  airplanes,  in  the  total  amount  of  ' . ' 

$1,099,729.50. 

June  24:  To  the  Wri^t  Aeronautical  Corporar- 
tion  for  531  "Cyclone"  engines  and  spare  parts, 
for  installation  in  B-18A  Bombardment  planes, 
in  the  total  sim  of  $5,315,310.00. 

September  1:  To  the  Prat-b  & Whitney  Division 
of  the  United  Aircraft  Conpai^y,  East  Hartford, 
Conn.  , for  455  ’Wasp"  single  row,  direct  drive, 
550  h.p.  engines  and  spares  for  installation 
in  Basic  Combat  planes,  at  a total  cost  of 
$4,153,938.06. 

December  2:  To  the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corpo-  ■ 
ration  for  156  Type  E-IBSO-SS  "Cyclone"  9-cyl- 
inder, single-row  engines,  delivering  more  than  : 
1,000  horsepower,  for  installation  in  3-17 
Bombardment  airplanes,  at  a total  cost  of 
$1,340,976.00?  also  for  82  Type  E-182Q-49, 
single- row,  9-cylinder  engines,  delivering  850 
horsepower  at  sea  level,  for  installation  in 
0-47A  airplanes,  at  a total  cost  of  $703,514.89 

December  2:  To  the  United  Aircraft  Corpora- 
tion (Pratt  & Whitney  Division)  for  43  ivfbdel 
1535-13  geared  aircraft  engines  and  spare  parts 
at  a total  cost  of  $447,328.80.  These  are 
double-row,  radial,  14-cylinder  engines,  devel- 
oping 750  horsepower,  for  installation  in  A-17 
Attack  airplanes. 


DECORATIONS  AND  AVIARDS 

Decorations  and  a^wards  made  during  the  calei^ 
dar  year  1937  to  Air  Corps  personnel  for  heroi^, 
conduct  or  distinguished  service  in  connection 
with  flying  are  enumerated  below,  as  follows: 

Announcement  was  made  in  General  Orders  of 
the  War  Department,  dated  February  1,  1937,  of 
i the  award  cf  the  follov/ing  decorations  to  Air 
I Corps  personnel,  viz'. 

Distinguished  Flyipg  Cross 

Donald  W.'^Bucl^^n,  Captain  ( 1st  TTi eutenant)  , 
j Air  Corps , U.  S.  Army.  For  heroism  while  parti- 
cipating in  an  aerial  flight  from  iferch  Field, 
Calif. , to  Bakersfield,  Calif. , November  12, 
1935.  While  piloting  a 014  airplane  carrying 
i three  passengers,  Captain  Buckman  -was  seized  by 
an  excruciating  pain  in  the  vicinity  cf  his 
heart,  when  he  was  approximately  50  miles  from 
! his  destination.  Although  suffering  intensely, 
j Captain  Buckman  maintained  control  of  his  ship 
j and  effected  a safe  landing  at  Bakersfield  Air-  -j 
iport,  where  he  collapsed  and  died  shortly  af- 
terward. The  decoration  -was  presented  to  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Madeline  Stone  Buckman,  at  Randolph  : 
Field,  Texas,  by  Brigadier  General  James  E. 
Chaney,  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  cn  February  10,  1937. 

Hez  McClellan,  major,  then  captain,  Air  Corps, 
UnXbed  States  Army  .(PosthurDously) . For  extra- 
ordinary achievement  as  commanding  officer  and 
pilot  on  a cross  coxmtry  flight  from  Washington, 
D.C.  , to  Nome,  Point  Barrow,  and  ether  Alaskan 
points  during  the  summer  of  1935.  Captain 
hicClellan  planned  the  entire  flight,  voluntari^' 
conmanded  it  during  its  entirety,  and  personalW' 
piloted  the  airplane  over  the  thousands  of  imile? 
of  desolate,  rou^  and  sparsely  inliabited 
country.  He  displayed  outstanding  initiative, 
resoui’cefulness , and  professional  skill  under 
the  many  trying  conditions  encountered,  and  by 
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his?- tireless  energy,  soimd  jiirl.ginent , and  per- 
sonal coiirage  rendered  possible  the  snccessfiil 
completlcn  of  tMs'  The  infor.mtion 

conceril.ng  the  operation  of  military  aircraft 
in  A3.ask',i  secured  by  Captain  McClellan  while  rn 
his  exte’.isive  air  and  ground  reconnaissances 
has  proved  of  particular  mlue  to  the  Air  Corps. 

Henry  H.  Arnold,  brigadier  general,  then 
lieuteiSnt  colcnei , Air  Corps,  United  States 
Army.  For  extraordinary  achie^'ement  v.'hile  par- 
ticipating in  an  aerial  flight  as  pilot  and  com- 
manding officer  of  a bombardment  squadron  of 
ten  airplanes,  from  Tfeshington,  D. C.  , to  Fair- 
banks, Alaska,  and  return,  from  July  19  to 
August  20,  1934.  By  his  untiring  energy,  fear- 
less leadership  and  extraordina.ry  professional 
skill,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arnold  organized,  di- 
rected, and  completed  over  18,000  miles  of  ex- 
ceptionally dangerous  flying,  including  a non- 
stop flight  from  Juneau,  Alaska,  to  Seattle, 
Washington,  a distance  of  950  miles  over  water, 
\mder  extremely  ad.verse  weather  conditions, 
■without  the  loss  of  personnel  or  eguipment,  to 
demonstrate  successfully  the  mobility  of  the 
Air  Feres  and  to  establish  new  records  for  the 
Army  Air  Corps  in  aerial  photography  and  long 
distance  mass  formation  flying.  The  presenta- 
tion of  the  decorslion  to  General  Arnold  was 
made  by  the  Hon.  Hariy  H.  V7oodring,  Secretary 
of  War. 

Barney  M.  Giles,  rnajor  (captain)  20th  Bombard-; 
msnt  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  U.  5.  Axray. 

James  H.  Patrick,  second  lieutenant,  Air 
Corps  -deserve,  U. S.  .Army. 

Donald  E.  Hamilton,  Staff  Sgt. , 96th  Bombard- 
mint  Sqac'U.ron,  GHQ  Air  Force,  U.  S.  Arrry. 

Frank  3.  Connor , Corporal,  9Sth  Bombardment 
Squadron,  GllQ'Air  Force,  U.  S.  Army. 

For  extraordinary  achievement  while  partici- 
pating in  an  aerial  flight  from  Concord,  N.H. , 
to  East  Brawster,  Lia.ss.  , and  return,  on  the 
night  of  February  9,  1936.  Having  been  noti- 
fied that  seven  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  en- 
rollees  were  stranded  on  an  ice  floe  in  Cape 
Cod  Bay,  Iv^-jor  Giles,  accompanied  by  Lieut. 
Patrick,  Sgt.  Hamilton  and  Corp.  Connor,  took 
off  in  an  airplane  during  the  hours  of  darkness i 
under  dangerous  flying  conditions  due  to 
weather,  and  successfully  located  the  men,  drop- 
ped a message  to  them,  and  reported  their  loca- 
tion, thereby  being  chiefly  responsible  for 
saving  their  lives. 

Frank  G.  Irvin,  Captain,  Air  Corps,  United 
Stal:es'"Arny. 

John  S.  Griffith,  Captain,  Air  Corps,  United 
Sta'tes  Army. 

For  heroism  while  participating  in  an  aerial 
flight  from  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  July  22,  1936.  'VJhile  making  a carbon 
nsnoxide  test  flight  of  a nevr  Amy  airplane  at 
an  altitude  of  2,000  feet,  the  engine  biirst  in- 
to flaioes  and  smoke.  Captain  Irvin,  the  pilot, 
and  his  co-pilot,  Captain  Griffith,  without 
thou^t  of  themselves,  directed  the  crew  of 
five  civilian  observers  to  jump , and  then  by 
switching  gas  valves  and  using  fire  extinguish- 
ers succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  there- 
by preventing  not  only  possible  loss  of  life 
but.  destruction  to  v^u&ble  Government  property. 
The  presentation  of  the  D.F.C.  to  Captain 


I Griffith  was  nsde  on  February  20th  at  March 
I Field,  Calif. , by  Brigadier  General  Delos  C. 
jErntons,  Commanding  the  1st  Wing,  GH^  Air  Force. 

I The  presentation  of  the  D.F.C.  to  iifejor 
I Giles,  Lieut.  Patrick,  Staff  Sgt.  Hamilton  and 
j Corporal  Connor  was  made  by  Ivfe-jor  General  Frank 
I M.  Andrews,  Comrianding  General,  GHQ  Air  Force, 

I during  a formal  review  at  Langley  Field,  Vau  , 
j on  A.pril  27,  1937,  vdiich  was  participated  in  by 
j officers,  flying  cadets  and  eiUisted  men  of  all 
■ the  GI-IQ  Air  Force  units  stationed  at  that  field- 
i Hi  chard  T.  Ald^vrrth,  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 

I Arm/,  reTTreT^  then  first  lieutenant,  Air  Corps. 
I For  heroism  while  participating  in  an  aerial 
[flight  from  Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York,  to 
! Langley  Field,  Hampton,  Va.  , on  December  12, 

I 1926.  Vi/hile  flying  at  an  altitude  of  1,000  fee' 
I over  Eocka-v/ay  Beach,  L.I.  , New  York,  the  engine 
j in  Lieut.  .^.Idworth’s  airplane  instantaneously 
I and  completely  failed.  Efforts  to  start  the  en 
give  proving  to  no  avail,  and  being  fully  aware 
of  the  dai-iger  to  himself,  Lieut.  Ai.dvrorth,  dis- 
regarding his  ovm  safety  and  mindful  only  of 
the  safety  of  the  crovnls  on  the  beach,  display- 
ed excellent  judgment  and  great  courage  vdien 
he  maneuvered  his  airplane  to  avoid  the  crovrds 
on  the  beach,  and  crashed  into  the  hreakere 
offshore.  His  airplane  turned  over  immediately 
w'ith  grea-t  force  and  left  Lieut.  Aldworth  sub- 
merged below  the  surface,  from  -which  position 
he  extr.icated  himself  and  was  assisted  ashore. 

In  Genera,!  Orders  cf  the  War  Department  of 
Jinie  30,  1937,  announcement  was  mad-e  of  the 
award  of  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  to! 

' Hrank'  A.  A-uH'istrong,  Jr.  , first  lieutenant, 
Arr’Corps?  U.  S.  Army,  for  heroism  and  ex- 
traordinary achievement  while  participating 
in  aerial  flight,  and  to 

James  H,.  'Wallace,  first  lieutenant,  Air  Corps 
J.  S.  .Arny,  for  heroism  while  participating 
in  an  aer.ial  flight. 

On  November  20,  1935,  Lieut.  Armstrong  was 
piloting  an  airplane  with  three  passengers  and  ; 
co-pilot  from  D-avid,  Republic  of  Pa,nama,  to 
Albrook  Field,  Canal  Zone.  Wnile  flying  at  an 
altitude  of  approximE-tel^/  4,000  feet  over 
jungle  and  mc^mtainous  tarra.in,  the  right  ert- 
gine  of  the  airplane  disintegrated.  Realizing 
the  possibility  of  the  renairUng  motor  quitting 
and  with  no  landing  area  visible,  Lieut.  Arm- 
strong signaled  to  the  copilot  ai'^d  passengers 
to  jump,  a comparatively  safe  proceeding  at 
that  time.  With  the  airplane  thus  lightened, 
and  with  the  assistaiice  cf  Lieut.  Wallace,  who 
chose  to  remain  and  assist  the  pilot,  Lieut. 
Armstrong  pil.oted  the  a,irplane  to  a safe  land- 
ing on  a distant  field.  The  courage  and  cool- 
ness of  these  officers  in  this  emergency  ■’oxi- 
douhtedly  res’olted  in  saving  the  lives  of  the 
passengers,  and  by  preventing  a crash  landing 
saved  the  airplane  from  destruction. 

The  presentation  of  the  D.F.C.  to  Lieut. 
Wallace  tms  trade  at  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  , on 
July  17,  1937,  in  the  presence  of  the  entire 
personnel  of  the  7th  Bombardment  Group  and  the 
5th  Air  Base  Squadron. 

The  Soldier* s Medal 

During  the  calendar  year  37, ^ announcement 

■was  mode  in  General  Orders  of  the  War  Departme: 
cf  the  atramd  of  the  Soldier's  liled-al  to  the  per- 
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sonnel  enumerated  'belows 


him,  succeeded  in  throwing  him  to  the  ground, 


Staff  Sergeant  'tyillie  D.  iTorris , chief  armorer  j and  removing  his  clothing.  By  his  courage  ?^.-nd 


coolness,  Corporal  Gilmore  undoubtedly  saved 
the  life  of  this  soldier. 

Frederick  D.  Lynch,  major,  then  Captain,  Air 


Sergeant  V/ayne  xvl.  Iviusser,  Arirarflent  Section, 

SOth  Bomb'.  Squadron,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langley 

Field,  Va. 

For  heroism  displayed  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  , 

August  31,  1936.  These  two  enlisted  men  set 

and  installed  the  time  fuses  on  six  large  expe-  | Sq''ca,dron,  Air~~Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 
rimental  flares,  hung  them  from  the  bomb  bay  ' For  heroism  displayed  near  Cogar,  Oklahoma, 
racks  of  an  airplane,  and  withdrew  the  safety-  i July  10,  1936.  l/ilhen  a landing  was  being  at- 
ing  pins  from  the  flares.  Hearing  a noise  diag-j  tempted  after  a free  balloon  flight  from  Fort 
nosed  as  the  time  fuse  functioning.  Staff  Sgt.  i Sill,  Okla.  , the  balloon  exploded  and  burned, 


c 


Cerps,  U.  S.  Army. 

Jeseuh  F.  Ivturray , Staff  Sergeant,  1st  Balloon 


Norris  and  Sgt.  Ivnsser  decided  to  unlatch  the  i causing  Captain  Lynch,  a passenger,  to  be 


ticking  flare  end  carry  it  to  a place  of  safety.:  throTO  from  the  basket.  Seeing  the  other  irEm- 


Sgt.  Norris  held  the  flashlight  while  Sgt. 


; bers  of  the  flight  trapped  in  the  basket,  Cap- 


Musser  unlatched  the  ticking  flare  and  ran  with  j tain  Lynch,  although  suffering  from  slight 


it  in  his  arms  toward  the  flying  field.  He 
reached  a point  about  20  feet  from  the  bomb  bay 
when  the  flare  exploded,  shooting  the  hurning 
flare  back  tow'ard  the  airplane  under  the  left 
wing  near  the  fuselage,  where  the  intense  heat 
ignited  the  wing.  The  heroic  and  timely  ac- 
tion of  Sgt.  Norris  nrevented  the  possible  loss 


of  human  life  and  'undouhtedly  great  destruction  i by  another  passenger. 


I hums,  briilses  and  shock,  disregarded  the  in- 
I tense  heat  and  hydrogen  gas,  plunged  into  the 
wreckage,  rescued  the  pilot,  Staff  Sgt.  Murray, 
:who,  although  suffering  untold  pain  from  his 
j ovm  injuries,  displayed  exceptional  courage  and 
I heroism  hy  aiding  Captain  Lynch  to  extinguish 
! the  flames  from  the  clothing  and  parachute  worn 


to  valuable  government  property.  The  pilot  cf 
the  airplane  which  caught  fire  sprained  hi: 


Iferion  Malcolm,  2nd  Lieutenant,  Air  Reserve, 
iU.S.  Army.  For  heroism  displayed  at  Lake  St. 


ankle  in  his  attempt  to  escape  from  the  burning  | Clair,  Selfridge  Field,  Ivlt.  Clemens,  Iviich.  , on 


airplane,  and  lay  dangerously  near  the  flares. 
Seeing  his  plight,  Sgt.  Musser  assisted  in  car- 
rying him  to  safety. 

Luring  January,  before  a review  of  all  the 
Langley  Field  Air  Base  breops.  Brigadier  Gener- 
al Henry  C.  Pratt  presented  the  decoration  to 
the  two  above-named  noncommissioned  officers- 

Joseuh  G.  Moran,  Staff  Sgt. , Eqrs.  and  Hqrs. 

Sqdn.  , GHQ  Air  Force,  U. S.  Army. 

For  heroism  displayed  at  New  York,  N.Y. , on 
September  9,  1935.  Seeing  an  udenown  man  fall 
or  jump  into  the  East  River  from  the  30th 
Street  Pier,  Sgt.  Moron,  wuth  utter  disregard 
of  personal  danger,  fearlessly  dived  from  the 
airplane  v/hich  -ivas  beached  about  a city  block 
distant,  swam  to  his  assistance  and,  with  much 
difficulty  and  danger  to  himself,  succeeded  in 
keeping  him  afloat  until  sufficient  help  arrix'-- 
ed  to  bring  him  safely  to  shore. 

Howard  N.  Bossert,  Private,  1st  Class,  19th 

For 


Pursuit  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  U.  S.  Army 
heroism  displayed  in  assisting  in  saving  the 
lives  of  three  men  from  drowning  at  Ho.leawa, 

Oahu,  Territory  of  Hawaii,  on  Febr'oary  15,1936. 

A boat  in  which  two  soldiers  and  a civilian 
were  riding  capsized  in  the  rough  and  shark- 
infested  ivaters  about  a mile  from  shore,  placingj  the  fuselage  toward 
them  in  imtiinent  danger  of  drowning.  V.Tiile  an 
atterept  to  rescue  them  hy  means  cf  a small 
craft  prov'ad  futile,  due  to  the  extremely 
strong  current  ai'.d  high  waves,  Private  Bossert 
and  another  soldier  obtained  a 14-foot  open  out- 
board motor  boat  and , at  great  danger  to  them- 
selves and.  vdth  rmch  difficulty,  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  men  and  bringing  them  safely  to 
shore. 

Clyde  E.  Gilmore,  Corporal,  44th  Observation 
Squadron,  Air  Corps,  U.  S.  Arny.  For  heroism 
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I March  3,  1937.  Upon  learning  that  a child  had 
I fallen  through  the  ice  on  the  lake  about  50 
I yards  from  shcre  and  vra,s  in  grave  danger  of 
j drovming,  Lieut.  I\fe,icolm,  disregarding  his" own 
1 persoxial  safety,  broke  through  the  thin  ice, 

I swam  to  the  child,  and  succeeded  in  bringing 
‘her  sa.fely  to  shore.  * 

j John  Me'^ckers,  Private,  88th  Reconnaissance 
Squadron,  Air  Corps,  U.  S.  Arny. 

' Hennebh  L.  Nay,  PriAra.te,  88th  Reconnaissance 
SoTJadron,  Air  Corps,  U.  S.  Arny. 

! For  heroism  displayed  during  a night  recon- 
: naissance  flight  from  Hamilton  Field,  Calif., 

I to  Sail  Jose,  Calif.,  September  21,  1936.  Tittien 
j the  pilot  vras  'unahle  to  release  and  extend  the 
1 landing  gear  of  the  airplane  he  called  for  as- 
i sistance.  Private  Melokers  immediately  left  his 
I cockpit  in  the  rear  of  the  airplane  and  suc- 
i ceeded  in  working  his  w'ay  over  the  fuselage  to 
I the  pilot’s  cockpit,  released  the  control  valve 
: and  thus  allowed  the  pilot  to  extend  the  land- 
I ing  gear,  thereby  saving  the  airplane  from  dam- 
! age  and  possible  injui^'"  to  the  three  occupants. 

I Ivhen  the  uilot  called  for  assistance,  Private 
I Nay  immediately  left  his  cockpit  in  the  nose  of 
the  airplane,  and  steirted  hack  along  the  top  of .. 

he  pilot’s  cockpit  to 
render  the  necessary  assistance,  Tvhile  attempt- 
ing this  difficult  and  dangerous  feat.  Private 
Nay’ s foot  came  in  contact  with  the  left'  pro- 
peller, severing  the  foot  just  hack  of  the 
toes.  With  great  presence  cf  mind  Private  Nay 
returned  to  his  coclcpit,  placed  a tourniquet 
around  his  ankle,  and  notified  the  pilot  of  his 
injury. 


The  Cheney  Award 
I'vfe-jor  Frederick  D.  Lynch  and  Staff  Sergeant 


displayed  at  Alhrock  Field,  Canal  Zone,  Septem-  | Joseph  L.  Ivburray,  Air  Corps,  vrere  designated  as 
her  30,  1935.  Observing  a soldier,  whose  cloth-j  the  recipients  of  the  Cheney  Award  for  the  year 


ing  was  completely  enveloped  in  flam'as  caused  |1936,  for  bravery  in  extricating  from  a hurning 


hy  a sudden  gasoline  blaze  in  the  hangar  of  the  i balloon  two  enlisted  men  who  were  trapped  in 


44th  Ohserva.tion  Souadron,  running  from  the  | the  balloon  basket.  This  award,  made  annually 


scene  of  the  fire.  Corporal  Gilmore  rushed  after!  an  outstanding  act  of  valor  cf  extreme  for- 
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tituda  or  self-sacrifice  in  a hirmnitarian  iiv- 
terest,  performed  in  connection  with  aircraft, 
was  presented  to  them  at  Bolling  Field,  B.C. , 
on  my  8th  hy  General  I&lin  Cmig,  C3iief  of 
Staff  of  the  Army,  and  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
in  an  impressix'O  ceremory  in  the  presence  of 
about  400  Bolling  Field  troops. 

The  li^kay  Trophy 

During  the  ceremonies  ciT'ISyoth  at  Bolling 
Field,  above  vaentioned,  the  Ivlackay  Trophy,  pre- 
sented annually  for  the  most  meritoricus  flight 
of  the  year,  vras  received  by  six  officers  and 
three  enlisted  men,  namely?  Captain  Hicixard  H. 
Nugent,  1st  Lieuts.  Joseph  A.  Mller,  Edwin  G-. 
Simsnson,  3nd  Lieuts.  Burton  W.  Armstrong, 
William?.  Bagsdale,  Air  Coipjsi  2nd  Lieut. 
Herbert  laforgan,  Jr.  , Air  Heserve;  Technical 
Sgt.  Gilbert  W.  Olson,  Staff  Sergeant  Howard 
Miller  and  Corporal  Frank  Connor.  These  rtEn, 
participating  in  a flight  of  three  B-10  Boitibard- 
ment  airplanes  dirring  the  Second  Arrry  Maneuv- 
ers, and  led  hy  Captain  Nxagent,  toolc  off  from 
Langley  Field,  Va.  , for  Allegan,  Ivlich.  , sligh-*-— 
ly  ovei’  6C<3  miles  distant,  and  made  a simulated 
attack  on  anti-aircraft  installations.  Enroute, 
dense  hazse  and  solid  overcast  were  encountered, 
followed  by  thund.er  storms  and  hea.vy  fog.  The 
lead  ship  flev/  by  instruments  for  more  than  500 
miles.  In  one  area  of  the  dense  fog,  the  pilots 
of  the  wing  ships,  although  in  tight  formation, 
were  unable  to  see  the  navigation  lights  of  the 
lead  ship.  They  were  then  ordered  to  fly  indi- 
vidually on  a prescribed  course  and  to  reas- 
semble in  formtion  at  a designated  point  on 
the  line  of  fli^t.  Each  pilot  brougiit  his 
airplane  to  the  appointed  place,  but  the  ha.ze 
was  so  dense  that  even  the  landing  lights  of 
the  airplanes  were  invisible  beyond  a fexv  hund- 
red yards.  The  assembly  was  effected  only  af- 
ter circling  for  15  minutes  in  imminent  danger 
of  ^ collision.  Captain  Niigent  then  led  his 
flight  tov/ard  the  objective,  and  on  his  order 
the  Bombers  glided  out  of  the  clouds  over  the 
target,  and  after  the  attack  was  effected,  the 
flight  proceeded  through  heavy  rainstorms  to 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 

The  Harmon  Trophy 

The  90th  Attack  Sqmdron^^~'5rd  Attack  Grot:p, 
Barksdale  Field,  La.  , was  on  March  13th  award- 
ed the  Harinon  Trophy.  This  Trophy  was  present- 
ed by  a group  of  Shreveport  business  men,  in 
honor  of  the  first  conmanding  officer  of  Barks- 
dale Field,  Colonel  J/Hllard  F.  Harmon,  with  the 
stipulation  that  it  be  awarded  annually  to  the 
organization  at  the  field  having  the  highest 
efficiency  rating,  taking  into  consideration 
the  number  of  hours  flown,  average  number  of 
planes  in  commission  per  number  of  planes  as- 
signed, and  the  nxmber  of  forced  land.ings  diir- 
ing  the  calendar  year. 


The  Frark  Luke  Trophy 

I'he  Colombian  Trophy 

In  a very  iapressive  ceremony  at  Barksdale 
Field,  La. , on  November  21st,  before  the  as- 
sembled Third  Attack  and  THventieth  Pursuit 
Groi:^s,  and  some  15,000  spectators,  Major  Gen- 
eral Frank  M,  Andrevra,  Coimanding  the  GHQ  Air 
presented  the  Colomiiian  Trophy  to  the 
Tnird  Attack.  Group.. fox  having  the  lowest  acci- 


I dent  rate  per  thoxisand  flying  hours  during  the 
1 preceding  year,  and  the  Franlc  Luke  l<feffiorial 
I Trophy  to  the  77th  Pursuit  Squadron  for  its  ex- 
Icellent  record  in  aerial  gunnery  practice  for 
the  year. 

Comrendat  ion 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a let- 
ter 7ra,s  sent  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  un- 
der date  of  February  25th,  commending  the  en- 
tire Air  Corps  for  the  splendid  showing  made 
during  the  fiscal  year  1936,  v/hen  the  rate  of 
accidents  ©ccurring  in  the  Air  Corps  reached 
the  low  point  of  .859  per  thousand  flying 
hours  as  compared  with  an  average  rate  of  1.08 
for  the  preceding  five  years  and  with  a rate 
of  5.06  during  the  Fiscal  Year  1922.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  stated  that,  in  his  opinion, such 
an  imrorovement  co’Hd  have  been  accomplished 
only  through  the  lo3ralty  and  diligence  of  the 
officers  and  enlisted  men  and  civilian  em- 
ployees of  the  Air  Corps  who,  by  painstaking 
"effort,  the  display  of  excellent  knowledge,^ 
and  by  intelligent  cooperation  with  the  civil- 
ian industry  end  other  technical  agencies  of 
j the  government,  have  so  advanced  the  science 
of  aeromutics. 


In  a letter  to  Ifejor  General  Frank  M.  Andrews 
commanding  the  GHQ,  Air  Force,  the  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  Anrty,  General  Malin  Craig,  com- 
menting on  the  flight  of  the  96th  Bombardment 
Squadron  to  Panama  and  return,  extended  his 
congratulations  and  stated  that  the  flight  de- 
iconst rated  that  our  Army  navigators  are  tho- 
roughly capable  of  navigating  airplanes  over 
extensive  stretches  of  water. 


The  Coimanding  Officer  of  the  First  Pursuit 
Group  wrote  a letter  of  appreciation  and  com- 
mend.ation  to  two  citizens  of  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
Messrs.  P.C.  Boyer  and  H.F.  Thomas  viho,  follow- 
ing the  crash  at  the  Bernard  Airport  at  that 
city  of  2nd  Lieut.  J.C.  Ziler,  Air  Reserve,  as 
a result  of  which  the  pilot  was  injured  and 
the  plane  caught  fire,  promptly  ran  to  the 
scene  and  extricated  the  imperiled  airman  from 
his  perilous  predicament.  Although  neithei*  of 
these  men  was  burned,  the  rescue  was  made  at 
considerable  ri^,  as  the  airplane  contained 
three  fuel  tanks,  each  catching  fire  separate- 
ly, and  v/as  also  equipped  with  flares,  ’wdiich 
ignited  during  their  rescue  work.  Their 
prompt  action  no  doubt  saved  the  life  of  the 
pilot. 


The  8th  Attack  Squadron,  Ba.rksdale  Field, 

La.  , received  high  commendation  from  Coloisjel 
I Walter  H.  Fraiik,  Commanding  Officer  of  the' 
Cold  Weather  Equipment  Test  Group,  encamped  '&t 
Selfridge  Field,  Mch.  , and  Oscoda,  Mich.  , in 
February,  1937,  for  its  outstanding  showing  in 
operation,  morale,  airdrome  discipline  and 
flying  discipline. 


In  a letter  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Dr.  A.T.  McCormick,  of  the  State  Department  of 
Health  of  Kentucky,  expressed  the  appreciation 
of  himself  and  the  people  of  that  State  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  Air  Corps  in  flood 
relief  operations. 
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LONG  DISTANCE  ITjICSITS  I On  a night  fonration  non-stop  flight  dnring 

Early  in  January,  Colonel  Follett  Bradley,  of  j March,  from  IVdtchel  Field,  New  York,  ^ight  A 
the  Hqrs.  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , I of  the  99th  Bombardraent  Squadron,  coirmanded  hy 

piloted  a B-18  Bomhardment  plane  from  Eandolph  1st  Lieut.  Joseph  Baylor,  covered  approxiimtely 
Field,  Texas,  to  his  hoiae  station  in  5 hours  I 1200  miles  in  9 ho^ars,  the  covirse  followed  tak- 
and  40  minutes,  establishing  a record  for  elaps-j  ing  the  flight  over  Bittshurgh,  Pa.  | Columhus, 
ed  time  between  these  points.  Colonel  Bradley  j Ohio;  Buffalo,  N.Y. ; Clifton  Forge,  Va. ; Wash- 
made  an  average  speed  of  244  miles  per  hour  and'  ington,  D.C.  , and  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Upon  land- 
at  times  a ground  speed  of  275  ndles  per  hour  I ing.  the  airplanes  of  the  flight  still  carried 
was  maintained.  i a sufficient  supply  of  gasoline  for  an  addition- 


February  11th  saw  the  completion  of  the  long- 
est over-water  navigation  flight  yet  perfornad. 
by  a formation  of  land  planes.  The  96th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron,  2nd  Bombardment  Group , GEQ 
Air  Force,  equipped  mth  B-lOB  adrplanes,  made 
a flight  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , to  Albrook 
Field,  Panaus.  Canal  Zone. 

The  Squadron  took  off  from  Langley  Field  on 
February  4th,  but  encountering  a terrific  snow 
storm  at  Charlotte,  N.C. , proceeded  to  Spartan- 
burg, S.C. , remained  there  overnight  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ivhami,  Fla.  , the  follo^dng  day.  From 
Miami  to  Paaiama,  high  cloud  forimtions  forced 
the  Squadron  to  fly  above  4,000  feet,  and  at 
one  time  to  go  to  15,000  feet,  flying  over 
solid  overcast.  Home-vard  boimd,  -the  Langley 
airmen  took  off  from.  Albrook  Field  on  February 
9th.  Bad  weather  forced^  them  to  remain  at 
Miami  on  Febmoarj^  10th,  and  they  ret\irned  to 
their  home  station  the  following  day. 


On  February  18th,  fourteen  airplanes  from 
Albrook  Field.,  Pariana  Canal  Zone,  took  off  on 
a flight  to  Guatenala  City,  Guatenala,  via 
David,  Panama.;  iVanagua.,  Nicaragua,  and  San  Jose,! 
Costa  Rica.  Several  days  were  spent  enroute. 


Covering  all  of  the  three  Wings  of  the  GHQ 
Air  Force  in  less  than  18  ho'urs’  elapsed  time. 
Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrexvs  flew  his  Douglas 
Transport  "Flag  Ship"  from  March  Field,  River- 
side, Calif.  , to  Langley  Field,  Va.  , in  14 
hours  and  39  minutes  actual  flying  time,  land- 
ing at  Langley  Field  at  2; 34  a.m.  , February 
26th.  The  southern  route  rras  followed,  and  he 
reached  Barksdale  Field,  the  station  of  the 
Third  Wing,  at  5:C0  p«m. 

Fifteen  Martin  Bombers  of  the  19th  Bombard- 
ment Group,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Hubert  E.  Harmon,  took  off  from  tiarch  Field, 
Calif. , on  April  5th  on  an  extended  cross- 
country navigation  flight.  Stops  were  irade  at 
El  Paso  and  Eandolph  Field,  To:cas,  and  New 
Orleans  and  Barksdale  Field,  La.  During  the 
five  days  of  the  cross-country  flight,  over 
3,000  miles  were  covered. 


Starting  on  April  5th,  Air  Corps  personnel 
from  France  and  Albrook  Fields,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  flying  in  six  B-lO's,  six  P-12' s. and  one 
C-27  Transport,  and  accompanied  by  Brigadier 
General  George  H.  Brett  in  another  B-10  plane, 
made  a flight  to  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  via 
David,  Panama;  San  Jose,  Ccsta  Eica;  I^/Ianagua, 
Nicaragua,  and  San  Salvador,  Salvador.  The  re- 
turn flight  to  the  Panana.  Canal  Zone  was  made 
on  April  9th,  thus  ending  a 2,000-mile  trip 
through  five  Central  American  countries. 


i al  350  miles  of  flying. 


; On  May  5th,  Iiiajor  Barney  M.  Giles,  pilot, with 
j 1st  Lieut.  P.G.  Mller,  copilot,  and  crew,  flew 
I from  March  Field,  Calif.  , to  Langley  Field, Va.  , 

I non-stop,  in  12  hours  and  50  minutes.  During 
I the  major  portion  of  the  flight,  the  B-17, which 
1 performed  very  satisfactorily  throughout,  was 
■ flown  at  an  altitude  of  14,000  feet. 


i On  May  27th,'  one  of  the  new  B-17  Bombardment 
i planes  of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  piloted  by 
I/bjor  Caleb  V.  Haynes  on  a navigation  flight, 
covered,  the  distance'  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
to  Lai'igley  Field,  Va.  , in  nine  hours. 


In  a routine  introductory  cr-uise  on  Ifey  16th 
in  four  B-17  Bombardment  planes,  led  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Robert  Clds,  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Grooip,  15  States , situated  in 
i the  industrial  heart  of  the  nation  were  covered 
in  11  hours. 

(, 

Air  Corps  officers  and  enlisted  men  from  ^ 

Albrook  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Colonel  Benjamin  G.  Weir,  made 
an  extended  flight  to  Eandolph  Field,  Texas. 
Leaving  Albrook  Field  on  June  18th,  andproceed- 
I ing  via  Managua,  Nicaragua;  Guatem^a  City, 

I Guatemala;  Vera  Cruz,  Mlexico,  and  Brownsville, 
Texas,  Eandolph  Field  Yra,s  reached  in  the  after-  ; 
noon  of  June  20th.  Overnight  stops  wore  made 
at  Guatemala  City  and,  Bromisville. 

! Under  the  command  of  Captain  F.3.  Valentine, 

\ three  B-lOB  Bombardment  planes  flew  from  Mitchel 
' Field,  N.Y. , to  San  Juan,  Porto  Pico,  and  return 
'Leaving  Mitchel  Field  on  J-'m.e  24th,  and  flying 
i mairily  over  ^he  Atlantic  Ocean,  ISLami,  Fla.  ,was 
j reached  in  7-^  hours,  the  distance  being  1,000 
j nautical  miles.  A.fter  an  over-night  stay  at  i 
j Miami , the  flight ■ departed  the  next  day  for  San 
I Juan,  and  covered  the  distance  of  956  nautical  ' 
I miles  in  8 hours  p.gainst  moderate  head  winds. 

1 On  JuTie  87th,  the  flight  departed  from  San  Juan 
on  the  return  journey  along  the  coursq  previous- 
ly followed,  Miami  being  reached  in  64  h^urs, 
and  Mitchel  Field  the  following  day  in  7^  hours.  ' 
The  flying  time  between  biitchel  Field  to  Porto 
I Eico  and  return,  involving  a distai^ce  of  ap- 
I proxiirately  4395  miles,  totaled  294  hours. 

j On  Jime  26th,  four  3-17  Bombardment  planes  of 
! the  2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field,  under  .1 
! the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  Olds,  ns-de  v| 
j a ire.ss  flight  to  Miami,  Fla.  The  return  flight 
I to  Langley  Field  vjas  made  in  five  hours. 

I On  the  nnrning  of  September  10th, -21  A-17A 
j Northrou  Attack  planes  of  the  17th  Attack  Gi-orip,  ; 
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Nferch  Field,  Calif. , composed  of  Hqrs.  Squadron  I 
of  3 planes,  and  three  tactical  sqmdrons  of  6 | 

planes  each,  .caiTyi.ng  42  officers  eu::!  eiJ-isted  I 
men  end  led  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Jolm  G,  Colgan,  I 
took  off  cn  an  extended  unit  navigation  flight,  j 
Stops  were  made  at  Alhixquerquo , N.M.  j Fort 
Leavenv^orth,  Kans. ; Selfridge  Field,  IvUch.  ; [ 

Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  Iwaxw^ll  Field,  Ala.  ; I 

Barksdale  Field,  La.;  EL  Faso,  Texas,  and  re-  j 

turn  to  I'Aarch  Field  at  noon  on  September  18th..  | 

The  entire  flight  vra.s  so  arranged  as  to  provide 
training  in  the  various  types  cf  problems  re- 
quired of  Attack  Aviation.  Rendezvous  problems 
as  well  as  attack  and  navigation  missions  v/ere  ! 
flovm.  Another  purpose  of  the  flight  7ra.s  to  j 
familiarize  personnel  of  the  C51Q  Air  Force  on  i 
the  I'Test  Coast  vdth  the  facilities  and  operar-  j 
tion  of  ether  air  bases  throughout  the  country.  | 
Aside  from  several  minor  replacement  of  paa’ts,  | 
no  difficulties  were  encountered  diiring  the  | 
course  of  this  flight. 


The  20th  Pursuit  Group,  Barksdale  Field,  La. , j 
led  by  Adajor  Arinin  F.  Herold,  and  comprising  27  j 
single-seater  Boeing  fighters,  took  off  e.t  6:30 
a.  m.  , Septeniber  12th  cn  a routine  training  ' 

flight  to  Buffalo,  N.Y.  , Tivhich  was  reached  at 
6:40  p.m.,  refueling  stons  being  nfiide  at 
Memphis,  Tenii.  , and  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  At 
Buffalo,  vhere  the  Group  v/as  the  guest  of  the 
Curtiss-Wright  Co. , the  Air  Corps  pilots  remain- 
ed overnight,  departing  the  following  day  at 
2:55  p.m.,  and  arriving  at  Selfridge  Field, 

Mich.  , an  hour  and  35  minutes  later.  Taking 
off  from  Selfridge  Field  on  the  homei^Tard  trip 
at  8:55  a.m,  , September  14th,  the  Group  reached 
Barksdale  Field  shortly  before  midnight,  refuel- 
ing stops  being  made  at  Wright  and  Scott  Fields 
and  Memphis,  Tern. 


During  the  course  of  a navigation  flight  from 
Langley  Field,  Va.. , on  October  28th  in  a B-17 
plane.  Captain  Hilbert  W.  Wittkop  reached  Barks- 
dale Field,  La» , in  6 hours,  hovered  over  that 
field  for  an  hour,  conducting  bomb  dropping 
practice,  and  then  departed  for  lvfexs>79ll  Field, 
Ala.  , landing  thereat  two  hours  and  45  minutes 
later.  Departing  from  Maxwell  Field  the  follow-! 
ing  day  at  3:25  a.m. , Captain  Wittkop  reached  i 
Langley  Field  in  3 hours  and  50  minutes,  and 
was  forced  to  throttle  back  after  leaving  Spar-  I 
tanburg,  S.C. , so  as  not  to  reach  Langley  Field 
before  daylight. 

Three  Bombardment  planes  of  the  ,2iid  Bombard- 
ment GroT:p  were  flown  non-stop  from  Langley 
Field  to  March  Field,  November  14~15,  in  15 
hours.  The  return  flight  was  made  via  Randolph  j 
Field,  Texas,  in  a total  elapsed  time  of  13  j 
hours  and  15  minutes. 


Accompanied  by  a regular  comibat  craw,  Captain 
Carl  B,  McDaniel,  of  the  96th  Bombardment  Squad- 
ron, accomplished  a night  flight  from  Langley 
Field  to  Barksdale  Field  and  return  on  November 
30th.  No  landing  was  made  at  Barksdale  Field, 
and  the  total  timie  of  the  fli^t  was  12  hours 
and  10  minutes. 


designer  and  manufacturer,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  anniversary  of  the  first  flight  of  the 
Wright  Brothers  on  December  17th,  flew  a 
Seversky  Pursuit  plane  from  Havana,  Cuba,  to 
Bolling  Field,  D.C. , in  an  elapsed  time  of  4 
hours,  50  minutes  and  59  seconds,  and.  covering 
a distance  of  over  1400  miles. 

ILlQirS  - ERRANDS  OF  MERCY 
Under  adverse  weather  conditions,  Captain 
Harrison  G.  Crocker,  with  1st  Lieut,  Carl  R. 
Storrie  as  copilot,  made  an  emergency  flight  on 
January  1st  from  ^iaxwell  Field,  Ala.,  to 
Bolling  Field,  D.C. , to  bring  to  the  Walter 
Reed  General  Hospital  for  treatment, 

Thomas  L.  Gere,  ifcdic?il  Corps,  viho  wn.s  injured 
in  an  automobile  accident.  The  new  Douglas 
C-33  Transport,  in  ivhich  the  flight  was  made, 
covered  the  distance  of  750  miiles  in  four  hours. 


Once  again  Army  Air  Corps  personnel  in  Panama 
were  called  upon  to  perform  an  errand  of  mercy. 
A Government  nurse  in  David,  Panama,  was  in  des- 
perate need  of  an  i’pnediate  operation.  On  Jan- 
uary 19th,  within  5'^  hours  after  the  Comimanding 
Officer  of  Albrook  Field  was  called  upon  for 
aid,  the  sick  woman  was  in  a hospital  in  Panama 
ready  to  undergo  the  operation.  Two  Keystone 
B“6  Bombers  were  flown  to  David,  cne  of  them  be- 
ing used  as  a Iiospital  ship  on  the  return  jour- 
ney, with  a flight  surgeon  as  one  of  the  pass- 
engers. 


FLI(2irS  - MISCELLANEOUS 
Students  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  participating  in  the  pre-gradua- 
tion  imaintenance  fli^t,  taking  an  entirely  new 
route  and  visiting  universities  in  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Louisiana,  took  off  on  February  Srd 
and  returned  to  Kelly' Field  on  Februany  11th, 


Early  in  the  year,  complying  vdth  the  request 
of  the  Chief  Heklth  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Department,  a 3-6  Keystone  Bomber  from  Albrook 
Field,  Panama,  was  utilized  in  dusting  from  a 
suitable  apparatus  installed  in  the  plane  a 
inixtui’e  of  paris  green  and  piilverized  clay  over 
inaccessible  parts  of  Victoria  Fill,  which  wa.s 
found  to  be  a breeding  place  for  mosquitoes  in 
large  Quantities.  The  dusting  brought  very 
effective  results. 


Twenty-two  students  of  the  Pursuit  Section  of 
the  Ad-vanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
took  off  on  April  1st  on  an  individual  naviga- 
tion flight  to  Niission  and  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 
There  was  one  forced  landing  due  to  engine 
trouble. 


During  the  first  week  in  Anril,  the  7th  Bom- 
bardment Groip,  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , parti- 
cip3.ted  in  quite  a number  of  flights.  On  April 
6th,  Army  Day,  the  Air  Base  was  thrown  open  to 
the  public  in  an  "Open  House"  celebration  and 
featuring  exhibitions  cf  formation  flying, 
aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  missions.  On  the 
ground  viere  exhibits  of  the  great  mmber  of  ac- 
tivities so  necessary  in  maintaining  a fighting 
unit. 


Major  Alexander  P.  deSeversky,  noted  airci«ft 
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Afforded  an  opportunity  ty  the  National  Broad- 
casting Co,  to  join  its  "Maggie  Key"  program  in 
prep.ar’ation  for  Ariry  Day,  a short  program  was 
"broadcast  from  one  of  the  B-17  "Flying  Fortress- 
es" of  the  2nd  Bomberdment  Gro-up,  Langley  Field, 
while  it  was  flying  over  Washington,  D.C. , on 
Sunday,  April  6th.  The  "broadcast  was  coordinat- 
ed from  the  N.B.C.  studios  in  New  York  City, 
with  Mr.  John  B.  Kennedy,  well  known  N.B.C.  com- 
mentator, aboard  the  plane.  In  addition  to  the 
"broadcast  of  an  interview  "between  General  Brant, 
Cormaander  of  the  Second  Wing,  GEQ  Air  Force, and 
Mr.  Kennedy,  a realistic  demonstration  was 
given  of  the  manner  in  which  the  combat  crew  on 
a "Flying  Fortress"  goes  into  action. 

On  May  17th,  74  airplanes  from  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  took  eff  on 
the  customary  navigation  training  flight.  The 
flight  was  commnded  "by  hiajor  R.D.  Knapp,  Di- 
rector of  Flying  Training  at  this  School.  The 
purpose  of  the  flight  was  to  give  the  students 
their  final  navigation  training  flight,  using 
all  the  navigational  aids  possi'ble*  to  acquaint 
them  with  operations  and  the  use  of  the  Federal 
Airways;  to  further  their  instruction  in  main- 
tenance of  airplanes  on  field  maneuvers,  and  t® 
create  interest  among  students  of  the  various 
colleges  visited  as  to  the  educational  facili- 
ties offered  at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 
Universities  in  the  States  of  Oklahoma,  Kansas, 
Missoviri  and  Arkansas  were  visited  "by  the  ad- 
vanced flying  students. 


The  Army's  new  substratosphere  plane,  the 
Locklieed  XC-35,  made  its  initial  performance 
flights  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  on  August  5th. 

In  October,  I'lajor  Caleb  Y.  Haynes  and  Curtis 
E.  LeMay,  accompanied  by  an  official  of  the 
National  Advisory  Conmittee  for  Aeronautics, 
flew  from  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  Langley  Field 
in  a B-17  Bombardment  plane  in  the  remarkable 
time  of  one  hour  and  45  minutes. 


Officers  stationed  at  Wright  Field  acconplish- 
ed  an  exceedingly  fast  flight  in  the  Air  Corps 
substratosphere  plane  on  November  2iid.  Taking 
off  from  Chicago,  they  passed  over  Chanute 
Field,  111.,  at  an  altitude  of  19,000  feet,  and 
from  there  to  Wright  Field,  when  the  timing  of 
the  flight  was  started,  an  altitude  of  between 
19,000  and  21,000  feet  was  maintained,  the  dis- 
tance of  220  miles  being  covered  in  38  minutes, 
thus  averaging  a speed  of  close  to  350  miles 
per  heur.  Due  to  the  supercharged  cabin  feature 
of  the  airplane,  no  oxygen  equipment  or  heavy 
clothing  were  necessary. 


The  largest  Bombardment  airplane  thus  far 
built  for  the  Air  Corps,  the  XB-15,  left 
Seattle,  Wash. , December  2nd,  for  Dayton,  Ohio, 
where  it  was  due  to  undergo  final  tests. 


IMEUVERS  AND  EXERCISES 
QIQ  Air  Force 

The  GHQ,  Air  Force,  with  the  63rd  Coast  Artil- 
lery (anti-aircraft)  attached,  concentrated  in 
the  Hamilton  Field  - March  Field  areas  and  con- 
ducted operations  therein  during  the  month  of 
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May.  The  primary  purpose  of  the 'exercise  was 
to  test  the  fvill  strength  organization  of  the^  ^ 
various  units  of  the  fflQ  Air  Force ^ as  set  vcp  in 
the  tentative  test  tables  of  organization. 

In  rough  figures,  the  men  and  airplanes  en- 
gaged in  this  maneuver  totaled  425  officers  and 
fl^ng  cadets,  3,400  enlisted  men  and  260  air- 
planes. The  period  from  May  1st  to  9th  was  de- 
voted to  the  concentration.  The  combat  air- 
planes, manned,  by  their  crews,  converged^ on 
their  operating  airdromes  with  great  rapidity, 
most  of  them  arriving  at  their  destination 
within  48  hours  after  departing  f rom^  their  home 
stations.  These  units  made  daily  flights  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  concentration  period 
in  order  to  familiarize  themselves  with^the 
terrain  over  which  they  would  be  operating  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  few  weeks. 

A Frovisional  Air  Transport  Squadron  of  13 
transport  planes  comprised  the  air  transport 
component  for  the  ground  echelon.  All  men  and 
supplies  not  transported  by  air  or  rail  were 
moved  to  their  maneuver  stations  by  motor  con- 
voy. 

Tactical  operations  began  on  May  10th  and 
ended  on  May  21st.  The  defending  force,  the 
1st  Wing,  was  based  at  Ivtiroc  Dry  Lake,  Calif.  , 
while  the  various  \mits  of  the  attacking  force, 
the  Second  Wing,  were  based  at  seven  different 
airdromes.  Muroc  Dry  Lake  and  vicinity  was 
assured  to  be  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  with 
its  airplane  factories,  docks,  harbors  and 
other  facilities.  This  site  was  selected  as  ^ 
the  defended  area  because  it  offered  the  oppor-Q^I 
tunity  to  conduct  actual  bombing  and  chemical 
operations. 

Targets  representing  the  facilities  and  in- 
stallations of  this  metropolis  were  outlined 
with  lime  on  the  sands  of  the  Lake,  and  it  was 
at  these  objectives  that  the  opposing  Bombard- 
ment directed  tne  force  of  its  attacks.  Addi- 
tional bombardment  targets  were  erected  on- 
Great  Salt  Lake,  where  a few  of  the  bombardment 
attacks  were  directed. 

The  deconcentration  period  began  on  May  22nd 
and  ended  May  30th,  and  might  be  termed  the 
"concentration  in  reverse."  Units  were  moved 
to  their  home  stations  by  the  same  means  of 
transportation  as  were  enployed  to  concentrate 
them.  I' 


First  Wing,  GHQ,  Air  Force 
Under  the  general  supervision  of  Brigadier 
General  Delos  C,  Emmons,  Commanding  the  1st 
Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Ifercli  Field,  Calif.,  the 
19th  Bombardment  Group  conducted  one  of  the 
most  successful  minor  joint  exercises  held  be- 
tween the  Array  and  the  Navy  for  many  a year. 

The  general  p-urposes  of  the  problem  were  to 
practice  and  determine  the  bombing  accuracy 
at  high  altitudes  against  a fast  moving  towed 
target.  The  special  purposes  were  to  test 
and  deterroine  the  present  communications  set-up 
and  the  relative  merits  of  individual^ versus 
formation  bombing,  as  well  as  the  various  / 
bombing  patterns  best  suited  to  such  targets*  V 
The  Commanding  General  was  especially  pleased 
with  the  splendid  cooperation  between  the  of- 
ficers of  both  services. 

Second  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force 
The  functioning  of  the  trim  and  speedy  new 
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airplanes  with  %vhicli  the  GHQ  Air  Force  is 
equipped  was  tested  mder  iTinter  conditions  in 
the  Sdfridge  Field,  Mich,  , area  from  February 
1st  to  24th.  Ox’er  100  officers  and  300  enlist- 
ed men  participa.ted  in  this  project. 


The  Squadrons  of  the  8th  Pursuit  Group, 
Langley  Field,  Va, , moved  into  the  field  at 
Virginia  Beach,  Va. , April  12th,  for  a period 
of  two  w’eeks  to  participate  in  the  field  exer- 
cises of  the  Second  Vfing,  OEQ  Air  Force. 


For  tvm  weeks,  beginning  April  12th,  the  2nd 
Bombardment  Group,  Lengley  Field,  Va.  , under 
the  coirmand  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Eobert  Olds,  was 
engaged  in  maneuvers  at  Becky  Mo;mt,  N.C. 


The  18tb  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  Ifitchel 
Field,  N.y.  , was  attached  to  the  9th  Bombard- 
roent  Group  from  that  station  dxiring  the  Second 
Wing'  concentration  at  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, 
Aid.  , Tidiere  it  served  as  "eyes"  for  the  Group. 


Pa.-.iaoEi,  Canal  Department 
For  two  weeks  beginning  i'4'rcH~T?th,  Pursuit 
personnel  from  Albrook  Field,  basing  et  Rio 
Hato , and  Bombardment  personnol  from  France 
Field,  tesing  at  Aguedulce,  engaged  in  aerial 
gunnery  and  p'erforrrmd  variou.s  types  of  missions, 
the  Pursuit  simulating  Attack  and  in  most  cases 
supporting  the  Eombar&ient  in  their  missions, 
except  that  on  patrol  missions  the  Pursuit 
sought  put  the  supposedly  friendly  Observation 
planes  and  attacked  them. 

Hawaiian  Department 

During  the  latter  r. art  of Tanuary , the  50th 
Observation  Squadron  from  L’oke  Field,  and  the 
19th  Pursuit  Squadron  from  'Wheeler  Field  co- 
operated in  a series  of  exercises  to  determine 
the  ability  of  Pursuit  to  operate  against  the 
concentrated  fire  power  of  a formation  of  air- 
craft cf  modem  type. 

In  the  period  from  April  12th  to  25th,  the 
5th  Compesite  Group,  Luke  Field,  participated 
in  the  annuiel  Hawaiian  Department  imneuvers  in 
cooperation  mth  the  U.  S.  DIavy. 

Philip-pine  Department 
Air  Corps  organisations  stationed  in  the 
Philippines  participated  in  field  exercises  for 
a period  of  Wo  weeks  during  the  latter  part  of 
January,  and  which  proved  very  successful.  The 
3rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  of  Clark  Field,  together 
with  the  4th  Conposite  Group  Headquarters  of 
Nichols  Field,  were  based  at  the  Del  Carmen 
Sugar  Field,  while  the  2nd  Observation  and  28th 
Bombardment  Squadrons  v/ere  encamped  at  Sugar 
Centrales  on  the  Island  of  Luzon. 

TRAINING 
1st  Wing,  GHQ.  Air  Force 
On  four  consecuitive  Saturdays  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  the  7th  Bombard- 
ment Group  at  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  , conducted 
very  interesting  and  instructive  tactical  opera- 
tions in  order  to  test  the  efficiency  cf  the 
Group  as  a wThole.  These  operations  included 
formation  flying,  navigation  problems,  bombing 
and  attack  missio3as,  and  bombing  missions  at  a 
high  altitude. 


The  17th  Attack  Group  departed  from  its  home 
station,  Iviarch  Field,  Calif.  , on  October  27th, 
for  its  annual  fall  maneuvers  fer  a ten-day  pe- 
riod. The  Group  operated  with  its  £u].l 
strength  of  51  officers  and  254  enlisted  noon, 
the  equipment  consisting  of  32  Attack  airplanes. 

The  19th  Bombardment  Group,  March  Field, 

Calif.  , completed  on  December  21st  the  second 
phase  of  intensive  training, devoted  primarily 
to  the  airplane  comrander  and  his  crev/,  by  con- 
ducting boitbiag  practice  over  the  Ivfcjave  Desert. 
Bombs  of  various  sizes,  ranging  from  600  to 
2,000  pounds,  were  employed  in  this  practice. 

Secof-d  V^ing,  (SI‘^  Air  Force 
The  l7th"Pursu3.T~ Sg^v.adron,  SeTTrTcTge  Field, 
IHch.  , spent  the  period  from  I/larch  15th  to  2Wd, 
inclusive,  in  aerial  gunnery  practice  at  Camp 
Sceel,  Oscoda,  liich. 


During  the  period  between  June  24th  and  July 
8th,  the  33rd,  35th  and  36th  P-'orsuit  Squadrons 
and  the  37th  Attack  Squadron,  8th  Pursuit  Group, 
of  Langley  Field,  Va. , including  45  officers 
and  333  enlisted  uaen,  with  equipment  comprising 
one  B-1C3  Boirben:dment , 37  PB-2A  Pursuit  and  6 
A-17  Attack  airplanes,  were  encamped  at  the 
Virginia  National  Guard  Airport,  Virginia  Beach, 
Va.  , in  order  to  conduct  aerial  gunnery  and 
combat  exercises. 


The  Ivst  Bombardment  Squadron,  commanded  by 
l^fejor  Clande  Duncan,  and  the  31st  Bombardment 
Squadron  from  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.,  co^nronded 
by  Major  James  Taylor,  departed  for  their  home 
stations  on  J’cly  12th,  after  a week  of  inten- 
sive training  on  stationary  and  moving  targets 
at  Langley  Field,  Va.  The  officers  of  the  31st 
Squadron  were  ferried  to  Langley  Field  by 
transport,  and  w^ere  furnished  erAisted  crevra 
and  airplanes  by  the  2nd  Bombardmenb  Group. 


From  July  1st  to  24th,  the  94th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron, Self  ridge.  Field,  Mich.  , ivas  engaged  in 
aerial  gunnery  practice  at  Camp  Sioeel,  Oscoda, 
Mich,  , Wring  the  course  of  which  a new  method 
of  firing  - mass  firing  on  ground  targets  of 
three,  six  and  tv/elx'e  aircraft,  all  firing 
si^aultaneo^lsl7  - vias  conducted. 


The  8th  Pursuit  Group,  of  Langley  Field,  vas 
engaged  in  maneuvers  at  Virginia  Beach,  Va.  . . 
from  Jiily  2Sth  to  August  Sth,  during  which 
ground  and  aerial  gunnery  vras  conducted.  This 
completed  the  third  such  encamproent  of  the 
Group  during  the  year  at  the  Virginia  National 
Guaa-d  Airport. 

On  August  1st  and  2nd,  the  37th  Attack  Squad- 
ron, Langley  Field,  Va.  , worked  coopera.tix^e  mis- 
sions vath  the  Chemical  Wai'fara  School  at  Edge- 
wood  Arsenal,  lid.  , involving  the  laying  of 
smoke  screens. 

The  97th  Observation  Squadron  (Corps  and  Anry) 
left  Mtchel  Field,  N.Y.  , on  February  l7th  for 
a three-day  trip  to  Florida  and  Alabama,  for 
the  purpose  of  training  in  unit  arid  individual 
r.avigation,  familiarization  with  terrain  and 
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airports  and  maintenance  of  airplanes  away  from 
the  home  field.  Personnel  participating  vrere 
4 officers,  3 flying  cadets  and  7 enlisted  men, 
utilizing  7 0-46  Observation  planes.  The 
total  distance  covered  was  2118  miles,  with  a 
flying  time  of  14  hours  and  40  minutes. 


The  20th  Bombardment  Squadron,  2n.d  Bombard- 
ment Group,  completed  a week  of  field  training, 
September  13-18,  at  Virginia  Beach,  Va. 


The  49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 
returned  to  its  heme  station  on  September  18th, 
after  conpleting  a very  successful  week  in  the 
field  at  Virginia  Beach. 

During  the  first  tvao  weeks  in  October,  the 
2nd  BombardriBnt  Group,  Langley  Field,  was  en- 
gaged in  a coiap rehen sive  and  accurate  test  of 
the  range  and  efficiency  of  the  B-17  Bombard- 
ment plane  under  different  load  and  speed  re- 
quirements, with  most  gratifying  results. 

The  37th  Attack  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  on 
November  5th,  conducted  an  experimental  instru- 
ment training  flight,  v/hen  the  pilots  of  three 
airplanes,  flying  under  the  hood,  at  two,  four 
and  six  thousand  feet  altitude,  respectively, 
were  directed  to  IvH.ddletox'n,  Pa.  , by  rad-io  con- 
trol from  a fourth  airplane  which  performed  the 
navigating  and  directing.  The  experiment  prov- 
ed very  successful. 


The  21st  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y.  , u^as  one  of  the  participating  units 
in  the  Ariry  and  Navy  joint  minor  exercises  held 
off  the  vjaters  of  Chesapeake  Bay  during  the 
week  beginning  November  1st. 


The  37th  Attack  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
flew  a cooperative  mission  with  the  Chenucal 
Warfare  School  at  Edgewood  Arsenal , Jv!d.  , on 
November  18th. 


Third  TVing,  GHQ  Ai r Force 
The  20th  Pursuit  Group , Bark s dsil e F5. eld.  La.  , 
comprising  the  55th,  77th  and  79th  Pur-suit 
Sqiiadrons,  conducted  high  altitude  aerial  gun- 
nery practice  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  between 
March  24th  and  April  20th,  each  organization 
being  encamped  at  that  post  for  the  period  of 
one  week. 


The  55th  Pursuit  Sauadron,  Barksdale  Field, 
La.  , participated  in  maneuvers  in  the  Waco- San 
Antonio-Houston  area,  in  Texas,  and  after  two 
weeks  of  vigorous  field  exercises  returned  to 
the  homo  base  on  October  29th. 


The  77th  Pursuit  Scuadron,  Barksdale  Field, 
La.  , played  an  active  part  in  the  Third  Wing 
Maneuvers,  October  16-29,  during  which  time  it 
was  based  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas. 


Nineteen  Attack  planes  from  the  Third  Wing, 

GHQ  Air  Force,  Barksdale  Field,  La.  , tinder  the 
command  of  tJajor  P.L.  Williams,  arrived  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  November  7th,  and  took 
off  the  next  day  for  Camp  Btillis,  where  the  air- 
men carried  out  a training  mission  in  connec- 
tion with  the  test  division  in  the  field  in 


that  locality.  On  the  afternoon  of  November 
8th,  another  flight  of  19  Attack  planes  from 
Barksdale  Field,  under  the  corarmnd  of  Ifejor  A.C. 
Strickland,  arrived  at  Carep  Bullis  to  carry  out 
a similar  mission. 


Hau-a.iip.n  Department 

During  the  month  of  Jan'oary,  the  units  of  the 
5th  Composite  Group,  Luke  Field,  achieved  sub- 
stantial progress  towards  the  completion  of 
their  annual  training  program.  Emphasis  was 
placed  on  navigation  and  aerial  photography  in 
the  Observation  (Reconnaissance)  Squadrons, 
while  each  of  the  Bombardment  squadrons  complet- 
ed one  of  their  periodical  tours  of  the  Islands. 

During  the  period  from  July  6th  to  19th,  the 
23rd  Bombardment  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  was  en- 
gaged in  aerial  gunnery,  ground  machine  gunnery 
and  fired  the  pistol  course. 


The  50th  Observation  Squadron,  Luke  Field, 
with  7 airplanes  cf  various  types,  took  off  on 
July  12th  for  a brief  period  of  tactical  train- 
ing at  Morse  Field,  Island  of  Havmiii. 

From  July  26th  to  August  7th,  the  72nd  Bom- 
bardment Squadron,  Lulce  Field,  vras  engaged  in 
aerial  gunnery  practice  at  Bellows  Field. 

In  the  period  from  September  2nd  to  15th,  the 
50th  Observation  Squadron,  Liike  Field,  was  en- 
gaged in  annual  training  at  the  Waimanalo  Mili- 
tary Reservation,  during  which  it  completed  its 
ground  small  arms  and.  irachine  gun  firing. 

The  4th  Observation  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  re- 
turned to  its  home  station  on  November  12th, 
after  spending  a week  of  field  training  at 
South  Cape,  Island  of  Havra.ii.  A total  of  6 
Air  Corps  officers,  one  Medical  officer  and  30 
enlisted  men  participated. 

The  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  Luke  Field, 
sent  four  Keystone  Bombardment  planes  to  Hilo, 
Island  of  Harjaii,  on  December  10th,  the  pinpose 
of  the  flight  being  routine  navigation  training 
and  to  acq'uaint  new  officers  of  the  Squadron 
with  outlying  fields. 

During  the  m.onth  of  November,  the  4th  Obser- 
vation Squadron,  Luke  Field,  completed  its  most 
extensive  training  period  of  the  year.  Over  200 
hours  were  flovna  by  eleven  pilots. 

The  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  Luke  Field, 
v;as  selected  as  the  highest  rating  squadron  in 
the  5th  Composite  Groop  for  the  training  year 
1937,  and  was  awarded  the  Hawaiian  Department 
strearrser  to  be  carried  on  its  guidon. 

Air  Corps  Training  Center 

Statistics  released  by  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center  disclosed  that  from  the  period  October 
I 1,  1931,  to  March,  1937,  inclusive,  a total  of 
117,319  ho\rrs  of  flying  instruction  was  given, 
during  vdiich  time  there  was  but  one  accident  - 
a collision  in  the  air  of  two  planes,  causing 
the  death  of  three  men.  Other  than  that,  na 
accidents  causing  even  serious  injirry  during 
student  instruction  have  occxirred.  This  shows 

V-7637,  A.C. 


-10- 


an  average  of  39*  105  hotxrs  per  fatality,  on  the 
primary  stage  as  against  12,000  hours  per  fa- 
tality in  the  service  at  large. 

The  Bombardment  Sect  ion ’of  th©  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  Kelly  Field,  Texa.s,  was  eliminated 
in  order  to  adjust  traini-tig  methods  to  the 
changes  in  military  tactical  flying  -vidiich  have 
arisen  as  a restilt  of  the  development  of  the 
new  Bombardment  planes. 

In  April,  22  students  of  the  Observation  Sec- 
tion of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  began  their 
course  in  the  obs0rva,tion  of  artillery  fire  at 
Caqp  Stanley,  Texas.  The  ground  co\ar6e  was 
conducted  hy  Captain  E.E.  Randall,  instructor, 
and  Is-sted  for  24  recitation  hours.  This  was 
follorred  by  simulated  artillery  fire  on  th© 
Kelly  Field  naniature  range.  In  this  phase  of 
the  training  each  student  had  a minimum  of  ten 
problems  to  familiarize  him  with  the  procedtire 
of  artillery  ad. justment , Two-way  radio  commu- 
nication was  used. 

Air  Corps  Tactical  School 

The  1936-l¥37~'®ass~at~?Ee"'E7~tS^s  Tactical 
School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  , conpleted  one  week 
of  maiaeuvers  on  May  2m  at  the  Bcnibing  and  Gun- 
nery Base  at  Valparaiso,  Fla. 

Students  of  the  Air  Cojrps  Tactical  School  vis- 
ited the  Infantry  School  at  Fort  Banning,  Ga.  , 
on  October  19th,  and  witnessed  tactical  demon- 
strations by  the  Infantry  troops  stationed 
thereat.  On  November  16th  they  rmde  another 
visit  to  the  Infantry  School  to  witness  a de- 
monstration of  what  may  be  e:^ected  in  artil- 
lery fir©  from  the  division  artillery.  Prior 
to  these  visits,  the  new  refresher  class  at  the 
Infantry  School,  Port  Beming,  Ga.  , paid  a vis- 
it to  Maxwell  Field  on  Wovenber  5th,  and  were 
cooducted  on  a tour  of  inspection  through  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School.  They  mtnesssd  a 
flying  schedule  of  the  students  of  the  Tactical 
School  and  wore  given  several  illustrated 
lectures. 

Students  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
paid  their  annuel  fall  visit  to  the  Valparaiso 
Boid)ing  and  Gunnery  Base  to  conduct  two  days  of 
machine  gun  firing.  For  this  pumose  the 
School  was  divided  into  two  sections,  th©  first 
section  conducbiiag  their  firing  the  week  end  of 
October  14th,  and  the  second  section  the  week 
end  of  October  21st. 

Air  Corps  Heserye 

From  July  18th~T;F’^Is^7~'®^e~^6th  Observation 
Squadron  (Reserve)  was  stationed  at  Ibffett 
Field,  Calif.,  and  utilizing  their  own  planes, ^ 
B'T-9's  and  ?T“«3*s,  participated  in  an  intensive 
program  of  flying,  featuring  radio  missions  and 
guiviary  on  gro-und  targets. 

Jmy  31,  1937,  marked  the  closing  of  one  of 
the  :2ost  successfiil  aaad  instructive  14-day  ac- 
tixre  duty  canps  fer  Air  Esserve  officers  at 
Schoen  Field,  Fort  Benjamis  Harrison,  Ind.  The 
Reserve  officers  participated  in  forimtidn,  in- 
Eitruvant  and  ni^t  flying  in  the  mornings,  and 
devoted  the  afternoons  to  class  room  work  and . 
le^tines. 

From  AuOTst  1st  to  6th,  the  367tb.  Observation 
Squadron  (Reserve)  performed  a full  schedule  of 
tactical  flying  at  Ibffett  Field,  Calif. , and 
then  departed  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
4th  Army  Ifeneuvers,  at  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.  These 
constituted  the  largest  mobilization 


in  the  Pacific  Northwest  since  World  War  days. 
The  91st  Obsexn'ation  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  at 
Fort  Lewis,  was  one  of  the  participating  xiaits. 

During  the  noonth  of  Augirst,  the  96th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , cond'ucted  a 
14-day  training  canm  for  Air  Reserve  officers. 

West  Point  Cadets 

At  Mitchel  IT eld’7^ • t r7~dufing  the  period 
from  Jxme  l2th  to  July  3rd,  cadets  of  the 
senior  class  of  the  U.  S.  ivSlitary  Acadeny  re- 
ceived a practical  test  of  the  vra.y  the  United 
States  ei^loys  its  air  forces.  The  cadets 
manifested  a keen  interest  in  military  avia- 
tion. The  rt»rnings  were  devoted  to  the  vari- 
ous phases  of  flyirg,  and  the  afternoons  to 
lectures  and  interesting  excursions  to  the  va/- 
rious  activities  about  the  post.  Each  cadet 
received  approximately  seven  hours  of  flying. 
The  class  was  divided  into  three  sectiora,  each 
section  being  stationed  at  i\fi.tchel  Field  for 
the  period  of  a week. 

On  August  20th,  the  1938  class  cf  the  U.S. 
Mlitary  Academy  paid  their  annual  fall  -^dsit 
to  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  at  Langley  Field. 
The  Group  CortTiander  gave  the  cadets  a short 
talk  on  the  perforitences,  missicn  and  the  fu- 
ture of  four- engine  airplanes  in  the  defense 
of  the  nation.  The  cadets  displayed  keen  in- 
terest in  the  E-17  "F3,ying  Fortresses,"  in- 
specting them  thoroughly  and  witnessing  the 
loading  thereon  of  various  sized  bombs.  Later 
they  were  afforded  a precise  demonstration  of 
bombing  on  a typical  target  located  on  ?lxm 
Tree  Island. 


DSMOTSTEATIONS  AND  REVIMS 
Planes  and  personnel  from  Albrook  and  France 
Fields,  ParooB,  Ca-nal  Zone,  on  January  23rd, 
assed  in  review  to  honor  Major  General  H.W. 
utner,  Panana  Canal  Department  Comiander,  who 
was  sailing  for  the  United  States. 

An  aerial  review  ms  flown  at  Barksdale  Field, 
La.  , on  tferch  13th,  in  honor  of  Brigadier  Gen. 
Gerald  C.  Brant,  cormsnding  the  3rd  Wing,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  departtore  for  Langley  Field 
to  assume  commnd  of  the  3nd  Wing,  GHQ  Air 
Force. 

The  90tli  Attack  Squadron,  Barksdale  Field, 

La.  , dispatched  six  A-17  Attack  planes  to  Fort 
Benning,  Ga.  , on  April  1st  to  participate  in  a 
chcndcal  warfare  demonstration  at  the  Infantry 
School  for  the  instruction  of  its  regi-ilar  class 
of  students.  \ 

Vice  President  John  N.  Garner  and  Mrs.Gaz-ner, 
along  with  32  senators  and  74  representatives 
and  their  wives,  and  ether  government  officials 
were  in  a visiting  delegation,  at  Langley  Field, 
Va.  , cn  April  24th.  A series  of  maneuvers  was 
staged  for  the  visitors  and  participated  in  by 
the  27th  ?ursu3.t  Squadron  of  Sel fridge  Field, 
the  9th  Bombardment  Group  from  I'titchel  Field, 
and  the  8th  Pursuit  and  2nd  Boiiibardnant  Groups 
of  Langley  Field.  I'lachine  gun  firing  with 
tracer  bullets  at  ground  targets  by  the  Pursuit 
personnel , bomb  dropping  by  the  Borabardmem: 
nersonnel,  and  the  laying  cf  a smoke  scrcexi  by 
Ihe  37th  Attack  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 
featured  the  aerial  demonstration. 

Six  planes  from  Albrook  and  France  Fields, 
Panarm  Canal  Zone,  flew  in  a review  on  April 
20th  in  honor  of  Major  General  David  L.  Stone, 
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the  new  commnder  of  the  Paoarra  Caxial  Depart- 
ment. 

Reserve  officers  attending  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Reserve  Officers  Association  at 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  v?ere  given  a demonstration 
of  night  flying  at  Kelly  Field  on  the  night  of 
May  23rd. 

Students  of  the  Array  War  College  visited  the 
Second  Bomhardment  Group,  GRQ  Air  Force .Langley 
Field,  Va.  , on  June  15th,  and  after  witnessing 
the  installation  of  various  sices  of  hoitbs  in 
the  B-17  Bombardment  planes,  were  spectators  at 
a demonstration  of  hcmbing  hy  this  Gro'up  a,nd  a 
machine  gutmery  demonstration  "by  the  squadrons 
of  the  8th  Pursixit  Groiip. 

On  June  15th,  the  8th  Pursuit  Group,  Langley 
Field,  in  its  demonstration  of  machine  guimery 
"before  students  of  the  Army  War  College,  used 
tracer  ammunition  to  enable  the  visitors  actu- 
ally to  see  the  curtain  of  fire  laid  down  on 
the  targets. 

During  the  National  Air  Races  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  the  first  week  in  Scptem"ber,  the  Arity  Air 
Corps  participated  to  the  extent  of  staging 
fommtion  flights  cf  B-17  Bombardment  pl.anes; 
maneuvers  "by  a squadron  of  PB-2A*  s from  Langley 
Field,  led  hy  Captain  Ned  Schranr.'.,  and  original 
and  entertaining  acro'batlcs  "by  three  pilots 
from  J&..xwell  Field,  Ala.  , termed  the  ''Scy 
Larks,'*  who  -proved  worthy  successors  to  the 
"Three  Men  on  a Flying  Trapeze." 

On  August  20th,  the  troops  of  the  Kaivaiian 
Department  paxa,ded  in  honor  of  Ivir,  Henry 
Ivbrganthau,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
spite  of  the  extremely  rough  air,  an  irrpressive 
sho'.'ving  T,vas  made  hy  the  Air  Corps  units,  which 
turned  out  every  availa'ble  nan  for  the  ceremony. 

Honoring  tbijor  General  Hugh  A.  Dru'm,  outgoing 
Comnanding  Genei-al  of  the  Ha-v?aiian  Department, 
Air  Corps  troops  in  that  Departznent,  in  August, 
1937,  participated  in  the  greatest  review  held 
since  the  World  War,  "both  ground  aizd.  aerial. 

The  aerial  review  was  participated  in  "by  two 


A flight  of  B'“12  Bonbardment  planes  of  the 
5th  Composite  Group,  Luke  Field,  T.H. , greeted 
Major  General  0.  "^festover  on  the  occasion  of 
his  arrival  on  Octo'ber  7th  in  the  Hawaiian  De- 
partment to  inspect  Air  Corps  activities. 

Six  Douglas  B~18  Bonbardment  planes  from 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  , passed  in  an  aerial  re- 
view before  Najcr  General  Westover,  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  on  the  morning  of  October  18th, 
upon  his  oxrival  in  San  Francisco  Bay  follo'V'dng 
an  inspection  cf  Air  Corps  activities  in  Hawaii. 

In  conmemoration  cf  the  first  flight  of  the 
Wright  Brothers  at  Kitty  Haw/k,  N. C.,  December 
17,  1S03,  all  Army  Air  Corps  stations  wrere  di- 
rected to  place  all  available  airplanes  in  the 
air  on  December  17th  at  the  ho-or  the  first 
flight  w.'as  OBjde,  weather  permitting. 


c 


FLOOD  E^IEF  OPERATIONS 

Personnel  and  pla'nes  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force 
played  an  important  role  in  the.  rescue  and  re- 
lief of  distressed  persons  in  the  flooded  Ohio 
River  "FaJ-ley  in  January.  Aerial  photographers 
mapped,  the  entire  Ohio  River  Valley  in  the 
flood  area  from  Pertsmouth  to  its  ncuth  at 
Cairo,  111. , including  tributaries.  Photo- 
graphs wrere  tal-ren^of  levees  and  other  parts  of 
the  flood  region  for  the  use  of  Army  Engineers. 

From  January  27th  to  February  6th,  Captain 
R.K.  Baisley,  accompanied  by  Master  Sergea,nt 
Andrew  E.  Matos,  piloted  a Fairchild  G-8  photo- 
graphic airplane  o-Ver  the  flooded  Ohio  River 
valley  district,  covering  over  3900  sqi:iare 
miles  in  13  senarate  flights,  to-baling  41  hours, 
"shooting"  vertical  and  oblique  views  of  the 
flood  crest  in  order  to  determine  the  area  cov- 
ered hy  the  flood  and  the  hi^  water  marks  from 
Beaver,  Pa, , to  Cairo,  111. 

Captain  Paul  T.  Cullen,  flying  a similar 
plane,  with  a crew  from  Mitcnel  Field,  was  on 
the  same  mission,  and  the  Arriy  airmen  vrorked 
almost  unceasingly  to  accomplish  their  mission. 
Flying  at  from.  8,000  to  10,000  feet  altitude, 


C-33  Transports  as  the  TiTing  Eeadnuarters  Flight,!  view^s^vere  taken  with  excellent  results,  de- 


Martin  Bombers  from  L-uke  Field  and  Pursuit  and 
Attack  planes  from  Wieeler  Field. 

The  highlight  of  the  National  i'merican  Legion 
Convention,  held  in  New'  York  City,  saw  the  GEQ, 
Air  Force  in  an  aerial  dencnstratio-xi  cn  Septem- 
ber 21st,  involving  tPe  Second  and  Third  Wings 
of  Langley  Field  and  Barksdale  Field,  respect- 
ively. Composing  the  Second  ''7ing  were  the  'Ind 
Bombardment  Group  of  4 B-17  Bombers | the  8th 
Pursuit  Group,  consisting  of  18  PB~2  "Puj'suit 
Bombers;  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  from  Self ridge 
Field,  I'fich.  , composed  of  18  P~26  Purszi3.t 
planes,  and  the  9th'  Bombardment  Groip  from 
1-fi.tchel  Field,  N.Y.  , equip-oed  with  B-10  .Bombers. 
The  Third  ’’fing  w^as  represented  by  the  13th  and 
90th  Attack  Squadrons  of  the  3rd  Attack  Groip, 
each  equipped  with  18  A-17  Attack  planes.  Fly- 
ing demonstrations  wrere  staged  over  the  monster 
American  Legion  parade , one  shortly  before  noon, 
another  in  the  late  afternoon,  and  a forty- 
minute  flight  at  night  at  10s 35  p.m. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  Fort  Lev/is,  "^Jash.  , on 
October  1st,  all  ground  troops  of  this  post 
were  t-urned  out  on  the  main  highway,  and  a re- 
view formation  wzas  flo-v/n  hy  the  91st  Observa- 
tion Sq-uadron* 
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I spite  rain,  snow  and  overcast  skies. 

Airplanes  cf  the  55th  Division,  Middouri  Na- 
tional Guard,  for  a period  of  ten  days  from 
January  23rd,  were  flown  in  flood  relief  opera?- 
I tions  in  the  Ohio  River  Valley.  About  110 
I hours  vrere  floivn  in  patrolling  the  levees,  in 
i reconnaissance  and  in  aerial  photographic  work, 
j Army  airmen  from  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  flying 
i a Transport,  an  Obser-vation  and  a Photographic 
i plane,  participated  in  relief  work  in  the  flood- 
I ed  Ohio  River  Valley.  One  plane  was  sent  to 
i Louisville,  Ky.  , with  serum  for  the  flood  s-uf- 
ferers.  The  photographic  plane  was  engaged  in 
vrork  in  the  viciiiity  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Over 
120  hours  were  flown  by  the  Brooks  Field  planes 
in  this  relief  w’-ork. 

The  freshet  waters  from  the  hills  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  and  the  tide  in  the  Potonte,c  River 
combined  to  flood  Bolling  Field,  D.C. , on  April 
27th,  forcing  the  Army  to  e-vacuate  personnel 
and  equipment.  This  flood  was  the  third  experi- 
enced hy  Bolling  Field  since  1933. 

Flood  relief  work  in  the  inundated  Central 
Valley,  Calif.  , -^vas  conducted  December  12th  and 
13th  by  the  88-bh  Recormaissance  Squadron  of 
Hamilton  Field,  Ca.lif.  Food  and  medical  sup- 
plies were  dropped  to  persons  merooned  by  the 
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flood,  and  photographs  were  taken  of  the  flood-’ 
ed  area  and  of  breaks  in  the  flood  control 
system. 

DELIVERY  OF  AIHPLAEES 

The  Second  Bombardixient  Group,  Langley  Field, 
received  on  March  4th  the  first  Y1B~17  airplane 
delivered  to  a,  tactical  nnit  of  the  Air  Corps. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  Group  v/ere  drawn  igj 
in  parade  forrcation  to  welcome  the  first  so 
called  "I'lying  Fortress.”  The  second  airplane 
of  this  type  ms  delivered  to  the  Group  on 
March  11th. 

The  first  of  the  newest  defense  weapon  of  the 
Arny  Air  Corps,  the  Douglas  E-18  Bombardment 
plane,  177  of  which  were  purchased  hy  the  Air 
Corps  for  the  use  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force,  arrived 
at  Eamilton  Field,  Calif.  , in  the  nuddle  of 
July. 

The  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Tex. 
gained  nine  additional  Attack  planes  cn  August 
2nd;  six  being  ferried  from  Barksdale  Field  and 
three  from  Maxvrell  Field.  These  airplanes  were 
to  he  used  to  angment  the  eciuipment  of  the  At- 
tack Section  of  the  School. 

During  the  month  of  August,  a.  total  of  eight 
BT-9  airplanes  \uere  ferried  from  the  West  Coast 
to  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field. 

Roaring  eastward  from  Calif orni.a  in  the  clos- 
ing days  of  October,  five  B-18  Bombardment 
planes  arrived  a,t  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  , for  as- 
sigiment  to  the  18th  Reconnaissance  Squadron. 

Four  North  American  BT-9  airplanes  were  fer- 
ried to  Langley  Field,  Va.  , from  the  factory  at 
I.-jg'’.ewiDod,  Calif,  , for  the  use  of  the  2nd  Bom- 
ba-:''ment  Group  as  messenger  and  utility  planes. 

Ihe  first  of  77  new  Seversky  P-35  Pursuit 
a;-,  rpi-anes  to  be  assigned  to  the  First  Pursuit 
G:  ):p  arrived  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.  , the 
io.st,  vredc  in  December, 


I Field,  v/ithout  personnel  cr  equipment,  was 
I traiisf erred  to  Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  N. C. 
i Headqua.rters  16th  Observation  Squadron  w-as 
j rendered  active,  v;ith  sta,tion  at  Fort  Bragg, 
i The  12th  Observation  Squadron,  Brooks  Field, 

I Texas,  less  Flight  "C,”  ms  transferred  to  Fort 
j Knox,  Ky.  Flight  ”C”  without  personnel  or 
equipment  was  transferred  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

The  1st  Photo  Section,  Brooks  Field,  was  re- 
designated  as  the  3rd  Observation  Squadron  and 
I transferred  to  Langley  Field. 

! The  ISth  Airship  Squadron,  Moffett  Field, 
i Calif. , was  redesignated  and  consolidated  with 
i the  3rd  Balloon  Squa.dron,  heretofore  inactive, 

I an  an  active  unit,"  with  station  at  Fort  Lev/is, 
j Wash. 

j The  82nd  Observation  Sqxaadron  was  constituted 
I as  an  active  unit  at  Ibffett  Field,  Calif. 

! The  Headq’oarters  of  the  18th  Composite  Wing, 
j Fort  ShaJ'ter,  T.H.  , with  one  officer,  11  erdist- 
j ed  men  and  three  airplanes,  was  moved  to  the*- 
: new  Eickarn  Field,  where  quarters  were  estahlish- 
I ed  in  one  of  the  completed  hangars. 

I On  October  Ist,  the  21st  Reconnaissance 
j Sqmdron,  Langley  Field,  was  relieved  from  at- 
! tacb'nent  to  tbe  2nd  Bombardment  Gro'op  and  at- 
I tached  to  the  Second  Wing,  GHQ,  Air  Force. 

i IhWNG  OF  NEW  FIELDS 

I The  Bombing  and  Guniiery  Base  at  Valparaiso, 

I Fla.  , was  redesigrated  'Tlglin  Field,”  in  memory 
I of  Lieut,  Colonel  Frederick  I.  Eglin,  who  ms 
killed  in  an  airplane  accident  near  Fort 
McClellan,  Ala.,  January  1,  1937. 

; Announcement  wa,s  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Vfer 
! cn  November  17th  that  the  new  northwest  arm^^ 
base  at  Tacona,  Wash.  , ms  designated  as 
"McQiord  Field”  in  moi-ory  of  Colonel  William  C. 
McChord,  Air  Corps,  who  was  killed  in  an  air- 
plane accident  near  Md-idens,  7a.  , cn  Aug^,ist  16, 
1937. 


^ CHANGES  IN  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  STATIONS 

Effective  Januarj^  1st,  the  20th  Photo  Section 
ms  transferred  from  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  to 
Bolling  Field,  D.C.  , where  the  iien  from  that 
organization  and  the  Bolling  Field  Photographic 
Department  were  incorporated  to  f miction  as  a 
unit. 

On  January  31,  1937,  a number  of  changes  were 
effected  in  Air  Corps  organizations.  The  21st 
Photo  Section  at  Scott  Field,  111.;  the  Head- 
quarters and  Headquarters  Scuadron,  12th  Obser- 
vation Group,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  and  the  15th 
Pb  Section  at  Fort  Lems,  Wash.,  xvere  ren- 
Uf-od  inactive,  and  the  personnel  thereof  were 
trmsferred  to  other  organizations. 

Flights  D and  E of  the  16th  Observation  Squad- 
ron were  demobilized,  the  personnel,  equipment 
and  records  in  the  case  of  the  first  n^ed  unit 
being  incorporated  in  the  1st  Observation  Squad- 
ron, organized  from  the  9th  Airship  Squadron  at 
Scott  Field  and  transferred  to  I^brshall  Field, 
Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  and  in  the  case  of  Flight 
”S,”  incorporated  in  Flight  ”C”  of  the  12th  Ob- 
servation Squadron,  transferred  from  Brooks 
Field,  Tex8.s,  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

The  9th  Airship  Squadron,  Scott  Field,  ms 
redesignated  as  the  1st  Observation  Squadron 
and  transferred  to  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley, 
Kansas . 

Flight  A,  16th  Observation  Squadron,  Langley 


The  newly  established  branch  cf  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  at  Denver,  Cole. , was  named 
*tLowry  Field,”  in  memory  of  Lieut.  Francis  B. 
Lowry,  a resident  of  Denver,  who  ms  killed  in 
action  in  France  during  the  World  War. 


LIGiITER-TH/U_AIR  ACTI^ACTIES 
July  20th  marked  the  first  flight  in  many 
years  of  a,  captive  balloon  at  Fort  Lewis,.  Wash. 
The  operation  ms  conducted  hy  the  newly  con- 
stituted 3rd  Balloon  Sqmdron,  vrhich  arrived  at 
Fort  Lewis  from  Ifoffett  Field,  Calif. 

During  the  month  of  July,  the  C-6  motorized 
observation  hallocn  ms  delivered  to  the  1st 
Balloon  Squadron,  Fort  Sill , Okla. , where  it 
was  erected  and  flicht-tested.  The  nexv  balloon 
uses  helium.,  and  its  motorized  car  is  powered 
with  a 90  h.p.  Lambert  motor  and  can  be  flown 
at  40  miles  per  hear. 

ARM  AIR  CORPS  EXHIBIT 
At  the  Aviation  Show  in  New  York  City  early 
in  the  year,  the  Army  Air  Corps  ms  represented 
by  an  exhibit  of  both  old  and  new  aeronautical 
equipment,  demonstrating  the  progress  in  avia- 
tion thi'ough  the  years.  A case  of  aircraft 
models  mad.e  to  1/40  scale  of  various  types  of 
planes,  from  the  war-time  "Jenny”  and  IH  to  the 
latest  Boeing  Bomber,  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention. Motion  pictures  depicted  aviation  de- 
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velopment  and  historical  progress  from  the  time 
of  the  first  flight  of  the  V/right  Brothers. 


SaiOOL  ACTIVITIES 
Air  Corps  Trairiing  Center 
During  the  calendar  year  193?,  a.  total  of 
569  students  (l22  officers  of  the  P.egiilar  Arrry 
and  447  flying  cadets)  entered  the  Primary  Ply- 
ing School,  Eandolph  Field,  Te^cas,  for  heavier- 
than-air  flying  training.  Grad-uating  during 
the  yeaj  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School , Felly 
Field,  Texas,  as  Airplane  Pilots,  were  184  stu- 
dents (53  officers  and  13],  Flying  Cadets). 

Ten  officers  and  56  Flying  Cadets  graduated 
on  February  19th  from  the  Primary  Flying  School, 
Eandolph  Field,  Texas,  and  were  transferred  to 
Kelly  Field  for  advanced  flying  training. 

Grad-rating  from  the  Ad'U'J^.nced  FJ. ying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  on  February  j7th,  vrore  33  students, 
including  3 officers  and  30  Ilying  Cadets. 

Kelly  Field  played  host  to  the  band  and  drill 
company  of  the  John  Tardeton  Agricultural  Col- 


the  Chemical  Warfare  Service. 

At  Iv!axwell  Field,  Ala^  , a Post  Signal  School 
was  started  on  July  8th  to  train  enlisted  men 
in  radio  and  meteorological  work. 

Effective  July  1,  1937,  a Weather  Department, 
under  the  supervision  of  1st  Lieut.  Floyd  B. 
?vood,  Air  Corps,  was  added  to  the  list  of  acti- 
vities at  Bolling  Field,  D.C. , made  up  chiefly 
of  the  trained  and  experienced  men  whose  duties 
T/ere  previously  perfoimed  with  the  Meteorolog- 
ical Dspcirtment  of  the  Signal  Corps.  This  de- 
tachment was  to  be  supplemented  by  additional 
men  from  the  Air  Corps. 

The  meteorological  station,  formerly  located 
at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texa.s,  was  transferred  on 
July  1st  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  placed  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Lieut.  Elm©  ifethews,  Air 
Corps.  A new  office  and  laboratory,  adjoining 
the  Post  Operations  Office,  was  constructed  for 
this  vitally  important  activity. 

The  1st  Weather  Sq'uadron  was  organized  on 
July  1,  1937,  for  the  puzpose  of  furnishing 


lege,  of  Tarleton  Station,  Texas,  on  April  2lst.!  an  adequate  weather  service  to  Air  Corps  units 


They  came  to  San  Antonio  to  participate  in  the 
comroetition  of  school  military  oi'ganizations 
during  the  Fiesta,  of  San  Jacinto. 

A total  of  62  students  (lO  officers  and  52 
Flying  Cadets)  graduated  from  the  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  Kelly  Field,  on  Jiine  9th, 

Class  29-B  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School 
graduated  on  October  6th,  the  class  comprising 
40  officers  of  the  Eegular  Army  and  49  Flying 
Cadets. 

Air  Coin s_T echnical  School 
A total  of  '803  en]5.sued  men  grad^Jated  during 
the  calendar  yean  1937  from  the  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School  at  Chanute  Field,  Eantoul , 111., 
viz:  163  as  Aiiplane  Mschmics,  52  Aircorers, 

30  Machinists,  30  Parachute  Eiggers,  76  Aerial 
Photographers,  270  Eadio  Eeuairmen  and  Opera- 
tors, 37  Welders,  35  Clerks,  25  Bomb  Sight 
Specialists,  20  Carburetor  end  Ignition  Speci- 
alists, 22  Electrical  Specialists,  25  Instru- 
ment Specialists  and  17  Propeller  Special.ists. 

Officers  graduating  from  rhe  various  courses 
at  the  Technical  School  totaled  15,  of  xvnich 

9 completed  the  Armament  ccunse,  iO  C-om.''Tjnica- 
tions,  14  Airplane  Maintenance  and  3 Aerial 
Photography. 

Early  in  ivlarch,  a total  of  32  Air  Corps  of- 
ficers were  detailed  to  pursue  the  various 
courses  of  instruction  at  the  Technical  School, 
commencing  in  the  fail  of  the  year,  namely,  10 
in  i\fe,intenance  Engineering,  9 in  Cornnunications , 

10  in  Armament  and  Sin  Aerial  Photography. 
Graduebion  exercises  for  the  officers^  class- 
es of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  were  held 
on  June  30th  at  the  Officers*  Club. 

Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
Graduation  exercises  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactic- 
al School,  Iviaxwell  Field.,  Ala.  , were  held  on 
June  1st,  the  class  comprising  53  Air  Corps  of- 
ficers and  11  officers  from  other  branches  of 
the  service. 

Meteorolop;ical  Schools 
Meteorological  service  for  the  .Ammy,  hereto- 
fore the  responsibility  of  the  Signal  Corps, 

U.  S.  Army,  -vas  on  July  1,  1937,  transferred  to 
the  branches  of  the  Army  utilizing  this  service, 
including  the  Air  Corps,  the  Field  Artillery, 
Coast  Artillery  Corps,  Ordnance  Department  and 
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! v/hich  may  he  located  either  permanently  or  teim 
I porarily  in  the  Pacific  Coa,st  region, 
j The  Air  Corps  Vfeather  School  at  Patterson 
j Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  was  opened  on  September 
: 1st  wit}i  an  enrollment  of  25  students.  The 
i purpose  of  the  school  is  to  teach  the  students 
i the  science  of  wea.ther  with  a view  to  having 
j men  trained  in  meteorological  work  available  at 
1 Air  Corps  Base  Weather  Stations. 

Havigaticn  Schools 

The  9th  Groiip  Navigation  School  at  Ivhtchel 
Field,  N.Y. , resumed  activities  on  April  5th 
with  3,  new  class  of  four  student  officers. 

The  5th  Composite  Group,  Lul-ce  Field,  T.H.  , 
organized  a navigation  school  for  the  benefit 
of  the  18th  Composite  Wing,  to  continue  diiring 
the  months  of  July,  August  and  September,  the 
subjects  taught  covering  all  phases  of  dead 
reckoning  and  celestial  navigation. 

Certificates  of  proficiency  in  dead  reckoning 
and  celestial  navigation  were  presented  to  a 
group  of  eight  officers  of  the  9th  Bombardment 
Group,  Mtchel  Field,  N.Y.  , on  December  lOth. 

M r Corps  Engineer! ng  School 
The  ann''aal  commenceirent  exercises  of  the  Air 
Coims  Engineering  School  were  held  at  the 
Wright  Field  auditorium  on  June  30th.  Briga- 
dier General  A.W.  Eohins,  Chief  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  delivered  the  graduation  address  and 
presented  graduation  certificates  to  ten  Air 
Ccips  officers. 

Command  and  General  Staff  School 
Of  the  total  of  237  officers  who  graduated 
from  the  Cormand  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  on  June  21,  1937,  38  were 
members  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Army  Industrial  College 
Ten  Air  Corps  officers  were  included  among 
the  95  students  graduating  from  the  Army  Indus- 
trial College,  Vfashington,  D.  C.  , on  June  23rd. 

School  of  Aviation  Medicine 
Five  officers  of  the  Medical  Corps,  U. S.Army, 
and  one  Medical  Eeserve  officer,  who  pursued  ' 
the  course  of  instruction  at  the  School  of  Avi- 
ation Medicine,  Eandolph  Field,  Texas,  graduat- 
ed on  March  31,  1937,  as  Flight  Surgeons. 

Ahother  routine  course  of  instruction  to 
qmlify  medical  officers  for  duty  as  Flight 
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Sxrpgeons  was  coiOTanced  at  the  School  of  Avia- 
tion liedicine,  I^a'nc.o3ph  Field,  on  July  15th, 
with  11  students  enrolled.  These  students 
graduated  on  November  13ipi 'as  Flight  Surgeons. 

Aviation  Ordnance 

A School  of  A’^'aFIon'’t) rdnanc e vras  st.artad  at 
Langley  Field,  Fa.  , with  Captain  Edv-ard  P.  ' 
.Mechling,  Ordnan.ce  Dept. , as  rjirecbor,  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  Air  Corps  enlisted  men 
in  subjects  dealing  directly  with  aviation  ord- 
nance, such  as  theoretical  .and  practical  train- 
ing in  the  storage  of  bombs,  fuzes,  pyrotech- 
nics, small  arms  aiEmmltion  and.  icachir.3  guns. 
Three  sessions  are  to  be  held  each  year,  begin- 
ning in  October,  January  and  bferch. 

Air  Ease  Technical  School 
On  July  1st,  The "iar~Base  ^eclnucal  School  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. , opened  its  doors  with  a 
class  rf  15  men,  an  increment  of  15  additional 
men  being  added  every  15  days,  and  ttro  months 
beiiig  allotted  each  class  for  the  corrjiletioni  of 
the  covirse,  same  covering  basic  subjects,  such 
as  shop  mathematics,  mechanical  drawing,  blue- 
print reading,  elements  of  electricity,  ele- 
ments cf  metal  work  and  radio  code,  so  as  to 
prepare  men  taking  the  course  for  the  Chanute 
Field  entrance  exarunation. 

Gchoul  for  Instrument  Lading  Training 
Three  officers  and  six  enlTsIed  men  reported 
at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  October  dth,  to 
receive  instruction  in  the  standard  Air  Corps 
instrument  landing  system.  Classes  for  offi- 
cers extend  over  a two-week  period,  with  three 
officers  to  a class.  Those  for  enlisted  men 
extend  over  a period  of  on©  ixr.nbh,  with  six  men 
to  a class. 


AETJAL  PHCTOCMPHIC  ACTIVITIES 
First  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Densferd,  pilot,  ac- 
companiod  by  Staff  Sgt.  Herman  L.  Chestnutt, 
photographer,  took  off  from  Kelly  Field,  Texe.s, 
April  15th,  to  obtain  aerial  photographs  of 
construction  progress  on  the  Conchos  Dam  in  Nev/ 
Mexico  for  the  use  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  engaged  on  this  project.  In  a ueried 
of  ten  days  the  airmen  spent  nearly  26  hours  in 
the  air  making  ■'^rtical  and  oblique  photographs 
and  mrvie  films. 

Ccapleting  a 138.0- square  mile  project  of  mo- 
saic photography  for  the  U. S*  Geological  Survey, 
1st  Lieut.  Pa\il  Henley,  pilot,  mth  Tech.  Sgt. 

M.  Brees,  photofprapher,  and  Gorp.  Victor 
Woodward,  mechanic,  returned  to  hiarch  Field  on 
September  29th.  Work  on  this  project  was  start- 
ed on  September  9th,  the  bases  of  operation  be- 
ing at  West  Yellowstone;  Boise,  Idaho;  end 
Eugene,  Wash.  Equipment  utilized  were  a Fair- 
child  C-8  photograp-iic  plane  and  a Fairchild 
K-3B  carttei’?..,  A total  flying  time  of  61  hours 
wa.s  req'oired  for  this  photographic  project. 

NE7/  CONSTHJCTION  AT  AJS  C05?S  STATIONS 
New  hangars  at  Lawson  Field,  Fort  Benning,Ga. , 
vrere  dedicated  on  March  14th  before  a crowd  of 
3,CK)0  persons.  A varied  pregran  of  events  wu.s 
staged,  including  a demonstration- of  light  and 
mediiam  tanks.  An  Army  air^^laiie  performed  vari- 
ous types  of  observation  missions,  including 
twD-.-'Aray  radio  and  flying  under  the  hood.  There 
was  also  a ground  exhibition  of  Infantry,  Ar- 
tillery ..and  Air  Ccjxps  materiel. 


Announoeffient  wa.s  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  June  3th  that  contracts  had  been  let  for 
over  half  of  the  work  required  to  comolete  the 
new  lidr  Ck>rps  depot  at  Sacramento,  Calif.  , to 
r enlace  the  Boclh'reill  A.ir  Depot. 

The  nrnth  of  July  so.w  the  conrletion  of  plans 
for  the  installation  at  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. „ 
of  a new  and  nndern  radio  transmitting  station, 
together  with  a new  radio  range  and  tra.ffic 
control  system.  This  ran.ge  sets  up  four  invis- 
ible beams  used  by  the  pilots  at  this  field  in 
instmnent  flying  training. 

On  June  18th,  Pa/bterson  Field,  Fairfield,  0., 
racei'vsd  an  elabora,ts  gift  in  the  form  of  a 
magnif icent  s'vinming  pool,  which  is  located  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  new  Officers’  Club.  This 
pool  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  P.G.  Carnell,  in 
memory  of  her  son,  Frank  Stuart  ?a,tterson,  one 
cf  the  early  A.rmy  test  pilots,  v.ho  v/an  killed 
near  the  field  which  novf  bears  his  name. 

A new  and  elaborate  swinming  pool , located  at 
the  Officers*  Club,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  , V'as 
formally  opened  to  officers,  their  families  and 
guests,  on  the  evening  of  June  17th  by  Colonel 
Walter  E.  Frank,  Air  Base  Coremander. 

ESSHEVE  COmsSIONS 

A total  cf  45  Flying  Cadets,  who  graduated 
from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, ^ 
on  June  17,  1936,  and  who  conpleted  their  addi- 
tional year  of  training  vdth  Air  Corps  tactical 
units,  %7ere  commissioned  second  lieutenants  in 
the  Air  Reserve,  and  placed  on  a.otive  duty. 

Completing  8 months  of  duty  with  Air  Corps 
tactical  or.genizations,  37  Flying  Cadets,  who 
grad-uated  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School  on 
October  7,  1S36,  were  on  June  10,  1937,  comds- 
sioned  second  lieutenants  in  the  Air  Reserve 
and  placed  on  extended  active  duty  at  various 
Air  Coros  fields. 

On  June  20,  1937,  a total  of  30  Flying  Cadets 
gra.dua.ting  on.  February  17,  1937,  and  since  that 
time  on  duty  with  various  Air  Corps  tactical 
units,  were  commissioned  second  lieutenants  in 
the  Mr  Reserve  and  placed  on  extended  active 
duty. 

AIE'OIMIC  LANDING  SYSTSI/i  REitFSCTED 

On  August  .23,  1958,  after  tv/o  years  of  inten- 
sive research  and  design  v.dth  i-espect  to  a.uto- 
matio  control  flights  and  automatic  flight  pro- 
cedure, tore  vlioily  autmmtic  landings  were  made 
in  the  period  of  one  hour  'under  adverse  air  and 
wind  conditions  by  Captain  Carl  J.  Crane,  Direc- 
tor of  'bhe  Instrument  and  Navigation  Laboratory 
at  the  Liateriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio; 
Captain  George  V.  Holloman,  Assistant  Director 
of  this  laboratory,  and  I<Ir.  Ra.ymc-nd  K.  Stout, 
project  engineer  in  automtic  maintenance. 

Since  that  time  additional  landings  have  been 
made,  in  which  disinterested  personnel  have 
been  car.ried  as  observers  on  the  flights  in  or- 
der to  check  the  -various  factors  entering  into 
the  f'ully  automatic  landings  performed. 


I.:I.SCH[.LA1nTECUS  NOTES 

A flight  of  9 airplanes  from  Albrook  Field, 
Paname.  Canal  Zone,  tod:;  off  on  January  15th  for 
iJlanagua,,  Nicaragua,  to  conduct  a search  for  a 
missing  aviator,  transporting  a camgo  of  gold 
to  iVanagua  from  the  Bonanza  mine,  about  150 
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miles  distant.  9iortly  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Array  airaien  at  Managua,  the  mining  conpany 
reported  another  plane  missing.  The  search,  . 
lasting  two  and  Gne“half  days,  proved  in  vain, 
no  trace  being  discovered  of  either  of  the  two 
lost  ships.  The  weather  was  poor  the  entire 
time,  the  motmtains  "being  clouded  over  part  of 
the  day,  and  there  "being  rrany  scattered  tropical 
thunder  storms  in  the  va-lleys.  Inability  to 
obtain  the  proper  grade  of  gasoline  at  ifenagua 
forced  the  flight  to  return  to  A1 brook  Field  on 
January  20th. 

May  28th  was  proclaimed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  "National  Aviation  Day," 
and  on  this  occasion  General  I»felin  Craig,  Chief 
of  Staff  of  the  Amy,  issued  a statenent  re- 
garding the  progress  nade  in  military  and  com- 
mercial aviation  in  the  past  few  years,  also 
the  present  and  future  aircraft  strength  of  the 
Army. 

A total  of  33  Second  Lieutenants  of  the  Air 
Corps  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Lieut- 
enant, effective  June  12,  1937. 

Eleven  numbers  of  the  famous  "99"  Club,  an 
organization  of  women  flyers,  visited  Self ridge 
Field,  Ivdch,  , on  June  20th,  and  were  ta,ken  on 
an  inspection  tour  of  the  various  activities  at 
the  Air  Base,  All  of  the  visitors  flew  to 
Self ridge  Field  save  one,  who  was  forced  to  em- 
ploy another  form  of  transportation  during  the 
latter  part  of  her  journey  due  to  the  breaking 
of  the  propeller  of  her  Waco  plane. 

The  reorganized  12th  Observation  Squadron, 
which  had  been  stationed  at  Brooks  Field,  Tex, , 
for  a number  of  years,  was  moved  to  Fort  Knox, 
Ky.  , on  June  20th. 

Of  the  297  cadets  grad.uating  from  the  U.  S. 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N. Y.  , on  June  12, 
1937,  106  were  assigned  to  the  Air  Coins  Train- 
ing Center,  Sandolph  Field,  Texas,  for  flying 
training. 

Announcement  was  imde  on  August  12th  that, due 


known  as  the  XM-1,  built  by  the  Bell  Aircraft 
Co.,  Buffalo,  N.y. , HBde  its  initial  trial 
flight  at  the  Municipal  Airport  in  that  city  on 
September  1st,  and  that  the  flight  was  entirely 
successful.  This  new  monoplane  embodies  all 
the  latest  designed  devices  to  increase  speed 
and  air  worthiness.  Its  landing  gear  and  tail 
wheels  axe  electrically  retractable,  and  it  car- 
ries flaps  to  reduce  its  landing  speed.  Heated 
compartments  are  provided  for  all  members  of 
its  crew,  which  will  be  needed  at  its  fighting 
ceiling  of  over  30,000  feet. 

A change  in  the  designation  of  classes  at  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  wa?  effected  on  Sept- 
ember 29th,  the  classes  thereafter  being  desig- 
nated according  tc  the  year  and  time  of  the 
year  that  they  finish  the  course  of  training, - 
thus,  Class  38-A,  38~B,  etc. 

In  the  period  of  field  training  during  the 
week  of  December  1st,  the  23rd  Bombardment 
Squadron  of  Luke  Field,  T.H. , carried  out  a 
seed  planting  program  in  cooperation  with  the 
Chief  Forester  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii, 
over  1,000  pounds  of  seed  being  dropped  during 
flight  over  barren  terrain  to  prevent  the  rapid 
erosion  taking  place  in  that  area. 

On  December  9th  and  10th,  the  97th  Observa- 
tion Squadron,  I^iitchel  Field,  N.Y.  , conducted 
tactical  missions  with  the  1st  Engineers,  U.  S. 
Army,  at  Fort  diiPont,  Del. 


B-18  EOMBHRS  LAND  AT  EAHDOLPH  FIELD 

Handolph  Field,  Texas,  vtas  honored  on  Febru- 
ary 2nd  by  a visit  of  13  B-18’s,  under  the 
comiiBnd  of  Colonel  Harvey  S.  Biirwell,  enroute 
from  IVoarch  Field,  Calif,  , to  Barksdale  Field, 
La.  Bad  weather  grounded  the  flyers  and  pre- 


to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  it  tos  neces-  vented  their  take-off  until  the  afternoon  of 


sary  to  cancel  the  1\/Iitchel  Trophy  Race  for  1937. 

The  War  Department,  on  July  20th,  approved 
the  following  sleeve  insignia  for  the  GHQ  Air 
Force:  "On  a golden  orange  disc,  Bf-inch  in 
diameter,  an  ultramarine  blue,  three- bladed  im- 
peller, the  curved  suxf^es  emanating  from  the 
points  of  an  imaginary  4-inch  equilateral  tri- 
angle. " 

Major  Victor  E«  Strahm  and  Tech.  Sgt.  Gregory 
A.  Ifitchell,  of  March  Field,  Calif. , were  the 
first  American  officials  to  welcome  to  the 
United  States  the  Eussian  flyers,  Gromoff, 
Yunashev  and  Danilin,  who  descended  in  a cow 
pasture,  aoproxinately  30  miles  from  ^ferch 
Field.  The  Russian  flyers,  in  their  huge  bat- 
winged ANT- 25  airplane,  left  Ifoscow  July  12th 
at  3:21  a. m,  , Moscow  time,  and  were  in  the  air 
62  hours  and  17  minutes  before  lanling  was  made 
at  San  Jacinto,  the  distance  covered  being  ap- 
proximately 11,500  kilometers.  The  route  took 
them  over  the  North  Pole,  thence  along  the 
120th  i\4eridian  over  Canada,  crossing  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  War  Department 
that  the  new  multi-seater  fighter,  technically 
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the  following  day.  The  Bombardment  personnel 
have  as  their  mission  an  aerial  bombing  exhibi- 
tion upon  their  arrival  at  Barksdale  Field. 

oOo' — - 

A DOG- GONE  GOOD  FLYER 

He  takes  to  the  air  with  the  greatest  of  ease- 
the  flying  pup  of  the  7th  Bombardment  Group  of 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  Teddy  is  just  four 
months  old,  but  he  has  already  accumulated  102 
hours  flying  time.  He  is  the  mascot  of  the  or- 
ganization and  there  is  no  doubt  he  has  the 
flying  complex.  The  roar  of  rrotors  does  things 
to  him,  and  he*s  a lonely  dog  when  left  behiiid. 

It  isn't  often,  though,  that  Teddy  is  left, 
for  he  generally  follows  his  airplane  out  of 
the  hangar  and  is  tbs  first  to  jump  in  when  the 
door  is  opened.  Recently,  when  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  paid  a visit  to  Hamilton  Field, 
he  was  very  pleased  with  the  record  of  the  pip 
and  promised  a citation  when  500  hours  of  flight 
is  completed.  Last  month  Teddy  flew  56  hours, 
and  at  that  rate  the  presentation  of  the  cita- 
tion is  not  far  off.  A parachute  is  being  made 
for  Teddy,  so  in  case  of  a major  emergency  he 
can  ride  down. to  a four-point  landing. 
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MAIMTENAUCE  FLIGHT  BY  ABVMCED  STUDENTS 

Bcheduled  "Round,  the  Horn"  flight 
lor  the  present  class  (5S8-A)  at  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School,  Kellyi  Field,  Texas, 
was  finally  completed  on  January  38th 
with  no  mishaps,  after  considerable  de- 
lay due  to  adverse  weather  conditions. 

met  storms  and  low  ceilings  along  the 
route  both  played  their  part  in  holding 
various  flights  on  the  ground.  The  Ob- 
servation Section,  under  the  coranand  of 
Captain  HuBsell  E.  Randall,  had  the  long- 
est delay  when  they  arrived  at  Hensley 
Field  on  Tuesday,  January  18th,  and  re- 
mained until  the  following  Monday,  Janu- 
ary 24th.  The  first  echelon  of  the 
Pursuit  Section  joined  them  at  Hensley 
Field  on  Wednesday,  January  20th  and, 
although  guest  facilities  y/ere  somewhat 
crowded,  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  those  at 
Hensley  Field  in  keeping  everybody  happy. 
- — oOo— 

B-17  BOMBERS  ON  TRANSCONTINENTAL  FLIGHT 

Commanded  by  Major  Vincent  J.  Meloy, 

Air  Corps,  Langley  Field  personnel  in 
ten  of  the  Army's  "Flying  Fortresses" 
(Boeing  B-17  Bombers)  landed  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  on  January  24th,  during 
the  course  of  a routine  flight  from 
March  Field,  Calif.  ISie  planes  were 
manned  by  a crew  of-  35  officers  and  56 
enlisted  men.  The  journey  of  approxi- 
mace.ly  120®  miles  was  accomplished  in 
six  hours,  or  at  an  average  speed  of 
2£0  miles  per  hour,  ©le  visitors  left 
Kelly  Field  on  January  25th,  taking  off 
at  two-minute  intervals. 

— oOo 

ACTIVITIES  AT  AIR  CORPS  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

Following  the  respite  from  map  prob- 
lems which  always  come  with  the  con^ile- 
tion  of  courses  which  terminate  at  the 
Christmas  holidays,  the  students  of  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School|  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala. , have  just  started  with  the  second 
epidemic  of  afternoon  problems.  The  Lo- 
gistics, Attack  and  Chemical  Warfare 
courses  keep  the  students  busy  many  af- 
ternoons during  February,  and  the  impor- 
tant Bombardment  course^ r ini she s with 
its  map  problems  early  in  March.  The  an- 
nual spring  vacation  of  the  school  will 
be  from  March  12th  to  20th,  inclusive, 
and  then  the  class  will  start  on  the 
down  hill  slope  toward  graduation  early 
in  June. 

There  is  one  more  break  in  the  sched- 
ule for  the  students  which  comes  the 
second  week- in  May,  when  the  entire 
class  will  go  to  Florida  for  gunnery 
training  and  staff  exercises  at  the 
Valparaiso  Gunnery  Range. 

— oOo 

Contribution  of  material  for  the  News 
Letter  from  France  and  Albrook  Fields  in 
Panama  will  be  highly  welcomed. 


CHECKING  VALVE  TAPPET  CLFARAImCES 

By  the  Mitchel  Field  Correspondent 

Due  to  difficulties  encountered  by  a 
number  of  mechanics,  who  are  -onable  to 
insert  a finger  through  spark  plug  hole 
in  locating  top  center  on  the  compres- 
sion stroke,  and  to  insure  accuracy  in 
their  work,  the  97th  Observation  Sq^uad- 
ron  (Corps  & Array),  at  Mitchel  Field, 

N.Y. , has  developed  a new  system  for 
checking  valve  tappet  clearances  on  the 
twin  row  "Wasp"  R-1535-7  engine.  A me- 
tal circular  disc  with  a separate  point- 
er arm  is  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  disc  is  installed  on  thrust  bear- 
ing retaining  plate  studs  and  pointer 
attached  to  rear  of  [propeller  hub  imme- 
diately in  front  of  installed  disc.  The 
propeller  is  turned  in  direction  of  ro- 
tation until  No.  1 piston  reaches  top 
center  on  compression  stroke.  Pointer 
Is  then  aligned  with  top  mark  on  disc 
for  No.  1 cylinder  and  tightened  firmly 
to  the  propeller  hub.  To  reach  top  cen- 
ter on  conpression  stroke  for  next  lobe, 
propeller  turns  480  degrees,  then  for 
third  lobe  on  No.  1 cylinder,  propeller 
is  again  turned  480  degrees,  and  for 
fourth  lobe  same  procedure.  To  reach 
top  center  on  next  cylinder  to  fire,  af- 
ter checking  No.  1 cylinder,  pointer  is 
moved  to  No,  10  cylinder  and  same  pro- 
cedure is  followed. 

There  are  three  marks  on  disc,  spaced 
120  degrees  apart  for  each  cylinder, and 
cylinders  located  opposite  each  other 
are  on  same  mark  on  disc.  The  disc  is 
also  marked  for  checking  magneto  timing 
and  valve  timing. 

In  an  Unsatisfactory  Report,  recently 
submitted,  the  principle  of  this  system 
was  set  forth  for  study  by  the  Materiel 
Division.  In  the  recommendations  on 
this  report,  the  following  remarks  were 
made: 

"It  is  believed  that  a disc  similar  to 
this  or  one  embodying  its  salient 
features  would  be  of  value  and  assist- 
ance to  the  various  service  activities 
using  R-1535-7  engines,  as  this  organi- 
zation has  used  disc  for  about  ten  months 
and  has  proven  its  usefulness  by  saving 
many  man  hours  aiid  improving  the  exact- 
ness of  work  accomplished.  Disc  is  made 
of _ 1/8"  sheet  aluminum  and  could  be  du- 
plicated on  metal  more  suitable  for  con- 
tinuous use." 

This  system  was  developed  entirely 
through  the  efforts  of  Master  Sergeant 
Benjamin  Roth,  line  chief  of  the  97th 
Squadron,  who  also  designed  a special 
drip  pan  for  the  0-46A  type  airplane 
last  year.  This  pan  proved  to  be  a 
great  help  toward  cleanliness  in  the 
hangar,  all  oil  and  grease  dropping 
from_  the  engine,  when  work  or  inspections 
are  in  progress,  falls  on  the  pan  sus- 
;pended  by  hooks  under  motor,  and  drains 
into  a bucket  underneath. 

Roth,  then  a Staff  Sergeant,  was  a mem- 
(Contiimed  on  Page  18) 
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AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  COMPLETE  SPECIAL  COURSE  IE  NAVAL  OPERATIONS 
Ey  the  Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent 


After  two  weeks  of  intensive  ins  true-  f 
tion,  twenty  selected  Air  Corps  officers  : 
co^leted  a special  course  in  Naval  Oper-; 
ations  on  January  Slst  a,t  the  Air  Corps _ , 
Tactical  School  and  vrere  presented  Certi-; 
ficates  of  Graduation  oy  Briga,dier  Gener-j 
al  H.  C.  Pratt,  the  Commandant.  This  i 
Special  Course  was  inaugurated  principal -j 
ly  to  give  officers  of  the  GIIC^  Air  Force  i 
a more  up-to-date  knowledge  oi  Naval  Op-  ' 
erations  and  what  to  ezpect  in  the  case  | 
of  joint  operations.  Tlie  course,  of  j 

study  covered  a'oout  twice  the  amoun'o  of  j 
ground  as  will  he  covered  in  the  regnlar  i 
Naval  Operations  Course  which  is _ given  | 
to  the  regular  students  of  the  Air  Corps  ; 
Tactical  School.  ! 

Great  credit  for  the  successful  con-  i 
ducting  of  this  special  course  goes  to 
Lieut,  Commander  Miles  R,  Browning,  U.S. 
Navy,  who  was  the  Chief  Instructor  and 
who  is  the  first  Naval  officer  to  he 
regularly  detailed  to  the  Tactical  School 
as  an  instructor.  His  handling  of  the 
course  with  its  many  controversial  feat- 
ures was  exceptional,  and  the  entire  .1 
class  showed  great  appreciation  of  his  1 
efforts.  Colonel  Herbert  A.  Eargue,  As-.j 
sistant  Commandant,  and  Major  Frederick  j 
von  H.  Kimhle  assisted  Commander  Brownirg  j 
in  various  phases  of  the  instruction.  | 

It  is  not  known  whether  another  simi-  j 
lar  course  will  he  conducted  during  the  [ 
next  school  year,  and  undoubtedly  this"^ 
will  depend  largely  upon  the  desires  of 
the  GHi^,  Air  Force  for  the  training  of 
more  oificers  in  this  subject. 

The  graduates  of  the  coiirse  were: 
Colonels  Lewis  H.  Brereton  and  Waloer  G. 
Kilner;  Lieut.  Colonels  Harvey  S.Bur'well, 
Earl  L.  Naiden,  Carl  W.  Connell,  Francis 
M,  Brady;  Majors  Samuel  M.  Connell,  i 

Phillips  Melville,-  Claude  E.  Luncan,  j 
Howard  K.  Ramey,  James  P.  Hodges,  and  I 
Paul  H,  Prentiss;  Captains  Francis  n.  | 
Valentine,  Kenneth  N.  Walker,  Charles  H.  j 
Caldwell,  Neil  B.  Hexding;  1st  Lieuts..  . j 
John  A.  Samford,  Ronald  R.  Walker , Draper  i 
F.  Henry  and  Paul  G.  Miller.  Colonel  | 
Brereton  is  on  duty  as  instructor  at  the 'j 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,,  while  i 
the  remainder  of  the  officers  are  all  on; 

duty  with  the  GHQ  Air  Force,  i 

oOo I 

GHq  A. F. DEMONSTRATION  AT  BARKSDALE  FIELD  | 

The  entire  student  class  of  the  Air  | 
Corps  Tactical  School  and  most  of  the  in4 
structors  attended  the  GHQ  Air  Force  De-  ! 
monstration  at  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  on  I 
February  Sth,  The  d.emonstration  was  i 

staged  principally  to  give  the  students  I 
of  this  school  an  idea  of  the  use  of  the 
Attack,  Bombardment  and  Pursuit  arras  of 
the  GHQ  Air  Force.  'The  results  of  the 
program  we.re  highly  satisfactory  from 
the  school  vie’wpoint,  and  already  plans  I 
a,re  ^nader  way  to  request  a similar  demon-i 


stration  during  the  next,  school  year. 

Classes  were  terminated  esirly  on  the 
morning  of  February  Ith,  and  by  noon  the 
advanced  guard  were  on  their  way  to 
Barksdale  Field  in  the  antiquated  B-6’s. 
The  other  airpl.anes  were  dispatched  at 
short  intervals  until  every  airplane  in 
commission  at  Maxwell  Field  was  on  its 
way,  except. for  the  one  airplane  set 
aside  for  the  weather  flights.  The  air- 
planes available  at  Maxwell  Field  were 
not  sufficient  to  carrv  all  the  person- 
nel involved,  but  the  loan  of  a C-33 
Transport  from  Barksdale  Field  just 
filled  the  bill,  k few  of  the  airplanes 
returned  to  Maxwell  Field  on  Saturday 
night,  while  the  remainder  made  the  trip 
Sunday  morning,  and  all  arrived  without 
incident  except  for  one  B-6  which  became 
stuck  in  the  mud  at  Vicksburg.  The 
plane  was  one  of  a formation  of  three 
which  ran  into  a stretc?.i  of  bad  weather 
and, being  v/ithout  efficient  radio  facil- 
ities to  determine  the  depth  of  the  bad 
weather,  put  back  into  Vicksburg  for  a 
weather  report.  The  plane,  piloted  by 
Major  Sigmund  F.  Landers  and  Captain 
Hobart  R.  Yeager,  taxied  up  to  the  line, 
and  after  the  plane  had  come  to  a stop 
a recent  PIA  excavation  started  to 
settle  and  the  airplaue  went  along.  Tlie 
reports  received  at  the  field  from  the 
pilots  were  to  the  effect  that  the  wings 
were  the  only  thing-  which  kept  the  air- 
plane from  going  completely  out  of  sight. 


— — ouo- — 

Checking  Valve  Tappet  Clearances 

(Continued  from  Page  IT) 

her  of  the  Byrd -First  Antarctic  Eicpedi- 
tion  in  1929,  and  upon  liis  return  was 
promoted  to  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant 
and  awarded  the  Soldier's  Medal. 

oOo 

HAMILTON  BOI/iBERS  RETURN  FROM  BARKSDALE 

Four  of  the  Doioglas  B-18  Bombardment 
planes  returned  to  the  air  base  at 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , on  February  7th, 
after  ..performing  a mission  which  took 
them  to  Barksdale  Field,  La.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  mission  was  to  demonstrate 
tactics  a-s  employed  in  the  -latest  type 
aircra,ft  before  members  of  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School.  Officer  personnel  who 
.participated  were  as  follows;  1st  Lieuts. 
J.H.  Atkinson  (flight  commander),  J.J. 
Morrow,  E.P.  Rose,  J.H.  Wallace,  H.W. 
Pennington.  C.A.  Brandt,  G.H.  Tibbets, 
J.A.  Way,  j.D.  Underhill,  V/.G.  Carter, 
W.R.  Graham;  2nd  Lieuts.  W.  Lewis,  D.H. 
Vfelker,  S.V.  Payne,  ¥.  C.  Capp  and  J.M. 
Reynolds. 

- — .oOo- — ■ 
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FLIGHT  OF  Y1B-17*S  TO  BUENOS  AIRES 

According  to  a recent  announcement  of 
the  War  Department,  six  YlB-17  airplanes 
x’rom  the  GHQ,  Air  i'orce,  Langley  Field, 

?a. , will  cdii^prise  the  flight  of  IT.S, 

Army  airplanes  to  Buenos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina; in  order  to  participate  in  the  in- 
auguration ceremonies  of  the  new  Presi- 
dent-Elect of  the  Argentine  Repuhlic, Dr. 
Roherto  M.  Ortis.  The  ceremonies  will 
take  place  on  Eehruary  20,  1938. 

The  flight  will  he  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Colonel  Ruher.t  Olds,  whose 
flagship  will  he  No..  10,  The  other  five 
planes  will  he  conmandsd  hy  Majors  Vincent 
J.  Meloy,  Caleb  ?,  Haynes,  Harold  L. 
George,  Captains  Neil  B*  Harding  and 
Arcliihald  Y.  Smith.  The  conipiete  list 
of  operating  personnel,  all  Irom  Langley 
Field,  is  as  follows; 

FINITE  NO.  10  (flagship) 

Lieut. '^o'Td:aeT''RoDert  O'icTaT^ajor 
Edwin  H.  McSeynoids,  Captain  Robert  B. 
Williamg,  let  Lieuts.  John  W,  i,gan, Edwin 
L.  Tucker,  Staff  Sgt.  James  J.  Boutty, 
Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Archie  R.  Jester,  Pvts, 
Joseph  H,  Walsh  and  Kenneth  S.  Trout. 

PIANE  NO.  51 

Major  Vincent  J."''lJeTdy7  Captain  Alva 
Harvey,  1st  Lieuts.  Frederick  E.  Glantz- 
herg,  Torgis  G,  Wold,  Staff  Sgt.,  Henry 
L.  West,  Sgt.  Jack  A.  Franske,  Corp. 


Glareroe  D,  Lalte,  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  John  W. 
Yankowsky. 

PLANE  NO.  52 

Captain  HeAT3','^arSTr^,  1st  Lieuts, 
David  R.  Gihhs,  Ralph  S.  Koon,  Gerald  E. 
Williams,  Tech,  Sgt.  Besola  Cohh,  Sgt. 
Lewis  H;p/ d'dee 5 Pvt.  1st  01.  Harold  J. 
Nycum,  Pvt.  Frederick  W.  Woitineck. 

PL^'E  NO.  80 

Major  Caleb  V,  Il^nrei',  1st  Lieuts. 
Thomas  L,  Mosley,  Curtis  E.  leMay,  3nd 
Lieut.  Joseph  B.  Stanley,  Tech.  Sgt. 
Adclph  Cat'cariu-S,  Staff  Sgt.  William  J. 
Heldt,  Cerp.  James  E.  Sands,  Pvt.  Ist 
Cl.  Donald  F.  J’Owney. 

PLAi^NO,  82 

Captains  ArchlBaxS.  T7~&iith,  Cornelius 
W.  Coualand,  1st  Lieuta.  Richard  S. Free- 
man, John  A.  Samford,  Sgt.  George  R. 
Charlton,  Staff  Sgts.  Troy  V.  Martin, 
Henry  P.  Hansen,  and  Pvt.  ist  01.  Russell 
E.  Junior. 

PTANS  NO.  61 

Major  HarolTTT-^orge.  Captain  Barr  H. 
Alkire,  let  Lieuts.  William  A.  Matheny, 
Paul  G,  Miller,  Tech.  Sgt,  Gilbert  ?/. 
OlBcn,  Staff  Sgt.  Everett  Kirkpatrick, 
Corporal  William  A.  Withers,  Pvt,  1st  Cl. 
Norhert  D.  Flinn, 

— oOo— 

Master  Sergeant  Richard  Rogers,  Air 
Corps,  Langley  Field,  Va, , was  appointed 
a Warrant  Officer,  U. S.  Army,  effective 
Fehruary  1,  1938,  and  assigned  to  the 
Air  Corps  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul, 
Illinois. 


THE  STAINLESS  STEEL  WING 
By  the  Materiel. Division  Correspondent 


The  installation  of  a etainlees  stoel 
?dng  at  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
FleJ.d.  Oiijo,  on  an  Observation  Amphibian. 
(0A-4i)  airplane  during  the  latter  part 
of  1937  was  the  culmination  of  an  expe- 
rimental program  in  connection  with  this 
construction  extending  hack  well  over 
five  years.  It  has  long  been  realized 
that  from  tkie  maintenance  standpoint  the 
v/ood  wings  of  the  0A.-4A  were  inadequate. 
Joints  loosened  under  high  humidity  con- 
ditions and  in  other  respe.cts  they  were 
a weak  featiir-e  on  what  was  otherwise 
acknowledged  to  be  a rugged  and  servlce- 
a.bie  airciraft, 

vFhen  the  suitability  of  a metal  wing 
was  considered,  it  was  kn.own  that  dural- 
umin, with  j-ts  high  corrosion  character- 
istics in  sea.  air  or  v/ater,  could  not 
be  used.  It  was  decided  to  try  stain- 
less steel. 

Tlie  first  step  wa,s  the  submerging  of 
specimens  in  tide  water  for  testing 
over  a period  of  time.  No  corrosion 
either  in  mater'.al  or  around  spot  welds 
resulted.  A stainless  steel  wing  v?as 
constructed  a.nd  submitted  to  static 
testing  at  the  Materiel  Division.  At 
the  conclusion  of  these  tests  it  was 
exposed  to  the  elements  at  Vifright  Field 
for  more  tihan,  two  years  without  notice- 
able deterioration.  As  a result  of  the 
static  tests,  some  parts  of  the  wing  had 
to  be  reinforced,  A thorough  testing 
under  vibiatcry  loads  siiirulat.ing  those 
in  flight  followed.  No  failure  occurred 
either  in  the  thin  sheet  or  the  spot 
welds. 

With  this  basis  of  encouragement,  con- 
tracts for  a total  of  seven  stainless 
steel  wings  were  entered  into  with 
Fleetwings,  Inc.  The  purpose  wa.s  to 
mount  them  on  0A-4-A  airplavnes  for  ser- 
vice testing.  Two  are  now  at  Langley 
Field,  one  'rill  go  to  Panama,  one  to 
Hamilton  Field,  one  to  Mitcliel  Field, 
p.nd  the  others  elsowhere  to  coastal 
squa,drons. 

‘The  steel  wing  is  l.ighter  than  the  ' 
wood  wi.ng,  ba,sed  on  the  .same  design 
].oad  factors  and  same  gross  weight  of 
th.3  airplane,  'The  actual  v/eiglit  of  the 
steel  \Ving  is  4 pounds  greater  than  the 
wood  wing  it ' replaced,  but  the  steel 
wing  was  designed  for  a 50  percent 
greater  lov/  angle  of  attack"  load  factor 
and  a 20  percent  greater  inverted  flight 
load  factor  than  the  wood  wing.  It  has 
a very  smooth  external  surface,  the  spot 
v/elding  allowing  slight  speed  advantages. 
It  requires  no  finish  or  paint,  which  is 
a weigxit  saving  and  maintenance  advant- 
age. 

— oOo— 

Major  Chilion  F.  Yfneeler,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  stationed  at 
the  A-ir  Corps  Materiel  Division,.  Wright 
Fields  was  transf eri'ed  to  Scott  Field. 
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THE  H A W A l l A IT  I S L A 1 D 

an  rp s "OTT’icer  who  servecmTer e . 


In  our  last  article  on  the  subject  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands,  we  promised  another 
which  would  contain  more  details  of  the 
interesting  features  of  the  "Big  Island." 

Of  course,  not  all  of  an  Air  Corps  of- 
ficer’s time  in  Hawaii,  as  elsewhere,  is 
devoted  to  flying.  Since  the  Department 
Commander  encourages  officers  to  avail 
themselves  of  a certain  amount  of  author- 
ized "detached  service,"  spent  at  the 
Army’s  Rest  Camp  at  Kilauea  Volcano,  we 
eventually  found  it  e:^edient  to  spend  a 
week  at  that  interesting  and  thoroughly 
delightful  place. 

The  overnight  trip  by  steamship  took 
us  along  a route  practically  identical 
with  that  described  in  our  last  article, 
except  that  our  altitude  throughout 
could  be  termed  zero.  Darkness  descend- 
ed d’loring  the  passage  over  the  distance 
from  Honolulu  to  Molokai,  but  afforded 
still  a different  view  of  Diamond  Hoad, 
the  symbol  of  Hawaii,  under  conditions 
of  light  existing  at  rainbow  time,  as 
the  sun  is  preparing  to  cast  its  last 
daily  "Aloha."  glance  at  Oahu. 

The  water  was  normally  roi^h  until  we 
reached  northwestern  Molokai,  but  the 
assage  for  the  remainder  of  the  night, 
hrough  "Lahaina  Roads,"  the  bo^  of 
water  in  lee  of  Molokai  and  Maui,  is 
best  described  by  our  self-coined  ?,?ord: 
mill-pond-acious. 

_We  needed  no  alarm  clock  on  this  par- 
ticular journey,  because  the  extremely 
rough  water  encountered,  as  is  nearly 
always  the  case,  just  after  leaving  the 
protection  of  Haleakala  Mountain  on 
southeastern  Maui,  made  the  effort  to 
keep  from  being  throvm  from  our  beds  too 
great  for  what  it  was  worth.  In  conse- 
quence, we  were  on  deck  bright  and  early 
and  viewed  the  approach  to  Hawaii  and 
the  subsequent  trip  down  the  eastern 
coast  as  far  as  Hilo  harbor  with  excited 
interest. 

The^most  interesting  phase  of  this 
trip  is  the  passage,  within  a quarter 
mile,  of  the  Hamal^a  coast,  some  fifteen 
or  tv/enty  miles  in  length.  Here  nature 
provided  the  spectacular  phenomenon  of 
one  thousand-foot  vertical  cliffs  rising 
directly  from  the  deep  ultramarine  blue 
of  mid-ocean.  _ The  geologists  inform  us 
that  this  condition  was  caused  by  the 
stripping  off  cf  millions  of  tons  of 
volcanic  earth  in  one  of  the  most  tremen- 
dous landslides  evident  anywhere  in  the 
world.  Erosion  resulting  from  rainfall 
on  the  slopes  of  Mauna  Kea  has  eaten  out 
numerous  flat-floored  valleys  whose  few 
inhabitants  can  only  emerge  by  means  of 
zigzag  foot  paths  up  the  steep  sides. 

The  cliffs  of  the  Hamakua  coast  give 
way  to  more  gradual  slopes  covered,  with 
sugar  cane  fields  and  small  stream,s. 

The  auto  trip  from  Hilo  to  Kilauea  was 
along  a beautifully  paved  road  thirty 


miles  in  length,  duriiig  which  ride  we 
noticed  the  climb  of  4,000  feet  mainly 
by  virtue  of  the  gradual  decrease  in 
temperature.  Vife  learned  later  that  ar- 
tificial heat  wa.s  required  each  morning 
and  evening,  and  were  delighted  at  being 
able  to  enjoy  an  open  fire  both  at  the 
club  house  and  the  lovely  Luke  Eield 
cabin,  especially  in  view  of  existing 
mid-summer  temperatures  in  the  middle 
eightihsat  sea  level. 

[During  our  stay  at  the  Rest  Camp,  we 
drove  and  walked  through  the  beautiful 
fern  forests,  with  fern  trees  from 
twenty  to  forty  feet  in  height.  ¥e  also 
made  frequent  trips  along  the  "chain  of 
craters,"  no  two  of  which  are  similar, 
the  only  active  one  viewed  being  that  of 
"Halemaumau, " the  "pit  of  eternal  fire" 
within  Kilauea  Crater  itself. 

"Mokuaweoweo , " at  the  summit  of  Mauna 
Loa,  is  also  classed  as  an  active  crater, 
said  to  be  the  largest  in  the  world, but 
the  difficult  trip  up  the  rem.aining  ten 
thousand  feet  did  not  appeal  to  us. 

The  three  spots  we  fo.und  most  inter- 
esting, which  were  within  comparatively 
easy  reach  of  the  military  camp,  were 
the  bird  forest,  the  Thurston  Lava  Tube  i 
and  its  entrance  through  a veritable  \ 
fairyland  glen,  and  Mauna  Iki  (little 
mountain) , in  the  Kau  desert.  The  Kau 
desert  itself  is  extremely  interesting, 
and  consists  of  the  most  jagged  lava  de- 
posits we  have  ever  witnessed.  In  this 
region  it  is  said  that  King  Kamehameha, 
the  conqueror  and  consolidator  of  all 
of  the  islands  of  the  group  and,  as  far 
as  we  know,  the  only  warlike  Hawaiian 
native,  concentrated  his  array  in  1789 
and  1790.  ‘The  tremendous  eruption  of 
1790  sem;  molten  lava  and  volcanic  mud. 

A large  proportion  of  the  army  is  said 
to  have  been  caught  in  the  eruption  and 
completely  annihilated.  Mute  evidence 
still  exists  of  the  mad  milling  around 
T/hich  must  have  been  indulged  in  by  the 
heat-crazed  mass  of  humanity,  in  the 
form  of  deep  imprints  of  bare  feet  in 
the  clay.,  which  has  hardened  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  rains  of  the  intervening 
years  have  failed  to  eradicate  the 
prints.  Due  to  the  souvenir-attaching 
propensities  of  the  many  tourists  who 
make  this  trip  around  and  through  the 
Kau  desert,  these  footprints  are  now  a 
distinct  rarity,  but  we  were  able  to 
find  a few. 

Recent  eruptions  have  produced  tumbling 
streams  of  hardened  or  hardening  lava, 
but  the  earlier  eruptions  evidently 
threw  gushers  of  thoroughly  molten  ' 

material  high  into  the  air,  where  iii  was 
whipped  to  hair -like  wisps  by  the  violent i 
air  currents.  It  is  still  possible  to 
find  wisps  of  "Dele's  hair,"  so  named 
after  "Madam  Dele,"  goddess  of  the  vol- 
cano. Woe  betide  the  foolish  treasure  || 
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I Beeker  who  stuffs  his  pockets  full  of 
this  material  without  providing  a suit- 
able container  - as  we  can  wall  testify- 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  brittle 
and  '*crawly'‘  and  gives  the  foolish  bear- 
er the  same  pleasura,ble  es^erience  he 
would  have  with  a pocket  or  mid.ershirt 
full  of  short-cut  horsehair. 

Tlie  bird  forest,  mentioned  above.,  is 
an  area  filled  with  older  trees,  of  fair 
sise,  and  lovely  fields,  which  escaped 
the  lava  flows  of  1790  and  1847.  A few 
singing  varieties  of  birds  which  have 
escaped  the  nest  raids  of  rats  and  mon- 
gooses, enliven -this  area  with  their 
articulations  - such  a welcome  relief 
from  the  interminable  rainah  birds  and 
sparro?/s. 

The  Thurston  Lava  Tube  extends  some 
1400  feet  into  the  earth,  the  first  400 
feet  being  open  for  those  who  wish  to 
explore  it,  and  was  caused  by  the- rapid 
cooling  of  the  external  portions  of  an 
underground  lava  flow  while  the  inner 
core  remained  thoroughly  molten  long 
eno-ugli  to  flow  away. 

We  took  the  100-mile  loop  drive  to  the 
beautiful  Puuia  coast  (southeastern 
Hawaii)  , v^here  we  saw  huge  trees  whose 
trunks  are  nearly  obscured  by  tropical 
vines,  and  stretches  of  hard  lava  beach 
and  wooded  headlands. 

We  did  not  essay  the  nearly  l,000-nil6 
drive  around  the  island,  thereby  missing 
many  of  the^most  interesting  eights  and 
most  primitive  conditions  to  be  found 
in  the  Territory,  as  we  were  informed 
that  the  roads  were  bad  and  the  trip 
quite  difficult.  It  is  presumed  that 
this  condition  will  be  eliminated,  as 
for  as , the.. roads  m'-e  concerned,  in  the 
future,  and  we  hope  to  b.„  In  a position 
to  complete  this  portion  of  our  educa- 
tion on  a future  sojourn  in  the  Territory 

To  this  dav^T/e  cannot  understand  how 
we  found  bo  little  opportunity  to  get 
around  more  during  nearly  three  years  in 
Hawaii  but,  rather  suddenly,  we  realized 
that  cur  departure  wa.s  upon  us.  A.fter 
the  throes  of  discarding  and  packing, 
with  which  all  of  us  are  only  too  famil- 
iar, we  found  ourselves  standing,  dazed- 
ly, on  the  deck  of  the-  '’St.  Mihiel," 
while  endeavoring  to  keep  our  noses 
above  the  flower  leis,  bestowed  upon  us 
by^many  friends  fortunate  enough  to  re- 
main longer.  We  felt  strange  Aumps 
arise  in  our  throats  when  the  Arnr^  band 
struck  up  "Aloha  Ae,"  and  our  vision  be- 
came unaccountably  blurred  when  the.  ship 
f^ast  off  to  the  ever  thrilling  notes  of"^ 
'JJhe  Song^of  the  Islands." 

After  Diamond  Head  was  to  our  west  and 
We  -were  preparing  to  go  below,  we  saw 
an  Aloha"  flight  of  airplanes  approach- 
ing and  suddenly  realized  that  the  salute 
Was  for  u^.  The  first  element  to .arrive 
find  the  last  to  leave  was  our  old  squad- 
ron and,  as  the  drone  of  the  motors 
finally  faded_  in  the  distance  and  the 
planes  _ thetaa.e.lvea  becam®-  mere  epecka  over 


good  old  Diamond  Head,  the  true  meaning 
of  "Aloha"  took  us  completely  - never, 
never  "Goodbye"  but  "'till  v/e  meet 
again, " 

..-^oOo— 


OFFICERS  ASSIGNED  TO  ME  CORPS  TACTICi'i  SGIOOL 


Under  Special  Srders  of  the  VJar  Department, 
recently  issued,  fifty  Air  Corps  officers  are 
assigned  to  duty  as  students  at  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Maiavell  Field,  Ala.,  for  the 
1938-1939  course,  reporting  not  later  than 
Se-otember  13,  1938,  for  this  duty,  viz". 

From  Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps t ivkjors 
Rowland  C'.¥.  Bressley7”wniiaiQ  B.  Souza,  James 
A,  Ivlollison,  Captain  Doncfld  F.  Stace. 

From  Langley  Field,  Va.  s Iviajors  Harvoy  H. 
HclTanJT^^tto  G.  Truri,  “Captains  John  H. 
IfcCcrndck,  Allen  E.  Springer,  Randolph  P. 
Williams,  1st  Lietit.  David  R.  Gibbs. 

li'rom  Barksdale  Field,  La.  s Ivlajor  Ed-war d M. 
MoTris', "Cspteon  Charles  G.  Pearcy. 

From  Mitchol  Field,  R. Y. ; ivkijor  Leo  F.  Post, 
CautaoniFTamesK.  DSErmond , JohnP.  Doyle,  Jr. 
John  R,  Jones,  Iviiltcn  Ivl  To-wner,  Walter  C. 

■'i'liite. 

From  Selfridge  Field,  Ivnch.  t Captain  John  U. 
SteTirng,  fst.  LTeUFTlknest  K.  Warb’orton. 

From  Char.-gte  Field,  111  • • I.fe.jors  William  M. 
Lahagan,  Donald- G.  Stitt,  Captain  Hugo  P.  Rush. 

From  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Ohios  i&jors  Oakley 
G.  Kelly,  Ralph  B.  Walker. 

From  Wright  Field,  Ohiot^  Major  James  A. 
Vfood-^-oi’f , Captains  Savirel  R.  Karris,  Jr.  , Carl 
J.  Crane,  AJLired  H.  Johnson,  1st  Lieut.  Leonard 
F.  Hanran. 

From  Randolph  Field,  Texas s Captains  Charles 
P.  Cabeil,  G1  en^ST^oaim s on) ~WaI t er  S.  Lee, 
Kennath  P,  McRaughton,  1st  Lt.  Charles  T. Arnett. 

From  Kelly  Field,  Texas?  Captain  Walter  G. 
BryEe7~3'r. 

From  Bolling  Field,  D.C.  Captain  Arthur  L. 
B-urp7~FrF7~ist  Lie-iItT~^tanley  K.  Robinson, 
Captain  George  W.  McGregor. 

From  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  5 J&,jcrs  James  C. 
Cluck,  Fred  C.  Kelson,  xs^Lieuts.  Roboi’t  E.L. 
Choate,  Carl  H.  Storrie. 

From  Pope  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  IT.  C.  ? ifejor 
Edm-und  P.  Gaines. 

From  Fort  Sill,  Okla..  ; Major  Frederick  D. 
L.-ynch, 

From-  San  Antonio  Air  De-pot , TexasS  Ifejor 
Elmer  D.  Perrin. 

From  Harrisburg,  .Pa.  l Rjajor  Henry,  H.  Eeily, 

A. cr^Teclinical  Supervisor,  l./!iddleto-wn  Air  Depot 
Control  Area. 

From  Self  ridge  Field,  I.i.ch.  f 1st  Lieut.  Frank 
J.’“'CcTirLQn. 


From  Schoen  Field,  Ft.  Benjamin  Harrison, Ind. 

ap  0 ein  ”IE  I t on  <1.  " 

F-rom  1 sn  Dp-ns=T*f.rr!:^'n+;  s 1 TiiAiit.  Willi  airi 


C*  Sams. 


— cOo— 


Major  Devereux  M.  Myers,  -who  has  been  on,  duty 
at  Hamilton  Field,  San  Rafael,  Calif.  , for  the 
past  several  years,  has  been  relieved  from  duty 
thereat  and  assigned  to  the  Denver  Branch  of 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  LoTvry  Field. 
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LI. ST  OF  NONCOm SSI015FD  OFF'ICEHS  QUALIFIED  FOB  IvIASTER  SERGMNT,  AIB  COEPS 

Effective  Jantiary  1,  1938. 


1 Feiertag,  William  F.  68 

2 Hailam,  John  69 

3 *Foster,  Arthur  C.  70 

4 Smith,  Chester  M.  71 

5 Johnson,  Carl  L.  72 

6 "“Sweeney,  Chaxles  L.  73 

7 Bothne,  James  F.T.  74 

8 Hanaford,  Don  A.  75 

9 Davis,  Jolin  L.  76 

10  McKnight,  Charles  K.  77 

11  "“Klinger,  Benjamin  H.  78 

12  Locher,  Joseph  H.  79 

13  "“Carr,  Lynn  B.  80 

14  Kretz,  William  81 

15  "“Eohlik,  V^nldoe  82 

16  Kelly,  Forrest  F.  83 

17  Bentley,  Leonard  L.  84 

18  tlcAndreiiVB , John  85 

19  Ivialloy,  Stephen  A.  86 

20  Pearson,  James  87 

21  Berg,  Peder  83 

22  Hohson,  Earl  89 

23  Walters,  Clyde  L.  90 

24  Ceccato,  Peter  91 

25  Burns,  Thomas  V.  92 

26  Perkins,  George  W.  93 

27  Stoser,  Walter  94 

28  McNeely,  Ealph  95 

29  Suggs,  John  M.  96 

30  Wupperfeld,  John  A.  97 

31  Leffler,  Charles  H.  93 

32  Kendrick,  Bryan  J.  99 

33  Carpenter,  Eoss  ICO 

34  Hohensee,  Emrait  F.  IQI 

35  "“Harrison,  George  E.  102 

36  Kohn,  Louis  103 

37  Harris,  Arthur  H.  104 

38  "“Tilton,  Everett  M.  105 

39  Ashhy,  Walter  106 

40  Justice,  Nye  P.  107 

41  Draper,  Crarles  W.  103 

42  Witsch,  Henry  A.  109 

43  "“Winans,  Edward  L.  HO 

44  Ward,  Leamcn  V.  Ill 

45  Bcgdansl:i,  Adam  112 

46  "“Lorimer,  Echert  E.  ],13 

47  Johnson,  Lonnie  M.  114 

48  Gordon,  Frederick  J.  115 

49  Moslander,  Charles  E.  US 

50  Innes,  Victor  A.  117 

51  “^Davids,  E-«7ald  118 

52  Cohh,  Horace  W.  119 

53  Swanson,  Nels  E.  120 

54  Wing,  Eichard  E.  12I 

55  Doyell,  Clyde  W.  122 

56  Lantz,'  Carl  G.  123 

57  Hans,  Karl  L.M.  124 

53  hlcGhee,  Lloyd  F.  125 

59  Darby,  Harry  126 

60 '"“Wentzell,  James  H.  127 

61  Sage,  Hobson  D.  128 

62  Wheeler,  Adam  L.  129 

63  Eitenour,  Ervin  W.  130 

64  DesMai’ais,  William  131 

65  Sclmoidt,  George  S.  132 

66  Stein,  Joseph  J.  133 

67  Leroy,  Harold  D.  134 


Brown,  Lee  E.  135 

McCartney,  George  D,  136 

Herb,  Donald  P.  137 

Blais,  James  G.  138 

Haffner,  Hans  G.C.  139 

Wiedekaip,  Karl  T.  140 

Blackden,  William  H.  141 

Hluchan,  diaries  142 

Auer,  Adam  M.  143 

Jensen,  Peter  144 

"■Hill,  James  W.  145 

Albin,  Louis  B.  146 

"“Alexander,  Harry  Vf.  147 

Cheska,  Benjamin  A.  148 

Graham,  John  149 

Crone,  Cannon  E.  150 

Doming,  Harvey  J . 151 

■"Gargus,  Alvin  W.  152 

Ifiller,  Fred  P.  153 

Turner,  Willian  H.  154 

Goad,  Eobert  L.  155 

Hopper,  Walter  S.  153 

Leary,  Vernon  G.  157 

Haynes,  Paul  H.  158 

Eaymond,  Edgar  J.  159 

Williford,  Leon  A.  160 

Jones,  Hurley  D.  161 

Apple,  William  V.  162 

Icfley,  YiUlliam  J.  153 

Eoberts,  Carl  C.  164 

Hoijer,  Eichard  E.  165 

"“Grabsky,  Walter  166 

Williams,  Wallace  H.  167 

Filkins,  Joseph  A.  168 

Schaefer , Chris  J.H.  169 

Bush,  Samuel  T.  170 

Willison,  Thomas  L.  171 

Peckhem,  Bussell  C.  172 

Gibbins,  Stanley  K.  173 

Siirons,  Wilbur  J.  174 

Baros,  Eudy  J.  175 

Fisher,  George  W.  176 

"“Thermenos , IJicholas  177 

Jewel  J , Arvin  B,  178 

Glasscock,  Harry  179 

Howard,  Eichard  180 

Valtierra,Leobardo  181 

Chambliss,  John  E.  182 

"“St  anowi  ch , St  eve  183 

Mitchell,  George  W.  184 

Adams,  Firman  S.  185 

Koziburski .Edward  A.  186 

Lindsey,  Jasper  S.  187 

"“Warren,  Luther  188 

ivtieller,  Charles  189 

Christian,  Walter  190 

Merian,  August  A..  191 

Fusz,  Cliarles  F.  192 

Hobart,  Clyde  J.  193 

Loomis,  Sidney  E.  194 

Himes,  Olin  C.  195 

Ife,thews,  Daniel  A.  193 

Dreier,  Elmer  L.  197 

Maroul , John  J.  198 

Von  Euv7,  John  B.  199 

Glasscock, Benton  D.  200 

hyers,  Allen  G.  201 
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Domes,  Johann 
Fitzgerald, John  E. 
Palmer,  Clarence  A. 
"“Kelly,  Eobert  J. 

Neff,  Frank  D. 

Smith,  Alfred  N. 
Logsdon,  Jewel  G. 
Casto,  Clyde  E. 
Lborhead,  William 
Thompson,  Benton  T. 
Cattarius,  A.dolph 
Hoff  Iran,  Carl 
Thomas,  Eobert  H. 
Tupper,  Hobson 
Thomas,  Edwin  D. 
Sampson,  Harold  F. 
Drobin,  Joseph  S. 

Hooe,  Boy  W. 

Clark,  Irvin  L. 
Bald'v'dn,  Thomas  J. 
Craig,  Don  J. 

Ferrell,  Bruce  E. 

Bell,  Charles  C. 
"“Johes,  William  L. 
Dombeck,  Jacob  S. 

Mick,  Vernon 
Stolte,  Arthur 
"‘Lavi’rence , Harry  ,E. 
Ecsser,  John  C. 
Johnson,  Harold  V. 
Waters,  Claude  G. 
Swisher,  Douglas  M. 
Moore,  Virgil 
"“Casey,  Patrick  T. 
Freshwater,  Glenn  E. 
Parrett,  Eaymond  C. 
Burroughs,  JohnJ.  Sr. 
Wallace,  John  E.D. 

Y oung , St  lephen  B . 
Quinn,  Ealph  E . 

Eevert,  Artie  L. 
Waddell,  Walter  A. 
Forrest,  James  A. 
Freathy,  Albert  E, 

Ear  tl ey , Erne  s t H . 
ToTmisend,  Vdlliam  B. 
Fox,  William  B. 

Olson,  Gilbert  W. 
Eedifer,  Earl  B. 
Eenneck,  i'/dchael  P. 
Scott,  Elliott 
Handles,  Arthur  E. 
Syimngton,  Douglass 
"“Bishop,  Edward  J. 
Hughes,  Eaymond  J. 
Pope,  William  E. 

Faust , Carl  M. 
Waytulonls,  Victor  M. 
"“Iviiller,  Joseph  J. 
Craft,  Tennyson  M. 
Silvers,  Lee 
Iviarth,  Hugh  H. 

Gossett,  Henry 
Heist,  Emil 
Akers,  Thornton 
Tomberlin,  George  D. 
Fester,  Edwin  C. 
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202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 
211 
212 
213 


Hamil-ton,  Hobert  E. 
Grossimn,  PatO. 
Callaghan,  George 
Croy,  Till  lain  D. 
Jimkert,  Albert  G. 
Walsh,  Lambert  C. 
Gray,  Henry  H. 
Herman,  Leo  I. 
I\/Iitchell , Gregory  A. 
Housen,  Syle  W. 
Brown,  George  P. 
Scott,  Grover  B. 


214  *Axford,  Leo  W. 

215  *Han'non,  William  T. 

216  Brees,  Willian  M. 

217  Crawford,  Wallace  W. 

218  Hart,  Herman 

219  Field,  Charles  B. 

220  Dozier,  John 

221  Schooler,  Oscar  H. 

222  Philapy,  Russell  L. 

223  Holt,  Jewel  A. 

224  Siebenaler,  Fraiic  J. 


225  *Hahn,  Richard  W. 

226  Cayhue,  Arthiir  11. 

227  Hewitt,  Albert  G. 

228  Dryer,  Howard  H. 

229  Grey,  Joseph  R. 

230  Fulkrod,  Benjamin  F. 

231  ’•‘Johnsoiffi,  Lloyd  N. 

232  Totioan,  Theodore  C. 

233  *Mannion,  Ifertin  D. 

234  Hudson,  Littleton  J-. 

235  ’•'Hartman,  Ferdinand 


Note;  Asterisk  preceding  name  indicates  rank  of  First  Sergeant.  Remaining,  noncommission- 
ed officers  hold  grade  of  Technical  Sergeant. 

Technical  Sergeant  Feiertag  and  1st  Sergeant  Eallam,  holding  positions  Nos.  1 and  2, 
respectively,  on  this  list,  were  appointed  to  grade  of  Master  Sergeant  since 
January  1,  1938. 

The  list  of  qualified  Staff  Sergeaiats  eligible  for  promotion  to  Technical  Sergeant 
will  be  published  in  the  next  issue  of  the  News  Letter. 

■ oOo 


27TH  PURSUIT  SQUADRON  STARTS  LONG  TRAINING  FLIGHT 


Starting  with  the  rising  sun  in  iv'iichigan,Arny  , 
Air  Corps  pilots  of  the  famous  27th  Pursuit,  on  j 
February  9th,  began  a long  and  arduous  trek  by  j 
air  which  vra,s  scheduled  to  take  them  through  j 
some  sixteen  of  these  United  States  in  seven  i 
days.  The  flight  was  made  as  a part  of  the  ! 

regular  annual  training  program  required  of  all  j 
of  the  Amy's  fighting  air  -units.  * ! 

Covering  more  than  4,600  miles  in  a week,  the  I 
Squadron  was  to  fly  the  entire  route  in  defen-  | 
sive-  formation.  Newer  pilots,  recently  assign-  i 
ed  to  the  27th  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School , j 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  were  afforded  an  opportuni-  i 
ty  to  test  their  ability  to  "take  it"  day  after  j 
day,  while  the  older  pilots  in  the  lead  posi-  j 
tions  were  likev.dse  subjected  to  a test  - j 

whether  the  advancing  years  have  lessened  their  j 
keenness  and  endurance.  i 

According  to  hiajor  Willis  R.  Taylor,  Squadron  j 
Commander,  the  principal  purposes  of  -the  flight  j 
were  three  in  n-umber;  First,  to  familiarize  ^1  ! 
pilots  with  airdromes,  gro\ind  and  air  navi ga-  j 

tion  facilities,  and  -terrain  features  in  the  ; 
■Tarious  States;  second,  to  practice  the  naviga-  ! 
tion  of  large  -units  over  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce Airways  under  the  newly- revised  regula>- 
tions  of  the  Bureau  of  Air  Commerce  and  in  all 
types  of  weather;  and  third,  to  practice  the 
refueling  and  maintenance  of  aircraft  in  large 
numbers  without  the  aid  of  any  personnel  other 
than  the  pilots  of  these  single-seaters.  No 
mechanics  -were  taken  on  the  flight. 

The  flight,  conposed  of  fifteen  of  the  older  j 
type  of  Pursuit  aircraft,  was  to  cross  the  | 

States  of  liichigan,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  j 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louis- 
iana, Texas,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  | 
Missouri,  Illinois  and  Indiana  before  returning 
to  its  air  base  at  Self ridge  Field,  Mich.  It  | 
was  anticipated  that  nearly  every  possible  kind 
of  weather  conditions  wo-uld  be  encountered  duu”- 
ing  the  progress  of  the  jo-urney,  with  tempera- 
tures ranging  from  the  eighties  in  Florida  to 
below  zero  in  the  north  central  States;  from 
steaming  fain  in  the  south  to  crystal  ice  in  a 
few  hours. 

Weather  conditions  permitting,  the  plans 


called  for  brief  pauses  for  refueling,  food  and 
a few  hours  of  precious  sleep  at  the  following 
localities; 

First  day;  Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Ky.  ; 
Ivjaxwell  Field,  ■ hbntgomery,  Ala. 

Second  day;  Flight  "A"  - M-unicipal  Airport, 
Jacksonville,  Fla. ; Municipal  Airport,  Daytona 
Bea.ch,  Fla.  Fligh-b  'B"  - Mtinicipal  Airport, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  ; Drew  Field,  Tanpa,  Fla. 

Third  day;  Fligh-b  "A"  and  Flight  "B"  - as- 
semble at  Municipal  Airport,  Jacksonville, Fla. ; 
Na-yy  Stp.tion  Field,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Fourth  day;  Shushan  Airport,  New  Orleans, La.  ; 
iAmicipal  Airport  , Houston,  Texas.  ; Randolph 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Fif-bh  Day;  Dryden  Airdrome,  Dryden,  Texas; 
Biggs  Field,  El  Paso,  Texas- 

Sixth  day;  i'Aunicipal  Airport,  Midland,  Texas; 
Fort  Sill , Lawton,  Oklahoma- 

Seventh  day;  Municipal  Airport,  iAuskogee, 
Okla. ; Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.  ; Chanute 
Field,  Ranto-iiL,  111.;  Selfridge  Field. 

The  personnel  of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron  on 
this  flight  are  en-umerated  below,  as  follows; 

Commanding:  lAajor  Willis  H.  Taylor,  assisted 
by  2nd  Lieuts.  Raymond  P.  Todd  and  William 
Kimball . 

Flight  "A";  1st  Lieut.  Murray  C.  Woodbury, 
Corananding;  1st  Lieut.  D.W.  Hutchison,  2nd 
Lieuts.  Thonss  J.  Barrett,  Paul  F.  Helmicki 
Jaimes  L.  Bledsoe,  J.  Francis  Taylor. 

Flight  "B":  Is-b  Lieut.  Robert  Israel,  Com^ 
manding;  2nd  Lieuts.  C.P.  Dittiian,  Charles  E'. 
I'ferion,  Julian  M.  Bleyer,  Jack  L.  Schoch  and 
Don  L.  Wilhelm,  Jr. 

oOo 

Under  Suecial  Orders  of  the  War  Department 
recently  issued.  Captain  Townsend  Griff iss,  Air 
Corps,  is  relieved  from  duty  as  Assistant  Mili- 
tary Attache  for  Air  to  Spain,  France  and 
Belgi-um,  and  from  station  at  Paris,  France,  and 
assigned  to  duty  at  lAaxwell  Field,  Ala. 

iiajor  George  G.  Cressey,  Air  Corps,  who  has 
been  on  duty  at  Scott  Field,  111. , has  been 
transferred  to  the  lAiddleto-wn  Air  Depot, 
Iviiddletown,  Pa. , for  duty. 
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DS/LD  E'^CK0UI1I&  AW  MVIGAT05S 


The  Headquarters  of  the  GRQ  Air  Force,  Langley 
Field,  Va.  , recently  published  a list  of  dead 
reckoning  and  celestial  navigators,  vizs 
Deed  Beckoning  Hg.vigators 

Major  Lester  J.  IrfiC.i'tland,  1st  LI  eats.  Arthur 
F.  Merewether,  William  C.  Ivlills,  Frederick  E. 
Calhoun  and  James  A.  Ellison,  all  cf  Barksd;ile 
Field,  La. 

Celestial  Navigators 

First  Lieuts.  John  H.  Davies,  Williain  H. 
Matheny,  Warren  H.  Higgins  and  Pa.ul  G.  duller, 
cf  Langley  Field,  Va. 

ivfejor  Ulysses  G.  Jones,  Captains  Joseph  Snath, 
Milton  M.  Towner,  1st  Lieuts.  Eaery  S.  Wetzel, 
Dwight  Divine,.  II,  Milton  F.  Sunmerfelt  and 
Millard  C.  Young,  cf  iiitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

Captain  John  F.  Guillett,  1st  Lieuts^  Eeuhen 
C.  Hood,  Jr.  and  Eohert  F.  Tate,  of  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

oOo 

WAP  DEPABTIVEHT  OEDEES 
Cl^anges  of  Station 

To  Langley  Field,  Va.  t Colonel  Walter  H. 
Frank,  from  iKiitchel  Field,  N.Y.  , for  duty  with 
the  GHQ  Air  Force. 

To  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  l.st  Lieut.  LeEoy 
Hudson,  from  assignment  and  duty  as  Control  Of- 
ficer, Southwestern  Airways,  Fort  Sarn  Houston, 
Texas.  • 

To  Iv.'iddletovm  Air  Depot , Pa.  ;•  Major  John  E. 
Drumm,  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

To  Eandolph  Field,  Texas:  1st  Lieuts.  Wm.  M.  ' 
Canterbury,  from  the  Philippines;  Donald  D. 
Arnold,  from  Hawa..iian  Department. 

To  Ifeteriel  Division,  Wright  Field,  0.  ’•  1st 
Lieut.  Henry  VA  Bov/iran,  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

To  Kelly  Field,  Texas?  1st  Lieuts.  William  L. 
Lee  8-nd  Edward  E.  Porter,  from  Philippines. 

To  Fort  Sill,  Okla. ! Can tain  Gerald  G. Johnson 
from  Eandolph  Field,  Texas,  for  duty  with  the 
1st  Balloon  Squadron. 

Transferred  to  the  Air  Corps  •'  • 

The  follomng-named  "officers  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Air  Corps,  January  24,  1938,  Viith 
ranlc  from  June  12,  1936,  and  upon  the  completion 
af  their  present  course  cf  instruction  at  the  ! 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texes,  are  j 
assigned  to  stations,  as  follows: 

2nd  Lieuts.  Gordon  H.  Austin  (Field  Artillery)] 
to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. ; Jackson  H.  Gray  and 
James  E.  Gunn,  Cavalry,  to  the  Philippines; 
German  P.  Culver,  Infantry  (rank  from  June  12, 
1935)  to  the  Philippines. 

Eeserve  Officers  to  extended  active  duty 

Second  Lieutenants 

To  B:.;ndolph  Field,  Texas:  '"^^illiam  Somogy, 
Lorain,  Ohio,  and  Crocker  Snow,  Buzzai'ds  Bay, 
lvfe,ss.  , to  February  14,  1941,  also  Aaron  Taft 
Vance,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; Eupert  Eugene 
Herr,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to  Febrijary  11,  1941. 

To  2ferch  Field,  Calif.  : Jean  Eogers  Byerly, 
Estes  Park,  Colo. , to  June  30,  1940;  Lloyd 
Clifford  Waldorf,  Burbank,  Calif. , to  February 
9,  1941. 

To  Pope  Field,  Ft.  Bragg,  H.C. : Arthur  L. 

Logan,  Floral  Park,  L.I.V  m.Y.  , to  January  14, 
1941. 


To  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  : Junius  W. Denison, 
Ojal,  Calif.,  to  July  20,  1940. 

To  Self  ridge  Field,  Mich.  ; William  Ivlason 
Eeid,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  , to  December  10,1940. 

To  Langley  FieJd;  Va.  : Earnest  Hodge  Briscoe, 
Kiiox^Tre,  Tenn.  , to  F^ruary  6,  1941;  George 
Wilson  Hazlett,  Tarentum,  Pa.  , to  February  9, 
1941. 


Second  Lieut.  Harry  E.  Ivlelton,  Jr.  , Cavalry, 
was  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps,  January  24, 
1938,  with  rari;  from  June  12,  1936,  and  upon 
completion  of  his  present  course  of  instriiction, 
at  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  'is  assigned  to  Langley  Field  for  duty. 


Master  Sergeant  Eichard  Eogers,  Air  Corps, was 
appointed  a Wiirrunt  Officer,  Eegiiar  Army,  with 
rank  from  February  1,  1938,  and  assigned  to 
duty  at  Chanute  Field,  111. 


Mhjor  Charles  A.  Pursley,  Air  Corps,  ’/ra,s  on 
February  1,  1938,  relieved  from  assignment  and 
duty  at  Ears.  Sth  Corps  Area,  and  assigned  to 
duty  as  Control  Officer,  Southwestern  Airways, 
Fort  Sam  Houston,'  Texas. 


EECEP^IOH  IN  STQHE  FOB.  31  ST  BOliBAEEiElNT  ' 

All  departments' of  the*  5th  Composite  Group  at  . 
Luke  Field,  T.H. , are  busily  engaged  in  the 
making  cf  preliminary  plans  for  the  reception 
of  the  31st  Bombardment  Squadron  from  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif.  The  31st  is  the  newest  addition 
to  the  Hawaiian  Air  Forces  of  the  Amy.  Final 
arrangements  have  not  yet  been  made,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  Squadron  will  be  based  at 
Hickam  Field,  and  will  operate  as  a part  of  the 
5th  Composite  Group.  A.11  personnel  of  that 
Group  extend  an  "Aloha"  to  the  incoming  .unit. 

■ ■ oOo 

DOG  DESERTS  AEIff  FOE  THE  NAVY 

Elsev'here  in  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter  is- 
an  item  concerning  the  air-roindedness  of  a cer- 
tain dog  at  an  Air  Corps  station.  From  Luke 
Field,  T.H. , huwever,  there  comes  a story  which 
is  entirely  different. 

On  January  20th,  through  the  mediiim  of  a 
ra.diogram  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  USS 
TANAGSE,  it  was  learned  that  "Scrappie,"  popu- 
lar member  of  Lulce  Field's  Canine  set  had  become 
bored  with  the  routine  of  post  Life  and  embarked 
on  the  above  named  Navy  vessel  just  prior  to  her 
depiirture  on  a short  cruise.  The  following 
radiograms  revealed  the  outcome  of  his  yearning 
for  the  sea: 

Lulce  Field  -■  from  - TANAGEE  Jan  19  1937 
Found  dog  on  board  after  departure  Sunday  bear- 
ing L^uke  Field  license  tv.renty  fom.  Bequest 
owners  be  notified  the  dog  will  be  returned  on 
completion  present  exercises  about  twenty  seven 
January  0350. 

To  t!iajor  Van  Ingen 

Your  dog  is  aboard  the  USS  TAITAGER.  Will  be  back 
about  January  tw^enty  seven.  Stone  (Capt.) 

Idijor  Van  Ingen,  S. C.  , Post  Signal  Officer  and 
oxvner  of  the  dog  states  he  had  no  intimation  of 
"Scrappie' s"  apparent  dissatisfaction  with  Air 
Corps  life. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard, 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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THE  ARGENT  I N E PLIGHT 

"'As  seen  by  a Langley“Eield  Correspondent 


Plying  the  flags  of  Chile,  Argentina,, 
Peru  and  the  United  States  from  their  j 
cockpits,  the  six  Boeing  Bombers  cf  the  ! 
1938  Good-Will  Plight  to  Buenos  Aires 
taxied  onto  the  mat  at  Langley  Pield  at 
5:00  p.m. , Sunday,  Pebruary  27th.  The  j 
joy  of  the  pilots  and  mechanics  on  ar-  | 
riving  at  their  starting  point  was  | 

equalled  only  by  the  feeling  of  the  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  of  Second  Wing  ! 
Headquarters.  i 

While  the  intrepid  messengers  of  Pan-  | 
American  friendship  were  bat tl.ing  through  i 
the  ^storms  and  tornadoes  of  the  sub-equa-! 
torial  regions,  all  personnel  at  Langley  i 
Pield  were  watching  every  detail  of  the  i 
air  hegira  from  their  offices.  Long  I 
into  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  | 

Brigadier  General  Gerald  C.  Brant  and  ; 
his  staff  pored  over  the  progress  map 
charted  on  the  large  drawing  table,  eager; 
to  hear  the  latest  tidings  from  Lieut.  ' 
Colonel  Robert  Olds  and  the  commanders  of! 
the  o.ther  five  "Plying  Portresses."  j 

All  of  the  resources  of  Headquarters  I 
and  Headquarters  Squadron,  Second  Wing, 
GHQ,  Air  Porce,  were  devoted  to  making 
the  flight  a success.  One  of  its  most 
pleasant  functions  was  to  pass  onto  the 
keenly  interested  public  the  latest  dis- 
patches from  Colonel  Olds.  So  efficient 
were  the  Wing  and  associated  array  radio 
stations,  that  at  Wing  Eeadqiiarters  and 
at  the  War  Department  in  Washington 
draftsmen  were  plotting  their  maps  an  I 
average  of  twelve  minutes  after  Colonel  I 
Olds  had  finished  sending  his  latest  po- 
sition report.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  South  American  public  ob- 
tained the  nev/s  of  the  progress  of  the 
flight  all  the  way  from  the  United 
States  while  the  Boeing  Bombers  were 
passing  over  them. 

Early  preparations  for  the  flight  to 
honor  the  new  Argentine  Administration 
were  necessarily  shrouded  in  secrecy. 

Por  two  or  three  days  prior  to  the  War 
Department's  first  brief  annoimcement, 
many  of  the  pilots  and  mechanics  knew 
only  that  they  were  going  on  a long 
flight.  Por  all  some  of  them  knew,  the 
air  journey  might  have  been  to  Panama  or 
Hawaii.  But  that  did  not  retard  or  ham- 
per the  speed  and.  thoroughness  with 
which  preparatory  details  were  executed 
in  those  first  few  days. 


With  the  formal  annoubceraents  of  the 
State  and  War  Department,  work  moved  at 
even  a faster  clip.  Passports  were  pre- 
ared,  visas  to  countries  in  which  land- 
ngs  might  occur  were  hurriedly  complet- 
ed, and  all  the  other  administrative  de- 
tails incidental  to  a flight  passing  ov 
over  so  many  foreign  coimtries  were 
worked  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
nations  concerned. 

But  the  real  spade  work  for  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  flight  was  the  research 
necessary  to  locate  all  of  the  maps  of 
the  proposed  route,  ascertain  probable 
weather  conditions  for  every  day  and 
mile  of  the  flight,  and  investigate  the 
conditions  of  fields  where  the  16-ton 
Bombers  were  to  land. 

To  the  eye  of  a casual  observer j the 
most  striking  of  all  the  preparations 
was  the  calm  and  unruffled  manner  in 
which  the  airplane  mechanics  and  radio 
technicians  went  about  their  tasks  of 
adjusting,  cleaning  and  inspecting  every 
inch  of  the  sky  dreadnaughts  in  which 
they  were  to  entrust  their  lives  over 
the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the  Aides  Mountains. 
It  v/as  all  in  the  day's  work  to  these 
men. 

And  they  were  not  especially  picked 
for  this  flight.  Only  the  regularly  as- 
signed combat  crews  were  ordered  on  the 
flight. 

At  last  everything  was  in  readiness 
for  the  ijake-off. 

On  a bitingly  cold  Tuesday  morning,  at 
9:00  o’clock,  Pebruary  loth,  to  be 
exact,  the  last  of  the  six  Boeings  lift- 
ed gracefully  into  the  air  headed  south 
for  Miami.  This  departure  v/as  an  ex- 
ample of  all  of  the  other  take-offs  of 
the  flight.  They  were  tv/o  minutes  apart, 
the  flight  commander  being  the  first  to 
push  the  nose  of  his  flying  fortress 
into  the  cold  ozone.  With  him  he  car- 
ried the  greetings  of  President  Pranklin 
D,  Roosevelt  to  the  President-elect  of 
the  Argentine,  Roberto  Ortiz. 

As  the  half  dozen  planes  roared  toward 
warmer  climes  they  refrained  from  flying 
formiation.  Each  was  on  his  own  in  the 
air.  This  was  part  of  Colonel  Olds' 
policy  of  trusting  the  navigator  in  each 
"Plying  Portress"  to  plot  the  correct 
courses.  Much  credit  is  due  the  flight 
commander  for  placing  such  implicit  trust 
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in  each  corahat  team,  for,  after  all,  he 
was  "holding  the  sack"  in  the  event  that 
anyone  of  the  sextet  failed  to  reach  its 
appointed  rendezvous. 

As  GHQ  Air  Force  observers  pointed  out 
after  the  return  to  Langley  Field, ^ it 
would  have  been  easy  enough  and  quite 
proper  for  Colonel  Olds  to  "herd"  all  of 
the  planes  together  and  lead  them  to 
Buenos  Aires  under  the  guidance  of  some- 
one whom  he  felt  to  be  the  outstanding 
navigator  of  the  entire  group  of  25 
fleers. 

But  he  did  not  take  this  obviously 
easier  course.  His  confidence,  it  ap- 
pears, was  based  on  his  knowledge  tiiat 
his  navigators  - all  of  them  - were  ca- 
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out  of’  drawers.  fOhey  set  to  work  calcu- 
lating the  chances  of  the  sextet  of  four-jtf| 
motored  aircraft  making  the  Lima  airport.' 
Emergency  airport  facilities,  reserve 
fuel,  and  other  factors  entered  into  the 
discussion  as  faces  grew  longer. 

But  confidence  was  restored  as  the  next 
hourly  report  depicted  the  sturdy  Boeings 
plugging  along  at  150  knots,  a safe 
speed. 

On  board  the  planes  preparations  were 
being  made  to  combat  an  eiquatorial  storm 
which  finally  made  its  appearance  off 
_Guayquil,  Ecuador.  This  is  where  the 
j reserve  horses  of  the  "Cyclones"  came  in 
very  conveniently  for  the  49  air  argon- 
auts. Effortlessly,  the  six  Boeings, 
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pable  of  finding  their  way  round  two  con-j  each  still  flying  alone  but  in  radio 
tinents  and  a coi!Q)le  of  oceans  by  the  ap-^  comm\mication  with  each  other,  rose 
plication  of  the  exact  science  of  air  na-i higher  and  higher  above  the  storm  center 


vigation  - not  by  the  law  of  x>robabili- 
ties.  In  this  case  his  faith  in  his  nav- 
igators was  justified  - the  flight  was 
completely  successful. 

With  all  24  "Cyclones"  purring  a sweet 
harmony,  the  flight  dropped  into  the 
Miami  airport  five  hours  and  45  minutes 
after  departing  from  Langley  Field. 

Little  time  v/as  available  to  partake 
of  the  pleasures  of  the  Florida  resort, 
as  the  mechanics  again  worked  carefully 
over  the  ships  from  stem  to  stern,  and 
the  navigators  and  pilots  scrutinized 
maps  and  weather  reports. 

Seven  m.inutes  before  one  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  flight 
again  took  to  the  air,  at  intervals  of 
two  minutes.  Colonel  Olds  hoped  to_ 
reach  Lima,  Peru,  non-stop,  but  decided 
to  postpone  his  final  decision  until  the 
arrival  of  the  flight  over  Panama.  It 
was  the  hurricane  season,  and  last  re- 
ports had  indicated  bad  weather  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  equator.  The  planes 
flew  the  1100  miles  between  Miami  and 
Panama  alone,  v/ith  orders  to  assemble 
over  Colon. 

The  tropical  sun  was  beating  dovra  with 
its  customary  intensity  when  Colonel 
Olds  assembled  his  Good  Will  flyers  over 
Colon  at  7;07  a.m. , six  hours  and  14  min- 
utes after  leaving  Miami. 

The  decision  with  which  Colonel  Olds 
was  now  faced  was  not  an  easy  one.  Bad 


flight.  . . , 

Refueling  and  servicing  tne  giant 


until  the  altimeters  read  23,000  feet. 
With  occasional  inhalations  of  the  pre- 
cious osygen,  they  rode  in  and  out  of 
the  top  of  the  storm  for  300  miles. 

They  passed  the  equator  at  10:50  a.m., 
dipping  their  planes  in  a solemn  salute. 
Hept^'inic  ceremonies  were  omitted. 

As  the  planes  flew  toward  the  appoint- 
ed rendezvous  at  Point  Salinas,  just 
north  of  Lime,,  thousands  of  Peruvian  of- 
ficials and  aviation  fans  at  the  Liraa- 
tambo  airport  were  eagerly  awaiting,  the 
visitors  from  the  Big  neighbor  of  the 
Worth.  ’There  frightened  civilians  in 
other  countries  during  the  past  quarter 
century  scanned  the  skies  with  dread, 
these  friendly  people  were  eagerly 
awaiting  these  Ambassadors  of  Good  Will, 
who  were  bringing  not  bombs  but  messages 
of  Friendship.  Landing  at  4:25  p.m, , 
the  six  planes  made  the  record  non-stop 
flight  of  2695  miles  in  15  hours  and  32 
minutes. 

Colonel  Olds,  fulfilling  his  duty  as 
the  spokesman  and  leader  of  the  flight, 
spoke*briefly  at  5;00  p.m.  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  through  a nation- 
wide radio  hookup.  Heedless  to  say,  the 
radio  set  in  Second  Wing  Headquarters 
and  those  in  the  homes  of  the  flyers' 
loved  ones  were  turned  on  "full  blast" 
to  hear  the  gallant  leader's  account  of 
the  second  leg  of  his  already  historic 


weather  was  still  reported  at  the  Equator!  ^ _ 

with  the  conditions  beyond  very  uncertain]  airplanes  required  a seven-hour  layover. 
Weighing  all  factors  carefully,  he  radio-J  Member s of  the  flight,  on  their  return 


ed  his  momentus  decision  to  the  other 
planes  in  the  form  of  the  terse  order: 
"Continue  to  Lima."  His  decision  was 
not  final,  however  - so  he  told  us  later. 
He  planned  to  fly  for  four  hours  more, 
then,  if  weather  prevented  further  prog- 
ress, to  return  and  land  in  Panama. 

Slov/  progress  was  made  for  several 
hours  as  they  swung  down  the  South  Amer-  | 
ican  coast.  A stiff  wind  made  the  going 
heavy.  Average  speed  of  the  "Fortresses" 
fell  to  125  knots  per  hour.  Back,  at 
Langley  Field  a worried  group  of  Second 
Wing  Staff  officers,  headed  by  General 
Brant,  dug  their  computing  instruments 


to  Langley  Field,  were  eloquent  in  their 
praise  of  the  help  given  by  the  employees 
of  the  Pan-American  Grace  Airways. 

At  11:05  P.M. , the  crews  of  five  of  tne 
"Fortresses"  loaded  into  their  planes 
for  the  take-off  for  their  destination., 
Buenos  Aires.  Delayed  on  the  ground 
with  a defective  propeller  was  Major 
Meloy  and  his  crew,  but  he  promised  to  . 

?et  into  Buenos  Aires  in  plenty  of  time  i 
or  the  iaai_a^,iural  ceremonies. 

Still  flying  two  minutes  apart,  the 
quintet  of  B-17’ s headed  for  Santiago, 
■ymere  it  was  planned  to  stop  of  weather 
' conditions  (Continued  on  Page  18) 
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■ U.  S.  ARMY  WEA.THER  SERVICE 
By  Sergeant  Edward  D,  Steel,  Air  Corps 


Formerly  all  weather  information  was 
compiled  and  distributed  solely  by  th.e_ 
U.S.  Weather  Bureau.  Although  our  Artil- 
lery Branches  have  used  certain  phases 
of  meteorology,  or  weather,  for  some 
years,  it  was  not  until  the  introduction 
of  the  airplane  as  a combat  arm  that  the 
Army  became  acutely  conscious  of  the 
considerable  importance  of  weather  infor- 
mation and  forecasting.  Troops  on  the 
march,  ^ns  in  action,  etc.  , are  not  par- 
ticularly concerned  with  ceilings,  visi- 
bilities, etc. , for  such  items  do  not  ma- 
terially affect  their  missions,  but  to 
the  pilot  of  either  military  or  commer- 
cial airplanes,  such  information  is  of 
prime  importance,  for  upon  it  de^pends. 
not  only  the  success  of  his  mission  - 
but  his  very  life. 

The  weather  station  at  Langley  Field, 
Va. , was  first  established  twenty  years 
a^o.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous operation  and  working  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Weather  Bureau  and  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce.  The  Signal  Corps 
originally  controlled  and  administered 
the  weather  functions  in  the  Army,  and 
its  work  deserves  the  maximum  commenda- 
tion, for  each  year  it  materially  in- 
creased the  efficiency  of  the  Army 
Weather  Service.  However,  the  particu- 
lar needs  of  our  Air  Corps  for  certain 
weather  information  made  it  advisable 
that  the  Air  Corps  take  over  the  Weather 
Service.  Hence,  since  July,  1937,  the 
Army  Weather  Service  has  been  under  the 
control  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Under  the  Signal  Corps,  observers  and 
forecasters  were  trained  at  Fort  Mon- 
mouth, New  Jersey.  Under  the  present 
system,  ebservers  are  trained  at  the  in- 
dividual stations,  and  through  their  own 
study.  Also,  a highly  efficient  fore- 
casters' school  has  been  established  at 
Patterson  Field,  Ohio,  and  it  is  known 
as  the  "Air  Corps  Weather  School."  At 
this  school  the  student  forecaster  is 
given  work  in  the  theory  of  air  mass 
analysis,  in  the  use  of  his  theory  prac- 
tically, and  in  the  subjects  which  make 
a necessary  background  for  a thorough 
understanding  of  the  subject,  viz; 
mathematics,  trigonometry,,  physics .'^nd 
calculus.  When  he  has  completed  this 
course,  which  normally  requires  five 
months  of  intensive  study,  he  is  then 
assigned  to  a weather  station,  where  he 
practices  the  application  of  the  rules 
and  theories  which  he  has  learned.  A 
good  deal  of  practical  experience  is 
needed,  even  after  finishing  the  school, 
for  a good  forecaster  must  not  only  be 
well  grounded  in  theory,  but  he  must 
have  sufficient  practical  knowledge  to 
apply  his  theoretical  knowledge  effici- 
ently. 

The  tools  of  the  forecaster  are  actu- 
ally measurements  of  the  elements,  tem- 


perature, dew-point,  pressure  tendencies 
wind  directions  and  speed,  visibilities, 
upper  air  winds,  and  humidity.  Four  or 
more  surface  synoptic  maps  are  construct 
ed  daily,  and  in  addition  several  differ 
ent  types  of  stability  diagrams  are 
plotted.  Most  of  this  information  is 
received  by  teletype  and  radio,  and  by 
following  the  developments  24  hours 
daily,  it  is  possible  to  advise  the 
pilots  and  flight  commanders  as  to  what 
conditions  are  to  be  expected  in  any  or 
all  parts  of  the  country. 

This  Air  Corps  service  differs  from 
that  required  of  the  airline  meteorolo- 
gist, inasmuch  as  the  airline  meteorolo- 
gist loiows  in  advance  the  schedules, 
routes  and  type  of  airplane  which  fol- 
lov/s  a designated  radio  beacon  course. 
Military  aircraft  vary  widely  in  type 
and  equipment,  and  fly  without  prear- 
ranged schedules  in  many  instances.  In 
this  respect  the  weather  requirements 
differ.  Poor  weather,  although  always 
a hazard,  may  not  cause  a cancellation 
of  a clearance  for  a single  airplane, 
whereas  such  weather  would  undoubtedly 
be  dangerous  for  formation  flying.  Some 
flights  can  be  accomplished  non-stop, 
over  the  top  of  the  overcast,  if  suffi- 
cient ceiling  and  visibility  exist,  or 
will  exist,  at  destination.  Other 
flights,  limited  by  gasoline  supply  or 
inadequate  blind  flying  instruments, 
must  of  necessity  be  made  under  the 
clouds.  Occasionally,  the  pilot's  ex- 
perience and  the  available  navigational 
facilities  determine  the  advisability  of 
issuing  a clearance. 

For  long  distance  flights  a suitable 
route  must  be  chosen  to  assure  a safe 
completion  of  the  flight.  As  mentioned 
before,  a flight  plan  for  one  mission 
may  not  be  adaptable  to  another,  even 
if  the  destination  and  time  of  departure 
are  the  same.  Refueling  stations  and 
emergency  landing  field,  plus  an  alter- 
nate route,  are  some  of  the  safety  fac- 
tors to  be  considered. 

During  the  past  year,  a forecaster 
from  the  weather  station,  who  draws  maps 
and  makes  forecasts  while  in  the  air, has 
accompanied  the  "Flying  Fortresses"  on 
various  long  range  missions.  In  periods 
of  flight  up  to  24  hours,  many  changes 
may  take  place  in  the  weather  situation; 
the  flight  forecaster  follows  these 
changes  continuously  and  advises  the 
pilot  or  flight  commander  of  any  develop 
ments  anticipated. 

Equipment  tests  and  maneuvers  general- 
ly require  a base  set  up  away  from  the 
home  airport.  A conplete  mobile  weather 
station  is  part  of  the  temporary  base; 
this  mobile  station  makes  it  possible  to 
compile  complete  information  first  hand, 
rather  than  rely  entirely  upon  radio  or 
(Continued  on  Page  5). 
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MGEITTINE  FLIGHT  PROVES  EXCELLENT  STATE  OE  THAIMIHG  IN  THE  GHq  AIR  FORCE 


In  congratulating  Lieut.  Colonel  RoLert ' enlisted  man  in  the  Air  Corps,  with  few 
Olds  and  his  hand  of  43  officers  a,nd  en-  {exceptions,  was  required  to  perform 
listed  men,  when  they  completed  their  {guard  duty  and  other  details  around  an 
round  trip  Journey  hetween  Langley  Field, !air  hase.  When  he  was  away  from  the 
Va. , and  EuenoB  Aires,  Argentina,  Major  lhangar  someone  else  stepped  in  to  work 
General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  ccimander  i cn  liis  ]plans.  Sometimes  enlisted  men 

the  GKQ  Air  Force,  expressed  liis  gratifi- , worked  on  a different  airplane  every 
cation  on  the  success  of  the  flight  and  ! time  they  reported  to  their  hangar. 


upon  the  excellent  account  they  gave  of 
themselves  as  Ambassadors  of  Good  Will. 
"You  have  added  another  accomplishment 
to  the  long  roll  of  ’’Things  the  Army 
Does  Resides  Fight, ’"the  General  stated. 

High  officials  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force 
pointed  out  that  the  clocklike  precision 
with  which  the  tour  of  the  six  "Flying 
Fortresses”  to  South  America  and  return 
was  executed  is  proof  of  the  high  stand- 
ard of  training  existing  in  all  units  of 


the  GHQ  Air  Force. 

"This  was  not  a stunt  flight  performed 
by  specially  selected  men,"  stated  Gen- 
eral Andrews.  He  went  on  to  explain  tlmtj  the  term  "combat  te^;"  a term  which 
every  airplane  ?;as  manned  by  its  regular--  since  1936  has  been  used  in  connection 


I Insofar  as  the  ships’  officers  were 
i concerned,  no  stabilized  organization 
j existed.  Airplanes  were  pooled,  arid  the 
j training  of  officers  as  team  mates  in 
: the  air  was  accomplished  only  through 
Uiaphazard  association  as  flying  mates. 

! For  example,  Captain  Jones  and  Lieut. 

I Smith  would  fly  together  in  the  morning 
i in  airplane  Ho.  10;  iii  the  afternoon 
I Captain  Jones  and  someone  else  would  fly 
i together  in  Ho.  2. 

I General  Andrev/s  saw  that  it  was  necee- 
j sary  to  change  this  system  if  efficiency 
was  to  be  increa,sed,  and  so  he  coined 


ly  assigned  crew;  that  no  substitution 
of  "specially  qualified"  men  were  made, 
and.  that  every '^"Flying  Fortress"  in  the 
GHQ  Air  Force  has  a regular  crew  who 
could  have  o:one  the  same  thing  in  the 
same  creditable  manner  as  did  the  six 
crews  assigned  to  the  task. 

A noteworthy  feature  in  connection 
with  the  execution  of  this  flight  is  the 
fact  that  every  airplane  was  placed,  "on 
its  ovm"  on  every  leg  of  the  flight.  It 
was  routine  procedure  for  airplanes  to 
take  off  two  minutes  apart  and  proceed 


with  tactical  training  more  than  any 
‘other.  In  that  year  General  Andrews  in- 
i sisted  on  rigid  adnerence  to  tne  combat 
i te.am  idea:  that  onlj^  the  regularly  as- 
i signed  members  of  a crew  would  fly  in 
! an  airplane;  that  each  man  would  be  as- 
i signed  a particular  task,  and  that  all 
I flying  in  that  airplane  would  be  in 
! connection  with  training  of  that  crew. 

I Many  obstacles  had  to  be  overcome  to 
iput  this. theory  into  practice,  Ee- 
! arrangement  of  the  entire  organization 
'of  units  was  necessary  in  order  to  re- 


alone  to  an  "assembly’-  point"  some  tlious-  ! lieve  the  members  of  combat  crews  of  out 


and  miles  ay;ay.  For  example,  on  ■ the 


'side  duties.  This  was  strenuously -o-p- 


Miami-Lima  leg,  the  first  assembly  after  iposed  in  the  initial  stages  by  man^^  offi 


leaving  Miami  was  over  the  Panama  Canal 
at  Colon.  Airplanes  were  in  radio  com- 
m^lnication  with  each  other  tut  were  ap- 
proxima.tely  six  miles  apart,  beyond 
vi-sual  distance. 

The  purpose  of  separating  airplanes  in 
this  manner  was  to  afford  the  tra;ining 
to  every  airplane  crew  v;hich  in  forma- 
tion flying  is  experjienced  only  by  the 
leading  airplane 


cere  whose  interests  conflicted"  with 
this  arrangement,  however,  and  sometimes 
with  'what  seemed  to  others  as  question- 
able v/isdom.  General  Andrews,  however, 
inflexibl3r  stood  pat  on  combat  team 
training.  Growing  pains  gradually  pass- 
ed, and  the  new  organization  was  well  on 
its  way . 

'.’/ithin  a year  the  increased  efficiency 
of  units  in  the  maintenance  cf  their 


The  precision  and 

dispatch  with  which  the  appointed  assem-  'equipment,  and  in  the  endurance,  naviga 
blies  were  invariably  made  bear  mute  evi-i  tional  skill,  and  raarksmanship  of  per- 
dence  of  the  excellence  of  that  training. ^ sonnel  became  evident  through  the  in- 


This  officienc,y,  as  proven  by  the 
South  American  flight  completed  on  the 
afternoon  of  February  27th,  was  not  ar- 
rived at  overnight.  When  the  GHQ,  .Air 
Force  came  into  being  in  March,  1935, 
with  General  Andrews  as  its  first  com- 
mander, one  of  its  first  objectives  was 
the  attaining  of  en  ideal  combat  crew. 

As  General  Andrews  planned  it,  this 
crew  would  be  assigned  regular  positions 
in  their  ovm  airplane  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  as  a naval  vessel  has  its 
Captain,  its  navigator,  engineer,  gun- 
nery officer,  etc.  But  tremendous  ob- 
stacles had  to  be  overcome. 

Under  the  system  then  in  effect,  every 
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creased  performance  of  the  airplanes, the 
excellence  of  the  gunnery'  and  bombing 
scores,  and  in  the  reduced .accident 
rate  despite  routine  flying  in  all  sorts 
of  weather. 

The  attention  of  the  public  has  been, 
attracted  to  the  high  efficiency  of  the 
army  airmen  by  press  comments  from  time 
to  time  on  such  accomplishments  as  sur- 
prisingly long  "routine"  flights,  trans- 
continental flights  in  ?diich  new  records 
have  been  established,  and,  finally,  on 
this  flight  to  South  America. 

All  of  these  improvementB  and  accom- 
plishments pay  great  tribute  to  the  ex- 
( Continued  on  Page  20) 
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FIELD  UNIT  FOR  TESTING  AIRPLANE  INSTRUI/IENTS 
By  the  Materiel  Division  Correspondent 


> 


In  the  past  when  a pilot  upon  landing 
reported  raulty  instrument  operation, 
there  was  no  recourse  but  to  remove  the 
instrument  from  the  airplEine  and  take  it 
to  a base  where  its  operation  could  be 
checked.  With  the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  instruments  necessary  for  the  fly- 
ing of  large  aircraft,  it  was  recognized 
that  this  was  a condition  which  needed 
remedying.  Sriggestion  was  made  to  the 
Materiel  Division  for  the  development  of 
an  instrument  testing  unit  which  could 
be  brought  out  to  the  airplane  in  the 
field  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  in- 
struments in  the  airplane  without  remov- 
ing them. 

Work  on  such  a unit  v/as  started  about 
tw»  years  ago.  Engineers  in  charge  of 
the  development  began  working  from 
scratch,  and  the  present  portable  unit 
for  testing  airplane  instrum.^nts  and 
equipment  in  the  field  is  tho  result. 

This  unit  consists  essentie.lly  of  a 
cabinet  approximately  30  inches  long,  20 
inches  wide,  and  S3  inches  high,  mounted 
upon  three  wheels  for  portability.  The 
equipment  installed  in  the  cabinet  con- 
sists of  a Type  B-2A  vacuum  pump  and 
tachometer  drive  unit  operated  by  a com- 
bination - 110-volt  AC-DC  motor.  The 
i vacuum  punp  provides  for  either  vacuum^or 
pressure  wuich,  distributed  through  suit- 
able lines,  oil  separators,  air  tank, and 
control  valves,  permits  the  operator  to 
select  either  suction  from  the  intake 
side  of  the  vacuum  puiip  when  checking 
vacuum-operated  instruments,  or  presfsure 
from  the  exhaust  side  of  the  vacuum  pump 
when  checking  pressure-operated  instru- 
ments.. A clutch  in  the  tachometer  drive 
unit  enables  the  operator  to  enga.ge 
either  the  vacuum  pump  or  tachometer  me- 
chanism. A reel  of  electric  cable  ap- 
proximately 100  feet  long  is  provided  in 
the  cabinet  for  plugging  in  the  motors 
to  either  the  110-voit  AG  power  source 
in  the  hangars  or  the  110-volt  DC  elec- 
tric field  power  plant.  A switch  locat- 
ed on  the  instrument  board  prevents  the 
application  of  the  AC  current  to  the  DC 
motor  or  vice  versa. 

Master  instnoments,  together  with  the 
necessary  control  valves,  are  mo-unted  on 
a^panel  in  the  top  of  the  cabinet.  Indi- 
vidual items  of  test  equipment  consisting: 
*f  a thermocouple  tester,  pressure  gauge 
• tester,  voltmeter  tester,  and  altimeter 
tester  are  mounted  in  brackets  near  the 
panel.-  (Haese  are  easily  removable  for 
checking  similar  equipment  in  the  air- 
plane. Tachometer  shafts,  rubber  hose, 
and  suitable  connections  are  contained 
) in  the  lower  part  of  the  cabinet.  These 
also  are  used  for  checking  instruments 
in  the  airplane. 

As  at  present  designed,  the  field  test 
j unit  is  callable  of  checki^  for  accuracy 
! the  following;  Air-speed  indicator,  bank 


and  turn  indicator,  flight  indicator 
(horizon),  fuel  pressure  gauge,  manifold 
pressure  gauge,  oil  pressure  gauge,  al- 
timeter, rate  of  climb  indicator,  tacho- 
meter (mechanical),  tachometer  (electric- 
al), thermocouple  indicator,  turn  indi-* 
cator  (directional  gyro),  pitot  static 
line,  vacuum  lines,  and  voltmeter.  Plans 
are  at  present  under  way  to  include  in 
the  cabinet  facilities  for  testing  the 
automatic  pilot  also. 

The' unit  v/eighs  approximately  300 
ounds,  and  because  of  its  compact  size 
t will  be  possible  to  tbansport  it  from 
field  to  field  by  cargo  airplane. 

In  the  future,  when  a pilot  upon  land- 
ing complains  that  his  altimeter  or  air- 
speed indicator  is  malfunctioning,  it 
will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  remove 
these  instruments  from  the  airplane  for 
checking.  Instead,  the  field  test  unit 
will  be  wheeled  up  to  the.  airplane  and 
checking  may  be  s'tarted  immediately. 
Through  this  method, 'not  only  can  it  be 
learned  whether  or  not  the  pilot's  im- 
pressions were  accurate,  but  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  a possible  adjustment  of 
the  instrument  may  be  accomplished  with- 
out removing  it  from  the  airplane. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  such  a system 
will  definitely  add  to  the  life  of  the 
instrument  by  eliminating  the  T/ear  and 
tear  incident  to  the  removal  of  the  in- 
strument from  the  airjilane,  the  handling, 
packing  and  shipping  it  must  undergo  in 
order  to  route  it  to  a repair  base  and 
return.  The  set  will  also  be  exceeding- 
ly useful  for  the  40-hour  inspection  ser- 
vice, as  well  as.  for  any  intermediate  in- 
spections deemed  advisable. 

Reports  from  stations  where  the  field 
testing  set  has  been  located  for  service 
test  purposes  are  most  enthusiastic,  and 
order  for  a lar.g3  number  for  testing  at 
a greater  number  of  fields  is  contemplat- 
ed. 

oOo 

■J.  S.  Army  Weather  Service 

"XCohTrm^RrTrora’Ta^ 

teletype  communications  from  the  home 
station.  Before  each  mission  the  com- 
mander of  the  flight  or  the  commander  of 
the  base  confers  with  the  meteorologist, 
receives  an  estimate  of  the  weather  sit- 
uation and  bases  his  decision  on  the  in- 
fornjation  received. 

Although  man  will  never  be  able  to  con- 
trol the  elements,  and  to  date  made  no 
steps  in  the  synthetic  duplication  of  any 
of  them  on  a large  scale,  yet  he  has  mads 
amazing  progress  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  observed  elements.  Future  years, with 
the  constant  research  and  development  of 
instruments  for  observation  purposes, 
should  serve  to  strengthen  the  importance 
of  meteorology  not  only  to  the  Air  Corps, 
but  to  the  people  as  a whole. 
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26TH  AmCK  SQP. 


RECEIVES  EEJICIERCY  AYilARD  ' rollraent  of  six  officers,  n jnely: 


Tlie  annual  award  for  the  tactical 
sguadron  having  the  highest  military  ef- 
ficiency during  the  year  1936-37  was^ 
given  to  the  26th  Attack  Squadron, which 
IS  attached  to  the  18th  Pursuit  Group _ 
and  stationed  at  Wheeler  Eield,  Schofield 
Barracks,  T.H.  The  award  is  Based  on 
disciplinary  record,  neatness  of  Barracks 
and  area,  appearance  of  personnel,  effi- 
ciency of  tactical  missions,  maintenance 
of  aircraft,  and  con^jletion  of  the  train- 
ing directive. 

Major  General  C.D.  Herron,  U. S.  Armyj 
Commanding  General  of  the  Hawaiian  Divi-  plished  By  each  student  in  the  class, 
sion,  Schofield  Barracks.  T.H. , presented  The  results  look  promising, 
the  streamer  to  Major  G.A,  McHenry,  Com- 
mander of  the  26th  Squadron,  during  an 
impressive  ceremony  at  Wheeler  Eield  on 
January  18,  1938, 

In  view  of  the  high  standards  of  train- 
ing and  administrative  efficiency  demon- 
strated By  all  the  Squadrons  within  the 


Captain  Homer  W.  Ferguson,  1st  Lieut s. 
Leland  S.  Stranathan  and  George  F.  Kehoe, 
Air  Corps  I 1st  Lieut.  Edmund  T.  Gorman, 
and  2nd  Lieuts.  James  C.  Cochran  and 
Louis  M.  Gregory,  Air  Reserve. 

Second  Lieuts.  A.D.  Olson  and  John  L. 
DuFrane,  Jr,,  Air  Reserve,  are  the  in- 
structors who  are  attempting  to  transfer 
the  recent  knowledge  gained  in  the  18th 
Wing  Navigation  School  to  the  Squadron 
School. 

To  date,  most  of  the  ground  work  in 
Dead  Reckoning  has  Been  completed,  and 
the  first  flying  mission  has  Been  accom- 
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23RD  BOMBARDMENT  SQUADRON  ACTIVITIES 


&rou;p,  the  26th  Squadron  is  extremely 
gratified  at  havii^  Been  awarded  the 
streamer. 

oOo  — 


FLYING  BOAT  FOR  19TH  PURSUIT  SQUADRON 


The  19th  Pursuit  Sauadron  at  Y/heeler 
Field,  T.H,,  recently  received  its  nqv/ 
flying  Boat,  known  to  all  pilots  as  "The 
RaBBi,"  and  the  rest  of  the  Air  Corps  as 
S-43. 

This  BaBy  clipper  came  to  Ydieeler 


Field  from  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , on 


August  16th,  last,  at  which  time  it  was 
assigned  to  the  75th  Service  Squadron. 

On  its  first  flight  around  the  island, 
the  honors  went  to  Lieut.  "Ken"  Rogers, 
"Arch"  Kelley,  "Happy"  Hopwood,  eud 
Staff  Sgt.  McCauley  as  its  pilots  and 
navigators.  This  flight  occurred  on 
DecemBer  14th,  and  it  is  reported  that 
this  ship  is  more  than  capable  of  ful- 
filling the  requirements  of  an  off- 
shore patrol  Boat  to  accompany  the  P-26*s 
and  new  Attack  ships. 

This  is  the  same  type  of  Sikorsl^y  that 
is  Being  used  commercially  By  the  Inter- 
Island  Airways  with  much  success.  For 
the  Airways  use  it  has  Been  licensed  to 
carry  22  passengers  and  two  pilots.  Thus 
it  more  than  fulfills  the  Armj?'*  s require- 
ment for  storage  space.  It  is  felt  that 
it  will  prove  very  satisfactory  in  co- 
operating with  the  faster  and  more  power 
ful  Pursuit  ships  Being  received. 

- — oOo 


Since  the  first  of  the  year,  the  23rd 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  T.H.  , 
has  been  devoting  most  of  its  flying 
time  to  Bombing  missions.  With  exclusive 
use  of  the  new  floating  target  of  the 
5th  Composite  Group,  this  Squadron  has 
Been  able  to  carry  on  quite  a Bit  of  in- 
tensive Bombing  training. 

Frequent  mass  flights  to  Burns  Field, 
Kauai,  for  the  purpose  of  ferrying  equip- 
ment and  personnel  to  the  crew  working 
on  the  C-33,  have  also  kept  the  Squadron 
personnel  busy. 

The  routine  towing  missions  for  the 
anti-aircraft  Batteries  located  at  Fort 
Kamehameha  are  keeping  one  Keystone  on 
the  go  every  day.  At  this  writing  no 
actual  firing  has  been  done,  hut  the 
Batteries  are  soon  scheduled  to  swing 
into  action. 

Many  members  of  this  Squadron  are 
waiting  to  greet  old  friends  in  the  31st 
Bombardment  Squadron  upon  its  arrival 
in  the  Hawaiian  Department. 

oOo — - 


RESERVE  OFFICERS  VISIT  MITCHEL  FIELD 


Thirty-five  ground  arm  Reserve  officers 
were  guests  of  the  97th  Observation 
Squadron  (Corps  & Army)  at  Mitchel  Field, 
N.^Y.  , on  February  5th. 

The  visiting  Reserve  officers  con^jlet- 
ed  a two  and  one -half  hour  tour  of  this 
Air  Base,  under  the  guidance  of  Squadron 
officers,  and  attended  ten  demonstra- 
tions and  short  talks  on  the  outstanding 
phases  of  Air  Corps  tj^pes  of  work  and 
materiel.  Tlie  0-46A,  B-lOB,  B-18  and 
S-43  airplanes  were  on  display. 


Visitors 

were  escorted  through  the  hangars  of  the 
NAVIGATION  TRAINING  IN  50TH  OBS.  SOUADRQNj  97th  Squadron  (Corps  & Array)  and  the 

'I8th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  (GHQAir 


Officers  of  the  50th  Observation  Squad- 
ron, ^ stationed  at  Luke  Field,  T.H.,  are 
now  in  the  process  of  Becoming  full 
fledged  navigators.  Tlie  practicability 
of  trying  to  carry  on  such  a school 
along  with  squadron  duties  and  squadron 
training  is  a point  yet  to  Be  proved. 

The  Squadron,  however,  has  a class  en- 


Force) , as  well  as  the  Base  Para.cRute 
Department,  97th  Photo  laboratory,  and 
the  Link  Trainer  Department, 
j The  group  consisted  of  Reserve  offi- 
cers  on  inactive  status  assigned  to  the 
First  Division.  The  visit  was  in  line 
with  the  desire  of  the  Y/ar  Department 
I (Contiiiued  on  Page  9 ) , 
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GRADUATION  OF  STUDENTS  FROM  ADVANCED. PLYING  SCHOOL 


On  Wednesday,  February  16th.,  Cla&e 
38-A,  composed  of  five  Re^lar  Arny 
officers,  one  foreign  officer  (Bra.^ilian 
Army),  and  fifty-five  Plying  Cadets  fin- 
ished the  conrse  of  instruction  and  were 
presented  certificates  of  graduation  fron 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  day  began  with 
an  inspection  of  the  airplanes  and  crews 
at  8;00  a.m. , following  which  airplanes 
began  to  take  off  at  9:10  a.m.  Effect- 
ing rendezvous  at  Kelly  Field  No.  2,  air- 
planes began  passing  in  review  at  9:30. 
The  graduation  review  flight  was  corapos- 
ed  of  formations  of  0-25* s,  BT-8’s, 
BT-9«s,  A-12*s,  A-17»s  and  P-12* s.  At 
10:45,  the  graduation  exercises  were 
held  at  the  Post  Theater,  with  Colonel 
William  B,  Tuttle,  Engineer  Reserve,  de- 
livering the  address  and  presenting  cer- 
tificates to  the  graduates. 

The  student  officers  comprising  this 

fraduating  class  were  Captain  Glovis.-.M, 
ravassos,  of  the  Brazilian  Army;  2nd 
Lieuts.  Gordon  H.  Austin,  Field  Artil- 
lery; German  P.  Culver,  Infantry,  James 
R.  Gunn,  Jackson  H.  Gray  and  Harry  E. 
Melton,  Jr.,  Cavalry,  U.S.  Arny.  Lieut. 
Culver  graduated  from  the  U.S.  Military, 
Best  Point,  N.Y. , on  June  12,  1935,  and 
) the  remaining  four  second  lieutenants 
on  June  12th  of  the  following  year. 

These  five  officers  were  transferred  to 
the ^ Air  Corps  on  January  24,  1938,  and 
assigned  to  duty,  as  follows; 

Lieuts.  Culver,  Gray  and  Gunn  to  the 
Philippines,  Lieut.  Austin  to  Bolling 
Field,  D. C.,  and  Lieut.  Melton  to 
Langley  Field,  Va. 

Ail  of  the  Pljj-ing  Cadets  who  graduated 
in  this  class  accepted  commissions  as 
second  lieutenants  in  the  Air  Reserve, 
and  were  'assigned  to  Randolph  Field  for 
temporary  duty  pending  the  receipt  of 
orders  for  their  departure  to  their  new 
stations. 

Following  the  graduation  exercises, 
the  students  entertained  the  post  person- 
nel at  a reception  at  the  Officers’  Mess. 

The  Flying  Cadet  graduates  are  enumer- 
ated below,  as  follows; 


V/a.namaker , Martin  Eugene- 
■'.fcltz,  Exigene  Carl 
Sturges,  Clavide  C.  , Jr. 
Clark,  William.  Coombs 
Proxmire,  Theodore  S.  , Jr 
Ames,  Richard  Austin 
Iferks,  iviagnus  B. 

Martin,  Kenneth  Ray 
Pusey,  Ralph  Llewelyn 
Beverly,  Ei’nest  Haywood 
Coupland,  Don 
Zipp,  Marvin  Stoll 
Wabt,  James  Richard 
Brannon,  Dale  Donald 
Wasem,  Clinton  Curtis 
Mason,  Robert  Jiilian 
French,  Donald  James 
Ertmens,  Robert  Gabel 
West,  Graham  Warren 
Anderson,  Dale  li, 

Parker,  Frank  C.  , Jr. 
IvfcNickle,  Ivielvin  Francis 
IvJachicol , George  Ivkbin 
Arms  tr ong , Hal  B\xrrage , Jr . 
Ranck,  Nathan  Hoover 
Taylor,  Ray  David 
Bailey,  J.C. 

Korges,  Woodrow  Wilson 
McClure,  Hamilton 
Atkinson,  Gwen  Grover 
Risen,  Whitmell  Tompkins 
Haskett,  .James  Warren 
Tobler,  Jesse  Alton 
Greene,  George  B. , Jr. 
Cowles,  Ned  Alexander 
Marcy,  Joseph  Coe 
Keeffe,  Harold  Michael 
Koncpacki,  Hubert  J. 
Richardson,  Wayne  K. 
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Barnes,  Kans. 
Wichita,  Kans* 
Shreveport,  La. 
Sangerv i 1 1 e , Me . 
East  Boston,  Mass. 

Lynn,  Mass. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Laur inburg,  N.C. 
Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Rockville  Center,  N.Y. 

Canton,  Ohio 
Columbus , Ohio 
^ Colxmbus,  Ohio 
Norman,  Okla.  • 
Eugene,  Ore. 
•Medford,  Ore. 
Portland,  Ore. 
West  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Norristown,  Pa. 
'Vermillion,  S.D. 
Menphis,  Tenn. 
Austin,  Texas 
Austin,  Texas 
Brownwood,  Texas 
Dumont,  Texas 
Kingsville,  Texas 
Lubbock,  Texas 
Lufkin,  Texas 
Cliatham,  Va. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Bremerton,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Tacoma,  Wa,sh. 
Yakiira,  Wa.sh. 
Mladison,  ''.Tis. 
Manitowoc,  Wis, 
Milwaukee , Wis. 


Garman,  Ralph  Sheldon 
Kofahl,  Harold  Eugene 
Kearby,  Neel  Earnest 
Reedy,  Allen  Dale 
Pardee,  Elliott  Thomas 
Bowen,  John  C. 

Maupin,  John  C. 

Edmmdson,  James  V. 

Hays,  MacDonald  Herbert 
Heintz,  Adam  Joseph 
I Breathitt,  James  III 
j Tibbetts,  Paul  Waxfield,Jr. 
McPherson,  Clarence  Edward 
Dick,  Richard  D. 

Kunmrow,  Robert.  A. 

Faallock,  William  John  II 


Avenal,  Calif,  i 
Fellowes,  Calif. j 
Los  .Angeles,  Calif. i 
Ont^io,  Calif. { 
San  Francisco,  Calif. j 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif.  | 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif.; 
Santa  Ivfonica,  Calif. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Greeley,  Colo.' 
Washington,  D. C.  | 
Miami , Fla. ! 
Moscow,  Idahol 
Chicago,  111. 
Morrison,  111. 
lE.chigan  City,  Ind. 


THE  MOVE  TO  DENVER,  OOLO. 

After  a long  month’s  wait,  the  final  orders 
for  moving  the  Departments  of  Photography  and 
Ariiament  from  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  to 
Denver,  Colo. , arrived  at  8:00  a.m.  , February 
7th.  Three  days  later,  the  freight  and  passen- 
ger trains  were  on  the  way  to  Denver. 

Says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent;  "We  re- 
marked with  a smile  that  upon  leading  the 
freight  train  this  time  (the  second  within  five 
weeks)  cne  less  freight  car  v/as  needed  - 
there’ s nothing  lilce  practice. 

"Then,  too,  there  was  some  argument  as  to  who 
was  happier  when  the  trains  left  - the  Denver- 
bound  -people  or  the  Chanute  Field  garrison. 

'Hardly  had  the  excitement  of  the  move  died 
do-wn  when  a long  expected  epidemic  broke  o^ut  - 
long  expected  because  of  the  cro-mded  conditions 
existing  here  for  the  last  month.  The  first 
case  of  acute  septic  tonsilitis  was  reported  on 
the  aTternoon  of  February  .12th.  By  noon  the 
next  day,  the  small  Post  Hospital  was  filled. 

"CaptainsHeine , CanBron  and  Olson,  Medical 
Corps,  foreseeing  such  an  event,  took  strenuous 
action.  The  offices  and  classrooms  of  Hangar  1? 

(Continued  on  Page  is) . 
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THE  m'^J  IMROi  (XASS  AT  THE  PEIM&EY  ILYING  SCHOOL 


In  the  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  of 
February  1,  1938,  there  were  listed  121  stu- 
dents (lOO  candidates  from  civil  life  and  21 
enlisted  rmn  of  the  Begular  Amy)  who  qtaalified 
for  appointment  as  Flying  Cadet  and  conprised 
the  class  up  to  that  time  slated  to  begin  the 
course  of  training  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary- 
Flying  School  at  Eandolph  Field,  Texas,  "begin- 
ning iferch  1,  1938. 

Since  that  time,  six.  of  the  civilian  candi- 
dates have  for  various  reasi?ns  declined  the 
Flying  Cadet  appointment  proffered  them,  while 
67  civilian  candidates  and  7 enlisted  men  of 
the  Regular  Army  trere  added  to  the  list,  so 
that  at  this  T/riting  the  new  class  n-umhers  a 
total  of  189  students  (iSl  candidates  from 
civil  life  and  28  enlisted  men  of  the  Eeg-olar 
Arny)  . The  probability  is  that  more  students 
will  be  added  to  the  list  before  the  class  ac- 
tually begins  training. 

Candidates  previously  listed  who  declined  ap- 
pointment are  enumerated  below,  as  follows! 

Hornsby,  Claude  E.  , Jr.  Centerville,  Ala* 

McGaughey,  Samuel  K.  Eoseburg,  Ore. 

Ireland,  Loren  E.  Salem,  Ore. 

Seed,  Charles  W.  Eaymond,  Wash, 

Moore,  Kenneth  C.  Clarksburg,  W.  Va* 

Lippucci,  Fred  H,  l\/fargantown,  W.  Va. 

The  new  students  added  to  the  class  are  list- 
ed below,  as  follows? 

Gray,  Leon  W.  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Torre-Bueno,  Henry  E.C.  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Golusha,  Harry  Leslie  Little  Rock,  'Ark. 

Edwards,  Albert  Benton, Jr,  Berkeley,  Calif. 
McCauley,  Clarence  V.  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Czajkowski,  John  T.  East  Hartford,  Conn. 

Yarbrough,  Eugene  T.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gaines,  Alvin  M.  Atlan-ba,  Ga. 

Holbrook,  Thomas  H.  Commerce,  Ga. 

Babb,  Harold  T.  Dalton,  Ga. 

Clavelli,  Oscar  J.  Chica.go,  111. 

Gunzburger,  Paid.  Chicago,  111. 

Jarek,  Frank  W.  Chicago,  111. 

Harrison,  Franciscus  R. , Danville,  111. 

ShanBl,  Joseph  Woodrow  Urbana,  111. 

Price,  Bruce  Burns  Cnicago,  111. 

Thorn'bfough,  George  Wayne  Oreana,  Idaho 

Crouch,  R.E.  Bloomfield,  Ky. 

Barrow,  Leonard  J.  , Jr.  New  Iberia,  La. 

McKay,  Curtis  Andrew  Bethesda,  M.. 

Reed,  Elsdon  Horace  Boston, 

Schofield,  Parker  Fall  Boston,  Ivfess* 

Galasso,  Louis  Francis  East  Boston,  Iifess. 

Sorrenti,  Joseph  Elliott  Svei*ett,  Mass. 

George,  William  S.  , Jr.  Jamaica  Plain,  Ifess. 
Butters,  George  W.  , Jr.  Lexington,  fjfess. 

Larsche,  Lawrence  E.  Worcester,  Lfess. 

Slaght,  William  H.  Detroit,  Ivlich. 

Van  Auken,  Robert  D.  Detroit,  Mich. 

Beaver,  John  Donald  East  Lansing,  Ivlich. 

Davenport,  Jay  Edwin  East  Lansing,  Mich. 

Kregal,  John  William  St.  Paul,  Mann. 

hhKee,  Seth  Jefferson  Illmo,  Ivfo. 

Hagemann,  Wenner  G«  , Jr.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Nelles,  George  S.  Kansas  City,  i\fo. 

Bloszies,  Raymond  Fred  Omaha,  Neb. 

Saunders,  Jack  1/fin.  Athens,  N.Y. 

Eudell,  Ray/rond  Frark  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


Ohio 

Ohio 


fexgaretville,  N.  Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Rochester,  N.Y. 
Lenoir,  N.C 
Boxley, 
Col-umibus , 
Columbus , Ohio 
Col-umbus , Ohio 
Coi-umbus,  Ohio 
Tulsa,  Okla. 
Uniontown,  Pa. 
Pr OAT.  dence , E.  I . 
Anderson,  S.  C. 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Austin,  Texas 
Badling^r,  Texas 
Brownsville,  Texas 
Decatur,  Texas 
Lubbock , T exas 
Nixon,  Texas 
&n  ^gelo,  Texas 
Eandolph,  Va. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash. 

. W.  Va. 
Salem,  W.Va. 
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Doerr,  Jolin  J. 

Jensen,  Dovre  Christian 
Prieston,  George  E. 

Rouse,  John  Albert 
Mciean,  Frederick  H. 

Browneville,  John  L. 

Burkert , DoneJd  D. 

Crcysdale,  William  E. 

DeBolt,  Arthur  R. 

Gould,  Campbell  H. 

Dick,  Newton  R. 

Giannatti,  James 
Mtrrphy,  Richard  Francis 
Dean,  Samuel  C. 

Siernan,  Fred 
Morgen,  Maurice  Allen 
Stohaugh,  Wiley  J. 

Smtlij  Joseph  C. 

Crebtree,  Ifertin  Perdue 
Nelson,  Boyce  M, 

Hunter,  Janes  C. 

Strickland,  Eugene  Lee 
Barksdale,  Ifilliam  S.  , Jr. 

Grotte,  Helmer  Ifertin 
IvfcDermid,  Glenn  A. 

Momyer,  ¥. 

Reppert,  Hov/ard  Vfiinston 
TOiiteman,  Harold  J . 

Flying  Cadets  - Enlisted  Men 

Frimtes 

Porter,  Charles  F.  Urbana,  111. 

53rd  School  Squadron,  Eandolph  Field,  Texas 
Maynard,  Joe  Edward  Pikeville,  Ky. 

A.C.  Det.  , Schoen  Field,  Ft.Benj,Harrison,Ind. 
Towner,  Heber  F.  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

97th  Obs.  Squadron,  l\fi,tchel  Field,  N.Y. 
LeBouxveau,  Warren  Flushing,  N.Y. 

D.E.M.L. , Governors  Island,  New  York. 

Davie,  Richard  E.  Butler,  Okla. 

46th  School  Sauadron,  Eandolph  Field,  Texas 
Ellison,  Holden  F.  Altoona,  Pa. 

Eq.  and  Hq.  Squadron,  Barksdale  Field,  La. 
Taylor,  Robert  W.  Newport,  Teim, 

2nd  ?Jeather  Sqdn.  , Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

In  the  first  group  of  selected  candidates  for 
Flying  Cadet  appointment,  West  Virginia  led  the 
various  other  States  in  the  natter  of  represen- 
tation of  native  sons  in  the  new  class  with  21, 
followed  by  Texas  with  15  and  California  with 
11.  With  the  addition  to  the  class  of  the  74 
students  above  enumerated,  the  delegation  from 
?fest  Virginia  remains  the  same  numerically,  but 
by  virtue  of  gaining  7 students  in  the  later 
group,  the  delegation  from  Texas  has  been  rais- 
ed to  22.  The  Lone  Star  State  has  thus  wrested 
the  lead  from  West  Virginia.  California  is 
represented  by  14  students,  New  York  and  Illi- 
nois with  11  each,  and  Massachusetts  with  9. 

Among  the  -various  cities  represented  in  the 
new  class,  Chicago  has  the  largest  delegation, 
with  6 students,  follovred  by  Col-umbus,  Ohio, 

■with  four,  and  Seattle,  Wash,  ; Tucson,  Ariz,,  , 
and  Boston,  l&ss.  , with  3 each, 

oCo— 

Ma^ster  Sergeant  Carl  T.  Hale,  Air  Corps,  ms 
placed  on  the  retired  list  at  ifarch  Field, Calif. 
Feb.  28,  1938,  after  30  years’  service. 
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A STEREOSCOPIC  VIEW  OF  POVffiR  PLANT  DEVELOPMM  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

By  a Power  Plant  Engineer 


The  year  1937  found  the  Power  Plant  at 
the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division  busy 
with  transition  from  Little  Engines  to 
3ig  Engines.  Keeping  pace  with  the  ever- 
increasing  demand,  our  test,  equipment 
i^-ent  ’‘over  the  hun^)"  of  1,000  norsepower. 

Wh.en  our  dynamometer  laboratory  was 
originally  set  up,  a SOO-horeepower  en- 
gine was  a big  one,  and  engineers  in 
charge  more  than  doubled  the  capacity  of 
the  dynamometers  as  a leeway  for  e^qpan- 
sion.  To  give  them  credit  where  credit 
is  due,  no  one  else  foresaw  the  tremen- 
dous expansion  that  1ms  taken  place  in 
the  past  few  year-s. 

We  are  now  looking  again  into  the  crys- 
tal ball,  but  instead  of  multiplying  our 
power  absorption  over  current  engine 
power  by  two,  we  are  multiplying  it  by 
three.  Current  engines  are  in  the  1,000- 
horsepowar  class.  Our  new  dynamometers 
are  capable  of  absorbing  some  3,000 
horsepower.  This  has  teen  made  possible 
by  installation  of  new  water  brakes.  In- 
cidentally, this  is  the  last  expansion 
which  can  be  accon^lished  in  our  present 
buildings.  They  are  bulging  at  tne 
sides  now. 

increase  of  the  power  absorption  char- 
. acteristics  is  merely  part  of  the  story. 
^Rela.ted  accessories  come  in  for  their 
share  of  expense.  Soundproofed  test  or 
instrument  rooms  adjoining  the  several 
dynamometers  have  occupied  our  electric- 
al engineers  for  quite  some  time.  Anyone 
who  has  ever  experienced  standing  beside 
a 1,000-horsepO'wer  engine  on  the  block 
can  easily  con^jrehend  the  necessity  of 
soundproofing.  Without  it  our  opera.tors 
were  about  ready  to  “go  over  the  hill" 
or  be  placed  in  a nice  quiet  room  with 
a southern  exposure. 

Concurrently  wxLh  increase  of  power 
comes  increase  of  speed,  and  to  simulate 
I air  flow  ever  cylinders  of  air  (gas) 

! cooled  engines,  the  capacity  and  effici- 
ency of  our  blower  fans  had  to  be  more 
than  doxibled.  We  donH  like  to  quote 
'figures,  but  we  believe  we  could  blow 
’ your  hat  off.  Since  the  above  changes 
are  fagt  nearing  completion,  our  Air 
Corps  friends  are  invited  to  pay  us  a 
visit,  to  see  firsthand  the  things  we 
humbly  try  to  explain  in  writing. 

Knowing  full  well  that  the  pilot  abhors 
the  multiplicity  of  gadgets  in  the  cock- 
iPit,  we  have  been  attempting  to  reduce 
I Our  share  of  them.  It  seems  that  F„still 
[ equals  MA  and  KE  still  equals  l/2MV'^  or, 
in  plain  English,  everything  we  get  we 
'have  to  pay  for  in  some  way.  An  auto- 
l.katic  tank  selector  is  being  developed. 
llWe  haven‘  t stopped  guessing  about  auto- 
i J*Tatic  mixture  controls,  supercharger  reg- 
■O-lators,  inrprovementB  in  pumps  and  other 
a-ccessories  to  help  the  tactical  pilot 
who,  with  instruments,  a million  or  two 
radio  switches,  landing  gear,  flaps, 


lights  blinking,  vibrators  buzzing,  needs 
no  exercises  to  stimulate  mental  alert- 
ness Y/hile  flying.  Bear  with  us  --  some 
day  our  Utopia  will  be  just  a plain  old 
throttle  which  may  be  bent  forward  and 
wrapped  around  another  gadget  put  there 
becauee  someone  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  idea. 

Liquid-cooled  development  has  culmin- 
ated in  the  V-1710  Allison  engine  pass- 
ing the  type  test  at  1,000  horsepower. 
This  engine  is  to  undergo  extensive 
tests  in  the  XFM-1  and  P-37  airplanes, 
and  it  is  believed  will  carry  its  share 
of  airplanes  tlirough  the  air  in  the 
future. 

The  R-2600  (Wright)  engine  has  recent- 
ly passed  a very  creditable  type  test  at 
1600  take-off  horsepower.  Pratt  & 
Ydiitney  is  keeping  pace  with  the  1830 
and  2180  series. 

All  in  all,  we  feel  that  the  past  year 
has  brought  the  service  an  increase  in 
engine  performance  and  reliability,  in 
keepijig  with  our  desire  to  give  the  tac- 
tical pilot  his  power  when,  how,  and  in 
the  amount  he  desires,  and  to  permit  him 
to  "fly  through  the  air  with  the  great- 
est of  ease”  as  long  as  his  gas  supply 
holds  out. 

Who  said  "Yhat  about  spark  plugs?” 

We  still  admit  the  plug  situation  is  a 
“horse  on  the  house,”  but  we,  v/ith  the 
aid  of  the  industry, _ are  doing  our  best. 
Have  you  any  bright  ideas? 

oOo 

FUEL  MIXTURE  INDICATORS 

Service  test  of  the  Type  A-1  fuel  mix- 
ture indicator  has  demonstrated  its 
value,  when  properly  installed  and  ser- 
viced, as  a means  of  adjusting  mixture 
controls  to  prevent  engine  overheating 
and  wastage  of  fuel.  It  was  recommended 
that  an  instrument  for  tv/o-engine  use 
and  one  for  single-engine  use,  similar 
in  design  to  the  T'ype  A-1  fuel  mixture 
indicator  but  having  increased  scale 
ranges,  be  standardized. 

— oOo- — 

Reserve  Officers  Visit  Mitchel  Field 

(flbhtinuecO’rom  Page  6~T . 

"to  establish  the  sound  mutual  under- 
standing which  will  lead  to  intelligent 
tactical  cooperation  betYfeen  ground  and 
air  officers,”  as  well  as  to  enable  Re- 
serve officers  of  all  arms  to  keep  in- 
formed of  the  present  changes  and  rapid 
progress  made  in  Air  Corps  tactical  ma- 
terieis  and  procedure. 

oOo 

Effective  February  1,  1938,  Colonel 
Jacob  H,  Rudolph,  Air  Corps,  who  up  to 
that  time  held  the  temporary  rank  of 
Colonel,  Was  promoted  to  the  permanent 
rank  of  Colonel. 
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STRONG  WIND  STIRS  UP  l^CH  ACTIVITY 


On  the  afternoon  of  PeUraary  9th,  a 
call  for  ''everybody  down  to  the  hangar' 
A C-33  Transport  was  in 
It  had 


v/as  sounded. 

danger  of  being  blown  av/ay. 
broken  its  moorings. 

"The  first  view  which  caught  our  atten- 
tion as  we  came  on  the  field,"  says  the 
News  Letter  Correspondent,  "was  one  for 
which  a cameraman  would  give  his  right 
arm.  The  C-33  was  mired  in  the  gumbo 
and  a swarm  of  men  were  tying  ropes  to 
its  wings  and  wheels.  A wind  of  gale 
proportions  mixed  with  rain_was  blowing. 
The  gauge  in  the  Metro  station  register- 
ed 52  miles  when  it  broke.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  a sixty  miles  per  hour  wind 
was  blowing  at  the  time. 

"Colonel  H.A,  Strauss,  Air  Corps,  and 
Lieut.  L.L.  Sailor,  Air  Reserve,  pilots, 
from  the  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  had  flown 
in  v/ith  a cargo.  T/hen  it  started  to 
rain,  the  C-33  was  staked  down.  Then  a 
wind  sprang  up.  From  the  time  the  alert 
crew  sav/  the  plane  break  its  moorings 
and  take  off  until  it  was  safe  in  the 
hangar  there  wasn’t  a dull  moment.  Happy 
smiles  suffused  the  faces  of  Colonel 
Strauss  and  Major  H.  S.  Kenyon,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  Moffett  Field,  as  the  big 
doors  finally  began  to  close  on  the  sil- 
ver ship. 

— — oOo — - 


PURSUITERS  COMPLETE  LONG  TREK  BY  AIR 


Pilots  of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich. , on  February  10th, 
completed  a long  and  arduous  trek  by  air 
that  carried  them  through  fifteen  States 
and  over  a distance  of  4600  miles.  - Tiie 
flight  v^as  made  as  a formation  extended 
cross-country,  and  all  expenses  except 
airplane  fuel  and  oil  were  borne  by  the 
individual  pilots. 

} A great  deal  of  valuable  experience 
! was  gained  by  the  members  of  the  Squad- 
i ron  during  the  flight.  Not  only  was 
j flying  performed  in  nearly  every  kind 
I of  weather  possible,  but  also  every  kind 
j of  terrain,  servicing  facilities  and  the 
I like  was  encountered.  There  being  no 
j mechanics  on  the  flight,  all  inspection, 

: maintenance  and  other  such  duty  was  per- 
• formed  by  the  officers. 

An  extremely  interesting  visit  was 
made  during  the  stop  at  Pensacola,  Fla. , 
to  the  United  States  Naval  Air  Training 
School.  Naval  officers  representing  the 
Commandant  escorted  the  Army  pilots 
through  the  school  and  explained  methods 
of  instruction  and  installations.  The 
Commanding  Officer  and  members  of  the 
Squadron  have  expressed  their  gratitude 
to  the  United  States  Navy  and  particu- 
larly to  the  officers  stationed  at  Pen- 
sacola for  their  many  courtesies. 


Another  very  interesting  halt  was  made 
I at  the  Air  Corps'  aerial  gunnery  camp  at 
COMMERCIAL  FLYING  LURES  AIR  RESERVE  PILOT;  Valparaiso,  Florida.  Here  the  Squadron 

was  delighted  to  find  a beautifully  laid 


Touching  on  the  deparisure  of  an  Air 
Reserve  pilot  from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , 
to  accept  a position  in  coimnercial  avia- 
tion, the  News  Letter  Correspondent 
s ts.-i}  © s * 

"The  97th  Observation  Squadron  (0  Ss^A) 
bids  farewell  and  good  vnshes  to  2nd  Lt. 

R.W.  Gatlin,  Air  Reserve,  who  has  pevert-jAll  the  pilots  expressed  deep  desire 
to  inactive  status  insofar  as  the 


out  flying  field  on  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Every  provision  has 
been  made  for  the  comfort  and  diversion 
of  officers  on  duty  at  Valparaiso,  also 
for  visitors  during  the  short  gunnery 
practice  camps  or  who  merely  come  to 
Valparaiso  for  the  diversions  offered. 


ed 

Army  is  concerned  and  to  the  obviously _ j 
more  enticing  status  of  a commercial  air-1 
line  pilot.  It  is  presumed  the  towin,_ 
of  an  anti-aircraft  target  with^a  Douglas 
0-46A  over  Long  Island  is  less  inviting 
than  turning  a Douglas  over  to  the  "Iron 
Mike"  from  coast  to  coast,  and,  of 
course,  the  Air  Corps  hasn’t  yet  adopted 
the  hostesses  as  standard  equipment’!!" 
oOo— 


Four  B-18's  settled  down  on  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  on  February  17th,  after  ex- 
periencing bad  v/eather  during  the  "hop" 
from  March  Field,  Calif.  The  Army  air- 
men piloting  these  guge  ships  were  par- 
ticipating in  a navigation  flight  to  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla. , and  return.  Included 
in  the  flight  personnel  were  Lieuts. 

John  T.  Mur tha, ( commanding)  Thomas  R. 
Lynch,  Harold  J.  Huglin  and  Robert  D. _ 
Johnston.  The  flyers  expected  to  navi- 
gate one  way  by  day  and  the  other  by 
night . 


to  try  out  the  fishing  and  golf  facili- 
ties at  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Squadron  employed  on  this  flight 
the  Boeing  P-26  airplanes  and,  with  two 
exceptions,  they  stood  the  long  grind 
very  well,  A clogged  strainer  forced 
Lieut.  Julian  M.  Bleyer  down  at  Valpa- 
raiso on  the  fourth  day  of  the  trip. 

There  was  no  injury  to  the  pilot  or  dam- 
age to  the  airplane. 

Lieut.  James  L.  Bledsoe  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  airplane  about  30  miles  v/est 
of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  when  the  engine 
suddenly  failed  and  ignored  all  efforts 
to  start  it  again.  As  the  Squadron  at 
that  time  was  over  terrain  which  preclud- 
ed any  possibility  of  setting  the  P-26 
down,  the  pilot  was  forced  to  resort  to 
his  parachute  at  a lov/  altitude  and  land- 
i ed  (as  is  the  custom  in  Texas)  in  the 
! usual  mesquite  tree.  Tlie  demolished 
'plane  was  some  200  yards  distant. 

Lieut,  Bledsoe  was  soon  picked  up  by 
a sheep  herder  and  taken  to  a ranch, 
j Later  the  sheep  herder  drove  him  to 
[Kerville.  Lieut.  Osborn  flew  up  from 
Kelly  Field  and,  after  ferrying  Lieut. 
-10-  V-7648,  A.C. 


Bledsoe  to  Pancan  Field,  Texas,  where  a 
V Selfridge  Field,  transport  plane,  which 
/ was  retiarning  from  California,  provided 
him  with  means  of  traxisportation  hack  to 
his  home  station.  Sn.hsequent  analysis 
showed  that  the  motor  failure  was  due  to 
the  engine  ** throwing”  tha  fuel  injector 
blower. 

T?ae  followir^  radio  was  subsequently 
received  at  Self ridge  Field  from  Briga- 
dier General  Gerald  C.  Brant,  Commanding 
General  of  the  Second  ¥ing,  GHQ  Air 
Force; 

"Desire  to  commend  Major  Taylor  and 
other  officers  of  your  Group  who  parti- 
cipated in  recently  completed  unit  navi- 
gation flight.  The  acconiplishment  of 
this  flight  of  over  five  thousand  miles 
with  hut  one  change  in  the  flight  sched- 
ule clearly  indicates  the  high  standard 
of  pilot  technique  of  the  First  Pursuit 
Group.” 

— — oOo— 

NSW  CUSS  AT  AIR  CORPS  WEATHEl  SCHOOL 

Tlie  second  class  of  the  Air  Corps 
Weather  School,  located  at  Patterson 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio-  reported  for 
duty  on  February  1st.  Twenty-eix  stu- 
dents from  stations  located  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States  congregated  to  take 
advantage  of  this  training.  In  the  func- 
tioning of  the  Air  Corps,  accxirate  and 
I efficient  weather  service  has  become  of 
increasing  importance,  Especially  has 
this  become  apparent  with  the  advent  of 
modern  long  range  aircraft  of  large  size 
and  high  landing  speeds. 

The  first  class  of  the  new  school  com- 
pleted its  work  on  January  28th.  Of  the 
original  group  of  25  students,  all  hut 
five,  who  were  relieved  for  various 
reasons,  conipleted  the  course.  Of  the 
graduates,  Sergeant  Ernest  J,  Fawhush.of 
Barksdale  Field,  La. , finished  with  the 
nighest  scholastic  record.  He  was  close- 
ly followed  by  Sergeant  Henry  A.  Mooney, 
of  Fort  Bliss,  Texas,  The  averages  were 
conip-ated  from  ths  grades  received  in 
four  subjects;  Mathematics,  Meteorology, 
Physics  and  Weather  Forecasting.  Members 
of  the  first  class  have  already  received 
orders  covering  their  aBsignments  to  im- 
portant Air  Corps  centers  where  they 
will  assume  duties  as  weather  forecast- 
ei's  of  the  Army. 

Under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
J.H.  Ho'aghton,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Patterson  Field  and  Commandant  of  the 
Weather  School,  Captain  Don  R.  McNeal, 
Signal  Corps,  is  in  direct  charge  of 
classes  and  instruction.  He  is  assisted 
by  Techriical  Sergeant  Bernheisl,  Staff 
Sergeant  Hubbard,  Staff  Sergeant  Laurin, 
Staff  Sergeant  Franz  and  Sergeant  Yatteau. 
’ The  fallowing  students  assembled  on 
February  1st  for  instruction  in  the  cur- 
rent class,  which  will  cover  a period  of 
five  months; 

Technlce.!  Sergeants  Julian  P.  Orem, 


! Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  Harry  F.  Gordon, 
j Fort  Bragg,  IT.  C.  ; Diram  Arakelian, 
j Barksdale  Field,  La. ; and  John  S, 

I Philips,.  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
j Staff  Sergeants;  Kerman  J.  Pryber, 

1 Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  Robert  M,  Glenn, 
Bolling 'Field,  I).  C.  ; William.  Farrell, 
Scott  Field,  111. 

Sergeants:  Charles  F.  Miller,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas;  Edward  D.  Steel, 
Langley  Field,  Va. ; John  H.  Butler, 
Chanute  Field,  111.;  Daniel  Adams,  Fort 
Benning',  Ga.  ; Danny  E,  Neff,  Patterson 
Field,  Ohio;  Harry  W.  Larsen,  March 
Field,  Calif. 

Corporals;  Morris  f,  Aberman,  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. ; Norman  L.  Tyler,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. ; Hugh  P.  Fredin,  Fort  Clark, 
Texe.s;  Daniel  S.  Boynton,  Bolling 
Field,  D.C. 

Privates,  1st  Claes:  Thomas  F.  Kelly, 
Maxv/ell  Field,  Ala.  ; Frank  Arietta, 
Tucson  Airport,  Ariz.  ; ?/allace  Brewer, 
Lordsburg  Airdrome,  Texas;  Robert  I. 
Dunlop,  Randolph  Field,  Texas;  Hubert 
C-.  Seeker,  Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  Homer 
Hav/cs,  Ford  H.  Leichel  and  Walter  7/, 
7/estall,  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  , ajid 
I Clayton  D.  Sherwood,  Fort  D.A.  Russell, 

I Texas, 

I — ^-oOo- — 

I WILD  GEESE  DISPUTE  PLANE’S  RIGHT  OF  WAY 


According  to  the  March  Field  Corres- 
pondent, the  story  of  the  brave  little 
tailor,  who  killed  seven  flies  with  one 
blow,  v;as  repeated  with  some  variations 
recently  when  Major  L.C.  Mallory,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  73rd  Attack  Squad- 
roii,  reduced  the  wild  geese  population 
by  five  - all  in  one  full  swoop. 

7/hile  Major  Mallory  was  on  a“  tactical 
missic^i  near  Lake  Elsinore,  Calif.,  six 

feese,  frightened  by  the  sound  of  his 
ow-f lying  airplane,  rose  directly  in 
its  path  and,  honking  angrily,  charged 
in  dispute  of  his  right-of-way.  In  the 
resultant  clash  between  the  metal  behe- 
moth and  the  aerial  "Light  Brigade,"  one 
bird  found  its  way  into  the  oil  radia- 
tor - and  stayed  there;  one  hit  the  left 
landing  light  and  the  passing  light, 
shattering  them  and  crumpling  the  wing 
in  that  vicinity;  anotheo*  smashed  into 
the  fairing  over  the  right  oleo  leg, 
which  was  retracted  into  its  recess  and 
which  was  later  extended  only  v/ith  great 
difficulty;  the  fourth  attacked  the 
fairing  around  the  main  gas  strainer, 
and  the  fifth  delivered  an  effective 
blow  on  the  pleading  e^e  of  the  right 
wing,  crushing  the  skin  and  formers  back 
for  six  inches.  The  sixth  bird,  survey- 
ing the  situation  calmly,  avoided  injury 
by  charging  in  the  opposite  direction. 

^ Major  Mallory,  feeling  not  at  all  like 
the  brave  little  tailor  who  advertised 
his  feat  with  a placard  in  his  window, 
wheeled  awajr  from  the  scene  of  his  tri- 
umph and  flew  home  through  a swirling 
cloud  of  feathers. 


-11- 
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SHAFF  SERGEAM:S  QUALIFIED  FOE  AFPOIEPMEW  AS  TECHlTICia  SEEGEAKTS,  AIE  COEPS 

Effective  Janiiajy  1,  1938 


n 

Pust,  Joseph  E. 

63 

P.uhhy,  Louis 

135 

*2 

lAillinix,  Shockley  D. 

69 

La.quatra,  Lee 

Aldrich,  Guy  A. 

136 

•*3 

Cuthbertson,  Preston  A. 

70 

137 

4 

Parmentier,  Lloyd 

71 

Wetzorke,  Er'uno 

138 

5 

Hoagland,  William 

72 

Boyles,  George  D. 

139 

6 

Jones,  George  S. 

73 

Gurley,  Bert  E. 

140 

7 

Cross,  Ctiarles  M. 

74 

Norich,  Albert  I. 

141 

8 

Smith,  Lawrence 

75 

Worthen,  Boy  E. 

142 

9 

Malkemus , George  D. 

76 

Smith,  Anthony 

143 

10 

Boudreaux,  Henry  D. 

77 

. Hygh , Eellif erd 

144 

11 

Menroy,  Phillip  P. 

78 

.Reilly,  Clarence 

145 

12 

Jfcrnigan,  William  E. 

79 

Richardson,  Homer  L. 

146 

13 

Yucius,  Tony 

80 

.hbore,  John  E. 

147 

14 

Tucker,  Ja-.ies  R. 

81 

Tuffly,  Edward  W. 

148 

15 

Fa.gan,  Luther  W. 

82 

Dossett,  Elbert 

149 

16 

Willett,  Bl'jv  E. 

83 

Boyles,  James  H. 

150 

17 

Greene,  Robert  E. 

84 

Sarem,  Jack 

Cheathcun,  Charles  W. 

151 

18 

Williams,  Leonard 

85 

152 

19 

Antrim,  Roland  M. 

86 

Fields,  Wiley  C. 

153 

20 

Horton'  Dewey 

87 

Kidd,  Harvey  C. 

154 

21 

Hurst , Frank 

88 

Lovett , George  W. 

155 

22 

Paseiran,  Edwin 

89 

Winfrey,  Oliver  A. 

156 

23 

Wolfe,  Jock 

90 

Calcagno,  I'rank  A. 

157 

24 

Darcy,  La.xvrence  J. 

91 

TfTard , Walter  M. 

158 

25 

Steine,  David 

92 

Hampton,  Jaclc 

159 

26 

Kraahberg , Jo .s eph 

93 

Washburn,  Emory  E. 

160 

27 

Barker,  Arthur  C. 

94 

Senter,  Hermn  E. 

161 

28 

Mehnert,  7Jilliam 

95 

Jensen,  Oluf  T. 

162 

29 

Skelton,  Edw'ard  F. 

96 

Gorman,  Andrev/  J . 

163 

30 

Hicks,  Harry 

97 

Benevides,  Joseph  M. 

164 

31 

Sloan,  J/Hles  B. 

98 

Froherg,  George  W. 

165 

32 

Carter,  Lloyd 

99 

Eanes,  Loxiis  Y. 

166 

33 

Blesh,  Earl  S. 

100 

Ross,  Delno  W. 

167 

34 

Brucher,  Ifertin 

101 

Ivbndt , Hoxvard 

168 

35 

Fisher,  Elmer  E. 

102 

Simons,  Joel  A. 

139 

36 

Masterson,  John  A. 

103 

Ifftieeles,  John  A. 

170 

37 

Gardick,  Ciiarles 

104 

Eldridge,  Russell 

171 

38 

Benson,  Harold  P. 

105 

Leonard,  Dfile  F. 

172 

39 

Nipper,  Eli  B. 

106 

Lazor,  Thoman 

173 

40 

Dearborn,  James  E. 

107 

Kannolt,  Henry  P. 

174 

41 

Armstrong,  Chester  A, 
McClellan,  Edi^rin  J. 

108 

Hansen,  Henry  p. 

175 

43 

109 

Sch’dl  t z , St  e ve  J . 

176 

43 

ITiitaker,  Gerald  G. 

110 

Garducue,  Gabriel 

177 

44 

Dambroso , Tony 

111 

Ha/mHck,  .Robert  VA 

178 

45 

Marshall,  Jorm  A. 

112 

Ba.they,  George  E. 

179 

46 

Shelton,  Luther 

113 

Rogers,  Sar.n  F. 

130 

47 

Davis,  Golden  E. 

114 

Yaeger,  Adolph  C. 

181 

48 

Bennett,  ?a.ul  D. 

115 

Ms.rtini,  Henry 

132 

49 

ivlueller,  Courtney  K. 

116 

Carr,  George  W. 

133 

50 

Fredericks,  Joseph  M. 

117 

Langston,  Wilbur  E. 
ivickey,  Everett 

184 

51 

Seqtilne,  Cecil  C. 

113 

135 

52 

Hymes,  Samel 

119 

Criss,  Ka.rl  W. 

186 

53 

Silva,  Ma.nuel 

120 

Huffman,  Ernest  J. 

187 

54 

Flower,  Abraham 

121 

Burton,  Jack 

188 

55 

Henry,  William  F. 

122 

Tormey,  Thoms  P. 

189 

56 

y ocum,  J ohnny  Y. 

123 

Fields,  Clarence  D. 

190 

57 

Carloxv,  Hanoi  d F. 

124 

IkcDermott , William  K. 

191 

58 

Platt,  Graham 

125 

Dwyer,  Charles  L. 

192 

5§ 

Jones,  Thomas  A. 

126 

Schuette,  Alfred  A. 

193 

60 

Deming,  John  .B. 

127 

Anderson,  Chauncoy  L. 

194 

61 

Kievet,  A.ithony 

128 

Weiss,  Joseph 

195 

62 

Pruitt,  Cecil 

129 

Riviere,  Jean  E. 

196 

63 

Barnhart,  La.vrrence  E. 

130 

Witwicki,  Kazimir 

197 

64 

Martin,  Morris 

131 

Reilly,  Patrick  D. 

198 

65 

Simpson,  Dewey  H. 

132 

Alexander,  Nick 

199 

66 

Hoppe,  Helmar  B, 

133 

Peterson,  Cayas  P. 

?.0Q 

67 

Barkhurst,  Frank  M.  134  Eoekstra,  Robert  pOl 

’"Appointed  to  grade  of  Tecimical  Sergeant  since  January  1, 
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Ce.ris,  John  A. 
Cliovenitz,  Fra.nkJ. 
Weeks,  Alvin  C. 

Dobbs,  Meek  H. 

Jolly,  Arthur 
Meeks,  John  D. 

I'fcKovm,  Floyd  K. 
Dooney,  Joim  J. 

Welsh,  Bermrd  A. 
ijfcGhee,  Lester  L. 
Phirmey,  Howard  M. 
Ward,  Lelaud  S. 

Gregg,  Eimiett  L. 
llorris,  Walter  W. 
Newlaud,  Gus  V. 

Hagan,  George  M. 
Warren,  Henry  M. 
Shellhorn,  EdT.vard 
Terrell,  Harry  A. 

Hay,  Floyd  F. 

Lawson,  Lane 
Harth,  George  J. 

Brock,  Norris 
Charboagh^  Michael  E. 
Visbal,  Gemain  A. 
Novak,  Louis  W. 

Goulla,  Jack 
Gutierrez,  Arnoldo 
I\ilartin,  Paul  H. 

Hedges,  Herbert  P. 
DeF'ord,  Lyrcan 
STvlth,  Sigsbee  J. 

Falk,  John  A. 

Flores,  Alberto 
Vidroar,  Frank 
Delaney,  Samel  H. 
Castleimine,  Earl  W. 
Chestnutt,  Eerrcan  L. 
Morrison,  Jay  P. 

Tctu,  Dona  E, 
Armbrusto,  Otto 
Beclcharn,  Eeuben  S. 
West,  Glass 
West,  Henry  L. 

Peluso,  Tony  J. 

Martin,  Troy  V. 

Bryan,,  Hugh 
Weltz,  Willia-eM. 
Siirpson,  Johnnie  S. 
Mislmash,  Charles  J. 
McLish,  Williain  B. 
Tovnsend,  Joel  H. 
Milliard,  Peter  L. 
Williamson,  Henry 
Hall , Bolton 
Bishop , Chalmers  N. 
Kolb,  Peter,  Jr. 
Michael , Edward. 
Mobley,  Enmett  A. 
Collins,  Jacob 
ihuisberger,  Horace  K. 
Sernatchez,  Antonin  P. 
Kapiak , Andy 
Laza,  Joseph  C. 
Podraza,  W^alter  H. 
Pond,  Everett  L. 

Turner , Harry 
1S38 
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202  Fajnik,  Nickolas 
V 203  Arming,  Richard  S. 

/ 204  Hope,.  Daniel 

205  Nielson,  Jean 

206  Hinck,  Reuben 

207  Games,  CSiarles  A. 

208  Oprenchak,  John 

209  Prince,  Kerman 

210  Kelly,  Bernard  F. 

211  Edmondson,  Albert  B. 

212  Browning,  Earl  H. 

213  Powers,  Barron  C. 

214  Barnhill,  Jesse  J* 

215  Allison,  Roy  E. 

216  Hollis,  Claud  D. 

217  Shelley,  Verl  A. 

218  Illy,  John 


219  Winter,  David 

220  l\^iilk0y,  Lloyd 

221  Koblitz,  Monroe  J. 

222  Knowles,  James  R. 

223  Summers,  Robert  F. 

224  Weeks,  Edviard 

225  Garcia,  Adelmo  W. 

226  Fields,  Edward  B. 

227  Brockhausen,  Fred  C. 

228  Burt,  Albert  B. 

229  Kirkpatrick,  Everett 

230  Roberts,  Linah  L. , Jr. 

231  Farrell,  Herbert  W, 

232  Gilinsky,  James  L. 

^3  Lynch,  Eugene  F. 

234  Hamsher,  Chester  L. 

■ — -oOo 


235  Mooney,  James  P. 

236  Cornell,  Harry  B. 

23?  MacKeiizie,  John  H. . 

238  Irwin,  Charles  H. 

239  Killian,  Wiley 

240  Leonard,  Frederick  J. 

241  Cates,  William  R. 

242  Thomas,  Dale  E. 

243  Salmon,  Henry  P. 

244  Caraway,  Rayford  A. 

245  McQuillan,  William  P. 

246  Scott,  Orval  W. 

247  Payne,  Lemuel  T. 

248  Hraba^,  Joe  S. 

249  Fowler,  Byron  L. 

250  Benson,  Harry  A. 


The  Move  to  !Denver , Colo. 

(Continued  from  Page  7 ) 

were  prepared  for  further  cases!  a civilian 
nurse  was  hired  and  1st  Lieut.  Jarvis,  Jfedical 
Reserve,  was  imaediately  called  in  and  addi- 
tional medical  supplies  were  obtained.  Three 
days  later  the  epidemic  was  over  and,  best  of 
all,  the  attack  was  confined  to  the  post  alone. 

'000 — “ 

RESERVE  OFFICER  KILLED  IN  AIR  COLLISION 

Second  Lieutenant  Richard  Dale  McCloskey,  Air 
j Reserve,  was  killed  at  Kelly  Field,  Tezas,  on 
the  morning  of  February  11th,  as  the  result  of 
an  airplane  collision  in  mid-air,  Lieut. 
McCloskey  was  flying  in  a Pursuit  formation  of 
P-12  typo  airplanes.  The  fli^t,  i^ihich  was  a 
traixiing  mission  for  instructing,  was  practic- 
ing Pursuit  maneuvers  about  a mile  southeast  of 
Kelly  Field.  Captain  Burton  M.  Hovey,  Jr.  , was 
the  fli^t  coranander,  and  Lieut.  Marvin  F. 
Stalder  was  the  element  leader  of  the  second 
element.  In  executing  an  in  place  turn  in 
string  formation,  Lieut.  JfcCloskey' s plane, 
which  was  No.  3 in  the  string,  collided  with 
Lieut.  Stalder’ s plane.  The  propeller  of  the 
latter*  s plane  cut  through  the  fuselage  of 
Lieut,  IifcCloskey’ s plane.  Lieut,  Stalder  was 
able  to  nake  a dead  stick  landing  with  his 
plane  without  injury  to  himself. 

Lieut.  McCloskey,  a student  of  Class  25-B, 
graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  on  Jtme  17,  1936,  special- 
izing in  Pursuit  Aviation.  Upon  graduation  he 
was  assigned  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens, 
Mich. , for  one  year  as  a flying  cadet,  and 
later  received  his  commssion  in  the  Air  Re- 
serve. He  T?as  born  on  Jme  16,  1911,  at  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.  He  graduated  from  FrsaJclin  and 
Marshall  College  in  1934. 

Lieut.  McCloskey  is  sxixvived  by  his  wife  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Drisken,  his  mother,  and  Vaughan 
McGlo^ey,  his  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
I conducted  at  the  Post  Chapel  at  Fort  SaTn 
I Houston,  Texas,  and  interment  was  at  the 
I National  Cemetery  at  that  station. 

The  deep  s3mqpathy  of  the  Air  Corps  is  extend- 
ed to  the  bereaved  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
deceased  officer. 
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EEESTAELISHLIENT  OF  BOlvffiARDMENT  TRAINING 

At  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  -Field, 
Texas,  beginning  February  23rd  with  the  incom- 
ing class  which  gradtiated  from  the  Primary  Fly- 
ing School,  Randolph  Field,  Tezas,  Bombardment 
training  was  reestablished,  and  the  following- 
named  Air  Corps  officers  were  assigned  to  the 
Bocdbardraent  Section!  Major  John  V.  Hart,  Chief 
of  Section!  1st  Lieuts.  Delmar  T.  Spivey,  Roy 
D.  Butler  and  Roger  J.  Brovme,  Instructors. 

The  101  students  of  Class  38-B,  recently 
grad^aated  from  Randolph  Field,  conprising  3 of- 
ficers of  the  Regular  Ariry,  6 foreign  officers 
and  93  Flying  Cadets,  were  scheduled  to  be  as- 
signed to  the  specialized  sections  of  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School,  as  follows! 

Attack!  3 foreign  officers  and  32  Flying 
Cadets. 

Bombardment!  10  Flying  Cadets. 

Obser-wation!  2 Regular  officers,  2 foreign 
officers  and  16  Flying  Cadets. 

Pursuit!  1 foreign  officer,  35  Flying  Cadets. 

Actual  flying  training  for  the  new  cla^s  at 
the  Advanced  Flying  School  was  scheduled  to 
begin  on  March  1st. 

oOo 

MARCH  FIELD  PILOTS  ON  EXTENDED  NAVIGATION  FLIGE', 

Major  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Post  Adjutant,  March 
Field,  Calif. , recently  returned  to  his  home 
station  following  an  extended  x-country  flight 
with  tiajor  Earl  S.  Hoag,  1st  Wing,  as  co-pilot, 
in  a C-33  Transport,  for  the  purpose  of  ferry- 
ing twelve  enlisted  men  from  Iviarch  Field  to 
Fort  Monmouth,  N.J.  , for  training  at  the  Aiity 
Signal  School. 

On  the  return  flight,  the  two  March  Field  of- 
ficers landed  at  Ivlaxwell  Field,  Ala.  , ivhere 
they  received  telegraphic  permission  from  ExU-ga- 
dier  Delos  C.  Enmons,  of  the  1st  Wing,  GHQ 
Force,  to  proceed  with  members  of  the  Air  Corps 
Board  to  Barksdale  Field,  La. , to  witness  an 
Air  Corps  tactical  demonstration  in  which  B-18 
airplanes  from  March  Field  participated. 

oOo— 

Contribution  of  material  to  the  News  Let-bei 
from  France  and  Albrook  Fields,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  News  from 
the  "Zone”  is  always  of  interest. 
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SOME  PACTS  OSr  the  AIR  CORPS  TRAIHIHG  CENTER 


The  address  delivered  by  Colonel  Wm.  B. j one  for  the  reason  that  the  fields  con- 
Tuttle,  Engineer  Reserve,  U.S.  Array,  dirr-l  templated  T;ere  too  close  together  and 


ing  the  exercises  incident  to  the  gradin- 
tion  of  the  students  of  the  Advanced  Ply- 
ing School,  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  on  Febru- 
ary 16,  1938,  is  Quoted  below,  as  follows: 

"Colonel  Krogstad,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
and  graduates; 

"I  am  going  to  talk  particularly  to 
the  graduates  and  tell  them  something 


that  the  congestion  in  the  air  which 
would  result  ?/ould  bring  about  an  unne- 
cessarily large  number  of  accidents.  In- 
stead, these  officers  recommended  the 
procurement  of  at  least  one  other  flying 
field  some  distance  from  Kelly  Pield. 

"Accordingly,  the  two  additional  sites 
near  South  San  Antonio  were  given  up, 
about  the  history  of  the  Air  Corps  Train-j  and  again  representatives  of  the  Chamber 
in^  Center.  The  facilities  for  training  j of  Commerce,"  acting  for  the  United 
which  the  graduates  of  today  have  had  the  States  Government,  were  given  the  task 


advantage  cf  did  not  just  happen  by 
chance.  They  are  the  result  of  careful 
study  and  planning  by  officers  of  the 
Regular  Army,  supplemented  by  financial 
support  and  many  months  of  endeavor  by 
the  citizens  of  San  Antonio,  and  by  the 
earnest  support  of  a few  far-seeing  mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

"The  history  of  the  military  flying 
fields  in  and  around  San  Antonio  be^an 
with  the  construction  of  one  small  frame 
hangar  in  the  area  now  occupied  by  the 
Snd  Division  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  and  no 
development  of  any  conseouence  was  made 
until  the  beginning  of  the  World  War, 

"After  the  beginning  of  the  World  7^ar, 
the  land  now  occupied" by  Duncan  Field 
was  taken  ■’onder  option  by  a committee 


of  securing  another  field.  It  v/as  stip- 
ulated that  this  field  must  be  fairly 
close  to  San  Antonio,  on  a good  highway, 
Y/ith  railroad  facilities,  electric  ser- 
vice, and  a good  water  supply;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  area,  which  later  became 
known  ag  Brooks  Pield,  was  secured.  Tem- 
porary wooden  quarters,  buildings,  and 
hangars  were,  built  up  on  both  Kelly 
Field  and  Brooks  Pield,  and  what  is  now 
knovm  as  Kelly  Pield  ms  separated  from 
Duncan .Field,  where  the  warehouses  were 
established. 

"Conditions  then  remained  practically 
unchanged  until  in  1926,  when  Colonel 
C.C.  Culver,  Commanding  Officer  of  Kelly 
Field,  a.nd  Major  Ralph  Royce,  Commanding 
Officer  of  Brooks  Pield,  acting  under 


from  the  San  Antonio  Chamber  of  Commerce, | Major  General  Mason  M.  Patrick,  then 


acting  for  the  government,  and  later  the 
land  now  occupied  by  Kelly  Field  was  add- 
ed, the  whole"  area  then  being  knovu  as 
Kelly  Pield. 


Chief  of  the  Air  Corp'S,  recommended  addi- 
tional facilities,  and  a bill  ms  intro- 
duced by  Congressman  Frank  W.  James,  pro- 
posing the  expenditure  of  $1,856,000  for 


Kelly  Pield  was  at  first  mainly  a con-: the  construction  of  a new  primary  flying 

centration  canp  for  personnel.  There  ^ .i....  rr -....j. 

were  very  poor  facilities  for  housing 
and  the  place  was  crowded  vdth  recruits, 
and  with  officers  with  little  or  no  ex- 
perience. As  many  as  40,000  men  v/ere 
said  to  have  been  in  camp  at  the  maximum. 

A few  experienced  Regular  Army  officers, 
assisted  by  the  temporary  officers  as- 
signed to  the  canro,  gradually  v/orked 
system  and  discipline  into  the  organiza- 
tion, and  the  development  of  a real 
field  began. 

"The  plans  at  this  time  contemplated 
an  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  including 
the  construction  of  two  additional  fields  jAffairs  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Corn- 


field. This  bill  passed  tne  House,  but 
was  eliminated  before  a Senate  Committee 
because  of  the  opposition  of  certain 
Senators  viho  took  the  position  that  no 
appropriation  for  such  construction 
should  be  made  unless  the  government  had 
land  available  on  which  to  build. 

"Brigadier  General  Frank  P.  Lahm  took 
command  at  Kelly  Field  on  September  1, 
11926,  and  organized  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
I ing  Center,  uniting  Kelly  Field  and 
i Brooks  Field  under  one  command.  Very 
! soon  thereafter  he  advised  the  Chairman 
and  the  Vice  Chairma,n  of  the  Military 


in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly  Pield,  one  of 
them  to  the  southwest  of  San  Antonio  and 
the  other  south  of  South  San  Antonio ;and 
representatives  of  the  San  Antonio  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  again  undertook  the  duty 
of  obtaining  the  necessary  options  for 
the  United  States  Government. 

"The  necessary  options  had  practically 
all  been  obtained  when  a commission  of 
foreign^ off icers  who  were  familiar  W'ith 
the  flying  training  in  Europe  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion and  recommendation.  These  officers 
upon  being  advised  as  to  the  plans  for 
the _ three -unit  training  center  in  the 
vicinity  of  South  San  Antonio  iiaraediate- 
ly  stated  that  the  plan  was  not  a good 
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'merce  that  a large  primary  flying  field 
1 would  be  located  somewhere  in  the  United 
! States,  and  that  if  it  was  to  be  located 
jin  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio  it  Y/ould 
[be  necessary  for  the  citizens  to  provide 
I approxiraatelj’’  2,000  acres  of  land  for 
j this  purpose, 

! "A  little  later,  Brigadier  General 
j James  E.  Pechet,  then  Assistant  Chief  of 
; the  Air  Corps,  stated  that  the  Army  re- 
jgarded  the  vicinity  cf  San  Antonio  as 
the  most  favorable  location  for  the  new 
primary  flying  field,  but  that  while 
Congress  was  apparently  willing  to  ap- 
jpropriate  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
j construction  of  such  a field  no  appropri- 
ation for  the  purchase  of  land  could  be 
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"In  April,  1987,'  a board  of  officers  ■ 
from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  was 
appointed  to  locate  a desirable  site  for 
a nev/.  primary  flying  field  in  this  vi- 
cinity; and  on  May  1,  1927,  an  engineer 
representing  the  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee of’  the  Chamber,  of  Commerce  was 
also  placed  on  this  work, 

"In  May,  1927,  following  a dinner 
given  by. the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  a 
large  number  of  visiting  military  author- 
'itiee,  there  was, a meeting,  at  the' Plaza 
Hotel  at  which  there  were  present  Hon. 
Trubee  De.vi8on,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War;  Major  General  Mason  M.  Patrick, 

Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  Brigadier  General 
Pranlc  P.  Lahm;  Senator  Morris  Sheppard; 
Congreesman  Harry  M.  Wurzbach,  represen- 
tative from  this  district;  R.V/.  Morrison, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Colonel  W.B,  Tuttle,  Chairman  of  the 
Military  Affairs  'Committee  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce;  and  L.B.  Clegg,  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Affairs  Commit- 
tee of  the  Chamber  of  Goromerce.  At  this 
meeting  it  was-  stated  that  while  the 
government  would  like,  on  account  of 
military  and  climatic  reasons,  to  have 
the  new  primary  training  field  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  locate  the  field  in 
this  vicinity  unless  a sui table  tract  of 
land  was  made  available  without  cost  to 
the  government.  . 

"Pollowing  this  meeting,  the  search 
for  a suitable  tract  of  land  continued. 

It  was  required  that  approximately  2,000 
acres  be  secured  at  a dista.nce  of  be- 
tween 5 and  10  miles  from  the  outer  city 
limits  of  San  Antonio,  and  that  this 
land  should  be  on  or  near  a railroad; 
that  it  should  be  on  or  near  at  least 
one  good  highway,  and  that  it  should  be 
possible  to  secure  water,  electric  light 
power,  gas,  and  transportation  facil- 
ities without  undue  cost." 

"More  than  20  possible  sites  were  sug- 
gested, and  each  of  these  sites  T/as  in- 
spected, first  by  an  engineer  acting  for 
the  Military  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  then  by  officers 
from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 

"The  Military  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
Chamber  of, Commerce  was  advised  that  the 
Air  Corps  had  selected  several  possible 
sites  for  the  proposed  flying  field;  and 
that  the  first  choice  of  the  Air  Corps 
was  a tract  known  as  ’Calf  Hill,’  about 
five  miles  east  of  the  city  limits  of 
San  Antonio;  and  the  second  choice,  a 
tract  of  land  near  Blmendorf,  about  ten 
milsB  southep.st  of  the  city  limits  of 
San  Antonio, 

"In  the  latter  part  of  October,  1927, 
■General  Lahm  stated  that  an  area  more 
suitable  than  the  ’Calf  Hill’  tract  had 
been  located  by  the  Air  Corps  officers 
near ^ the  town  of  Schertz,  The  Military 
Affairs  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce then  sent  an  engineer  to  look  over 
this  site,  and  E. J.  Aitgelt  and  John  B. 


Carrington  were  given  the  task  of  secur- 
^ing'the  necessary  options.  The  area  was 
mostly  very  level  and  well  developed  ag- 
ricultural land,  and  it  was  found  that 
most  of  the  owners  of  the  24  farms  in- 
volved would  not  sell  except  at  very 
high  figures,  and  many  of  them  at  first 
refused  to  sell  at  all.  The  Committee 
was  informed  that  Congressman  James 
would  require  definite  assurance  by 
December  31,  1927,  that  the  site  near 
Schertz  would  be  available,  and  great  ef- 
fort was  necessary  to  obtain  the  necessa- 
ry options  in  the  required  time.  Mr. 
Aitgelt  and  Mr.  Carrington  v/ere  greatly 
assisted  in  this  work  by  Pranz  C..  Groos, 
W'ho  was  made  custodian  of  the  funds  with 
which  the  options  were  obtained,  and  by 
other  citizens  of  San  Antonio. 

"In  order  to  provide  funds  for  the  tak- 
ing of  the  necessary  options  and  provide 
for  expenses  incident  to  the  acquiring 
of  the  land,  the  business  men  of  San 
Antonio  formed  a corporation  under  the 
name  of  the  San  Antonio  Airport  Company, 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  Porter  A. 
Whaley,  Manager  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. A total  of  182  firms  and  individ- 
uals subscribed  to  the  stock  of  this  cor- 
poration, and  a total  of  $50,000  was 
paid  in.  This  corporation  was  not  oper- 
ated for  profit,  and  the  proceeds  sub- 
scribed finally  became  practically  dona- 
tions, 

"It  was  evident  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  raise  upwards  of  one-half 
million  dollars,  which  would  be  required 
to  con^lete  the  pui-chase,  in  time  to 
meet  tne  demand  of  Congressman  James 
that  assurance  be  given  by  December  31, 
1927,  that  the  land  on  the  Cibolo  near 
Schertz  would  be  made,  available.  Judge 
R.L,  Ball  headed  a committee  to  investi- 
gate the  possibility  Qf  the  city  as- 
sisting in  the  financing;  and  the  Mayor 
of  San  Auton: o , Hon.  C.M.  Chambers,  and 
the  City  Commissioners,  Hon.  Phil 
Wright,  Hon.  Ray  Lambert,  Hon.  Paul  E. 
Steffler  and  Hon.  Prank  Bushick,  met  the 
emergency  by  deciding  that  the  city 
would  borrow  sufficient  money  to  com- 
plete the  puL'chase.  On  December  19,1927, 
the  City  Commission  passed  an  ordinance 
authorizing  such  action.  A party  from 
the  City  Engineer's  office,  headed  by 
Thomas  H.  Coghill,  was  sent  out-  ■fco  make 
a survey  of  the  property.  The  County 
Judge  and  the  County  Commissioners 
agreed  to  close  a road  which  led  across 
the_ tract  desired  by  the  Air  Corps,  and 
assisted  in  other  v/ays. 

"In  the  interim  between  the  purchase 
of  the  land  from  its  original  owoiers  and 
its  purchase  by  the  city  and  acceptance 
by  the  United  States,  there  was  a time 
when  a group  of  citizens  cf  San  Antonio 
stood  individually  responsible  for  the 
entire  amount  of  $546,000.  These  indi- 
viduals were  L.B,  Clegg,  L.J.  Hart,  E.J. 
Aitgelt  and  R. J.  Boyle. 

On  August  2i,  1928,,  the  San  Antonio 
Airport  Company  was  advised  by  a letter 
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from  Captain  Dorris  A.  Hanes  ©f  the  Quar-J  To  Barksdale  Field,  La. ; Richard 
termaster  Corps  that  the  title  to  the 


land  donated  to  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment as  a flying  field  had  been  approved 
by  the  Attorney  General;  and  that  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War  had  accepted 
this  gift  on  August  18,  1928;  and  that 
the  fee  simple  title  to  the  entire  area 
was  then  vested  in  the  United  States.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  Quartermaster 
General  desired  that  an  expression  of 
appreciation  he  made  for  this  generous 
donation. 

"The  land  for  Randolph  Pield  now  hav- 
ing been  provided,  Congressman  James  and 


Dow3y~^aTIaway7~EaIpE'~SIieTdon  Garman, 
Harold  Eugene  Kofahl,  Fnitmel  Tompkiue 
Rison.  , . . 

To  Langley  Field,  Va.  ,!  Richard  Austin 
Amus7~Wne‘iT'E^iooT'5everly,'  ¥/illiam 
Coombs  Clark,  Don  Ooupland,  George  Benja- 
min Greene,  Jr,,  Prank  Glaveloux  Parker, 
Jr.  , Dale  Leroy  Anderson,-  Marvin  Stoll 
Zipp.  • , 

To  Selfridge  Pield,  Mich.- ; Hal  Gurrage 
ArmiTrong7~JrTT~5wMr^roveF“A  tkln  so  n , 

Dale  Donald  Brannon,  James  Breathitt, 3d, 
Red  Alexander  Cowles,  William^  John 
Peallock,  II,  MacDonald  Herbert  Hays, 


ongressmaii  Worzbach  successfully  contin^  jjjarnest  Kearby,  Woodro?/  Wilson 


ued  their  efforts  to  secure  the  necessa- 
ry appropriations  to  carry  on  construc- 
tion work,  and  Senator  Sheppard  and 
Senator  Connally  also  lent  their  assist- 
ance; and  the  Quartermaster  Corps  and 
the  Air  Corps  used  every  effort  to  expe- 
dite the  detailed  plans  for  the  construe-! 
tion  of  Randolph  Eield.  Tho  actual  j 

amount  of  land  taken  over  by  the  govern-  | 
ment  for  Randolph  Eield  was  2,368  acres.  I 

"The  development  of  Randolph  Field, 
which  began  on  October  11,  1928,  under  : 
Captain  A.W.  Parker,  Constructing  Quar-  | 
termaster,  was  rapidly  pushed  forward;  | 
and  that  institution  stands  for  itself  ! 
today,  a thing  of  beauty  and  of  great 
practical  worth. 

"Duncan  Field,  with  its  shops,  has 
been  rejuvenated,  and  the  move  to  re- 
build Kelly  Field  is  on  the  way. 

"A  bill  sponsored  by  Mr.  Maverick  is 
now  before  Congress  which  will  provide 
means  for  closing  the  old  Laredo  road 
which  now  runs  through  Kelly  Field,  and 
which  is  hazardous  both  to  flying  and 
to  travelers, 

"San  Antonio  and  its  citizens  are 
proud  of  the  Air  Training  Center  which 
they  have  helped  to  create;  and  proud  of 
you,  the  graduates  of  the  Training  Cen- 


Korges,  George  Mabin  MaclTicol,  Hamilton 
McClure,  Magnus  Buddy  Marks,  Kenneth  Ray 
Martin,  Theodore  Stanley  Proxmire,  Jr., 
Ralph  Llewelyn  Pusey,  Clinton  Curtis 
Yfesem,  James  Richard  Watt,  Melvin  Francis 
McNickle, 

To  Fort  Knox,  Ky. ; Richard  Dellinger 

I To  Brooks  Field,  Texas ; Donald.  James 
j Frencn. 

I 'lo  For t Benning , Ga.  ; James  Warren 
i Hasl^’fr7~PauT~WariTeT3r‘Tibbets,  Jr. 

! To  Moffett  Field.  Calif. ; Robert 
I Nor^oTT'Miupunr”’"'^ 

I ^ Fort  Bragg,  N. C. ; lathan  Hoover 
I Ranclcl~~“ 

I To  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.;  Jesse  Alton 
I Tobler. 

1 To  Fort  Sill,  Qkla, ; Martin  Eugene 
! ¥a,n5miEeFr  ” 

i To  Fort  Riley,  Kansas;  Harold  Micheal 
! KeeTTF7~Hub8rTdolnr“Konopacki , Robert 
[Albert  Kummrow,  Wayne  Kimball  Richardson, 
j Eugene  Carl  ?/oltz. 

™o0o— 

DFC  AWARDED  LIEUT.  ELLIS 

At  a formal  review  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  at  9;00  a.m, , February  l2th,  the 


ter.  For  them  I extend  to  you  graduates  i Distinguished  Flying  Cross  was  awarded 


our  congratulations  for  the  work  you 
have  done  in  attaining  this  well  merited 
degree,  and  appreciation  for  your  patri- 
otism and  your  effort  in  performing  this 
work. " 

oOo— - 


to  2nd  Lieut.  D’Ross  Ellis, Air  Reserve. 
The  revie?/  included  Air  Corps  officers, 
student  officers, flying  cadets,  and  all 
enlisted  men  stationed  at  the  field. 

The  presentation  was  made  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Herbert  J.  Brees,  Commanding  Gener- 
al of  the  8th  Corps  Area. 

Lieut.  Ellis  was  awarded  the  medal  for 
I heroism  in  landing  a damaged  plane  after 
Unaer  Special^ Orders  of  the  War  Depart-i  the  pilot,  Lieut.  Robert  S.  Fisher,  had 
recently ^issued,  tne  Flying  Cadets  I fallen  to  his  death.  The  accident  oc- 


TRAIHIHG  CEHTER  GRADS  ASSIGNED  TO  FIELDS 
Un 

ment  _ _ „ „ - - 

who  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanc- 
ed^^Flying  School  on  February  16,  1938, 
and  who  were  commissioned  second  lieuten- 
ants in  the  Air  Reserve,  are  directed  to 
proceed  on  or  about  March  4,  1938,  to 
the  Air  Corps  stations  indicated,  viz: 

To  March  Field,  Calif. ; J.C.  Bailey, 

JoEn'~^Tixrtoir’Bowen7T'Sie¥  Valentine 
Edmimdson,  Robert  Gabel  Emens,  Adam 
Joseph  Heintz,  Clarence  Edward  McPherson, 

Joseph  Coe  Marcy,  Robert  Julian  Mason, 

Elliott  Thomas  Pardee,  Allen  Dale  Reedy,  

Claude  C.  Sturgee,  Jr,,  Ray  David  Taylor,  prepared  by  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divi- 
Graham  Warren  West,  I sion  in  the  near  future. 

-16- 


curred  diu'ing  a flight  from  Hensley 
Field,  D.allas,  Texas,  to  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla, I on  April  24,  1937, 

— oOo— 

Tests  to  determine  the  requirements 
for  tugs  Ox'  tractors  suitable  for  towing 
large  airplanes  were  recently  conducted 
at  Langley  Field,  7a,  Five  manufactur- 
ers submitted  a tcoal  of  nine  different 
vehicles,  both  wheeled  and  track  laying. 
Specifications  for  the  equipment  will  be 


CTILL  IJDHE  5?rUDENrS  K)E  THE  THAINING  CENTER 


On  page  8 of  this  issue  cf  the  News  Letter  it 
is  stated  that  the  March,  1938,  class  at  the 
Air  Corps  Priiuary  Flying  School,  Eandolph  Field, 
Texas,  totals  189  students  (161  candidates  from 
civil  life  and  28  enlisted  men  of  the  Hegular 
Army) . 

In  the  words  of  a vrell  known  motion  picture 
detective  of  Oriental  ancestry,  we  imst  add 
"Correction,  please,"  for  since  this  page  was 
written  a few  days  ago  66'  additional  candidates 
have  qtialifiad  for  a Flying  Cadet  appointment, 
so  that  as  this  is  "being  written  the  score 
stands  at  256  (225  candidates  from  civil  life- 
and  30  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Ariry)  . The 
66  additional  qualified  candidates,  soon  to 
begin  flying  training  at  Randolph  Field,  are 
enumerated  below,  as  followss 

Civilian  Candidates 


Chaffin,  Harold  N. 

Williams,  Robert  Bennett 
Altican,  Frederic  Cans 
Terry,  David  D. , Jr. 
Fletcher,  Thomas,  Jr. 
Breckinridge,  John  P. 
Holsteen,  Theodore  Fredericlc 
Berry,  James  D. 

Breindel,  George  Joseph 
Norrod,  Albert  Burice,  Jr* 
Pallister,  Francis  J. 

Allen,  Frank 
Cellini,  Oliver  G. 

Morse,  Harold  Henry 
Neely,  Clarence  Arthur 
Barthelmsss,  Karl  Theodore 
Wiltjer,  Clarence  Peter 
Peffer,  David  McNair 
Beightol,  Willis  2. 

Humfeld,  Harold  E. 

Lombardo,  liichael 
Barnett,  Jamas  Alex 
Sass,  Edward  John,  Jr. 
Conpton,  Keith  Karl 
fencer,  Truman  Augustus, Jr. 
Woyke,  ItJax  Eric 
"Fan  der  2ee,  John  N. 

Spurgeon,  Raymond.  Robert 
IfcNeal , Thomas  Carl 
Narecki , Frank  H. 

Newman,  Neil  A. 

Grambo,  Fredex’ick  C. 

Rowland,  Robert  Richard 
Pasjanon,  iVrthur  Walter 
Jackscn,  J.  Garrett 
Kennedy,  James  Young 
Schwab,  James  Russell 
Basel er,  Robert  Lee 
Oeltman,  John  T. 

Worley,  Earl  W. 

Harmel,  John  C, 

Snelser,  Harold  Caldwell 
Locke,  Cecil  James,  Jr. 
Pulliam,  Harney  Lee  Van 
Eavey,  Charles  Hubert 
Buggies,  Charles  Edvjard 
Faulkner , Cecil  L . 

Hubbard,  William  Edward 
Henry,  John  Bailey,  Jr. 
Banks,  Wilson  H. 

Collins,  Charles  Monroe 


Sayre,  Okla. 
Tonkewa,  Okla. 

Ai'dmore,  Pa. 
Chari  e VO i.  Pa. 
Littlestown,  Pa. 

Lemmon,  S.D. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
Austin,  Texas 
Austin,  Texas 
Austin,  Texas 
Austin,  Texas 
Bellevue,  Texas 
College  Station,  Texas 
Charlotte,  Texas 
Dallas,  Texas 
Dallas,  Texas 


Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Scott,  Ark. 
State  College,  Ark. 
Hollywood , Cal if . 
Washingt  on , D . C . 
Wash-ington , D.  C . 
Washington,  D. C. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Dixon,  111. 
Urbana,  111. 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 
Webster  City,  Io7;a 
■Wichita,  Kans. 
College  Park,  Md. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
St.  Joseph,  l/fo. 
Roswell,  N.  M. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Berea,  Ohio 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cl evel and , Ohio 
Cleveland.,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 
Lodi,  Ohio 
Warren,  Ohio 
Alt us , Okla. 


Jackson,  Urban  Blake 
Easley',  Samaol  James 
Jenkins,  Jack  Simmons 
Dunn,  Frank  Lov/ry 
Girable,  Siidney  B.  , Jr. 
Krough,  Louis  Henry, Jr. 

Ezzell , Ben  Q. 

Tinker,  Clarence  L. , Jr. 
Nfoore,  Presley  IVilliam 
Gustafson,  Ray  William 
Lyons,  Ro'bert  William 
Wood,  Curtis  Edward 
Udelhofen,  Cl:arles 

Enlisted  Men 

Wright.  Adolph  M. 

12  th  Obs. 


Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Lubbock,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
San  Benito,  Texas 
Arlington,  Va. 

Staunton,  Va. 
Seattle,  ’’Wash. 
Tacoma,  Wash. 
Huntington,  W. Va. 
Cassville,  Wis. 


Ky. 


Louisville, 

5quad.ron,  Goodman  Field,  Ky. 
V/awTxakiowicz,  Waldertar  A.  Chicago,  111. 

Medical  Dept.,  Station  Hospital , Selfridge 
Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 


A revision  is  in  order  in  «onnection  with  the 
figures  given  in  the  pre-'/ious  article  regarding 
State  representation  of  native  sons  in  the  new 
class.  Texas  has  forged  far  ahead  of  all  other 
States  with  her  delegation  cf  38  students,  a 
record  number,  fallowed  by  West  Virginia  with 
22;  Illinois,  21;  Ohio,  16;  California,  15;  New 
York,  13  and  Ivlichigan,  10. 

As  to  the  various  cities  represented  in  the 
class,  Chicago,  the  leader,  increased  her  dele- 
gation to  11  students,  followed  by  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  Washington,  D.C.  , with  six  each; 
Austin,  Te:':as,  v/ith  five;  San  Antonio  and 
Lubbock,  Texas;  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Detroit, 
liich.  , ^vith  four  each;  and  Dallas,  Texas; 
Boston,  Mass. ; Atlanta,  Ga.  ; Tucson,  Arizona; 
Little  Rock,  Ark. , and  Seattle,  Wash. , with 
three  each. 

Since  the  dead  line  for  the  accentance  of 
students  for  the  March  class  VTas  set  for  March 
9th,  it  v.'ould  seem  that  the  roster  is  due  for 
another  revision  when  the  gong  finally  sound.s 
for  full  speed  ahead. 

oOo 

BOMBING  DETiONUTRATION  BY  96TH  SQUADRON 


The  96th  Bombardment  Souadron  of  Langley  Field, 
Va. , performed  a demonstration  mission  on  Feb- 
ruary 5th  for  the  students  of  the  Air  Corps 
Tactica,!  School  on  the  bombing  range  at  Barks- 
dale Field,  La. 

Three  B-17  Bombardment  planes  from  this 
Squadron  and  one  attached  from  the  20th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  performed  this  bombing  mis- 
sion - demonstrating  a method  of  attack  on  an 
outlined  teir.get,  using  various  types  of  bombs 
and  fuzes. 

The  waather  on  the  day  of  the  deroqnstration 
was  unusually  poor,  necessitating  the  dropping 
of  these  demolition  bombs  at  a minimum  altitude 
of  3,500  feet.  The  bombers  and  pilots, however, 
put  on  an  excellent  deironstration  cf  "crashing 
thru"  with  axi  exhibition  cf  hitting  the 
"bixLl  ’ s-eye"  at  an  altitude  from  which  the 
pilots  of  this  Squadron  had  never  before  droppec 
demolition  bombs.  Several  low  order  detonation.' 
vdth  the  large  bombs  did  not  give  the  students 
the  necessary  blast  data  required,  but  the 
critical  eye  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
authorities  pronounced  the  demonstration  a suc- 
cess even  under  the  poor  weather  conditions. 
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The  Argentine  Flight 
( Coutiimed  from  i^age  S)  , 

looked  too  inauspicious.  Turning  left 
at  Santiago,  they  clirahed  to  an  altitude 
of  21,000  feet  for  safe  passage  over  the 
legendary  treachery  of  the  Andes.  One_ 
comfort  the  flyers  enjoyed  as  they  cruis- 
ed over  those  jagg®d  peaks  was  tne_ radio 
communication  they  were  ahle  to  maintain 
with  their  flight  leader,  Colonel  Olds. 

Contact  with  Lima  and  thus  with  the 
friends  at  liome  was  lost  as  the  Colonel’s 
plane  dropped  down  the  continental  slope 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Andes.  The 
radio  could  not  penetrate  those  mountains 
and  contact  with  the  world  was  not  rees- 
tablished until  relays  through  Buenos 
Aires  were  arranged. 

Assembling  again  near  the  Argentine 
capital,  Colonel  Olds  landed  his  plane  at 
the  Buenos  Aires  airport,  slightly  more 
than  12  hours  after  lie  left  Lima.  Again 
Colonel  Olds  addressed  the  anxious  pub- 
lic back  home  and  again  the  faces  at 
Langley  Field  w^ere  wreathed  in  smiles  as 
Colonel  Olds  praised  the  skill  and  forti- 
tude of  his  officers  and  men.  The  planes 
he  commanded  were  the  largest  and  heavi- 
est which  have  ever  crossed  the  Andes. 
They  were  welcomed  by  United  States  Am- 
bassador Weddell  and  high  dignitaries  of 
the  Argentine  Republic. 

?/here  was  Major  Meloy  during  all  this 
flying?  After  all  night  work  on  the  de- 
fective propeller,  the  famous  Border  Rat 
soared  out  of  Lima  at  6:20  a.m. , seven 
hours  and  15  minutes  after  the  departure 
of  his  companions. 

For  two,-  three,-  four  hours  he  held 
straight  to  the  course  recently  taken  by 
his  companions,  and  then  for  four  more 
hours  there  was  no  message.  V^hat  had 
happened  to  Meloy?  Had  he  turned  south 
to  go  into  Santiago,  or  had  he  held  his 
course,  whicn  it  was  observed,  pointed 
straight  at  his  destination,  Buenos 
Aires?  There  was  again  much  anxiety  and 
much  discussion  at  the  Langley  Field 
plotting  board.  Meloy’ s course  - if  he 
chose  to  charge  on  unsv/ervingly  for 
Buenos  Aires  - would  carry  him  over  the 
highest  and  most  rugged  peaks  of  the 
Andes,  far  from  chartered  airways  and 
civilization.  Even  the  map  in  that  area 
was  _ labeled  "Unexplored, " 

Finally,  at  2:00  p.m, , the  relay  sys- 
tem from  Buenos  Aires  began  to  function 
and  the  position  of  Meloy  was  reported  - 
straight  on  the  course  and  easi  of  the 
Andos!  Loud  were  the  cheers  that  went 
up  from  the  relieved  and  jubilant 
friends. 

In  record-breaking  time  he  neared  B 
Buenos  Aires.  But  here  he  ran  straight 
into  that  devil  of  the  Cordillera,  the 
"pontero"  or  Andean  tornado,  which  was 
blanketing  the  area  around  Buenos  Aires. 

Major  Meloy  said  it  appeared  to  be  a 
combination  of  sandstorm  and  an  electric 
storm,  and  that  the  turbulence  of  the 
air  approached  cyclonic  violence.  Turn- 


ing his  B-17  aside,  he  flew  around  the 
edge  of  the  pontero  for  an  hour  and  a gi 

half  until,  finally,  he  was  advised  by  “i 

Pan-American  that  he  could  now  get  into 
El  Palomar  Field. 

Shattering  all  records,  in  spite  of 
his  delayed  landing,  Major  Meloy  drop- 
ped his  "Flying  Fortress"  into  El  Palo-  | 
mar  Field,  Buenos  Aires,  11  hours  and 
5 minutes  after  his  Peruvian  take-off. 

On  landing  at  the  Argentine  airdrome. 

Major  Meloy  heaped  lavish  praise  on  the 
officials  of  the  Pan-American-Urace  Air-  ' 
ways  for  the.  excellent  cooperation  they 
gave  him  in  his  record  hop.  He  particu- 
(larly  commended  Mr.  Harold  H,  Harris, 
the  manager  of  Pan-American’s  South 
American  trade  at  Buenos  Aires,  and  Mr.  [ 
Kirkland,  the  Lima  mana.ger.  He  stated 
that  both  of  these  men  were  former  Array 
Air  Corps  pilots  of  long  experience. 

Nothing  v/as  too  good  for  the  Good  Will 
flyers  during  their  Argentine  stay.  En- 
listed men  were  quartered  aj.id_  rationed 
without  charge  at  the  noncommissioned 
officers’  barracks  in  Buenos  Aires.  They 
reported  that  their  money  was  useless  in 
the  Argentine  capital  as  well  as  in 
'other  cities  visited.  Officers  were 
! dined  by  the  United  States  Ambassador,  i 
! Alexander  Yh  Weddell,  and  Mrs.  Weddell. 

The  climax  of  the  6,000-mile  jaunt 
came  with  the  appearance  of  the  six  air- 
planes over  Buenos  Aires  on  Sunday  dur-  a 
mg  the  inaugural  ceremonies.  Their  mis-|| 
sion  accomplished,  the  49  men  landed  and  j 
took  part  in  the  Argentine  gala  day.  '■ 

Taking  another  day  off  to  rest  and  re- 
I cuperate  from  their  strenuous  schedule,  | 
' the  personnel  of  the  six  Bombers  prepar-  [' 
! ed  to  leave  El  Palomar  Field  Tuesday 
j morning.  Five  of  the  Bombers  made  the  ! 
take-off  at  7:10  a.m.,  but  the  sixth, 
commanded  by  Captain  Archibald  Y.  Smith, 
was  delayed  by  a minor  mishap  to  one  ; 

I wheel  which,  while  the  plane  was  being  'S 

j rolled  away  from  a gas  pit,  broke 
j through  the  thin  concrete  cover  of  the 
I pit.  Captain  Smith  finally  took  off  at  i; 
I 12: 45  p.m.  j 

The  first  five  3-17' s landed  at  Los  i 
Cerrillos  airdrome,  Santiago,  Chile,  at  ! 
12:05  p.m.,  completing  the  first  leg  of 
the  leisurely  journey  home.  Captain 
Smith  landed  at  Santiago  at  4; 45  p.m. , ; 

and  remained  overnight.  Leaving  Santi- 
ago on  Wednesday  morning  at  11:25 
o'clock,  Smith  arrived  in  Arica,  Chile,  at s 
at  5:10  p.m.  Engine  trouble  caused  him 
a night’s  delay.  He  rejoined  the  flight  ii 
Thursday  at  Lima,  Peru,  after  an  unevent- 
ful "hop"  from  Arica.  At  Santiago,  Col. 
Olds  made  a short  broadcast,  recounting 
the  progress  of  the  flight  up  to  that  | 
point. 

Reluctantly  the  flight  left  Santiago  i 
on  Wednesday  morning  at  8:00  o’clock,  * 
landing  at  Lima  at  5:05  p.m.,  after_ 
another  "uneventful"  trip.  The  residents 
of  Lima  took  advantage  of  the  return 
visit  further  to  demonstrate  the  meaning 
of  real  "southern"  hospital! tv. 
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Oh  Friday.  Febrioary  25th.,  Colonel  Olds 
^ turned  his  little  armada  toward  the 
^Panama  Canal. 

Nine  honrs  after  the  departure  from 
Lob  CorrilloB  airdrome,  the  six  B-17’s, 
this  time  flying  intact  into  their  ren- 
dezvous, landed  at  Alhrook  Field.  As  the 
planes  had  had  over  40  hours  of  flying 
time  chalked  up,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
on  Saturday  to  fly  them  to  France  Field, 
.seat  of  the  Panama  Air  Depot,  where  ex- 
tensive facilities  were  at  hand  to  ser- 
vice them  for  the  long  air  trip,  planned 
non-stop,  to  Langley  Field. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  both  of 
the  Panama  fields  were  entirely  adequate 
for  long  range  operations  of  B-lV*s. 

At  six  o'clock  Sunday  morning  on  the 
ramp  at  Prance  Field,  the  Atlantic  side 
air  base,  even  the  engines  sexg  happily 
as  the  crews  made  ready  for  the  final 
'•hop*'  to  Langley  Field  and  their  homes. 
Still  with  the  idea  of  giving  maxiimim 
training  to  allj  Colonel  Olds  directed 
the  usual  two-minute  intervals  between 
planes,  and  named  Norfolk,  Va. , as  the 
assembly  point.  '> 

Waiting  in  the  c'^ld  raw  air  of  a Vir- 
ginia Peninsula  February,  five  thousand 
soldiers  and  civilians,  including  many 
reporters  and  cameramen,  waited,  their 
eyes  scouring  the  skies  for  the  return 
or  their  friends  and  relatives. 

. Was  that  a flock  of  birds  off  there  a 
/few  miles,  flying  north  for  an  early 
spring?  No,  it  was  the  proud  flight  of 
"Plying  Fortresses"  loafing  in  from 
Panama  in  another  record-establishing 
flight.  Ten  hours  and  45  minutes  between 
the  Array’s  largest  continental  air  base 
and  its  vitally  important  air  base  at 
Prance  Field  in  Panama! 

Bronzed  and  happy,  they  crawled  out  of 
the.B-lV’s,  to  be  greeted  by  Major  Gener- 
al Frank  M.  Andrews,  Commanding  General 
of  the  General  Headquarters  Air  Force, 
with  a sheaf  of  telegrams  and  radio  mes- 
sages in  his  hands;  He  read,  to  the  as- 
sembled pilots  and  mechanics  the  personal 
I greetings  of  the  Honorable  Harry  H. 

I Woodring,  Secretary. of  War,  and  General 
i Malin  Craig,  Army  Chief  of  Staff.  To 
I these  messages  of  praise,  he  added  his 
1 own  congratulations  and  commendations. 

In  the  Senate,  Senator  Robert  . 
McReynolds,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Senator  Millard  Tydings,  of  Maryland, 

I lauded  these  men  and  their  leader-,  Col. 
Olds,  and  suggested  Distinguished  Flying 
Crosses  go  to  the  49  airmen. 

Crosses  and  honors  are  fine  business, 
of  course,  but  this  writer  believes  that 
the  greatest  reward  of  these  men  is  the 
knowledge  that  they  have  completed  what 
the  Senators  described  as  the  Greatest 
Plight  in  History. 


1 telegram  to  the  Commanding  General  of 
I the  GHQ  Air  Force  at  that  station; 
j "Have  just  learned  of  the  landing  of 
I the  B-17  flit^t  from  Panama  after  a re- 
I cord  performance  stop  My  congratula- 
I tions  to  the  General  Headquarters  Air 
j Force  for  this  successful  demonstration 
of  the  efficiency  of  its  organization 
and  the  high  state  of  training  and  skill 
of  its  personnel  stop  The  whole  Air 
! Corps  owes  a debt  of  gratitude  to  your 
men  for  this  striking  demonstration  of 
the  speed  and  mobility  of  air  power  stop 
It  will  have  a wholesome  effect  through- 
out the  Corps  stop  Please  convey  the  fol- 
lowing message  to  Colonel  Olds,  command- 
er of  the  flight  quote  The  whole  Air 
Corps  has  watched  the  progress  of  your 
flight  from  beginning  to  end  with  the 
keenest  interest  stop  It  now  congratu- 
lates you  and  your  personnel  for  a truly 
magnificent  performance  stop  You  and 
your  men  have  performed  a difficult, tir- 
ing and  trying  task  in  an  efficient  and 
modest  way  stop  You  deserve  fully  v;hat 
you  now  have  comma  the  admiration  and 
gratitude  of  the  wiaole  Corps," 

oOo 

CODS  INSTRUCTION  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 

The  Acadei®.c  Department  of  the  Primary 
Flying  School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  ad- 
I vanced  a step  in  the  method  of  code  in- 
I struction.  Daring  the. past  two  months, 

I six  Boehms  Automatic  Code  Transmitters 
were  installed  under  the  direction  of 
Lieut.  Joel  .S,  Mallory  and  Staff  Sergeant 
North  B.  Bar dell.  This  ingenious  system 
of  transmitters  is  capable  of  sending 
six  different  code  speeds  in  three  class- 
rooms at  the  same  time.  The  speed  of 
transmission  varies  from  six  to  seventy- 
five  words  per  minute.  The  present  in- 
stallation accoramodates  352  students. 

The  advantages  of  this  nev/  apparatus 
are  chiefly  the  reduction  of  instructors 
necessary  to  accommodate  large  classes, 
and  the  elimination  of  the  human  element 
in  transmission.  Under  the  present  sys- 
tem, three  instructors,  an  operator  and 
two  assistants  are  doing  the  work  that 
formerly  req'o.ired  nine  instructors.  No 
two  code  operators  transmit  alike.  Any 
change  of  instructors,  particularly  at 
speeds  greater  than  eight  words  per  min- 
ute, causes  a temporary  retard  in  the 
progress  of  the  student.  With  the  pres- 
ent installation,  this  factor  is  greatly 
eliminated. 

— oOo- 


Immediately  upon  being  apprised  of  the 
return  of  the  Pan-American  Good-Will 
Flight  to  Langley  Field,  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps  dispatched  the  following 


Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, recently  issued.  Colonel  Frank' D. 
Lackland,  Air  Corps,  is  relieved  from  as- 
signment and  duty  at  Ti/right  Field,  Ohio, 
and  assigned  to  duty  as  Commandant  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas.  At  Wright  Field  Col. 
Lackland  occupied  the  position  of  Chief 
of  the  Field  Service  Section, 
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THE  SINGLE  SHEAR  WEB  WING 

By  the  Materiel  Division  Correspondent 

The  single  shear  weh  ?;ing  is  one  T/hich 
possesses  a single-spar  which  takes  the  j 
Lending  and  shear  loads  formerly  taken  i 
hy  two  or  more  spars  in  the  old  tj^e  of  | 
construction.  The  single  shear  wing  em-  j 
ploys  the  leading  edge  as  a,  oox  for  ah-  j 
sorbing  the  torsion  loads.  The  Materiel  ! 
Division,  Wright  Eield,  has  static  test-  i 
ed  two  wings  of  this  type,  one  construct- 
ed of  duralumin  and  one  of  stainless 
steel.  Although  the  weights  and  planforra 
are  the  same,  the  stainless  steel  wing 
appeared  to  be  stronger  and  to  possess 
greater  torsional  stiffness  than  the  dur- 
alumin. After  the  minor  repairs  custo-  j 
marily  ma.de  during  static  testing,  the 
steel  wing  satisfactorily  supported  the  ! 
design  loads  required.  | 

The  duralumin  wing  failed  under  static  ' 
test,  the  failure  occurring  below  design  j 
load  requirements.  It  is  now  being  re- 
paired and  reinforced  by  the  contractor, 
and  7/ill  be  re-tested  7/hen  returned  to 
the  Materiel  Division.  Reinforcements  | 
will  add  somewhat'  to  the  original  7/eight,  j 
which  will  place  it  at  a weight  disa.d-  . , 
vantage  when  compeared  with  the  stainless 
steel  7/ing. 

_An  additional  advantage  of  the  steel 
wing  is  that  it  may  be  spot  welded,  giv- 
ing a smooth  surface  and  obviating  the 
need  of  rivets.  Although  not  yet  in 
practice,  fuel  ta,nks  could  be  construct- 
ed integrally  with  the  stainless  steel 
wing,  permitting  almost  unlimited  fuel 
capacity. 

Although  still  in  the  experimental 
stage  of  development,  a considerable 
amount  of _ research  work  is  being  done  on 
spot  welding  of  aluminum  alloys.  Com- 
plete dependence  for  carrying  large  loads 
IS  not  at  present  being  placed  on  spot 
welding  of  this  material.  Hov/ever,  it 
is  being  used  considerably’-  in  -the  fabri- 
cation of  non-structura,l  members, 
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THE  ARGENTINE  .FLIGHT 
(Continued  from  Page  4)  ■ 

cellent  training  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
and  they  pay  tribute  as  v/ell  to  the  7/is- 
dom  of  its_ commander  in  insisting  that 
the  integrity  of  the  comba-t  team  be  pre- 
served in  spite  of  all  difficulties. 

oOo- — 

Featuring  the  cover  page  of  this  issue 
of  the  Nev/s  Letter  is  a.  photograph  of 
Lieut. _ Colonel  Robert  Olds,  Air  Corps, 
as  he  is  about  to  enter  his  B-17  airplane 
just  prior  to  the  take-off  for  the  long 
aerial  jo-urney  to  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

This  epoch-making  flight  v/as  the  second 
one  to  the  capital  of  Argentina  in  the 
history  of  the  Air  Corps,  the  first  one 
being  made  early  in  1927,  when  the  ini- 
tial "Pan-American  Flight"  comprised  fivo 


Loening  Amphibian  airplanes,  -under  , the 
coimnand  of  Colonel  Herbert  A.  Dar^e',  M 
Air  Corps.  An  unfortunate  collision  in 
the  air,  February  26,'  1927,  resulted  in  i 

the  death  of  two  members  of  the  flight,  f 

Captain ' Clinton  F.  Woolsey  and  1st  Lieut. 
John  W.  Benton.  Tlie  eight  remaining 
members  of  this  first  "Good  Will"  i 

Flight  are,  happily,  still  actively  ! 

connected  with  the  Army  Air  Corps,  and 
they  are,  in  addition  to  Colonel  I3argue,  | 
Lieut.  Colonels  Ira  C.  Eaker  and.  Arth-ur  | 
B.  McDaniel,  Majors  Leonard  D.  Wedding-, 
ton,  Ennis  C.  Whitehead,  Charles  McK. 
Robinson  and  Muir  S.  Fairchild.  At  that, 
time  Colonel  Dargue  held  the  rank  of 
Major;  Lieut.  Colonels  Eaker  and  McDaniel  , 
the  rank  of  Captain,  and  the  remaining 
officers  the  rank  of  1st  Lieutenant. • I 

The  five  amphibian  planes  left  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  on  December  20,  1926;  j 

fol.lo7/ed  the  east  coast  of  Mexico,  cross-- j 
ed  the  Isthmus  of  Salina  Cruz  and  pro-  j 
ceeded  to  Panama  with  stops  in  Honduras  j 
and  Nicaragua.  From  Colon,  Panama,  the'  | 
flight  went  to  Colombia,  ret-urned  to  the  I 
Canal  Zone  and  flew  along  the  west. coast  : 
of  South  America  as  far  ■e.B  Valdivia,  I 

Chile,  where  it  crossed  the  Andes  and  | 
re8.ched  the  Atlantic  side  at  Bahia  . I 

Blanca,  Argentina.  Following  the  east 
coast,  the  planes  flew  to  Buenos  Aires 
and  made  a 1400 -mile  ro-imd  trip  up  the  , 
j Parana  River  to  Asuncion,  Paraguay.  Next  | 
j came  Brazil,  the  Guianas  and  Venezuela.  " 
i At  Trinidad,  the  flight  left  the  main-  i 
land  and  made  a series  of  "hops"  v/hich  I 
covered  the  Lesser  Antilles,  For to  Rico,  I 
the  Dominican  Republic,  Hai-bi  and  Cuba.  | 
_„_o0o— 

A 13-page  color-picture  story  of  March  | 
Field,  Calif. , is  soon  to  appear  in  a 1 
nationally -known  magazine.  For  several 
weeks,  Cy  LaTour,  well  kno-'/m  free  lance 
'photographer,  was  at  March  Field  wander-  ,! 
ing  around  in  search  of  unus-ual  material,  j; 
As  a result,  he  has  worked  out  a splen-  t 
I did  photographic  represen'oation  of  March  'j 
j Field,  which  parallels  the  most  desir- 
able -cype  of  information  obtainable. 


- OHie  Information  Division,  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  has.  just  re- 
ceived 500  copies  in  mimeograph  form  of 
a lecture  given  by  Mr.  Melvin  N.  Gough, 
of  the  Langley  Memorial  Aeronautical 
Laboratory,  Langley  Field,  Va. , on  "The 
Handling  Characteristics  of  Modern  Air- 
planes from  the  Pilot's  Standpoint." 

This  lecture  was  recently  given  be- 
fore members  of  the  U.S.S.  Y0RKT0L¥ 
Squadrons  VB-5  and  VB-6.  The  pamphlet 
is  -very  clearly  reproduced  and  contains 
quite  a n-umber  of  charts.  Copies  of 
this  panphlet  will  be  sent  to  those 
making  application  therefor  as  long  as 
the  supply  lasts. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Gnard, 
and  otners  connected  with  aviation. 
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19TH  WING  CONCENTIUTION  FLIGHT  TO  GUATEMALA  CITY 
By  the  Albrook  Field  Correspondent 


In  accordance  with  authority  contained 
in  War  Department  Training  Directive , the 
18th  Wing,  Air  Corps,  Panama  Canal  De- 
partment, under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  George  H.  Brett,  Air  Corps,  de- 
parted from  Albrook  Field  and  France 
Field,  Canal  Zone,  on  February  7,  193S, 
on  an  extended  navigation  and  Vfing  con- 
centration flight  to  Guatemala  City, 
Guatemala.  A total  of  80  officers'  and  70 
enlisted  men  made  this  flight  in  various 
types  of  airplanes. 

Early  on  Monday  morning,  Februeny  7th, 
the  Sikorsky  Amphibian  YlOA-8,  piloted 
by  General  Brett,  with  a cotal  of  six 
officers  and  3 enlisted  men,  took  off 
for  Guatemala  City.  On  the  same  morning, 
A-17's  and  P-13*s  departed  from  Albrook 
Field,  via  David,  Republic  of  Panama, for 
Managua,  Nicaragua,  and  remained  there 
overnight.  Flying  in  his  command  plane, 
the  Sikorsky  Amphibian,  General  Brett 
preceded  the  entire  flight  into  Guatemala 
City. 

On  Monday  night,  while  at  Managua,  the 
Attack  and  Pursuit  pilots  attended  a re- 
ception given  at  the  President's  Palace  ! 
by  General  Samoza,  President  of  Nicaragua] 
which  was  followed  by  a reception  given  j 
by  the  American  Minister  at  his  home.  j 

Early  The s day  morning,  February  8th,  i 
the  Pui'suit  and  Attack  left  Managua, 
while  B-10  Bombardment  planes  departed 
from  France  Field  on  a non-stop  flight 
to  Guatemala.  The  massed  flight  was  i 
scheduled  to  arrive  at  Escuintla,  Repub-  ! 
lie  of  Guatemala,  for  a rendezvous  with  j 
the  Sikorsky  Amphibian  and  to  proceed  I 
from  there  to  Guatemala  City,  arriving  ! 
at  10;  30  a.m.  j 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Brett,  he  ! 
was  greeted  by  the  entire  Cabinet,  dress-l 
©d  in  formal  attire;  the  Americarx  Minis-  j 
ter  and  his  staff;  the  Minister  of  Yfer,  j 
General  Jose  Reyes;  and  several  high  j 
fankin^  officers  of  the  Army  and  Nation- 
al Police.  The  Guard  of  Honor,  composed 
^.f  the  Cadets  of  the  Politecnica  School  i 
*,West  Point  of  Guatemala)  lined  the  en- 
trance of  the  Airport  Administration 
Building,  standing  at  attention  and  pre- 
senting arms.  Tlie  Brigadier  General 
salute  was  fired  by  a detachment  of  ar- 
tillery and  the  National  Anthem  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Guatemala  were  play- 
ed by  a military  band.  Simultaneously, 
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'the  national  colors  of  both  countries 
were  raised  on  parallel  flag  poles.  The 
entire  spectacle  was  very  impressive  due 
to  the  smart  and  nea.t  appearance  of  the 
Guatemelan  Cadets  and  the  colorful  dis- 
play of  various  flags,  banners,  etc. 

On  the  following  morning,  General 
Brett,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  made 
form.al  calls  on  General  Jorge  Ubico, 
President  of  Guatemala;  the  Minister  of 
War,  General  Jose  Reyes;  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relations,  Senor  Carlos 
Salazar. 

Follov/ing  these  calls,  the  senior  of- 
ficers of  the  flight  proceeded  to  Antigur 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  capital  of 
Guatemala,  by  automobile,  where  General 
Brett,  received  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Department,  v/itnessed  a review  of  two 
units  of  native  Indian  soldiers.  High 
ranking  Army  and  Civil  officials  and  the 
American  Minister  and  his  staff  accom- 
panied the  party.  Luncheon  was  served 
at  the  Ancient  Hostelry,  where  music  was 
furnished  by  a military  band  and  a native 
Marimba  orchestra. 

On  the  evening  of  this  same  day,  the 
American  Minister  entertained-  the  offi- 
cers ar:d  numerous  high  ranking  Guate- 
malans, both  military,  diplomatic  and 
civil,  with  0.  party  at  the  American  Le- 
gation. Conspicuous  in  the  spacious 
rooms  were  numerous  floral  pieces  sent 
by  Gua.temalan  Army  units  and  members  of 
the  Foreign  and  Diplomatic  Missions  re- 
sident in  the  Capital. 

On  Thursday  morning,  February  10th, 
the  entire  Wing  was  lined  up  for  inspec- 
tion by  the  President  at  the  National 
Airport.  President  Ubico  took  the  salute 
from  the  Wing  and  rode  around  the  air- 
planes which  presented  an  in^ressive 
sight.  After  the  inspection,  the  Presi- 
dential party  proceeded  slowly  to  the 
Campo  del  Marte  (Field  of  Mars)  about 
three  miles  from  the  airport,  in  order 
to  witness  the  aerial  review  which  was 
being  presented  by  the  19th  Wing  in  honor 
of  the  President.  Proceeding  slowly 
across  the  reviewing  grounds,  the  party 
passed  the  military  troops  in  highly 
colored  uniforms  who  stood  at  salute. 

tyhousands  of  spectators  lined  the 
field,  which  is  a tremendous  parade 
ground  at  the  Politecnica  School.  Short- 
ly thereafter,  the  Wing  arrived  for  its 
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aerial  review,  led  "by  one  element  of 
A-17's  flown  "by  the  Win^  Staff,  and  con- 
sisting of  P-l<2’s,  A-17‘S  and  B-lO's  in 
the^t  order,  Tlie  entire  Wing  passed  hy  . 
in  formation  twice  and  the  review  was 
ended  hy  a short  demonstration  of  acro- 
batics performed  hy  two  Pur suiters. 

The  troops  of  the  Guatema.la  City  gar- 
rison passed  in  review,  including  a troop 
of  Cavalry,  the  Cadets  of  the  Politecnicaj 
School,  and  Infantry,  Pach  Artillery, and  i 
Ma-chine  Cun  units.  Poliowing  the  review,: 
the  President  and  G-eneral  Brett  departed  i 
and  passed  the  troops  who  were  lined  up  I 
at  the  salute.  Tha.’t  evening  the  officers! 
of  the  19th  Wing  entertained  the  offi-  [ 
cers  and  officials  of  the  American  Lega-  | 
tion  and  the  Cuatemalan  G-overiment  a-t  | 
the  Palace  Hotel  in  token  of  their  appre-1 
ciation  of  the  cordiality  shown  hy  the  j 
G-'aatemala,ns.  That  night  the  officers  ■ 
attended  a banquet  of  some  three  hundred  j 
covers  given  hy  the  Government  in  the  i 
name  of  the  President.  This  was  truly  a j 
sumptuous  Poffair  and  .cne'/hiich  w,p,s  tlio-  -j 
roughly  -eiijoyed.  The  Secretary  of  State  I 
delivered  an  ercremely  cordial  address 
in  Spanish  which  was  translated  hy  the 
El  Jefe  del  Protocolo  as  follows: 

"Mr,  General: 

General  Staff  and  Officers: 

The  visit  with  which  the  nineteenth 
Squadron  of  military  airplanes  of  the 
United  States  of  America*” has  honored  us 
is  a motive  of  particular  gratification 
for  the  President  of  the  Republic,  for 
its  Government  and  for  the  people  of 
Guatemala;  the  high  honor  lias  been  con-  i 
f erred  upon  me  hy  the  Chief  Executive  of  ! 
the  nation,  and  which  I fulfill  with_  ' 
special  pleasure,  to  make  known  in  liis 
name  said  sentiments,  and  I beg  of  Gen- 
eral Brett  and  of  his  distinguished  of- 
ficers to  gra,ciously  accept  this  public 
and  sincere  manifestation  of  gratitude 
with  which  we  receive  your  visit.  We 
appreciate  in  all  its  importaince  thi.s 
very  significant  token  of  cciurtesy  writh  j 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
is  pleased,  once  more,  to  convey  in  an  I 
expressive  and. comprehensive  manner  the  i 
sentiments  of  loyal  friendship  which 
unites  it  to  the  Government  of  Guatemala,! 


ary  ever  increasing  and  never  interrupted 
amity  which  has  always  existed  through- 
out our  histor2/. 

This  demonstration  of  sympathy  tender- 
ed. to  General  Uhico  and  to  his  Govern- 
ment, also  constitutes  a proof  of  that 
noble  Pan-American  attitude  which  w/ith 
greatness  of  mind  w/as  proclaimed  in  the 
recent  conference  held  at  Buenos  Aires, 
declaring  its  solidarity  with  the  rest 
of  the  Continent,  on  the  sa.me  ideal  of 
pacific  brotherhood,  of  a love  of  jus- 
tice and  a devoutness  to  the  cause  '"■f 
democracy;  precepts  on  which  the  policy 
of  Guatemala  are-  firmly  based  and  in  the 
performance  of  which  the  United  States 
v;ill  alw/ays  find  her  close  at  her  side. 
Your  airplanes  come  to  us  as  messengers 
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of  peace  and  they  bring  us,  not  horrors, 
destruction  and  death,  but  a beautiful 
message  of  good  will.  Their  wings  vi- 
brate w/ith  the  same  spirit  of  interna- 
tional uiider standing  v/hich  at  present,  f 
more  than  ever,  animates  the  Great  Re- 
public  of  the  Uorth,  your  beloved  and 
glorious  country.  Ws  have  nothing  to 
fear  of  its  strength  and  everything  to 
expect  from  its  friendship.  Permit  me 
to'  raise  my  glass,  which  I do  with  all 
my  heart,  to  drink  to  the  health,  in 
the  name  of  the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  of  his  collaborators  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  His  Excellency  President 
Roosevelt,  and  to  jaou  Mr.  General  and 
Officers,  gallant  exponents  of  the  ITorth 
American  Array,  and  to  your  noble  co^intry 
T/hich,  on  occasions  like  the  present, 
becomes  even  greater, for  it  sends  to  a 
neighboring  and  fraternal  nation  machines 
of  war  converted  into  heralds  of  peace 
and  confraternity, " 

This  was  responded  to  by  General  Brett 
in  English,  th’e  translation  being  made 
by  the  El  Jefe  del  Protocolo,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Minister. 

I am  delighted  to  receive  from  your 
lips  and  under  these  very  pleasant  and  ' 
agreeable  surroundings  the  expression  of 
gratification  which  the  President  of 
Guatemala  has  been  so  kind  as  to  convey  ;! 
to  us  on  the  occasion  of  this  visit  ] 

which  the  19th  V/ing  of  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Corps  has  had  the  honor  and  the 
pleasure  to  make  to  your  beautiful  coiua- 
try.  As  so  w/ell  eig)re3sed  by  Your  Sxce" 
lencj/",  the  aspirations  and  desires  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the 
continuance  and  extension  of  the  friend- 
snip  now  happily  prevailing  between  the 
United  States  and  the  other  Governments 
of  Central  and  South  America  constitute 
the  basis  of  the  Pan-American  spirit  as 
enunciated  by  President  Roosevelt  at 
t:ie  opening  of  the  recent  Inter -American 
Conference  for  the  Maintenance  of  Peace 
at  Buenos  Aires.  It  is  our  hope  that 
this  visit  of  the  entire  United  States 
Army  Aar  Corps  forces  assigned  to  the 
protection  of  the  Panama  Canal  will 
serve  as  a concrete  demonstration  of  our 
belief  that  this  spirit  of  friendship 
and  peace  is  today  a vital  and  active 
principle  in  the  international  relations 
of  this  continent.  I wish  to  emphasize 


the  fact  tha,t  this  is  the  first  time  in 


the  history  of  the  United  States  Air 
Corps  that  a force  of  this  size  and  char- 
acter has  left  its  post  of  duty  to  make 
a visit  of  courtesy  to  a foreign  govern- 
ment, and  I am  particularly  pleased  and 
gratified  that  circumstances  have  render-  i 
ed  it  possible  that  this  visit  be  made  ; 
to  your  most  fascinating  and  ever-liospit-  j 
able  country.  Speakir:g  for  myself  and 
for  the  personnel  under  ray  coniraand,  I 
wish  to  assure  Your  Excellency  that  the 
pleasure  and  anticipation  with  which  we 
looked  forw/ard  to  this  flight  have  been 
vastly  exceeded  in  the  realization  of 
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friendliness,  v/elcome  and  liospitality  cf 
which  we  have  heen  the  recipients.  Ihe 
V review  which  I have  witnessed  this  laorn-* 

/ ing  of  the  armed  forces  of  this  Govern- 
ment_^was  particularly  impressive  and  I 
compliment  Your  Excellency  on  the  smart 
appearance,  the  evidence  of  thorough 
training,  and  the  completeness  of  equip- 
ment which  I noted  on" the  part  of  the 
imits  of  the  Guatemalan  Army  passing  be- 
fore me.  It  is  iw  hope  txiat  oiir  air 
force  in  the  Cana.1  Zone  will  have  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  a return  visit 
from  the  aerial  forces  of  the  Government 
of  Guatemala,  With  this  hope  in  mind  I 
am  happy  to  offer  a toast  in  the  name  of 
our  Commander -in-Chief,  President 
Roosevelt,  to  His  Excellency,  President 
Ubico,  who  has  honored  us  with  his  .pre- 
sence this  morning;  to  the  Government 
over  which  he  presides;  and  to  you,vour- 
self,  Mr.  Minister;  and  to  the  people  of 
this _ charming  Republic.’* 

This  brought  to  a close  the  delightful 
ceremonies  of  the  banquet  aud  also  of 
the  short  stay  of  the  19th  Wing  in  Guate- 
mala City.  j 

During  the  stay  in  Guatemala,  President 
Ubico  placed  the  facilities  of  Gua.te-  ' • 
inala*'s  West  Point  at  the  disposal  of  the 
enlisted  personnel  on  the  flight.  Their 
sleeping  quarters  and  all  meals  were  fur- 
nished at  the  expense  of  the  Guatemalan 
Government.  Room  orderlies  were  provid- 
..  ed  and  the  meals  and  accommodations  were 
excellent. 

Ear ly^ Friday  morning,  Pebriaary  11th, 
the  entire  flight  departed  from  Guatemala 
City,  the  Sikorsky  im^jhlbian  and  the 
Bombardment  planes  to  fly  non-stop  to 
I Albrook  and  France  Fields,  while  the 
I Attack  and  Pursuit  ships  left  for  San 
' Jose,  Costa  Rica,  to  Spend  the  night  in 
I that  city. 

i Present  at  the  airport  to  say  good-bye 
Were  the  81-year  old  Minister  of  War, 

1 General  Reyes;  the  American  Minister  and 
his  staff;  several  high  ranking’  Arny  of- 
' ficers;  the  Naval  Attache;  the  Commandant 
I of  the  Military  Acadei^;  the  Secretary 
I of  State,  and  the  El  Jefe  del  Pro  toco  lo, 

I On  Friday  evening  the  American  Minister 
I at  San  Jose  held  a reception  in  honor  of 
^ the  pilots  remaining  there.  On  Saturday 
, morning,  the  Attack  and  Pursuit  airplanes 
departed  from  San  Joee  for  Albrook  Field. 

' The  entire  flight  was  made  without  xais- 
' hap  or  accident,  and  General  Brett  wag 
I well  pleased  with  the  successful  results 
I Which^were  largely  due  to  the  excellence 
I in  maintenance  and  care  of  aircraft  and 
I equipment.  By  3j30  p,m,  Sa’burday  after- 
I hoon,  all  airplanes  were  safe  a.t  their 
I home  stations,  and  the  personnel  who 
flew  in  them  were  left  with  pleasant 
meraoxies  of  this  splendid  cross-country 
' "hop.  ** 
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NSW  CIASS  REPORTS  AT  KELLY  FIELD 


One  hundred  and  one  students  of  Class 
38B  (2  Regular  Ariay  officers,  6 foreign 
officers  and  93  Flying  Cadets)  reported 
to  the  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanc 
ed  Flj/'ing  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on 
February  23rd,  for  duty  and  training, and 
were  assigned  to  sections  for  specializ- 
ed flying  training,  as  follows; 

Attack  Section 

Captain  Felix  Cabanas  (Mexican  Ariry) , 
2nd  Lieut,  Ramon  M.  Zosa  (Philippine 
Array) , and  Flying  Cadets  - 
L,  C,  Adams,  Jr.  A.E.  Hebert 


R.F. 

D.C. 

D.M. 

R.M. 


•H.P.  Bacot 
H.  Billings 
P,S.  Brenner 

J. D.  Bridges  _ _ 

K. E.  Brister , Jr .F.A. 
J.K.  Carr 
**.0.  Cummings 

L. G.  Drafts 
J.H.  Grinnin 
W.E.  Hampton 


Herder 
Ho eve t 
Jones 
Ilrurmes 
Kurtz 

J.R. Loveless 
V.  McCauley 
J.D.  Madre 
J.H,  Mooro 
G.P.  Overing 

Bombardment  Section 


E.H.  Petri 
W.R.Purintc 
G . E . Putnam 
R.E.  Rush 

C. F.  Smith 
R.  T.  Swensoi. 
W. E.  Tayloi 
M.E.WalsetL 

D,  T.  Ward 
W.R.  Yancej 


F.T. 
J.  J, 
C.H, 
R.S. 
R.Yh 


Crimmins,  Jr. 

Ker?/in 

Martin 

Northcutt 

Pliilbrick 


J.W.  Pollard 
F.  D.  Shoemaker 
D.H.  Skiles 
J.  S.tagner 
rLJ.  Watkins 


Observation  Section 

Major  L.A,  Lawson,  Air  Corps, 

1st  Lieut.  J.E.  Barzynski,  Infantry, 
2nd  Lieut s.  A.O.  Cruz  and  I.J.  Paredes, 
Philippine  Arny,  and  Flying  Cadets  - 


R.G.  Bagby 
E..J,  Brown 

D.  ChaAmers 

E. E.  Hammers 
C.E.  Higbee 
E.L.  Hcrrnell 


R. G.  LaBaw  G . D . Shannon 

S. B,  Miller  b.F. Stewart 

K.L.Polifka  ¥,L.Sfcintzi 
E.H,  Reed-  C.H.  Stockdale 
J.E.  Scroggins,  B.B.  Taylor 

Jr. 


Pursuit  Section 

Lieut.  Manob  Suriya  (Siai'aese  Army), 

2nd  Lieut.  Eustacio  D.  Orobio,  Philip- 
pine Army,  and  Flying  Cadets  - 


J.R. 

Ambrose 

O.W. 

Lunde 

P.R. 

Arnold 

L.G, 

Lydon 

R.  Arnold,  Jr. 

G.  M. 

McNeeee 

M.H. 

Ashkins 

F.H. 

MacI'Iaughton 

J.E. 

Bowen 

S.H. 

Marett 

W.A. 

Bowie 

G.L. 

Meyers 

ihA. 

ChajBpagne 

TAB, 

Putnam 

L.W. 

Chick,  Jr. 

E,M. 

Ramage 

R.G. 

Chilton 

J.P. 

Randolph 

P.G. 

Bros 

P.C. 

Sakov/ski 

E.H. 

Dunham 

H.  J. 

Shipley 

R.P. 

Fulcher 

E.R, 

Stewart 

T.E, 

Gurnett 

J.W. 

Strickland 

F.B. 

James 

B.D. 

T/agner 

E.W. 

Keating 

D.W. 

Wallace 

D.L. 

Lewis 

C.L. 

Wells 

R.M. 

Loe 

S.T. 

Wenrick 

J.  Woolams 
— .«oOo-— 
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TWINS  REUNITED 


Eighteen  recent  gradne.tes  of  the  Air 
Corps  training  Center  have  just  reported 
for  duty  with  the  1st  Pursuit  Group  at 
Selfridge  Eield,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich., 
■bringing  the  total  number  of  pilots  there 
to  about  110,  the  highest  figure  in 
years. 

Probably  the  most  enthusiastic  of  the 
group  of  new  arrivals,  declares  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent,  is  Lieut.  Melvin 
McNickle  of  Poland,  South  Dakota.  Not 
only  has  he  realized  an  ambition  of  some 
years'  standing  in  having  won  his "Wings," 
but  he  is  reunited  with  his  twin  brother, 
Lieut.  Marvin  McNickle,  after  an  absence 
of  four  months  - an  interminable  length 
of  time  for  the  twu  who  had  never  previ- 
ously been  separated  since  their  birth. 

Already  these  twins  have  succeeded,  in 
hopelessly  confusing  their  acquaintances 
at  Selfridge  field,  ranging  from  the 
Post  Commander  to  the  mechanics  on  the 
airplanes.  Apparently  this  is  just  in 
line  with  what  they  have  been  doing  a,  11 
their  lives.  Naturally,  they  attended 
school  together,  finally  being  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Soutu  ra.kota,each 
v/ith  an  A.B.  degree.  They  belong  to  the 
same  fraternity.  Beta  Theta  Phi.  Tliey 
attended  classes  for  each  other  when  the 
occasion  arose,  and  their  activities 
wrere  so  closely  paralleled  that,  should, 
one  of  them  choose  to  be  absent,  the 
other  could  always  come  to  the  "bat  for  - 
him  with  no  one  the  wiser,  for  instance, 
they  played  varsity  football  for  two 
years  at  South  Dakota,  Marvin  (or 
Melvin)  was  a ball-carrying  back,  a,nd 
Melvin  (or  Marvin)  was  a blocking  back. 
They  v/ere  on  the  varsitj^  track  team  for 
three  j/ears,  each  specializing  in  sprints 
and  if  v/hat  they  say  is  true  their  times 
in  any  event  never  varied  more  than  one- 
tenth  of  a second.  They  decided  to  make 
flying  their  career,  journervung  together 
to  Port  Leaven'/vorfh,  Kansas,  for  their 
examination  and  pa.ssing  it  the  same  day. 

But  then  minor”’  disaster  struck]  Melvin 
v/as_  rushed  to  the  hospital  for  an  a.ppen- 
dicitis  operatioii,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives  the  brothers  were 
confronted  with  the  decision  to  separate 
or  not  to  separate?  Marvin  took  the  bit 
in  his  teeth  and  departed  for  Randolph 
.field.,  and  Melvin  was  forced  to  w/ait 
four  months  until  the  start  of  the  fol- 
lowing class. 

Nov;  both  .are  wearing  wings;  they  are 
members  together  of  the  famous  94th  Pur- 
suit Squadmon.  They  live,  eat,  and  fly 
together.  _ Their  one  disappointment  is 
that  Pursuit  airplanes  are  built  to  ac- 
commodate only  one  pilot. 

"After  spending  soma  time  y/ith  them," 
continues  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
"this  reporter  admitted  to  the  twins 
that  he  still  couldn't  tell  them  apart. 
T/hereupon  Melvin  (or  possibly  it  was 
Marvin')  lowered  his  voice  and  admitted 


the  difference:  One  is,  and  one  is  not, 
equipped  with  an  appendix! " 
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GHQ  AIR  fORCS  MAl'IEUVERS  IN  fLORlDA  ^ 

I Citizens  of  the  State  of  florida  will 
i witness  one  of  the  most  important  maneuv-' 
! ers  ever  held  by  America's  defensive  air  ' 
units  when  the  Second  Wing  of  the  General' 
Eeadquarters  Air  force  concentrates  in  i: 
the  central  part  of  the  State  during  the  ] 
latter  part  of  March. 

It  was  explained  by  staff  officers  of 
the  Wing  that  the  maneuvers  are  to  be  : 
held,  in  florida  because  of  the  special  ; 
qualifications  of  the  areas  to  be  used.  | 
liae  high  command  of  the  Wing  will  seek 
to  determine  whether  a large  unit  of  the 
GHQ,  Air  force  can  sustain  itself  and  op-  j 
orahe  efficiently  in  an  area  hundreds  of  j 
miles  from  the  permanent  bases  of  the  j' 
Air  force.  The  answer  to  this  question 
i is  of  vital  interest  to  those  who  are 
! maicing  intensive  efforts  to  perfect  the  i 
I a,ir  defenses  of  the  people  of  the  United 
i States. 

i It  was  further  stated  that  the  present 
j organization  of  the  esmbat  units  fsr  air 
defense  is  la.rgely  experimental.  It  is 
I the  aim  of  all  concerned  to  perfect  an 
i organization  that  can  concentrate  a part 
I or.  all  of  its  strength  in  any  area  of^ 

! the  United.  States  on  a few  'hours'  notice 
I and  sustain  itself  in  that  area  without 
' dejoendence  on  distant  sources  of  supply.  | 
i To  facilitate  this  concentration  of  i 
I material  and  supplies,  an  advance  Air  ' 

I Base  'has  been  set  up  at  Jacksonville. 

! The  Airport  of  this  city  will  be  the 
: focus  of  all  assistance  received  from 
' outside  sources  during  the  maneuvers. 

J After  supplies  reach  Jacksonville  they 
I will  be  furnished  as  needed  to  various 
I squadrons  in  the  field  at  Tampa,  Orlando, 

I Sarasota  and  Lakeland. 


I Colonel  H.B.  Cl^ett,  air  base  coramand- 
j er  at  Sslfridge  field,  Mich. , will  com- 
mand the  Second  Wing,  GHQ  Air  force,  in 
the  annual  field.,  exercises  to  be  held  in  i 
the  central  florida  area.  Approximately  ' 
190  officers,  150  airplanes  and  1,000 
enlisted  men  will  participate  in  these 
exercises.  The  headquarters  of  the 
Secon.i  Wing  will  be  located  in  Tampa. 

.oOo 

The  station  assignments  of  the  follow- 
ing -named  2nd  Lieutenants,  Air  Reserve, 
who  gradue.ted  from  the  Advanced  flying 
School,  Kell^'  field,  Texas,  on  february 
ISth,  'last,  have  been  changed,  and  they 
a.re  nov^  assigned  to  stations,  as  follows: 

Second  Lieuts.  Iia.l  Burrage  Armstrong, 
Jr.  and  Gwen  Grover  Atkinson  to  Barksdale 
field,  La.  ; Harold  Ex^’ene  Kofahl  to 
I Selfridge  field,  Mich. ; Marvin  Stoll 
I Zipp  to  fort  Benning,  Ga. , and  James  /j 
j Warren  Haskett  to  Langley  field,  Va.  ' 
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aiYE  TliE  AlflCIUFT  IHSTKUMSNT  A GHAITOE 
By  an  Equipment  Branc'h^Eng.’ineer 
Air  Corps  Materiel  Division 

I am  an  aircraft  instrument.  Much  or 
little  may  depend  on  me,  accordiii^;  to 
h3V7  well  I work  and  how  much  confidence 
ny  user  places  in  me.  Some  pilots  swea-r 
by  me,  others  swear  at  me. 

As  an  instrument  I date  back  to  the 
time  I was  assembled  from  a ^reat  many 
individual  parts,  ea,ch  of  which  was  in- 
spected carefully  before  being  used  in 
ray  assembly. 

After  proper  adjustment  and  calibra- 
tion I was  put  in  a case  and  given  tests 
at  my  malcsr's  plant.  Being  part  of  a 
Gsvernment  order,  I w'as  then  wrapped  and 
sealed  in  a carton  and  shipped  to  Wright 
Eield. 

In  due  time  I was  taken  out  of  the  car- 
tjsn  and  put  through  a rigid  inspection 
in  accordance  witn  my  governing  specifi- 
cations by  the  Instrument  Inspection 
Unit, 

As  I am  a good  instrument,  I passed 
this  inspection,  and  was  stamped  with 
the  official  acceptance  stamp.  I was 
again  sealed  in  a carton  and' sent  to 
stock,  after  which  I was  sent  to  an  air- 
craft manufacturer's  plant  and  installed 
on  an  instrument  board  <5sf  a new  airplane. 
(This  suited  me  better  than  to  have  been 
sent  to  an  Air  Corps  Depot  to  be  used  as 
a replacement  on  an  older  airplane.) 

As  soon  as  the  airplane  up.'^n  which  I 
was  installed  was  completed" and  ready  to 
fly,  it  was  up  to  me  to  do  my  stuff.  But, 
please  Mr.  Pilot,  don’t  expect  too  much 
of  me  unless  I am  properly  taken  care  of. 
I won’t  tell  you  what  I am,  but  should  I 
be  an  altimeter,  I won’t  be  reliable  un- 
less I am  properly  set;  should  I be  an 
air-speed  indicator,  see  that  my  fittings 
are  kept  tight  and  that  ray  head  (pitot 
tube)  doesn* t get  bumped  or  covered  with 
ice;  should  I be  a conmsass,  keep  me  away 
from  steel  parts  and  electric  currents, 
for  they  surely  do  have  a strong  attrac- 
tion fer  mj)"  poor  heert  (magnets)  ; should 
I be  a gyro  instrument,  keep  my  heart 
(eyro)  in  the  proper  sain  or  I may  lie 
to  you;  should  I be  — but  this  is  not 
a, guessing  game.  I’The.tever  I am,  my 
likes  and  dislikes  are  covered  by  a T.O. 
Read  up  on  me  some  time. 

Treat  me  right  and  I’ll  stand  by  you.  I 
■won’t  let  you  down.  I’m  no  parachute. 

Rat  if  I should  get  sick  or  break  a leg, 
oe  careful  how  you  write  my  obituary. 

Try  and  tell  Just  what  was  the  matter 

Jith  me  or  how  I acted  so  that  my  doctor 
the  particular  instrument  engineer  at 
right  Eield  v/ho  knows  mj'’  peculiarities) 
properly  diagnose  the  trouble  and 
^'^gest  a remedy. 

And  above  all,  during  my  lifetime  when 
) condenmijag  ray  faults,  please  give  me 
credit  for  wy  good  points  as  well. 

oOo 


PLAITS  REPAIRED  UKDER  ADVERSE  CONDITIONS 

"Early  in  December,"  says  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  of  the  Hawaiian  Air 
Depot,  Luke  Eield,  T.H. , "the  Flying 
Apartment  House  (C-33  to  3^ou)  slid  in- 
stead of  rolled  to  a stop  on  the  runway 
at  Burns  Eield  on  the  island  of  Kauai, 
about  100  miles  v^est  of  Oahu.  Although 
the  pilot  and  co-ditto  walked  away  from 
the  landing  (which  constitutes  a good 
landing),  the  damage  was  such  that  it 
v.'as  necessary  for  this  Depot  to  estab- 
lish a base  in  order  to  repair  the  ship. 
Mr.  Heidlebaugh,  Aero  Repair  Foreman, 

.was  placed  in  charge  of  the  newly  formed 
so-called  Branch  Depot,  with  Messrs. 
Schaupp  and  Leighton  as  assistants,  and 
soon  corralled  a IITPA  steam  shovel,  sev- 
eral hundred  railroa.d  ties,  a chain 
hoist,  and  various  other  items  which  the 
natural  resources  of  the  land  provided. 
Kith  the  assistance  of  a maintenance 
crev.'  from  Luloe  Eield,  the  extensive  _ dam- 
age was  repaired  in  good  time,  consider- 
ing the  difficulties  encountered. 

A reswne  of  the  dail,y  radio  progress 
repor  bs  read  like  a page  from  Admiral 
Byx'd’  3 A^itarctic  Diary.  Continual  drift- 
ing sand  whipped  by  a high  wind  made 
working  conditions  miserable.  The  crow 
wore  goggles  to  protect  their  eyes  from 
being  sand-blasted  out  of  their  sockets. 
Yhien  the  wind  died  down  heavy  rains  set 
in,  but  tixe  work  progressed  under  make- 
shift shelter.  Heat  treated  rivets  were 
packed  in  ice  and  forr/arded  by  airplane 
as  needed.  Frequent  airplane  shipments 
of  acetylene  and  oxygen  bottles  for 
welding  purxooses,  as  well  as  compressed 
air  for  the  riveting  guns,  were  made. 

The  result  of  this  extensive  repair 
of  a new  large  type  airplane  under  par- 
ticularly adverse  conditions  is  gratify- 
ing, considering  the  fact  that  Burns 
Field  is  only  an  auxiliary  landing  field, 
with  no  hangar  or  shop  facilities,  and 
is  more  or  less  isolated." 

oOo— ^ — 

NAVIGATION  TRii-INING  AT  LUKE  FIELD 

The  navigation  class  conducted  by  the 
50th  Observation  Squadron,  Luke  Field, 
T.H. , is  still  in  progress  and  has  now 
developed  from  an  academic  stage  to  a 
practical  one.  Frequent  hops  have  been 
made  by  dead  reckoning  from  Lulce  Eield 
to  Eanamanica,  which  is  situated  on  the 
south  point  of  the  Island  of  Maul,  and 
from  Luice  Field  to  Ninini  Point  on  the 
Island  of  Kauai,  "It  is  believed,"  says 
the  New's  Letter  Correspondent, " that  un- 
der the  able  instruction  of  Lieut. 

Abraham  D.  Olson,  the  squadron  will  be 
well  qualified  in  navigators  upon,  conple- 
tion  of  the  class." 

— —oOo 
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TRAITSPORT  SQUADRON  ACTIVITIES 


THE  POWER  PLMT  ENGINEER  REPORTS 


The  Third  Transport  Squadron  at  the 
San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Eield, 
Texas,  temporarily  augmented  with  the 
loan  of  one  C-33  Transport  and  crew  from 
each  of  the  other  Air  Depots  - Eairfield, 
Middletovm  and  Rockwell  - has  heen  a reg- 
ular hive  of  activity  this  winter  with 
the  increased  load  of  interdepot  air 
freight  transportation,  resembling  a 
railway  freight  division  terminal.  The 
additional  crews  and  planes  were  loaned 
in. the  early  part  of  January  and,  al- 
though it  was  necessary  to  change  engines 
in  two  of  the  five  C-33’ s during  tho-t 
month  and  the  flying  weather  was  good 
for  only  a limited  number  of  days,  there 
was  a total  of  445  hours  flown,  riith  a 
total  of  approximately  179,000  pounds  of 
freight  and  76  passengers  hauled  on  these 
inter depot  trips  during  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary. The  total  mileage  was  approximate- 
ly 65,000,  or  nearly  1,100  miles  per 
trip. 

The  C-33  loaned  by.,,  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot,  with  its  crew  consisting  of  Mas- 
ter Sergeant  C.3,  Guile,  Technical  Ser- 
geant D.M.  Swisher  and  Corporal  C.F. 

S track©,  was  ordered  back  to  the  .Fair- 
field  Air  Depot  on  Februarj’’  9th. 

On  a “outine  freight  flight  from  the 
San  Antonio  Air  Depot  to  Denver,  Colo., 
and  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  and  return, 
January  10-13,  with  Staff  Sergeant  F.O. 
Tyler,  pilot;  Lieut.  J,  Will  Campbell, 
co-pilot,  and  with  such  cargo  as  to  al- 
low carrying  a capacitj'"  load  of  fuel, 
the  flight  from  Denver  to  Fairfield,  ap- 
proximately 1090  miles,  was  made  non- 
stop. This  appears  to  be  the  longest 
non-stop  C-33  flight  made  by  the  San 
Antonio  Depot  personnel. 

— oOo. — — 


Extensive  engine  silencer  or  exhaust 
silencer  tests  axe  nearing  coirpletion  at 


Cl 


the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Yfright 
I'iold,  Ohio,  with  a view  toward  deter- 
mining a method  of  test  or  yardstick 
from  which  to  measure  subsequent  ar- 
ticles  produced.  j: 

Tlie  Wright  R-1820-53  engine  to  be  used  » 
in  the  second  lot  of  Douglas  Bombers  is  i 
now  v/inding  up  on  the  torque  stand,  ap- 
proaciiing  a completion  of  the  150-houx 
grueling  type  test.  Nearby  is  the  [I 

R-1820-51  for  the  Booing  B-17B  airplanes. 
It  will  follow  close  upon  the  heels  of 
the  -53  engine. 

The  Pratt  & lYhitney  R-1830-17  engine 
to  be  used  in  P-36  contract  is  in  the 
later  stages  of  the  type  test.  It  is 
now  being  torn  down  for  inspection. 

Recent  unsatisfactory  reports  show  a 
decided  improvement  in  information  sub- 
mitted. Tills  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  Engineering  Staff  at  the  Materiel 
Division,  inasmuch  as  information  fur- 
nished results  in  a substantial  saving 
of  time  involved  in  tracing. down  the  va- 
rious prospects  of  failure,  not  to  men- 
tion the  arrival  at  a more  likely  con- 
clusion in  the  case  of  each  failure,  A 
few  extra  sentences  on  an  unsatisfactory 
report  clarifying  the  conditions  at  the 
time  of  the  unsatisfactorj?"  condition,  or 
the  use  of  the  air“plane  or  engine  on  pre- 
ceding flights,  invariably  is  of  great 
help  in  establishing  reasons  for  failurel 
— oOo—  ^ 


31ST  BOMB.  SqUADRON  AT  KICKAM  FIELD 


SAFETY  ORGANIZATIONS  AT  AIR  CORPS  FIELDS  i 


A Safety  Committee  has  been  appointed 
at  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  I>a.ncan 
Field,  Texas,  pursuant  to* instructions 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  that  a 
safety  organization  be  established  at 
each  Air  Corps  station,  and  the  further  j 
instructions  of  the  Chief  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  Air  Corps,  in  reference  to  Air  ! 
Corps ^ Depots,  This  is  in  furtherance  of  j 
the  aims  of  the  Federal  Interdepartmental; 
Safety  Council,  a representative  agency  i 
organized  at  the  specific  request  of  the  i 
President  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  j 

safety  education,  ’ | 

Major  C.F.  Pkrtoa,  Air  CorpvS,  was  ap-  I 

pointed  Safety  Director  of  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot  to  act  as  Chairman  of 
the  Safety  Committee  and  to  represent 
the  Commanding  Officer  in  safety  ms.tters, 
the  remainder  of  the  Committee  consisting 
of  a key  employee  from  each  of  the  main 
divisions  of  the  Depot’s  activities. 

oOo— — ■ i 


The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  of  Luke  I 
Field,  T.H.  , joined  with  the  rest  of  the 
5th  Composite  Group  in  wel.coming  the 
31st  Bombardinent  Squadron  to  the  Hawaiian; 
Department.  Many  members  of  the  23rd  i; 
greeted  old  friends  and  classmates  wh«n  ' 
the  31st  docked  in  Honolulu  on  February  li 
8th.  After  doing  their  bit  towards  help-', 
, ing  the  newcomers  to  become  settled,  the  ;; 
23rd  got  down  to  hard  work  to  accoiaplish 
as  m.uch  possible  before  turning  their 
airplanes  over  to  the  31st  to  enable  the 
personnel  of  that  outfit  to  get  in  some 
familiarization  flights. 

According  to  the  Honolulu  ADVERTISER, 
the  31st  has  gone  under  canvas  at  the 
nev/  Hickam  Field.  With  their  new  bar- 
racks at  this  field  scheduled  to  be  com- 
pleted next  January,  the  Squadron  person-" 
nel  are  new  housed  in  large  tents  with 
wooden  sides  and  floors  on  an  extension 
of  the  hangar  line.  Thirty  of  these  jl 
tents  were  required  to  house  this  outfit,  s 

The  Squadron  includes  30  officers  and  j 
180  enlisted  men.  It  was  stationed  at  I 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , since  December,  i 
1934,  and  priqr  to  that  time,  going  back/i 
to  April,  1931,  when  it  was  reconstitut-*f 
ed  on  the  active  list,  it  was  stationed 
at  March  Field,  Calif.  ' 
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AUTOMATIC  SIGUAL  CONTROL  3?OIl  GEOUIID  TRAIM 
B7  Sergeant  C,  f.  Mnller 

Instrxunent  and  navigation  Laboratory,  Wright  Eield 


During  the  past  two  years  two  raethods 
of  autOitetic  control  of  radio  range  sig- 
nals on  the  Link  Trainer  have  been  de- 
veloped at  the  Materiel  Division  with 
the  purpose  in  mind  of  relieving  the  in- 
structor of  the  manual  control  lor  both 
volume  and  zone  signal.  Aiiyone  who  has 
observed  an.  instructor  during  an  orien- 
tation problem  will  readily  agree  that 
he  is  continuously  using  both  hands  for 
variation  of  the  volume  and  some  signal 
controls,  if  he  fcllov;s  the  path  of  the 
recorder  closely. 

These  controls,  if  actual  flying  con- 
ditions are  to  be  simulated,  must  be 
changed  gradually  and  continuously  and, 
although  the  maps  used  in  the  ;^roDlems 
are  marked  off  in  concentric  circles  te 
correspond  with  the  volume  control  set- 
tings, it  will  be  found  that  an  instruc- 
tor does  not  give  the  same  volume  or 
same  signal  for  one  problem  as  for  ano- 
ther with  the  recorder  in  the  same  posi- 
tion for  both  problems.  Also,  the  fext 
that  the  procedure  is  routine  may  induce 
some  errors  into  tlie  problem  due  to  care- 
lessness. 

Another  source  of  error  is  brought 
about  by  a bystander  questioning  the  in- 
structor about  the  problem  while  he  is 
raanipulati:^  the  signal  controls.  During 
this  time  it  may  happen  that  the  signals 
are _ changing  rapidly,  depending  upon  the 
position  of  the  recorder,  and  the  in- 
structor has  missed  a definite  change  of 
signal  or  volume.  Lost  time  cannot  be 
made  up  by  moving  the  controls  r.apidly 
to  correspond  to  the  new  position  of  the 
recorder,  and  the  result  usually  is  a 
bewildered  student  in  the  hooded  trainer, 
and  an  unsolved  orientation  problem. 

Automatic  control  of  the  volume  and 
zone  signals  would  eliminate  errors  from 
these  sources  and  allow  the  instructor 
more  time  in  which  to  broadcast  weather 
reports,  take  notes  on  the  course  flown 
by  the  student,  and  communicate  with  the 
student. 

two  methods  devised  for  achieving 
this  automatic  control  are  a mechanical 
method  and  a radio  method.  The  raechaji- 
ical  method  is  simpler,  but  the  re.dio 
method  is  regarded  as  more  clearly  ap- 
proaching the  ideal  solution  of  the 
problem. 

The  mechanical  control  consists  of  a 
guide  arm  supported  from  the  end  of  the 
tableland  free  to  rotate  over  the  record- 
er, with  the  cone  of  silence  as  the  cen- 
tier.  A pin  attached  to  the  top  of  the 
Recorder  runs  in  this  guide  arm,  and  ns 
the  recorder  moves  along  any  path  except 
One  directly  towards  the  cone  of  silence, 
this  pin  moves  the  guide  arm  to  the  left 
Cr  right.  At  the  center  of  the  guide 
am  and  above  it  are  gear  sectors  cut 
out  to  to  the  angle  of  the 


' zones  for  a given  range.  These  sectors 
I mesh,  one  at  a time,  vdth  gears  \7hich 
I rotate  twice  the  speed  of  the  sectors. 

I These  gears  actuate  another  sector  gear 
i through  a crank  arrangement,  similar  to 
I a connecting  rod  and  crank  throw  on  a 
i cranksb.aft,  and  rotate  the  signal  poten- 
i tiometer  to  an  '*A"  , "On  Course"  or  "N" 
j signal  position,  the  degree  and  direc- 
I tion  of  rotation  being  dependent  upon 
! the  position  of  the  recorder.  The  vol- 
j ume  is  controlled  by  a string  attached 
I to  the  pin  on  the  recorder,  and  ruuning 
through  the  hollow  guide  a.rm  center  to 
the  volume  control  pulley. 

As  the  recorder  nears  the  cone  of 
silence  the  volume  increases.  This  in- 
crease is  due  to  the  movement  of  the 
i spring-controlled  volume  control  arm  as 
I the  string  winds  itself  around  the  vol- 
ume control  pulley.  At  the  cone  of 
silezxe  the  recorder  wheel  opens  a con- 
1 tact  under  the  table  which  cuts  off  the 
! filament  supply  to  the  range  signal 
i tubes,  and  after  passing  through  the 
I cone  of  silence  the  circuit  is  closed, 

!A  change  of  gears  and  gear  sectors  is 
1 all  tnat  is  necessary  to  adapt  this  con- 
I trol  to  any  type  of  range  simulated  in 
j the  problem. 

i The  automatic  miniature  radio  range 
I method  consists  of  a low  power  modulated 
I transmitter  v/hich  can  be  tuned  to  the 
exact  frequency  of  the  rai^e  to  be  simu- 
I lated.  Tills  transmitter  is  modulated  at 
! the  correct  audio  frequency,  and  a key- 
{ ing  device  for  the  signals  is  included, 
j Transmission  lines  from  the  keying  de- 
vice feed  an  antenna  array  under  the 
traaner  table. 

This  array  at  present  consists  of  four 
antennasj  12  inches  long  and  90  degrees 
apar'C,  with  the  inner  ends  -|-inch  apart. 
Diametrically  opposed  .antennas  are  fed 
with  the  same  zone  signal  and  there  is  a 
definite  cone  of  silence  at  the  center 
of  the  array,  Tlie  antennas  are  bent 
down  at  the  outer  ends  to  give  the  cor- 
rect build-up  in  volume  as  the  recorder 
approaches  the  station. 

1.  small  shielded  pick-up  ware  on  the 
recorder  which  is  connected  with  the 
input  of  a standard  E-4AD  radio  compass 
is  installed  in  the  Link  Trainer.  The 
student  operates  the  radio  controls  as 
he  would  in  an  airplane  and  receives 
the  correct  zone  signal  determined  by 
the  position  of  the  pick-up  antenna  on 
the  recorder.  In  order  to  make  full  use 
of  the  compass  installations,  a modified 
recorder  is  being  built  with  a small 
compass  loop  and  vertical  antenna  direct- 
ly over  the  recorder  v/heel. 

These  automatic  controls  open  the  dooi 
to  many  interesting  problems'  which  iray 
be  solved  in  a ground  trainer,  A com- 
plete cross-country  table  is  being  fab- 
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ricated  v/ith  several  miniat-are  radio 
ranges  la-id  out  on  it,  each  range  trans- 
mitting on  some  fixed  frequency  hetween 

200  and  400  kilocycles-  A method  has 
been  devised  whereby  the  instructor  can 
either  cut  off  the  range  and  hroa,dcast 
the  weather  on  the  same  frequency  or 
broadcast  the  weather  over  the  ranige 
signal. 

Another  problem  which  has  received  at- 
tention is"  the  automatic  control  of  the 
instrument  landing  signals  for  ground 
instruction  in  the  Air  Corps  method  of 
instrument  landing.  At  present  the  set- 
up for  signal  control  consists  of  two 
low-power  modulated  tranemittors , one  on 

201  kc,  and  the  other  on  219  kc. , feed- 
ing small  loop  antennas  under  the  table. 
These  fixed  antennas  are  spaced  the  cor- 
rect distance  from  the  landing  field. 
Before  this  method  can  become  standard- 
ized, additional  experimental  work  is 
required  on  the  type  of  antennas  to  be 
used  under  the  taole  to  give  the  most 
sensitive  direction  indication.  Fnen 
this  method  has  been  developed  to  the 
stage  where  it  is  practical  ai^d  reliable, 
the  solution  of  an  instrument  landing 
problem  will  rest  solely  with  the  stu- 
dent, the  instructor  actinij  only  as  an 
observer. 

Eor  instriuiient  landing  problems  the 
modified  record.er  will  be  used.  Syn- 
chronous motors  with  lov/er  redu.ction 
gearing  have  been  ordered  for  the  re- 
corder in  order  to  make  the  instrument 
landing  pattern  larger  and  increase  the 
distance  betv7een  the  two  antennas.  These 
new  motors  should  place  the  inner  and 
outer  station  antennas  about  eight  inch- 
es apart. 

All  of  these  improvements,  when  stand- 
ardized and  placed  in  ground  trainers, 
should  lead  to  increased  usefulness  of 
trainers,  a greater  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity on  the  part  of  the  student  regarding 
the_ solution  of  his  particular  problem, 
radio  opera,ting  practice  for  him,  and  de- 
creased dependence  upon  the  instructor 
for  correct  signals.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  esgoerimental  work  has  been  complet- 
ed,__  full  use  will  be  made  of  these  ra.dio 
methods  of  signal  control  in  future 
ground  trainers. 

-■ — oOo-— 

B0Iv3ARrf;!EUr  TTAIiJING  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

The  Borabardinent  Section  of  the  Advanc- 
ed Flying  School,  Kell;"  Field,  Texas, has 
been  reconstituted,  beginning  with  the 
present  cla.ss  which  began  training  on 
March  1st.  Major  Jolm  Y.  Kart,  Air  Corps 
was  detailed  Chief  of  the  Bombardment 
Section,  and  he  is  assisted  by  let  Lieuts 
DeLmar  T.  Spivey,  Soger  J.  Browne  and  Roy 
D,  Butler,  who  are  at  present  conducting 
a class  cf  ten  students,  all  Flying 
Cadets. 

oOo  — 


; ’/hen  flying  started  at  the  Advanced  j 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  P 
'March  1st,  for  Glass  38~B,  the  following 
I shifts  in  officer  personnel  were  accom-  \ 

I pi i shed; 

i i'lajor  John  ¥.  Hart  was  relieved  as 
i Chief  of  the  Pursuit  Section  and  detail- 
; ed  as  Chief  of  the  Bombardment  Section, 
j Captain  Burton  M.  Hovey,  Jr.  , was  re-  |j 
i lieved  as  Flying  Instructor,  Pursuit  ; 

I Section,  and  derailed  as  Chief  of  the  | 
jPursuit  Section.  ; 

i First  nieut.  Edgar  R.  Todd  was  reliev- 
I ed  a.s  Flying  Instrinctor , Observation  j 

: Section,  and  assigned  to  the  64th  School 
' Squadron  to  assume  the  duties  of  Squad- 
'ron  Engineering  and  Operations  Officer, 
i First  Lieut,  Delmar  T.  Spivey  was  re- 
i lieved  from  assignment  to  the  l2th  Air 
'Base  Squadron  and  assigned  as  Flying 
I Instructor  of  the  Bombardment  Section, 
i First  Lieut.  Roger  J.  Brown.e  ras  re- 
j lieved  as  I’lying  instructor,  Pursuit 
j Section,  and  assigned  as  Flying  Instruc- 
:tor.  Bombardment  Section. 

; First  Lieut.  William  G.  Bowyer  was  re- 
' lieved  from  assignment  to  the  64th  ! 

'School  Squadron  and  assigned  to  Head-  , 
'quarters,  Kelly  Field. 

! First  Lieut,  John  H.  Bun^  was  reliev- 
|ed  from  assignment  to  Headquarters, Kelly 
iField,  and  from  attacliment  to  the  De- 
|tachment  of  the  7th  Signal  Service  Com- 
ipany,  and  assigned -to  Headquarters  of 
I the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  andi 
I detailed  as  Flying  Instructor,  Pursuit  \ 
jSection. 

I First  Lieut.  Roy  D,  Butler  was  reliev- 
jed  as  Flying  Instructor,  Pursuit  Section,' 
jand  detailed  as  Flying  instructor,  Bonir-  !j 
•bareSDent  Section. 

' First  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Dengford  was 
jrelieved  from  assignment  to  Headquarters 
iand  Head. qua,r ter s Squadron  and  assigned  j 
Ito  Headquarters  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanc-  ; 
ied  Fl37-5ng  School  and  detailed  as  Flying  Ij 
llnstructor,  Cbserva.tion  Section. 

I First  Lieut.  Daniel  S,  Campbell  wag  . 
'relieved  from  assigmnent  to  the  61st  ^ 
jSchool  Squadron,  assigned  to  Headquar- 
iters,  Advanced  Flying  School,  and  detail-.^ 
led  as  Flying  Instructor,  Pursuit  Section.. i| 

' First  Lieut.  Charles  A,  Clark,  Jr,,  * 
iwas  relieved  from  assignment  to  the  62d  'f 
ISchool  Squadrou  and  assigned  to  Head- 
i quarters 'and  Headquarters  Squadron, 
i First  Lieut.  David  IT.  Crickette  was 
jrelieved  as  Flying  Instructor,  Pursuit 
jSection,  and  reassigned  as  Flying  In- 
jstructor,  Attack  Section. 

First  Lieut.  Robin  B,  Epler  was  re- 
'lieved  from  assigirnent  to  the  63rd 
'School  Squadron,  assigned  to  Headquar- 
Hers,  Advanced  Flying  School,  and  de- 
! tailed  as  Flying  Instructor,  Observation  > 
iSection. 

! First  Lieut.  Chester  L.  Sluder,  Air 
'Reserve,  was  relieved  from  assignment  | 
land  duty  as  Flying  Instructor,  Observa- 
ition  Section,  and . reassigned  to  duty  as 
iFlying  Instructor,  Pursuit  Section. 
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SAN  ANTONIO  AIE  DEPOT  A EWSY  PLACE  | 20TII  PURSUIT  GROUP  IN  DEMONSTRATION 


The  Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  San 
Antonio  iir  Depot,  Duncan  Eield,  Texas, 
wliicli  is  at  all  times  busy  in  its  func- 
tions of  supplying  statians  in  this  Con- 
trol Area,  out  which  is  usually  too  mo- 
dest to  talk  about  itself,  according  to 
the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  set  a new 
high  in  the  amount  of  freight  which  it 
handled  during  the  month  of  Jamiary, 1938. 
Ereight  moved  by  air  through  this  depart- 
ment totalled  152,167  pounds,  this  in- 
cluding 69,2.31  pounds  af  incoming  freight 
and  82 , 946  ’ . - 

All  Arkansas' National  Gua.rd  Air  Corps 
supplies  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Eairfield  Air  Depot  to  the  San  Antonio 
Air  Depot;  also  the  branch  r?f  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School  at  Denver,  Colo., 
is  now  being  supplied  by  this  Depot. 

A loading  dock  is  being  constructed  at 
the  Operations  hangar  for  the  purpose  of 
expediting  freight.  Through  freight  can 
be  transferred  without  having  to  go  to 
the  Depot  Supply  Department  proper. 

Loads  for  transport  scheduled  for  arriv- 
al over  the  week-end  or  holidays  v/ill  be 
held  in  this  "freight  depot"  and  loading 
and  unloading  can  be  accomplished  with  a 
minimum  of  effort  and  personnel  and  with- 
out delay  of  trip. 

■ — -oOo— — ■ 

BOARD  OE  OFFICERS  VISITS  COLLEGES 


I As  their  part  in  the  tactical  demon- 
istration  held  at  Barksdale  Field,  La,, 
jin  February  for  the  students  of  the  Air 
i Corps  Tactical  School,  of  Maxwell  Field, 
ILa. , the  20th  Pursuit  Group  furnished 
inine  P-r36A  airplanes  for  a mass  gunnery 
I demonstration.  Tnis  tactical  maneuver 
I has  been  one  of  the  important  parts  of 

I the  training  during  the  past  year.  Nor- 
jmally,  tliree  flights  of  six  planes  each, 
i(tliree  2-ship  elements  comprising  a 

I I light)  fire  on  a flight  of  silhouette 

! targets  representing  a flight  of  Borabard- 
iment  airplanes. 

I In  the  diving  attack,  the  flights  are 
! echeloned  dovm  and  well  up  under  the 
! flight  ahead  so  that  ejected  cartridges 
jwill  not  strike  planes  in  the  rear  of 
I the  formation.  Within  the  element  the 
iwingraan  does  not  aim  but  guides  on  the 
I element  leader , depending  on  him  for  ef- 
ifectiveness  of  fire. 

' Due  to  the  fact  that  boresighting 
plays  such  an  important  part  in  the  fir- 
ing of  the  guns  mounted  on  a P»2SA  air- 
pls.ne  and  the  range  at  ?diich  fire  is  de- 
jlivered  is  so  great,  phenomenal  revsults 
! have  not  as  yet  been  accomplished. . "We 
|hope,"  says  the  News  Letter  Correspon- 
ident,  "the  new  airplanes  with  guns 
mounted  close  to  the  sights  will  give 
much  better  results." 

oOo 


Lieut.  Colonel  Coleridge  L,  Beaven, 
Medical  Corps;  Major  Isaiah  Davies  and 
1st  Lieut.  Robert  F.  Fulton,  Air  Corps, 
were  designated  as  a board  of  officers 
to _ visit  colleges  in  the  States  of  Texas, 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Kansas, 
Oklahoma,  Arkausas,  Missouri,  lov/a,  Ne- 
braska, North  and  South  Dakota,  and 
Minnesota,  for  the  purpose  of  accepting 
qualified  candida-tes  for  flying  training 
at  the  Army  Air  Corps  Training  Center  at 
Randolph  Field,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

These  officers,  .traveling  in  two  BT-9 
airplanes,  left  Randolph  Field  on  Febru- 
ary 14th,  and  were  scheduled  to  travel 
through  the  above-named  States  for  about 
two  months,  visiting  the  following -named 
educational  institutions; 

Rice,  Houston;  Baylor,  Waco,  and  S.M.U., 
Dallas,  in  Texas. 

Oklahoma  University,  Norman,  Okla. 

Arizona  University,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

New  Mexico  University,  Albuquerque, N.M. 

^Denver  University,  Colorado  School  of 
Mines,  and  University  of  Colorado,  all 
at  Denver,  Colo. 

Kansas  A.  & M.  College,  Manhattan,  Kans 

University  of  Missouri,  Columbia,  and 
Washington  University,.  St,  Louis,  in 
Missouri. 

University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

University  of  Minnesota,  St,  Paul, Minn. 

North  Dakota  Agricultural  College, 
Fargo,  N.D. 

University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

University  of  Arkansas,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas . 


Things  one  should  know  about  automobile 
insurance.  These  are  of  especial  inter- 
est to  service  personnel. 

1.  Automobile  Insurance  covers  civil 

action  only. 

It  does  not  cover  criminal  action. 

2.  Tile  Department  of  Justice  will  defend 

service  personnel  involved  in  an 
automobile  accident,  if  at  the  time 
of  the  accident  travel  was  being 
performed  under  competent  War  j}e- 
partme.nt  Orders.  They  demand,  how- 
ever, that  they  have  exclusive  de- 
fense of  the  case. 

3.  Service  personnel  involved  in  acci- 

dents while  traveling  under  coupe- 
tent  _ War  Department  orders  have  the 
privilege  of  requesting  trial  by 
Federal  Courts. 


TECHNICAL  SERGEANT  ELIGIBLE  LIST 

In  the  issue  of  the  News  Letter  of 
March  1,  1938,  listing  on  pages  12  and 
13  Staff  Sergeants  of  the  Air  Corps  eli- 
gible for  promotion  to  Technical  Ser- 
geant, only  the  first  250  names  on  that 
list  were  published.  For  .the  information 
of  all  concerned,  the  total  number  of 
Staff  Sergeants  on  the  eligible  list  is 
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STUDY  OD  IvUmCH  DIELD  SITE  20  YFJUIS  AGO 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Two  decades  ago  investigations  leading 
to  the  establishment  of  a primary  avia- 
tion training  base  at  wliat  is  nov/  know?a 
as  March  Field  v/ere  closed  in  Riverside 
by  a special  government  commission  head- 
ed by  Major  B.E.  Castle,  Signal  Corps. 

Just  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
March  Field  as  a training  base,  state- 
ments to  various  southern  California 
papers  that  ’’North  Island  will  remain 
the  only  permanent  Army  Air  Base  on  the 


AIR  CORPS  .STATION  HAS  RADIO  SCOUT  CAR 

"Not  to  be  outdone  by  municipal  and 
State  police  forces  with  their  radio 
scout  cars,"  savs  the  Barks-dale  Field 
Correspondent,  "Barksdale  Field  can  now 
boast  of  such  an  addition  to  its  al- 
ready^ super  efficient  security  guard. 

"This  scout  car,  with  a radio  receiver 
tuned  in  on  YflL,  the  Airdrome  Control 
Station,  cruises  over  the  post  from 
darkness  until  daylight  and,  should  it 
be  desired  at  any  particular  place,  a 
call  to  the  Airdrome  Control  Station 


Pacific  Coast"  were  declared  to  be  false,;  will  bring  it  there  ’Johnnie  on  the 


and  reasons  were  cited  to  shov/  v/hy  the 
March  Field  site  Y/ould  be  an  advantage- 
ous location. 

On  January  16,  1918,  the  Riverside, 
Calif.  PRESS  stated:  "A  splendid  level 
tra,ct  of  460  acres,  including  a veil 
which  yields  30  inches  of  domestic  water, 
has  been  offered  to  the  government  by 


spot. ’ There  is  also  a radio  receiver 
I installed  at  the  guard  house  to  receive 
! all  messages  broadcast  to  the  scout  car 
I and,  should  the  occasion  demand,  addi- 
i tional  guards  could  be  dispatched  from 
I the  guard  house  without  delay. 

^ "To  the  best  of  the  writer's  knowledge 
‘ this  is  the  only  car  of  this' type  in 


the  Riverside  Chamber  of  Commerce  thrO'ugh  i use  at  an  Air  Corps  station.  However, 
the  Los  Angeles  chamber,  with  a guara-n-beei  to  avoid  any  controversy,  the  writer  ad- 


cf  three  years  rent  free  and  an  option 
to  purchase  at  not  more  than  $100  per  j 
acre.  The  property  is  principally  owned  , 
by  the  Hendricks  estate.  i 

"Not  only  are  rainfall,  aerial  and  gen-|  VISITING  AIRCRAFT  CREW  AT  BOLLING  FIELD 


mits  that  his  knowledge  of  such  things 
is  very  limited." 

-...-.oOo — - 


eral  climatic  conditions  ideal  in  this 
location  for  such  training  school  as  con-| 


During  the  calendar  year  1937,  the 


templated,  but  the  tract  is  surrounded  ! Visiting  Ship  Hangar  Crew  at  Bolling 


by  thousands  of  acres  with  scarcely  a 
tree,  mound  or  v/ire  to  interfere  v/ith 
safe  landing  in  case  the  aviators  are 
forced  to  come  down  at  any  other  spot 
than  the  field  itself." 

An  investigation  report  reads  in  part: 
"Elis  Alessandro  site  is  superior  to  any 
other  (officials  had  been  considering 
the  selection  of  a site  near  Taft,  Cali- 
fornia) because  30  per  cent  more  flying 
could  be  done  there  than  in  any  other 
section  of  the  country.  Wind  velocity, 
with  ap.  average  that  varies  onl.y  between 
20  and  25  miles  per  Iio'ur,  is  regai'^ded  as 
ideal  for  student  aviation  p'urposes,  and 
the _ almost  complete  absence  of  fog  and  a i 
minimum  of  rainfall  adds  greatly  'to  its  i 
desirability, " j 

It_  is  interesting  to  note  the  result  I 
of  the  far-sightedness  of  those  investi-  | 
gations  v/hich  took  place  20  years  ago  | 
and  led  to  March  Field’ s eventual  and  ! 
present  modern  status.  For  instance, had  j 
a less  practical  site  been  chosen,  it  ! 
would  be_of  little  import  today  either  i 
as  a training  center  or  an  air  base.  The  | 
ease  with  which  the  landing  mat  may  be  j 
extended,  and  the_hard  unyielding  quality 
of  the  earth  permits  access  to  March  j 
Field  for  airplanes  of  any  size  or  j 

v;eight.  Its  close  proximity  to  Los  I 

Angeles,  metropolitan  area,  and  the  i 

country*  s airplaue  manufacturing  center,  j 
gives  it  strategic  value  in  time  of  'war.  : 
It  can  readily  be  enlarged  enough  to  I 
handle  two  or  more  7;ar-strength  Groups. 


Field,  D.C.,  estaolished  what  they  con- 
I sider  should  be  a record  for  the  hand- 
i ling  of  visiting  aircraft.  a 

I E'le  crew  is  -under  the  leadership  of  \ 
j 2nd  Lieut.  Harvey  W.  Regaii,  Air  Reserve, 

I and  Technical  Sergeant  Robert  B.  Norris, 
i and  consists  of  fo-ur  noncommissioned  of- 
! ficers  and  eleven  privates  assigned  to 
! the  crew  from  the  Base  Headquarters  and 
j 14th  Air  Base  Squadron. 

I D'oring  the  past  year  they  have  handled  : 
i a total  of  2,985  transient  airplanes, 

I without  accident  to  aircraft  or  injury 
I to  personnel.  The  crew  has  handled  prac- 
I tically  every  type  of  airplane  operated 
j by  the  A.ir  Corps  and  piloted  by  most  of 
I the  highest  ranking  Air  Corps  officers 
j Vv’ith  passengers  such  as  Government  offi- 
1 cials,  Members  of  Congress  and  ranking 
I officers  of  other  branches. 

I On  n-umerous  occasions  individ'uals  have 
i voiced  their  appreciation  of  the  effici- 
i ency  of  the  visiting  Hangar  Crew  and, 
j says  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
i "the  record  of  1937  we  believe  estab- 
lishes a record  for  the  handling  of  in- 
dividual transient  airplanes. " 

oOo 


Lieut.  Colonel  Oliver  P.  Echols,  of 
Wright  Field,  Ohio;  Lieut.  Colonel 
Edmund  W.  Hill,  Hqrs.  6th  Corps  Area, 
Chicago,  111. ,,  and  Major  John  E.  Upston, 
Langley  Field,  are  under  orders  to  re- 
, port  for  duty  as  students  at  the  Army 
I War  College  next  September  to  pursue  thef 
' 1938-1939  course. 
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&EKIIRAL  BRMJT  BBPAKTS  IffiW  POST 

Prior  to  departing  for  Chanute  Pie Id, 
Rantoul,  111.  , wiiere  he  will  assnine 


ACTIVITIES  OP  THE  18TH  PURSUIT  GROUP 
By  the  Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent 

Obtaining  a head  start  on  the  annual 


chaT^e  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School, i Hawaiian  Department  Maneuvers,  the  18th 


Brigadier  General  Gerald  C.  Brant,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Second  ^ing,  GHQ, 
Air  Force,  was  bidden  farewell  by  the 
commissioned  and  enlisted  personnel  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. , on  the  morning  of 
March  1st. 

In  leaving,  General  Brant  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  having  been  assigned  to 
this  post  for  the  past  twelve  montns  and 
stated  that  he  was  sorry  to  leave. 

General  Brant  came  to  Langley  Field  in 


Pursuit  Group,  ^'iHieeler  Field,  T.H. 

I spent  the  week-end  cf  January  14th  in 
! the  field  at  Ealeiv/a,  Clearing  the  air- 
i drome  on  Friday  morning,  the  Group  jour- 
neyed to  the  camp  site,  where  tents  were 
pitched  and  preparations  were  made  for  a 
auiet  week-end  on  the  beach. 

* A field  problem  v/as  completed  during 
the  afternoon,  and  an  inspection  was 
held  by  the  Group  Commander  on  Saturday 
morning.  All  Sauadrons  7/ere  back  at 


March,  1937,  succeeding  Brigadier  Generalj lyiieelor  Field  before  noon  on  Saturday, 


Henry  C,  Pratt,  who  was  transferred  to 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Succeeding  General  Brant  will  be 
Colonel  Arnold  Borman  Krogstad,  Air 


none  the  worse  for  their  night  in  the 
guava  buslies. 

Considering  that  the  Group  flies  five 


Corps,  who  was  nominated  by  the  President!  days  and  three  nights  a week  during 


for  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General, 

Colonel  Krogstad  is  expected  to  arrive 
at  Langley  Field  in  the  near  future  from 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  ?/here  he  has  been  on 
duty  as  Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School. 

■ oOo 

SOLDIER’S  MEDAL  PRESENTED  LIEUT.  BULGER 

At  a colorful  and  impressive  ceremony 
held  on  February  26th  at  Langley  Field, 

Va. , 1st  Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Bulger,  Air 
Corps,  of  the  Headquarters  and  Headquar- 
ters Squadron,  8th  Pursuit  Group,  was 
presented  the  Soldier’s  Medal  and  cita- 
tion, for  distinguished  valor  in  rescu- 
ing a little  girl  from  drowning  in  the 
waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay  last  May.  Lieut. 

Bulger  was  a guest  aboard  a cabin  cruiser 
from  which  the  child  was  thrown  overboard!  mina.ble  extent  was  averted  by  the  cool 


twelve  months  of  the  year,  one  accident 
for  the  current  flying  month  can  be  re- 
garded as  an  insignificant  blot  against 
an  otherwise  perfect  record.  The  acci- 
dent referred  to  occurred  on  February 
7th,  rrhen  two  P~13L's,  piloted  by 
Lieuts.  Frutchey  and  Rindom  came  to 
blows  in  mid-air,  4,000  feet  above  Fort 
Shafter.  Lieut.  Rindom  elected  to  dis- 
regard the  slight  damage  to  his  ship, 
and  flew  it  safely  to  Wheeler  Field, 
where  he  made  a spectacular  landing. 
Lieut.  Frutchey,  h07/ever,  was  forced 
over  the  side  when  he  sav/  bits  of  his 
upper  wing  disappearing  in  the  Blip- 
stream,  With  the  exception  of  a few 
minor  scratches,  received  when  he  land- 
ed in  a tree,  Lieut,  Fr-rtchey  was  uniiurt. 

Another  probable  accident  of  indeter- 


when  a swinging  door  became  unlatched  in 
rough  water.  Fhlly  clothed,  he  pluiiged 
into  the  waves  and  kept  the  child  afloat 
until  they  could  be  rescued. 

In  presenting  the  medal.  Major  General 
Frank  M.  Andrews,  Commanding  General  of 
the  GHQ  Air  Force,  stated: 

” Lieut.  Bulger,  it  is  my  privilege  and 
.pleasure,  as  commander  of  the  GHQ,  Air 
Force,  to  present  you  this  SoldieV's 
Medal.  Ma;;,"  I congratulate  you  and  ex- 
press to  you  the  gratification  of  the 
GHQ  Air  Force  for  the  example  of  courage 
and  hsroian  you  have  afforded  us. 

”Ihe  history  and  traditions  of  mili- 
tary organizations  are  created  and  con- 
tinued only  through  the  accomplishments 
Of  its  members.  Individual  acto  of 
course,  auch  as  displaj^-ed  by  you  in 
risking  your  life  to  save  that  of  ano- 
ther, serve  to  build  up  that  history  and 
tradition. 

'’The  GHQ  Air  Force  is  indebted  to  you 
for  your  contribution  to  its  tradition 
for  courage  and  loyalty  to  high  ideal." 
— -oOo 


headednesc  of  Staff  Sergeant  McCauley. 
"Mac"  was  flying  the  ner/ly  acquired  S-43 
Amphibian,  carrying  twelve  passengers, 
when  one  v/heel  of  the  retractable  land- 
ing gear  stuck  in  the  "down"  position 
and  refused  to  be  budged.  Although  the 
other  wheel  could  be  lowered,  sufficient 
pressui'e  to  uphold  the  iiqpact  on  landing 
could  not  be  applied.  After  circling 
the  field  several  times,  and  disregard- 
ing the  radio  advice  to  abandon  the  ship, 
Sergeant  McCauloy  forced  the  obstinate 
landing  gear  up  by  pouring  a tank  of 
drinking  water  into  the  olio.  V/ith  the 
gear  up,  a water  landing  was  made  at 
Pearl  Harbor  7/ith  no  damage  to  the  ship. 


Fifty  students,  comprising  an  equal 
number  of  officers  and  noncommissioned 
officers  of  the  Group,  were  recently 
graduated  from  the  Chemical  Warfare 
School.  This  type  of  education,  insti- 
tuted in  the  Group  last  year,  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department  Chemi- 
cal Warfare  Officer  and  is  considered  aii 
indispensable  phase  of  military  training. 
Diplomas  were  presented  to  the  graduates 
by  the  Wing  Commander,  Brigadier  General 
Barton  K.  Yount. 

-11- 
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PRII^Y  5I.YING  CLASS  HEACI-EES  EECOED  PEOPOHTIONS , 

I 

Since  the  previous  issue  of  the  News  Letter,  j 
listing  students  entering  the  Iv^rch,  1938,olass| 
at  the  Priraany  Flying  School,  Randolph  Field,  : 
Texas,  77  additional  candidates  have  been 
selected  for  Flying  Cadet  appointment,  while  ! 
nine  of  those  previously  selected  declined  ap- 
pointment, so  that  as  far  a.s  it  is  possible  to 
determine  at  this  v/riting,  the  navr  class  now 
consists  of  the  record  number  of  321  students, 
numerically  the  largest  class  of  students  ever 
to  begin  training  in  the  history  of  the  Air 
Corps  Tra,ining  Center. 

The  nine  candidates,  who  for  various  reasons 
decl ined  appo intment , ar e s 

Galasso,  Louis  Francis 
George,  ■'William  C.  , Jr. 

Cassell,  Raynxind  W. 


Mallinson,  PTiram  R. 
Grambo , Fredericlc  C. 
Easley,  Samuel  Janies 
Flowers , Noel  Q. 
Guyton,  John  A. 
McQmid,  Lynn,  Jr. 


East  Boston,  Mass.  ! 
Jamaica  Pla,in,  Ifeiss.  j 
Baxter  Springs,  Fans,  i 
NW  York,  N.Y.  j 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio  ; 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  j 
Silverdale,  Wash.  ; 
NeTOll,  W.Va. 
Salem,  W.Va. 


The  77  additional  candidates  selected  since 
the  last  list  was  published  in  the  News  Letter' 
are  enumerated  below,  as  follows: 


Hardin,  Donald  William 
Pond,  James  Woodrow 
Carpenter,  Harry  Jack 
Lanford,  William  A. 

Ayl worth,  Lowell  P. 
Medley,  Russell  C. 

Driver,  Malcolm  McKay 
Holt,  Harry  Joseph 
McLain,  John  Edward 
Paletz,  S.  Arthur 
Pallistei',  Francis  James 
Walther,  John  Henry 
Brcwn,  Edward  Dean 
Turner,  Sul 1 ins  Preston 
Carmack,  John  Edgar 
Rose,  Chari e s ^ . 

Deehaene,  Andre  Jiricpues 
Retry,  Robert  G. 
LaChapelle,  Ls.'v'/rence  V. 
Mcllvoy,  Ja.ck  Claud 
Merritt,  Frederick  Ross 
Moore,  Paul  L.G. 

Pierce,  Galen  Potter 
Retzloff,  Albert  F. 
Schwdnd,  Burton  Eugene 
Setchell,  James  Frederick 
Shelton,  Glen  E. 

Waller,  William,  III 
Jack,  Nbrbert  J. 

Smith,  Donald  Herrick 
Bleightol,  Willis  Eugene 
Coyle,  Lawrence 
Mayden,  James  D. 

Hooks,  Ferrell  Dougla-s 
.Howard,  James  Alva. 

Fields,  James  Robert 
'Pritchard,  Robert  Lee 
Thompson,  Edgar  LeRoy 
Collins,  Smith  W. 

Sutliffe,  Thoma.s  Henry 
Erickson,  John  Hawley 
McNerney,  Francis  J. 


Cliat che e , Ala. 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 
.Berkeley,  Calif. 
Fresno,  Calif. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Visalia,  Calif. 
Washington , D . C . 
Washi ngt o n , D . C . 
Wash ingt on , D. C . 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Decatur,  Ga. 
Galesburg,  111. 
Chsmpai  ,gn , 111. 
Champaign,  111. 
Chic3-.go,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Cnicevgo,  111, 
Chicago.  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Cnicago,  111. 
Cnicago,  111. 
Harvey,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Webster  City,  Iowa. 
Coffeyville,  Kans. 
Junction  City,  Kans. 
Bo-'.'ding  Green,  Ey. 
Bovrling  Green,  Ky. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Era,dford,  Mass. 
Fort  Devens,  blass. 
Gloucester,  Ivlass. 
Westfield,  Mass. 


Navickas,  Alphonsus  F. 
Rorrberg,  Edgar  Allen 
Piper,  Thomas  Joseph 
I Cairpbell,  Jack  J/bNiel 
j Birchard,  Glen  R. 

I Clancy,  La.wrence,  3d 
i Was  sell,  Harry  B. 

I Pitts,  Arthur  TiTillis 
I Harshberger,  William  Lee 
' Tucker,  Theodore  W. 

I Bane,  Donald  R. 

! Kelly,  Samuel  E. 
i Storm,  Leonard  B. 

I Von  T-ungeln,  Herbert  A. 
i Brewer,  Paul  M.  , Jr. 
i Ccabs,  Thomas  R. 
i Suinrers,  Thonas  B. 

I Oeltmann,  John  Theodore 
I Hill,  Francis  Joseph,  3d 
I Fendrich,  Charles  Nelson 
1 Carp,  Ivjar shall  Pyron 
LaBcrde,  Arthur  Joseph 
i Sheehan,  James  E. 

• Dulre,  Frank  Robert 
I Glober,  George  Edward 
i King,  Preston 
j Titus,  Calvin  P.  , Jr. 

I Berger,  Martin 
j Garrett,  Skidmore  N. 

I Mathewsen,  Philip  L. 
i Galer,  Frederick  Gerard 
I Watson,  Harry  John 
j Merrill,  Keni:ie'bh  E. 
Yfrigglesworth,  Vdlliam  J. 


Worcester,  Mass. 
Lincoln,  Neh. 
Omaha,  Neh. 
Alhuq_tierque , N.M. 
Bay  City,  Idch, 
Oswego,  N.Y. 

I^e,  N.Y. 
Akron,  Ohio 
Cincinnati , Ohio 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Norman,  Okla. 
Norman,  Okla. 
Norman,  Okla. 
No  man,  Okla. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Weatherford,  Okla. 

Charleroi,  Pa. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Steelton,  Pa. 
Arlington,  Texas 
El  Paso,  Texas 
Friona,  Texas 
Livingston,  Texas 
San  Angelo,  Texas 
San  liar  cos,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Burlington,  Vt. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Ricliircnd,  Va. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Well  shurg , . Va. 

Eau  Claire,  Tfis. 
Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
Kenosha,  Vfis. 


Busch,  Chester  C. 

There  are  rmre  native  Texans  in  the  new  class 
than  ever  before  represented  that  or  any  ether  | 
State  in  any  one  of  the  previous  entering 
classes  in  the  history  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center.  The  Lone  Star  State  has  a delega- 
tion of  44  students.  Illinois  is  the  runner- 
u-p  vdth  36  students,  followed  hy  West  Virginia 
with  21;  California,  19;  Ohio,  18;  Oklahoma, 

15;  New  York,  14;  Massachusetts,  12,  and 
J'/Iichigan,  11.  All  other  States  have  represen- 
tations of  less  than  ten. 

Chicago  is  far  in  the  leeid  in  the  imtter  of 
cities  represented  in  the  kkreh  class.  With  a 
delegation  of  22  students,  the  mid-western 
metropolis  has  established  a new  record  and  one 
which  will  prohahly  not  he  equalled  for  years 
to  come.  Ifeshington,  the  capital  cf  the  nation, 
is  next  in  line  with  12  students,  follovred  hy 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Austin  and  San  Antonio,  Texas; 
Columhus,  Ohio,  and  Atlanta,  Ga. , vdth  5 each; 
Luhbock,  Texas;  Seattle,  7fash. ; San  Francisco, 
Calif-  , and  Norman,  Oklfi.  , -with  4 eaeii’,  SJid 
Dallas,  Texas;  Tucson,  Arizona;  Little  Rock, 

Ark.  ; Lexington,  Ky.  ; Oklahoim  City,  Okla.  , and 
Champaign,  '111.  , vdth  3 each. 

oOo 

Tho  unique  cover  for  this  issue  is  the  joint 
effort  of  Pvt.  1st  Cl.  John  L.  Horn,  97th  Obs. 
Sqiiadron,  Mibchel  Field,  N.Y.  , and  I\4r.  Frank 
Durmington,  of  the  Information  Division,  OCAC. 
Private  Horn  is  responsible  for  the  centerpiece, 
which  must  have  been  a rather  difficult  and  te 
dious  task,  requiring  patience,  care  and  consid- 
erable skill  on  the  'typewriter.  Mr.  Dunnington,  | 
who  designed  many  News  Letter  covers  in  the  past 
is  responsible  for  the  attractive  lettering  ^id 
ornamiental  v/ork.  Gracias  to  both. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  persomiel  in  the  Regular  Arn^r,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational  Gua-rd, 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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P0R114TI0R  PLYING  ON  INS'IRUMENTS 
By  the  Hamilton  Pie Id  Correspondent 


On  a recent  flight  to  Barksdale  Pield, 
Shreveport,  La.,  with  a formation  of 
fo'flr  B-18  airplanes  of  the  11th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  Hamilton  Pield,  Calif. , 
it  was  necessary  to  fly  on  instruments 
from  Hamilton  Pield  to  Bakersfield, 
Calif.,  the  time  involved  being  approxi- 
mately one  hour  and  thirty  minutes.  In- 
asmuch as  the  technique  used  for  forma- 
tion flying  through  this  frontal  area  is 
believed  to  be  of  general  interest,  the 
following  is  noted; 

The  flight  took  off  from  Hamilton 
Pield  and  climbed  to  an  altitude  of  ap- 
proximately 3,500  feet  until  the  vicini-  | 
ty  of  Mt.  Diablo  was  reached.  A decision 
was  then  made  to  fly  over  or  through  a 
front  which  reduced  visibility  to  near 
zers  on  the  course  to  March  Pield.  In 
general,  the  techniaue  used  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  described  in  Group 
orders. 

About  three  minutes  before  the  front 
was  penetrated,  definite  communication 
by  radio  was  established  with  all  planes 
of  the  flight  and  instructions  were  is- 
sued to  stand  by  for  command  to  fly  over 
or  through  the  overcast  aiiead.  Instruc- 
tions were  also  issued  at  this  time  that, 
in  the  event  we  did  not  get  on  top  by 
the  time  the  formation  reached  an  alti- 
tude of  8,500  feet,  instructions  for 
front  penetration  in  accordance  with 
Group  orders  would  obtain.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  this  order  was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed with  all  airplane  commanders  be- 
fore the  take-off,  and  they  were  also  fa- 
miliar with  the  flight  plan  which  called 
for  an  altitude  of  8,500  feet,  on  the 
flight  to  March  Pield,  on  a course  of 
117  degrees  magnetic. 

It  should  be  mentioned  at  this  time 
that  instructions  were  given  before  the 
take-off  that,  in  the  event  it  became 
necessary  to  fly  through  a front,  the 
second  flight,  which  in  this  instance 
consisted  of  but  one  plane,  would  fly  at 
an  air  speed  of  10  miles  per  hour  less 
than  that  of  the  leading  flight.  This 
T^as  not  to  hold  true  in  the  event  of 
ascent  through  overcast  but  only  in  case 
of  penetration  of  front.  These  instruc- 
tions were _ somewhat  at  variance  with  the 
above  mentioned  order,  but  were  deemed 
advisable  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  if 


both  flights  maintained  the  same  air- 
speed and  were  at  the  same  altitude  over 
an  extended  period  of  time  with  only 
two-minute  intervals  between  flights,  it 
might  have  been  possible  for  the  second 
flight  ts  overrun  the  first  flight. 

Just  before  the  front  v/as  penetrated, 
the  navigator  took  the  drift,  which  v/as 
plus  10  degrees,  changing  the  desired 
course  to  127  degrees  instead  of  117  de- 
grees as  formerly  planned.  Iimnediately 
thereafter,  the  command  for  ascent  over 
overcast  was  given  and  acknowledged  by 
all  airplane  commanders.  After  climbing 
I to  an  altitude  of  8,500  feet  (still  in 
overcast),  the  lead  plane,  piloted  by 
Lieut.  J.K.  Atkinson,  leveled  off  and 
attempted  to  obtain  an  -airspeed  of  145 
miles' per  hour  (cal.)  on  a course  of 
127  degrees.  However,  due  to  icing 
conditions  and  the  altitude,  an  airspeed 
of  145  miles  per  hour  could  not  be  main- 
tained, and  it  was  necessary  to  reduce 
the  airspeed  to  135  miles  per  hour.  Por- 
tTonately,  the  other  planes  of  the  forma- 
tion were  contacted  by  radio  and  inform- 
ed to  reduce  their  speed  accordingly  - 
■ the  second  flight  now  maintained  an  air- 
speed of  125  miles  per  hour. 

Snow  static  interfered  with  radio  com- 
munication at  this  time,  and  it  can 
readily  be  seen  that  communications' will 
often  fail  under  these  conditions.  It 
is  'believed  extremely  important  to  fore- 
see such  conditions  as  not  being  able  to 
maintain  the  airspeed  as  directed  before 
entering  the  overcast  while  communica- 
tion is  definite. 

Throughout  the  flight,  violent  snow 
and  rain  sq'ualls  were  encountered  which 
immediately  broke  all  wing  antenna 
wires,  but  except  for  brief  periods 
while  flying  through  snov/  squalls,  com- 
munication with  all  planes  was  maintain- 
ed. Considerable  ice  was  encountered, 
which  appeared  to  be  a cross  between 
clear  and  rhjmie,  but  the  de-icers  kept 
the  airfoils  practically  free  of  ice. 
Hov/ever,  the  command  antenna  masts  vi- 
brated badly  at  times,  due  to  ice,  and 
it  appears  that  the  de-icer  boots  on 
these- masts  are  not  entirely  satisfacto- 
ry. At  one  time  it  was  necessary  to 
open  the  navigator’s  hatch  and  hit  the 
front  mast  in  order  to  free  it  of  ice. 
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About  ten  miles  north  of  Bakersfield, 
the  formation  broke  out  in  the  clear, and 
both  wing  men  were  about  three  miles ^ 
from  the  lead  plane  on  their  respective 
flanks.  Inasmuch  as  the  second  flight 


had  been  instructed  to  fly  at  reduced  ' 
airspeed,  it  was  about  29  miles  behind, 
but  joined  the  formation  after  it  had 
circled  Bakersfield  for  about  five 
minutes. 
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CELESTIAL  EAVIGATIOM  TEST  BY  88TH  RECOMAIS SAUCE  SQUADRON 
By  the  Hamilton  field  Correspondent 


With  two  B-18’s,  the  88th  Reconnais- 
sance Squadron  of  Hamilton  field,  Calif., 
made  two  flights  across  the  G-ulf  of 
Mexico  to  qualify  flight  personnel  for 
Celestial  Navigation,  the  flight  being 
required  by  the  GHQ  Air  force  as  a final 
test  for  the  course  in  that  subject.  T?/o 
navigators  were  carried  in  each  airplane, 
®ne  performing  the  actual  navigation  of 
the  airplane  and  the  other  doing  a 
follow-the~pilot  type  of  navigation, 
wherein  he  plotted  his  landfall  on  his 
chart  and  computed  his  error  indepexid- 
ently.  The  Squadron  Commander’s  air- 
plane carried >Major  Newton  Longfellow, 
Lieuts.  G.E.  Pierce,  H. f.  Bronson,  Staff 
Sergeant  G.E.  Miller  and  Private,  Ist  j 
Class,  J.C,  Slough.  The  second  E-18  was  ! 
crewed  by  Lieuts.  R.R.  Walker,  A. J. Jones,' 
T.S.  faulkner,  Staff  Sergeant  C.A.  Davis  I 
and  Private,  1st  Class,  S.  Tower.  Major  | 
Longfellow  and  Lieut.  Walker  were  the  ' 
pilots;  Lieuts.  Pierce  and  Jones,  co-  i 
pilots,  and  Lieuts.  Bronson  and  faulkner,! 
navigators.  Staff  Sergeants  Miller  and  i 
Davis  were  the  engineers,  and  Privates 
Slough  and  Tower,  radio  operators. 

The  B-18’s  took  off  at  a 15-minute  in- 
terval from  Hamilton  field  on  the  even- 
ing of  Monday,  March  14th,  and  landed 
at  Kelly  field,  Texas,  via  March  field, 
Calif.,  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  next 
morning,  at  9;00  o’clock,  they  took  off 
separately  and  flew  to  a point  where  the 
28th  parallel  meets  the  coast  of  Texas, 
and  from  there  along  the  parallel  out 
ever  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  a distance 
of  8S8  miles  to  florida,  where  a land- 
fall was  made  on  Tampa.  The  tv/o  naviga- 
tors in  one  crew  had  errors  of  14  and  13 
miles,  while  the  two  navigators  in  the 
other  crew  had  errors  of  6 and  2 miles. 
The  airplanes  landed  at  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard  Station  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, florida,  where  the  six  officers 
and  four  enlisted  men  were  treated  with 
real  southern  hospitality  by  the  citi- 
zens of  that  community. 

On  Thursday  evening,  the  airplanes 
took  off  before  dark  and  sta,rted  west 
over  the  Gulf  again  to  perform  landfalls 
on  the  Texas  coast,  one  aurplane  doing  a 
landfall  on  Corpus  Christ!  a.nd  the  other 
on  Rockport,  Texas.  Both  navigators  of 
one  airplane  made  errors  of  one  mile  on 
Corpus  Christ! , from  where  they  proceed- 
ed to  Kelly  field  to  spend  the  night. 

Tne  navigators  of  the  other  crew  had  er- 
rors of  five  miles  and  one  mile  on  Rock- 
port,  from  T?here  they  flew  to  Randolph 


field,  Texas,  for  the  night. 

The  return  trip  to  Hamilton  field  was 
started  on  friday,  and  both  airplanes 
arrived  safely  home  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, March  19th.  Tlie  flight  totaled 
approximately  5,400  miles  and  was  com- 
pleted in  a little  less  than  five  days, 
the  flying  time  being  about  34  hours. 

The  maintenance  crews  and  radio  tech- 
nicians performed  their  work  efficient- 
ly, and  the  airplanes  functioned  per- 
fectly throug:hout  the  entire  flight. 

Lieut.  Arnold,  Weather  Officer  at 
Kelly  field,  gavo  a forecast  for  the 
eastward  flight  across^ the  Gulf.  He 
predicted  two  fronts  with  the  condi- 
tions along  the  route,  which  proved  to 
be  exactly  as  predicted,  for  the  return 
trip,  Lieut.  Arnold  sent  a telegraphic 
weather  report  to  Major  Longfellow  in 
florida.  Tliis  prediction  was  also  accu- 
rate, and  was  of  considerable  aid  on 
the  westward  crossing  of  the  Gulf. 

The  flying  weather  was  generally  good 
during  the  trip.  However,  on  the  east- 
ward flight  across  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  weather  was  obscured  by  fog  and  the 
sun  played  hide-and-seek  through,  a high 
overcast  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
flight.  Idle  fog  hindered  dead  reckon- 
ing navigation  but  made  reliance  on 
celestial  navigation  a reality,  and  as 
the  resultant  errors  were  v/ell  within 
the  allowable  limits  of  Celestial  Navi- 
gation, the  crews  learned  by  actual 
experience  that  they ^ can  reliably  de- 
pend upon  the  celestial  method  when  it 
is  really  needed. 

-— oOo 

The  Materiel -Division,  Wright  field, 
in  its  material  laboratory  has  recently 
had  insta.lled  a new  supercentrifuge  in 
waich  from  30,000  to  40,000  revolutions 
per  minute  can  be  obtained.  This  is 
about  ten  times  the  speed  of  the  usual 
centrifuge.  It  is  of  all  metal  con- 
struction. Used  for  the  clarification 
of  viscous  liquids,  tests  can^be  congjlet- 
ed  in  about  SOminutos  with  this  labora- 
tory model  which  ordinarily  would  take  a 
day.  Tills  type  centrifuge  is  for  experi- 
mental work  only.  It  consists  principal- 
ly of  a cylinder  about  two  inches  in. 
diameter  and  about  10  to  12  inches  in 
length,  which  fits  in  a compressed  air 
turbo-driven  centrifuge  casing.  With 
the  numerous  tests  performed  in  the  ma- 
terial laboratory,  it  will  be  in  almost 
constant  use. 
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CORDIAL  LETTERS  EROM'  GUATEMIAIJ  REPUBLIC 


In  connection  with  the  recent  raaes 
flight  of  the  13th  Wing, Air  Corps,  from 
the  Panama  Canal  Zone  to  G-uatemala  City, 
Guatemala,  there  are  quoted  helov/  letters 
received  from  the  President  of  that  Re- 
public and  his  Minister  of  foreign  Rela- 
tions, viz: 


"Office  of  the  President 
Republic  of  Guatemala 

Guatemala,  R.  de  Guatemala, 
February  22,  1938. 


I "GOOD  WILL"  FLIERS  TAKE  A BRIEF  REST 
I IE  PAUAiviA  CABAL  ZOBS 

: Sn  route  from  Albrook  Field,  Canal 

I Zone,  the  Air  Corps  flying  field  on  the 
I Pacific  side,  on  the  last  leg  of  their 
return  flight  from  Buenos  Aires,  Argen- 
j tina,  the  six  silver  winged  E-17  combat 
. planes,  commanded  by  Flight  Coranmnder, 

I Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  Olds,  Air  Corps, 

; landed  at  France  Field,  the  Air  Corps 
i flying  field  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  the 
! Canal  Zone,  at  8; 45  a.m, , February  26, 
i 1938, 


Brigadier  General  George  H.  Brett,  | 

Commander  of  the  19th  V/ing,  A.C.,  I 

Albrook  Field,  Canal  Zone.  , j 

Dear  General  Brett:  i 

Your  favor  of  February  16,  1938,  ' 

gives  me  the  opportunity  to  express  once  j 
again  our  pleasure  and  gratification  I 

with  which  your  recent  visit  to  Guatemala  i 
was  received.  i 

This  visit  and  the  cordiality  ex-  i 
tended  towards,  it  by  the  Government  and  ! 
the  people  of  Guatemala  have  been  a de-  j 
monstration  of  the  perfect  'Good  ; 

Beighbor*  relations  which  exist  between  , 

the  two  republics.  , 

I hope  that  in  the  near  future  you  i 
will  be  able  to  make  another  trip  to  i 

Guatemala  ?/hich  will  allow  you  to  become  j 

t more  fullji^  acquainted  with  this  country.  ! 
I have  the  honor  to  remain,  ! 

Yours  very  truly,  j 

(Sig.)  JORGE  UBICO. " 


"Office  Foreign  Relations  j 

Guatemala  i 

Central  America  : 

Guatemala,  Republic  of  Guatemala  i 

February  21,  1938.  j 

Dear  General  Brett:  ! 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  re-  j 
ceipt  of  your  favor  of  February  16,  1938;  j 
the  kind  thoughts  expressed  therein  have 
been  most  gra,tifying  to  me.  | 

Lliile  acloiowl edging  this  letter  I am  j 
taking  the  opportunity  to  assure  youthat  | 
it  was  a great  satisfaction  for  tLie  Guate- 
malan Goveriiment  as  well  as  for  me  x^er son- 
ally  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  you, the 
dignified  representative  of  the  Air  Corps 
of  the  U.S,  Army,  and  of  your  distinguish- 
ed officers. 

We  shall  always  remember  the  pleasant 
visit  with  which  the  squadron  under  your 
command  has  favored  us;'  may  I express 
most  cordial  admiration  for  your  uerson- 
nel  who,  to  be  sure,  have  made  many  | 

friends  in  Guatemala, who  always  will  re-  ! 
. member  the  kindness  of  the  General  and  ! 
) the  officers  of  the  19th  Vifing. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  I 

Very  truly  yours,  i 

(Sig.)  CARLOS  SALAZAR  I 
Brigadier  General  Geo.  H.  Brett, 

19tH  Wing,  A.C. 

Albrook  Field,  Canal  Zone." 


The  six  formidable  flying  fortresses 
stopped  at  France  Field  for  the  re^lar 
40-hour  periodic  check  and  inspection  to 
be  made  by  the  Paxiama  Air  Depot  prior  to 
the  take-off  for  Langley  Field,  Va.  Dur- 
ing the  20-hour  stopover,  such  repairs 
as  were  required  v/ere  accomplished,  the 
entire  personnel  of  the  Panama  Air  Depot 
remaining  on  "Alert  Call." 

The  Flight  took  off  from  Frarice  Field 
at  6:31  a.m-.,  Sunday  morning,  February 
27,  1938,  for  a non-stop  flight  to 
Langley  Field. 

As  a compliment  to  the  officers  of  the 
South  American  Flight,  a reception  and 
dance  was  held  at  the  Officers’  Club  at 
FravUce  Field  on  Saturday  night,  February 
36  th. 


Satisfied  to  rest  for-  a snort  while  on 
the  laurels  of  their  record  flight  to 
the  middle  of  South  America,  the  six 
Army  B-17’s  paused  on  the  return  flight 
for  a two-day  visit  at  the  two  Canal 
Zone  air  fields.  The  crews,  who  spoke 
glowingly  of  the  cordial  hospitality 
shown  them  by  the  South  American  coun- 
tries thej'"  visited,  were  welcomed  in  the 
Canal  Zone  with  a party  given  by  the 
Albrook  Field  Officers'  Club,  followed 
by  one  at  France  Field  the  next  night. 
Early  the  morning  after  they  took  to  the 
air  again  on  the  non-stop  flight  to 
Langley  Field. 

With  an  international  acclaim  herald- 
ing this  latest  Air  Corps  achievement,  a 
highly  interested  and  excited  assemblage 
of  military  personnel  and  civilians  had 
gathered  at  Albrook  Field  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  the  huge  Bombers  to  witness 
an  armada  never  before  seen  over  the 
Isthmian  Republic. 

The  four -motored  giants  winged  into 
view  from  the  east,  wheeled  overhead  in 
echelon,  beating  the  air  with  quiet  omin- 
ous thunder,  circled  the  field  to  land, 
and  glided  in  turn  onto  the  field  with 
the  agility  of  Pursuit  planes. 

The  planes  were  parked  on  the  line, and 
the  spectators  were  afforded  a good  view 
of  the  triumphantly  resting  squat  mon-' 
sters.  Above  the  cockpit  of  each,  a 
small  United  States  flag  Waved  greeting. 

Mechanics  swarmed  under  the  win^s, 
blocked  the  wheels  against  the  stifi  dry 
season  breese,  and  proudly  the  new  birds 
of  war  stood  for  inspection. 

(Continued  on  Page  6 ). 
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EXCELLENT  SERVICE  RECORD  OE  0-46A  PLANE 


COlimCT  AWARD  EOR  AIRPLANE  PARTS 


"Vfe  •yoTingsters'  in  the  Air  Corps," 
says  the  Mitchel  Eield  Correspondent, 
"hear  many  tales  from  the  older  troopers 
aLout  the  devotion  of  a man  for  his 
horse,  and  vice  versa,  especially  a,s  ex- 
enplified  so  often  hy  mounted  soldiers. 

We -pay  due  respect  to  these  tales,  Nut 
sometimes  we  wonder  if  there  isn’t  some- 
thing to  he  said,  too,  for  the  ooedience, 
response,  and  attentiveness  to  duty  dis- 
played by  the  flyer's  basic  item  of 
equipment  - the  airplane. 

0-46A  type  airplane.  Air  Corps  No.  35- 
172,  field  number  103,  assigned  to  the 
97th  Observation  Squadron  (Corps  & Army) 
at  the  Mitchel  Eield  Air  Base,  has  been  i 
tra-nsf erred  to  the  Middletown  Air  Depot,  | 
Penna. , for  its  first  major  overhaul  and  i 


The  Honorable  Louis  Johnson,  Acting 
Secretary  of  War,  announced  on  March 
25th  the  award  of  two  contracts  to  the 
Douglas  Aircraft  Company,  Inc. , 

(Northrop  Division),  El  Segundo , Calif., 
for  the  procurement  of  spare  parts  for 
Northrop  Attack  type  airplanes  in  the 
total  cUBOunt  of  $210,741.71. 

These  spare  parts  are  for  delivery  at 
Air  Corps  depots  and  at  stations  whose 
tactical  units  are  equipped  with  A-17A 
■Atta.ck  Planes.  These  spares  are  to  be 
used  as  normal  replacements  incident  to 
routine  maintenance. 

oOo 


(I 


D.E.C.  AWARDED  TO  LIEUT.  BOUSIiEI 


for  a conterrpla.ted  transfer  to  the 
Hawaiian  Department.  | 

'102'  was  originally  flown  in  July,  i 
1936,  at  the  Douglas  factory  at,  Santa  1 
Monica,  Calif.,  by  Ca-ptainR.G.  Harris,  } 
Air  Corps.  She  was  ferried  to  tne  East  | 
Coast  by  1st  Lieut.  'W.M.  Prince,  Air  j 
Corps,  in  September,  and  during  the  next 
seventeen  months  completed  1119:05  hours  I 
of  flying  time.  Exactly  forty  pilots  i 
were  instrumental  in  the  compilation  of  i 
this  figure,  and  their  army  raiiks  ranged  i 
from  Elying  Cadets  and  a flying  Warrant  I 
Officer  through  each  successive  stage  to  j 
Colonel.  Both  the  Base  Commander  and  j 

the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  9th  Bomi-  j 
bardraent  Group,  GHQ  Air  Force,  flew  this  | 
ship.  She  carried  four  successful  yet  j 
inadequate  R-1535-7  'Wasp'  engines  to  the! 
overha.ul  shops.  Never  a,'n  itinerant  j 

being  by  nature,  she  did  get  on  a cross-  | 
country  to  Texas  last  fall  and  made  sev-  ' 
eral  trips  to  Florida  and  return.  She  ! 
was  nursed  and  tended  by  seven  crew  | 

chiefs  in  each  grade  from  Private,  1st  i 
Class,  AM  2nd  Class,  to  Staff  Sergeant,  j 
The  first  was  Sergeant  A.  Spade;  the  j 
last,  Staff  Sergeant  A.  Pollack.  Inso-  j 
far  as  personnel  is  concerned,  her  most  j 
permanent  fixtiire  was  Technical  Sergeant  | 
H.  Skaggs,  flight  chief  from  September,  | 
1936,  to  date  of  transfer.  She  perform-  j 
ed  a total  of  858  missions  and,  a,l though 
the  actual  nunber  of  different  t^^^pes  of  i 
missions  was  not  determined,  let  it  be  1 
said  to  the  credit  of  ’102*  that  'she  i 
comp?.eted  all  the  Corps  & Army  missions 
she _ was  called  upon  to  do’  in  a manner 
befitting  aiiy  good  soldier.  Her  accom- 
plishments may  be  viewed  as  a result  of 
her  own  inlierent  characteristics,  plus 
the  technical  and  tactical  efficiency  of 
the  men  who  tended  her.  " 

oOo  — 


General  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  announce  the  av/ard  of 
the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  to  2nd 
Lieut.  Homer  A.  Boushey,  Jr.,  Air  Corps, 
"For  heroism  'and  extraordinary  achieve- 
ment v;hile  participating  in  an  aerial 
flight  on  October  5,  1936,  near  Fort 
Lewis,  Washington.  ’/Sfliile  descending 
from  an  altitude  performance  flight  in 
a nev/  type  airplane,  a structural  fail- 
ure in  the  aircraft  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  both  ailerons,  thereby  causing  the 
airplane  to  go  out  cf  control  temporari- 
ly. After  a descent  of  about  2,000  feet/l 
Lieutenant  Boushey,  the  pilot,  motioned  \ 
to  his  mechanic  to  jump  and  then,  by 
skillful  use  of  the  remaining  controls 
and  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  bronght  the 
disabled  airplane  to  a safe  landing.  The 
courage,  Boland  judgment,  and  skill  dis- 
played by  Lieutenant  Boushey  resulted  in  i 
great  monetary  savings  to  the  Government 
and  made  possible  an  engineering  study 
of  the  structural  failure  of  this  new 
type  airplane." 

— — oOo 


CHANGE  IN  COMMANDERS  AT  KELLY  FIELD 


^Bids  were  recently  opened  at  Wright 
Field,  Ohio,  for  short-range  amiphibian 
airplanes,  the  bids  based  on  quantities 
of  from  one  to  fifty.  The  Grumman  Air- 
craft Corporation,  Bethpage,  Long  Island,: 
proved  to  be  the  only  bidder. 

— -oOo 


An ' outstanding  event  at  the  Advanced 
Elying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  re- 
cently, was  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Frank 
D.  Lackland,  Air  Corps,  the  new  Command- 
ant, who  succeeded  Brigadier  General 
Arnold  N.  Krogstad.  Colonel  Lackland  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  School  Commandant  on 
Saturday,  March  12,  1938.  General 
Krogstad,  commanding  the  field,  was  ex- 
pected to  depart  from  Kelly  Eield  on 
March  25th  for  his  new  assignment  and 
duties  as  Wing  Comn^ander  cf  the  Second 
Wing,  GEQ  Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va. 
..»_o0o 


Major  General  0.  Westover,  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  made  a brief  stop  at 
Kelly  Field",  Texas,  on  the  evening  of 
March  11th,  to  confer  with  Brigadier 
General  Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  Commandant 
of  the  Advanced  Flying'  School,  on  i;'5at- 
ters  pertaining  to  the  Air  Corps.  Gener- 
al Y^e stover  then  departed  in  an  A-17 
plane  for  Randolph  Field,  Texas. 
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RETIHEMMT  OE  M "OLD-TIMER"  IIJ  ARIff  AVIATION 
By  the  March  Field  Correspondent 


Master  Sergeant  Carl  T,  Hale,  Air 
Corps,  who  retired  on  February  28th, last, 
completed  over  thirty  years'  service  in 
the  United  States  Army,  including  two 
years'  double  timefor  foreign  service. 

He  was  born  on  February  18,  1887,  at 
Sparta,  Mo.,  and  would  have  us  believe 
that  he  was  reared  down  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains  where  the  owls  and  chickens 
are  friends  and  roost  on  the  same  edge 
of  the  flour  barrel,  and  where  the  town 
is  so  small  that  you  have  to  swing  in  on 
a vine. 

Beginning  his  military  career  on  Janu- 
ary 28,  1910,  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  he 
spent  his  recruit  days  at  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, Mo.,  and  shortly  thereafter  he 
was  assigned  to  Company  "H, " Signal 
Corps,  at  Fort  Omahaj  Neb.,  his  first 
love.  He  remained  with  this  organiza- 
tion until  he  was  transferred  to  duty 
in  Alaska,  where  he  arrived  in  July, 1910, 
and  was  assigned  to  station  at  "Kotlik," 
located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Y'ukon  River. 
His  duties  were  that  of  engineer  and  op- 
erator of  a wireless  station  for  boats 
arriving  and  departing  in  the  days  be- 
fore radio  communication  was  perfected. 
The  nearest  neighboring  town  in  those 
) days  was  St.  Michael,  eighty  miles  from 
civilization.  After  two  years  of  duty 
in  Alaska,  Sergeant  Hale,  in  July, 1912, 
was  again  assigned  to  Fort  Omaha,  Neb. , 
where  he  remained  until  September  of  the 
same  year.  It  was  in  that  month  that 
the  aeronautical  career  of  Master  Ser- 
geant _ Hale  began. 

Having  joined  the  Aviation  Section, 
Signal  Corps,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
College  Park,  Md..,  and  there  was  born 
the  first  organization  of  our  present 
Air  Corps.  This  organization  at  first 
consisted  of  ten  officers  and  sixteen 
enlisted  men,  the  equipment  being  three 
Curtiss  and  three  Wright  pusher  planes. 

In  the  fall  of  1912,  the  College  Park 
School  was  moved  to  Augusta,  Ga. , for 
the  winter  period,  but  in  February, 1913, 
It  was  moved  to  Texas  City,  Texas,  the 
purpose  being  to  provide  aviation  for 
the  ground  troops.  In  the  summer  of 
that  year,  the  operating  personnel  at 
Texas  City  was  moved  to  San  Diego, 

Calif.,  leaving  behind  a small  detach- 
ment to  continue  aeronautical  work  with 
troops. 

The  year  1914  saw  the  concentration 
of  Arn^  aviation  training  activities  in 
the  United  States  at  San  Diego.  It  was 
in  1914,  said  Sergeant  Hale,  that  the. 
old  tj^e  planes  then  in  use  were  dis- 
I carded  and  the  famous  "Jennie"  or  Curtiss 
JN  was  introduced  in  the  Army. 


of, the  Air  Corps.  In  July,  1915,  this 
organization  was  ordered  to  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahoma,  for  duty.  In  October,  the 
Squadron  was  transferred  to  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  says 
Sergeant  Hale,  that  this  trip  was  the 
first  overland  movement  of  the  then  ex- 
isting Air  Service.  The  distance  of  500 
miles  was  covered  in  six  days  - then  con- 
sidered record  time,  but  quite  in  con- 
trast to  our  present  methods,  of  transfer 
which  requires  but  three  hours  .by  air 
over  the  same  route.  "It  v/asn't  long 
thereafter,"  he  continued,  "that  we 
again  moved,  and  this  time  to  the  Mexi-r 
can  Border,  where  we  remained  until  the 
beginning  of  the  world  war. " 

It  was  in  November,  1915,  that  Ser- 
geant Hale  was  returned  to  San  Diego, 
and  when  the  2nd  Aero  Squadron  was  or- 
ganized in  January,  1916,  he  was  assign- 
ed thereto.  Later,  however,  when  this 
Squadron  departed  for  service  in  the 
Philippines  - being  the  first  aviation 
squadron  to  travel  to  the  Islands  - Ser- 
geant Hale  did  not  accompany  it  but  re- 
mained in  San  Diego  v/ith  a school  squad- 
ron. It  was  at  this  School  that  "Pop 
Hale,"  as  he  is  affectionately  sailed, . 
received  his  first  instruction  in  flying 
and  how  to  become  a "flier,"  as  he  puts 
it.  The  airplane  used  for  instruction 
purposes  in  those  days  was  called  the 
"Martin  T.T."  It  was  the  only  one  of 
that  type  and,  incidentally,  the  last 
one.  "I  learned  to  fly  after  a fashion," 
says  Pop,  "but  quit  handling  the  con- 
trols to  trouble-shoot  these  babies  in- 
stead. " 

Among  the  stations  at  which  Sergeant 
Hale  saw  service  were  Kelly  Field, Texas; 
Mather  Field,  Calif. ; Honolulu,  Hawaii; 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  and  March  Field, 

Calif.  He  has  to  his  credit  26  years' 
service  with  Army  aviation.  He  has  been 
a noncommissioned  officer  for  24  years, 
and  has  held  the  grade  of  Master  Ser- 
geant for  over  20  years.  He  is  married 
and  has  two  children  - a married 
daughter  and  a grown  son.  He  will  make 
his  home  temporarily  in  the  City  of 
Riverside,  Calif. 

Y/ith  the  exception  of  his  first  enlist- 
ment, Sergeant  Hale’s  entire  service  has 
been  connected  with  Army  aviation.  We 
asked  him  about  his  greatest  thrill  in 
the  service,  and  he  replied;  "On  a cross- 
country in  February,  1914.-  seven  hours, 
fifteen  minutes  in  the  air  with  Lieut. 

B.Q.  Jones  (now  Colonel,  Air  Corps)  as 
pilot.  Corporal  Howser  and  myself  as  pass- 
engers. Lieut.  Jones  was  flying  an  old 
Burgess  Wright,  equipped  with  a Renault 


In  April,  1915,  the  First  Aero  Squadron  engine,  7 type.  YYe  were  three  thousand 
organized,  _ under  the  command  I feet  in  the  air,  and  Corporal  Howser  and 
First  Lieut.  Benjamin  D.  Foulois,  now  ! myself  were  taking  turns  riding  on  the. 
Major  General,  U.  S.A.  , Retired,  who,  up  I cowling  trying  to  put  out  a fire  which 
to  a little  over  two  years  ago,  was  Chief  I had  started  in  the  motor.  Thanks  to 
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fire  extinguishers,  T/e  finally  put  out_ 
the  fire.  It  must  he  rememhered  tha.t  in 
those  days  we  had  no  such  contraption  as  i 
a parachute,  and  ?/e  had  to  ride  it  out 
with  the  good  Lord  and  Eis  arms  aroimd  1 
us.  T/e  landed  .safelv,  hut  iu  sticks  out  ^ 
as  the  biggest  thrill  I ever  received.  '*  ! 

Reminiscing,  hack  over  the  years  when  ; 
our  present  Air  Corps  was  just  heginning  j 
to  crawl,  Sergeant  Hale  recalls  very'.vi™  i 
vidly  some  of  - our  trail  blazers,  .such  a,s  j 
General  Roulois,  previously  mentioned;  j 
Lieut.  H.H.  Arnold,  now  Brigadier  Gener-  j 
al  and  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps;  | 
Lieut,  Roy  G,  Kirtland,  now  Colonel,  Air  j 
Corps  (Inspector  General* s- Department) ; ! 

Corporal  V.L.  Burge,  now  Lieut.  Colonel,  i 
Air  Corps,  and  also  the  first  enlisted  i 
pilot  of  the  Air  Service;  Private  Williami 
C.  Ocker,  now  Lieut,  Colonel,  Air  -Corps;  ! 
Lieut.  Prank  P.  Lanm,  now  Colonel,  Air  ' | 

Corps,  a-lso  the  first  Commanding  General  i 
of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center;  and  ; 
Private  L.D.  Bradsnaw, -now  Warrant  Offi-  | 


AIR  CORPS  SOLDIER  COffifflDED  FOR  BRAVERY 


cer,  U.  S.  Armj’-,  a.hd  arng,  airplane  pilot. 


Asked  v/hat  he '.thought  of  the  progress 
of  aviation  today  as'  compared  with  'ihat 
of  1912,  "Pop”  replied:-  "Plenty .brother, 
we  are  still  in  the  experimental  stage. 
The  present  day  aircraft  ?dll  he  about 


In  .an  order  issued  at  Ba.rksdale  Field, 
La.^  on  March  16,-  1938,  Brigadier  Gener- 
al F.  L,  Martin,  Air  Corps,  Commanding 
the  Third  Wing,  GIIQ  Air  Force,  highly 
commended  Private  John  K.  Gahr,  Air 
Corps,  for  bravery  during  an  aircraft 
accident.-  Tiiis  order  reads  as  follows;. 

"1.  At  10.;  15  a.m. , Saturday,  January' 
22,  1938,  Lieutenant 'David  B. Lancaster j'  ■ 
Air  Reserve,  as  pilot,  with  Private,  Air 
Mechanic  2nd . Class, Jolm  K.  Gahr,  6830668,. 
'Rad.  Opr) , 90th  Attack  Squadron,  GHQ  . 
Air  Force,  as  passenger,  had  a major  air.-., 
plane  accident’  at  Chapman  Fieldj  Miami, 
Florida.  Lieutenant  Lancaster  was  .in- 
jured around  the  face  and,  knocked  uncon- 
scious at  the  time.  Private  Gahr,-  while, 
not  inj-ured  was  dazed  and  badly  dha.keli . ; 
up.  ■ Tlie  airplane  ..was  smoking  and  in  a 
severely  damaged  - condition.  Disregard-' 
ing  ''t.he  extreme  danger  of  fire,  Private’ 
Gahr  rushed  immediately  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  helpless  jjilot  and  succeed- 
ed in  removing  him  from  the  wreckage  and 
f-urther  danger . This  quick  action  on 
his. part  elici'ted  universal  praise  from 
the ■ personnel  present  at  the  scene  of 


as  much  out  . of  date  five  year's  from  now 


as  they  were  in  the  old  days.  Airplanes 
of  tomorrow  will  not  only  be  twice  as 
large  as  they  are  today,  but  ?/ill  asc-end 
twice  as  hign  also." 

Eeedles.s  to  .'say,  Sergeant  Hale*s 
knowledge  of  the  ma,ny  difficult  duties 
which  he  has  performed,  and  his  tact  in 
dealing  with  aeronautical  problems  are 
characteristic  of  the  high  standards . of 
efficiency  of  this  soldier,.  Throughout 
his  service  he  has  always  been  high  in 
the  esteem  of  all  his  superiors!  His 
loyalty  and  attention  to  duty,,  tbgetlier 
with  his  excellent  record,  is  most  com- 
mendable, and  should  be  aii  inspiration  • 
and  an  example  to  all  enlisted,  men. 

May  the  ensiling  years  of  a v/e  11 -earned 
retirement  give  you  satisfaction  in  knom^- 
ing  that  you,  in  a measure,  helped  to- ■ . . 

blaze  the  trail  of  aviation.  Your  tire-  j 
less  devotion  to  duty,  your  considera-  i 
tion  for  those  mider  you,  and  your  cheer-' 
fulness,  will  al?/a.ys  endear  you  to  your 
many  friends,  and  which  won  for  you  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  everyone  with 
whom  you  came  in  contact. 

■ Many  happy  lan-dings,  Old  Timer! 

--_o0o— 


"2.  The  Wing  Commander  desires  .to  ex- 
press his  pride  and  satisfaction  in  the 
splendid  action  of  Private  Ga.hr,  who  by 
his  total  disregard'  for  personal  safety 
exe-mplified  the  highest  tradition  of 
the  service-, 

"3.  This  order  ivill  be  read  to.  all  or- 
ganizations of  this  comma-nd  at  the  next 
formation  and  a copy  posted  on  all  unit 
bulletin  boards. " 

— — oOo—  . ..  ' 


^ood  Wy.!"  Fliers  in  Pan^a 

'XSonBi  nueTTromT%g0‘'3~)T^ 


Wright  Field  loses  an  unusimlly  large 
number  of  its  officers  this  year  to  the 
Army  I.n.dustrial  College.  This  number  so 
far  amounts  to 'seven.  Usually,  not  more 
than  three  officers  are  chosen  to  report 
for  this  d.uty.  ' 'Those  who  are  scheduled 
to  pursue  the  course  of  instruction  at 
the'  Army  Industrial  College  for  the  next 
school  year  are  Majors  H,Z,  Bogert,  F.S. 
Borum,  E,  T.  Kennedy,  R.W,  Propst,  Capts. 
J.F.  'Connell,  L.C.  Craigie.  and  G.S. 
Irvine, 


And.  then,  all  faces  turned  Invol'unta- 
rily  toward  the  south  end  of  the  field 
as  8.  discordant  rasp  of  two  .motors  an- 
nounced a lone  B-6  Bomber  warming  up,  A 
leader  of  many  a proud  review  over 
Albrook  Field,  in  former  days,  swarmed 
over  by  admiring  crowds  at  Few  Orleans 
a few  years  pre'vious,  it  now  justifies 
its  remaining  servic-e  by  occasional  mos- 
quito dusting  along  the  banks  of  the 
Canal.  As  it  waddled  toward  the  take- 
off end  of  the  field,  its  migainly  lines 
e'voked  from  the  spectators  many  smiles 
of  coinparison.  The  pilot  opened  the 
throttle;  two  venerable  Cyclones  corigh- 
ed,  spat  eut  tne  sudden  charge  of  gas, 
and  the  outmoded  Bomber  broke  into  a 
snarl  of  senile  defiance  as  it  took  the 
air  for  its,  home  airdrome. 

-—oOo  — 

Master-  Sei’geant  John  Dolan,  44th  Recon- 
naissance gauadron,  Albrook  Field,  Canal 
Zone,  was-  p.Xaced  on  the  retired  list  on 
March  31,  1938,  and  advanced  on  the  re- 
tired list  to  a 1st  Lieutenant,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress, 
approved  May  7,  1932. 
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. REGORB  ATTEWHANCE  AT  TRAINING  CENTER 
f By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  the  largest  class 
to  hegin  flying  instruction  after  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Primary  and  Advanced 
Plying  Schools,  entered  Brooks  Pield  in 
September,  1924,  and  consisted  of  287 
students. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center  and  up  until  the 
time  that  Randolph  Pield  was  occupied, 
the  largest  class  cf  Primary  students 
entered  in  the  fall  of  1929.  Of  these 
students,  132  entered  March  Pield  and 
145  entered  Brooks  Pield,  or  a total  of 
277  students  for  the  two  schools. 

Up  until  the  past  year,  the  largest 
class  entering  Randolph  Pield  consisted 
of  220  students.  This  class  entered  in 
November  of  1931. 


The  class  which  entered  Randolph 
Pield  in  October,^  1937,  (284)  was  the 
largest  class  to  begin  flying  training 
since  the  organization  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center  and  was  just  three  stu- 
dents. short  of  the  previous  record- 
breaking  class. 

As  of  March  23,  1938,  there  are  641 
students  present  in  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  divided  as  indicated  in  the 
table  which  appears  below. 

By  comparison  with  the  above  figures., 
it  can  readily  be  seen  that  the  present 
class  is  considerably  larger  than  any 
which  h8.s  entered  previously.  It  is 
also  expected  that  there  will  be  an 
even  greater  number  of  students  in  the 
Training  Center  in  July,  1938,  than 
there  are  at  present. 

The  figures  given  below  show  students 
present  in  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center 
as  of  March  23,  1938: 


Primary 

Basic 

Advanced 

Total 

Regular  Army  Officers 

20 

73 

2 

95 

National  Guard  Officers 

9 

0 

0 

9 

Poreign  Officers 

0 

0 

6 

6 

Plying  Cadets 

339 

99 

93 

531 

TOTALS 

368 

172 

101 

641 

Students  estimated  to  be 
present  in  July,  1938 

• 344 

228 

155 

727 

in  Oct, , 1938 

344 

213 

205 

762 

oOo 


'iTHEN  THE  31ST  BOIvffiARDM®  SQUADRON  MOVED  TO  HICKAM  PIELD 


January  20,  1938,  at  Hamilton  Pield, 
Calif. , dawned  bright  and  clear,  the 
first  good  flying  day  in  three  weeks. 
Everyone  in  the  31st  was  eager  to  be 
flying,  and  consequently  all  planes  were 
in  the  air. 

Then,  at  1:30  p.m.  , occurred  the  inci- 
dent which  changed  all  our  preconceived 
plans.  Major  Taylor  was  contacted  by  ■ 
radio  and  ordered  to  laud  immediately. 
Pifteen  minutes  later  all  other  planes 
in  turn  received  the  same  message.  As 
per sonnel _ reached  the  ground,  they  were 
greeted  withthe  news  that  this  Squadron 
was  packing _ immediately  to  move  as  a 
complete  unit  to  the  Air  Corps* . newest 
and  largest  airdrome  - Hickam  Pield  - 
sailing  on  the  U.S.  Army  Transport 
REPUBLIC  at  noon  on  Pebruary  1st,  only 
eight  days  away. 

Needless  to  say,  the  first  result  was 
considerable  consternation  on  the  part 
of  everyone  - some  wanted  to  go,  some 
didn’t,  and  the  remainder  were  unmoved. 
Then,  too,  there  was  considerable  to  do 


! and  one  wondered  if  it  could  be  done  in 
I time. 

The  first  problem  was  to  determine  who 
I would  go;  30  officers  and  180  enlisted 
j men  were  required  and  the  31st  did  not 
I have  this  entire  number  available,  due 
1 to  recent  foreign  service  periods  and 
I reenlistment  difficulties.  Yifithin  24 
i hours,  the  Squadron  Commander  completed 
jhis  organisation,  having  the  entire  ros- 
1 ter  of  Hamilton  Pield  from  which  to 
I choose. 

1 . Packing,  of  course,  had  begun  immedi- 
! ately.  Officers  and  noncommissioned  of- 
ficers* furnishings  were  called  for  the 
next  morning,  and  a crew  of  carpenters 
and  Quartermaster  helpers  went,  to  work 
in  earnest.  Some  seventy  families. to 
1 pack  was  no  small  order,  nor  was  this 
j by  any  means  the  largest  order  to  be 
[filled.  All  Squadron  property  for  this 
I full  strength  unit  had  to  be  assembled 
j and  crated  - Quartermaster  property, 
Ordnance,  technical  equipment  - every- 
■ thing  that  a combat  organization  would 
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require  to  operate  a nev/  post. 

A host  of  incidental  items  had  to  be 
crowded  into  the  alread^^  well  filled 
v/orking  hours.  New  personal  equipment 
to  be  drawn.  Air  Corps  and  personal 
equipment  to  be  txirned  in  or  exchanged, 
physical  exams,  discharges  and  reenlist- 
ments completed,  rosters  prepared,  pa- 
rental consent  to  foreign  service  duty 
for  many  minors  had  to  be  sec-ired.  ifinal- 
ly,  all  fux-nishings  and  equipment  were 
taken  to  the  dock,  cars  were  delivered 
for  transport,  and  the  Squadron  was 
ready  for  embarking. 

Noon  February  1st  saw  us  taking  our 
last  look  at  the  Americc,n  mainland  and 
beginning  our  voyage  for  Hawaii.  Regard- 
ing the  trip,  little  was  unusual  except 
the  rough  weather  at  the  start  which  made 
seasick  victims  of  many,  including  the 
Naval  passengers.  The'  latter  part  of  the 
trip,  however,  was  calm,  and  so  Honolulu 
Harbor  arrived  on  our  starboa.rd  side  on 
February  8th,  as  sclied-uled. 

Again  the  rush  to  disembark,  clear  the 
customs,  and  find  suitable  living  quar- 
ters. Concerning  the  first  activities 
of  the  Squadron,  the  tent  city  for  the 
men,  arrival  of  the  disassembled  a,ir- 
plenes,  and  early  changes  in  the  organi- 
zation there  will  be  more  later.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  everybe^^  is  enjoying  the 
weather,  but  few  like  the  looks  of  all 
the  fatigue  work  to  be  done,  incident  to 
establishing  a new  Air  Base  along  with 
regular  squadron  work  on  a full  sched- 
ule. 

oOo 


1st  Lieut.  William  M.  Canterbury,  from 
the  Philippine  Department. 

1st  Lieut.  Albert  T.  Wilson,  Jr.,  and 
2nd  Lieut.  Carl  Swyter,  from  March 
Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  A.  Legg,  from  the 
Panama  Canal  Department. 

Airplane  Maintenance  Engineering  Course 


(■ 


1st  Lieuts.  Paul  T.  Hanley,  Elvin  S. 
Ligon,  Lawson  S.  Moseley,  Jr.,  Wilson 
H.  Neal  and  2nd  Lieut.  Clair  L.  V/ood, 
from  March  Field,  Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  John  J.  Morrow,  from  Hamil- 
ton Field,  Calif. 

Ist  Lieuts,  John  M.  Hutchison,  Millard 
C.  Ncung,  from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y, 

1st  Lieut.  Paul  G.  Miller  and  2nd  Lieut. 

Harry  Coursey,  from  Langley  Field, Va. 
2nd  Lieuts.  Lester  S.  Harris  and  Arnold 
T.  Johnson,  from  Selfridge  Field, Mich. 
— — oOo 


STATION  ASSIGNMENTS  OF  GRADUATES  OF 
COi^vlAND  Al'fL  GE1H:EAL  STAFF  SCHOOL 


Six  Air  Corps  officers,  now  on  duty 
as  students  at  the  Coimiand  and  General 
Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
ere  relieved  from  this  assignment  and 


duty,  effective  upon  the  completion  of 
their  present  course  of  instruction  and 
assigned  to  dutj 


( 


OFFICERS  ASSIGNED  TO  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 


Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department,  | 
recently  issued,  direct  the  following-  j 

named  Air  Corps  officers  to  report  next  i 
fa.ll  for  duty  as  students  in  1938-1939  ! 

courses  of  instruction  a,B  indicated  be-  i 
low:  i 

DENVER  BRANCH,  AIR  CORPS  TECHl.UGAL  SCHOOL  j 
Pho tographic  Course  I 

1st  Lieut . ' Davia  Eutchi son,  from  j 


.y  at  the  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions as  indicated  below,  viz: 

To  March  Field,  Calif.:  Major  Eugene 
L,’  Eubank. 

To  Langley/'  Field,  Va.;  Majors  John  W. 
Monahan j Frederick  V/.  Evans  and  Theodore 
J.  Koenig. 

To  Selfridge  Field.  Mich, ; Major  Harold 
H,  George. 

To  Barksdale  Field.  La. ; Major  Younger 

A.^itts. 

— -oOo 


THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  LABORATORY  TRAILER 


Selfridge  Field,  Mich, 

Armam.8nt  Course 

1st  Lieut.  Clifford  H.  Rees,  2nd  Lieuts. 
William  F,  Day,  Jr. , and  Joseph  3. 
Stanley,  from  Langley  Field,  Va. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Eugene  Brecht,  Jr.,  and 
Harold  L.  Neely,  from  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich. 

2nd  Lieut.  Clayton  B.  -Claasen,  from 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 


AIR  CORPS  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL,  CHi^xNUTS  FIELD 
Communications  Course 
2nd  Lieuts”.  HaroraT7~Kr eider  and  Ray- 
mond. P.  Todd,  from  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich. 

2nd  Lieuts,  Jose;ph  D.  Lee,  Jr.,  Glenn  C. 
Thompson  and  Richaxd  C.  Tfeller,  from 
Langley  Field,  Va. 

2nd  Lieut.  Seward  1.  Hulse,  Jr. , from 
Chanute  Field,  111. 


A Photographic  Board  met  at  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  March  8th,  to 
study  the  photographic  laboratory 
trailer  with  a view  to  its  standardiza- 
tion for  the  National  Guard  and  Regular 
Army  service.  The  photographic  labora?^ 
tory  trailer  was  developed  by  the  Ma- 
teriel Division  for  the  purpose  of  the 
accomplishment  of  quick  development  and 
printing  of  photOi^raphic  negatives  in 
the  field.  The  officers  in  conference 
on  this  Board  were  Major  George  W. 
Goddard,  of  the  Materiel  Division; 
Captain  H.K.  Baisley,  of  Bolling  Field, 
D.C.;  Lieut.  J.F.  Tnonipson,  of  Fort 
Knox,  Ky. , and  Lieut.  W.M.  Prince  of 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

oOo- — 
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Upon  the  completion  of  his  present 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala., 
Major  D9lm.ar  H.  Dun  ton,  Air  Corps,  is 
assigned  to  duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 
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LESSONS  FEOM  THE  WAR  IN  SPAIN 


The  March-April  issue  of  Ariw  Ordnance 
carries  the  translation  f roin “the  TtaXiaxi 
of  an  article  "by  Lieut.  Colonel  Emilio 
Canevari,  Infantry  Reserve,  Italian  Army, 
who  saw  service  therein  from  1908  to 
1934,  and  who  is  the  author  of  VaZ’ious 
articles  on  military  topics,  ^n  the  ar- 
ticle now  under  discussion,  headed  “Fore- 
casts from  the  War  in  Spain, “ he  points 
out  the  lessons  to  he  learned  from  this 
war  based  on  technical  and  tactical  ex- 
perience. 

Stating  that  the  ever  increasing  com- 
plexity of  warfare  makes  the  employment 
of  strongly  led  and  highly  trained  troops 
absolutely  in^erative,  he  asserts  that 
only  such  troops  possess  the  ability  to 
take  the  offensive  and  to  maneuver.  Has- 
tily constituted  levies  may  be  capable 
of  defending  themselves  in  trenches  or 
behind  wallSj  but  if  one  wishes  to  im- 
pose one's  will  upon  the  enemy,  that  is, 
to  proceed  either  to  the  offensive  or 
the  maneuvering  defensive,  it  immediate- 
ly becomes  necessary  to  possess  troops 
of  high  professional  standards  and  of  a ! 
strongly  developed  military  spirit.  i 

There  should  be  no  illusion  on  this  | 

point.  7/ith  mere  “enthusiasm"  it  is  im-  j 
possible  to  maneuver  and  to  win.  At  best, 
one  can  only  defend  one's  self,  and  this 
at  the  cost  of  heavy  and  unnecessary 
loss. 

Touching  on  the  en^Dlo^Tnent  of  aircraft 
in  the  Spanish  War,  Colonel  Canevari 
says: 

"Great  care  is  necessary  in  drawing  i 
conclusions  from  the  use  of  aircraft  in  j 
this  civil  war  and  applying  them  unhesi-  i 
tatingly  to  a possible  European  war.  | 
First  of  all,  at  the  beginning  of  the  j 
conflictj  there  was  no  air  force  on  j 

either  side  in  Spain.  The  air  forces  j 
have  constituted"  themselves,  hesitating-  i 
ly  and  gradually,  step  by  step,  as  the  I 
conflict  has  developed.  Nor  did  there  j 
exist  an  aircraft  industry  in  the  begin-  j 
ning.  Thus  air  power  has  found  itself  i 
essentially  under  the  same  conditions  as  i 
during  the  World  War  when,  scarcely  born, I 
it  had  to  develop  in  the  face  of  the  | 
most  varied  exigencies.  Even  today,  air  j 
power  on  both  sides  is  present  only  on  a i 
small  scale.  i 

Secondly,  the  Spanish  territory  was  1 
not  prepared  for  the  use  of  aircraft  and  | 
least  of  all  for  large  air  forces,  and 
thirdly,  the  aircraft  received  by  both 
parties  consisted  of  varied  models  which 
were  not  always  of  very  recent  date. 
Moreover,  the  pilots  themselves  were  not 
always  sufficiently  - and  above  all,  not  | 
homogeneously-trained.  Last  and  not 
least,  both  sides  for  obvious  political 
reasons  have  refrained  from  using  gas 
(which  is  also  true  in  the  case  of  the 
artillery) . 

It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  assume 


i that  the  situation,  of  aerial  warfare  in  ? 

I European  straggle  vfould  differ  greatly 
! from  what  it  is  today  in  Spain.  In  the 
case  of  a large  war,  aerial  warfare  would 
start  ?dth  great  masses  of  modern  air- 
craft in  full  readiness  on  both  sides, 
7/eil  armed  and  supplied  with  m-’mitions, 
directed  by  perfectly  trained  pilots  ac- 
customed to  act  in  concert.  There  would 
be,  moreover,  numerous  bases  and  points 
of  supply,  powerful  national  air  indus- 
tries working  at  top  speed,  and  large 
reserves  of  trained  pilots.  Finally,  in 
a stnjggle  of  this  character  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  but  is  not  at  all  certain,  that 
gas  will  not  be  used. 

After  having  made  these  necessary  qual- 
ifications, let  us  now  examine  the  re- 
sults of  the  practical  experiences  gain- 
ed in  Spain.  Speed  has  proved  itself 
the  fundamental  quality  of  military  avi- 
ation. The  defensive  fighting  airplanes 
have  shown  themselves  easily  capable  of 
triumphing  over  the  enemy's  aircraft, 
when  these,  as  in  the  beginning,  consist- 
ed of  antiquated  bombers  capable  of  not 
more  than  ^50  kilometers  per  hour  (155 
miles  per  ho^^r) . But  when  there  appear- 
ed strongly  a,rmed  modern  bombers  with  a 
sueed  of  over  400  kilometers  per  hour 
flying  in  squadron  formation,  the  task  of 
tho  defense  became  infinitely  more  diffi- 
cult. In  fact,  the  fighters  of  the 
Nationalist  forces,  despite  their  excel- 
lent qualities,  have  not  been  able  to 
prevent  piratical  bombers  flyiiig  at  top 
speed  from  bombing  their  cities,,  and 
even  as  was  more  recently  the  case, 
roadsteads  and  the  ships  of  the  control 
powers. 

Certainly,  in  actual  fighting  under 
equal  conditions  there  always  remains  a 
certain  margin  of  efficiency  in  favor  of 
the  fighting  plane.  But,  as  the  initia- 
tive lies  with  the  attacker,  the  bomber 
has  a fair  chance  of  reaching  its  objec- 
tive before  it  can  be  attacked.  This, 
however,  ha.s  been  demonstrated  repeated- 
ly in  peace-time  maneuvers. 

Aiitiair craft  artillery  of  modern  de- 
sign (such  as  the  German  antiaircraft 
gun)  has  shown  itself  considerably  more 
efficient  than  generally  had  been  expect- 
ed. This  fact  should  not  be  belittled  - 
Just  as  it  should  not  be  exaggerated. 

The  air  defense  of  warships  must  be  con- 
sidered even  more  efficient,  surrounded 
as  they  are  with  complete  necklaces  of 
antiaircraft  guns.  It  is  obvious  that 
such  defense  will  have  its  greatest  ef- 
ficiency on  the  high  seas  rather  than 
while  lyi:ig  in  port.  • 

Assault  or  attack  aviation  has  proved 
itself  most  formidable.  It  can  be  said 
without  any  exaggeration,  considering 
the  very  significant  episodes  that  have 
occurred  in  the  Spanish  war,  that  the 
special  branch  of  assault  aviation  is 
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destined  to  constitute,  if  not  a prepon- 
derant, at  least  a very  important  part 
of  the  air  forces  of  tomorrow. 

The  action  of  aircraft  employed  in 
straight  or  diving  attack  against  troops 
motorized  colixmns,  and  other  such  te.r- 
gets,  has  proved  itself  of  the  highest 
efficiency.  ¥hat  is  even  more  important 
it  has  had  great  demoralizing  effect 
upon  the  troops  attacked.  The  latter 
practically  have  not  reacted  at  all  nor 
have  they  teen  capable  of  doing  so.  Un- 
doubtedly this  fact  heh  been  foreseen, 
but  foreseen  in  such  a theoretical  man- 
ner that  in  all  armies  men  have  continu- 
ed to  march  and  to  group  themselves  into 
much  the  same  formations  as  they  did 
twenty  years  ago.  It  is  necessary  to 
convince  ourselves  that  everything  has 
changed  in  this  respect  and  that  today 
at  every  point  and  at  every  moment  it 
v/ill  be  necessary  to  take  the  fullest 
acco^jint  of  the  danger  from  the  air.  The 
supreme  effect  of  assault  aviation,  in 
pursuit  has  been  amplj’’  demonstrated  by 
the  Abyssinian  Uar/ 

Thus  one  may  say  in  summa,ry  the  only 
really  new  factor  that  has  appeared  in 
the  tactica.1  field  since  the'VJorld  War 
is  the  destructive  and  deraoralizinfg 
power  of  attack  aviation.  It  is  also 
the  only  new  fa-ctor  tactically  favoring 
the  attack  (or  the  couater-attack)  as 
against  the  other  modern  factors,  all 
of  which  favor  rather  the  defensive. 

Urom  thO'  operative  and  strategical  point 
of  view  it  is  obvious  that  the  advantage 
will  be  with  the  side  which  possesses 
the  larger  and  better  organized  attack 
aviation  and  so  secures  for  itself  pre- 
dominance in  the  offensive. 

Upon  these  facts  are  based  the  follow- 
ing conclusions: 

1.  The  air  force  should  be  and  in  the 
future  will  be  aimed  at  the  general  ob- 
jectives of  the  high  command,  but  it  is 
certain  that  this  employment  v/ill,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  proceed  in 
cooperation  with  the  land  and  sea  forces. 

2.  The  natural  development  of  avia- 

- tion  leads  it  tov/ard  the  creation  of  va- 
rious tactical  specialties  (not  to  be 
confused  with  the  collections  of  models 
with  which  certain  air  forces  are  af- 
flicted) and  not  , tov/ard  a unification  of 
tj^es.  In  this  it  follows  precisslj^ 
tha.t  road  which  must  be  taken  by  every 
arm  as  a result  of  technical  progress 
and  the  multiformity  of  objectives  in 
general  warfare.  Among  these  special 
branches^ attack  e.viation  is  rapidly  de- 
monstrating its  importance  because  of 
its  extraordinary  efficiency. 

3.  Attack  aviation  cannot  by  its  very 
nature  be  enroloyed  in  mass  formation. 

Its  intervention  must  rather  depend  upon 
the  choice  of  cirp’omstances  and  the  fa- 
vorable moment,  xnus  in  aerial  warfare, 
as  well  as  on  the  ground,  it  is  easy  to 
perceive  that  the  natural  tendency  is 
against  the  employment  of  mass  forma- 


tions - an  employment  v/hich  forms  the 
very  negation  of  tactics  and  alv/ays  must  / 
lead  to  disaster.  It  is  a profound  er- 
ror,  far  too  often  .found  in  Ita.ly,  to 
employ  the  term  of  ’creating  mass’  in 
the  tactical  domain  to  designate  the 
concentration  of  forces,  because  this 
erroneous  designation  paves  the  way  to 
a confusion  in  which  ’mass’  is  mistaken- 
ly substituted  for  ’phalanx. ’ The  con- 
cept of  ’mss’  is-tj^ical  only  of  stra- 
tegy and  has  no  place  in  the  considera- 
tion of  tactics. 

4.  In  aerie.!  v/arfare,  it  is  evident 
that  predominance  does  not  necessarily 
j signi.gy  numerical  superiority.  In  par- 
ticular, numbers  cannot  completely  com- 
I pensate  for  deficiency  in  quality. ^ Owing 
I to  the  lightninglike  character  of  its 
I action,  the  air  force  finds  itself  ca- 
i pable  of  effective  activity  even  when 
i outnumbered.  It  is  rather  a question  of 
j daring,  of  maneuvering  spirit,  of  fer- 
1 tility  in  devising  tactical  expedients, 
and  the  faculty  of  making  use  of  every 
favorable  incident. 

In  the  field  of  land-air  strategy,  the 
aircraft  dii-ectly  a.llotted  to  the  land 
I forces  (reconnaissance  planes)  favor 
I rather  t?ae  defensive,  in  so  far  as  they 
! help  to  eliminate  surprise  - 'the  main 
advantage  of  the  attacker.  The  air 
forces  cooperating  with  the  land  forces, 
in  particular  in  the  special  form  of 
attack  aviation,  on  the  contrary  tend 
to  favor  the  atta.cker  since  they  can  be 
concentrated  suddenly  at  a previously 
arranged  point.  Inestimable  and  ever 
grov/ing  in  importance  are  the  advantages 
which  transport  by  aircraft _ offers  to 
land  operations  in  the  tactical  and  lo- 
gistical fields." 

— oOo- — 
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TMv'SLIUG  BOimU  EUROLLS  ELYIMG  STUDENTS 


Lieut.  Colonel  C.L.  Beaven,  Medical 
Corps;  Major  Isaiah  Davies  and  Lieut. 
E.E,  Eulton,  Air  Corps,  three  officers 
from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Randolph  field,  Texas,  arrived  on'.  March 
13th  at  Marshall  field,  fort  Riley, 
Kansas,  in  two  BT-9  airplanes,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Kansas  State  Col- 
lege, Mardmttan,  Kansas,  v/here  they  con- 
ducted qualifying  exexflinations  for  stu- 
dents aspiring  to  appointment  as  flying  ■ 
Cadets.  Twelve  young  men,  v/ho  were 
qualified,  were  given  short  rides  in 
the  BT-9’ s on  March  IGth,  after  which _ 
the  officers  took  off  for  the  University 
of  Missouri,  Columbia,  Missouri,  to  en- 
roll students  of  that  institution. 

oOo 


Major  Edv/in  E.  Aldrin,  Air  Reserve, who/|| 
some  ten  years  a.go  resigned  from  the  AirU[» 
Corps  to  become  aviation  manager  of  a 
prominent  oil  company,  has  gone  into 
business  for  himself  as. an  aeronautical 
consultant  in  New  York  City. 
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GROUiro  OFRICSRS'  COmCT  COURSES 


} WHO  SAID  SERflCS  TEST  INSTRUMENT? 
By  on  Equipment  Branch  Engineer 
Air  Corps  Materiel  Division 


Mr.  Pilot,  do  you  shudder  when  you 
hear  the  words  "Service  Test"?  Do  you 
Bay  "Oh,  oh!  Here  is  where  I get  stuck 
with  some  extra  v/ork?"  Do  you  lie  awake 
nights  praying  that  you  won't  have  to 
have  that  particular  S.T.  instrument 
mounted  on  your  airplane?  Whether  you 
do  or  not,  please  listen  to  my  side  of 
the  story, 

I am  only  a service  test  instrument. 
What  is  going  to  happen  to  me?  Will  I 
he  made  standard  (l  hope,  I nope,  I hope) 
and  allowed  to  remain  bn  an  airplane 
through  my  prime  of  life  or  will  I he 
discarded  like  a great  many  others  be- 
cause of  shortcomings?  It  is  up  to  i 
you,  Mr,  Pilot,  to  decide. 

Please  don' t think  I have  been  sent  to 
yeur  station  just  to  cense  you  extra 
work  in  running  tests  and  writing  a re-  1 
port.  I am  sent  with  a definite  pm-pose  | 
in  mind.  I may  be  an  entirely  new  in-  ’ 
strument  for  which  it  is  felt  there  is  a 
need,  or  I may  be  an  improvement  over  a 
standard  instrument,  my  existence  being 
bronight  about  by  Unsatisfactory  Reports 
from  the  Service.  I may  be  a brain 
I storm,  but  don’t  blame  me  for  it.  ^n't 
recommend  me  for  standardization  Just 
because  I may  be  a handsome  fellow.  I 
would  rather  be  discarded  because 
faults  while  I am  on  probation  (S.T.) 
than  get  all  hot  and  oothered  about  be- 
ing a regular  guy  (standard  eoiipment) 
and  then  have  my  ears  cuffed  dov/n  be- 
cause of  those  faults  vdiich  were  not 
discovered  while  I v/as  being  service 
tested. 

On  the  other  hand,  don’t  turn  me  down 
becauS'3  of  my  commonplace  appearance 
providing  I do  what  is  required  of  me. 
Please  remember  that  the  more  thorough 
test  you  give  me  and  the  more  you  can 
say  about  me  in  your  report,  the  better 
will  be  my  final  design  (in  case  I am 
standardized)  and  the  more  I will  be 
able  to  help  ycu  sometime  when  you  are 
caught  out  in  a thunderstorm,  and  can’t 
see  the  railroad  tracks.  (Oh,  pardon  me, 

I know  you  don’t  follow  those  any  more.) 

Remember,  Mr.  Pilot,  the  S.T.  instru- 
ment of  today  will  be  the  Standard  In- 
strument of  tomorrow. 

oOO' 

retractable  landing  gear  warning  signal 

Kie  type  B-3  signal  assembly  is  being 
standardized  at  the  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  for  use  in  aircraft 
provided  with  retractable  landing  gear, 
to  sound  a warning  when  an  attempt  is 
made  to  land  with  the  landing  gear  in 
the  retre^Gted  position. 


Following  two  groups  each  of  14  offi- 
cers from  Forts  Knox,  Thomas  and  Benja- 
min Harrison,  who  visited  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  during  February,  two  similar 
groups  of  12  officers  each,  headed  by 
Colonel  l^farshall  Megrudof , “CStTi  Field- 
.trtillUry,  and- Colonel  Bruce  Pa.lniiQr,  .1st 
C3,valryj,..br  th..,£rou  Fort  Knox,  Ky.  , visit- 
ed^ Wright  Field  during  the  month  of  March 
Each  group  remained  at  Wright  Field 
for  one  week,  during  which  time  they  at- 
tended lectures  and  demonstrations  cov- 
ering the  general  set-up  of  procurement 
engineering,  power  plant  development, 
armament,  propellers,  radio,  navigation 
equipment,  photography  and  aerial  map- 
ping, etc.  The  physiological  laboratory 
v;as  visited,  as  well  a,s  the  hangars, 
where  the  officers  evinced  grea,t  inter- 
est in  several  of  the  newest  tj^es  of 
pla.nes.  . 

Each  member  of  the  classes  was  given 
an  aii’plane  flight  during  his  stay  at 
W'right  Field.  A trip  through  the  Supply 
and  Engineering  Departments  v/as  included 
in  the  schedule,  as  well  as  a short  talk 
on  the  gathering  and  dissemination  of 
weather  data. 

j According  to  the  comments  of  these  of- 

I ficers,  tlieir  week’s  stay  at  Wright 
Field  was  highly  instructive  and  greatly 
enjoyed.  Tne  only  adverse  comment  heard 
was  that  their  stay  we^s  not  for  two 
weeks  instead  of  one.  All  the  vivitors 
W'ere  housed  in  the  Hotel  D’Gink  at 
Wright  Field,  and  C.L.  Blackford,  the 
Operations  Clerk  in  charge,  intimated 
that  if  the  rush  of  hotel  business  kept 
up  he  was  going  to  Join  the  Hotel 
Greeters  of  America. 

— -oOo- — 

PORTABLE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  LABORATORY 

! 

j The  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 

I recently  dispatched  the  Type  A-1  port- 
able photographic  laboratory  to  the  Peter 
C.  Knight  Airport,  Tampa,  Florida,  for 
cooperative  v/erk  in  connection  v/ith  man- 
euvers being  conducted  by  the  GHQ,  Air 
Force.  A supply  of  quick  drying  photo- 
graphic paper  will  be  used  on  these 
tesls  vliich  will  make  it  possible  for 
prints  to  be  delivered  to  the  Staff  two 
or  three  minutes  from  time  of  printing. 
This  test  will  serve  to  determine  the 
needs  of  this  equipment  for  GHQ  Air 
Force  operations  in  the  field.  A sub- 
committee of  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
Committee  recently  met  at  the  Materiel 
Division  to  consider  the  standardization 
of  this  equipment  for  service  use. 

.. — .oOo- — 

During  the  month  of  February  tho  Engin- 
eering Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air 
Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  overhauled 
14  airplanes  and  34  engines  and  repaired 
40  airplanes  and  29  engines. 
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D.y.G.  PHSSEl'ITED  TO  LIEUT.  KSLSSY 


At  the  auditori-um  at  T/right  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  morning  of  March 
9th,  1st  Lieut.  B.S.  Kelsey,  Air  Corps, 
was  presented  ?/ith  the  Distiri{<yiished  Fly- 
ing Cross  in  the  presence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  poet  and  his  family  and 
friends.  The  ceremony  Vyas  opened  hy  a 
very  hrief  addmess  by  ?Brig.  G-eneral  A.VA 
Robins,  Chi.ef  of  the  Materiel  Division., 
v/ho  said  that  in  achieving  this  award, 
Lieut.  Kelsey  not  only  brought  honor  to 
his  command  but  to  the  whole  Air  Corps. 

The  citation  imich  was  read  by  Major 
AJ'J.  Brock  was  a-s  follows; 

**3enjamin  S.  .Kelsey,  first  lieutenant, 
Air  Corps,  United  States  Army.  For  hero- 
ism and  extraordinary  achievement  while 
participating  in  an  aerial  flight.  On 
December  24,  1936,  at  about  7;30  p.m. , 
Lieutenant  Kelsey  w/as  piloting  an  air- 
plane from  Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island, 
iJew  York,  to  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
flying  at  an  altitude  of  a,pproximately 
1800  feet  w/hen  the  left  motor  instanta- 
neousl3/'  failed  and  the  left  wing  burst 
into  flames.  By  his  outstanding  cour- 
age, sound  judgment  and  at  the  fisx;  of 
his  life,  Lieutenant  Kelsey  maintained 
control  of  the  airplane  and,  w'iuh  great 
difficulty  due  to  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  glare  from  the  bur-niiig 
airplane,  effected  a safe  landing  at 
V/right  Field,  thereby  preventing  the  de- 
struction to  valuable  u-overnment  prooer- 
ty.  '* 

— -oOo—™ 

FLIGHT  TESTING  THE  KEWSST  BOMBIMG  PLAI^te 

_ Flight  testing  of  the  giant  XB-15,  the 
Air  porps’  most  recent  acquisition  in 
the  'Nay  of  Bombardment  airplanes,  com- 
inenced  the  latter  part  of  Februa^ry,  prov-i 
ing  a_matter  of  interest  not  only  to' 
Materiel  Division  personnel  but  to  the 
country-side  et  large.  The  deliberation 
and  majesty  with  which  the  big  craft  j 
threads  its  w^ay  along  the  sky  paths  ex-  I 
cite  avre  as  well  as  interest  in  those  | 
watching  from^ the  ground.  Major  S.M.  ! 
Umstead  and  Lle^it.  L.F,  Harma.n  have  been  i 
at  the'  controls  during  this  flight  test  ; 
period.  Preceding  flight  testing,  the  j 
B-15^  underwent  thorough  inspection  at  j 
the _ hands _ of  Materiel  Division  engineers,! 
during  which  time  large  signs  worded 
"keep  out"  formed,  her  chief  decoration.  I 
Inspection  of _ this  airplane  meant  the  . ! 
checking  of  miles  (literally)  of  waring,  I 
besides  multitudinous  other  de'^ails,  and  I 
at  times  there  w/ere  as  many  as  18  v/ork-  | 
ers  follow, dng  their  respective  jobs  si-  ! 
’.miltaneously  in  the  huge  interior.  Ac--  j 
ceptance  flight  tests  are  fast  nearing  I 

completion,  and  it  is  ejected  that  re-  | 
ports  covering  this  phase  of  .oerformance  | 
'will  be  ready  for  forwarding  to  the  Chief] 
of  the  Air  Corps  in  the  near  future.  The  ; 
more  detailed  performance  tests  are  to  ! 
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I follow/,  and  it  is  believed  that  both  ac-  I 
I ceptance  and  fuller  performance  reports  ( j 
' will  contean  some  exceedingly  interest- 
i ixig  information  regarding  the  possibili- 
I ties  of  this  huge  airplane. 

— oOo  — 

97TK  OBS.  SQpH.  CELSBPA.TES  AMI¥EI^SAHY 

The  97th  Observation  Squadron  (Corps  & 
Army),  stationed  at  Mitchel  Field,  L,I., 
New/  York,  celebrated  its  third  anniver- 
sary on  February  28tii  with  a real-old- 
get-together. 

There  was  another  97th  Aero  Squadron 
which  served  in  the  V/orld  7fer.  "It  v/as 
organized  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  in 
AAgu-st,  1917|  sailed  from  ITev'/  York  in 
October,  1917,  but  had  no  combat  service 
w/hile  abroad.  Returning  to  the  United 
States  on  January  22,  1919,  it  was.  de- 
mobilized the  following  month,  on  Febru- 
ary 3rd,  at  Garden  City,  L.I.,  New  York. 

The  preBent-da..y  organization  was  con- 
stituted at  Mit^ne],  Field  on  March  1, 

1935,  8..nd  the  history  and  traditions  of 
tne  war  time  mat  consolidated  with  the 
new  squadron. 

From  a 37-man  sauacSron  in  1935,  the 
97th  has  now  deveto.fed  into  a well-round-  • 
ed  and-  self -sustaining  M-day  Corps  and 
Army  organization  with  all  con^xlete  de- 
I partments,  including  photo  section  and 
: tra.nsportation..  Altiiough  based  at  f 

! Mi  b ell’s!  Field,  it  does  not  w/ork  with  the 
GHQ,  Air  Force  but  is  considered  First 
Division  Avia,tion  and  performs  coopera- 
tive and  commanc)  missions  for  all  ground 
am  forces  located  in  the  First  and  Sec- 
ond Corps  Areas.  Equipped  with  Douglas 
0-46A  airplanes  and  using  various  combina- 
tions of  Regular  and  Reserve  pilots  as 
observer  teams,  this  Squadron  set  an  en- 
viable record  of  successful  aerial  co- 
operative missions  during  the  past  sum- 
mer training  season,  as  well  as  conduct- 
ing two  periods  of  field  training  at 
Groton,  Conn. , and  with  the  First  Army 
Command  Post  Exercise  at  Fort  Devens, 

Ma,ss. 

Of  the  original  37  enlisted  men  assign-  ( 
ed  to  the  Squac'xoii  at  its  inception  in 
1935,  seven  "are  still  present,  viz.;  Mas- 
ter Sergeant  B,  Hcth,  1st  Sgt.  M.S. 
Tilglman,  Staff  Sgts.  A,  Pollack  and  A. 
Yoiiconish|  Sgt.  C.R.  Yoder,  Corp.  F.S, 
Kalinowski  and  Private  1st  Cl.  P.E, 

Denning.  The  first  Squadron  Commander 
was  Major  G.E.  Rice,  Air  Corps,  who  met  ; 
liis  death  in  an  airplane  accident  at 
Bolling  Field  on  December  4,  1936,  He 
was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Captain  A.J.  | 

Lehman  and  Major  G-eoi-ge  C,  McDonald.  The 
present  Squadron  Commander  is  Major  C.A. 
Horn. 

The  97th  Squadron  (C  & A)  recently  com-l'' 
pleted  a pair  of  formation  training  ' 

flights  from  Long  Island  to  Miami,  Fla., 
and  return,  for  the  purpose  of  navigation 
training.  The  first  element  of  four 
0™4-6A®s,  led  by  2nd  Lieut.  R. E.  Ellsworth, 
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Air  Corps,  included  2nd  Lieut s.  A.R. 
Anderson  and  M.F.  Stunloard,  Jr.,  Air  Re- 
serve; Staff  Sgt.  A.  Pollack;  Sergeant  E. 
Stiff  son  and  Corporal  Kalinov/ski.  with 
Captain  D.iv.  Mumina,  Air  Reserve  (Inac- 
tive) accompanying  the  flight  in  a Re- 
serve airplane.  They  departed  from 
Mitchel  Field  on  Pehruary  15th  and  re-  • 
turned  on  the  17th.  The  second  element 
of  tl'iree'  0-46A' s departed  on  March  Ist 
and  returned  three  days  la,ter  with  let 
Lieut.  P.G.  Meisehholder , Air  Corps,  as  j 
flight  commander  and  including  2nd  Lieut, j 
W.C.  Barrett,  Air  Corps;  2nd  nieut.  L.M. 
Thomas,  Air  Reserve;  Sergeant  P,M. Baker, 
Corporal  R.W.  ^Yofford  and  Private  1st 
Cl.  M.J.  Ennis. 

For  the  period  of  the  2nd  V/ing  Exer- 
cises in  the  halm;^,’'  South,  and  duri:t:g;  the 
ahsence  of  a majority  of  the  Base  Trans- 
portation and  drivel’  personnel  from 
Mitchel  Field,  the  97th  Squadron  is  per- 
forming _ the  essentia-1  hase  motor  pool 
activities.  Second  Lieut.  H.  E.  EllvAvorth, 
Air  Corps,  has  Been  appointed  Acting 
Transportation  Officer",  and  tracks  and 
cars  assigned  to  the  Squadron  have  Been 
removed  from  storage  and  pressed  into 
service,  while  the  squadron  drivers  are 
practicing  hand  signals. 

First  Lieut.  R.H.  lYise,  Air  Corps,  was 


ASSlGRMiTTTS  TO  C.  & G.S.  SCHOOL 

Special  Orders  of  the  Vfer  Department, 
recently  issued,  direct  the  following- 
named  Air  Corps  officers  to  report  in 
September,  1933,  for  duty  as  students  at 
the  Command  and  General  Staff  School, 
I'ort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  the  1938- 
1939,  coui’se,  viz: 

tlie  Air  Corps  Tactical  School, 
Max\veTX~~Fie AAere~~uHey  are  nov; 
on "cnl'ty.  as^ s. : 


ajcrs  AlDert  FTHegenBerger , Reuben 

C.  Moffat,  Carlyle  R.  Ridenour,  John  F. 
Ydiiteley,  Captains  Orval  R.  Cook,  Glenn 
L.  Davasher," Everett  S.  Davis,  Howard 
E.  Engler,  xlalph  E.  Fisher,  Mervin  E. 
Gross,  Wilfrid  H.  Hardy,  Charles  W. 
Lav/rence,  Richard  S.  l\l^ent,  George  F. 
Schulgen,  Patrick  V/.  Timber  lake,  Stewart 
TA  Towle,  Jr.,  Otto  P.  Weyland,  Thomas 

D,  White,  Robert  ¥. C.  Wimsatt,  Hobart  R. 
Yeager,  John  W.  Warren. 

I First  Lieut.  Ilayv/ood  S,  Hansell,  Jr.  , 
i Staff  and  Faculty,  Air  Corps  Tactical 
i Scncol. 

From  Mitchel  Field.  N.Y. ; Major 
CharTes  A.  Horn , Cap t . Joseph  Smith. 

Fro.a  West  Po  int,  N.Y.  ; Cap  tain 
Lebna.rd  j.  x{o'S.'i‘ecx:. 


•.  From  Kelly  Field,  Texas:  Major 

appointed  Sqi^cron  Pubxic  Relations  Oifi-j  Clarence  E.  “Cr'omrine,  “BTsT  School  Squad- 
cer,  vice  2nd  Lieut.  A.G.  Witter,  Air  Re-!  ron. 


serve,  relieved. 

Second  Lieut.  W.C.  Barrett,  Air  Corps, 
was  detailed  as  Officer  in  Charge  of  the 
Group  Mess  at  Mitchel  Field. 

Among  the  hopefuls  from  the  Regular 
Army  who  were  ordered  to  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center  for  the  March  Glass  was 
Private  Herbert  F.  Towner,  of  the  97th 
Observation  Squadron.  He  attended  the 
University  of  Oregon  for  two  years  and 
is  a native  of  Sa^nta  Ana,  Calif.  Towner's 
military  career  included  two  years  of 
ROTO  (Infantry)  at  the  Oregon  school.  He 
served  at  Mitchel  Field  from  A.ugust,  1937, 
to  date  of  transfer,  being  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  Squadron  Photographic  Sec- 
tion, While  attending  high  school  in 
Santa  Ana,  ha  was  active  in  football  and 
baseball, 

— -oOo 

The _ first  of  the  ground  officers' 
training  courses  of  the  year  was  held  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  from  Febru- 
ary 7th  to  11th.  A second  group  came  to 
take  the  course  from  Febrijs-ry  14th  to 
l8th,  and  a third  from  March  6th  to  12th, 
Approximately  15  officers  have  attended 
each  of  these  trainir^g  courses,  which 
are  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting 
ground  officers  more  intimately  v/ith  Air 
Corps  procedure.  Tne  officers  reporting 
at  Wright  Field  for  this  duty  were  from 
Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana;  Fort 
Knox,  Kentucky;  and  Port  Thomas, Kentucky. 

— .qOo — - 


From  Self ri'dge  Field,  Mi ch . : Major 
i Edwin  ’ J".  "'ilbus"e7  s t PurSui¥“*Gr'oup . 
i From  Langley  Field,  Va, ; Major  Walter 
I J.~iree'I, 

j From  Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Calif. ; Major 
I Charles  W . Sul 1 i van . 

I From  Office  Chief  of  A-ir  Corps,  Wash- 

1 inguoh,’"  I),~CTT  ivlajor  Alvaii  SlKihcaidb 

kccml^axweTl  Field,  Ala. : Major 
VifiTTIaim  Ta  feTsli,  Oaptain^ordon  P. 
j Saville. 

! From  Fort  Knox,  Ky. : Captain  David 
! M,™Sclile.'t''t'erV  lUth  o¥s.  Squadron, 
i From  Logan  Field.  Ealtirfcre,  Md.  ; 
i Major 3.  36’Ezi  en , In  s true  tor , Air 
I Corps,  Maryland  Rational  Guard, 
i From  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  Major  Benj. 
j F.^Tliles,  Tni^uctor , 'Air"  Corps,  Cali- 
I fornia  Rational  Guard, 
i From  St.  Paul,  Miiin.  ; Maj^^r  Arthur  I. 

! Ennis ,'“TnsTruc tefV "Air  Corps , Minnesota 
I Rational  Guard. 

^ From  Lie tie  Rock,  Ark. ; Captain  Claire 
1 Stro'Ej  IrTstrucBbr,  Air  borps,  Arkansas 
i Rational  Guard. 

I oOo 

i FIRE  TESTS  OR  TYPE  PE-2  AIPJLARE 


Fire  tests  on  a Type  PB-2A  airplane 
were  recently  completed  at  the  Ma.teriel 
Divisian,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  As 
a result  of  these  teats,  it  was  recom- 
mended that  a 7-j-pouiid  COg  fire  extin- 
guisher be  installed  in  each  of  these 
. planes.  In  the  event  of  fire  in  the  air. 
j it  was  recommended  (if  conditions  permit; 
i that  the  gasoline  be  turned  off,  as  well 
1 as  the  igiiition,  the  flying  speed  reduc- 
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ed  to  a minimum,  and  the  extinguisher 
operated. 

oCo 

BOMBING  PRACTICE  BY  9TH  BOIvIB.  SqDR. 

"We  are  in  the  midst  of  a,  Y.R.  440-40 
Bombing  Season,"  writes  the  hews  Letter 
Correspondent  of  the  9th  Bombardment 
Squadron,  Hamilton  Eield,  Calif. , "but 
we  have  run  into  the  usual  difficulties 
plus  many  unusual  difficulties. 

The  problem  of  completing  the  homhing 
schedule  for  this  Squadron  would  he  very 
easy  if  it  wore  not  "for  the  weather  con- 
ditions we  have  experienced  here  for  the 
past  month.  Having  only  tv;o  full  combat 
crews  in  this  Squadron,  ir  would  seem  as 
though  it  would *be  a s im.pl e master  to 
ccmpiste  these  crews  in  the  T.R.  440-40 
requirements. 

However,  since  we  took  over  the  bomb- 
ing range  here,  which  was  about  February 
10.  1938,  there  has  not  been  more  than 
four  or  five  days  -when  the  ceiling  and 
v;eather  conditions  were  3\ich  as  to  per- 
mit bombing:  a,t  altitudes  of  mere  than 
4,000  feet.  There  is  an  auxiliary  bomb- 
ing range  located  cat  Mather  Field  which 
is  available  at  all  times,  but  the 
weather  conditions  which  prevail  at 
Hamilton  Field  will  normally  prevail  at 
Mather  Field  also. 

In  addition  to  the  unusual  weather,  we 
also  have  been  handicapped  within  the 
Squa^on  due  to  the  fact  that  the  bom- 
bardiers of  both  combat  crews  are  cn  a 
special  duty  detail.  One  of  the  bombar- 
diers, Lieut.  ^Underhill,  is  in  chax’ge  of 


HkWAIIAH  AIR  BEPOT  A BUSY  PLACE 

Mention  of  Hawaii  brings  a person  ' 
thoughts  of  tropical  sunshine  and  cool 
shady  spots  under  the  palm  trees,  unless 
said' person  happens  to  xTander  through 
the  shops  of  this  Depot.  Under  the  roof 
of  each' building  is  a beehive,  but  the 
principal  product  is  not  honey,  nor  any 
* of  its  byhproduetB.  Therein  you  will 
find  men  with  calloused  hands  and  sweaty 
brov/3,  skillfully  fashioning  various 
bits  of  metal  into  airplane  parts.  Some 
of  the  work  requires  the  use  of  an  eye- 
glass, and  some  of  it  requires  the  use 
of  a twenty- ton  press. 

During  tho  first  two  and  a.  ha, If  months 
of  this  year,  a total  of  770  Uork  Orders 
were  completed  at  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot 
at  Liike  Field.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
routine  business  handled  for  Luke  and 
vfne eler  Fields,  the  Depot  has  taken  over 
the  job  of  fabricating  miscellaneous 
shop  and  hangar  equipment  for  Hickam 
Field,  and  various'  items  required  for  the 
assembly  of  the  new  B-18*s  recently  as- 
signed. 

A few  years  ago  there  seemed  to  be 
plenty  of  elbow  room  around  the  Depot, 
but  v/ith  the  recent  rapid  increase  in 
personnel  and  airplanes  it  would  now  be 
easier  to  walk  yoxu  pet  poodle  down  the 
center  of  Fifth  Avenue  than  it  would  be 
to  do  the  spjne  thing  in  tho  Depot  shops,  i 
oOo—  ^ 

\iAR  DEBAR TMEHT  SPECIAL  ORDERS 
Ch.anges  of  Sta,tion 

To  Randoj.ph  Fiel d,  Texas : 1 s t Li eut . 


Linx  Trainer  instruction,  whicii  has  taken  gdwin  R,  French,  from  the  Hiilippines; 
him  away  from  the  Squadron,  ^ except  for  I Lieuts.  Gabriel  ?.  Disosway,  Othel 
periods.  Lieut. Reynolds,!  R.  Deering,  Harvey  P.  Huglin;  2nd  Lien 
the  bombardier  of  the  second  comban  crew,!  Hal.ph  M.  Kellogg  and  Jack  M.  Malone, 

IS  talcing  tne  course  on  the  Link  Tran ner, | fr-om  Barksdale  Field,  La.;  1st  Lieut. 

Oapp,  vdiicn  puts  both  j Q-eorge  P.  Moody,  from  Mitchel  Field,  b 
ci  these  officers  'out _ of  commission,  ' in-;  Lieut.  Hanlon  H.  Van  Auken,  from 


Bofar^as  the  Squa'di’on  is  concerned,  for 
practically  all  of  each  morning,  five  I 
days  per  week.  Lieut.  Capp  is  co-pilot  i 
of^one  crew_,  and  Lieut,  Gc’aliam,  who  co-  ! 
pilots^on  the  Squadron  Commander's  crew,  i 
is_ taking  a special  bomb-sight  course,  i 
which  makes  him  'not  a,vailable'  for  near-i 
ly  all^of  every  morning  or  afternoon.  | 
All  in  all,  the  situation  with  refer-  i 
ence  to  the  completion  of  the  bombing 
schedule  haG_  the  Squadron  Operations' 
Section  pulling  ha,ir  by  the  hands-full. 

¥e  only  have  ten  officers  in  the  Squad- 
ron, including  the  Soua/Iron  Comm.ander, 
and  the  two  bombardiers  and  two  co-pilots 
being  on  these  special  details  just" 
about  puts  on  the  finishing  touch,  so 
car  as  bombing  schedules  are  concerned. 

If  this  'most  unusual'  California 
Gather^  cont-inues  to  prevail,  it  is  pos- 
./ible  tnat  we  will  drop  our  last  bomb 
it  23:59  on  30  June  38t " 

oOo 


Selfridge  Field,  Mich.  ; 2nd  Lieuts.  John. 
B.  Cornett,  from  Brooks  Field,  Texas; 
Lawrance  0.  Brown,  from  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.;  Do-niel  I.  Moler,  from  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala. 

To  Kelly  Field,  Texas:  Captain  John 
D."'McA.HJ7s^r , from  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.; 
i 1st  Lieuts.  John  F.  v7adman,  from  March 
j Field,  Calif. , and  LeRoy  Hudson,  from  ^ 
i Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

j To  Denver.  Colo. : 1st  Lieut.  Raymond 
Reeves,  "tU’TE’e  Denver  Branch  of 


J.  .Reeves,  'fb'TE'e  Denver  Branch  of^  the 
Air  Corps  Technical  School,  from  the 
Philippines. 

Active  duty  for  Reserve  Of f i c er s 
Se'cond  Lieut,  WiTliara  Prestbnnjuclcols, 
of  Jackson  Heights,  L.I.,  Hew  York,  to 
Randolph  Field,  Texas;  and  2nd  Lieut. 
John  Jerry  Mnlvey,  of  ITati.onal  Cit.y, 
Calif. , to  March  Field,  Calif. , both  to 
; March  17,  1941. 

I — -oOo 

i Major  Romeyn  B.  Hough,  Jr.,  was  pro- 
' mo  ted  bo  the  temporary  raiifc  of  Lieut. 

! Colonel,  to  rank  from  March  8,  1938. 
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raw  TITLES  EOR  SqUADHOBS  IE  HAWAII 

Accordin,"  to  tho  Eeuvs  Letter  Correepon- 
dent  from  Ltdce  Field,  T.H.i  tlie  lon^ 
talked  of  change  in  squadron  nomoncla- 
t'ore  1)6051116  traie  on  Peoruary  JlSth.  Tliis 
c'nange  renames  the  4th  Ohaej’Vation  Squad- 
ron the  4tii  Reconnaissance  SquadiTon. 
"While  there  is  a 'what’s  in  a name'  atti- 
tude among  many,"  the  Luke  Field  Corres- 
pondent continues,  "ohe  Squadi’on  feels 
that  our  new  name  is  more  “in  keeping 
with  the  type  of  raiseiOiiB  we  perform  and 
are  expected  to  perform  in  time  of  emer- 
gency. I>aring  the  past  year  our  Corps 
and  Army  observation  work  has  been  pra-c- 
tically  nil,  whereas  long  range  recon- 
naissance has  been  emphasised.  Every 
officer  in  this  Snuadron,  wd  th  two  ex- 
ceptions, is  either  a qualified^ naviga- 
tor or  a student  nearing  qualif ica.ticn 
and,  if  called  upon  for  any  long  range _ 
reconnaisBajice,  search,  or  patrol,  it  is 
believed  that  this  work  would  be  routine. 
Therefore,  since  our  work  is  directed 
along  these  lines,  we  are  proud  to  have 
our  hew  name,  signifying  our  proficiency 
in  the  type  of  missions  expected  of  us. ' 

Tile  scribe  of  another  organization  at 
Luke  Field  has  this  to  say*. 

"The  old  65th  Service  SquEidron  has 
blossomed  forth  with  a brand  new  name. 

It  has  been  redesignatod  as  'Base  Head- 
barters  and  17th  Air  Base  Squadron. * 

We,  at  the  present  time  are  at  a loss  as 
to  just  what  this  is  going  to  mean,  or 
jusx  what  changes  are  going  to  .take 
place,  but  as  usual  w'e  are  going  to  do 
our  utmost  to  fcaintain  our  high  morale 
and  efficient  standing." 

oOo — - 

NAVIGATION  TRAINING  IN  HAWAII 

The  Navigation  School  of  the  50th  Re- 
connaissance Squadron  is  still  continu- 
ing the  practical  phase  in  Dead  Reckon- 
ing navigation.  For  the  past  two  weeks 
members  of  the  class  have  ’heeix  engaged 
in  plotting  navigation  problems  Nos.  2 
and  3.  Problem  No,  2 consists  of  flying 
by  the  most  direct  air  route,  from  Luke 
Field  to  Barbers  Point  (Oahu) , thence  to 
Ninini  Point  (Kauai),  to  Kaena  Point 
(Oahu)  and  to  Luke  Field.  Problem  No.  3 
is  from  Luke  Field  to  Kaena  Point  (Oahu), 
thence  to  Kaula  Island,  to  Kahulcu  Point 
(Oahu)  and  to  Luke  Field. 

The  students  who  have  completed  Problem 
No.  2 are  Captain  Homer  W.  Ferguson,  1st 
Lieut s.  Lalaiid.  S,  Stranathan  and  George 
F.  Kehoe,  Air  Corps;  1st  Lieut.  Edmund  T. 
Gorman,  2nd  Lieuts.  James  C.  Cochran  and 
Louis  M.  Gregory,  Air  Reserve. 

Members  of  the  class  who  have  complet- 
ed Problem  No.  3 are  Captain  Ferguson, 
Lieuts.  Stranathan  and  Kehoe. 

.oOo 

Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  W.  Jones  has 
been  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Inspector 
General's  Office,  Washington,  D.C. , ef- 
fective August  1,  1938,  from  duty  at  the 
Denver  Branch,  A.C,  Technical  School. 


I MAN?  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  AMONG 
■ "GOOD  WILL"  FLIGHT  PERSONraL 

Stating  that  the  officers  and  enlisted 
jmen  of  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  re- 
1, ioice  with  the  rest  of  the  country  at 
the.  successful  flight  to  South  America 
jef  our  six  3-17' s,  the  News  Letter  Cor- 
i respondent  points  with  pride  to  the  fact 
[that, of  the  men  who  took  part  in  this 
Ifl.ight,  sixteen  are  graduates  of  the  Air 
i Corps  Technical  School,  viz: 

Captain  Alva  L.  Harvey  - Airplane  Main- 
tenance Engineering,  1962. 

Captain  Archibald  I.  oinith  - Photogra- 
phy, 1923. 

Caotain  Robert  3.  Williams  - Photogra- 
phy, 1925. 

1st  Lieut.  John  V/,  - Armament, 

1931, 

1st  Lieut.  Thom.as  L,  Mosley  - Airplane 
Maintenance  Engineering,  1931. 

let  Lieut.  John  A.  Samford  - Airplane 
Maintenance  Engineering,  1935. 

1st  Lieut.  Edvdn  L.  Ihcker  - Communi- 
cations, 1936. 

Tec':,inical  Sergeant  Be  so  la  Cobb  - En- 
g i n e Me  chan i c s , 1024. 

Tqc'hiical  Sergeant  Gilbert  W.  Olson  - 
A i r p 1 ai  1 e He  eixan  i c s , 1925. 

Staff  Sergeant  William  J.  Heldt  - Air- 
plane Mechanics,  1922;  Instrument  Speci- 
alist, 1957. 

Sergeant  George  R.  Charlton  - Ra,dio, 
1928. 

Sergeant  Jack  A.  Franske  - Airplane 
Mecbaxiics,  1930;  Ga.rburetor  Specialist, 
1937. 

Corporal  James  E.  Sands  - Radio,  1933. 

Private  Ist  Class  Norbert  D.  Fliixn  - 
Radio,  1936. 

Private  1st  Class  Donald  F.  Lowney  - 
Radio,  1936. 

Private  Harold  J.  Nycum  - Radio,  1936. 

(1st  Cl.) 

.oOo 

PERSONNEL  NOTES 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  announced  the  appoint- 
ment, under  the  provisions  of  the" Act  of 
Congress,  approved  J'one  16,  1936,  of 
Colonel  Arnold  N,  Krogstad,  Air  Corps, 
as  \ting  Commander  with  the  temporary 
rank  of  Brigadier  General,  Air  Corps, 
from  March  1,  1938;  his  relief  from  as- 
signment and  duty  as  Comman‘lo,nt  of  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kellj?' 
Field,  Texas,  and  his  assignment  to  duty 
as  Wixig  Commander,  Second  i^ing,  GHQ  Air 
Force,  Langley  Field,  Va. 


Promotion:  From  Lieut.  Colonel  to 
Colonel  - Frederick  L,  Martin  (Brigadier 
General,  Y/ing  Commander)  with  rank  from 
February  24,  1938, 

Lieut.  Colonel  ArtNor  3.  McDaniel  is 
relieved  from  duty  as  Instructor  at  the 
Comn:and  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kans. , and  assigned  to  duty 
as  student,  Array  War  College ,58-39 course. 
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OBITUARIES 


Enroute  from  Max7f/ell  Field,  Ala.  , to 
Barksdale  Field,  La. , on  March  22nd,  in 
a_BT-9  airplane,  Major  Boh ere  H.  Finley, 
Air  Corps,  met  his  death  when  he  crashed 
approximately  twelve  miles  east  of 
Meridian,  Miss.  The  plane  was  complete- 
ly wrecked  and  o-urned".  It  was  reported 
that  the  pa,rachute  was  fonnd  to  he  open. 

The  deceased  officer  entered  the  mili- 
tary service  during  the  'fforld  War  and 
held  four  flying  ratings,  those  of  Air- 
plane Pilot,  Airplane  Observer,  Airship 
Pilot  and  Balloon  Observer. 

Born  on  hovember  10,  1892,  at  Omaha, 
IJebraska,,  Major  Finley  grad.uated  from 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  that 
city,  and  in  1915  he  graduated  as  an 
electrical  engine.er  from  the  ITebraska 
State  University.  Prior  to  his  entry  in 
the  service,  he  was  en^^loyed  for  one 
year  as  a draughtsman  by  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Co. , and  for  a year  he 
wa,s  employed  by  a motor  ca,r  company  in 
the  sales  and  service  department. 

^Enlisting  in  the  Aviation  Section, 
Signal  Enlisted  Reserve  Corps,  on  Octo- 
ber 9,  1917,  he  T/as  sent  to"  the  Army 
Balloon  School  at  Fort  Cmnha,  liebraska, 
for  light er-than-air  training,  upon  the 
completion  of  which  he  was  appointed  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Avia-tion  Sec- 
tion, Signal  Corps,  February  11,  193.8, 
aud  assigned  to  active  duty  as  an  in- 
structor at  the  above-named  Balloon, 
School. 

In  addition  to  his  balloon  training 
at  Fort  Omaha,  Major  Finley  completed 
the ^course  of  instruction  at  the  Uavy 
Dirigible  School  at  Pensacola,  Fla, , in 


1919,  and  the  course  of  insti’uction  at 


From  December,  1928,  to  April,  1930, 
Major  Finley  was  on  duty  at  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field, 
111".  , follovang  ?/hich  he  was  stationed 
in  the  Hawaiian  Department  for  a period 
of  three  jeai's,  being  on  duty  at  various 
times  with  the  4th  Observation  Squadron, 
the  5th  Composite  G-roup  and  the  23rd  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  at  Luke  Field.  His 
next  assignment  was  at  Rock'well  Field, 
Calif.,  from  August,  1933,  to  October, 
1935,  where  he  served  for  a short  time 
8,s  Post  Exchange  Officer,  and  later  as 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  76th  Service 
Squadron;  Supply  Officer,  Station  Comple- 
ment; a,nd  Assistant  Post  Adjutant.  From' 
Rockwell  Field  he  was  transferred  to 
Moffett  Field,  Calif. , where  he  remained 


until  August,  1937,  when  he  was  trans- 


ferred to  Mitchel  Field,  U.Y. 

The  Air  Corps  deeply  regrets  the  pass- 
ing of  this  ve'teran  pilot  extends 
the  utmost  ssnnpathy  to  his  bereaved 
family  anE.  friends. 

- — -oOo 


An  unfortunate  collision  in  the  air 
on  March  18,  1938,  some  five  miles 
southwest  of  Clark  Field,  P.I.,  result- 


ed in  the  death  of  2nd  Lieut.  William 


the  Array^Airship  School  at  Langley  Field, 
Va.  , during  the  time  he  v/as  stationed  at 
this  field,  from  July,  1920,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1921,  He  next  attended  tiie  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Carls trom  Field,  Arca- 
dia, Fla.  , and  upon  gradua,tion  therefrom 
and  completion  of  the  course  of  ixistruc- 
tion  at _ the  Advanced  Flying  School  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  he  was  assigned  as 
student  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
Sciiool,  Yale  University,  Hew  Haven, Conn., 
where  he  specialized  in  radio  communica- 
tions, graduating  in  June,  3,923. 

_ Re turning  to  Langley  Field,  Major 
Finley  served  as  communications  officer 
of  the  2nd  Bombar'lment  Group  until  Octo- 
ber 1,  1924.  For  the  next  two  years  he 
_vas  stationed  in  the  Philippines,  serv- 
-ng  at  Hichols  Field  for  tw/o  months  and 
'it  Kindley  Field  during  the  remainder  of 
iis  foreign  service  tour.  He  then  re- 
turned_  to  Kelly  Fields  where  he  served 
as  an  instructor  in  the  Observation  Sec- 
tion of  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 

Later  he  took  the  special  course  of  in- 
structipn  in  Airplane  Observation  at 
this  school,  upon  completion  of  which  he 
was  rated  as  "Airplane  Observer." 
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M.  McBee  and  Private,  1st  Class,  Harold 
Hordcuest,  Air  Corps.  Heither  the 
pilot  nor  the  passenger  used  the  para- 
chute. The  occupants  of  the  other  air- 
plane in  the  accident,  2nd  Lieut. 

Joseph  J.  Haszaro,  pilot,  and  Sergeant 
Wra,  M.  kelson,  passenger,  escaped  death 
by  \ising  their  parachutes.  The  pilot 
was  injured  during  the  course  of  his 
jump, 

Lieut.  McBee  had  been  stationed  in 
the  Philippines  scarcely  a month,  having 
arrived  in  that  Department  for  duty  on 
February  21st.  He  graduated  from  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  on  October 
65  1937,  specializing  in  Pursuit  Avia- 
tion, and  on  that  date  was  rated  as 
"Airplane  Pilot."  He  was  a member  of 
the  June,  1936,  graduating  class  of  the 
U. 3.  Military  Academy,  being  commussion- 
ed  a 2nd  Lieutenant  of  Infantrj^,  follow- 
ing 'wiiich  he  w'as  assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  for  flying  training.  He  \was  born 
in  ArloansaSi  January  12,  1911. 

Private  Hordquest  W8.s  serving  his 
first  enlistment  in  the  Air  Corps, which 
he  joined  on  September  23,  1935,  being 
assigned  to  station  at  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111.  He  graduated  in  May, 

1936,  from  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School  at  that  station  as  a Radio  Opera- 
tor, following  which  he  was  assigned 
to  duiiy  in  the  Philippines  w'ith  sta- 
tion at  Hichols  Field,  P.I.  He  was  pro- 
m-oted  to  Private,  1st  Class,  Hovember 
30,  1937.  I 

The  Air  Corps  exte^ids  its  deepest 
sympathy  to  the  sorrow/ing  relatives  and 
friends  of  these  two  young  men  whose 
untimely  death  cut  short  ■.  promising 
career-sin  the  military  service. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  puMication  is  to  distrihiite  information  on  aero- 
nautics  to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Arrr^'-,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard, 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

— oOo 

THE  ARl-IY  SERVES  A COICOTITT 
By  the  Scott  Eield  Correspondent 


Never  again  do  we  hope  to  have  an  emer- 
gency such  as  confronted  the  civil  au- 
thorities of  Belleville  and  the  military 
authorities  of  Scott  Eield,  111. , on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  15,  1938.  However, 
if  we  do  find  such  an  emergency  arising, 
we  are  pretty  sure  from  the  recent  per- 
f®rmance  of  our  troops  that  we  will  meet 
it  properly. 

The  whole  country  knows  by  this  time 
that  a tornado  is  of  brief  duration,  but 
terrific  velocity  and  destructiveness 
took  less  than  one  minute  to  lay  waste 
about  eight  blocks  of  Belleville  on  West 
Main  Street  and  a,djoining  streets  in  the 
.vicinity  of  the  Belleville  Township  High 
'School.  Narrowly  missing  that  structure, 
the  tornado  destroyed  an  industrial 
plant  adjoining,  a grade  school,  a 
tavern,  several  filling  stations,  stores 
and  some  eighty  residences.  The  storm 
also  uprooted  trees,  blew  down  light 
poles  and  high  tension  wires,  upset 
railroad  box  cars,  automobiles  and  other 
articles  too  numerous  to  mention,  as  an 
auctioneer  would  say.  In  short,  every- 
thing in  the  path  of  the  twister  was 
strewn  far  and  wide. 

_In  such  a calamity  of  nature  it  is 
miraculous  that  there  were  not  more 
deaths  and  injuries  sustained,  but  the 
eight  immediate  deaths  and  the  more  than 
twenty  fairly  serious  injuries  at  once 
strained  the  facilities  of  the  Belleville 
hospitals. 

Less  serious,  but  in^ortant  to  the 
work  of  rescue,  was  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  order  and  coordinating  the 
task  of  rescue  workers.  Who  was  better 
fitted  for  the  task  than  the  Regular 
stationed  at  nearby  Scott 

Consequently,  at  about  5:15  p.m, , a 
hurried  call  for  immediate  help  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
Scott  Eield  from  the  Chief  of  Police  of 
Belleville.  The  Scott  Eield  Commander 
i|  replied  that  he  would  send  in  immediate- 
ly one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men. 

All  men  on  the  post  were  at  once  or- 
dered to  quarters  and  all  motor  transpor- 
tation was  lined  up  outside  the  garage 
ready  to  go.  Many  of  the  soldiers  were 


I already  gathering  at  the  F®st  Theater, 
i where  the  picture  "Good  Earth"  was  at- 
! tr acting  a-  capacity  house.  The  theater 
i Was  closed  and  all  men  ordered  te  get 
I aboard  the  trucks  at  once.  As  the 
I alarm  spread  there  was  a general  exodus 
j of  men  from  barracks,  theater,  quarters, 

I post  exchazige,  etc.,  Just  as  they  were, 

: some  in  uniform,  some  in  fatigue 
! clothes,  some  with  overcoats,  some  with- 
j out.  They  piled  into  the  trucks  and^ 

! were  on  their  way  to  Belleville  within 
j 25  minutes  after  the  call  came. 

I As  the  convoy  of  some  15  trucks  pass- 
i ed  through  tiie  center  of  Belleville, 
i they  ra-n  into  one  of  the  worst  traffic 
i Jams  imaginable.  It  seemed  that  every- 
i DOd^'-  in  Belleville  was  trying  to  get  to 
I the  scene  at  once.  Tlie  soldiers  had  to 
literally  fight  the  way  in  for  the  last 
j mile  to  get  tc  the  edge  of  the  stricken 
i area. 

i Arriving  at  the  scene  of  destruction, 

I the  soldiers  were  quickly  marched  to 
i the  center  of  the  area.  After  a hur- 
I ried  survey  of  the  situation  was  made, 
i the  soldiers  dispersed  to  the  outer 
i edges  of  the  area  to  work  the  crowd 
I back  and  keep  others  from  coming  in. 
i About  an  hour  after  the  arrival  in 
I the  area,  a command  post  was  establish- 
I ed  in  the  office  of  an  industrial  plant 
j on  the  eastern  edge  of  tho  area.  This 
plant  was  entirely  destroyed  except  for 
the  front  office.  The  Bell  Telephone 
I Compan;^^  put  in  a line  and  telephone  for 
! communication  purposes  with  the  outside, 
j Prior  to  this,  the  only  communication 
! available  was  the  police  two-way  radio 
i from  the  patrol  car  of  the  Chief  of 
! Police. 

I As  soon  as  telephone  communication 
i was  established,  the  field  was  contact- 
ed and  told  to  send  no  more  men  into 
! the  area,  but  to  hold  them  in  readiness 
I as  reinforcements,  or  to  be  used  as  re- 
! placements  in  the  morning.  As  darkness 
! was  coming  on,  all  flashlights  in  the 
I Signal  Corps  stock  wore  requested  to  be 
' sent  in  along  with  riot  sticks  and 
coffee  and  sandwiches. 

Shortly  after  dark  the  sky  began  to 
clear,  and  a brilliant  moon  with  gor- 
geous cloud  formations  cast  aneerie  glow 
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over  the  entire  scene.  Later ^ as  the 
clouds  drifted  away,  the  clear  moonlight 
made  the  work  easier,  and  sad  work  it 
was.,  A check  of  survivors  was^ almost 
impossihle,  except  where  a family  was 
working  around  its  ruined  home  and  could 
assure  the  searchers  that  they  were  all 
present  and  accounted  for.  All  too 
often,  this  was  impossihle.  Guarding  to 
prevent  looting  and  to  clear  the  district 
of  the  curious  who  would  have  poured  in 


of  the  129,357,000  taxpayers  of  the 
United  States,  paid  out  5304,600,000  for 
aviation  activities,  these  figures  being# 
broken  down  as  follows;  ^ 

lion-scheduled  flying,  utilizing  7,000 
employees,  $13,300,000. 

Air  transport,  utilizing  17,546  evcc- 


to  hamper  rescue  work  was  tedious,  and 


ployees,  $37,206,000. 
Army  Air  Corps^( 


later  in  the  night  also  became  chilling. 
Some  soldiers  had  more  grim  duty  in  ex- 
tracting from  the  wreckage  the  Dody  of 
a man  pinned  into  the  earth  by  a two-by- 
four.  I 

When  it  became  apparent  that  troops  | 
would  be  needed  for  several  days  to  i 

guard  the  area,  and  as  the  emergency  j 
would  be  over  the  next  day,  the  Command-  j 
ing  Officer  of  Scott  Field  in  charge  of  j 
the  Regular  Army  troops,  p.dvised  Mayor 
George  Remsneider,  of  Belleville,  that  I 
he  should  call  on  the  Governor  of  i 

Illinois  for  National  Guard  troops  to  | 
relieve  the  Regulars  as  soon  as  possible. j 
A call  was  made  to  Governor  Henry  Horner,: 
who  promised  National  Guard  troops  by  ! 
4:00  p.m,  the  next  day. 


The  first  force  of  guards  was  relieved 


at  seven  o’clock  the  next  morning  by  the 
men  of  the  15th  Observation  Squadron, 
better  and  more  deliberately  equipped 
and  clothed.  They  remained  on  guard 


throughout  the  day,  while  the  vrea-vy  forcej  gainful  occupations  co  a total  of  ap- 


of  the  night  before  tumbled  into  their 
beds  for  some  much  needed  sleep.  The 
15th  Squadron  men  were  relieved  8-t  5:00 
p.m,  by  the  Illinois  National  Guard 
troops  dispatched  by  Governor  Horner, 
oOo 


__  „ __  ^ ,20,707  officers  and 

men)  6106,000,000. 

Naval  air  forces  (20,671  officers  and 
men)  $97,000,000. 

Coast  Guard  aviation  (391  officers  and 
men)  $1,400,000. 

Basic  research,  utilizing  416  tech- 
nicians, $2,100,600. 

Radio,  Weather,  Regulations,  etc.,  em- 
ploying 5,400,  $12,600,000. 

Airport  construction  through  IPA  pro- 
jects, employing  30,000  workers, 
$35,000,000. 

Part  of  this  outlay  of  $304,600,000  in 
tmui  supported  such  essential  industries 
as  - 

Engine  production,  worth  351,900,000. 

Accessories  amounting  to  $19,500,000. 

Total  output  of  aeronautical  facto- 
ries, reaching  $114,990,000. 

Raw  materials  costing  more  than 

$20,000,000. 

iiiel  and  cil  amounting  to  $11,400,000. 

Number  of  employees  - 36,060. 

Prom  the  employment  standpoint  alone, 
it  w'ill  be  noted  that  the  aeronautical 
industry  of  the  United  States  afforded 


THS  PROGRESS  OP  AVIATION 


The  monthly  aeronautical  magazine 
AVIATION,  for  April,  published  a most 
interesting  series  of  charts  as  tending 
to  show  that,  in  the  words  of  the  editor 
of  this  magazine  in  his  open  letter  pre- 
ceding this  series  of  charts,  ’’Aviation 
has  passed  the  cxperimenta.1  stage.  It  is 
no  longer  a mere  toy  for  the  scientist, 
or  simply  a source  of  vicarious  thrills 
for  the  man  on  the  street.  Aviation  has 


proxinately  136  ,131  persons,  including 
military,  naval,  and  Coast  Guard  person- 
nel. 

The  rest  of  the  world  bought 
$39,400,600  worth  of  U.S.  aircraft  pro- 
ducts. 

Here  are  other  pertinent  figures  de- 
noting the  progress  of  aviation  in  the 
United  States: 

By  air  travel  the  United  States  in 
the  year  1927  was  35  hours  wide,  as 
against  the  reduced  time  of  26  hours  and 
54  minutes  in  1932  and  15  hours  and  10 
minutes  in  1937.  3;/  rail  the  United 
States  is  still  67:02  hours  wide. 

Round  trips  by  air  from  Chicago  to 
New  York  amounted  to  six  per  day  in 
1932  as  coiig)ared  with  23  daily  in  1937. 

There  were  10  fa.tal  accidents  in  air- 
line operations  from  April  1,  1936,  to 


come  of  age.  It  has  become  ana  integra.1 

part  of  our  national  life,  weaving  stronij  April  1,  1937,  as  against  five  from 
threads  into  the  web  of  our  national  com-i  April  1,  1937,  to  April  1,  1938, 
raerce  and  tough  fibers  into  the  warp  of  I ' In  economy  of  air" travel,  the  fare  per 

our  national  defense.  Quite  literally,  i mile  was  reduced  frdm  11^  in  1928  to 

this  country’s  aviation  has  become  everyn  6,2^  in  1932  and  5.4^^  in  1937. 

body’s  business.”  ! In  ];932,  commercial  airlines  carried 

Among  the  facts  regarding  the  aeronaut-j  474,279  passengers,  3,697  tons  of  mail 
ical  industry,  as  brought  out  by  means  j and  517  tons  of  express,  as  against 
of  the  charts  above  referred  to,  are  the  I 1,102,707  passengers,  11,000  tons  of 


following; 

Last  year,  30,000  flying  students,  the 
Owners  of  6,000  private  planes, 1, 325,000 
taxi  or  hop  customers,  the  writers  of 
300,000,000  letters,  the  purchasors  of 

1.268.060  tickets  and  the  shippers  of 

628. 060  parcels,  together  with  the  rest 


mail  and  3,564  tons  of  express  carried 
in  1937. 

As  indicative  of  the  fact  that  airmail 
"subsit^y”  is  vanishing,  the  figures  show 
! that  in  1932  the  United  States  paid  air 
! mail  contractors  the  sum  of  $19,938,000 
I as  against  $12, 891,000  in  1937,  while 
-2-  (Continued  on  Page  4) 
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LOSS  0?  SMALL  PIN  CAUSES  PORCED  LAl'JDING 
By  1st  Lieut.  John  H,  Fite,  Air  Corps 


Ed.  Note:  The  oft  repeated  erpres-  j approximately  within  fifteen  miles  of 
siun  about  the  little  things  that  I Tucson.  i;irectly  he  lew  me  the  terrain 

count  is  fully  substantiated  in  the  _ I was  exceedingly  rough  and  no  visible 
story  which  follo'ws  - a storj-  which  it  j emergency  landing  area  was  available, 
would  not  have  been  necesearz'’  to  write  i The  ground  was  covered  either  by  ' 


but  for  the  loss  of  a small  tapered 
pin  which  rendered  inoperative  the 
switch  connecting  the  gasoline  tanks 
on  a B--12  Bombing  plane. 


"To  jump,  or  not  to  jimp,  that  is  the 
question."  This  momentous  decision  was 
forced  upon  me  on  the  morning  of  Febru- 


boulders,  cacti  or  mesqjuite.  I con'cinued 
i to  contact  the  Tucson  Airport  and  in- 
i formed  the  radio  operator  of  my  exact 
'position  and  altitude,  and  that  a forced 
I landing  was  inevitable  unless  I decided 
! to  abandon  the  ship.  The  situation,  of 
I course,  was  serious. 

There  wasn’ t much  consolation  to  be 


ary  25,  1938,  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes ! had,  during  conversation  with  the 
after  I had  departed  from  Biggs  Field, El  i radio  operator,  from  his  statement  that 
Paso,  Texas,  toward  March  Field, Hi versidej  "it  certainly  looks  bad." 

California.  Iviy  clearance  read  from  Big|s . Unconsciously  I replied:  "Gee,  are 
Field  to  March  Field,  direct;  however j I jyou  telling  me?" 

was  going  to_land  at  Tucson  for  gasoline  ; Burbank,  Calif.,  along  with  several 
if  I deemed^! t^necess^y.  . _ ! other  stations  were  listening  in. 


Flying  a B-12A  airplane  with  three 
passengers,  I departed  at  approximately 
ten  o'clock  from  Biggs  Field.  There  be- 
ing two  main  tanks  with  visual  fuel 

fauges  and  two  auxiliary  tanks  without 
uel  gauges  in  the  3-12,  I decided  to 
use  my  right  main  tank  for  the  first  pe- 
riod in  order  to  be  able  to  calculate  mir 
fuel  con sunrot ion-air  speed  ratio.  Climb- 
ing to  8,000  feet,  I flew  a compass 
course  for  Apache  Pass.  Going  through 
the  Pass,  I approached  the  southern  end 
of  Dry  Lake, thence  directly  toward 
Tucson,  passing  slightly  to  the  left  of 
the  peak  of  the  Rincon  Mountain. 

At  this  period  right  main  tank  fuel 
indicator  read  ten  gallons.  Based  upon 
the  passage  of  time,  the  fuel  consump- 
tion, and  the  distance  I had  made  during 
this  time.  I determined  that  I would 
have  sufficient  gas  to  reach  March  Field 
without  landing  at  Tucson.  At  this 
point  Tucson  was  approximately  twenty 
miles  directly  ahead  of  me  which,  of 
course,  was  west.  At  this  point  I 
switched  from  ray  right  main  to  the  left 
auxiliary  gas  tank.  Fuel  pressure  and 
the  R.P.M.'s  indicated  to  me  that  the 
left  auxiliary  tank  was  being  used.  At 
this  point  I picked  up  the  "mike"  and 
called  Tucson,  in  order  to  get  the  winds 
aloft  report  between  Tucson  and  March 
Field. 


By  this  time  the  v/arning  light  on  the 
I fuel  system  was  blinking  and  the  fuel 
! pressure  gauges  were  approaching  zero. 
'1/Vhile  still  looking  for  a landing  field, 
'my  subconscious  mind  referred  to  three 
j alternatives;  first,  to  abandon  the 
■ship;  second,  to  attempt  to  land;  third, 

! if  I atteii5)ted  to  land,  should  I leave 
j the  wheels  up  ^r  lower  them?  To  abandon 
i the  ship  meant  getting  word  to  the  three 
I passengers,  and  I did  not  have  inter- 
I phone  connections  in  this  air;plane.  One 
jihan  was  in  the  nose,  another  in  the  bomb 
ibay,  while  the  third  rode  in  the  observ- 
jer’s  seat. 

I do  not  believe  I would  have  had 
'enough  time  to  get  all  three  men  out  of 
'the  ship  by  visual  signals.  At  this 
! point  the  motors  started  to  splutter, 

! and  the  man  in  the  nose  looked  to  me  for 
j instructions  - whether  to  bail  out  or 
jnot.  I shook  my  head.  A very  small 
i clearing  showed  up  on  my  right  and  I.  de- 
I cided  to  land  the  airplane. 

; My  motors  were  nov/  dead.  I was  defin- 
j itely  losing  altitude  and  had  started 
; spiraling  dov^n.  Still  looking  for  some 
I other  place  to  land  than  the  small  patch 
I of  ground  which  had  possibilities,  I 
i lowered  landing  gear.  This  decision 
; T/as  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  cacti 
land  mesquite  wore  not  extremely  high  and 
' that  there  were  a few  rocks  and  boulders 


TOiile  talking  to  the  'Tacson  radio  oper-l  in  this  vicinity.  _ Consequently , with  my 


ator,  I glanced  over  the  "mike"  toward 
the  right  fuel  indicator.  To  my  aston- 
ishment the  right  fuel  indicator  showed 
a reading  of  five  gallons  insteaiof  the 
previous  ten,  I switched  from  the  aux- 


wheels  down  I believed  tliat  if’ I missed’ 
i the  rocks  I would  clear  most  of  the 
I cacti  and  mesquite.  If  I hit  a rock 
; while  landing  on  the  belly  of  the  ship  I 
feared  for  the  man  in  the  nose  and  the 


main  tank,  hopaag ' Bomb-bay.  At  this  point  I was  approxi- 
tJiat  only  the  auxiliary  system  was  out  imately  2500  feet  above  the  terrain. 

the  mam  system.  I kept  radio  | i Bad  maintained  radio  conversation 
contact  with  Tucson.  However,  with  the  iwith  the  Tucson  Airport,  gave  them  my 
uel  control  valve  on  tne  left  main  tank,  i decision,  where  I expected  to  land,  and 
^ continued  to  j likewise  a^ed  them  to  stand  by  for  an 

5®”®  j emergen c,y  run  to  aid  me  in  case  of  dis- 

■nne  tank.  By  this  time  I had  | aster,  I then  switched  off  the  radio 

P ssed  the  Rincon  Mountain  peak  and  was  land  gave  my  full  attention  to  the  land- 
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ing  of  the  airplane.  On  approaching  | 
this  small  clearing,  which  was  on  tne  : 
right  and  parallel  to  the  Hincon  Dry  ; 

Wash,  I saw  tnat  I definitely  had  to  ! 

land  in  the  small  clearing,  Decanse  to  i 
land  short  would  liave  spelled  disaster.  i 
Making  a long  S approach,  I trimmed  the  i 
ship  and  started  to  glide  toward  the  i 
field  a little  above  the  normal  glidir^  i 
angle.  Another  incident  I encountered  i 
was  the  fact  that  the  propeller  contin-  | 
ued  to  turn  and  had  a tendency  to  in-  i 
crease  raj/  speed  considerably,  hot  hav-  j 
ing  wing  flaps,  I had  no  possible  way  of  ' 
holding  the  nose  of  the  ship  to  slow  ! 
dov<n  the  airplane,  and  a B-12  cannot  be  i 
brought  up  toward  the  stall  at  this  alti-| 
tude  without  encormtering  danger.  i 

I saw  that  I vvould  easily  hit  the  i 

field,  but  that  it;  would  not  be  long  I 
enough  to  stop  the  airplane  within  its  j 

boundaries,  I must  admit  that,  as  a ; 

rule,  a small  field  from  a considerable  i 
height  increases  in  si'ze  as  you  approach  i 
it.  I am  afraid  in  this  case  that  the  j 
field  shrank  as  I approached  it.  As  my 
wheels  touched  the  ground  there  appeared  } 
in  a small  patch  of  raesquite  and  cacti  j 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  field  a trac-  1 
tor  partially  hidden  by  the  aforemen-  | 
tioned.  I quickly  applied  the  brakes  to  ; 
the  fullest  extent,  but  I realized  that 
I could  not  stop  before  running  into  j 
this  mesquite.  The  tractor  forced  me  to  j 
swerve  sharply  to  the  right,  and  I made  ; 
contact  with  the  small  trees  and  cacti.  | 
The  wheels  being  down,  only  the  tops  of 
these  small  trees  were  hit,  and  we  quick-! 
ly  passed  through  them,  coming  out  on  i 
tne  other  side  with  a limb  sticking  in  ' 
each  wing.  Having  veered  to  the  right,  ! 
the  plane  cams  to  rest  at  right  angles  ' 
to  ray  approach.  The  four  of  us  quickly  i 
abandoned  the  plane  with  the  one  idea  in 
mind  - FIHE.  fortunately,  there  was  i 
none.  | 

Upon  inspecting  the  airplane,  we  found  j 
there  was  slight  damage  to  the  two  wings,; 
but  the  tail  surface  had  received  con-  , 
siderable  damage  on  the  left  side,  caus-  ! 
ed  by  its  catching  on  a sma-11  tree  as  I ' 
veered  to  the  right.  Tlie  left  tire,  as  | 
well  as  the  tail  v/heel,  had  been  blovm.  I 
My  passenger  in  the  nose  of  the  plane  j 
nad  turned  his  back  upon  the  approach  to  ! 
the  mesquite,  and  vvhile  the  glass  was  I 
shattered  no  in.piry  v/as  sustained  by  him.j 
A few  minutes  aJ'terward  there  came  ■; 
circling  over  this  area  one  of  the  Ameri-t 
can  Air  Line  giant  flag  ships  which  had  I 
been  approaching  Tucson  and”  was  ordered  i 
out  by  radic  to  the  location  I had  given,' 
They  came  lew  enough  to  give  a.n  acciirate  ! 
account  of  m.y  position  and  approximately  ; 
the  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  aurplane.: 
They  reported  that  no  injuries  had  been  I 
incurred  by  the  personnel.  This  courtesyi 
was,  of  course,  greatly  appreciated  by 
me,  and  it  lifted  the  tension  which  had 
been  created  by  my  radio  conversation 
with  the  Tucson  Airport. 
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A young  Mexican  in  his  dilapidated  car 
ferried  me  to  the  Airport,  where  tele- 
graphic reports  were  sent  out  concerning! 
the  accident. 

Upon  my  return  to  the  scene  of  the  ac- 
cident, a close  inspection  revealed  that 
a small  tapered  pin  connecting  the  four- 
way valve  handle  to  the  gas  tanks  had 
fallen  out  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  switch  from  the  one  tank  I had  been 
on  to  any  of  the  other  three  gasoline 
tanks . 

Of  conrse,  since  the  forced  landing 
was  successful,  I was  glad  that  we  had 
not  abandoned  the  ship.  ifJhether  it 
would  have  been  more  feasible  to  make  a 
belly  landing  can  only  be  answered  by 
the  fact  that  a successful  wheel  landing 
was  made  and  no  great  damage  whs  done 
to  the  airulane,  nor  v/ere  any  injuries 
sustained  ty  the  personnel. 

The  forced  landing  occurred  in  very 
rough  and  rugged  country,  and  it  happen- 
ed with  such  little  advance  warning  that 
we  really  did  not  have  time  to  take  much 
premediated  action.  The  three  passen- 
gers realized  the  predicament  I was  in, 
but  they  did  not  have  any  desire  to 
abandon  the  plane  unless  I gave  them 
orders,  which  to  me  was  quite  commend- 
able. It  shov/ed  that  they  had  faith  in 
the  pilot  of  the  airplane. 

We  were  picked  up  on  the  following 
morning  by  a B-18  from  March  Field,  and 
we  continued  the  trip  to  that  field. 

— -oOo 

The  Progress  of  Aviation 

(Continued  from  Bage  2) 

air  mail  writers  paid  the  United  States 
$6,000,000  in  1932,  and  more  than  twice 
that  sum  ($12,450,000)  in  1937. 

Looking  into  the  future  - in  1943, 
five  years  from  now,  AVIATIOU  envisions, 
the  fare  on  commercial  airlines  at 
per  mile;  passengers  carried  per  year, 
6,000,000;  all  first  class  mail  trans- 
ported by  air  without  surcharge;  total 
domestic  route  miles,  60,000;  total 
foreign  route  miles,  100,000;  speed  on 
trunk  line  routes,  between  250  and  300 
miles  per  hour;  altitude  of  travel, 
25,000  feet;  passengers  carried  per 
plane,  from  40  to  80,  and  from  3 to  6 ' 
airmen;  mile  square  terminals, ^ double 
runways;  coi^lete  automatic  blind  land- 
ing and  positive  traffic  control. 

— .oOo 

Effective  upon  the  completion  of  their 
present  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School, _Eort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  Major  Frederick  M. 
Hopkins,  Jr.,  and  Captain  Earl  VkOBarnes, 
Air  Corps,  are  assigned  to  duty  at 
Maxv/ell  Field,  Ala,  , and  Major  Clements 
McMullen,  Air  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty 
at  the  San  Antonin  Air  Depot,  Duncan 
Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

— — oOo 
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IvlARCH  PIELD  PERSOFiJEL  RESCUE  FLOOD  VICTIMS 
By  tue  News  Letter  Correspondent 


While  lar^e  areas  in  Southern  Califor-  i 
nia  were  being  choked  up  and  devastated, 
and  people,  automobiles  and  even  houses  ! 
were  being  swept  away  by  raging  flood 
waters,  the  result  of  a record  three-day 
rainfall,  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif., 
unharmed  in  the  midst  of  chaos  that  cut 
off  whole  cities  from  the  outside  world,  I 
marshalled  its  forces,  rescued  persons  '• 
whose  lives  were  endangered  by  swirling  j 
waters,  and  joined  the  Red  Cross  in  aid-  , 
ing  flood  victims.  I 

On  March  2nd,  with  the  first  knowledge  j 
of  the  worst  flood  disaster  in  Southern  j 
California  history.  Colonel  John  K.Pirie,| 
Commanding  Officer  of  March  Field,  ac-  i 
quainted  with  conditions  in  Riverside, 
ten  miles  away,  ordered  Quartermaster 
tnicks  and  soldiers  to  the  scene  to  as- 
sist in  rescue  work. 

. Under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  Gen-  i 
eral  Delos  C.  Emmons,  1st  Wing  Commander,! 
the  .38th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  took  to  j 
the  air.  to  photograph  inundated  areas  , 
eastward  to  Indio,  and  along  all  swollen  j 
rivers  and  washes  from  mountains  to  the  i 
sea.  Airplanes  of  the  17th  Attack  Group  | 
constantly  flew  over  flooded  sections,  | 
the  Arm^'-  airmen  directing  and  facilitat- 
I ing  rescue  work  by  means  of  radio  commu- 
nication. Airplanes  waited,  ever  ready, 
on  the  hangar  lines  to  be  sent  off  on 
any  mission  which  might  arise.  March 
Field  flyers  dropped  food  and  gave  news 
of  outside  conditions  to  marooned  commu- 
nities and  towns.  With  short  wave  radio, 
the  only  means  of  communication,  March 
Field’s  WYM  kept  constant  contact  with 
Los  Angeles,  San  Bernardino  and  outside 
points,  acting  as  a news  agency  in  the 
dissemination  of-  actual  and  unexaggerat- 
ed  reports  of  conditions  and  assisting 
in  the  direction  of  outside  help. 

A radio  transmitter  and  receiver  W'Ore 
transported  bjr  air  to  Alhambra  to  in- 
crease communication  facilities.  Food 
j supplies  for  March  Field  were  flown  in 
by  air  because  there  were  no  trains  to 
, or  through  Riverside  for  ten  days  and 
all  highways  were  either  closed  or  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  traffic. 

March  Field  officers  cooperated  with 
and  kept  in  constant  touch  with  the 
State  Highway  and  Forestry  Departments. 
They  assisted  the  Highway  Department  to 
a considerable  extent  by  locating  and 
reporting  bridges  that  were  washed  away  j 
and  reporting  other  washouts. 

Mien  the  rumbling,  invincible  forward 
rush  of  the  water  had  met  the  sea,  leav- 
ing incite  wake  debris  and  silt  and  de- 
I struction  that  concealed  victims,  March 
Field  went  to  work  to /aid' stricken 
I civilians. 

From  municipal,  county,  state  forestry, 
state  highway  and  railway  officials, 
pleas  for  mosaic  photographs  of  devastat- 
ed areas  poured  into  the  office  of  the 


March  Field  Commander.  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Paul  H.  Prentiss,  the  38th 
Reconnaissance  Squadron  made  over  500 
photographs.  Prints,  rushed  out  by  the 
March  Field  Photo  Section,  were  deliver- 
ed with  efficiency  and  dispatch  to  the 
U.S..  Engineers  and  to  county  authorities 
of  Los  Mgeles,  San  Bernardino  and  River- 
side. 

During  the  period  March  3rd  to  5th, the 
17th  Attack  Group,  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Carlyle  H,  Wash,  conduct- 
ed 37  missions,  involving  a total  time 
of  51  hours  and  40  minutes.  Of  these 
missions,  14  were  flown  for  the  purpose 
of  locating  marooned  people;  four  to  lo- 
cate washed-out  roads;  eight  to  locate 
destroyed  bridges;  six  to  check  the  con- 
dition cf  dams;  two  to  check  broken 
power  lines;  two  to  drop  food  to  maroon- 
ed people  - in  which  Lieuts.  Hatcher  and 
Rendle  flew  600  pounds  of  food  to 
marooned  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Cajip 
Baldy  where  Jlood  damage  was  especially 
heavy  - and  one  liaison  mission  to  Los 
Angeles. 

On  the  night  of  March  2nd,  Quartermas- 
ter trucks  and  a detachment  or  enlisted 
men  under  the  command  of  Major  John  B. 
Casseday,  Quartermaster  Corps,  proceeded 
to  West  Riverside,  where -the  turbulent 
waters  of  the  Santa  Ana  River,  rushing 
out  of  its  regular  course  over  highways 
and  through  residential  districts, 
threatened  the  lives  “^f  scores  of  help- 
less people.  Here  the  soldiers  heroical- 
ly braved  the  four-foot  wall  of  swiftly 
moving,  debris-laden  water  and,  by  means 
of  strong  tow  lines  and  the  skillful 
maneuvering  of  an  Array  truck,  a Riverside 
fire  truck  with  several  people  aboard 
Y/as  pulled  out  of  the  flood  when  it  v/as 
in  imminent  danger  of  being  swept  away. 
Several  people  in  this  area,  unable  to 
reach  safe  ground  before  being  caught  by 
the  rising  waters,  were  drowned. 

As  the  flood  waters  receded  and  the 
loxig  weary  task  of  reconstruction  was  be- 
gun, letters  of  thanks  and  appreciation 
arrived  at  March  Field.  One  lady  wrote: 

"Would  you  kindly  give  us  the  names 
of  the  boys  who  were  on  your  Array  trucl 
Wednesday  night,  March  2nd,  doing  res- 
cue work  at  the  Santa  Ana  River  flood? 
My  husband,  young  son  and  I were  saved 
by  those  boys  when  they  were  able  to 
get  us  out  of  the  county  truck. 

"We  were  on  the  fire  truck  for  sever- 
al hours  and  as  it  was  about  to  go  we 
were  transferred  to  the  county  truck 
and  were  there  until  your  truck  appear- 
ed. In  all,  we  were  in  danger  from 
5:30  until  nearly  11  PM.  Our  car  is  in 
the  river.  We  feel  those  boys  of  yours 
saved  those  brave  firemen  as  well  as  wc 
three.  And  a number  of  others  later. 

"We  would  like  to  thank  each  one  per- 
sonally, but  if  you  do  not  care  to  giv' 
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out  their  names,  won’t  you  please  give 
them  our  very  deepest  thanks.  Words 
are  so  useless  when  one's  life  has 
been  saved,  hut  I think  they  Y/ill  un- 
derstand hov/  we  anpreciatc  their  help. 
G-od  hless  them  all. 

"You  have  no  idea  - or  mayhe  you 


have  - of  how  precise  and  quickly  they 

or  usel^ 


v/orked.  hot  a false  move  or  useless 
gesture  which  would  have  meant  time 
wasted, 

"I  deeply  regret  that  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  reward  them  hy  more  than 
our  thanks.  If  you  are  willing  to 
send  us  their  names  we  will  he  eternal- 
ly grateful  - otherwise,  please  thank 
them  for  their  life-time  friends. 

Mrs.  Hasel  E.  Smith  & family." 
From  the  County  of  Riverside,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Sheriff,  the 
American  Red  Cross,  the  California  High- 
way Patrol,  etc,,  came  other  letters, 
warm  and  sincere  and  gre.teful.  Mr.  E. 
Raymond  Cato,  Chief  of  the  California 
Highway  Patrol,  wrote:  i 

• "On  hehalf  cf  the  California  Highway  j 
Patrol,  I wish  to  take  this  opportuni-  j 
ty  cf  thanking  you,  your  officers  and  , 
men,  for  the  invaluable  services  which  j 
you  so  willingly  rendered  the  Califor- 
nia Highway  Patrol  during  and  follow- 
ing the  recent  devastating  flood. 

^"At  a time  when  a numher  of  human  I 
lives  were  imperiled  on  Mission  Boule-  j 
vard  near  Riverside,  entrapped  hy  the  j 
sudden  overflow  of  the  Santa  Ana  River.i 
atop  automobiles,  holding  to  trees  af- 
ter their  vehicles  had  been  washed 
away,  and  after  every  attempt  at  res- 
cue had  failed  and  all  v/ere  seemingly 
lost  because  of  the  lack  of  adoauate 
facilities,  you  unhesitatingly  dis- 
patched the  necessary  facilities  to  | 
the  scene  at  my  request.  ! 

"I  vdsh  to  call  particular  attention  i 
to  and  commend  Major  J.B.  Casseday  and  ! 
the  detachment  of  soldiers  who  so  vali-i 
antly  rescued  the  stranded  victims.  In  j 
the  face  of  imminent  danger  wdth  the  i 
raging  water  still  rising,  Major 
Casseday  and  the  detachment  of  men  of 
your  cormnand  braved  their  way  through 
■ in  an  Array  truck  where  other  rescue 
trucks  and  a tractor  had  fouadered. 

"I  wish  also  to  commend  the  pilots 
who,  during  the  danger  period,  persist- 
ently and  untiringly  kept  a continuous 
aerial  watch  of  Big  Bear  Lake  and  gave 
our  office  hourly  reports  in  order 
tkat  we  might  have  warning  and  evacu- 
ate the  endangered  area  in  the  event 
of  a break  v/hich  was  feared  in  the  dam. 
Tlie  pilots  who  were  dispatched  to  fly 
over  and  furnish  our  office  with  the 
requested  reports  on  various  highways 
and  bridges  are  deserving  of  much  cre- 
dit for  the  promptness  and  accuracy  of 
their  detailed  reports.  These  reports  | 
were  so  precise  that  they  not  only  j 
served  us  in  selecting  best  traffic 
routes,  but  are  now  of  great  value  to 


governmental  engineers  in  making  prelim- 
inary survey  of  the  damages  done.  f 

"And  then,  of  inestimable  importance,  ^ 
was  the  assistance  of  your  radio  commu- 
nications department  whose  services  you 
voluntarily  placed  at  our  disposal.  Our 
communications  were  handled  promptly  and 
accurately. 

"With  such  efficient  officers  and  men, 
there  is  little  wonder  that  the  quality 
of  our  Air  Service  is  far  above  that  of 
any  other  country.  Our  people  are  just- 
ly proud  of  their  Air  Service. 

"As  a representative  of  the  California 
Highv/ay  Patrol,  I am  deeply  grateful  for 
your  assistance.  The  State  of  Califor- 
nia owes  a debt  of  gratitude  to  you  and 
your  command  for  an  invaluable  service 
rendered  her  people  at  a time  of  dire 
need. 

(Signed)  E.  RAYI/iOND  CATO, 

Chief,  Calif.  Highwaj^  Patrol. " 


In  Special  Orders,  dated  March  10, 

1938,  by  command  of  Colonel  John  H.Pirie, 
a beard  of  o^fficers,  composed  of  Majors 
Early  E.W.  .Duncajj.,  Lucas  V.  Beau,  Jr,, 
and  Second  Lieut,  Boyd  Hubbaao.,  Jr.  , was 
appointed  to  meet  without  delay  for  the 
piu’pose  of  receiving,  considering  and 
preparing  for  submission  to.  higher  au- 
thorities, recommendations  for  the  award 
of  the  Soldier's  Medal  to  certain  enlist- 
ed men  of  this  station  for  heroism  dis-  I' 
played  in  flood  rescue  vrark.  ' 

On  Thursday,  March  24th,  the  board  con- 
vened and  heard  testimony  on  the  opera- 
tions of  members  of  this  command  in  con- 
nection witn  the  flood.  The  findings  of 
this  board  have  not  as  yet  been  publish- 
ed. 

All  in  all,  the  efficient  and  whole- 
hearted response  of  March  Field  demon- 
strates the  usefulness  to  which- a defense 
unit  may  be  put  in  the  event  of  peace- 
time disasters.  The  flood  is  over  nofr, 
but  the  ever  strengthening  bond  of 
friendship  between  March  Field  and  civil-' 
ians  is  even  closer  in  the  hearts  and  | 
minds  of  many  grateful  citisens. 

— oOo- — ; 


ASSIGiMEHT  OF  ARMY  WAR  COLLEGE  GRADUATES 


The  following  -named  Air  Corps  officers, 
now  on  duty  as  students  at  the- Array  War 
College,  Fort  Humphreys,  D. C. , are  as- 
signed to  duty  as  indicated,  effective 
upon  completion  of  their  present  course 
of  instruction,  vis: 

Lieut.  Colonel  Hu'bert  R.  Harmon  and 
Major  Idwal  H.  Edwards  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment General  Staff,  Washington,  D.C. 

Colonel  Henry  W,  Harms,  Major s ■ Warren 
R,  Carter  and  Aiistin  W.  Martenstein  to 
Office  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, Washington.! 

Majors  Alfred  J,  Lyon  do  ■Wright"Fierd,0. 
and  John  Y.  Y'^rk,  Jf . 'to  F.lajcwell  Field, Ala. 

A^fajor  Harry  A.  Johnson  to  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoal,  111. 

Major  Joiin  DeF.  Barker  to  Ft.  L' worth 
as  instructor  at  C.  & G.  S.  School. 
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srUTLUm  OATAIBY  lOIEDB  BY  AIHPIAIIE 

The  Ho2iOi*able  Harry  H.  Woodring,  Sec- 
retary of  War,  recently  announced  that 
the  Arm;/  will  init3,ate  tir-i'jo.e  but  in^'Ort- 
ant  teste  when  the  Araiy  Air  < Corps  und-er- 
takec  to  provide  all  food,  Nations  atid 
forage  for  a platoon  of  Cavalry  in  rac-^m- 
tain:us  terrain  in  the.  field,  beginning 
April  14th, 

The  teets  are  being  conductod  in  the 
5ig  Bend  District  of  Texac,  in  the  vicin- 
ity Ttf  Balmorhea.  The  1st  Platoon, Troop 
’•A,"  8th  Cavalry,  consisting  of  50  men 
and  horses  for  the  unit,  wi.ll  pbtain  all 
its  food  for  personnel  and  grain,  and  hay 
for  animals,  from  containers  to  be  let 
down  from  a B~10  Bonder  by  parachutes. 

The  rations  which  will  oe  delivered  to 
personnel  will  be  the  ncriral  gar:fison  of 
5-|  lbs.  per  man;  the  ration  for  horses 
will  consist  of  12  lbs.  of  oats  and  14 
lbs.  cf  hay  each.  Th.ere  will  be  a daily 
delivery  of  approxiiriately  1,000  lbs.  to 
the  Cavalry  platoon  in  moimtainous  ter- 
rain where  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  airplane  to  land,  all  of  which  wall 
be  let  down  by  parachutes  from  the  Arny 
Bomber, 

The  tests  will  be  conducted  for  a pe- 
riod of  four  days,  ending  on  April  iBfch, 
and  will  be  under  the  supervision  of 
■Brig.  General  Ben  Lear,  Commanding  the 
let  Cavalry  Division,  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
iand  irunediately  conducted  by  Major  Gny 
^'hirksey.  Air  Corps,  who  has  been  desig- 
nated Division  Air  Officer,  1st  Cavalry 
Division,  for  the  period  of  the  tests. 

The  delivery  of  food  to  personnel  in 
isolated  areas,  employing  parachutes 
thrown  from  Army  pl/^nes  Is  not  new.  Sev- 
eral years  ago,  a large  number  of  In-_ 
dians  were  fed  for  a considersble  period 
in  the  high  plateaus  of  .Arizona,  wnen 
they  were' cut  off  from  all  outside 
sources  by  deep  snow.  Food  and  medicine 
have  also  been  delivered  to  flood  vie-  j 
tims  on  several  occasions  in  recent  j 

I years.  The  tests  which  the  Axm^r  Air 
I Corps  and  Cavalry  will  initiate  in  South- 
I west  Texas  are  more  extensive,  however, 

, since  they  involve  not  only  the  feeding 
' of  personnel  but  feeding  of  animals  as 
i Well,  to  include  delivery  of  bales  of 
hay  and  sacks  of  grain. 

oOo- — 


RADIO  BROADCAST  FROM  XB-15  and  X0-S5 

A radio  broadcast,  which  reflected 
great  credit  both  on  the  U.S.  Army  and 
the  N.B.O.  representatives  who  took  part 
in  its  arrangement,  wa(  held  on  Sunday, 
Aoril  ord,  in  honor  of  my  Day.  _ As  pre- 
sented, it  was  an  entarvainment  in  which 
eiiy  organization  might  well  have  been 
proud  to  have  a part. 

Among  the  broadcasts  were  one  irom  the 
3lB-15  airplane  flying  over  Hew  York 
City,  with  Major  General  Oscar  Westover 
a,t  the  microuhone,  and  another  fi'om  the 
Air  Corps  substratosphere  airplane,  fly- 
ing at  53.000  feet  over  New  York  City, 
with  Major  Carl  F,  Greene,  Air _ Corps, at 
the  microphone.  The  latter  flight  hap- 
pened. to  be' a record  one  for  altitude 
for  the  substratosphere  airplane  which, 
o.f  co'U’se,  is  not  built  to  acconplish 
altitude  records  but  to  serve  as  an  ex- 
perimental laboratory  for  the  study  of 
practicable  and  comfortable  flights  be- 
tween 50,000  and  40,000  feet. 

Both  airplanes  took  off  from  Wright 
Field,  Ohio,  on  Saturday,  April  2nd.  In 
tho  B-lb  were  Major  S.M.  Umstead  acid 
Lieut.  L.F.  Harman  at  the  controls,  and 
as  crew,  Lieut.  Colonel  H.V.  Hopkins, 
Captain  G.S,  Irvine,  Lieut.  E.K.  Beebe, 
Messrs.  Mark  Zoogler,  P,H.  Henderson, 

L,  Casebeer,  H.V/.  Johnson,  John  Honacker 
and  William  Fell,  the  latter  an  Eclipse 
Aviation  Corporation  representative.  The 
XG-35  was  manned  by  Captains  A. H. Johnson 
and  G.J.  EPpright  at  the  controls,  and 
Major  Carl”F.  Greene  and  IVIr.  G.V/.  Laub. 
The  voices  from  the  two  airplanes  came 
clearly  and  resonantly  above  the  roar 
of  the*' mo  tors.  The  Aircraft  Radio  Labo- 
ratory at  Wright  Field  was  responsible 
for  the  hoolcups  of  the  airplanes. 

The  final  item  of  the  program j a roll 
call  by  General  Maliii  Craig,  Chief  of 
Staff,  in  Washington,  of  the  various 
units  which  had  taken  part  in  the  broad- 
cast, was  a triumphant  demonstration  of 
the  possibilities  of  modern  radio. 

The  timing  of  responses  corning  from 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  air  high  above  New  York 
City,  to  the  voice  of  the  Army  Chief  in 
Washington,  was  a feature  which  those 
who  heard  it  v/ill  not  soon  forget. 

oOO' 


A board  convened  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio, 
on^March  19th,  for  the  purpose  of  evalu- 
ating two-engine  transport -personnel  air- 
planes as  to  utility  of  tj^e.  The  offi- 
cers congrosing  the  board  were  Majors  W.T. 
Larson,  of  Langley  Field,  Va. ; R.T. 
Cronau,  cf  Randolph  Fiels,  Texas;  S.M. 
Umstead  of  Wright  Field;  Captains  L.C. 
Craigie,  of  Wright  Field;  Luther  S. 

|\ Smith,  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
I Air  Corps,  Washington,  D. C. , and  Lieut, 

I E.R.  Todd,  of  Kelly  Field. 

oOo 


An  airplane  accident  on  April  3rd  near 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  resulted  in  the  death 
of  2nd  Lieut.  Kelvine  Burke,  Air  Resorve, 
who  had  been  stationed  at  Selfridge 
I Field,  Mich.,  since  May  15,  1937, 
j Lieut.  Burke  was  born  on  July  15,1911, 
j at  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  and  he  received  his 
j education  at  Buffalo  and  Manhattan  Col- 
! lege.  He  graduated  from  the  Air  Corps 
I Training  Center  in  1936,  and  was  assign- 
ed to  active  duty  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 
Ke  is  survived  by  his  mother,  four  bro- 
thers and  four  sisters,  to  whom  the  Air 
Corps  extends  its  deep  sympathy.  His^ 
father,  a prominent  Buffalo  Surgeon,  is 
deceased. 

■7- 
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A THEATER  FOR  IIAI'niTON  FIELD  i 

At  last  Haiailton  Field  is  to  have  a j 
theater  - and  a "beautifully  constructed  j 
and  decorated  building  it  is.  Situated 
on  the  hillside  near  the  entrance  to  the  1 
post,  its  design  corresponds  to  the  j 

other  buildings  of  white  stucco  with  the  : 
typical  red  tile  roof.  The  interior  • 
also  reflects  the  Spanish  influence, with  i 
copper  trim  and  red  seats,  modern  indi-  | 
rect  lighting  completing  the  decoration.  | 

The  theater  was  to  be  officially  dedi-  j 
cated  on  the  evening  of  April  7th  by  j 
Colonel  Horace  F.  Sykes,  Adjutant  G-eneral; 
of  the  ninth  Corps  Area,  and  Lieut.  Col.  i 
C.W,  Russell,  Commanding  Officer  of  ' 

Hamilton  Field,  while  two  shows  were  to  j 
be  held  that  evening  to  accommodate  the  | 
expected  large  attendance.  ! 

The  building  is  sma.ll  and  con^jact,  i 

seating  but  422.  The  stage  is  construct-! 
ed  for  either  moving  pictures  or  stage  i 
shows,  and  air  conditioning  adds  to  tne  i 
comfort  of  patrons.  ; 

oOo I 

CHANGE  OF  COMIiANDERS  AT  KELLY  FIELD  i 

Brigadier  General  Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  I 
Commanding  Officer  of  Kells'-  Field,  Texas,! 
up  to  March  25th,  departed  on  tha,t  day  I 
for  his  new  assignment  and  duties  as  j 

Y^ing  Commander  of  the  Second  Wing,  GHQ,  j 
Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va.  Colonel  | 
Frank  D.  Lackland,  Commandant  of  the  Air  i 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  assumed 
the  duties  of  Commanding  Officer  of 
Kelly  Field  on  March  25th, 

General  Krogstad  arrived  at  Langley  ; 
Field  on  the  morning  of  March  31st  to  j 
assume  command  of  the  Second  Wing,  G-HQ,  j 
Air  Force,  succeeding  Brigadier  General  i 
Gerald  C.  Brant,  who  left  sometime  ago  ! 
for  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. 

General  Krogstad  was  greeted  at  the 
Langley  Field  base  by  several  fello?/  of- 
ficers in  front  of  the  Second  Wing  Head- 
quarters Building,  among  whom  were  Major 
General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  Commanding 
General  of  the  GH^  Air  Force,  and  Colonel; 
Walter  R,  Weaver,  commander  of  Langley  j 
Field.  Traveling  to  his  new  station  by 
automobile,  General  Krogstad  arrived  at 
the  airdrome  about  the  same  time  several 
planes  of  the  Second  Wing  were  returning 
from  central  Florida,  where  annual  sprii^ 
maneuvers  had  been  -under  way  for  several 
weeks. 

— -oOo- — 

SAN  ANTONIO  DEPOT  BUSY  TRANSPORTING  MiEN  | 

The  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Doncan  I 

Field,  Texas,  was  recently  called  on  for  | 
a rush  order  of  C-35  transport  flights  i 
when  it  became  necessary  to  transfer 
seme  150  enlisted  men  from  Langley  Field, 
Va. , to  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Randolph  Field,  Texas.  From  March  20th 


to  April  3rd,  all  pilots,  officer  and 
enlisted,  and  crews,  with  the  four  ^ 

G-33^ s at  the  Depot  and  one  borrowed  ^ 
from  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  were  kept 
busy  flying  between  Randolph  and  Langley 
Fields.  A flight  wa,s  also  made  to 
Maxwell  Field,  A.la.  , for  transporting 
enlisted  men  to  Randolph  Field. 

— oOo— 

COMIviENDATION  FOR  ALBROOK  FIELD  PERSONNEL 

Expressing  the  appreciation  of  the  4th 
Coast  Artillery  (AA)  for  the  fine  cooper- 
ation extended  to  it  by  Air  Corps  person- 
nel durin,^  its  training  season,  the  Cpm- 
mandin,g  Officer  of  this  organization. 
Colonel  Forrest  E.  YYilliford,  in,  a re- 
cent letter  to  the  Commanding  General  of 
the  19th  Vfing,  Air  Coips,  Albrook  Field, 
Canal  Zone,  stated: 

“'E'er  the  first  time  in  several  years 
the  Harbor  Defenses  of  Balboa  and  Anti- 
aircraft Defenses  of  the  Pacific  Sector 
have  completed  all  scheduled  firing  d-ur- 
ing  the  calendar  year  without  a carry 
over.  This  has  been  accomplished  in  a 
large  measure  through  the  splendid  co- 
operation of  the  Air  Cor^s  personnel  at 
Albrook  Field  in  furnishing  the  necessa-  !i 
Tj  a.ir  missions."  ‘ 

— — oOo—^ — 

multi -MYGIL^  CONTROL  DEVICES  | 

Tl*e  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  has  two  experimental  devices  -under  ' 
development  for  the  automatic  control  of  ijj 
engines  with  special  reference  to  four-  ' 
engine  airplanes.  The  idea  back  of' these 
developraenbs  is  to  relieve  the  pilot  or  || 
engineer  of  the  necessity  of  constant  at- I 
tention  to  the  engine  controls.  The 
Simpler  of  the  two  devices  is  known  as  ; 
the  automatic  engine  synchronizer.  Its 
f-onction  is  automatically  to  maintain  a 
constant  r.p.m.  on  all  four  engines  "by 
propeller  pitch  control,  Tiie  r.p.m.  at 
which  automatic  control  can  be  maintain- 
ed is  maiiually  variable  over  a wide  range 
The  other  engine  control  device  is  known 
as  the  automatic  engineer.  Its  function 
is  to  control  r.p.m.  as  a’bove,  also  auto- 
matically to  maintain  a constant  mani- 
fold pressure  on  all  four  engines  by  1 
throttle  control.  A v/ide  range  of  oper- 
ating manifold  pressures  can  be  maintain- ! 
ed  automa-tically.  One  each  of  these  de- 
vices is  being  procured  for  tes't  at  the 
Division.  | 

— oOo I 

At  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  I 
Ohio,  circular  proposals  were  issued  in  ; 
March  (opening  date  March  8,  1939,  at 
1:00  p.ra. ) for  single-engine  At taclc  air-  {\ 
planes.  The  bids  are  to  be  based  upon  i 
g^uantities  of  from  one  to  five  hundred 
in  increments  of  ten. 

oOo i 
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IIIK  THAINER  IlIsmnOTIOH  AT  HAMIMON  ylELE 

By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 


Aluroet  any  day  “between  the  hours  of 
eight  and  four,  a strange  hunmd.ng  sound 
can  he  heard  coming  from  the  I'.orthwest 
room  of  hangar  4.  Upon  entering,  one 
finds  a somevihat  distressed  pilot  joust- 
ing with  the  instruments  and  controls  of 
the  familiar  Link  Trainer.  Tlxis  has 
“been  going  on  since  the  installation  of 
the _ Trainer  around  the  first  of  the  year. 
Luring  this  time,  some  fifteen  pilots 
have  received  training  in  it. 

The  fifteen-hour  ccm-ee  presented  con- 
sists mainly  of  familiarization  with  the 
Trainer,  accuracy  work  in  instrument 
flying, _and  radio  beam  orientation.  In- 
cluded in  the  accuracy  work  sre  ti.me 
turns,  reversals  on  apioroach  legs  with 
Department  of  Commerce  let  downs  through 
overcasts. 

Several  accepta'ble  methods  of  radio 
beam  orientation  are  presented  with  the 
pi^nose  in  view  of  furnishing  the  pilot  i 
with  some  choice  to  fit  the  conditions  i 
of  operations  in  the  locality  of  the  | 
beam  used.  Beams  from  all  parts  of  the  i 
United  States  are  selected  for  training,  ! 
but  particular  stress  is  laid  on  the  1 
beams  in_the  locality  of  Hamilton  .Field,  j 
In  addition  to  the  above,  training  is  j 
■given  in  the  use  of  the  radio  compass  j 
'and  In  instrument  landings.  Toward  the  i 
end  of  the  course,  a cross-country  j 

flight  in  the  Trainer  is  given  between 
two  distant  radio  beam  stations,  and 
during  this  jaunt  all  possible  condi-  ‘ 
ticne,  such  as  ice,  bun^y  air,  mountains,! 
bent  beams,  split  beams,  false  cones  of 
silence,  and  other  conditions  are  simi-  j 
lated  effectively.  This  radio  cross-  i 
country  is  intended  to  help  improve  the  l 
judgment  of  the  pilot  while  flying  under  j 
bad  weather  conditions.  i 

So  far  the  results  of  the  training  are  j 
quite  gratifying.  Upon  the  completion 
of  the  course,  students  seem  to  have  a | 
clearer,  more  tangible  picture  in  their  ' 
minds  of  the  beam  lay-out  of  the  particu- 
lar station  to  which  they  are  tuned,  and  ' 
upon  hearing  the  oTiadrant  signals  make  a j 
plan  to  orient  themselves  s.nd  follow  the  ' 
beam  into  the  cone  of  silence  quickly  andi 
efficiently.  All  movements  are  done  i 

smoothly  with  timing  and  precision.  Er-  i 
rors  are  few,  and  a pilot  lost  is  a rare  i 
occurrence.  i 

. Although  the  results  liave  been  pleas-  I 
ing,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  this  j 
early  to  compare  the  average  pilot's  im-  | 
Provement,  before  and  after  using  the 
Trainer  course,  relative  to  actual  in-  i 
jStrumenc  work  in  the  air.  ! 

The  conclusions  which  may  be  drawn  i 

from  the  training  to  date  are  that  the  i 
Link  Trainer  cannot  and  should  not  be  i 
expected  to  take  the  place  of  any  of  the  j 
actual  work  in  the  air,  but  it  can  sup-  j 
plement  instrument  training,  in  the  air  ( 
to  a great  extent.  The  results  in  black  ' 
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and  white  of  problems  worked  on  the 
Trainer  are  sbown  to  scale  on  the  beam 
chart  by  the  recorder.  This  gives  the 
student  an  opportunity  to  see  his  mis- 
takes and  profit  bjr  tiie  corrections 
offered  by  his  instructor. 

Briefly,  the  Link  Trainer  cffers  a 
relatively  economical,  safe,  and  effi- 
cient way  for  pilots  to  learn  instrument 
flying. 

oOo 

NO  WORRY  ABOUT  MOTOR  FUEL  SUPPLY 

Often  there  ha^ve  appeared  in  print 
predictions  to  the  effect  that,  at  the 
present  rate  of  consumption  of  gasoline 
and  oil,  there  is  likely  to  be  a serious 
motor  fuel  shortage  in  this  country  in 
the  not  too  distant  future. 

According  to  Dr,  Gustav  i^loff , Direc- 
tor of  Research  for  the  Universal  Oil 
Products  Co,,  of  Chicago,  there  is  plen- 
ty cf  fuel  aliead,  based  on  present  known 
motor-fuel  sources.  In  fact,  ahead  lies 
a fuel  reserve  period  of  nothing  less 
than,  20  years  based  on  natural  petroleum 
deposits  now  in  sight,  and  what"*  s more, 
estD mating  fuel  supply  from  all  natural 
and.  synthetic  sources  capable  cf  utili- 
zation through  the  most  advanced  process- 
es now  in  use  an.d  likely  to  follow,  there 
looms  ahead  a supply  good  for  just  a 
mere  span  of  24,000  years. 

In  aii  article  in  the  April  issue  of 
the  S.A.S.  JO'URNAL,  Dr,  Egloff  is  quoted 
as  eaj'-ing  tuat  this  estimate  of  motor 
fuel  reserve  is  based  on  present  yearly 
demand  of  22  billion  gallons  of  fuel  for 
the  30,000,000  motor  vehicles  now  operat- 
ing in  this  country.  Analyzing  newer 
sources  of  motor  fuel,  he  discussed  in 
turn  the  various  motor-fuel  sources  such 
as  crude  oil,  natural  gas,  cracked  gases, 
coal,  oil  shale,  plants  and  wood,  and  ad- 
ditions.! compounds  for  higher  octane 
numbers  of  fuels. 

The  supply  estimates  cited  are  for 
motor  fuel  of  normal  octane  rating,  Dr. 
Eglcff  stated,  but  today  when  octane  re- 
quirements of  motor  vehicles  are  mount- 
ing higher  this  injects  a new  angle  to 
the  fuel  production  problem.  Time  was 
when  an  octane  rating  of  less  than  50 
was  acceptable  to  motor  fuel  users,  but 
nowwith  higher  engine  conroression 
ratios  the  average  octane  rating  is  70, 
and  an  octane  rating  of  100  is  regarded 
as  the  standard  requirement  for  aviation 
service. 

Gasolines  derived  from  crude  nils  by 
direct  distillation  range  in  antiknock 
value  from  about  15  to  over  70  octane, 
with  an  average  octane  rating  of  about 
53,  the  speaker  declared.  Cracked  gaso- 
lines vary  in  octane  rating  from  65  to 
80,  with  an  average  of  about  70.  The 
cracking  process,  he  estimated,  is  con- 
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serving  over  1,300,000,000  TdIdI.  of  crude  | 
oil  per  year.  Gases  containing  olefin  | 
hydrocarbons  are  produced  as  a" by-pro duct : 
of  the  cracking  process.  These  gases  j 
are  converted  catalj'-tically  into  poisoner  j 
gasoline  and  iso-octane  motor  fuels,  all  ; 
having  high  antiknock  properties . j 

In  discussing  coal  as  a source  of  ! 

motor  fuel,  Dr.  Sgloff  cited  the  expert-  i 
ence  of  England.  One  plant,  he  said,  I 
costing  $27,000,000,  is  now  producing  I 
1,000  bbl.  of  gasoline  per  day  from  ! 

Wales  bituminous  coal  through  the  hydro- 


genation process.  Tlie  plant's  daily  pro-| 


duction  costs  about  20  cents  per  gallon, 
yet  is  equivalent  to  only  two  percent  of 
the  motor-fuel  demand  of  Great  Britain. 
as  against  the  normal  yearly  increase  in 
that  country*  s motor  fuel  demand  of  fully 
8 percent, 

Analyzing  natural  gas  as  a motor-fuel 
source,  Dr.  Egloff  pointed  out  that  there 
are  2,000  billion  cubic  ft.  of  natura,! 
gas  produced  yearly,  and  from  this  source 
he  estimated  that  55  billion  gal.  of 
liquefied  natural  gas  might  be  produced 
for  motor-fuel  use.  As  another  possible 


PUH'SUITERS  RETURN  EEOM  ELORIDA  MANEUVERS 

By  the  Selfridge  Field  Correspondent  ^ 

The  17th  Piorsuit  Squadron,  commanded 
by  Captain  Dixon  M.  Allison,  returned  to 
their  base,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  on 
March  28th,  after  conpleting  its  part  of 
the  Second  V/ing  Maneuvers  in  Central 
Florida.  For  this  maneuver  the  Simadron 
consisted  of  Headquarters  Flight  from 
the  17th,  "B”  Flignt  from  the  94th  Pur- 
suit Squadron,  and  "A"  Flight  of  the 
27th  Forsuit  Squadron. 

The  whole  maneuver  proved  to  be  inter- 
esting and  enlightening  to  all  concern- 
ed, inaBimch  as  we  took  the  field  with 
our  brand  new  Seversicy  P-35' s.  From  the 
very  beginning  we  had  ample  opportunity 
to  find  out  what  our  little  Seversky 
stingers  could  do.  During  the  movement 
to  Tampa,  the  Squadron  v/as  forced  to 
make  a night  landing  in  a very  small  un- 
lighted field  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  due 
to  unexpected  severe  weather  conditions 
at  Dirmingham.  Although  our  boys  per- 
formed a good  job  of  getting  them  down, 
v/e  had  plenty  of  cause  to  rejoice,  as 


fuel  source,  he  cited  a-lcohol  from  plants!  our  new  stingers  are  really  put  together, 


and  wood,  enormous  potentia.1  reserves  of 
which  are  available  in  this  country. 

Such  fuel  sources  are  being  utilized  in 
England,  Germany,  Gzechoslbvald.a  and 
elsewhere  as  a blending  agent.  However, 
he  pointed  out,  results  from  this  t^T© 


especially  in  the  landing  gear  depart- 
ment. 

The  Squadron  reached  Tampa  on  Thursday 
morning,"  March  17  bh,  and  began  prepara- 
tions for  the  maneuvers, proper , Two 
tjW5es  of  combat  missions  were  flown, 


of  motor-fuel  have  so  far  proved  unse.tis-i  namely,  aerial  gunnery  on  a tow  target, 


< 


factory  as  compared  with  motor  perform- 
anoB  on  fuel  from  natural-gasoline 
sources. 

As  another  source,  oil-shale  deposits 
were  discussed  by  the  speaker,  who  esti- 
ma,ted  that  100  years  of  motor-fuel  sup- 
ply are  available  in  known  deposits  in 
this  country  when  and  if  desired.  The 
use  of  cotton  seed  oil  was  likewise 
cited  as  a possible  source  through  use 
of  cracking  processes,  a.n  example  being 
the  case  of  a Chinese  plant  planning  250 
bbl.  of  motor  fuel  daily  from  cotton 
seed  oil.  Dr,  Egloff  laid  particular 
stress  on  the  possibilities  now  opening 
up^in  the  solvent  extraction  method, 
which  has  developed  recently  to  the 
point  where  it  provides  a means  of  aug- 
menting the  supply  of  high  octane  gaso- 
line for  airplane  and  other  uses. 

oOo — -- 


Master  Sergeant  John  Dolan,  the  rank- 
ing Master  Sergeant  in  the  Air  Corps, was 
placed  on  the  Retired  List  at  Mitchel 
Field,  IT. I.,  on  March  31,  1938,  upon 
compa-etion  of  30  years'  service. 

Technical  Sergeant  William  S.  Field, 
12th  Air  Base  Squadron,  was  r) laced  on  | 
the  retired  list  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanc-| 
ed  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
effective  March  31,  1938.  Technical  Ser- 
geant Field  was  advanced  on  the  retired 
list  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Congress,  approved  May  7,  1932. 


I using  mass  fire  by  flights,  and  inter- 
' ception  problems  against  B-17’s,  mostly 
j at  altitudes  around  20,000  feet.  i 

: The  people  of  Tampa  were  very  pleasant  'j 

I to  us  cluring  the  maneuvers  and  did  every-!; 
j tning  possible  to  make  our  stay  there  il 
j enjoyaDle.  They  also  displayed  great  j 
I interest  in  our  flying  and  in  our  air- 
I planes,  and  seemed"  very  pleased  to  have 
; us  there . 

I Tlxe  casualties  included  two  wing  tips 
I by  v/ay  of  ground  loops,  and  three  en- 
i gines  from  as  yet  undetermined  causes. 

I The  Squadron  departed  from  Tampa  on 
I Monday,  March  28th,  leaving  four  planes 
j behind  for  repairs,  and  liad  an  unevent- 
; ful  trip  home,  with  one  stop  at  Maxwell 
i Field,  Ala, 

j As  a whole,  we  feel  that  we  learned  a L 
I lot  about  the  performance  and  character- |j 
I istics  of  our  new  airplanes  in  a very  ; 
short  time,  and  we  look  forward  to  the 
GHO,  Maneuvers  in  May  with  confidence  and  ; 
pleasure.  j 

Major  Severslqy  spent  the  ontire  time  [ 
with_us  in  Florida,  and  he  and  his  me-  I 
chanic  proved  extremely  helpful  with  our  I 
engineering  difficulties. 

-- ._o0o 


Upon  the  completion  of  their  present 
i course  of  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , 
the  folio v/ing-named  Air  Corps  officers, 
students  thereat,  are  assigned  to  sta- 
I tions  as  follows:  Majors  Edward  M. 

I Robbins  and  James  C.  Shively  to  'Wright 
I Field  and  Capt. E. T. Selzer  to  Selfridge. 
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COUHSS  AT  TEIAINIUG  CSl'ITSEi  PHOVSS  A PROFITABLE  INVEST1.1ENT 
By  the  father  of  two  Cadets  who  gradiiated 


I was  reading  in  a local  paper  a notice | The  Cadet  receives  the  "best  training 
that  a certain  yoruig  man  had  heen  accept-j  it  is  possible  to  obtain  anywhere.  If 
ed  as  a Flying  Cadet  at  the  Training  Cen-*  it  were,  possible  to  secure  this  same 
ter  at  Randolph  Field.  It  brought  bade  j kind  of  training  in  commercia-l  life,  the 
memories  to  me  when  my  boys  received  ! cost  thereof  would  be  far  beyond  the 
their  orders  to  report  and,  to  be  honest, ! means  of  the  average  parent.  In  the  Air 
I was  as  proud  of  their  appointment  as  ! Corps  the  boy  is  not  only  taught  to  fly 


they  were, 

I have  read  at  different  times  Cadets' 
opinions  of  their  training  and  their 
future.  As  a parent,  I am  writing  ray 
opinion  as  to  the  future  of  the  boy  who 
has  passed  through  the  training  school, 
with  the  hope  that  it  may  help  in  the 
decision  of  some  young  fellow  who  is 
anxious  to  go  and  of  his  parents  who  may 
be  holding  him  back  because  they  are 
concerned  for  the  boy's  future  and 
safety. 

First,  from  my  observation,  flying  is 
not  all  that  is  taught  and  impressed  on 
the  Cadet.  The  age  of  most  Cadets  is 
: that  stage  of  life  when  most  of  us  won- 
dered why  the  necessity  for  orders  and 
discipline  from  those  in  authority  which, 
if  not  learned  at  that  st^e,  would  be  a 
handicap  throughout  our  lives.  Self- 
control  is  taught  in  such  a way  while 
learning  to  fly  that  the  Cadet  is  really 
I taught,  without  his  knowing  it.  If  your 
r boy  should  go,  ask  him  after  he  gradu- 


I but  is  paid  $75.00  per  month  while  he  is 
i under  instruction. 

I After  the  boy  graduates,  what  then?  Ee 
i receives  e.  commission  as  a second  lieut- 
j enant  in  the  Air  Reserve,  is  placed  on 
; active  duty  for  a number  of  years,  and 
I secures  a bonus  at  the  termination  of 
I such  period  of  active  duty.  He  will 
! have  been  paid  enough  money  during  this 
i time  as,  with  the  exercise  of  a reason- 
! able  euiiount  of  thrift,  to  enable  him  to 
I lay  aside  a goodly  amount  with  which  to 
! ma.«s  a start  in  private  life. 

I How  many  young  men  of  today,  at  the 
j age  of  21  to  26,  average  over  $200.00 
i per  month? 

; The  Cadet  has  the  possibility  of  secur 
; ing  a regular  commission.  This  is  not 
■ promised.  However,  many  Reserve  offi- 
i cers  have  been  commissioned  in  the  Regu- 
' lar  Arcy.  If  the  Reserve  officer  does 
; not  wish  to  remain  in  the  Army,  but 
I does  desire  to  earn  his  living  by  f^- 
ing,  there  is  the  reassuring  thought 


ates  if  he  ever  bit  his  lips  and  swallow-!  that  the  commercial  air  lines  are 
ed  hard.  No,  the  life  is  not  all  roses,  i anxious  to  employ  as  pilots  graduates  of 

He  will  have ^ to  learn  to  take  and  give;  I the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  My 

but  ask  him  if  he  would  like  to  be  other- i eldest  son,  and  a number  of  members  of 
wise.  You  will  be  surprised  to  know  how  | his  class,  are  now  in  the  employ  of  air 

he  has  enjoyed  the  lesson.  If  he  cannpt  j lines.  My  younger  son,  who  is  now  serv- 


coraeup  to  the  standards  expected  of  him, 

: he  will  be  taken  off  flj'-ing,  as  other- 
wise his  own  life  as  well  as  the  lives 
of  other  flyers  would  be  endangered. 

_He  will  be  taught  to  think  and  act  for 
himself ; confidence  will  be  put  in  him, 

I and  it  will  be  up  to  him  not  to  break 
I that  confidence.  He  will  be  taught  to 
' fly,  and  when  he  gradua.tes  he  will  cer- 
I tainly  be  a flyer. 

, Of  course,  a certain  amount  of  anxiety 
I as  to  the  safety  of  the  Cadet  enters  the 
■ parents*  minds, Wt  everything  possible 
is  done _ for  the  safety  of  the  Cadet,  both 
by  his  instructors  and  also  by  the  Ariny 
, in  assuring  that  the  equipment  which  he 
uses  is  of  the  best.  My  anxiety  was  not 
so  much  for  the  safety  of  my  boys,  know- 
, ing  that  everything  possible  was  being 


ing  as  a Reserve  officer,  has  received 
! an  offer  from  an  air  line  without  making 
I application  for  the  position.  It  is 
1 thus  seen  that  positions  are  open  for 
! these  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Trainr- 
I ing  Center  in  the  field  of  commercial 
! aviation. 

I When  the  boy's  training  is  finished, 

1 I honestly  believe  that,  even  should  he 
! then  decide  to  discontinue  flying,  the 
I time  spent  in  the  flying  school  and  the 
I experience  and  teachings  vdiich  he  re- 
I celved  as  a flying  Cadet  will  stand  him 
in  good  stead  in  his  battle  through 
; life, 

I It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  a num- 
! ber  of  Cadets  at  the  graduation  exercis- 
i es  of  both  of  my  sons,  and  afterwards, 

^ and  I have  never  met  a finer  and  more 


done  in  that  respect;  rather,  it  was  con- i loyal  set  of  young  fellows.  There  must 
cerned^with  the  possibility  of  my  boys  ' — -.--.  jr  - - j--  ■ ^ ^ 

not  being  able  to  meet  the  high  stand- 
^ds  expected  from  them  and  the  possi- 
bility of  their  not  being  able  to  become 
) flyers.  If  such  is  the  case,  and  if 
there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
instructors  that  the  Cadet  is  not  safe 
and  vdll  not  become  a pilot,  no  chances 
will  be  taken.  He  will  be  relieved  from 
flying  and  sent  home. 
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be  something  that  binds  them  so  closely 
together,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  be 
able  to  think  that  one ' s son  was  an  ac- 
quaintance and  fellow  student  of  their' s. 

Think  it  over,  parents.  If  your  boy 
wants  to  fly,  go  back  a few  years  in 
your  recollections*  Perhaps  you  would 
have  preferred  another  way  of  making 
your  living  than  the  one  you  are  foilow- 
( Continued  on  page  14). 
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DOCTRIHE  EOR  CORPS  AlID  ARMY  SQUAIEON  ] 

Ths  Rews  Letter  Correspondent  of  the  i 
97th  Observation  Sgiiadron  (Corps  & Array),! 
Mitchel  Field,  L.I,,  Rew  York,  recently 
forwarded  to  the  Air  Corps  Inforraation 
Division  a 45-~page  mimeographed  pamphlet  , 
which,  in  a very  comprehensive  form”  em- 
bodies the  doctrine  of  this  Scna-dron  and 
has  for  its  piirpose  ’’...to  establish 
standard  practice  for  pilots,  observers  ! 
and  ground  crews,  the  following  proced-  j 
nres  are  published  for  the  information.  i 
and  guidance  .of  all  concerned.  This  in- 

forraa.tion is  not  to  be  interpreted  j 

as  final  or  complete  in  every  instance,  j 
but  rather  informative  and  subject  to  | 
further  an^ilification.  Cooperation  or 
teamwork  between  the  various  sguadron 
sections  and  mutual  understanding  of  in- 
dividuals are  the  objectives  songht." 

Sufficient  copies  of  this  pamphlet 
were  provided  for  distribution  to  all 
officers  now  on  duty  in  the  97th  Sguad-  ; 
ron,  and  for  similar  distribution  in  the  j 
futiire.  j 

The  Squadron  has  been  operating  under  . 
this  doctrine  for  the  past  two  months. 

The  doctrine  outlines  a ground  pro- 
cedure, air  procedure  and  miscellaneous 
activities.  Outstanding  sub-divisions  i 

include:  Instructions  for  ground  and  air  ! 
operation  of  the  0-46A  Observation  air-  j 
plane  and  the  R-1535-7  "Wasp”  engine ; i 

Squadron  formations,  including  discus-  I 

sions  on  assembly,  turns,  signals,  etc. ; | 
Forced  landing  procedures;  Airdrome  pro-  | 
cedures  when  aYray  from  home  base;  Tow- 
target  procedures;  Safety  precautions  on 
Aerial  G-unnery;  Tips  on  aerial  photogra- 
phic missions,  including  tabj.es  showing  j 

areas  covered  from  certain  altitudes,  i 

etc.  Hie  document  places  special  eirpha-  j 
sis  on  procedures  to  be  followed  when  j 

dispatched  on  aerial  cooperative  mis-  i 

sions  with  ground  forces.  | 

It  may  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the 
real  aim  of  the  present  doctrine  is  not 
to  parallel  a training  directive  but  to 
coordinate  into  one  document  a number  of 
small  items  of  relative  inportance  not 
only  to  young  or  inexperienced  pilots 
but  to  older  officers  not  already’’  quali- 
fied for  duty  with  Corps  & Army  Observa- 
tion units.  This  aim  has  been  particu- 
larly followed  in  the  97th  Squadron. 

"Due  to  its  very  simplicity  and  broad 
field  of  material,"  asserts  the  Rews 
Letter  Correspondent,  "the  Doctrine  is 
not  likely  to  be  rendered  antique  or  im- 
possible to  follow  by  the  inception  of 
new  equipment. 

"It  is*" believed  a Doctrine  of  this 
nature  is  valuable  in  any  squadron 
equipped  with  one  or  two-place  ships,  as 
these  organizations  are  more  likelj^  to  [ 

have  a large  percentage  of  young  pilots 
to  whom  it  would  be  of  great  material  I 

benefit."  I 

oOo— — i 


OBITUARIES 


Uhile  ferrj/ing  a P-35  Pursuit  airplane 
from  the  factory  to  his  home  station  at 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich.',  on  April  9th, 
Second  Lieutenant  Eugene  Brecht,  Jr,, 

A.ir  Co-’v'ps,  crashed  near  Athens,  Penna.  , 
and  was  killed. 

Lieut,  Brecht  was  born  at  Des  Moines, 
lo'wa,  July  14,  1909.  After  graduating 
from  high  school  at  San  Diego,  Calif., 
he  attended  the  San  Diego  State  Teachers' 
College  for  a half  year,  and  Drake  Uni- 
versity for  one  and  one-half  years. 

Qu.alifying  for  appointment  as  a Flying 
Cadet,  ho  began  training  at  the  Air 
Corps  Primary  Flyi.ng  School  at  March 
Field,  Calif.,  March  1,  1931,  and  upon.. 

fraduation  therefrom  on  September  25, 

931,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Advanced 
Frying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
where  he  specialized  in  Pursuit  Aviation. 

Upon  his  graduation,  from  Kelly  Field 
on  February  26,  1932,  he  v/as  commissioned 
a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve, 
rated  as  "Airplane  Pilot,"  and  assigned 
to  extended  active  duty  with  the  6th 
Pursuit  Squa,dron,  18th  Purs'oit  Croup,  at 
Wheeler  Field,  Hawaiian  Department. 

In  December,  1933,  Lieut.  Brecht  was 
transferred  to  March  Field,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  73rd  Pursuit  Squadron, 
with  which  he  served  until  March,  1934, 
when  he  reverted  to  inactive  status. 
Subsequently  he  enlisted  as  a Private  in 
the  Air  Corps  in  order  to  be  eligible  to 
take  r.he  examination  for  appointment  as 
a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps, 
Regular  Array,  lie  received  this  appoint- 
ment, Y;ith  r0.nk  from  August  1,  1935,  and 
v\ras  assigned  to  duty  at  Selfridge  Field. 


Flying  Cadet  Emil  H.  Petri,  a.  student 
in  the  Attack  Section  of  the  Air  Corps 
Advanced  Idying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  died  in  tho  Station  Hospital  at 
Fort  Sara  Hour  ton,  Texas,  on  the'  afternoon 
of  April  1,  1938,  from  injuries  received 
in  the  crash  of  an  A-12  airplane  he  was 
flying. 

Cadet  Petri  T/as  flying  a wing  positiortj 
in  a 3-plane  formation,  led  by  2nd  Lieut,; 
W.D.  Griffith,  Air  Reserve,  his  instruc- 
tor, when  he  pulled  out  of  this  formation-li 
and  headed  for  o.  cornfield.  The  airplane' 
landed  in  a corner  of  the  field  on  its 
engine  and  one  wing,  demolishing  it  com- 
pletely and  severely  injuring  the  pilot. 
Two  farmers  removed  him  from  the  cocl^pit 
and,  with  'the  aid  of  Lieut.  Griffith,  who:'_ 
landed  in  the  same  field,  brought  him  to  7 
Kelly  Field,  He  v/as  later  sent  to  the  | 
station  hospital  at  Fort  Sam  Houston.  "It; 
is  believed,"  sa:/s  the  Rews  Letter  Cor- 
respondent, "that  the  cause  of  the  forcj- 
ed  landing  was  the  result  of  running  ou^ i 
of  gas  on  the  auxiliary  tardc.  " 

Flying  Cadet  Do-oglae  Chalmers,  a stu- 
dent in  the  Observation  Section,  was  de- 
tailed to  accompany  the  remains  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  14). 
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TH2  mmm  bhanch  of  ths  air  corps  technical  school 


Ed.  Note;  This  is  the  first  install- 
ment of  a series  of  articles  which 
will  he  puhlislied  in  the  Air  Corps 
News  Letter.  Succeeding  install- 
ments will  deal  more  specifically 
with  individual  subjects;  for  ex- 
ample, general  organization,  the 
borabing  and  gunnery  range,  climatic 
advantages  for  photography,  bombing 
and  gunnery,  etc. 

With  the  transfer  of  the  Departments 
of  Photography  and  Armament  to  this  new 
Denver  location  an  accon5)lished  fact,  the 
new  branch  cf  The  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Junius  ¥.  Jones,  is  in  full  operation. 

By  air,  by  automobile,  and  by  troop 
train,  a total  of  twenty  officers,  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  men  and  five  civil- 
ian eniplayees  of  the  School  were  trans- 
ferred from  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111., 
during  December,  January  and  February. 

Of  these,  the  majority  were  transferred 
by  troop  train  which  arrived  in  Denver 
on  February  12th, 

To  augment  the  permanent  personnel, 

12  officers  and  135  enlisted  men  had  or 
have  since  been  transferred  to  Lowry 
Field.  At  present  the  strength  of  the 
command  is  19  permanent  officers,  13 
student  officers,  185  permanent  enlisted 
men  and  166  enlisted  students. 

The  task  of  unloading,  uncrating  and 
moving  school  and  post  equipment  was  an 
even  larger  assignment  than  had  been  the 
crating  and  loading.  Careful  planning 
and  a high  degree  of  organization  made 
possible  the  completion  of  this  task  in 
a remarkably  short  time. 

^ So  rapid  was  the  process  of  reorganiza- 
tion at  the  new  location  that  classes 
were  started  in  full  swing  on  February 
28th,  ^ 

Having  graduated  one  class  of  enlisted 
students,  the  Department  of  Photography 
now  has  6 student  officers  and  47  enlist- 
ed students  iindergoing  instruction. 

Tlie  Department  of  Armament  has  also 
graduated  one  class  of  enlisted  students, 
consisting  of  10  men.  At  present,  82 
men  are  imdergoing  instruction  in  that 
Department. 

To  Bay  tliat  the  Denver  location  is  a 
"mtural'’  for  the  two  Departments  is 
simply  an  understatement.  The  climate, 
the  envircmnent,  the  friendly  populace, 
the  remarkable  spirit  of  cooperation  dis- 
played by  the  City  of  Denver,  and  the 
many  natural  advantages  of  the  new  site, 
all  combine  to  provide  the  School  with 
an  ideal  location. 

^The  above  factors  are  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  high  state  of  morale  preva- 
lent among  the  personnel  at  the  School, 
Certainly,  no  new  station  ever  began 
with  such  excellent  morale.  Daily  the 
morale  barometer  shows  a slight  but 
steady' rise.  The  student  motto  is; 


"Let^s  stay  in  Denver.** 

At  present  the  following  officers  are 
on  permanent  duty  status  at  the  School; 

Lieutenant  Colonels 
Junius  ?/.  Jones,  Air  Corps 
Louis  M,  Field,  Medical  Corps. 

Majors,  Air  Corps 

Donald  G-.  Stitt  Clarence  C.  Wilson 

Alfred  L.  Jewett  Devereux  M.  Meyers 

Captains , Air  Corps 
Donald  W.  SOrw'cSFd  “"“RJcHara  D,  Reeve 
John  K.  Nissley  George  L.  Hfurray 

Herbert  W.  Anderson 

Captain,  Q..M.  Corps 
“iSroid  D.  Stetson 
1st  Lieuts. , Air  Corps 
Norman  H.  Ives  Wiley  D.  Ganey 
John  C,  Covington 

2nd  Lieuts. , Air  Corps 
Charles  H.  Leitner  TEomhTs  F.  Langben 
Air  Reserve  Officers 
1st  Lieut.  RicharH^G]  HaglF  ’ 

3nd  Lieut.  Monty  Duran  Wilson 


Assigned  as  students  in  the  Department 
of  Photography  are  Lieut.  Colonel  Orlo 
K.  Q,uinn,  1st  Lieuts.  Thomas  R.  Starratt 
Jerald  W.  McCoy,  Donald  L.  Hardy,  2nd 
Lieut.  H.C,  Nelson,  Air  Corps,  and  2nd 
Lieut.  Jesus  A.  Tillamor,  Philippine 
Army. 

Officers  undergoing  instruction  in  the 
Department  of  Armament  are  Captain 
Harold  R.  Lee^  Marine  Corps;  1st  Lieuts, 
Melie  J.  Coutlee,  Jarred  V.  Crabb, 
William  A,  Travis,  2nd  Lieuts.  Henry  3, 
Fisher,  William  M.  Gross  and  Joseph  C. 
Moore,  Air  Corps. 

— — oOo  — 

INDUSTRIAL  COLLEGE  STUDENTS  ASSIGNED 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment, recently  issued,  the  following 
named  Air  Corps  officers,  effective  upon 
the  completion  of  their  present  course 
of  instruction  at  the  Arny  Industrial 
College,  ?fashington,  D.  C.  , are  assigned 
to  stations,  as  follows: 

Majors  Don  L.  Hutchins,  John  A.  Laird, 
Edward  M.  Powers  and  Clarence  P.  Kane 
to  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
Ohio . 

Major  Malcolm  S.  Lawton  to  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 

Captain  Julian  B,  Haddon  to  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala. 

Majors  Shiras  A.  Blair  and  Robert  T, 
Zane  to  Langley  Field,  Va, 

— -oOo  — 

Major  Lawrence  P.  Hickey,  upon  the 
corapiGtion  of  his  present  course  of  in- 
struction. at  the  ixmy  War  College,  Fort 
Humphreys,  D,  C.  , is  assigned  to  duty 
at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 
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ARMY  DAY  AT  LAN&LEY  HELD 


The  people  of  the  Virginia  Tidewater  ^ 
Peninsula  had  an  opport-’^ity  to  see  some-j 
thing  of  Langley  Pield' r>  functions  and  I 
its  materiel  on  Army  Day,  April  Gth.  | 
This  a,ir drome,  which  is  regarded  as  the  | 
most  strategic  adr  in  the  nation,  i 

had  arranged  to  welcome  visitors,  and  ^ i 

fa.ve  special  air  demonstrations  for  their i 
enefit,  | 

From  9i00  o* clock  in  the  morning  to  j 
5:00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Sth 
Pursuit  Group  had  one  PB-3  and  one  P-6 
airplane  parked  on  the  ramp  In  front  of 
the  Group  Headciuarters  Building,  idth  an  | 
attendant  at  each  craft  to  answer  the  j 
questions  of  visitors.  The  Group  Head-  i 
Quar'‘*ers  hangar  was  also  open  to  the  pub- 
lic for  inspection. 

The  Second  Eombardraent  Group  had  one 
B-17  Bomber  (Flying  Fortress)  and  one  | 
B-10  (2-engine  Bomber)  parked  in  front  | 
of  Group  Headquarters,  with  a,n,  attendant  j 
at  each  plane.  i 

The  21st  Reconnaissance  Squadron  liad  | 
one  B-18  plane  parked  on  the  ranp  in  | 
front  of  Group  Headquarters,  with  an  at-  j 
tendant.  ' I 

The  3rd  Observation  Squadron  kept  the  j 
balloon  hangar  open  for  inspection.  • 

Other  Base  activities  which  were  avail-  i 
able  for  inspection  included  the  Ease  ! 
Operations  and  the  Meteorological  Sta-  i 
tion.  Other  airplanes  on  display  were  } 
a C-33,  an  A-17  and  an  0A-4A.  i 

At  one  o'clock,  a squadron  of  Pursuit  ■ 
planes, "Flying  Fortresses",  3-18* s and  ; 
Observation  planes  flew  in  the  vicinity  | 
of  the  Peninsula  on  tactical  missions,  j 
They  passed  over  Hanp ton,  Phoebe s,  hew-  ; 
port  Hews  and  neighboring  sections  to  • I 
enable  the  local  residents  to  see  them  | 
in  action.  | 


T/aters  take  advantage  of  the  forecasts 
before  deciding  to  risk  the  outlying  gi\ 
waters,  where  storms  often  take  their 
toll. 

On  Armj'-  Day,  guides  were  on  duty  at 
the  Me^eorologica,!  Station  and  explain- 
od  various  details  of  the  various' equip-  ! 
msnt  exT^jloyed  in  making  weather  compu-  ^ 
tations.  ; 

— -oOo— 

OFFICERS  ASSlGilED  TO  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment recently  issued,  the  following- 
named  Air  Corps  officers  are  assigned 
to  duty  as  students  in  the  1938-1939 
course' at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  i 
at  Max’/Tell  Field,  Ala.  , reporting  to  ; 
the  Coimandant  of  this  School  tov/ards 
the  close  of  next  summer,  vis: 

Major  Ray  G.  Harris,  from  the  Office  ■ 
of  the  District  Representative,  Western 
Procurement  District,  Inglewood,  Calif. 

Major  Clarence  B.  Lober  and  1st  Lieut,  i 
Austin  A.  Straubel,  from  Fort  Lewis,  s 

Washington. 

Major  Joseph  T.  Morris  and  Captain 
Russell  J.  Minty,  from  the  Rockv/ell  Air  !: 
Depot,  Calif.  i' 

Captain  A.J,  Kerwin  Malone,  from  | 

March  Field,  Calif.  ' j 

Ist  Lieut.  Aubry  L,  Moore,  from  I 

Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  |, 

Captain  Townsend  Griffiss,  from  ri 

Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  ' 

Captain  James  B.  Burwell,  from  | 

Raradolxih  Field,  Te?3S.  ' 

Ca-ptaln  Archibald  Y.  Smith,  from 
Langley  Field,  Va.  j 

— — oOo—  [ 

ii 

The  Course  at  the  Training  Center  I: 


The  Meteorological  Sta,tion,  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  interesting  sections  at 
Langley  Field,  both  to  the  layman  and  to 
the  aviation  enthusiast,  was  open  for 
inspection  by  the  public  on  Army'  Day, 
from  9;00  a,m,  to  5:00  p.m. 

Several  officers  and  enlisted  men  are 
daily  engaged  in  computing  valuable  data 
concerning  wee.ther  conditions  at  Langley 
Field  and  in  surrounding  areas.  Often 
it  is  their  findings  which  determine 
whether  it  is  safe  to  take  one  of  Uncle 
Sam* G valuable  planes  off  the  ground. 
Workers  maintain  24-hour  duty  at  this 
weather  bureau. 

Among  the  duties  of  the  Meteorological 
Station  are  the'  computing  of  rainfall, 
the  recording  of  periodical  temperatures, 
the  study  of  vdnds,  the  predicting  of 
probable  weather  conditions  in  the 
future  and  the  description  of  visibility 
in  the  air.  These  services  are  only  a 
small  part  of  the  activities  of  this 
Station. 

In  addition  to  offering  valuable  ser- 
vice to  pilots  at  the  Peninsula  Airdrome, 
fisherman  who  ply  in  and  out  of  local 


ling  now.  Don't  stand  in  the  boy*s  way.  ! 
i To  the  Training  Center  at  Randolph 
j Field  I would  like  to  say:  "I  gave  you 
{two  boys  of  ¥/hom  I was  proud;  after  | 

I their  grad-uation  I am  prouder  yet.  ‘ 

'Thanks  a lot. '*  ^ 

I _„„o0o— 

I Obituaries  ( Continued  from  Page  12) . ' 

I deceased  Cadet  to  his  father,  Mr.  C.H. 

! Petri,  at  Austin,  Texas, 

Cadet  Petri  was  born  at  Austin,  Texas, ; 
IJovoffiber  19,  1914.  He  graduated  from 
the  grammar  schools  and  hi^h  schools ^of  [ 
that  city,  and  from  the  University  of  I 
Texas  in  1937,  Appointed  a Flying  Cadet- 
in  the  Air  Corps,  he  was  assigned  to _ the, 
July,  1937,  Class  at  the  Primary  Flying  1 
School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  from' 
which  he  graduated  cn  February  23"^  1938, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Attack  Secstion 
of  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly 
Field. 

Tl'ie  Air  Corps  extends  its  deep  sj-nipa- 
tliy  to  the  bereaved,  ftunilies  of  these 
two  young  men  who  died  in  the  service.' 
-14-  Y-7699,  A-.C. 
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A OT  ORASH  "BOA'S  K)H  THE  AIR  CORPS 
Sy  tHe  Mitcioj.  Pteld  Correspondent 

. An  auspicious  launching  for  one  &f  tloe' 
Air  Corpa^  newest  devs  iopiaents,  a sea- 
going ci'asH  'boat.,  took  place  at  Green- 
port,  long  Island,  iv'ew  Yortr,  cti  Ifecch. 
iSth,  o\^ar  200  persons  being  present  for 
the  ceremony?',  including  rep;oeiient..ative.B 
from  the  Inspection  Division  of  tie  Of- 
fice Gf  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  and 
other  War  Department  s^eacies.  Several 
prominent  civilians  ware  in  attendencG, 
as  were  members  of  the  boat  building 
firm  and  the  engine  firm. 

Although  not  imicli  information  is  avail- 
able for  relea'^0,  it  was  stated  that  the 
new  boat  is  ca.iled  the  It  is  72 

. feet  long  and  is  thoroughly  stroam.lined. 

Slie  is  fitted  with  two  Capitol 
. engines,  converted  for  inai'’in8 -use  by  the 
Capitol  Auto  Engine  Works  at  St,  Paul, 
Minn.  These  engines  are  connected  to 
twin  screws,  and  provisions  ha,ve  been 
made ^ in  the  beat  construction  to  enable 
the  installation  of  a third  engine, 
should  the  Air  Corps  service  test  deem 
it  advisable.  The  P-12  is  converted 
from  Wright  “Tornado**  aircraft  engines 
and  may  be  cooled  by  either  fresh  or 
salt  water.  It  was  reported  that  the 
designors  esroect  the  ci-ash  boat  to  de- 
velop 32  knots  and  to  be  eeav/orthy. 

V Eie  new  beat  ie  large  and  commedious 
/ and  has  accommodations  for  a permanent 
crew  of  four,  namely,  captain,  engineer, 
radio  operator,  and  medical  man  or  other 
crew  member  who  would  be  qualified  as  a 
life-saver  and  swimmer. 

Preliminary  tests  ai'e  now  being  under- 
taken from  the  manufacturer's  plant,  the 
Creenport  Basin  and  Construction  Ooii^any 
on  Long  Island,  and  will  continue  for 
approximately  one  month.  ®ie  boat  will 
then  be  taken  to  the  Brooklim  Port  of 
Eifibarkation,  where  special  Ari^  equip- 
ment will  be  installed,  ignition  wiring 
shielded  for  radio  use,  etc.  Prom  there 
it  ic  scheduled  to  §o,  under  its  ovm. 
power,  to  Langley  Eield,  Ya. , and  eventu- 
ally^ to  the  Hawaiian  Department,  where 
it  will  be  assigned  to  the  new  bombard- 
ment base  at  Hickam  Field. 

The  tests  are  being  conducted'  by  Mr, 

S.P.  Cross,  a civilian  Inspector  of  Con- 
otruction.,  representing  the  Quartermaster 
Corps.  He  is  assisted  by  Staff  Sergeant. 
Emile  J.  Cloutier,  Air  Corps, 

The  “P-ll**  has  been  revested  by  the 
Air  Corps  for  use  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
ae  a sea-going  crash  rescue  boat.  Pre- 
viously, the.  Air  Corps  has  used  only 
CrisB-Craft  or  slniilar-  small  sized  craft 
which,  although  capable  cf  high  speeds, 
could  safely  be  operated  only  on  a slielt- 
\ cred  lake  or  bay.  In  th©  Hawaiian  Ds- 
'^bartment  it  hae  frequently  been  necessary 
to  have  a Coast  Guard  cutter  stand  by, 
sometimes  to  call  upon  the  Navy  for 
S-sai stance  in  case  of  plane  crashes  at 
&ea.  It  is  anticipated  t^t  the  **P-11*‘ 
will  render  the  Arny  more  nearly  indepen- 
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dent  of  these  agencies,  and  it  is  oeliev- 
ed  may  speed  up  the  time  required  to 
reach  the  scene  of  an  aircraft  unfortu- 
nat6  enough  to  have  a forced  landing  in 
rough  waters  outside  the  limits  of  shel- 
ter Pearl  Harbor. 

Suafx  Sergeent  Cloutier  has  been  on 
this  detail  since  December  20,  1937, 
whoa  he  left  So xf ridge  Field  on  what  he 
imagined  would  be  a transport  ride  to 
tno  land  of  balmy  breezes  and  cocoanut 
paina  - Hawaii.  Laet  minute  orders  end- 
ed his  joiunipy  at  the  Capitol  Auto^ 

Engine  Works  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  with 
the  thermomfi'^'er  at  57  degrees  bel.ow  zero. 
He  was  on  detached  service  there  for  a 
month  for  familiarization  with  the  en- 
gines. He  followed  the  engines  to  the 
east  coast,  and  cn  February  12th  was  at- 
tached to  Mitchel  Field.  From  here  he 
made  several  trips  each  week  to  the 
Greenuort  Basin  to  ebsorve  their  instal- 
lation in  the  boat.  Following  the 
launching,  Sergeant  Cloutier  was  ordered 
to  Graenport  and  will  work  directly  with 
Mr,  Cross  during  the  preliminary  tests. 

• Sergeaiit  Cloudier  stated  that  he  anti- 
cipetas  asBigrunent  as  engineer  on  the 
During  his  stay  at  Mitchel 
Field  he  has  spent  much  of  his  spare 
tins  reading  up  on  marine  engines, 
boats,  navigation,  and  has  even  been^ 
forced  to  listen  to  a few  shark  stories, 
cases  of  extreme  eoa-sickness,  etc. , 
which  were  readily  furnished  by  former 
foreign  service  personnel  no?/  at  that 
base.  He  said  that,  so  far  as  he  knows, 
the  i.ir  Corps  has  made  no  provisions  for 
fishing  tackle  as  an  item  of  equipment 
on  the  “P-ll.  » 

— oOo— 

"ARMY  DAY*’  AT  CHM'JUTS  FIELD 

By  way  of  celebrating  “Armj’'  Day,"  Major 
Earle  G.  Harper,  Air  Corps,  representing 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at  Chanute 
Field,  Hantoul,  111,,  issued  a cordial 
invitation  to  members  of  surroundirig  com- 
munities to  come  and  visit  the  School  on 
April  6th. 

In  spite  of  a cold  driving  rain^ which 
lasted  all  day,  over  a thousand  visitors 
arrived.  Classes  were  held  as  us'ual, 
though  they  were  somewhat  curtailed  by 
the  detail  of  enlisted  instructors  ae^ 
guides.  Corments  from  the  guests  indi- 
cated much  surprise  at  the  completeness 
of  equipment  for  instruction  and  admira- 
tion for  the  enthusiasm  of  the  students 
in  their  work.  As  one  elderly  lady _ re- 
marked to  Captain  Nome  D.  Frost,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Department  of  Communications, 
“Why,  I*ve  never  seen  so  many  men  busy 
at  one  time  in  all  ny  life.'* 

— oOo— 

Teclmical  Sergeant  Max  Simon,  15th  Air 
Base  Squadron,  by  virtue  of  completing 
30  years*  service,  is  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , effec- 
tive April  30,  1938. 
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AERONAUTICAL  EXHIBIT  AT  ORANGE  SHOW 


Drawing  a record  attendance  of  more 
than  200,000  people  during  its  ton-day 
period,  the  28th  consecutive  armual 
National  Orange  Show  closed  at  San  Ber- 
nardino on  March  27th. 

Outstanding  among  the  vast  numher  of 
exhibits  representing  communities  from 
all  over  the  State  was  the  gold  cup  and 
blue  ribbon  winning  exhibit  from  March 
Field,  Riverside,  Calif.  The  exhibit 
consisted  of  airplane  engine Sj  parachute 
and  uhotoara.uhic  enuiunient.  air-olane  in- 


the  manager _Starke_j__  declared  _WedneS|^ 


day,  March  23rd,  "Jlarch  Field  Day,"  and  a* 
mitted  all  officers  and  men  of  March 
Field  free  of  charge. 

— —oOo 


RESERVE  OFFICERS  VISIT  MARCH  FIELD 


and  photographic  equipment,  airplane  in 
struments,  bombs  and  ordnance  equipment 
with  an  assessed  valuation  in  excess  of 
'$30,000.  The  War  Department  approved 
the  display,  v/hich  was  the  first  Air 
Corps  exhibit  in  the  histcry  of  the 
Orange  Show, 

Responsible 
John  H.  Pirie 


Some  2500  members  of  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Arn^  Ordnance  Association,  Reserve 
Officers  and  their  families,  visited 
March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  on  Sun?- 
day,  March  cOth.  It  was  the  largest  ga- 
thering of  Reserve  Officers  ever  as-_ 
sembled  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  visit- 
ors were  welcomed  by  Brigadier  General 
Delos  C.  Emmons j First  Wing  Commander. 

The  speakers  included  Colonel  John  H. 
Pirie,  Commanding  Officer  of  March  Field; 
Colonel  Halsey  A.  Yates,  Regular  Army 


for  the  display  was  Colonel'  Officer  in  charge  of  Organized  Reserve 
, Commanding  Officer  of  j training  in  Southern  Calif orniaj  Mr. 


March  Field,  Captain  Philip  Schwartz  of 
the  Ordnance  Department  prepared  the 
splendid  Ordnance  Exhibit.  Major  Early 
E.W.  Duncan,  Public  Relations  Officer, 
March  Field,  was  charged  v/ith  making  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  exhibit, 
and  v/as  responsible  for  the  exhibit  dur.- 
ing  the  period  of  the  show.  In  charge 
of  describing  and  explaining  the  various 
equipment  to  the  public  were;  Staff  Ser- 
geant McGlurg,  photo  equipment;  Sergeant 
Barber,  airplane  engines;  Goiporal  ' 
Springsteen,  parachutes  and  instruments; 
Sergeant  Saint  Amour,  Ordnance  equipment, 
with  Staff  Sergeant  F.1?J.  Smith  in  general 
charge . 

All  visitors  wero  asked  to  register  in 
a book  maintained  at  the  display.  At 
the  close  of  the  Show  it  was  discovered 
that  more  than  ty/enty  thousand  names  nad 
been  inscribed,  among  them  that  of  Gover- 
nor Merriam,^who  seemed  quite  interested 
in  the  exiilbit.  Connie  Boswell  who, with 
Gus  Arnheim  and  his  orchestra  entertain- 
ed at  the  Show,  7/ere  supxDlemented  by 
many  others,  including  Dorothy  Lemour, 
Frances  Langford,  Zazu  Pitts,  Joe  S. 
Bro7/n,  Leo  Carrillo,  etc.  All  of  them 


were  guest  entertainers.  They  commended 
the  exhibit  a,nd  inscribed  their  names  in 


the  register.  This  book  included  names 
from  every  State  in  the  t.inion  and  some 
from  several  foreign  countries. 

On  Tuesday,  March  22nd,  Hal  Chambers, 
KFfVB  annoTuicer,  interviewed  the  March 
Field  exhibitors  over  the  Mutual  hookup. 
He _ asked  such  questions  as;  "What  is 
this  thing  that  looks  like  a flower  pot?" 
The  answer  startled  radio  listeners; 

"A  flower  pot!  It's  not  quite  as  inno- 
cent as  that.  It's  a fragmentation 
bomb!"  Each  man  assigned  to  a particu- 
lar part  of  the  display  then  explained  . 
over  the  radio  the  uses  of  different 
equipment  in  answer  to  queries  by  the  an- 
nouncer. Said  visitors  7/ho  streamed  in 
after  the  broadcast;  "We  heard  you  over 
the  radio,  and  you  went  over  big!" 

Through  the  efforts  of  Major  Duncan, 
the  President  of  the  Shov/,  Mr.  Swing, and 
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Earl  B.  Gilmore,  President  of  the  Army 
Ordnance  Association  and  President  of  the 
Gilmore  Oil  Co.,  and  Mayor  WilliamC. 
Evans  of  Riverside.  The  group  arrived 
^,t  March  Field  at  10:00  a.ra.  , and  spent 
the  dajT-  there.  The  program  was  arranged 
for  by  Captain  Philip  Schv/artz,  March 
Field  Ordnance  Officer.  Major  Early 
E.?/.  Duncan,  Public  Relations  Officer  of 
March  Field,  supervised  all  arrangements 
and  the  carrying  out  of  the  program.  ^ 

The  Various  demonstrations  during  the^ 
day  included  anti-aircraft  gtin  drills  by 
a detachment  of  the  63rd  Coast  Artillery; 
an  attack  by  Attack  airplanes;  loading 
of  Various  tj^e  bombs;  dropping  of  bombs 
and  curtains  of  v/ater  representing  chem- 
icals; firing  of  field  guns,  37  milli- 
meter guns,  trench  mortars,  automatic 
rifles  and  machine  guns,  and  the  loading 
of  Bombardment  airplanes.  All  types  of 
7/eapons  and  equipment  were  on  display. 

Luncheon  was  provided  for  all  visitors 
at  the  various  sauadron  messes  and  the 
Officers'  Club,  following  which  Army 
Orojiance  pictures  v/ere  shown  at  the  Post 
Theatre. 

In  recognition  of  his  out standi^’  ser- 
vice in  connection  with  the  organizing 
and  Promoting  of  the  Army  Ordnance  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  splendid  work  he  has 
accomplished  in  connection  with  Ordnance 
activities  in  Southern  California, 

Captain  Philip  Schwartz  was  presented 
with  a watch  Dy  the  Association,  the  pre- 
sentation being  made  by  the  Association's 
President,  Mr.  Earl  B.  Gilmore. 

The  visitors  expressed  themselves  as 
having  spent  an  extremely  enjoyable  as 
well  as  a profitable  day.  .Mr.  Gilmore 
stated  tha,b,  if  agreeable  to  the  .Connnand- 
ing  Officer  of  March  Field,  the  Ordnance 
Association  would  like  to  make  the  meet^s  j 
ing  an  annual  affair. 

- — oOO' 


Major  Elmer  E.  Adler,  Air  Corps,  has 
been  relieved  as  e.  member  of  the  War  De- 
partment General  ^taff,  Washin|;ton,  and 
assigned  to  duty  at  Hamilton  Field, Calif. 
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RADIO  SCHOOL  AT  HAJvilLTON  FIELD 


The  students  who  graduated  were  aa 
followG; 

9tri  Bombardment  Sgoadron;  Privates 

L. C.  Belcher,  E.E.  Delong,  R.F.  Green. 
11th  Bombardment  Sq'uadron;  Privates 

M. E.  Smith,  R.J.  Muslirall,  F.L.  Stout, 
88th  Reconnaissance  Squadron:  Privates 

C. S.  Burldxart,  T.J.  McG'^organ,  Jr.,  I.E. 
Reeder  eind  E.B.  Shculdis. 

Hq.  Sauadron,  7th  Bombardment  Group: 
Privates  E.C.  Lloyd. 

5th  Air  Base  Squadron:  Privates  C.F. 
Buchannan,  T.F.  Burlcnart,  J.C.  Harris, 

D.  Phair,  D.¥.  Ritchie,  R.B,  Staininger 
and  L.C.  Stapleton. 

oOo — — 


A class  of  31  students  reported  on 
December  3,  19S7,  for  a course  in  Basic 
Radio  Theory;  Basic  Electrical  Tlieory; 

Code,  Army-Havy  Procedure;  Basic  Shop- 
work;  Field  Telephones  and  Aircraft 
Sqnipraent.  Snorter  subjects  included 
Supjply  Letters  and  Stock  Catalogues; 

Radio  Aids;  Antenna  Constmiction  and 
Cords  and  Plugs. 

On  February  19th,  18  of  the  class  were 
graduated. _ Eight  students  were  lost  to 
Hamilton  Field,  due  to  the  transfer  to 
the  Hav/aiian  Department  of  the  Slet  Bom- 
bardment Sauadron,  Two  men  wero  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Monmouth,  H. J. ; one  was 
transferred  to  the  Radio  School  at 
Chanute  Field,  111,,  while  two  were  lost 
due  to  hospitalization. 

Classes  were  held  under  the  direct  su- 
pervision of  1st  Lieut.  R.E.L,  Pirtle, 

Air  Corps,  Assistant  Signal  Officer, with 
Privates,  1st  Class,  Hai'ry  Schv/artzberg 
and  Lester  Barr  as  instructors.  All 
classes  were  held  in  the  morning  and 
students  were  given  practical  duties  in 
their  respective  organisations  in  the 
afternoon  periods.  All  phases  of  the 
course  were  operated  on  a time  period, 
and  a total  of  180  class  hours  completed  from  the  Medical  Reserve;  Captain  Youbert 


HIRE  GRADUATE  ID  A7IATI0H  MSDICIHE 

Graduation  exercises  for  the  Class  of 
March  31,  1938,  cf  the  School  of  Avia- 
tion Medicine,  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
were  conducted  on  that  date.  Of  the 
^ nine  medical  officers  who  graduated, 
i Captains  Reinhardt  L.  Schmidtke, 

William  D.  Willis,  Joseph  A.  Baird,  Jay 
F.  Gamel,  1st  Lieuts.  William  C. Harrison 
and  Edv/ard  Sigerfoos  are  from  the  Regu- 
lar Army;  Captain  vmiiara  R.  S to  vail,  _ 


by  the  graduates  of  this  school,  the 
first  radio  school  to  be  held  on  this 
post. 

Practical  work  in  the  class  consisted 
of  soldering,  sweating,  use  of  tools  and 
nomenclature  of  tools.  Field  telephones 
were  covered,  the  men  using  Chanute 
Field  textbooks,  and  one  telephone  was 
set  up  on  an  instruction  board.  It  is 
contemplated  having  ten  such  boards  for 
the  next  class.  Due  to  lack  of  equip- 
ment, enlarged  photographs  of  aircraft 
equipment  were  used  for  instructional 
purposes.  In  spite  of  this  hajidicap,  the 
students  apparently  absorbed  auite  a bit 
of  the  instruction,  as  marks  were  rather 
high  for  the  average  of  the  class. 

Chanute  Field  stencils  and  textbooks, 
the  Radio  Amateur  Hand  Book,  and  sten- 
cils prepared  by  the  instructors  were 
used  for  theory  studies  and  class  books. 
The  Test  Set,  Tyne  I-56-A,  was  covered, 

using  the  stencils  as  prepared  by  C’ 

Field  for  a textbook.  "For  the  next 
class  three  such  -units  will  be  available. 

Instructions  given  in  this  class  were 
such  as  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  the 
students  a basic  knowledge  of  the  prin- 


T,  Johnson  from  the  Minnesota  Rational 
Guard,  and  Major  Julio  Cesar  Aguilera 
from  the  Mexican  Army. 

During  the  co-uxse  of  the  graduation 
exercises,  Chaplain  J.W.  Westerman,  U.S. 
Armj,'',  delivered  the  Invocation  and 
Benediction.  The  introductory  remarks 
were  m£i,de  by  Lieut.  Colonel  E.C,  Mash- 
b-orn,  Medical  Corps,  Acting  Commandant 
of  the  School  of  Aviation  Mg die ino,ahdth( 
address  by  Lieut.  Colonel  John  B. Brooks, 
Commandant  of  the  Primary  Flying  School, 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  wnile  the  diplo- 
mas were  presented  by  Brigadier  General 
James  E.  Chaney,  Curamanding  General  of 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 

The  Staff  of  the  School  cf  Aviation 
Medicine  is  as  follows; 

Coii3ma,ndant : Lieut.  Colonel  C.L. 
i Beaven;  Assistant  Commandant,  Lieut, 
i Colonel  E.C.  Mashburh;  Director  of  De- 
j partment  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology, 
the  stencils  as  prepared  by  Chanutej  Major  J.M.  Hargreaves;  Director  of  De- 

^ j.-.-- partment  of  Psychology,  Captain  W.A, 

Carlson;  Director  of  Department  of  Avia- 
tion Medicine,  Captain  C.L.  Leedham; 
Assistant  Director  cf  Department  of 

__  — , Aviation  Medicine,  Captain  E.W.  White; 

ciples  cf  radio,  electricity  and  aircraft!  Director,  Department  of  IJeuro -psychiatry, 


equipment.  Part  of  the  course  includes 
a minimum  of  seven  days’  flying  as  mem- 
bers of  a combat  crew  by  the  student 
upon  his  return  to  the  organization  to 
which  he  belongs.  Those  students  who 
started  from  “scratch, ’*  having  no  previ- 
ous code  or  radio  knowledge,  will  gradu- 
ate with  cods  speeds  varying  from  nine 


Writers  received  in  the  late  period  of 
the  course  aided  those  who  had  attained 
the  speed  of  18  to  23  words  per  minute. 


Captain  E. J. .Kendricks,  all  of  the 
Medical  Corps,  U.S.  Arinj'-. 

The  Executive  Officer  of  the  School  is 
Captain  Benjamin  R,  Luscomb,  Medical 
Administrative  Corps. 

oOo 

The  cover  design  featuring  this  issue 


to  fourteen  words  per  minute.  ' Four  type-  of  the  News  Letter  is  the  artistic  effort 
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of  Sergeant  Frank  J.  Lorenz,  Hq.  and  Hq. 
Sqdn.  , GHQ  Air  Force,  Langles''  Field,  7a. 
Thanks,  Sergeant,  and  come  again. 
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"ARMY  DAY"  AT  WRI&HT  FIELD 

^Brigadier  G-eneral  A.W.  Robins.  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  is- 
sued an  invitation  throi^^h  the  Daytoffi 
hev/spepers  for  an  "open  fioiiee"  for  vis- 
itors at  Wright  Field  on  Wedn'^sday .April 
otn,  in  cslebx’ation  af  "Arny  Day.  ' 

The  Ajamy  Aex’o nautical  Mnseoin  was 
tliro:m  open  to  the  public,  and  a hangar 
was  devcted_  to  the  exhibition  of  the  new 
type  Amy  aircraft.  Reserve  officers 
were  called  to  active  duty  for  the  day 
to  a.sslst  in  the  handling  of  the  crowds, 
whicli,  in  spite  of  a hea^  downpour  of 
rain,  were  estimated  at  between  5,000 
and  6,000  people. 

Flying  throughout  the  day  hrad  been 
planned.  In  the  morning,  even  through 
the  rain,  the  airplanes  bravely  took  to 
the  skies  but  finally  gave  up,  the  ceil- 
ing- being  so  lew  tha.t  spectator.s  could 
scarcely  see  them  even  when  flying  di- 
rectly above  the  hangars.  Visitors  re- 
gis-tered  from  California,  Dew  York, 
Louisiana  and  Minnesota.,  and  eight  vjther 
Sta’tes  lyi^  wl'Chin  these  boundar-ies.  If 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  beys  who  were  pre- 
sent is  any  indication,  the  United 
States  may  anticipate  a contlnuirig 
strong  air  force. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Hugh  Mitchell,  Signal 
Corps,  Director  of  the  Aircraft  Radio 
Laboratory,  was  the  principal  speaker  at 
a "banquet  held  on  the  night  cf  April 
6th  by  the  Military  Order  of  World  War 
Veterans. 

— — -oOo  — — 

VISITS  TO  THE  MATERIEL  DIVISION  PROVE 
AH  EDUCATIONAL  AID. 

A paragraph  quoted  from  a letter  to 
the  Chief  of  the  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  from  'the  head  of  the 
Department  of  Aeronautics  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota  is  enlightening  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  extent  of  the 
benefits  of  Air  Corps  research  and  expe- 
rimentation which,  of  course,  are  prose- 
cuted primarily  for  purposes  of  national 
defense.  This  letter  was  received  after 
a visit  of  a class  of  students  from  the 
University  of  Minnesota  to  the  Materiel 
Division.  The  quoted  paragraph  is  as 
follows; 

"We _ believe  that  this  trip  is  one  of 
the  high-lights  of  the  students  four 
year_ college  career,  and  their  expressed 
o;pinions  more  than  substantiate  this  be- 
lief, Our  making  this  trip  a compulsory 
part  of  the  course  in  aeronautical  en- 
gineering seems  to  work  out  very  well, 
and  it  is  our  hope  to  continue  it  in  the 
years  to  come." 

The  University  of  Cincinnati  and 
Perdue  University  also  provide  a visit 
to  Wright  Field  as  part  of  their  curric- 
ula in  aeTonautical  engineering  courses. 


COL.  BEAHT  ASSUMES  COMIdAHD  AT  CHAHUTE  ^ 

Colonel  Gerald  C.  Brant,  recently  ap-  , 
pointed  Corffiaaudaat  of  the  Air  Corns  Tech- 
nical Schools  at  Chanute  Field,  111,, and 
LovTTy  Field,  Denver,  Colorado,  took  over 
his  duties  on  April  4th.  Assisting  him  ' 
as  post  commander  and  Assistant  Command- 
ant of  the  Chanute  Field  School  is  Col. 
Devenport  Jolinson,  who  has  been  in  com- 
mand pending  Colonel  Brant’s  arrival. 

On  the  evening  of  Array  Day,  April  6th, 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Brant  and  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Davenport  Johnson  were  welcomed  by 
the  officers  and  ladies  of  the  post  at 
a joint  reception,  held  in  the  Officers' 
Club. 

— oOo- — 

CAPTAIN  LAUGHLIH  IS  GUEST  SPEAKER 

The  Federal  Bar  Association  had  as  its 
guest  speaker  on  Arny  Day,  April  6th,  at 
one  of  the  Washington  hotels,  Captain 
Robert  V.  Laughlin,  of  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate General’ s Department.  The  speaker 
chose  as  his  subject  "Tlie  Liability  of 
the  United  States  for  Use  uf  Pa,tented 
Products.  " 

Captain  Laughlin  was  Judge  Advocate 
at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  from  1932  to 
1935,  and  for  approximately  two  years 
he  was  on  duty  in  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  Washington. 

He  is  now  on  duty  in" the  Office  of  the 
Judge  Advocate  General,  War  Department. 
oOo 

WAR  DEPAR®.iEHT  SPECIAL  ORDERS 
Changes  of  Station 

To  Langle.v  Field.  Va^ ; Major  Lloyd 
Barn etT",  iroin  the  Phil ipp i n e s . 

To  Washington,  D.  C.;  Lieut.  Colonel 
George  SI  S^ra'temeyer from  Ka:nilton 
Field,  Calif. , for  duty  as  student  at 
the  Army  War  College,  1938-1939  course. 

To  the  Phili-Qpines:  .1st  Lieut.  Wra. 
A.R'7~S.cber -fcson,  uppii  completion  of  his 
present  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Prometione 

Major  Homey n~B7~Hon^ , Jr.  , to  the 
temporary  rank  of  Lieut,  Colonel,  from 
March  8,  1938. 

Major  Edwin  F.  Carey  (Captain)  to 
grade  of  Major,  with  rank  from  March  21, 
1938,  subject  to  examination  required 
by  law. 

Reserve  Officers  to  Extended  Active  Duty 
“"^hd  IXeutT^ay  K.  MohfgVjmeryV  of 


i 


ford,  Calif.,  to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  to 
April  26,  194-1. 

2nd  Lieut.  Charles  J.  Hpwe,  of  Glair- 
ton,  Pa.,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , to 
April  1,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Bernard  C.  P.ose,  cf  Wethers 
field,  Conn.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , to 
April  6,  1941. 
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VOL.  XXI  - 'AIR  CORPS  NEWS  LETTER NO.  9. 

Information  Division  Munitions  Building 

Air  Corps  May  1938  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  chief  purpose  of  this  puhlication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard, 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

— -oOo 

THE  SECOND  WING  AIR  EXERCISES  IN  ELORIDA 


. Tactical  squadrons  and  groups  of  the  ! 
Second  Wing,  General  Headquarters  Air 
Force,  U.S.  Arny,  concentrated  in  Flori- 
da during  the  period  from  March  14th  to 
31st  for  their  an,nual  field  exercises. 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  ®f 
the  War  Department  Training  Directive 
for  all  air  units  of  the  Army,  a part  of 
each  year  is  spent  in  operating  away 
from  the  permanent  air  oases  and  instal- 
lations of  these  units.  The  field  exer- 
cises of  the  Wing  also  fill  the  purpose 
of  a warming-up  period  for  the  field  ex- 
ercises of  the  entire  Air  Force  scheduled 
to  he  held  during  the  month  of  May. 

Eie  area  including  Central  and  North 
Florida  was  selected  this  year  for  two 
general  reasons;  first,  the  probability 
of  very  unfavorable  weather  in  the  rest 
of  the  Eastern  seaboard;  and,  second, the 
desire  to  operate  far  enough  from  home 
to  make  supply  and  administration  a real 
) problem.  Flying  facilities  in  the  se-.- 
lected  area  were  very  good,  there  being 
several  cities  in  close  proximity  v/ith 
first  class  airdromes.  This  was  also  a 
vital  point,  since  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Wing  include  use  of  the  new  four- 
engined  B-17,  or  ''Flying  Fortress,"  as 
well  as  the  latest  type  of  Pursuit  air-  | 
plane,  the  Seversky  P-35. 

The  decision  once  made  to  hold  the  ex- 
ercises in  Florida,  a preliminary  inspec- 
tion was  made  in  February  by  staff  offi- 
I cers  of  the  Wing.  On  the  first  of  March, 
j the  advanced  echelon  of  the  ground  organ- 
' ization  moved  out  from  the  home  base  at 
I Langley  Field,  Va. , and  proceeded  by 
. motor  transport  to  the  Municipal  Airport 
! at  Jacksonville,  Fla.  This  movement" oc- 
' cupied  two  days  on  the  road,  but  proceed- 
ed without  trouble  of  any  kind.  The 
plan  was  to  set  up  at  Jacksonville  an  ad- 
viced supply  base  for  all  units  in  the 
' field  farther  south.  This  base  was  de- 
signated "The  Sub-Air  Base  of  the  Langley 
I Field  Air  Base."  Major  Joseph  H.  David- 
I Bon,  of  the  air  bgse  at  Selfridge  Field, 

I Mich. , was  appointed  to  command  this 
i sub-base,  under  the  remote  control  of 
i the  home  base  at  Langley  Field,  command- 
! ©d  by  Colonel  Walter  R.  Weaver. 

It  was  the  problem  of  the  personnel  at 
I Jacksonville  not  only  to  set  up  and  main- 
)tain  a clearing-house  for  all  supplies 
for  the  units  in  the  field,  some  of  them 
hundreds  of  miles  away,  but  also  to  plac^ 


I all  selected  airdromes  in  condition  to 
i receive  and  support  the  operations  of 
the  various  Groups  bivouacked  at  each. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  transportation  or 
urchase  of  large  amounts  of  various  ar- 
icles,  such  as  cots,  tentage  and  lum- 
ber, appeal  was  made  to  the  Florida 
National  Guard  for  the  loan  of  such  ar- 
ticles during  the  period.  The  results 
from  this  appeal  were  gratifying  in  the 
extreme.  The  Florida  organizations 
pitched  in  and  lent  the  Air  Force  every- 
thing but  their  shirts,  and  even  helped 
in  the  transportation  problem.  Tent 
floors,  tents  and  cots  were  moved  from 
the  National  Guard  camp  at _ Camp _ Foster, 
Jacksonville,  and  other  points  in  the 
State.  The  sub-base  at  Jacksonville 
Airport  went  up  in  jig  time,  and  by  the 
7th  of  March  the  canp  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  airdrome  was  fully  estab- 
lished. 

Major  Davidson*  s job  was  now  to  pre- 
pare the  other  airdromes  for  the  tactic- 
al operations  of  the  fighting  air  units. 
Again  the  Florida  National  Guard  lent 
valuable  assistance.  Through  the  kind 
offices  of  Brigadier  General  Yivian 
Collins,  State  Adjutant  General. at  the 
I St.  Augustine  headquarters,  and  Briga- 
dier General  Sumter  L.  Lowry,  commanding 
the  56th  Artillery  Brigade,  Guard  offi- 
cers at  each  of  the  outlying  cities  lent 
time  and  much  effort  to  help  out  their 
brothers  in  the  Regular  Service.  On  the 
date  set  for  units  to  occupy  their  air- 
dromes, everything  was  shipshape. 

The  movement  of  tactical  units  from_ 
their  home  bases  was  scheduled  to  begin 
on  March  14th.  This  movement  conprised 
many  thousands  cf  miles  of  flying.  The 
Second  Wing  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force,  being 
the  largest  of  the  three  Wings  conpris-_ 
ing  that  bodj'’,  its  member  units  ordinari- 
ly occupy  the  air  bases  at  Langley  Field, 
7a. ; Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , and  Mitchel 
Field,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  As  field  air- 
dromes for  these  various  units,  the  Wing 
selected  municipal  airports  as  follows: 

1st  Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.,  at  Peter  0.  Knight  Airport,  Tanpa. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field, 
Va. , at  Municipal  Airport,  Orlando 

8th  Pursuit  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , 
at  Municipal  Airport,  Sarasota. 

9th  Bombardment  Group,  Mitchel  Field, 
N.Y,,  at  Municipal  Airport,  Lakeland. 

I-  V-7714,  A.C. 


18th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  Mitchel  i 
Held,  N.Y.,  at  Peter  0,  Knight  Airport.  | 

21st  Reconnaissance  Sqiiadxoii,  Langley  j 
Field,  Va. , at  Peter  0.  Knight  Airport. 

The  staff  of  the  Second  W'xng  moved  to 
Peter  0.  Knight  Field  at  Taijipa  in  order 
to  maintain  close  contact  with  the  tac- 
tical squadrons  in  the  conduct  of  their 
exercises. 

Flying  Fertressee  Base  at  Orlando 

Of'’'‘ttieairHromes^urTEi''T^e^  eelect- 
ed  for  the  field  exercises;  the ^ finest 
and  most  suitable  to  the  operation  of 
very  heavy  airplanes  was  found  to  he 
that  at  Orlando,  This  airport,  lately  , 
completed,  contains  three  very  fine  run- 
ways and  has  excellent  approaches.  It 
was  therefore  decided  to  put  the  "Flying 
Fortresses,”  or  at  that  point. 

Officers  from  the  suh-hase  at  Jackson- 
ville prepared  the  way  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  billeting  and  supply  of  offi- 
cers aud  men.  Mr,  Fd  lilson,  Orlando's 
Director  of  Aviation,  and  other  city  of- 
ficials did  a marvelous  ^ob  of  preparing 
accommodations  for  the  visiting  b.omberB. 
Officers  and  men  were  billeted  at  the 
Fair  grounds  in  several  very  beautiful 
buildings.  Showers  and  latrines  were 
installed  and  ready  on  the  date  promised, 
and  every  facility  that  the  city  offered  i 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Second  i 
Group.  Lieut,  Colonel  Robert  Olds,  com-  i 
manding  the  Group,  arrived  in  the  first  I 
of  the  big  fotu'-englned  Bombers  at  noon  j 
on  Monday,  March  14th,  and  was  followed  i 
by  the  remainder  of  his  organization  the 
following  day. 

The  entire  Group,  comprising  the  20th, 
49th  and  96th  Bombardment  Squadrons, 
brought  with  them  nine  of  the  "Flying 
Fortresses, " three  Douglas  E-18  two-  | 
engined  Light  Bombers,  and  two  A-17  At-  j 
tack  planes  for  utility  purposes,  j 

personnel  numbered  55  officers  and  225  j 
enlisted  men.  A field  radio  station  and  i 
other  necessary  navigation  and  comnranica-l 
tion  aids  were  set  up  at  once,  and  the  j 
Group  proceeded  with  their  training.  | 

At'  Lakeland,  the  ten^Dorary  home  of  thel 
9th  Bombardment  Group  from  Mitchel  Field,; 
the  officers  and  men  were  quartered  in  | 
the  brand  new  Mmiicipal  SY/imming  Pool  ! 
(con^lete  with  sliowers)  and  the  Armory,  I 
respectively.  These  fine  buildings  were  !' 
ideal  for  the  purpose,  being  adjacent  to 
the  excellent  airport.  The  9th  Group 
brought  with  them  37  officers,  310  en- 
listed men  and  31  Martin  B-lOB  Light 
Bombers.  This  Group  contains  the  Ist, 

5th  and  99th  Bombardment  SquadroiiB,  and 
is  commanded  by  Lieut,  Colonel  Carl  W. 
Connell. 

Sarasota,  some  50  miles  south  of  Tan^a, 
was  designated  the  airdrome  of  the  8th 
Pursuit  Group,  of  Langley  Field,  This 
organization,  consisting  of  the  33rd, 

35th  and  36th  Pursuit  Souadrons,  and  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Colonel  A.H.  Gilkeson, 
was  bivouacked  on  -the  flying  field  it- 
self, They  brought  with  them  25  offi- 
cers and  143’  enlisted  men.  Immediately 


a^acent  to  the  flying  field  are  the 
winter  quarters  of  the  famous  Singling 
Brothers  and  Barnum  and  Bailey  Circus. 

It  was  interesting,  to  say  the 'least, to 
take  off  over  a herd  of  elephants  and  ^ 
giraffes.  The  animals,  however,  didn't  V 
seem  to  mind  at  all.  This  Group  was  re- 
duced to  one  squadron  for  the  period  of 
the  maneuvers,  and  was  equipped  with  22 
Consolidated  PB-2's. 

The  Municipal  Airport  at  Tar^a,  "Peter 
0,  Knight  Field,"  was  the  busiest  of  the 
five  airdromes  occupied  by  the  Second 
Wing  In  Florida.  Stationed  here  were 
the  First  Pursuit  Group  of  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. , commanded  by  Major  Edwin 
C.  House;  the. 18th  and  the  21st  Recon- 
naissance Squadrons.  The  latter  two  or- 
ganizations operated  directly  under  Wing 
Headquarters, 'which  was  also  established 
at 'this  point.  The  First  Pursuit  Group 
was  represented  .by  the  17th  Pursuit 
Sq;^droii  only. 

- Reter  0.  Knight , Airport  is  very  beauti- 
fully located  at  the  southern  edge  of 
Tai'ara  on  one  of  the  artificial  islands 
constructed  by  the  city  some  years  ago. 
'While  the  field  is  rather  small  lateral- 
ly, plans  call  for  further  additions, and 
when  they  are  completed  this  should  be 
one  of  the  fine  fields  in  the  southeast. 

A very  lar^e  and  very  beautiful  adminis- 
tration building,  completed  by  the  PIA 
just  before  the  maneuve'rs,  provided  ex- 
cellent quarters  for  the  many  officers 
of  Second  Wirig  Headquaxters.  — 

Colonel  Clagett  Commands  Field  Exercises  I 


On  the  first  of  March,  just  before  the 
start  of  the  Wing’s  field  training  pe- 
riod, Brigadier  General  Gerald  C.  Brant, 
Conmaiider  of  the  Second  Wing,  wag  trans- 
ferred to  the  comaand  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field,  111. , 
and  Denver,  Colorado,  as  a result  of  the 
eviration  of  his  three  years'  detail  aa 
Wing  Conmander.  The  coraaand  of  the 
field  exercises  of  the  Wing,  therefore, 
fell  on  the  shoulders  of  Colonel  Henry 
B.  Clagett,  coimaiiding  the  air  base  at 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich.  Colonel  Clagett 

groceeded  at  once  to  Langley  Field,  home 
eadquarters  of  the  Wing,  and  took: com- 
mand, going  into  the  field  with  the 
'first  units  to  move  out.  Throu^out  the 

Seriod  of  the  exercises  his  Locldieed 
-36  Transport  was  busily  traveling  from 
one  point  to  another  with  his  huge  frame 
squeezed  into  the  cocl^pit  next  to  hie 
co-pilot,  Major  W.S.  Sweeley.  He  ex-’ 
pressed  himself  aa  wallpleaeed  with  the 
results  attained  by  the  pereonnel  .of  the 
sub-base  in  paving  the  way  for  the  fight- = 
ing  air  units,' and  stated  that  the  les- 
sons taught  bj?-  Various  phases  of  the 
field  exercis'es  were  of  utmost  value  to 
future  development  of  the  Air  Force. 


Hew  Aircraft  Receive  -Tough  Bapti^ 

One  of  the  prime  objects  of  the  Field  ( 
Exercises  ms  to  try  out  the  new  aircraft 
with  which  a part  of  the  ?fing'  is  now 
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equipped.  The  B-17*s,  the  B-18*s  and  the 
Seversky  Pursuit  planes  had  not  previous- 
ly heen  taken  into  the  field  for  any  ex- 
tended period.  Although  the  "Plying 
i Portresses,"  (recently  returned  from  the 
G-oOd  Will  Plight  to  Buenos  Aires)  had 
valuable  e^efience  in  operating  from 
straiige  and  distant  airdromes,  the  ques- 
tion of  maintenance  and  supply  day  after 
day  in  the  field  had  not  been  tried  out 
as  yet.  ffiie  Severslcy  Pursuit  planes 
were  less  than  a month  old  for  the  most 
part,  and  the  B-18  Douglas  planes  have 
been  in  service  only  about  a year. 

Ill  addition  to  problems  of  supply, 
maintenance  and  repair,  an  intensive 
study  was  made  of  the  comparative  per- 
formances of  new  and  old  air craf t, • also 
between  various  types.  The  Bombers  and 
the  Pursuit  were  tried  out  at  all  alti- 
tudes and  under  all  possible  conditions, 
and  much  useful  information  was  acquired 
for  future  reference.  The  two  Reconnais- 
sance Squadrons  maintained  long  distance 
patrols  during  the  tactical  problems  and 
performed  a tremendous  amount  of  photo- 
graphy and  map-making  flights.  A trail- 
er containing  a complete  photographic 
laboratory  was  loaned  bo  the  Second  Wing 
by  the  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Pield, 
and  through  its  use  extremely  valuable 
work  was  performed  for  the  fighting 
echelon. 

Lack  of  lighting  equipment  at  the  vari- 
oug  airdromes  was  a very  serious  handi- 
cap to  night  operations,  especially  for 
) the  larger  types  of  aircraft,  and  very 
little  of  this  type  of  training  ?ias  per- 
formed, Gunnery  and  bombing  practice 
occupied  much  of  the  time  in  the  air. 

There  being  no  available  ranges  over 
land  areas  in  this  part  of  Ilorida,  bomb- 
ing was  perfoi-med  far  out  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  Atlantic.  A small'  quan-  j 
tity  of  oil  dropped  on  the  water  soon 
spredd  out  Into  an  excellent  target,  and 
practice  was  conducted  in  this  manner. 

The  Pursuit  units  confined  their  gunnery 
to  firing  on  towed  targets  in  deserted 
areas  along  the  West  Coast  near  Tampa. ' 

Air  Minded  Florida 

Perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  these  air 
exercises  were  the  first  real  oppasftunity 
citisens  in  central  and  western  Florida 
have  had  of  witnessing  the  operations 
of  large  part  of  the  modern  Air  Force, 
the  interest  displayed  was  remarkable. 
Great  crowds  thronged  over  each  airport 
at  the  least  sign  of  aerial  activity, 
and  none  of  the  fields  was  ever  complete-i 
ly  free  of  civilian  onlookers. 

As  a sign  of  appreciation  of  the  Inter- 
est shown  in  the  s air  defenses, 

Colonel  Glagett  ordered  Sunday,  March 
20th,  to  be  set  aside  as  a Yieitors'  Day 
at  each  of  the  five  airdromes.  One  of 
each  type  of  the  planes  in  the  Second 
Wing  was  flown  to  each  field  and  set  up 
Ij  for  display  during  the  afternoon.  The 
pilot  and  crew  of  each  airplane  remained 
with  the  plane  during  the  afternoon  in 


i order  to  answer  questions,  and  great  cai^ 
was  exercised  to  prevent  any  damage  to 
the  aircraft  during  the  time  the  "Open 
House"  prevailed. 

While  the  greatest  interest  was,  of 
course,  centered  in  the  giant  four-engin- 
1 ed  Bombers,  all  the  planes  received  their 
! share  of  attention.  At  Tan^a,  the  crowd 
’ was  estimated  at  more  than  twenty  thous- 
and persons  on  fisitors^  Day. 

Both  officers  and  men  of  the  Wing  were 
royally  entertained  by  the  civilian  popu- 
lace and  city  officials  everywhere.  At 
Tampa,  especially,  no  effort  was  spared 
to  make  the  period  of  the  exercises  as  ' 
pleasant  and  as  interesting  as  possible 
for  all  members  of  the  Wing.  aI  this 
city  the  officers  stationed  at  Peter  0, 
Knight  Airport  expressed  their  apprecia- 
tion with  a reception  to  city  officials 
on  the  evening  of  Friday,  March  25th. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  period,  it 
was  felt  by  all  hands  that  much  had  been 
accon^lished  to  benefit  the  Second  Wing, 
both  as  to  development  of  the  Air  Defense 
of  the  country  and  in  making  friends  for 
the  Army  among  our  civilian  brothers. 


Tactical  Maneuvers  and  Gunnery  Practice 

The  operations  of  the  tactical  units 
in  the  field  extended  from  March  14th 
to  March  29th,  inclusive.  On  the  14th 
and  15th,  units  moved  from  their  home 
bases  into  the  Florida  area.  However, 
very  bad  weather  held  up  a part  of  the 
movement' until  the  16th.  The  First 
Pursuit  Group,  moving  from  Self ridge 
Field;,  Mich. , was  forced  down  by  storms 
at  Huntsville,  Ala.  Okils  unit  made  a 
very  fine  landing  after  dark  at  Hunts- 
ville without  the  use  of  flares  or 
field  lights. 

Two  members  of  the  State  Highway 
Patrol,  hearing  the  planes  circling 
above  the  town,  summoned  hundreds  of 
private _ automobiles  by  radio  to  throw 
their  lights  on  the  tiny  field,  lo  per- 
sonnel were  injured  or  airplanes  damag- 
ed in  the  landing,  due  to  to  the  excel- 
lent air  discipline  of  this  organiza- 
tion. 

Beginning  Wednesday,  March  16th, units 
which  were  established  on  their  Florida 
airdromes  began  actual  field  training. 

The  Pursuit  units  began  daily  firing  on 
towed  aerial _ targets  and  interception 
problemg  against  Bombardment  units  of 
the  Wing.  By  Thursday,  all  units  had 
arrived  and  work  began  in  full  swing. 

There  being  three  types  of  tactical 
units  in  the  Wing,  the  general  method 
of  operation  was  as  follows;  Reconnais- 
sance squadrons  were  assigned  the  task 
of  locating,  photographing  and  report- 
ing certain  "enemy"  ground  and  naval 
targets.  On  receipt  of  the  radio  reports 
from  these  patrolling  planes,  the  Bom- 
bardment units  took  the  air  to  destroy 
the  invader.  Having  arrived  at  the  ob- 
( Continued  on  Page  4). 
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mVELING  EXAI.1INI1JG  BOMB  SECURES  RESULTS  l 


As  a result  of  the  experience  of  a spe- 
cial traveling  hoard  organised  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  applicants  for  ap- 
pointment as  .Flying  Cadets,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  a solution  has  been  found  to 
the  prshdem  with  which  the  Air  Corps  was 
confronted  in  the  past,  when  difficulty 
Was  encountered  in  securing  a sufficient 
number  of  qualified  young  men  to  undergo 
flying  training  in  the  various  entering 
classes  at  the  Army  Air  Corps  Training 
Center. 

This  special  traveling  board,  consist- 
ing of  Lieut.  Colonel  Coleridge  L. 

.heaven.  Medical  Corps j Major  Isaiah 
Davies  and  1st  Lieut.  Robert  E,  Ihlton, 
Air  Corps,  returned  to  the  Training  Cen- 
ter on  April  12th,  after  visiting  seven- 
teen colleges  and  universities  in  the 
following  States  of  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Csrps  Areas,  viz;  Texas,  Oklahoma, 
Arizona,  Uew  Mexico,  Colorado,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota, 
Nebraska  and  Arkansas. 

The  board  departed  from  the  Training 
Center  on  February  14th j with  the  follow- 
ing missions  in  mind;  First,  to  examine 
applicants  for  appointment  as  Flying 
Cadet;  second,  to  disseminate  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Training  Center  over 
as  large  an  area  as  practicable.  With 
this  latter  purpose  in  mind,  the  board 
prepared  an  itinerary  prior  to  depart- 
ure, which  would  cover  a maximum  terri-’ 
torial  area  within  the  two  Corps  Areas. 
All  travel  was  performed  in  two  BT-9 
airplanes,  and  the  original  schedule  was 
maintained  throughout,  the  distance 
traveled  being  5,150  miles. 

The  board  examined  a total  of  746  ap- 
plicants, and  of  this  number  165  were 
found  qualified  and  recommended  for  ap- 
pointment as  Flying  Cadets.  Of  the 
total  number  found  disqualified  for  ap- 
pointment, 485b  was  due  to  eye  defects, 
that  is,  visual  acuity,  color  vision, 
muscular  imbalance,  etc.  ; 355^  was  due  to 
defective  vascular  system,  that  is,  high 


requirements. 

It  appears  from  the  experience  of  this  I 
board  that  it  is  highly  desirable  to  con- 
tinue this  method  of  obtaining  candi- 
dates,  as  the  examinations  can  be  con-  . V,| 
ducted  without  expense  to  the  individual, 
thereby  secioring  a larger  qualified  list 
to  select  from  - which  results  in  a high- 
er standard  of  trainees  being  selected. 

oOo— — 


The  Second  Wing  Maneuvers  in  Florida 

(tio nt inue  d from  Rage  ) . ' ' ^ 


jective,  imaginary  bombs  were  dropped 
and  the  Bombers  proceeded  on  a littlo 
ways,  where  they  dropped  a mixture  of 
oil  and  aluminum  dust  on  the  'svater  to 
serve  as  a target  for  the  actual  bcmbing 
practice.  On  the  return  to  the  home 
airdrome.  Pursuit  units  were  called 
through  the  Intelligence  Net  to  inter- 
cept and  "destroy"  the  Bombers,  the  lat- 
ter now  representing  the  "enemy."  Al- 
though the  details  such  as  t-imes,  routes, 
targets,  and  altitude  were  varied  great- 
ly from  da,y  to  day,  all  missions  per- 
formed were  of  this  general  type,  with 
the  exception  of  the  final  mission  on 
Friday,  March  25th. 

On  this  day,  all  units  effected  a ren- 
dezvous over  Tampa  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing and  flew  in  formation  over  all  the 
airdi’Onies  occupied  by  Wing  units.  It  was 
a tough  job  for  those  pilots  equipped 
with  the  newer  and  faster  planes  to  stay ^ 
in  the  same  formation  with  the  older  aiid* 
sl07/er  types.  This  mission  lasted  more 
than  three  hours  and  wa.s  conducted  with 
all  units  maintaining  the  formation  for 
the  entire  period,  a grueling  test  of  pa- 
tience and  concentration.  More  than  60 
airplanes  participated.  Units  were  stag- 
gered upward  from  3,000  to  7,000  feet, 
the  lOT/est  unit  being  the  leading  Ninth 
Bombardment  Group, 

oOo— 


AIRMEN  LUNCH  WITH  DE1T7EH  BUSINESS  MSN 


Mood  pressure,  high"  pulse  rate,  etc. 
17%  wei 


'The  remaining  V7%  were  disqualified  for 
miscellaneous  reasons,  such  as  defective 
teeth,  weight,  history,  etc. 

According  to  reports  from  this  board, 
at. no  place  was  there  evidenced  any  lack 
of  interest  in  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center;  and  at  many  places"  visited  all 
applicants  could  not  be  examined  due  to 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  announc- 
ed schedule  of  the  board,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  the  recent 
lack  of  applicants  for  appointment  as 
Flying  Cadets  was  an  economic  factor 
rather  than  personal  desire,  in  that  the 
individual  could  not  afford  the  cost  in- 
volved in  traveling  to  the  nearest  Flying 
Cadet  Board  when,  from  information  they 
had  received  from  other  applicants,  only 
one  out  of  each  four  or  five  examined 
would  succeed  in  meeting  the  physical 


I In  response  to  an  invitation  extended 
I by  Ih’.  Stanley  T.  Wallbank,  President  of 
[ the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lieut. 

; Colonel  Junius  W.  Jones,  Commandant  of 
i the  Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Denver 
Branch,  and  all  officers  on  duty  at  the 
School  attended  the  annual  meeting  of 
I the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  April  11th. 
i The  meeting  was  attended  by  civic  of- 
i ficials  of  the  State  and  city,  including 
i Governor  Teller  Ammons  and  Mayor  Benja- 
i min  Stapleton,  in  addition  to  over  1,000 
I business  men  of  the  City  of  Denver. 

! In  nis  address  the  President  of  the 
j Chamber  of  Commerce  stated  that  the  City 
j of  Denver  welcomed  the  Army  Air  Corps 
! and  its  splendid  branch  of  the  Air  Corps 
; Technical  School,  Denver,  he  said,  was  . 
most  happy  to  number  among  its  new  ax-  ^ 
rivals  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
I tile  School. 
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MAXIMUM  POTORMANCS  PROM  AIR-SPEED  TUBES 
By  an  Equipment  Branch  Engineer, 

Air  Corps  Materiel  Division. 


Recent  experience  in  •unsatisfactory 
reports  has  indicated  that  Inraroved  per- 
forma,nce  can  be  obtained  in  the  indica- 
tions of  altimeters,  air-speed  indica- 
tors, and  rate-of-climb  indicators  by  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  method  of 
their  operation  and  of  their  dependence 
cn  the  air-speed  tube,  and  by  more  care- 
ful maintenance  and  installation  of  the 
air-speed  tub©  and  the  pitot-static  in- 
struments connected  thereto.  ! 

As  a result  of  extensive  testing  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  Types  C-3  and  C-2 
air-speed  tubes  liave  been  developed  and 
are  being  procured  for  new  airplanes. 
Electrically  heated,  these  tubes  are 
similar  to  those  developed  dm-ing  the 
flight  of  the  air  mail  by  the  Air  Corps 
for  the  purpose  of  enabli:^  pilots  to 
fly  successfully  under  icing  conditions. 
Kie  Types  G-2  and  C-2  tubes,  however, 
represent  a vast  improvement  over  those 
original  electricalij’-  heated  tubes. 

In  1934,  35  watts  were  used  to  deice 
the  tube.  In  1936,  the  value  was  in- 
creased to  55  watts.  The  problem  of _ de- 
icing was  even  more  assiduously  studied 
during  the  last  year  in  an  effort  to  get 
to  the  bottom  of  the  unsatisfactory  op- 
eration which  was  reported  continually 
during  the  winter  by  pilots.  The  55- 
watt  tubes  had  icicles  on  them  in  flight 
and  water  froze  in  the  lines  aft  of  the 
heating  element.  Airplanes  stalled  with 
apparently  safe  air-speed  indications. 

Two  refrigerated  wind  tunnels  exist  in 
this  cijuntry;  one  is  located  at  Langley 
field  and  the  other  at  the  plant  ^f  the 
B.F,  Goodrich  Con^any  at  Akron,  Ohio. 

The  latter  has  become  the  clearing  house 
for  information  on  Icin^  conditions, 
having  developed  the  deicers  used  today- 
on  the  leading  edges  of  wing  and  tail 
Burf^es.  In  its  willingness  to  cooper- 
ate with  the  Air  Corps,  it  offered  the 
use  of  its  wind  tunnel  and  engineers 
without  cost  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
any  deicing  devices  or  solution  in  order 
to  aid  in  furthering  development  of  the 
art. 

The  Air  Corps  took  advantage  of  these 
facilities  in  testing  the  Tj’pJes  0-2  and 
C-3  air-speed  tubes.  The  tests  indicat- 
ed that  con^lete  redesign  of  the  Type 
C-1  tube  was  necessary. 

Briefly,  the  tests  demonstrated  that 
tubes  with  less  than  75  watts  in  the 
hose  might  take  an  infinite  time  to  de- 
ice. On  •fehe  other  hand,  a tube  of  100 
>?att8  would  deice  in  one  minute  or  less 
in  all  cases.  Increasing  the  wattage  to 
130  decreased  to  30  seconds  the  time  re- 
quired to  remove  an  ice  cap  5/8 -inch 

lx  trdck. 

) , Daring  these  tests  the  most  severe 
icing  conditions  were  selected  as  a 
basis.  These  conditions  involved  the 


freezing  of  the  tube  and  coating  it  in 
an  80  miles  per  hour  wind  with  a cap  of 
ice  5/8-inch  thick.  When  this  icing 
thickness  was  accomplished,  the  heating 
elements  were  put  to  work,  and  the  time 
to  clear  and  record  air  speed  correctly 
was  noted.  One  hundred  watts  was  select- 
ed for  the  heating  element  in  the  nose 
sf  the  Types  C-2  and  C-3  tubes.  These 
tubes  should  be  clear  of  ice  in  less 
tlian  one  minute. 

This  is  a severe  test  because,  as  a 
rule,  the  air-speed  tube  heating  ele- 
ment is  turned  on  at  the  first  indica- 
tion of  ice  formation.  Sometimes  during 
the  winter  it  is  turned  on  before  the 
airplane  leaves  the  ground  and  is  left 
on  during  flight.  Drain  traps  have  been 
incorporated  in  both  tubes  to  secure 
maximum  protection.  A drain  trap  in 
each  nose  is  supplemented  with  an  addi- 
tional drain  trap  in  a shark  fin  or  in 
a riser. 

The  Type  C-2  air-speed  tube  is_ design- 
ed for  mb-unting  on  a boom  extending  for- 
ward of  the  wing.  This  tube  has  a shark 
fin.  Thus  far  no  ice  has  formed  on  the 
booms.  The  Type  C-3  air-speed  tube  is 
designed  for  mounting  below  the  nose  of 
the  fuselage  of  malti-engine  airplanes. 

A recess  has  been  incorporated  in  the 
rear  section  of  the  tube  to  permit  a de- 
icer to  be  installed  on  the  raoimting 
mast  and  to  extend  doTm  and  around  the 
tube. 

Tests  in  Wright  Field  Wind  Tunnel. 

Tei¥B"Td''  imprbve  the  aerodynamic  char- 
acteristics  of  these  tubes  have  also 
been  run  in  the  5 -ft.  wind  tunnel  at 
Wright  Field.  As  a result  of  the  tests, 
the  noses  are  now  more  pointed  than 
round  and  the  static  slots  have  been  re- 
laced by  static  holes  on  the  top  and 
ottom. 

Placing  the  holes  on  the  top  and  bot- 
tom helps  to  effect  a static  pressure 
compensation  -under  angles  of  pitch  be- 
tween -10^  and  416°.  Maximum  errors  in. 
the  new  air-speed  tubes  are  as  follov/s; 

Maximum  Error  in  straight  flight  be- 
tween 50  and  225  m.p.h. 

Air  speed 1.6  m.p.h. 

S-iatic  pressure  ...  25  ft. altitude 

Maximum  Error  in  pitch  between  -10° 
and  .j.l6°  at 

Angle  of  Attack  at  125  m.p.h. 

Air  speed 2.0  m.p.h. 

Static  pressure  ...  11  ft. altitude 

QTiere  are  three  common  faults  in  air- 
speed tube  installations.  The  first  and 
most  important  of  these  is  a manufactur- 
er* s error  in  positioning  the  air-speed 
tube  on  the  airplane.  The  manufacturer 
in  his  effort  to  decrease  the  weight  of 
the  airplane  and  to  prevent  spoiling  of 
the  air  flow  over  the  wing  has,  in  the 
past,  placed  the  tube  close  to  the  lead- 
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e^e.  In  one  YB-10  airplane  this 
has  given  us  an  error  in  air  speed  of 
17.0  m.p.h.  The  air-speed  indicator 
read  low  by  this  amount  constantly 
throughout  the  speed  range. 

In  combination  with  this,  a more  seri- 
ous error  is  probably  the  error  in  static 
pressure  which  introduced  an  error  in 
the  altimeter  indication  of  as  much  as 
230  feet  at  182  m.p.h.  This  is_a  minus 
error  and  means  the^t  the  pilot  is  f^ing 
230  feet  highei-  than  his  altimeter  is 
reading.  The  air-speed  tube  was  moved 
from  the  original  position,  l4  feet  for- 
ward of  the  leading  edge  of  the  wing  to 
a position  four  feet  forward;  decreasing 
the  errors  in  air-speed  indication  to 
less  than  5 m.p.h,,  andin  altitude  in- 
dication to  less  than  2p  feet  throughsjut 
the  speed  range. 

In  the  YIA.-18  airplane,  the  position 
errors  of  the  air-speed  tube  are  rainu-s 
22.5  m.p.h.  at  230  m.p.h.,  decreasing  to 
minus  10  m.p.h,  error  at  100  m.p.h.  The 
altimeter  is  in  error  hy  minus  350  feet 
at  230  m.p.h,,  and  minus  60  feet  at  100 
m.p.h. 

The  Materiel  Division  has  undertaioen 
the  correcbion  of  several  of  the  worst 
offenders  in  air-speed  tube  locations. 

For  the  Martin  Bombers  a 4-foot  tapered 
mast  is  being  installed  in  place  of  the 
old  boom.!  and,  with  this  installation, 
throughout  the  speed  range  the  error  in 
air  speed  is  less  than  5 m.p.h.,  and  the 
error  in  altimeter  indication  is  less 
than  25  feet.  At  the  present  time  the 
procurement  specification  requires  that 
all  new  airplanes  have  air-speed  tube 
installations  with  errors  of  not  more 
tlian  5 m.p.h.  and  not  more  than  25  feet. 

Leahs  in  Tubing  Oonnec t ions 

The  second  common  fault  oT~insfalla“ 
tions  is  air  leaks  in  the  tubing  connect- 
ing the  air-speed  tube  to  the  altimeter, 
air  speed  indicator,  and  rate-of-climb 
indicator,  or  in  case  leaks  Ini  the  in- 
struments, E^cperienee  has  shown  that, if 
the  static  pressure  line  is  subjected  to 
a suction  at  the  static  slots  or  holes 
of  the  air-speed  tube  sufficient  to 
Cause  the  altimeter  to  increase  its  in- 


connected to  it,  the  voltage  as  measured 
at  the  tube  should  not  be  less  than  12. 

It  is  believed  that  in  the  near  future 
Air  Corps  pilots  will  be  able  to  rely 
upon  air-speed  indicators,  altimeters, 
and  rate-of-climb  indicators  to  within 
very  small  limits,  at  all  times,  and  un- 
der all  flying  conditions. 

oOo 


CHA2RJTE  FIELD'  S NEW  REST  CAMP 


With  another  hot  Illinois  summer  com- 
ing on,  a group  of  officers  at  Ghanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  decided  to  estab- 
lish a rest  canip  principally  for  the  en- 
listed men.  After  considerable  investi- 
gation, they  selected  a twenty-acre  park 
cn  the  Illinois  River,  about  100  miles 
west  of  Chanute  Field. 

For  a very  reasonable  sum,  a lease  was 
signed  giving  Clianute  Field  personnel 
the  use  of  twenty  acres  of  good  high 
groimd,  a twenty-room  hotel,  an  adminis- 
tration building  ( since  converted  to  a 
sixty -man  barracks) , a mess  hall  seating 
one  rnmdred  people,  and  several  small 
cottages.  Ihe  location  is  a natural 
park,  with  an  abimdance  of  fine  big  oaks 
and  well  kept  driveways. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  men, 
branches  of  the  Chanute  Field  Post  Ex- 
change, General  Mess,  hospital  and 
library  have  been  established.  A fund 
was  raised  by  the  subscription  of  one 
dollar  per  men,  which  not  only  pays  for* 
the  year’s  lease  but  provides  a goodly 
number  of  boats  and  outboard  motors  for 
fishing  purposes  - and  the  fishing  is 
excellent! 

Present  plans  call  for  the  sending  of 
detachments  of  eighty  men  or  so  every 
ten  days  to  the  cac^  until  the  entire 
garrison  lias  had  a orief  but  enjoyable 
vacation  av/ay  from  Chanute  Field.  "The 


i townsfolk  of  Havana,  a small  town  just 
I a mile  away,  have  given  us  their  whole- 
hearted support,"  says  the  IJews  Letter 
Correspondent. 
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dication  by  1,000  feet,  and  then  this 


POR'TABLE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  LABORATORY 


source  of  suction  is  pinched  off,  the 

lot  change  its  indica- 


altimeter  should  not  change 
tion  by  more  than  150  feet  in  10  seconds. 
If  the  lealc  is  in  excess  of  this  value, 
the  fluctuating  pressure  in  the  cocicpit 
or  in  the  ivings  will  leak  into  the  cases 
sufficiently  to  cause  the  pointers  of 
all  three  instruments  to  oscillate  unde- 
sirably. The  remedy  for  leaks  is  a 
simple  raabter  of  tightening  the  connec- 
tions and  of  sealing  the  cover  glasses. 

The  third  common  fault  of  installations 
is  that  of  an  excessive  voltage  drop  in 
the  Y/iring  between  the  battery  or  gener- 
ator and  the  air-speed  tube.  Wlien  oper- 
ated from  a 12-volt  battery,  the  vollage 
measured  at  the  tube  should  not  be  less 
than  10.5.  With  the  generator  properly 
operating  at  14.25  volts  and  the  tube 
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The  T^^e  A-1  portable  photographic 
laboratory,  which  was  used  at  Tampa, _ 

Fla. , for  carrying  on  the  photographic 
work  incidental  to  Corps  Observation  ' 
during  the  Second  Wing  Maneuvers  in  the 
last  two  weeks  of  March,  was  returned 
to  the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field. 

Ho  difficulty  was  experienced  with  this 
laboratory  d-irring  its  trip  to  and  from 
Wright  Field  or  while  at  its  base  in 
Florida.  Several  minor  changes  were 
recommended  by  the  personnel  using  it, 
and  these  v/ill  be  incorporated  in  the 
drawings  prior  to  release  for  procure- 
ment, ,1 

The  Type  A-IA  portable  photographic 
laboratory,  which  is  a modified  Type  A-l,! 
has  been  tested  by  a sub-committee  of 
(Continued  on  Page  7). 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  WORK  U¥DER  HIGH  PRESSURE 
By  the  Ivlaxv/ell  Field  Correspondent 

During  the  period  from  April  9th  to 
k 13th,  the  entire  Photographic  Section  of 
' Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Sq^iiadron, 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  consisting  of  Cap- 
tain James  G.  Pratt,  Photographic  Offi- 
cer, and  14  enlisted  men^  were  pressed 
into  almost  continuous  photographic  mis- 
sions for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  relief 
agencies  and  the  press,  during  which  ap- 
proximately 1,200  miles  of  river  "basins 
were  photographed  with  two  multi-lens 
cameras.  With  all  "but  three  of  the 
photographic  personnel  previously  quali-i 
fied  in  the  use  of  multi-lens  cameras 
during  routine  training,  it  was  possible 
for  .frequent  relief  of  photographers  on. 
such  missions. 

The  regularly  ass^ned  Photographic 
plans  was  at  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot  for 
overhaul  at  the  time  of  this  emergency 
and,  therefore,  two  B-6  airplanes  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Photo- 
graphic Section  to  carry  out  their  mis- 
sions. !Eie  loan  of  one  T-3A  camera  by 
Barksdale  Field,  La.,  ma;de  it  possible 
to  place  two  photographic  crews  on  the 
job  during  the  entire  time  the  flood 
Waters  were  at  their  crest. 

Approximately  forty  hours  of  photo- 
graphic flj>'i^  were  accomplished  in  the 
four-day  period.  Eight  loadings  of  T-3A 
multi-lens  film  ware  exposed,  resulting 
in  approximately  23,000  prints  for  de- 
\ livery  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  The 
' T-3A  camera  operated  throughout  the  en- 
tire period  without  failure.  Approxi- 
mately six  months  will  be  required  for 
the  completion  of  the  printing  and  the 
mounting  of  the  photographs. 

To ^gather  a rough  idea  of  some  ef  the 
territory  covered  during  the  above  pe- 
riod, you  may  dig  out  your  map  of  the 
deep  South  and  trace  these  river  basins: 
the  Coosa  River,  from  Rome,  Ga. , to 
Wetuiipka,  Ala.  ; the  Alabama  River  from 
Wetimpka  to  Mo"bile,  Ala.  ; the  Pearl 
River  from  Edinburg  to  Bogalusa,  Miss.  ; 
the  Chickasawhay  from  Merrill  to  Meri- 
dian, Miss. ; the  Black  Warrior  River 
from  Littleton  to  Demopolis,  Ala.,  and 
the  Tombigbee  from  Demopolis  to  Mobile, 
Ala. 

In  addition^to  the  above  mentioned 
photographs  with  the  imilti-lens  cameras, 
approximately  400  o’blique  photographs 
^ere  taken  of  the  flood  areas  with  the 
single  lens  -cameras  for  the  Corps  of  Sn- 
I gineers,  relief  agencies  and  the  press, 
j When  you  try  to  stun  up  an  estimate  of 
j the  photographic  hours  covered  in  a mis- 
] Sion  and  then  add  your  tiring  hours  of 
I laboratory  work  which  follows  such  mis- 
^ Bions,  embracing  an  average  daily  pro- 
I duction  of  350  prints  in  addition  to  the 
! regular  daily  work  of  the  Section,  then 
have  something.  But  we  must  add 
It  was  a big  mission,  well  done, 
which  has  always  been  one  of  the  mottos 


of  the  present  Photographic  Section,  for- 
merly the  4th  Photo  Section.  So  the  re- 
mainder of  us  here  in  other  departments 
render  the  Photographic  Section  a salute 
in  recognition  of  a mission  well  done. 

May  you  alwe.ys  carry  on  the  splendid 
work,  with  tne  good  spirit  in  which  it 
has  always  been  done  in  the  past. 

oOo 

WRIGHT  FIELD  PLAYS  HOST  TO  FUTURE 
FLYING  cadets 

Realizing  that  the  selection  of  future 
material  for  training  of  Cadets  at  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center  is  one  of  the 
most  important  tasks  in  the  Air  Corps, 
the  Flying  Cadet  Board  of  Officers  at 
the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  took^  time  out  from 
a busy  routine  of  evaluations,  contracts, 
engineering,  and  supply  matters  to  give 
some  one  hundred  hoys  the  once-over,both 
physically  and  mentally.  The  avalanche 
descended  upon  the  front  gate  promptly 
at  8:00  a.m, , on  Tuesday,  April  12th, 
and  final  details  were  not  coripleted  un- 
til Saturday,  April  16th. 

Wright  and  Patterson  Fields  combined 
their  staffs  of  Flight  Surgeons  to  give 
the  physical  examinations  and,  thanks 
to  Major  Madarasz,  the  boys  when  not  be- 
ing actua.lly  examined  were  entertained 
by  reels  of  movies  showing  A.ir  Corps 
history,  military  flying,  etc.  A Cook's 
Tour  of  the  hangar  line  was  made,  and 
some  of  America' s future  hopefuls  got  a 
chance  to  see  the  latest  planes  undergo- 
ing tests  preliminary  to  acceptance  by 
the  Air  Corps. 

The  episode,  of  course,  was  not  with- 
out its  humor.  One  chap,  when  asked  to 
give  an  example  of  a declarative  sen- 
tence, during  the  written  examination., 
j wrote:  "I  thought  for  a while  I might 
j he  able  to  pass  this  examination." 

Here's  hoping  he  does  pass  and  some 
day  graduates  from  the  Flying  School  - 
cum  laude. 

oOo 

Portable  Photographic  Laboratory 

( Continued  from'  Page  q ) 

the  Air  Corps  Technical  Committee  and 
recommended"  for  standardization,  with 
minor  charigee.  These  changes  have  been 
incorporated  in  the  drawings  and  the 
specification.,  which  have  been  released 
to  the  Office,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
for  approval,  so  that  a quantity  can  he 
procured  during  the  present  fiscal  year 
for  use  by  the  Air  Corps  activities  of 
the  GKQ,  Air  Force  and  the  National  Guard 
units. 

- — oOo- — 

Sergeant  Alex  Westbrook,  of  the  21,st 
Reconnaissance  Squadron,  GHQ,  Air  Forces, 
was  placed  on  the  retired  list  at  Lang- 
ley Field,  Va. , April  30,  1938, 


ARMY  DAY  EXERCISES  AT  KELLY  EIELD  j I\iAXWELL  FIELD  ABAOST  ESCAPES  FLOOD 


On  the  morning  of  April  6th,  the  stu- 
dents ef  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School.  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  attended  a 
demonstration  hy  the  Second  Division, 
held  at  Arthur  MacArthur  Field,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas.  In  the  afternoon,  com- 
mencing at  2:00  o.m, , a program  was 
given  at  Kelly  Field,  to  which  the  puh- 
lic  was  invited.  This  program  included  ■ 
inspection  of  airplanes  on  the  line, 
"blind  landing  demonstration,  student 
flying  (Pursuit  and  Attack  sections) , 
inspection  of  the  Miniature  Range,  Link 
Trainer  demonstration,  and  a description 
over  a public  address  sj^stem  of  the  air- 
planes displayed,  as  well  as  a descrip- 
tion of  the  blind  landing  method  while 
the  demonstration  was  in  progress. 

The  instrument  landing  demonstration 
was  as  fellows:  1st  Lieut.  John  H. Bundy, 
Air  Corps,  with  a safety  pilot,  took  off 
under  the  hood  in  a BT-2  airplane.  After 
making  the  prescribed  pattern,  he  came 
inta  the  field  for  a perfect  instrument 
landing.  He  then  tuned  in  on  Kelly 
Field’ s third  instrument  truck  which  had 
been  set  up  on  exhibition  in  front  of 
Post  Operations  Office,  and  taxied  in, 
using  the  radio  compass  until  he  reached 
the  ramp  before  he  opened  the  hood.  The 
large  crowd  present  applauded,  and  ’’Hal” 
bl’&shed  but  would  not  stand  up  and  take 
a bow.  Ihe  entire  instrument  landing 
system  was  excellently  esplained  ever  a 
public  address  system  during  the  demon- 
stration by  2nd  Lieut.  ’Jilliam  Eades, 

Air  Reserve.  The  large  crowd  present 
showed  considerable  interest  in  this  de- 
monstration, and  favorable  publicity  ap- 
peared in  the  local  press. 

Lieut.  Bundy  is  in  charge  of  instru- 
ment landing  instruction  at  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School.  He  quali- 
fied last  fall  at  Wright  Field,  Dayton^ 
Ohio.  Captain  C.B.  McAllister,  who  re- 
cently reported  at  Kelly  Field,  also 
qualified  at  Wright  Field. 

The  officers  who  have  recently  quali- 
fied at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  are  Captain 
W.G.  Bryte,  1st  Lieut.  S.E.  Anderson  and 
2nd  Lieut.  M.F.  Stalder.  Others  who  are 
midergoing  this  instruction  in  airplanes 
include  Major  C.E.  Cr''jmriue,  1st  Lieuts, 
C.H.  Pettenger,  D.S.  Campbell,  and  2nd 
Lieut.  W.  Fades.  Numerous  others  have 
been  working  on  the  Link  Itainer. 

Instrnment  landing  instruction  is  pro- 
gressing slowly  but  surely  at  Kellj'- 
Field,  the  difficulty  being  in  obtaining 
the  use  of  the  airdrome,  as  the  present 
larger  student  classes  usually  necessi- 
tate flying  instruction  being  given  all 
day. 

oOo — — 

Lieut.  Colonel  Howard  J.  Hoiighland  and 
Major  Merrick  0.  Estabrook,  Jr. , who 
held  temporary  commissions  in  their  re- 
spective grades,  were  given  permanent 
appointments  to  such  grades,  with  rank 
from  April  1,  1938. 


Water,  water,  everjn.’diere  and  all  too 
muddy  to  drink,  seemed  to  be  the  talk 
arouad  Maxell  Field,  Ala.  , from  about  fi 
the  8th  until  the  11th  of  April.  The  v 
exceedingly  heavy  rains  around  this  sec- 
tion and  farther  north  caused  the  Ala- 
bama, Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  Rivers  to  go 
on  a rampage  and  inflict  considerable 
damage  throughout  this  section  and  be- 
tween Maxwell  Field  and  the  coast,  but 
thanks  to  the  Alabama  Power  Company  with 
its  locks  at  Jordan  and  Mitchell  Dams, 
which  held  back  the  waters  from  above  to 
a great  extent,  and  distributing'  it 
through  its  gates  after  it  began  reced- 
ing below,  the  high  peak  at  the  Air 
Corps  station  only  reached  54  feet.  Tlae 
all-time  high  peak  of  60  feet  occurred 
during  the  big  flood  of  1896,  and  every- 
one was  glad  to  hear  that  the  peak  this 
time  was  some  six  feet  lower,  for 
Maxwell  Field  was  beginning  to  show  the 
effects  of  the  muddy  waters  on  both  the 
lower  side  of  the  flying  field  and  the 
Ordnance  Magazine  area,  as  well  as  the 
Officers*  quarters  in  the  area  nearest 
the  Alabama  River.  Several  of  the 
Ordnance  Maga.zines  were  con^letely  sur- 
rounded by  water J necessitating  the  re- 
moval of  ammunition  to  higher  grounds 
and  placing  it  under  guard  for  several 
da^T-s. 

About  nine  holes  of  the  beautiful 
golf  course  could  only  be  reached  by  a 
deep  sea  diver,  as  the  water  on  thal 
part  of  the  golf  course  was  under  at 
least  15  or  20  feet  of  water. 

Captain  Pratt,  of  the  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Sq^dron,  Air  Corps  Tactic- 
al Senool,  the  Photographic  Officer, 
with  his  entire  Section  were  pressed 
into  service.  Working  both  day  and 
night,  photographs  were  taken  of  the 
high  water  areas  in  Alabama  and  adjoin- 
ing States,  and  from  Maxwell  Field  to 
the  coast.  Just  how  many  square  miles 
were  covered  in  this  photographic  pro- 
ject is  not  kno?m,  but  it  will  run  into 
high  figures. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  post  and 
the  City  of  Montgomery  was  threatened 
but,  fortunately,  the  flood  stage  did 
not  quite  reach  the  water  supply  plant. 

All  squadrons,  however,  were  warned  to 
fill  all  possible  eupty  containers  with 
water,  including  the* bath  tubs,  for 
reserve  in  case  the  water  plant  was 
flooded  out. 

oOo 


Technical  Sergeant  Max  Simon,  of  the 
13th  Air  Base  Squadron,  Jiaxv/ell  Field, 
Ala. , is  the  latest  old-timer  who  com- 
pleted thirty  years  of  honorable  service 
with  the  U.3.  Array.  April  30th  brought 
to  a close  his  army  career.  Sergeant 
Simon  joined  the  U.S,  Arn^  on  November  7^ 
1908.  He  ha,s  received  nine  honorable  t 
discharge  certificates,  all  bearing  the 
i notation:  "Character:  Excellent." 
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ECHOES  FROM  'DHE  ELORIDA.  MANEUVERS 

By  the  Langley  Field  Correepondent 

End  Bombardment  Cronip ; 

CJir’March  14,  l9'^S7wie  End  Bomtardment 
Group  arrived  in  Orlando  for  two  weeks 
of  cooperative  maneuvers  v/ith  the  latest 
type  Pursuit  from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Stepping  into  the  middle  of  summer 
from  the  chilly  spring  weather  of  Langley 
Field,  the  officers  adjusted  themselves 
easily  to  the  warm  hospitality  of  this 
attractive  southern  city.  For  two  weeks 
the  End  Group  and  the  people  of  Orlando 
interwove  their  friendships  until  it  was 
with  deep  regret  that  the  ships  took  off 
for  home  on  the  39th  of  Ivlarch, 

The  officers  of  the  End  Group  are  now 
members  of  all  the  notorious  organiza- 
tions in  Florida.  Without  discloBing 
all,  suffice  it  to  say,  we  are  Panthers, 
Flying  Alligators,  etc. 

The  96th  Bombardment  Squadron  climaxed 
the  Florida  maneuvers  by  participating 
in  an  aerial  review  of  the  End  Wing,  fly- 
ing over  Tampa,  St.  Petersburg,  Sarasota, 
Lakeland,  Orlando,  Ite.ytona  Beach  and 
Jacksonville.  On  March  28th,  three  of 
our  B-17*b  assisted  the  End  Bombardment 
Group  in  ferrying  to  Selfridge  Fieldj 
Mich, , 111  enlisted  men  from  Tan^pa  air 
base  of  the  1st  Pursuit  Group.  These 
same  planes  returned  to  Orlando  the  next 
morning  to  ferry  our  own  combat  echelon 
home . 

March  14th  to  March  30th,  the  20 th 
Bombardment  Squadron  was  in  the  field 
with  the  End  Bombardment  Group  as  part 
of  the  End  Wing  Maneuvers.  The  entire 
Group  was  stationed  at  Orlando,  Florida. 
Due  to  the  short^e  of  officer  personnel, 
it  Was  not  practicable  to  operate  as 
three  individual  squadrons,  and  it  was 
decided  to  attach  the  49th  and  96th 
Squadrons  to  the  20th,  so  that  the 
staffs  of  the  former  would  be  available 
for  flying.  Before  and  after  the  mneuv- 
ers,  the  B-17*s  were  used  as • transports 
to  ferry  Selfridge  Field  personnel  to 
and  from  Tampa,  Florida.  No  per  diem 
money  was  available  for  the  maneuvers 
and  consequently  the  ferry  crews  would 
have  had  considerable  e3?pense  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fact  that  Selfridge  Field 
officers  were  kind  enough  to  put  them  up 
in  their  own  homes. 

Sth  Pursuit Group; 

'‘Sun  Tanned  Warriors"  (o5th  Pur- 
..Suit  Squadron)  who  returned  from  the 
Florida  maneuvers  have  achieved  an  envi- 
able record  in  aerial  combat,  and  it 
comes  by  good  authority  to  your  humble 
correspondent  that  all  phases  of  ground 
operations  were  given  due  consideration. 
Those  who  remained  at  Langley  during  the 
V maneuvers  continued  and  qualified  in 
) 440-40. 

Since  the  End  Wing  Maneuvers,  the  36th 


pilots  have  been  busy  getting  in  the 
required  instrument  and  night  time. 

Niii^t  flying  has  been  the  order  on  all 
nights  that  the  weather  permitted.  Also, 
the  crew  chiefs  and  assistants  have  all 
been  busy  pulling  40’ s and  otherwise 
cleaning  up  after  the  two  weeks  epent  in 
Florida.  It  was  a swell  job  they  did 
down  there,  so  Sgt.  Nero  and  all  the  men 
are  due  congratulations. 

— oOo— 

THE  JOINT  ARMT-NAVy  MANEUVERS  IN  HAWAII 
By  the  Luke  Field  Correspondent 

5th  Bombardment  Group;  . 

The  annual  p er i o'd  o f maneuvers  for  the 
Hawaiian  Department  has^just  closed,  and 
all  hands  are  reassembling  their  wits, 
strength  and  multitudinous  loose  ends. 
The  Group  participated  in  recent  Navy 
Exercises  and  gained  much  valuable  in- 
formation as  to  its  problems  inherent  in 
the  defense  mission  in  the  islands. 
Weather  conditions  were  unusually  poor 
during  the  period,  but  no  casualties 
were  suffered  during  the  "war." 

During  the  latter  part  of  March,  the 
23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  served  in  a 
dual  capacity.  Many  of  its  members  were 
assigned  to  other  sq^nadrons  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Group’s  activities  during 
Vae  maneuvers,  while  the  rest  of  the 
Squadron  were  busy  asBonbling  the  B-18’b 
which  arrived  on  the  Transport  MEIGS 
late  in  the  month.  The  maintenance  crew 
has  been  working  early  and  late  getting 
these  ships  ready  to  fly,  and  on  March 
31st  the  first  two  were  given  their 
flight  test,  with  Major  Harris,  super- 
vising the  assembly  of  these  ships,  at 
the  controls.  Major  Beaton,  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  23rd,  was  co- 
pilot on  both  of  these  test  flights.  The 
remaining  airplanes  were  scheduled  to  he 

given  their  flight' test  on  April  1st  or 
nd.  With  this  modern  equipment j the 
Squadron  e^qpects  to  maintain  a high  de- 
gree of  efficiency  in  all  phases  of  its 
training. 

The  50th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  par- 
ticipated in  the  joint  maneuvers  with 
the  Navy  from  noon  on  March  25th  until 
the  evening  of  March  oOtli,  We  were  con- 
stantly'on  the  alert  during  the  hours 
from  4; 00  a.m.  until  dark  each  night. 
Each  morning  at  4:30  a.m.,  sav/  us  in  the 
air.  March  26th  was  the  only  exception 
to  this  schedule,  and  on  this  date  we 
eat  on  the  ground  fur  the  entire  24 
hours.  March  27th  was  another  easy  day, 
?/ith  only  two  hours  and  20  minutes  in 
the  air  for  the  entire  Squadron.  How- 
ever, the  other  four  days  of  the  exer- 
cises saw  plenty  of  action,  and  we  were 
all  glad  when  the  exercise  ended. 

The  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron^  with 
(Continued  on  Page  lO) . 
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BAND  MUSIC  THROUGH  PUBLIC  ADDRESS  SYSTEM 


The  absence  of  bands  at  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions need  no  longer  apply  at  Randolph 
Field,  according  to  the  Hews  Letter  Cor- 
respondent. He  states  that  thro-ugh  the 
installation  of  a public  address  system 
in  the  Cadet  Administration  Suilding,  it 
is  now  possible  to  hear  the  latest  band 
music  several  times  weekly  as  the  cadets 
drill  to  the  stirring  marches  of  the  na- 
tion’ s best  military  bands. 

The  installation,  to  be  used  primarily 
in  assisting  flying  cadets  with  two  left 
feet  to  march  in  step  with  their  brother 
flying  cadets,  consists  of  a pick-up  am- 
plifier unit  in  the  office  of  the  Cadet 
Officer  of  the  Day,  connected  with  four 
loud  speakers;  two  moijnted  at  the  north-  ; 
west  corner  and  two  at  the  northeast  j 
corner  cf  the  Cadet  Administration  Build-j 
ing.  The  volume  is  sufficient  to  enable  { 
groups _ drilling  at  the  farthest  point  on  ! 
the  drill  field  to  hear  the  music  with-  i 
dut  difficulty  despite  the  constant  dron-j 
ing  of  airplane  engines  or  the  direction  ; 
of  the  wind.  I 

In  addition  to  drill,  it  is  contemplat-i 
ed  to  use  the  system  for  sounding  calls,  | 
and  with  the  installation  of  a micro-  j 
phone,  orders  will  be  published  by  loud  j 
speaker.  In  an  emergency  the  system.  | 
will  afford  rapid  communication  directly  ' 
from  the  Cadet  Administration  Building. 
oOo 


HEWS:  Wayne  Thomas,  Chicago  TRIBUHE; 
Maurice  Roddy,  Chicago  DAILY  TIMES;  Lyle 
A.  Brookover,  AMERICAH  AVIATIOH,  Washing- 
ton; Don  Rose,  Philadelphia  LEDGER;  ^ 

Julius  Erandsen,  UITITED  PRESS,  Hew  York;  C 
Paul  Erederickson,  Hew  York  TllffiS;  Garet 
Cate,  Hew  York  W0RLD-TELEGEAI>4 ; W.  E. 

Locher,  Pittsburgh  SUH-TELSGEAPH ; G.F. 
McLoughlin,  AERO  DIGEST,  Hew  York;  Henry 
H.  Ward,  Pittsburgh  PRESS;  H.H.  Beck, 
Chicago  AIviailCAH;  Dick  Kirschbaum,  Hew- 
ark  EVEHIHG  HEWS;  C. 3.  Colby,  AIR  TRAILS, 
Hew  York;  C.M.  Sievert,  Hew  York  WORLD- 
TELEGRAM;  Avery  McBee,  Baltimore  SUH;  ; 
Tom  Compere,  Hew  York  HERALD-TRIEUl®;  ; 
Andy  Kelly,  TWA  representative;  Dan  ' 

Sa5’’er,  AVIATIOH,  Hew  York;  Alice  Kappene-  :: 
man,  Burbank,  air  transport  hostess. 

oOo 


A PHOTO  LABORATORY  IH  A CELLAR 


HEWSPAPSR  MEH  VISIT  IMRCH  FIELD 


A group  of  newspaper  men  from  various 
eastern  newspapers  and  aviation  magazines 
visited  March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif., 
on  April  2nd,  and  inspected  the  latest 
in  military  aircraft  and  eauipment  as 
guests  of  Brigadier  General  Delos  C. 
Emmons,  Commanding  General  of  the  1st 
Wing,  GtlQ  Air  Force,  and  Liout.  Colonel 
Carlyle _H.  Wash,  Commanding  Officer  of 
March  Field.  Tlie  guests  arrived  aboard 
a TWA  transport  from  the  Burbank  Airport 
at  10:00  a.ra. 

The  visitors  were  conducted  on  a tour 
of  inspection  of  the  field  by  Major 
Early  E.W.  Duncan,  Public  Relations  Of- 
ficer of  March  Field,  and  were  shown 
bombs  and  ordnance  equipment,  parachutes 
and  the  latest  type  Attack  and  Bombard- 
ment airplanes. 

For  several  days  the  members  of  the 
group  were  the  guests  of  Paramount  Studi- 
os, watching  the  filming  of  “Men  With 
Wings."  They  left  March  Field  at  noon 
for  Clover  Field,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. , 
where  they  inspected  the  new  DC-4  giant 
transport _ recently  completed  at  the 
Douglas  aircraft  plant.  Upon  the  com-  ^ 
pletion  of  their  inspection,  Don  DoUj^las,! 
President  of  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Corpo-  ! 
ration,  was  host  to  the  group  at  a j 

luncheon.  i 

In  the  party  were  Edward  P.  Flynn,  Hew  j 
York  POST;  Gerald  Duncan,  Hew  York  DAILY  i 


Staff  Sergeant  R.M.  Bishop,  who  com- 
pleted the  course  in  aerial  photography 
at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at 
Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. , came  to 
Moffett  Field,  Calif.,  on  June  20,  1937,^ 
and  i:j3mediately  organized  a Photo  Sec- 
tion. 

Picking  out  the  cellar  in  the  Adminis- 
tration Building  as  the  most  likely 
place  for  the  activities  of  the  Section, 
Sergeant  Bishop  drew  plans  for  power 
lines,  drains,"  dark  rooms,  developing 
rooms,  storage  a.nd  sundry  things  that  go 
to  make  up  a photo  section  or  labora- 
tory and,  after  the  approval  of  Major 
Bushrod  Hoppin,  Air  Corps,  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  82nd  Observation  Squad- 
ron, the  Opartermaster  Utilities  took 
his  plans  and  went  to  work  on  them. 

Today  that  cellar  houses  a fully 
equipped  Photo  Laboratory,  vdth  a per- 
sonnel of  eight  men,  four  of  whom  are 
graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Teclmical 
School. 

With  K3B  cameras,  they  have  photograph- 
ed all  the  landing  fields  in  California 
and  part  of  Hevad.a,  covering  an  area  of 
approximately  130  square  miles  with 
mosaics,  obliques  and  verticals.  They 
are  now  engaged  in  topographical  mapping 
of  1,000  square  miles. 

oOo 


Joint  Maneuvers  in  Hawaii  ( From  Page  9 ) . 


two  flights  attached  from  the  4th  and 
50th  Reconnaissance  Squadrons  just  fin- 
ished taking  part  in  tlie  recent  maneuv- 
ers. A provisional  Bombardment  Squadron'  , 
was  organised  with  four  airplanes  in 
each  flight,  and  one  extra  for  the  Squad-^ 
ron  Commander,  making  a total  of  13  air-  ' 
planes. 

oOo- — 
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The  designation  of  the  5th  Con^Dosite 
Group,  Luke  Field,  T.H. , was  changed  to.  q 
th©  "5th  Bombardment  Group."  "Since  its  | 
major  mission  is  that  of  Bombardment," 
says  the  Hews  Letter  Correspondent,  "^■ 
change  was  apioropriate. " 


the 
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AIR  mmmms  ir  MORTmsTERu  states 


Tlie  War  Department  recently  announced 
its  approval  of  plans  for  the  concentra- 
) tion  and  maneuvers  of  the  General  Head- 
quarters Air  Ejrce  during  the  month  of 
May.  Participating-  in  tnese  maneuvers 
will  he  468  officers  and  2380  enlisted 
men,  utilising;  131  airplanes.  This 
force  will  move  from  its  various  bases 
throughout  the  country  during  the  period 
from  May  1st  to  11th,  to  gather  on  vari- 
ous airdromes  in  the  Northeastern  States. 

Erom  May  12th  to  17th,  inclusive,  in- 
. tensive  training  will  he  held,  with  all 
units  of  the  Air  Force  participating. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  will  he  taken 
up  with  Corimand  Post  Exercises,  staff 
training  aiid  critiques,  and  the  movement 
of  units  from  their  temporary  airdromes 
hack  to  their  home  bases. 

The  131  airplanes  to  he  employed  in 
these  maneuvers  are  enumerated  by  types, 
as  follows;  14  A-17’s,  30  A-17A’b  and  12 
A-18  Attack  planes;  0 B-17  and  34  B-18 
Bombardment  planes;  15  each  of  PB-2  and 
P-26  Pursuit  planes;  2 C-36  Cargo  planes 
and  one  OA-8  Amphibian  plane. 

The  dispositions  of  the  participating 
GKQ  Air  Force  units  for  the  period  of 
the  Exercises  will  he  as  follows; 

1st  Wing  Headquarters,  GHQ  Air  Force, 

24  officers,  110  enlisted  men,  1 C-36, 

1 B-18  and  5 A-17*s  from  March  Field, 
Riverside,  Calif.,  to  New  Haven,  Conn. 

19th  Bombardment  Group  Headquarters. 

) 20  officers,  118  enlisted  men,  5 B-18’s, 
from  March  Field. to  Schenectady,  N.Y. 

30th  Bombardment  Squadron,  31  officers, 
115  enlisted  men,  5 B-18*s,  from  March 
Field  to  Albany,  N.Y. 

17th  Attack  Group  Headquarters.  20  of- 
ficers, 98  enlisted  men,  5 A-17A's,  from 
March  Field,  to  Groton,  Conn. 

95th  Attack  Squadron,  20  officers,  105 
enlisted  men,  10  A-17A’s,  from  March 
Field,  to  Rentschler  Field,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

7th  Bombardment  Group,  20  officers, 118 
enlisted  men,  5 B-18*s,  from  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif. , to  Westfield,  Mass. 

9th  Bombardment  Squadron,  31  officers, 
115  enlisted  men,  5 B-18*s,  from  Hamil- 
ton Field,  Calif. , to  Brainard  Field, 
Hartford,  Conn. 

2nd  Wing  Headquarters,  GHQ  Air  Force, 

25  officers,  148  enlisted  men,  1 C-36, 

1 B-18  and  4 A-17*s,  from  Langley  Field, 
Va. , to  Middletown,  Pa. 

2nd  Bombardment  Group,  21  officers, 156 
enlisted  men,  3 B-18’s,  from  Langley 
Field,  to  Phillips  Field,  Aberdeen  Prov- 
ing Ground,  Md. 

49th  Bombardment  Squadron,  42  officers 
239  enlisted  men,  8 B-i7’s,  from  Langley 
Field,  to  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


(enlisted  men,  10  A-17A’s,  from  Barksdale 
I Field,  to  Allentown,  Pa. 
i 8th  Attack  Squadron,  20  officers,  130 
[enlisted  men,  12  A-18*s,  from  Barksdale 
Field,  to  Lancaster,  Pa. 

18th  Reconnaissance  Squadron.  49  offi- 
cers, 181  enlisted  men,  9 B-lS's  and  1 
OA-8,  from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , to  re- 
main at  that  station. 

3rd  Wing  Headquarters,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
i25  officers,  llO  enlisted  men,  5 A-17’s, 

I from  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  to  Mitchel 
[Field,  N.Y. 

i 8th  Pursuit  Group  Headquarters.  20  of- 
ficers, 136  enlisted  men,  5 PB-2's,  from 
Langley  Field,  Va. , to  Miller  Field,  New 
Dorp,  N.Y. 

36th  Pursuit  Squadron,  20  officers, 

108  enlisted  men,  10  PB-2*s,  from  Langley 
Field,  to  Seversl^y  Field,  Farmingdale, 

L,  I.  , New  York. 

20th  Pursuit  Group  Headquarters.  20 
officers,  95  enlisted  men,  5 P-26‘s, 
from  Barksdale  Field,  to  Roosevelt  Field, 
L. I . , New  York. 

55th  Pursuit  Squadron,  20  officers,  95 
enlisted  men,  10  r-26’s,  from  Barksdale 
Field,  to  Floyd  Bennett  Airport,  L.I., 

New  York. 

The  First  Wing  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force 
will  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Delos  C.  Emmons,  Air  Corps;  the  Second 
V/ing  by  Brigadier  General  Arnold  N. 
Krogstad,  Air  Corps,  and  the  Third  Wing 
by  Brigadier  General  Frederick  L.  Martin, 
Air  Corps. 

— — oOo- — 

DROPPING  HOT  FOOD  TO  DOUGHBOYS 

On  March  25,  1938,  the  18th  Pursuit 
Group,  Wheeler  Field,  T.H. , was  ordered 
to  drop  six  aerial  delivery  containers 
with  food  to  a detached  post  of  the  2nd 
Battalion,  21st  Infantry,  Northwest  of 
Puuiki  at  Coordinate  85.2  - 02.2.  The 
containers  were  to  be  dropped  upon  the 
display  of  green  signal  flares  by  ground 
units. 

This  exercise  proved  valuable  training 
for  air  and  ground  units,  and  demon- 
strates that  food  and  water  can  be  de- 
livered^ to^  lost  or  marooned  parties. 

Here  is  how  a Honolulu  newspaper  de- 
scribed this  incident: 

'*Six  swift  warbirds  of  the  Air  Corps 
Twenty-sixth  Attack  Squadron  soared  high 
above  a detachment  of  advancing  dough- 
boys in  the  r-qgged  country  northwest  of 
Puuiki  yesterday  to  drop  containers  of 
hot  food  by  parachutes  to  the  weary 
infantrjnaen  in  one  of  the  most  spectacu- 
lar combat  tests  staged  during  the 
army*s  current  war  games. 

With  each  plane  having  one  of  the 


3rd  Attack  Group  Headquarters,  20  offi-hea.vy  food  containers  aboard,  the  battle 


cers,  98  enlisted  men,  5A-17A's,  from 
Barksdale  Field,  Shreveport,  La.,  to 
Camden,  N.J. 

13th  Attack  Squadron,  20  officers,  105 
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squadron  took  off  from  7/heeler  Field  at 
5 p.m.  to  drop  their  big  ’dinner  buck- 
ets' to  a party  «f  approximately  40  men 
(Continued  on  Page  12). 
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RED1SIGM.TI01T  Or  THE  75TH  SERVICE  SqUAEROE 
Ey  Private  1st  Cl.  Joseph  A.  Mesaris 


On  March  1,  1938,  in  con^liance  with 
orders  issued  oy  the  War  Department,  the 
75th  Service  Squadron,  Air  Cor;ps,  sta- 
tioned at  Wheeler  Eield,  Schofield  Bar- 
racks, I'.H. , was  redesignated  '*3asa  Plead- 
quarters  and  18th  Air  Base  Squadron,  Air 
Corps," 

During  the  twenty  odd  years  of  its 
life,  this  Sq'iadron  prohably  has  witness- 
ed more  changes  and  redesignations  than 
ar-y  other  organization  in  the  Army  of 
the  same  age . 

Originally  organized  at  Waco,  Texas, 
on  Jamiary  S2,  1917,  as  the  75th  Aero 
Service  Squadron,  it  was  transferred  en 
masse  to  Gerstner  Field,  Lake  Charles, 

La. , on  March  1st  of  the  same  year  and, 
four  months  later,  on  July  15,  1917.  it 
was  redesignated  "Squadron  'E*  G-erstner 
Field."  This  redesignation,  however, 
barely  had  time  to  become  known  official- 
ly when,  eight  days  later,  it  was  again 
redesignated,  this  time  as  "Squadron  'D,' 
Gerstner  Field. " 

The.  newly  baptized  Squadron  "D"  immedi- 
ately adopted  seureral  tiny  orphan  organi- 
zationsj  with  the  result' that  it  soon 
multiplied  its  authorized  strength  ten- 
fold, so  that  on  August  14,  1917,  suffi- 
cient officers  and  men  were  extracted 
from  the  organization  to  form  the  487th 
Aero  Squadron  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Scott,  who' 
retained  command  of  tne  Squadron  until  a 
few  days  prior  to  its  entraining,  on 
October  27,  1917,  for  the  Concentration 
Camp  at  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New 
York,  when  he  was  relieved  by  Captain 
Edward-'K,  'Jones,  the  latter  staying  with 
the  organization  until  it  was  settled  in 
France. 

On  December  4,  1917,  the  Squadron 
boarded  tne  S.S.  KORTHIAID  and  set  sail 
for  Halifax,  N. S.,  where  it  remained  un- 
til December  15th,  when  the  officers  and 
men  once  more  "hit  the  high  sea.s." 

Ten  days  later,  Christmas  Day,  anchor 
was  dropped  in  the  harbor  of  Liverpool, 
England.  From  Liverpool  the  Squadron 
pushed  onward,  by  means  of  rail  and 
water  transportation.,  to  Scurbampton,  Le 
Havre,  St.  Maxisnt,  and  final]y  Eoraoran- 
tun-et-cher.  It  was  ab  this  last  stop 
that  the  greatest  production  center  for 
the  assembling  and  testing  of  planes  was 
concentrated  e,f  ccr  ccnctructioh  was  com- 
pleted by  the  then  487th  Construction 
Squadron,  then  un,der  the  coiumand  of  Cap- 
tain William  A.  Campbell.  Several  in- 
teresting volumes  have  been  written  of 
the  experiences  of  the  officers  and  men 
^7hile  enroute  to  and  during  their  en- 
campment at  Romorantun-Loire-et-cher. 

Shortly  after  the  war,  and  while 
praises  were  still  ringing  in  the  ears 
of  its  members,  the  487th  was  demobiliz- 
ed and  reconstituted  and  consolidated 
with  the  75th  Aero  Service  Squadron 


which  was  later  constituted  an  inactive 
unit  on  October  18,  1927.  It  was  re- 
designated 75th  Service  Squadron,  Air 
Corps,  on  May  8,  1929,  and  made  active 
on  September  15,  1930,  at  which  time  it 
became  pai't  of  the  18th  Pursuit  Group 
at  Wheeler  Field,  T.H. 

Howg  e.fter  an  all  time  record  of  eight 
years  without  cha,nge,  the  487th,  or  the 
75th  Aero  Service  Squadron  or,  still, 
Squadrons  "S"  or  "D, " Gerstner  Field, is 
again  redeBigna,ted  - "Base  Headquarters 
and  18th  Air  Base  Squadron,  Air  Corps." 
But  the  passing  years,  or  the  various 
redesignations  to  keep  in  tune  wdth 
modern  times  and  military  customs,  can 
never  take  from  those  who  served  with 
the  organization,  under  whatever  name 
you  wish,  either  as  charter  members  or 
adapted  children,  the  fond  memory  of 
the  undeniable  pride  in  having  been  a 
part,  of  the  organisation  whose  outstand- 
ing record,  both  in  peace  and  wrar, 
speaks  for  itself. 


Ed.  Note;  The  author  of  this  article,  a mem- 
ber cf  the  organization  whose  history  he  has 
briefly  lecorded,  is  also  responsible  for  the 
cover  design  -^vith  its  Hawaiian  atinjsphere  and 
the  insignia  of  the  Base  Headquarters  and  18th 
Air  Base  Squadron,  featuring  this  issue  of  the 
Air  Corps  News  Letter.  Private  Mesaris  sketch- 
ed the  design  on  a mimeograph  stencil.  In  ex-  | 
tending  our  thanks  to  him,  we  hope  to  hear  from  * 
him  again  soon. 

oOo— 


Dropping  Hot  Food  (From  Page  n) . 


of  the  2nd  battalion,  21st  Infantry,  30 
minutes  later.  They  then  returned  to 
their  Wheeler  Field  base. 

Lt.  Frank  F.  Everest  led  the  planes  on 
this  mission.  * * ^ A.&  the  fast  ships 
locs.tsd  the  advancing  Infantrymen  far. 
belowj  they  let  go  their  containers 
filled  wifb  hot  food.  Tiie  parachutes 
snapped  open  after  a'  dizzy  pluiige, float- 
ing the  welcome  rations  gently  to  the 
ground.  An  entire  six-course  dinner 
including  soup,  bread  and  meat,  was 
thereby  swiftly  delivered  to  the  men  at 
the  front. 

Jui.qt  a,s  fast  was  the  work  of  the 
phctographio  plane  which  filmed  the  op- 
era.tion.  Flown  by  Lt.  James  Olive, with 
Sta.ff  Sgt.  Marvin  Williams  handling  the 
Ca,mera.,  pictures  were  taken  of  the  food  ■ 
containers  floating  to  the  ground,  of 
the  infantr^-Tnen  sampling  the  contents, 
and  of  the  fast  attack  ships  in  action., 
rushed  back  to  TTheeler  Field,  developed 
and  printed  within  an  hour." 

— .-oOo-. — 


Major  Lotha  A.  Smith,  Instructor  at  th^ 
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Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala. , is  under  orders  to  proceed  to 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , for  duty. 
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PTItlSUITERS  CONTimjALLY  OH  THE  GO 


THAIHING  mn  Aimm  TO  ELY  AUTOGIRO 
By  the  Materiel  Division  Correspondent 

Before  many  months  will  have  passed, it 
is  anticipated  that  six  new  autogiro s 
will  he  on  the  flying  line  at  Patterson 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose 
of  training  Air  Corps  pilots  and  mechan- 
ics in  flight  and  maintenance  of  this 
tj^e  of  aircraft. 

Eor^scme  years  the  Materiel  Division 
at  Vfright  Field  has  been  studying  and 
conducting  experimental  tests  on  this 
type  of  equipment.  Recently  the  experi- 
mental model  at  Wriijht  Field  passed  ac- 
ceptance tests  and  is  now  Air  Corps  pro- 
perty. As  a result  of  orders  placed  for 
six  additional  autogiro s of  the  same 
type  and  model,  three  are  now  ready  for 
delivery  to  the  Air  Corps  and  three  more 
will  be  ready  for  delivery  by  May  16th. 

Present  plans  are  to  transfer  the  ex- 
erimental  model  now  at  Wright  Field  to 
atterson  Field  to  form  one  of  a fleet 
of  autogiro s to  be  used  for  training 
purposes.  Tiie  first  of  the  six  new  auto- 
giro s will  be  delivered  to  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  at 
Langley  Field,  Va.. , for  further  research 
and  escperimental  purposes.  The  remaining 
five  will  join  the  one  from  Wright  Field 
at  Patterson  Field. 

The  first  class  of  students,  who  will 
be  drawn  from  the  various  Air  Corps 
fields,  will  consist  cf  four  officers 
and  five  mechanics.  This  class,  schedul- 
ed to  start  about  April  18th,  will  offer 
a six  weeks*  training  course.  A second 
class,  also  of  six  weeks’  duration  and 
to  follow  immediately,  will  consist  of 
five  student  pilots  and  four  mechanics, 
so  that  at  the  completion  of  training  of 
the  second  class,  the  Air  Corps  ¥/ill 
have  a total  of  twelve  autogiro  officer 
pilots  and  twelve  mechanics  skilled  in 
autogiro  maintenance  and  operation  prob- 
lems, including  the  three  officer  pilot 
instructors  and  three  mechanics  previ- 
ously trained. 

These  autogiro  classes  will  be  conduct-j 
ed  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Colonel  j 
Junius  H.  Houghton,  of  Patterson  Field,  , 
who  will "serve  as  Commandant.  The  in-  i 
structors  will  be  Lieuts.  H.F.  Gregory,  1 
S.S.  Nichols  and  G.H.  Snyder,  all  of  the  | 
Air  Corps.  ■ 

When  the  two  desses  are  coii5)leted,  it  • 
is  planned  to  send  the  autogiros  to  vari-! 
our  stations  for  further  service  testing  I 
to  determine  their  value  as  used  in  co-  i 
operation  with  ground  forces  of  the  Arny.i 
Previous  service  testing  with  the  type 
now^  at  Wright  Field  has  included  work 
’Pith  the  Coast  Artillery  Board  and 
School,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. ; Infantry  Board 
and  School,  Fort  Benning,  Ga. ; Field  Ar- 
tillery Board  at  Fort  Bragg,  IT.  C.  ; Field 
Artillery  School  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. ; 
Cavalry  Board  and  School  at  Fort  Riley, 
Kansas,  and  with  the  Mechanized  Cavalry 
Brigade  at  Fort  Knox,  Ky, 


"In  just  a few  more  weeks  now,"  wrote 
the  Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent  of  the 
Base  Headquarters  and  3rd  Air  Base  Squad- 
ron recently,  "we  hope  to  have  gathered 
everyone  back  from  the  Everglades  - so 
they  can  kiss  their  wives  goodbye  and 
get  off  to  the  GHQ,  Maneuvers  in  New  York. 
Though  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the 
fellows  have  been  threatened  with  di- 
vorce during  the  late  Florida  exercises 
of  the  Second  Wing,  wives  and  children 
have  now  been  lulled  into  a cataleptic 
state  of  just  not  giving  a hoot  whether 
their  men  folk  stay  at  home  or  not.  Some 
of  them  have  even  called  attention  to 
rejected  proposals  from  Naval  officers, 
sta.tlng  that  they  might  have  been  assur- 
ed of  at  least  fifty  percent  of  their 
husbands'  maiily  presence. 

"From  the  latest  indications  there 
will  be  about  three  officers  left  here 
at  Selfridge  during  the  May  maneuvers. 
Much  practice  in  the  art  of  bag-holding 
and  weather  flights  is  anticipated  for 
the  three  stay-at-homes.  However,  sur- 
vivors of  the  late  Maneuvers  of  1938 
claim  their  budgets  won't  stand  much 
more  strain. 

"There  are  at  the  present  time  a latrger 
number  of  officers  here  for  duty  than  at 
any  time  since  the  World  War,  and  many 
are  wondering  when  they  will  get  some- 
thing to  fly.  Most  of  the  officers  are 
Reserves,  of  course,  but  the  flying  is 
a real  problem.  The  last  of  our  well- 
loved and  well-worn  P-26*b  left  for 
Barksdale  Field  yesterday,  and  all  P-6's 
are  leaving  at  any  moment.  The 
Severs!^'  s are  restricted  to  local 
flights  pending  a minor  change  in  the 
engines,  and  there  are  only  twenty-one 

. of  them  in  commission  anyway.  . . . 

: Oh,  well* " 

I oOo— 

I 

ASSlGNIvlElTT  OF  G.  & G.S.  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  direct  that  the  follow- 
ing-named Air  Corps  officers,  effective 
upon  the  completion  of  their  present 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenv/orth, 
Kansas,  proceed  to  the  Air  Corps  sta- 
tioiis  indicated  after  their  names  for 
assignment  to  duty: 

Major  Ral  L,  Owens  to  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif. 

Captain  James  F.  Bevans  to  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. 

Capt8,in  John  H.  Hawkins  to  Self  ridge 
Field,  Mich. 

Captains  Edmund  C,  Lynch  and  Willard 
R.  Wolfinbarger  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Captain  Earle  E.  Partridge  to  Maxwell 
Field.,  Alabama. 

oOo 
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ACTIVITIES  AT  HICKM/i  FIELD 


FLYIDCt  miNIUG  ON  THE  AUTOGIRO 


The  first  week  in  March  saw  signs  of 

freat  activity  around  the  hangar  of  the 
3rd  Bombardment  Squ8,dron,  Luke  Field, 
Hawaii.  With  the  transfer  of  all  the  of- 
fices of  this  organization  to  Hickam 
Field,  all  equipment  and  supplies  were 
loaded  into  trucks  and  moved  to  that  new 
station.  All  of  the  B-12A  airplanes  of 
the  23rd  Squadron,  were  assigned  to  the  j 
two  Observation  squadrons,  and  the  full 
time  of  the  personnel  of  the  23rd  was  de- 
voted to  becoming  established  in  their 
new  location. "At  Hickam  Field,"  says  the 
News  Letter  Correspondent,  "we  again  be- 
came pioneers,  but  after  a few  hectic 
days  managed  to  get  set  up  in  normal 
style. " 

Maintenance  crews  from  the  23rd  have 
been  working  with  the  31st  Bombardment 
Squadron,  since  the  arrival  in  Hawaii  of 
this  organization  from  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif. 

"We  are  getting  acquainted  with  the  ; 
new  B-18’s,"  continues  our  Correspondent,! 
"so  that  when  our  ships  arrive  we  won’t  | 
be  completely  at  sea.  From  all  indica-  | 
tions  the  transition  period  for  pilots  ■ 
and  maintenance  crews  will  be  an  inter-  ! 
esting  one,  and  we  are  all  looking  for-  | 
ward  to  the  day  when  our  quota  of  ships  ' 
arrive. " I 

— oOo I 

CHINA  BEA  TO  OREGON  COAST  IN  TWO  YEARS  i 

I 

The  Randolph  Field  Correspondent  for-  | 
warded  to  us  a photostatic  copy  of  a 
message,  as  follov/s: 

"At  sea  on  board  U.S.  Army  Transport 
Grant  July  31,  1936.  | 

Margaret  Ann  Has toy 
Tommy  Hastey  Jr. 

Randolph  Field,  Texas. " 

Almost  t?/o  years  later  this  message 
reached  Randolph  Field,  v/ith  an  inquiry 
added  thereen,  as  follows; 

_"This  note  was  found  in  a bottle  on 
Wi-Ne-Ma  Beach,  located  in  South 
Tillamoek  county,  Oregon,  March  28th, 

1938,  We  were  wondering  where  it  was 
cast  into  the  water  as  it  took  so  long  | 
to  drift  in.  ! 

Very  truly  yours, 

Evelyn  Gteppa 

Oretown,  Oregon. " 

The  message  was  placed  in  a bottle  and 
dropped  in  the  China  Sea  by  Lieut. 

Colonel  Thomas  W.  Hastey,  Air  Corps,  for 
his  two  children,  when  he  and  his  family 
were  returning  to  the  United  States  fol- 
lov/ing  the  completion  of  his  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Philippines. 


Supplementing  the  article  on  the 
above  subject,  which  appears  on  page  13  [ 

of  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter,  later 
information  thereon  was  submitted  by  the  V 
Materiel  Division  Correspondent,  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  Wedaesday  morning,  April  20th,  stu- 
dents and  instructors  assembled  at  Pat- 
terson Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  for  open- 
ing classes  of  the  first  school  to  be 
held  in  this  country  for  military  flight 
training  and  maintenance  of  the  autogiro. 
On  the  flying  line  v/ere  three  autogiro s 
being  warmed  up  for  flight,  and  this  in- 
cident also  savored  of  the  historic,  for 
it  was  believed  to  be  the  first  time  for 
three  of  this  type  of  aircraft  to  be  as- 
sembled for  simultaneous  flight.  It  was 
expected  that  delivery  of  the  fourth^ 
autogiro  of  six  would  be  made  on  April 
21st,  and  the  final  two  of  the  fleet 
shortly  thereafter. 

The  pilot's  course  in  flight  of  the 
autogiro  will  cover  complete  mastery  of 
autogiro  flight  technique,  including  250 
hours  in  the  air  for  each  student,  ^e 
maintenance  course  for  crew  chiefs  will 
cover  instruction  in  pre-flight  and  4C- 
hour  inspection,  and  all  problems  of  ad- 
justment" and  upkeep. 

The  commanda.nt  of  this  autogiro  school 
is  the  ■ Conjmandii]g  Officer  of  Patterson 
Field,  Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  H.Ho-ughton, 
The  instructors  8.re  Lieut s.  H.F.  Gregory, 
Officer  in  Charge;  S.S.  Nichols,  Training 
ond  Operations,  and  G.K.  Snyder,  Engin-  I 
oering  and  Supply. 

Tile  officers  reporting  for  flight 
training  are  Lieuts.  P.E.  Gahel,  of 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; J.D.  Rutledge, 

Moffett  Field,  Calif. ; James  Van  Q. 

Wilson,  Scott  Field,  111.,  and  F.F. 

Hunter,  Jr.,  Pope  Field,  N.C.  The  en- 
listed men  re:porting  for  the  maintenance 
course  are  Privates  R.J.  Sorenson,  of 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. ; R.G.  Franks,  Fort 
Penning,  Ga.  *,  F.M.  White,  Scott  Fie 
111.  ; Jj.M.  Clingler,  Chanute  Field, 
and  F.O.  Mallinson, 

The  instructors  of  this  latter  course 
are  Corporal  J.M.  Teten  o,ud  Private  F.O, 
Sill,  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , and  Private 
Jack  Felt,  of  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Lieut'.  Gregory  received  his  autogiro 
flight  training  at  Langley  Field  with 
the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aero- 
nautics about  two  years  c^o.  He  and 
Lieut.  Nichols  for  the  first  time  in 
history  accomplished  telephone  coimminica- 
tion  between  heavier- than-air  craft  and 
the  ground,  the  heavier-than-air  craft 
used  being  an  autogiro. 

- — oOo — - 


During  March,  the  Eiigineering  Depart- 
ment of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot, Duncan 
Field,  Texas,  overhauled  20  airplanes 
and  54  engines  and  repaired  56  airplanes 
and  19  engines. 


Effective  May  1,  1938,  Captair  John  M. 
Sterling,  Air  Corps,  was  relieved  from 
duty  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.,  and_ as- 
signed to  the  American  Embassy,  Paris, 
France,  for  duty  as  Assistant  Military 
Attache  for  Air  to  France  and  Belgium. 
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0 E I T U A R Y 

Second  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Hubbard,  Air 
Corps  ( Infantry),  met  his  death  on  April 
14th  as  the  result  of  an  airplane  crash. 
He  was  flying  a BT-9  one-half  mile  north 
of  Kreuger  Rield,  Texas,  v/hen  the  air- 
plane, from  Causes  undetermined,  spun 
into  the  ground. 

Lieut.  Hubbard,  a resident  of  Hew  York 
City,  graduated  from  the  United  States 
jlilitary  Academy,  West  Point,  H.Y.  , on 
June  12,  1937,  and  was  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  of  Infantry.  Upon  his 
application  he  was  assigned  as  student 
to  undergo  flying  training  at  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center.  He  commenced 
training  with  the  October,  1937,  class 
at  Randolph  Eield, 

Accidents  are  always  tragic,  but  when 
death  strikes  one  so  young  and  so  soon 
after  graduation  from  the  Military 
Academy,  and  on  the  threshold  of  his  nev/ 
career,  it  seems  doubly  so.  The  Air 


Cambridge,  Mass. 

1st  Lieut.  Donald  J.  Kiern,  University 
of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

l.st  Lieut.  Donald  L.  Putt,  California 
Institute  of  Technology,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
oOo — - 

WAR  DHPARTMHITT  ORDl^ 

‘CL. ang e s c . ~f ""S' tation 

To  Maxwell  Pi eld,  Ala. ; Major  John  M. 
Mcl)onhell,  from  Y/right  Pie  Id,  Ohio;  Capt. 
William  L.  Ritchie,  from  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington, 
D.C.,  for  duty  as  student  at  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  1938-1939  course. 

To  Inglewood,  Calif. ; Major  Franklin  0. 
Carroll,  from  duty  as  student  at  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field, 

Ala. , to  duty  as  Assistant  Air  Corps 
District  Representative,  Western  Procure- 
ment District. 

To  Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  2nd  Lieuts. 
HoTTTngswcrth  F.  Gregory  and  Erickson 


Corps  sends  its  profound  sympathy  to  the  i S.  Nichols,  from  Langley  Field,  ?a. 


bereaved  relatives  of  the  deceased  young 
officer. 

— -oOo 

RESERVE  OFFICERS  COtlPSTE  FOR  REGULAR 
COMISSIOHS 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Thomason 
Act  (H.R.  62’50,  74th  Congress,  approved 
August  30,  1935),  approximately  50  Air 
Reserve  officers  recently  took  the  exam- 
ination for  appointment  as  second  lieut- 
enant in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army. 

The  Act  above  referred  to  provides 
that  for  a period  of  ten  years,  begin- 
ning July  1,  1936,  the  Secretary  of  War 
is  authorized  to  select  annually,  in  ad- 
dition tc  the  graduates  from  the  United 
States  Military  Acadeig^,  fifty  Reserve 
officers  who  shall  be  commissioned  in 
the  Regular  Army,  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  determine  for  each  aimual  increment 
the  number  to  be  allotted  among  the  pro- 
motion list  branches  of  the  Army. 

According  to  the  latest  information 
obtainable,  the  tentative  allotment  to 
the  Army  Air  Corps  out  of  the  increment 
of  fifty  nefrv  officers  to  be  added  to 


To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; Captain  Herbert 
K.  Baisley,  from  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

Orders  Revoked 

Assignment  oi_ 1st  Lieut.  Wilson  H. 
leal,  of  March  Field,  for  duty  as  stu- 
dent at  Air  Corps  Technical  School, 
Chanute  Field,  111. , in  Maintenance 
Eng:ineering  course. 

Assignment  of  2nd  Lieut.  Lester  S. 
Harris,  from  Selfridge  Field,  for  duty 
as  student  in  Airplane  Maintenance  En- 
gineering course  at  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Chanute  Field,  111. 

Reserve  Officers  to  Active  Duty 

2ndnjieut".  '¥rif  f ed  Ito  therham,  of 
Fresno,  Calif.,  to  Moffett  Field,  Calif., 
to  April  10,  1941. 

8nd  Lieut.  Luther  J.  Fairbanks,  of 
Burt,  lov/a,  to  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  to 
April  24,  1941. 

Relieved  from  Assignment  to  Air  Corps 

~2nd  Lieut.  John  P.  Connor , from  duty 

as  student  at  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  to  the  25th 
Infa,ntry  a.t  Fort  Huachuca,  Arizona. 

oOo 

During  the  latter  part  of  April, Hamil- 


oOo 


the  Army  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  under  i ton  Field  busied  itself  with  the  groom- 
the  Thomason  Act,  is  eight.  It  would  ing  and  checking  of  motors  and  assembling 
seem,  tnerefore,  that  only  16%  of  the  equipment  in  preparation  for  the  mimic 
50  Air  Reserve  officers  who  took  the  comj  war  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
petitive  examination  for  a perraanent  comH United  States,  while  the  higher  staff 
mission  are  likely  to  realize  their  am-  i officers  were  engaged  in  scanning  maps 
^ition.  I and  plans. 

On  April  22nd,  12  B-18  Bombardment  air- 
planes were  flown  to  March  Field,  River- 
side, Calif.,  to  join  up  with  the  19th 
Bombardment  Group  to  aid  in  the  job  of 
transporting  supplies  on  the  ’’short"  hop 
tp  Hew  England  and  points  close  to 
Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.  By  May  2nd,  person- 
nel will  be  transported  by  these  same 
planes  which  will  have  returned  from  the 
East  Coast  by  then.  During  the  concentra- 
tion, four  provisional  air  transport 
squadrons  will  function  under  direct  con- 
trol of  Headquarters,  GHQ,  Air  Force. 
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Three  Air  Corps  officers,  now  pursuing 
courses  of  instruction  at  civilian  tech- 
nical schools,  are  under  orders  for  duty 
atthe  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division, 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  upon  the 
completion  of  such  courses.  These  offi- 
cers and  the  institutions  they  are  now 
attending  as  students  are  as  follows; 

1st  Lieut.  Frederick  R.  Dent,  Jr., 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 


FIELD  AT  FORT  LEWIS  ITAlffiD  "GRAY  FIELD" 


The  War  Department  recently  announced 
that  the  Air  Corps  flying  field  at  Fort 
Lewis,  Washington,  has  been  named  "Gray 
Field,"  in  memory  of  the  late  Captain 
Hawthorne  C.  Gray,  army  aeronaut,  who 
lost  his  life  during  a free  halloon 
flight  from  Scott  Field,  111. , on  Hovem- 
Ler  4,  1927. 

Captain  Gray  v;as  especially  interested 
in  studying  atmospheric  conditions  at 
high  altitudes  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  effects  of  rarefied  atmosphere  on 
the  human  body  and  coincidental  physiolo- 
gical reactions.  During  1927,  he  made 
three  balloon  flights  with  these  objects 
in  view.  On  his  first  flight  on  March 
9th,  he  reached  an  altitude  of  28,5i0 
feet  and  broke  the  American  free  balloon 
altitude  record.  As  a result  of  this 
flight,  valuable  data  were  gathered  on 
the  functioning  of  oxygen  apparatus  and 
instruments  at  high  altitudes. 

On  his  second  flight  on  May  4,  1927, 
Captain  Gray,  with  improvements  in  oxy- 
gen apparatus  and  other  equipment  effect-^ 
ed  as  a result  of  the  experiences  on  his  i 
first  flight,  ascended  in  his  balloon  to  j 
42,470  feet,  the  highest  altitude  ever 
attained  by  man  in  any, type  of  aircraft,  j 
airplane  or  balloon  up  to  that  time.  He 
broke  the  world' s record  of  35,433  feet, 
made  by  the  German  balloonists  Suring 
and  Benson  on  June  30,  1901.  During  the 
course  of  his  return  journey,  after  pass- 
ing the  12, 000 -foot  level.  Captain  Gray, 
measuring  the  velocity  of  his  descent 
through  the  medium  rf  releasing  small 
parachutes,  discovered  that  the  balloon 
was  falling  too  rapidly  to  assure  a safe 
landing.  All  the  available  ballast  in 
the  balloon,  utilized  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  its  weight  and  thus  checking  ! 
the  rate  of  descent,  having  already  been  I 
thrown  overboard.  Captain  Gray  was  fore-  [ 
ed  to  resort  to  his  parachute.  He  junp-  | 
ed  from  the  balloon  basket  at  approxi-  j 
mately  8,000  feet  and  landed  v/ithout  in-  I 
jury  in  a plov/ed  field  near  Grayville,  j 
Illinois.  The  balloon  and  the  various  j 
instruments  carried  therein  were  recover-j 
ed  shortly  thereafter.  For  his  achieve-  j 
ments  on  this  flight  Captain  Gray  was  I 
awarded  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  j 

On  his  last  balloon  ascent  on  Hovember 
4th,  he  was  equipped  better  than  ever 
before  to  conduct  his  experiments  in  the 
substratosphere,  v/ith  further  improved  ! 
oxj^gen  apparatus  and  superior  recording  j 
instruments.  However,  this  flight  proved; 
fatal.  Captain  Gray' s body  was  found  in  I 
the  balloon  basket  which  was  looped  in  a i 
tree  in  the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  I 
Sparta,  Tenn.  His  instruments  were  in-  j 
tact,  his  body  evidenced  no  signs  of 
violent  death,  his  oxygen  mask  was  still  } 
©n,  and  his  oxygen  valves  were  open,  but  i 
there  was  no  oxygen  left.  It  could  only  | 
be  surmised,  after  closely  examining  his  j 
log,  his  barograph  and  the  various  other  j 
instruments,  that  during  the  course  of  i 


his  descent  earthward,  after  passing  the 
39,000-foot  level,  hix  oxygen  supply  be- 
came e:}^austed,  causing  his  death.  Curi- 
ouslj’"  enough  the  barograph  indicated  that 
the  highest  point  reached  during  this  A 
flight,  42,470  feet,  exactly  duplicated  w 
the  mark  he  established  on  May  4,  1927. 

Captain  Gray  was  born  in  Pasco,  Wash., 
February  16,  1890.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Army  for  service  with  the  Punitive  Expe- 
dition into  Mexico,  on  January  19,1915. 
During  the  World.  War  he  was  commissioned 
a second  lieutenant  of  Infantry,  and  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  1st  Lieutenant 
and  then,  to  Captain.  In  August,  1920, 
he  was  detailed  in  the  Air  Corps,  and  he 
was  permanently  transferred  to  that 
branch  of  the  service  in  February,  1921. 
He  W8.S  a graduate  of  the  Balloon  School 
at  Ross  Field,  Arcadia,  Calif.,  and  the 
Balloon  and  Airship  School  at  Scott 
Field,  111.  During  the  major  part  of 
his  service  with  the  Air  Corps,  he  was 
stationed  at  Scott  Field.  In  May,  1926, 
he  was  sent  to  Europe  as  an  Army  Air 
Corps  entrant  in  the  Gordon-Bennett  In- 
ternational Free  Balloon  Race,  in  which 
he  finished  second. 

The  naming  of  Gray  Field  in  memory  of 
a distinguished  balloonist  is  considered 
especially  appropriate  in  view  of  the_ 
fact  that  the  3rd  Balloon  Squadron,  Air 
Corps,  is  stationed  at  this  field. 

— oOo — ^- 

AWilRD  OF  SOLDIER'S  MEDAL 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  War  De-  ^ 
partment,  under  date  of  April  28,  1938, 
of  the  award  of  the  Soldier's  Medal  to 
Corporal  Richard  F.  Miller  and  Private, 
1st  Class,  Earl  W.  Jordan,  Jr.,  First  ■ 
Corps  Area  Air  Corps  Detachment,  for 
heroism  displayed  In  attempting  to  res- 
cue a soldier  from  drowoiing  in  Boston: 
Harbor,  Mass.  , on  the  evening,  of  Decem- 
ber 22,  1937.  ■ 

A soldier,  while  attempting  to  make  a 
parachute  jump  from  an  Army  airplane  to 
Boston  Airport  in  connection  v/ith  a 
children' s Christmas  party  being  staged 
at  the  Airport,  unfortunately  landed  in 
the  water  several  hundred  feet  from 
shore.  The  only  boat  available  was 
small  and  u.iseaworthy,  but  nevertheless 
in  .tb.3  face  of  apparent  danger  to  them- 
selves, Corporal  Miller  and  Private 
Jordan  voluntarily  set  out  in  the  boat 
to  search  for  the  drowning  soldier.  In 
spite  of  the  leaky  condition  of  the  boat, 
they  persisted  in  their  efforts  of  res- 
cue uhtil  the  boat  capsized  and  they 
themselves  were  in  grave  danger  of  dron- 
ing. Although  they  were  unsuccessful  in  I 
rescuing  this  soldier,  their  brave  at-  | 
tempt  in  the  rough,  icy  water,  in  the  i 
darkness  of  night  characterized  it  as 
an  act  of  heroism. 

Corporal  Miller  is  a native  of  Missoul^l 
Montana,  while  the  birthplace  of  Privatell 
Jorda:a  is  Somerville,  Mass.  j 
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REqUI SITES  OF  A MILITARY  COMMANDER 
By 

Colonel  John  D.  Reardan,  Air  Corps 


Marshal  Foch  stated:  "There  is  no 
studying  on  the  battlefield.  It  is  then 
simply  a case  of  doing  what  is  possible 
to  malce  use  of  what  one  knows." 

"2viilitary  Command"  is  authority  inher- 
ent in  military  office  or  commission. 

The  very  essence  of  the  power  of  a com- 
mander to  control  those  under  his  author- 
ity derives  from  military  principles  and 
traditions.  For  this  reason,  command 
should  be  exercised,  with  great  exactitude 
of  method  and  certitud.e  or  finality,  A 
receptive  attitude  toward  authority  on 
the  part  of  soldiers  and  bluejackets 
will  be  secured  by  lirmnees  and  justice 
in  the  exercise  of  the  conanand  authority. 

Fnile  command  is  an  attribute  of  mili- 
tary office,  two  individuals  successive- 
ly holding  the  same  comand  may  exercise 
a greatly  different  influence  over  their 
men.  Since  the  authority  is  the  same  in 
each  case,  it  will  be  seen  that  command 
partakes  of  the  qualities  of  the  command- 
er. McClellan  and  Grant  were  in  tiirn 
Lincoln's  principal  commanders.  The  dif- 
ference in  their 'powers  of  leadership  en- 
abled one  to  succeed  where  the  other  had 
failed. 

The  degree  of  success  attained  by  a 
commander  is  largely  dependent  upon  his 
character  and  personality.  Certain  per- 
sonal qualities  are  indispensable  in  a 
successful  commander.  Napoleon  said:  "It 
was  not  the  Roman  array  that  subdued  Gaul 
but  Caesar  himself;  nor  was  it  the  Car- 
thagenian  army  at  the  gates  of  Rome  that 
made  the  Republic  tremble,  but  Hannibal." 

It  is  difficult  to  assign  an  order  of 
importance  to  the  personal  qualities  es- 
sential to  the  successful  exercise  of 
conanand.  "Will-power"  is,  perhaps,  en- 
titled tO’  primacy  in  the  case  of  the 
supreme  commander.  As  the  importance  of 
the  command  held  diminishes,  the  impor- 
tance of  certain  qualities  decreases  and 
that  cf  others  increases.  For  the  high- 
est commander,  upon  whom  rests  the  final 
decision  and  the  all-inclusive  responsi- 
bility, the  possession  of  strong  will- 
power is  vital  to  the  support  of  the  po- 
sition he  must  take  and  maintain  with 
inflexible  determination.  However,  will- 
power, without  the  possession  of  other 
qualities  such  as  tnorough  technical 


jknowle^e,  highly  developed  powers 
ratiocination,  and  experience,  cannot 
i insure  success  to  a commander.  On  the 
j other  hand,  while  a commander  may  suc- 
I ceed  to  a degree,  even  though  he  may 
lack  any  one  of  the  other  qualities,  he 
cannot  be  a great  commander  without 
having  strong  will-power. 

"Moral  courage"  is  another  vital  qual- 
ity which  the  great  commander  must  pos- 
I sess;  "the  courage  to  pay  the  costs  of 
I victory  and  to  withstand  the  stresses 
of  defeat;  the  moral  courage  to  stand 
firm  against  all  opposition  and  surmount 
jail  obstacles.  Fortitude,  decisiveness 
' and  steadfastness  of  purpose  are  the  in- 
I gredients  of  moral  courage.  Marshal 
Saxe  stated:  "Of  all  the  acconpli scents 
that  are  required  for  the  composition  of 
this  exalted  character  ( Comraander-in- 
Chief),  courage  is  the  first." 

To  enploy  too  mar^  terms  to  define 
personal  qualities  requisite  in  a great 
commander  is  but  to  obscure  those  of 
I vital  importance.  Three  more  will  be 
; mentione'd  as  being  essential.  These 
'are  "resourcefulness,"  "creative  imagin- 
ation" and  "judgment."  Imagination  dis- 
covers the  opportunity,  resource  devises 
the  means  to  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity, and  judgment  decides  the  time 
for  action.  These  qualities  distinguish 
the  "man  of  action. " 

To  summarize,  if  a commander  possesses 
to  a superlative  degree  and  of  a high 
I order,  will-power,  moral  courage,  re- 
I sourcefulne'ss,  creative  imagination  and 
• .md^ment',  "Hera's  the  fundameiital  quali- 
ties  essential  to  success  as  a hi^  com- 
mander. This  assumes,  of  course,  that 
only  a military  man  v/ill  attain  to  high 
command,  and  then  only  after  long  train- 
ing and  experience  in  his  profession. 

This  training  and  experience  is  neces- 
_ In  order  to  gain  sound  technical 
! Knowledge,  and  an  understanding  of  and 
i ability  to  handle  soldiers,  and  to  de- 
velop initiative  and  executive  ability. 
Tliese  attributes,  in  varying  degree,  are 
essentials  for  all  grades  of  command, 
'junior  commanders,  especially,  must 
possess  presence  of  mind  and  capacity 
for  quick  decision  in  emergencies. 

For  commanders  of  all  grades  there 
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must  "be  added  to  all  these  qualities  a 
habit  of  intensive  study.  Napoleon 
said:  **Tlie  knowledge  of  the  higher 
branches  of  the  art  of  war  is  only  to  be 
gained  by  experience  and  by  studj’’ing  the 
history  of  wars  and  battles  of  great_ 
leaders.*'  Polybius  stated:  "For  it_^is  i 
history  a.lone,  which  without  involving  ! 
us  in  actual  danger,  will  mat-ore  our  I 

judgment  and  prepare  us  to  take  right  i 

views  whatever  may  be  the  crisis."  , i 

Conanand  should  be  exercised  with  firm- 
ness, kindness,  and  fairness.  Simplici- 
k'-  of  method  promotes  -under standing. 

When  to  intervene  and  when  to  allow  sub- 
ordinates discretion  is  the  final  test 
of  judgment.  Success  in  this  particular 
inspires  lo3?-alty  and  a spirit  of  willing- 
ness in  the  command. 

A truly  great  commander  will  be  a 
great  natural  leader,  possessing,  to  the 
full,  the  winning  qualities  which  dis-  | 
tinguish  a great  leader,  noble  bearing,  j 
calmness,  dignity,  affability,  patience,  ; 
and  the  ability  to  indoctrinate  his  fol-  i 
lowers.  Such  a commander  has  prestige.  ’ 
He. animates  his  command  and  inspires  then 
with  faith  in  his  destiny. 

All  these  valimble  qualities  must  be 
translated  into  effective  action  by  wise 
banning,  proper  orders,  and  a pron^t 
ollow-up  to  insure  execution.  A com- 
mander must  habituate  his  command  to 
prompt  and  willing  response  to  his  au- 
thority and  to  the  proper  authority  of 
all  the  various  grades”  of  subordinate 
commanders.  Wellington  said:  "Habit 
second  nat-ure?  Hab i t is  ten  times 

TEe^igh  commander's  method  of  habitu- 
ating his  command  to  authority  lies, 
largely,  in  the  proper  instruction  a,nd 
training  of  his  subordinates,  and  in 
frequent  drills  and  exercises.  The  com- 
mander must  place  upon  each  subordinate 
the  proper  degree  of  responsibility  and 
accord  to  him.  an  initiati-7e  commensurate 
v/ith  his  responsibility,  so  that  each 
officer  will  acquire  the  qualities  de- 
manded in  an  officer  of  his  grade.  As 
William  James  puts  it:  "Silently,  be- 
tween all  the  details  of  his  business, 
the  p®wer  of  judging  will  have  built  it- 
self up  within  him  as  a possession  that 
will  never  pass  away. " 

And,  finally,  the  coromander  must  pro- 
mote discipline  by  promptly  p-unishing 
disobedience,  and  by  equally  promptly 
rewarding  merit  and  recognizing  bravery. 
Remember  the  famous  instance  of  the 
death  of  La  To-or  d'Auvergne  on  the  field 
of  battle  and  Napoleon*  s order  that  the 
name  of  La  Tour  d’ Auvergne  forever  after 
be  borne  on  the  roster  of  his  company. 

The  functions  which  c'onffnand  .must  dis- 
charge vary  krith  the  echelon  of  command. 
The  lowest  commander  has  the  duty  of  di- 
rectly leading  hie  unit,  in  action.  Other 
commanders  have  additional  responsibili- 
ty for  supply,  training,  and  the  mainten- 
ance of  health,  discipline  and  morale. 

As  the  scale  of  command  is  ascended 


the  functions  become  more  embracing  ^nd 
general,  and  new  f-onctions  appear  which 
are  not  required  of  the  lower  grades. 

The  highe.Bt  commander  has  the  f-unction 
of  making ■ change s , where  found  necessa- 
ry, in  the  campaign  plan,  the  major 
strategy,  and  in  the  battle  tactics.  He 
is  responsible  for  the  formulation  of 
new  plans  to  meet  unes^ected  situations 
arising  d-oring  the  co-orse  of  the  war. 

Each  commander  having  a staff  has  the 
function  cf  training  it  to  work  as  a co- 
ordinated team,  properly  indoctrinated 
in  the  commander's  own.  application  of 
military  principles,  tactics  and 
strategy.  Tne  coximiander  having  a staff 
must  supervise  the  functioning  of  the 
staff  to  ins-ure  that  its  every  member 
works  to  a common  end,-  the  execution 
of  the  will  of  the  coranander. 

The  foregoing  reviev/  cf  the  requisites 
of  a military  commander  will  suggest 
that  not  every  officer  .will  be  equipped 
to  become  a senior  commander.  Some  stop 
far  short  of  this  goal.  Others  approach 
it  more  nearl^^.  Tlie  following  discus- 
sion will  develop  additional  reasons  why 
an  exceptionally  well  endowed  leader  is 
required  for  the  highest  command.  He 
must  be  somewhat  of  a statesman,  as  well 
as  a general  or  an  admiral. 

Lincoln  states:  "Every  war  is  begun, 
dominated,  and  ended  by  political  con-, 
side^-ations. " In  v/ar  the  supreme  com- 
mander, and  other  high  coiimande'rs  must 
harmonize  their  strategy  and  tactics  . 
with  existing  national  policies,  in  the 
same  way  that  o-ur  war  plane  formulated 
in  peace  time  are  kept  coordinated  with 
such  policies.  For  exai^le,  considera- 
tions'" of  national  policy  tov/ard  a given 
neutral  may  affect" operations  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  to 
avoid  giving  offense  to  such  neutral. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  the 
supreme  commander  will  require  to  be 
kept  informed  by  the  Government  of  all 
changes  in  policy  involving  the  conduct 
of  the  war.  His  high  commander b,  also, 
should  have  knowledge  of  policies  which 
may  be  involved  in  the  operations  "under 
their  immediate  control.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  in  the  case  of  naval  com- 
manders who,  frequently,  in  isolated 
situations  are  call.ed  upon  to  make  de- 
cisions involving  foreign  relations. 

A great  deal  of  the  major  strategy  {I 

during  the  opening  weeks  of  a v/ar  will 
likelj^  be  in  acco-^’dance  with  war ^ plans 
formulated  by  planning  bodies  prior  to 
i the  beginning  of  the  war.  However,  it 
is  the  reeponsibility  of  the  supreme 
commander  to  decide  whether  nr  not  to 
use  these  plans,  depending  on  v/hether 
they  meet  the  requrreraents  of  the  act-iial 
situation.  If  he  decides  they  do  not, 
it  is  his  duty  t®  determine  upon  the 
strategy  he  will  employ. 

CortEiand  and  strategy  both  have  the 
objective  of  winning  the  war.  More  par- 
ticularly, the  aim  of  the  commander  is 
victory  in  battle;  and  the  strategy  he 
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employs,  whether  of  his  own  or  some 
other's  conception,  is  devised  to  bring 
his  command  into  a situation  v/here  such 
victory  is,  possible,  and  also  to  insure 
that  the  victory  will  secure  decisive 
results.  The  commander  must  decide  upon 
the  time  and,  the  place  for  battle.  Silo 
saidi  “If  thou  art  a great  general, 
Marius,  come  down  and  fight.'*  Marius  re- 
plied: '*If  thou  art  a great  general, 

SilQ,  make  me  come  down  and  light." 

In  tEF^igantic  operations  of  modern 
war  it  may  be  that  better  results  can ’be 
secured  if  one  man  formulates  the  stra- 
tegy and  another  carries  it  into  execu- 
tion. Ludendorff  and  Hindenbnxg  are  an 
example  of  this  sort  of  teamwork,  1 
general  staff  may  devise  the  strategy 
and -a  • commander  in  the  field  or  at  sea 
carry  it  out.  The  operation  resulting 
in  the  battle  of  Jutland  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  strategy  'if  the  British  ' 
Admiralty,  Admiral :Je Hi coe,  of  course, 
was  responsible  for,  the  strategy  at  sea, 
as  made  necessary  by  the  actual  situa- 
tions' arising.,  during  the  battle. 

■The  senior  commander  on  the  field, 
however,  is  in  supreme  command.  Napoleon 
said*  "It  is  better  to  have  one  bad  gen- 
eral than  two  good  ones."  Montecuculi 
wrote:  '*The  first  security  for  the  suc- 
cess of  an  army  is  to  confer  the  conmand 
on  one  individual. " 

Major  strategy,  as  promulgated  in  the 
" strategical  ..plan"  for  a war 'does  not 
attempt  -to  provide  for  what  has  lon^ 
been  termed  '*the  exigencies  of  war." 
Subordinate  to  the  major  strategy  of  the 
war  is  a very  important  field  of.  strate- 
gy which  is  the  province  of  the  command- 
er _ directing  the  pperatio.ns  of  large 
units. in  , the , field,  or' at  sea. 

The  concentration  of  t^ese  large  units 
on  the  field  of  'battle  in  readiness  for 
action  must  be ^ accomplished  'by  the  stra- 
tegy _ of  the  unit  commanders  in  all  the 
details  not  prescribed  in  the  operations 
plan.  In  the  case  of  naval  units,  espe- 
cially, this  mR.y  involve  hm.dreds  of 
miles  of ^ steaming  end  coping  with  sever- 
■al  auxi li ary _ situations  en  route,  not 
anticipated  in  the  operations  plan. 

On  land.,  -with  the  rapid  coimnunication 
of  the.  present  day,  there  is  often  suf- 
■fici,ent  time  to  present  the  nature  of 
the  situation  encountered  to  the  high 
command  and  receive  his  orders.  However, 
with  e.irplanes  and  fast  tank  units  such 
may  not  be  the  case. 

Perhaps^  the_  most  important  command 
function  in  the  field  of  tactics  is  the 
determination  cf  the  proportion  of  the 
whole  force  to  be  held  in  reserve,  for 
the ..p-urpose  of  countering  the  thrusts  of 
the  enemy  which  may  gain  unanticipated 
success,  and  to  follow  up  the  commander's 
successes,  in  order  to  seeure  de- 
cisive victory.  Different  situations  in 
a ca^aign  enphasize,  in  turn,  different 
qualities  of  ^ the  conmander,  In  one  sit- 
uation the  vital  thing  may  be  to  decide 
to  retreat;  in  another  the  moment  for 


> the  attack;  in  a third  the  time  to  initi- 
I ate  a pursuit. 

I The  commander  of  the  whole  force  engag- 
i ed  must  recognize  that  it  is  his  func- 
i tion  to  make  major  tactical  decisions, 

I such  as  the  above.  The  commander  is, 

I likewise,  primarily  responsible  for  the 
I training,  clothing,  feeding,,  shelter, 
i discipline,  and  morale  of  nis  command. 

! He  leads  iii.s  conmand  in  battle  and  cares 
I for  it  o-n  the  march,  in  bivouac  or  camp, 
i No  matter  how  large  the  force  acting  as 
' a single  -command,  the  commander  of  the 
T/hole  force  lias  these  tactical  functions 
and  command  duties. 

History  is  full  of  examples  illustrat- 
ing the  harm  done  when  a commander,  who 
should  be  independent  in  the  field,  is 
controlled  from  above. , Two  will  suffice. 
In  1781,  Admiral  Hood,  operating^  alone 
with  an  independent  tactical  command, 
but -under  the  flag  of  Admiral  Rodney, 
had  seventeen  vessels-of-the-line  under 
orders  to  await  the  French  to  windward 
of  Martinique,  Later,  Rodney,  against 
Hood's  protest,  ordered  Hood  to  take 
station  to  leeward  of  that  island,  7vh,en 
the  French  finally  arrived,  they  had  the 
weather-gage  of  Hood,  and  the  latter’ s 
force  suffered  badly  and  was  unable  to 
prevent  the  French  from  capturing  Tobago. 
This  success  permitted  Admiral  DeGrasse 
to  go  to  Chesapeake  Bay  and  cooperate  in 
bringing  about  the  capture  of  Cornwallis. 

In. 186S,  President  Lincoln  approved 
McClellan's  strategy  for  an  attack 
against  Richmond  by  an  advance  up  the 
York  Peninsula.  Ee  then  interfered  with 
the  tactical  execution  of  the  plan  by 
detaching  McDo?/ell’s  Corps  for  the  de- 
fense of  ■'.fashington.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  McClellan  would  have  been  suc- 
c'essful.  a.nyv/ay,  Hov/ever,  this  interfer- 
ence gave  McClellan  an  alibi  and  result- 
ed in  his  failing  to  pros.ecure  his  at- 
tack vigorously.  This  inaction  probably 
prolonged  the  war  for  a year. 

For  several  months  after,  our  entry 
into  the  World  War,  General  Pershing  was 
besieged  by  many  in  .eutliority  among  the 
Allies  to -agree  to  the  .incorporation  of 
American  battalions  in  French  and 
British  regiments.  He  was  also  advised 
to  train  American  troops  in  the  doctrine 
and  tactics  of  the  defensive.  To  the 
first  he  returned  an  emphatic  and  oft 
repeated  "no."  To  the  second  his  answer 
was  an  order,  "All  instruction  (of 
troops)  must  contemplate  the  assumption 
of  a vigorous  offensive"!*!  General 
Pershing  thus  displayed  the  true  quali- 
i ties  of  greatness  as  a leader.  Thus 
were  evidenced  his  will-power .and  moral 
courage. 

“^'Tew,  indeed,  are  the  Caeoars  who  cross 
the  Rubicon,  the  Eannibals  who  surmount 
the  Alps,  ©r  the  Alexanders  who  conquer 
the  v/orldl  Fewer  still  are  the  great 
j military  commanders  who  shine  brightly 
' even  in  defeat.  Robert  S.  Lee  v?as  at 
his'  greatest  when  he  refused-‘to  resert^ 

! to  guerilla  warfare,  but  surrendered  his 
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army  to  Grant  at  Appomatox. 
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rons.  Each  squadron  had  two  representa- 
tive airplanes  on  the  line,  with  cat- 
walks  arranged  for  easy  inspection.  The 
cowlings  were  removed  from  the  engines. 
Several  officers  from  the  different  or- 
ganizations were  designated  to  conduct 
the  groups  of  students  thro-ughout  the 
inspection  tour. 
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IN  MMORY  OP  FIRST  TRANS -ISTHMIAN  PLIGHT 


ONE  OP  THOSE  EPRAND3  OP  MERCY  IN  PANAMA 


The  latest  errand  of  mercy  by  the  Air 
Corps  in  the  Panama  Canal  Department  was 
on  April  20th,  when  Lieut,  T.J.  Meyer 
departed  from  Albrook  Field  for  Penas 
Bayj  Republic  of  Panama,  to  transport 
medicine  to  a civilian  who  was  seriously 
ill.  The  150-mile  flight  and  water  land- 
ing were  successfully  made  in  the  Douglas 
Amphibian,  but  a minor  mishap  occurred 
as  the  ship  was  being  beached  by  its 
crew. 

Things  were  going  smoothly  until  one 
wheel  sank  in  a soft  spot  in  the  sand 
and  a large  breaker  crashed  into  the 
tail  section  at  the  same  time,  resulting 
in  a damaged  rudder  and  elevators. 

Temporarily  disabled,  the  plane  had  to 
remain  where  it  was  until  a crew  arrived 
by  air  from  Albrook  Field  and  repaired 
the  damages.  The  medicine  was  delivered, 
however,  and  the  plane  and  its  crew  re-  j 
turned  safely  to  the  home  station.  j 

oOo 


Array  and  Navy  flying  personnel  in  the 
Panama  Canal  Department  fittingly  com- 
memorated the  silver  anniversary,  on 
April  27th,  of  the  first  airplane  flight 
over  the  Panama  Canal. 

Mr.  T.B.  Rodenbau^h,  Section  Superin- 
tendent of  Pan  American  Airways,  Inc,, 
Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  on  April  28th, 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  Briga- 
dier General  George  H.  Brett,  Commanding 
General  of  the  19th  Wing,  Albrook  Field, 
Canal  Zone,  with  reference  to  the  above. 
"Dear  General  Brett: 

Just  a brief  note  to  e:^ress  to  you 
our  appreciation  for  the  interest 
shown  by  you  in  assigning  six  Army 
bombers  to  convoy  our  DS-3  from 
Albrook  Field  to  France  Field  yester- 
day during  the  flight  commemorating 
the  25th  anniversary  of  Mr.  Robert 
Fowler’ s trans-isthmian  flight. 

The  formation  composed  of  our  plane, 
the  Array  and  Navy  planes  made  a very, 
very  lovely  sight  from  the  ground,  and 
we  are  quite  sure  that  your  coopera- 
tion in  this  matter  has  gone  a long 
way  to  making  this  flight  a most  suc- 
cessful one;  one  tliat  will  be  remember- 
ed for  a long  time,  not  only  on  the 
Isthmus  but  other  places  as  well. 

Once  more  thanking  you  for  your  in- 
terest and  help,  and  with  kindest  per- 
sonal regards  from  the  writer,  we 
remain 

Very  truly  yours, 

PAN  AMERICAN  AIRWAYS,  INC.' 
- — oOo- — 


RE7IEW  FOE  PANAMA  CANAL  DEPT.  COMMANDER 


HIGH  SCHOOL  BOYS  VISIT  ALBROOK  FIELD 


An  inspection  tour  of  the  airplanes 
and  post  activities  of  Albrook  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  by  students  of  the 
Balboa  High  School  was  conducted  on  Sat- 


urday, April  30th.  Approximately  75 
students  arrived  at  the  post  at  8; 


30 


a.m. , and  were  given  a brief  talk  by 
Lieut,  Colonel  Benjamin  G.  Weir,  post 
commander,  on  various  phases  of  Air 
Corps  activities.  The  students  were 
then  conducted  through  the  different 
ganizations  on  the  post,  the  Engineering 
shops,  the  Air  Corps  Supply  Building, 
Ordnance  Building,  Hospital,  Parachute 
Department,  and  the  hangars  of  the  squad- 


or- 
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On  the  morning  of  April  27th,  an 
aerial  review  was  held  in  honor  of  Major 
General  David  L.  Stone,  U.S.A. , Panama 
Canal  Department  Commander.  Upon  the 
completion  of  a trip  to  the  States, 
General  Stone  arrived  at  Cristobal, 

Canal  Zone,  aboard  the  S.S.  CRISTOBAL. 

As  the  ship  entered  the  bay,  it  was  met 
by  a formation  of  Attack,  Bombardment 
and  Pursuit  planes,  led  by  Brigadier 
General  George  H.  Brett,  Commander  of 
the  19th  Wing,  Air  Corps.  After  passing 
in  review  twice,  the  airplanes  returned 
to  their  stations  at  Albrook  and  France 
Fields. 

oOo 

Major  Lotha  A.  Smith,  Instructor  at 
the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  is  under, 
orders  for  duty  at  March  Field,  Calif, 


V-7737,  A.C. 


A FORCED  LAUDIIIG  IN  HAWAIIAN  WATERS 

^ On  the  afternoon  of  April  9,  1938, 
Lieut.  Elder  Patteaon,  »f  the  Headqiiar- 
ters  Squadron,  18th  Wing,  Hawaiian  De- 
ar tment  Airways  Officer,  was  forced  to 
end  an  OA-3  An^thibian  in  the  open  Bea 
between  the  Islands  of  Molokai  and  Oahu. 
He  was  returning  to  Hickam  Eield  from 
Morse  Field,  on  the  Island  of  Hawaii,  on 
an  administrative  flight.  Other  person- 
nel in  the  airplane  at  the  time  were 
Privates  Wright,  crew  chief?  Ryley,  radio 
operator,  and  Roark  and  Barker,  passen- 
gers. The  ceiling  was  about  1,000  feet, 
and  the  visibility  from  to  ^ a mile. 

The  forced  landing  occurred  at  about 
3;  10  p.m.  Wliile  flying  at  ein  altitude 
of  about  800  feet,  the  left  engine,  with- 
out giving  preliminary  warning  of  any 
kind,  cut  out  completely.  It  was  later 
determined  that  the  engine  failure  re- 
sulted from  slipping  of  the  timing  gear. 
The  airplane  would  not  maintain  altitude 
on  one  engine,  so  Lieut,  Patteson  used 
the  one  engine  to  stretch  his  glide  long 
enough  to  get  properly  headed  into  the 
wind,  making  a ri^t  turn  of  approximate- 
ly ninety  degrees  to  do  so.  At  the  same 
time  he  directed  the  radio  operator  to 
reel  in  the  antenna.  The  sea  was  very 
turbulent  and  the  landing  was  rather 
rough,  but  apparently  did  no  harm  to  the 
I airplane.  ®ie  OA-3  rode  the  heavy  waves 
very  well  so  long  as  no  attempt  was  made 
to  taxi.  Fxien  taxj^’ing,  even  slowly,  the 
heavy  waves  threatened  to  swamp  the  air- 
plane. 

The  radio  operator  was  unable  to  use 
his  command  set  because  it  required  a 
trailing  antenna,  but  he  promptly  began 
sending  distress  signals  on  his  short 
wave  set,  Lieut,  Patteson  and  the  crew 
chief  tried  to  ascertain  what  was  v/rong 
with  the  left  engine,  but  were  unable  to 
do  so.  About  an  hour  after  the  landing, 

radio  message  was  received  from  Hickam 
Field  that  their  signals  had  been  picked 
up  and  that  assistance  was  on  the  way. 

_At  approximately  4:50  p.m.,  a large 
fishing  sampan,  manned  by  Japanese,  ar- 
rived near  the  airplane.  They  endeavor- 
ed to  throw  a line  to  the  airplane  and 
finally  succeeded.  At  about  5:30,  the 
line  was  seciired  and  towing  was  commenc- 
ed. 

Two  Navy  destroyers  on  patrol  duty 
around  Oahu  were  diverted  to  the  area 
E.nd  arrived  on  the  scene  just  before 
dark.  They  fell  in  astern  of  the  Amphi- 
bian. Shortly  after  dark  the  aircraft 
tender  U.S.S.  PELICAN  arrived  and  took 
tver  the  tow  from  the  sampan.  The  de- 
stroyers kept  the  airplane  flooded  with 
powerful  light  during  all  the  after  dark 
) portion  of  the  towing  operations,  As 
the  PELICAN  took  over  the  tow,  a small 
Coast  Guard  cutter  also  reached  the 
Beene,  The  PELICAN  towed  the  airplane 
tae  rest  of  the  way  to  Pearl  Harbor,  ar- 
riving opposite  the  Fleet  Air  Base  ramp 


at  about  11:00  p.m.  A Navy  motor  launch 
then  gave  the  airplane  a tow  and  pulled 
it  directly  to  the  ramp.  The  landing 
gear  was  lowered  and  a line  was  put 
ashore  and  secured  to  a tug  which  pulled 
the  airplane  out  of  the  water  onto  the 
ramp. 

Lieut,  Patteson  and  the  four  ^ enlisted 
men  remained  aboard  the  Amphibian 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  towing. 
It  was  a rough  voyage  but,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  "mal  de  mer'*  suffered  by 
some,  all  arrived  safe  and  sound  on  dry 
land. 

Tl'ie  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks 
of  the  entire  18th  Wing  have  been  ex- 
pressed to  the  Navy,  the  Coast  Guard 
and  to  Captain  Heikichi  Ichida  of  the 
fishing  sanpan. 

— oOo 

23RD  SQ^B.  PERSONNEL  LEARN  ABOUT  B-18 

The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron,  Hawaii, 
participated  in  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion on  the  B-18*s  given  by  the  31st 
Bombardment  Squadron  the  first  week  of 
April.  After ‘a  series  of _ lectures 
covering  all  characteristics  and  equip- 
ment of  the  B-18*b,  most  of  the  pilots 
of  the  23rd  were  designated  as  students, 
to  be  checked  off  either  as  pilots^ or 
co-pilots.  At  the  time  this  is  being 
written  the  officers  of  the  23rd  Squad- 
ron are  flying  daily  with  the  31st  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  to  expedite  the  train- 
ing period.  The  scribe  of  the  23rd  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  ”we  will  soon  be 
able  to  qualify  as  pilots  and  co-pilots 
and  start  flying  our  own  B-18*s." 

oOo 

LOST  AND  FOUITO 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  35th 
Division  Aviation,  Missouri  National 
Guard  (Major  E.R.  Ale^P-nder),  Lambert- 
St.  Louis  Municipal  Airport,  Robertson, 
Mo. , suggests  that  a column  in  the  News 
Letter  be  used  as  a medium  for  reporting 
lost  and  found  articles.  He  says  that 
occasionally  visiting  personnel  lose  ar- 
ticles but  do  not  make  inquiry  at  sta- 
tions concerning  the  loss 'and,  conse- 
quently, organizations  are  unable  to  re- 
turn articles  to  the  rightful  owners. 

The  35th  Division  Aviation  has  in  its 
possession  a sura  of  money,  one  pocket 
watch  and  one  Sheaf fer  Life  Time  pen 
which  are  believed  to  belong  to  visiting 
personnel,  since  inquiry  discloses  that 
no  member  of  this  organization  makes 
claim  for  same. 

Major  Alexander  is  desirous  of  return- 
ing the  above  articles  to  the  rightful 
owners,  since  some  sentiment  may  be  at- 
tached to  a particular  article. 

The  News  Letter  welcomes  this  opportu- 
nity to  render  assistance  in  effecting 
the  return  to  rightful  owners  of  ar- 
ticles lost  by  visiting  Army  airmen, 
j-  V-7737,  A.C. 


mm  BUDDIES  TEAM  UP  IN  CIVIL  LIFE 


Careers  which  converged  in  Jnne,  1935, 
at  Handolph  Field,  Texas,  when  they  were 
Cadets  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying 
School,  and  followed  the  same  course  for 
three  years,  will  continue  to  parallel 
in  civil  life  for  LieutvS.  Willard  D. 
Griffith  and -Edward  F.  Cullerton,  Air 
Reserve,  of  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Lieut.  Griffith  was  granted  leave  of 
absence  for  25  days  aud  Lieut.  Culler ton 
for  22  days,  both  officers  departing  on 
April  2,  1938.  Lieut.  Griffith,  who  is 
27  years  of  age,  attended  the  lov/a  St-ate 
College  at  Des  Moines,  from  1928  to  1930. 
He  is  a native  of  Atlantic,  Iowa.  Lieut. 
Cullerton,  who  is  26  years  of  age,  at- 
tended Gonzaga  University  at  Spokane, 
7/ashington,  from  1929  to  1932, and  the 
University  of  Montana  from  1932  to  1933. 
He  is  a native  of  Butte,  Montana. 

After  they  met  at  Randolph  Field, 
their  Army  careers  v/ere  practically  the 
B^e.  The  two  were  transferred  to  Kelly 
Field  on  'che  same  day,  after  completing 
eight  months’  training  at  Randolph  Field 
(Primary  and  Basic  Stages).  Both  speci- 
a-lised  in  Attack^ Aviation  and  both  serv- 
ed a__year  as  Flying  Cadets  at  Barksdale 
Field,  La.  _Thoh  they  were  commissioned 
as  second  lieutenants  in  the  A.ir  Reserve 
and  assigned  to  duty  at  Randolph  Field 
in  June  of  last  year.  On  July  15th, 
they  were  sent  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
both  being  detailed  as  instructors  in 
the  Attack  Section. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  their  leaves  of 
absence  they  v/ere  relieved  from  assign- 
ment and  duty  at  Kelly  Field  and  were 
directed  to  proceed  to  their  respective 
homes. 

Both  officers  have  accepted  positions 
as  pilots  with  the  United  Air  mines 
Transportation  Corporation,  I'hinicipal 
Airport,  Oakland,  Calif. 

— — oOo 

REFRESHER  STUDENTS  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

Four  second  lieutenants  of  the  Air  Re- 
serve, who  recently  reported  at  tne  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  for  refresher  training, 
were  all  assigned  to  the  Attack  Section 
for  flying  and  attached  to  the  63rd 
School  Squadron  for  instruction  in  Duties 
of  Sq'oadron  Officers, 

Lieut.  Charles  R.  Johnson  reported  at 
Kelly  Field  on  April  26th,  as  did  Lieut. 
Rupert  E,  'Herr,  who  was  on  temporary 
duty  at  Randolph  Field  since  February 
17tla.  Lieut.  Aaron  T.  Vance  joined  from 
Randolph  Field  on  May  2nd,  the  same  de^te 
on  which  Lieut,  Thomas  A.  Davis  was  as- 
signed to  Kelly  Field,  the  latter  having 
been  on  temporary  duty  at  Randolph  Field 
since  February  23rd. 

. — -oOo — — 

Captain  Roderick  N.  Ott,  A.ir  Corps,  is 
placed  on  the  retired  list  May  31,  1938,  ■ 
for  disability  incident  to  the  service. 


ASSiGMffiNT  OF  C.  & G.S.  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  I 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment/ recently  issued,  the  follow-  ! 
ing-nam.ed  Air  Corps  officers  are  assign- 
ed to  the  stations  indicated  upon  the 
completion  of  their  present  co'orse  of 
instruction  at  the  Command  and  General 
Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenv/orth,  Kansas: 

To  East  Boston,  Mass. ; Major  James 
D.  Grvens7~i‘or  duty  as  Instructor  of 
the  26th  Division  Aviation,  Massa- 
chusetts National  Guard. 

To  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps7~l/aGh ington,  la.l or s Barney 

M.  Giles,  i&inis  G.  Tvhit'ehead  and  Capt. 

J oiin  F . McB lain. 

To  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. : Captain  ' 

KiFfTdFTrm'gg: — I 

To  Dayton,  Ohio : Major  George  H. ■ 
Beverley,  for  duty  as  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical Supervisor. 

' To  Bolling  Field,  D. C.:  Lieut.  Colonel 
F lby3r~17**"G^lTdway . [ 

To  Me.xwell  Field,  Ala.  ; Major  Orvil 
A. "lenders on", “For  duty  as  "member  /'f  the  | 
Air  Corps  Board;  Lieut.  Colonel  Leo  A.  ! 

Walton. 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas;  Captains 
Joseph  C.  Ho^ins'"ancrjS'nes  S.  Stowell, 

To  Kell.y  Field,  Texas;  Captain 
Lawrence  J.  Carr, 

To  Langley  Field,  Va, ; Major  George 
C.  McDohaid.  _ J 

To  Fairfield  Air  Depo t , Patterson 
Fieldr~5Trio ; “Major  MiId^licGune . I 

EcITeT  Field,  N , Y . : Captains  Uzal  | 
G.*'Ent  and  Wallace'  s.  WETtson. 

To  Chanute  Field,  111. ; Captain  Joe  L. 
Lout  z ehhe  User . j 

— oOo 

Colonel  Alfred  H.  Hobley,  Air  Corps, 
who  is  nearing  the  completion  of  his 
tour  of  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  Vtashington,  D.  C.  , as 
Chief  of  the  Finance  Division,  is  being 
relieved  from  this  duty  and  from  addi- 
tional duty  with  the  Organized  Reserves, 
3rd_ Corps  Area,  effective  June  21,  1938. 

He  is  detailed  as  observer,  with  station 
at  Baltimore,  Md. , under  the  provisions  , 
of  Secoion  127a,  National  Defense  Act,  ' 
and  will  perform  duty  at  such  aircraft  ' 
and  aircraft  manufacturing  plants  as  may  ; 
be  selected  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

oOo 

The  f ollowi:^-named  Air  Corps  officers 
are  being  relieved  from  duty  at  their 
resent  stations  and  assigned  to  duty  as 
ir  Corps  Technical  Supervisors  at  the 
localities  indicated: 

To  San  Diego , Calif ; Major  Edward  V. 
Harbeck,  Jr.“,  from  duty  in  the  Inspection  ' 
Division,  Cffice  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  (g, 
Corps,  Washington,  D. C.  ' 

T 0 Harr i sbur g , Pa;  Major  John,  G. 
WilTiams,  stud^fTEA.  C.  Tactical  School. 

To  Dayton.  Ohio : Captain  Harlan  T. 
Mc'Cdrraiclci  sFddeht,  A.  C.  Tactical  School. 

V-7737,  A.C. 
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PRE-MAMiyERS  COHERENCE  AT  LAMGLEy  FIELD 

Principal  speakers  at  the  conference 
held  on  Thursday  niorni^  aJiid  afternoon, 
April  28th,  at  the  Enlisted  Men’s  Ser- 
vice Cluh,  Langley  Field,  Va.  , as  a pre- 
lude  to  the  mass  maneuvers  of  the  Gener- 
al Headquarters  Air  Force,  scheduled  to 
"be  held  in  the  northeastern  section  of 
the  .United  States,  May  12th  to  17th, 
were  Messrs.  A.E.  Lodwick,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Aviation  Corporation  of  Hew 
York  City  and  President  of  the  Stinson 
Aircraft  Corporation,  and  Devon  Francis, 
Aviation  Editor  of  the  Associated  Press. 

Mr.  Lodwick’ s address  concerned  the 
manufacturing  aspect  of  aviation.  He 
discussed  modern  aircraft  in  general  and 
mentioned  some  of  the  tj’pe  planes  which 
v;ould  be  used  in  the  future.  Freucis 
spoke  on  the  publicity  angle  in  aviation. 
He  is  considered  an  authority  on  avia- 
tion and  has  written  several  articles  on 
the  subject,  some  of  them  havirxg  appear- 
ed as  news  and  feature  stories  through- 
out the  country. 

Officers  and  enlisted  men  from  the  six 
airdromes  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  attended 
the  all-day  meetings.  Lieut.  Colonel 
Ira  C,  Eaker,  of  the  Information  Divi- 
sion, Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  had  charge  of  the  meeting.  Among 
the  officers  present  were  Lieut.  Colonel 
C.W.  Connell,  Major  U.G.  Jones  and  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Smith,  of  Mitchel  Field, 

N.Y, ; Major  James  P.  Hodges,  Lieuts. 
Beirne  Lay,  Jr. , Robert  Travis,  James 
Rothrock,  David  A.  Tate,  L.L.  Brabham 
and  Kenneth  B.  Berquist,  of  Langley 
Field;  Lieuts.  J.C,  Jensen,  R.W.  Hender- 
son and  Henry  Fine,  of  March  Field, 
Calif.;  Lieuts.  T.S.  Olds  andH.L. 

Grills,  of  Barksdale  Field,  La. ; Lieut. 
S.P.  Diramig,  of  Selfri^e  Field;  Lieut. 
K.R.  Kreps,  of  March  Field,  Calif. , and 
Lieut. . Harris  B.  Hull,  Res.,  of  Washing- 
ton, D. C.  The  latter  made  a brief  talk. 

Among  the  enlisted  men  who  attended 
were:  Staff  Sergeant  Francis  Skidmore, 
Corporal  George  Becker  and  Private 
Borman  E.  Noll,  of  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 
Sergeant  Stan  Drexler,  Privates  Leon  M. 
Christianson  and  Charles  Armour,  of 
M^ch  Field,  Calif.  ; Sergeant  E.M. 

Divine,  Private  William  J,  Turner,  of 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif, ; Private  Edward 
Mansfield,  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. ; 
Privates  T. C.  Hollick  and  Thomas  Hallo- 
well,  of  Barksdale  Field,  La. , and 
Private  Jerry  S.  Schwida,  of  Langley 
Field. 

— oOo- — 

Three  Air  Corps  officers,  now  on  duty 
as  students  at  service  schools,  have 
been  assigned  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  CorpSj^  Washington,  D.C.,upon. 
the  completion  of  their  present  course 
of  instruction,  viz;  Major  Omer  0. 
ITiergarth  and  Captain  Donald  R,  Goodrich 
from  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  and 
Captain  Donald  F.  Fritch  from  the  Com- 
mand and  General  Staff  School. 


OKLAHOMA  STUDENTS  VISIT  KELLY  FIELD 

Two  officers  (instructors)  and  twelve 
cadets  from  the  Oklahoma  Military  Acade- 
my at  Claremore,  Oklahoma,  visited  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  on  April  22nd. 

The  visitors  were  escorted  around  the 
field  by  Lieut.  Crickette.  The  tour  of 
the  field  included  a visit  to  the 
Attack,  Bombardment,  Observation  and 
Pursuit  Sections;  the  Miniature  Range 
Building  and  the  Post  Operations  Office. 
An  instructor  at  each  section  explained 
the  various  stages  of  flying  training 
and  outlined  the  routine  section  work. 

The  visitors  had_  the  opportunity  of 
renewing  old  acauaintances  with  Kelly 
Field  officers  tho  visited  Claremore  a 
year  ago  during  the  course  of  a student 
maintenance  flight.  The  cadets  were 
very  much  interested  in  the  flying  ac- 
tivities of  the  school  and  were  especi- 
ally keen  about  the  miniature  artillery 
range. 

After  such  an  extensive  tour  crowded 
into  a single  morning,  the  visitors 
were  quite  content  to  relax  and  eat 
lunch  at  the  Cadet  Mess  as  guests  of 
the  Cadets  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 
In  the  afternoon  they  departed  for  a 
visit  to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot  at 
Duncan  Field, 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  party  was 
1st  Lieut.  James  L,  Fletcher,  Air 
Reserve,  a graduate  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center.  Lieut,  Fletcher,  a 
student  of  Class  No.  12-B,  graduated  on 
February  26,  1932,  specializing  in  Obser 
vation  Aviation.  He  is  now  an  instruc- 
tor at  the  Oklahoma  Military  Academy. 

— .-oOo 

LECTURES  ON  ENGINES  AILD  EQUIPMENT  AT 
KELLY  FIELD,  TEXAS. 

First  Lieut.  George  S.  Smith,  with 
Major  Edr/in  R.  Page,  as  passe^er,  fly- 
ing an  A-17  Attack  plane,  arrived  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  from  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  April  25th.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  visit  cf  these  two  officers, 
who  are  on  duty  at  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion, was  to  deliver  a series  of  lec- 
tijres  bn  Engines  and  Equipment  to  the 
students  of  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 

Several  officers  of  the  permanent  gar- 
rison at  Kelly  Field  attended  the  two 
lectures,  since  they  remembered  other 
instructive  lectures  Lieut.  Smith  had 
reviously  delivered  and,  further,  that 
3 usuelly  included  in  his  remarks  in- 
formation on  the  latest  and  most  inter- 
esting developments.  They  found  that 
not  only  could  they  learn  something 
about  engines  from  their  brother  offi- 
cers at  the  Materiel  Division,  but  also 
a thing  or  two  about  skeet  shooting,  as 
was  evidenced  by  the  ability  of  Major 
Page  and  Lieut.  Smith  to  powder  them  fror 
all  angles.  Both  officers  departed 
(Continued  on  Page  8j. 
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disting-uished  elyieg-  cross  to  col.  olds 


With  military  pomp  and  ceremony,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Robert  01ds“,  Air  Corps,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Second  Bombardment 
Group  of  Langley  Field,  Ya. , was  present- 
ed the  Distinguished  Flying  Gross  on  Sat- 
urday morning,  April  30th,  before  the 
Personnel  of  his  Group  end  a large  num- 
ber of  friends  and  spectators. 

The  honor  T/as  bestowed  upon  Lieut. 
Colonel  Olds  for  "extraordinary  achie¥e- 
ment  while  participating  in  an  aerial 
flight  from  Langley  Field  to  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  South  America. " 

Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  Com- 
manding General  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
made  the  award,  the  cita,tion  being  read 
by  Major  William’  W.  Dick,  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force. 

In  presenting  the  Distinguished  Flying 
Cross  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Olds,  General 
Andrews  said; 

"Mo  words  that  I might  say  can  add 
to  the  honor  your  country  has  bestowed 
upon  you,  but  I would  like  to  add  niy 
personal  sincere  congratulations.  In 
behalf  of  the  GHQ,  and  the  Air  Force  I 
thank  you  for  your  contribution.  You 
have  added  prestige  and  honor  to  the 
tradition  of  the  Army." 

The  citation,  which  wa,s  announced  sev- 
eral days  prior  to  the  ceremonial  rites 
uy  Hon,  Harry  Woodring,  Secretary  of  War, 
follows: 

"Robert  Olds,  lieutenant  colonel, 

Air  Corps,  United  States  Irn^u  For 
extraordinary  achievement  while  parti- 
cipating in  an  aerial  .flight  from 
Langley  Field,  Virginia,  to  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  South  America,  and 
return,  February  15  to  27,  1938.  As 
commanding  officer  of  a squadron  of 
six  airplanes,  Lieutenant 'Colonel  Olds 
. was.  responsible  for  the  planning  and 
execution  of  this  flight  in  the  inter- 
est of  Pan-American  amitjr,  which 
flight  by.  its  nature  was  extremely 
hazardous  and  exacting.  Eis  ability, 
devotion  to  duty  and  excellent  leader- 
ship, supported  by  the  afher  members 
of  the  flight,  made  possible  its  suc- 
cessful accomplishment.  'This  outstand- 
ing flight  reflects  the  highest  credit 
on  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
States.  " 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  military 
ceremonies,  General  Andrews  extended  his 
personal  congratulations  to  Colonel  Olds, 


ARTILLERY  ADJUSTMEHT  AT  CAMP  STANLEY 


( 


The  students  of  the  Observation  Sec- 
tion of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School,  lielly  Field,  Texas,  conducted 
their  Artillery  Adjustment  Firing  at 
Cemp  Stanley,  Texas,  on  April  11th. 

The  1st  Battalion  of  the  15th  Field  Ar- 
tillery, from  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 
■under  t'he  commaxid  of  Major  H.B.  Parker, 
conducted  the  firing.  All  students  as- 
sembled at  the  battery  positions  during 
the  first  period  to  watch  a demonstra- 
tion adjustment  by  two  of  their  flying 
instructors,  Lieut.  'Walker,  pilot,  and 
Lieut.  Mason,  observer. 

For  the  second  period,  beginning  at 
1:00  p.m. 5 three  student  teams  vrorked 
with  each  battery.  The  battery  CP^s  j 
were  located  on  the  Bullis  landing  field, i 
about  five  miles  from  the  battery  posi- 
tions, Each  student  fired  four  problems  ; 
instead  of  the  six  formerly  assigned, due 
to  the  restricted  use  for  one  week  of 
the  landing  field  at  Bullis.  Fifty-four  ii 
rounds  per  student  were  used  on  the  fol-  ■' 
lowing  t.-'/pes  of  adjustment; 

(a)  Bracket  adjustment,  using  both  a 
mark  base  point  and  a reference  point 
a’ethpd  of  locating  the  target. 

(b)  A change  .target  problem  to  shift 
to  new  target  with  one  gun  precision 
adjustment 


and  later  His  ExceUlency,  Radu  Irimescu, 
Roumanian  ‘Mii-ist^r  to  the  United 


States,  extended  personal  greetings,  say- 
ing: "Your  country  has  given  you  a well 
deserved  honor . " ■ ' 

— — oOo— 


gj  bio  WnUOil  w 9-  X |( 

vc)  A l.ay-on-me  method  of  designat-  Vi 
ing  the  tcrget,  with' brac'icet  adjustment' 
using  two-way  and  one-iray  radio  conmni-  ■’ 
ni cat ion.  | 

(d)  A 'battery  precision  adjustment, 
using  a smoke  ladder. 

High  explosive  shell  was  used  through- 
out the  firing,  ydth  the  exception  of  an 
occasional  smoke  round  on  lost  rounds 
and  on  the  ladder  bracket  adjustment.  The 
firing  was  completed  at  4:00  p,nh  , on 
April  14th s with  only  one  morning  lost  by 
inclement  weather,  A total  of  955  rounds 
of  shell  H.E,  and  134  rounds  of  smoke 
?/ere  expended. 

Without  'such,  excellent  cooperation  as 
was  rendered  by  the  15th  Field  Artillery,.' 
the  student  firing  could  not  have  been^ 
completed  in  the  allotted  time.  The  fir- 
ing’ batteries  were  fast  and  accurate.  , 
They  were  in  positions  daily  before  8:00 
a.m^  , and  remained  until  5:00  p.m.  Tl'ie 
Commandant  of  the  Advan.ced  Flying  School,’ 
through  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Second  Division,  commended  the  officers^ 
and  men  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  15th 
Field  Artillery  for  t'ne  splendid  spirit 
of  cooperation  which  they  exhibited. 

— oOo— - 


Lectures  at  Kelly  Field  (From  Page  7 ) 


Warrant  Officer  John  J.  Arsenault  hag 
been  relieved  from  his  present  assignment 
and  duties  at  Allegheny  County  Airport, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. , and  assigned  to  duty  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 


jfrom  Kelly  Field  on  the  morning  of  April 
;28th  for  the  return  trip  to  their  home 
j station. 

I „„_o0o— - 
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CAVALRY  DilTACHMENT  "BOMBED" WITH  SUPPLIES 


GEITSRAL  WESTOVER  ELIES  TO  PAHAIAA 


Reporting  upon  the  result  of  the  first  ! Major  General  Oscar  We stover,  Chief  of 
day’s  test  of  dropping  from  an  Army  air-  i the  Air  Corps,  left  Brownsville,  Texas, 

1 A.  ^ ^ — T 4*  4*  \ 4-1^  vT  /-»o  Vi  *D/^v«  «^4'  m/^m  4-"l'>  ’f* 


plane  supplies  to  a Cavalry  detachment 
in  the  Big  Bend  district  in  the  vicinity 
of  Balmorhea,  Texas,  Brigadier  General 
Ben  Lear,  Commanding  General  of  the  1st 
Cavalry  Division,  Port  Bliss,  Texas, 
states  that  this  test  proved  to  he  an 
outstanding  success.  Ecod,  Hay.^grain 
and  wood  were  dropped  from  the  air  to 
the  detachment.  Two  eggs  out  of  four 
dozen  dropped  to  soldiers  were  cracked. 
One  parachute  out  of  twenty  failed  to 
open.  Otherwise  the  supplies  were  de- 
livered intact. 

The  tests  were  scheduled  to  he  contin- 
ued for  four  days.  The  1st  Platoou, 
Troop  A,  8th  Cavalry,  consisting  of  30 
men  and  horses,  7/as  assumed  to  he  com- 
pletely isolated  in  a,  mountainous  region 
where  it  is  impossible  for  an  airplane 
to  land.  It  was  necessary  for  more  than 
1,000  pounds  of  supplies  to  he  dropped 
daily  from  a B-10  Bomher.  All  supplies, 
except  hay  and  wood,  were  dropped  in_ 
special  containers,  supported  by  indi- 
vidual parachutes. 

General  Lear’s  telegram  to  the  War  De- 
partment reporting  the  result  of  the 
first  day’s  test  follows: 

"The  following  supplies  were  delivered 
by  air  to  cavalry  platoon  today:  490 
pounds  of  hay,  300  pounds  of  oats,  200 


on  the  Mexican  Border,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  morning  of  May 
13th,  for  Panama,  via  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 
and  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  There  he 
was  scheduled  to  land  some  time  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  purpose  of  General’s  visit  to 
Panama  was  to  inspect  the  Army  Air 
Corps  activities  in  the  Canal  Zone,  this 
entailing  his  absence  from  the  United 
States  for  about  tv/o  weeks. 

General  Westover  piloted  a Northrop 
A-17  Attack  plane  and  was  accompanied  by 
Staff  Sergeant  Samuel  Hymes,  his  crew 
chief. 

The  Pan  American  Airways,  which  oper- 
ates scheduled  air  line  services  be- 
tween the  United  States,  Panama,  and 
countries  to  the  South,  made  arrange- 
ments to  maintain  continuous  radio  com- 
munication with  General  Vfestover  during 
the  entire  time  of  his  trip.  At  no  time 
was  he  to  be  out  of  communication  with 
at  least  one  of  the  stations  of  the  Pan 
American  Airways  from  the  time  of  leav- 
ing the  United  States  until  his  arrival 
in  Panama. 

Through  special  permission  from  the 
Eederal  Communications  Commission,  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  direct  radio 
communication  between  the  Pan  American 


pounds  of  wood  and  160  pounds  of  rations.  ! Airways  radio  station  at  Brownsville  and 
The  rations  consisted  of  8 cans  of  apple- i the  Army  Air  Corps  radio  station  at 
sauce,  9 pounds  of  bacon,  12  pounds  of  j Bolling  Eield,  D. C.  In  this  way,  al- 
cqrned  beef,  32  pounds  of_bread,  3 pounds i though  in  the  air  over  Central  America, 

General  Westover  was  enabled  to  maintain 
constant  touch  with  his  own  office  in 
V/ashington  and  v/ith  the  War  Department. 

At  9:15  a.m.  ,ESr,he  landed  at  Albrook  Field, C.Z. 
oOo 

FROM  SCHOOL  TO  NATIONAL  GUARD  INSTRUCTORS 


of  butter,  4 dozen  eggs,  14  pounds  of 
smoked  ham,  20  pounds  of  potatoes,  two 
packages  of  raisins,  5 pounds  of  onions, 
36  oranges,  4 pounds  of  coffee,  6 cans 
of  corn,  two  cans  of  jam,  8 cans  of  milk, 
6 cans  of  peas  and  5 cans  of  tomatoes. 

"The  test  was  highly  satisfactory.  The 
time  required  for  drepping  20  bundles 
was  50  minutes.  The  condition  of  pack- 
ages and  contents  was  excellent  except 
in  one  case  where  the  parachute  failed 
to  open.  Only  two  eggs  were  cracked  out 
of  four  dozen  delivered.  Bales  of  hay 
and  wood  were  delivered  without  para- 
chutes. The  altitude  of  the  plane  was 
about  400  feet.  Aim  of  Captain  D.W. 
Mayhue,  pilot  of  the  plane,  was  excel- 
lent. All  but  three  of  the  bundles  were 
dropped  within  300  yards  of  panel. " 

- — oOo- — . 

rm  ^ officers. 

Hie  folio wing -named  Air  Corps ^ upon 
the  completion  of  their  present  course 
of  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Maxwell  Eield,  Ala.,  are  assigned 
to  duty  at  the  stations  indicated: 

Captain  Benjamin  T.  Starkey,  1st  Lieuts. 
Edward  H.  Alexander  and  Mills  S.  Savage 
to  Randolph  Eield,  Texas. 

First  Lieut.  Philip  D.  Coates  to  Kelly 
Eield,  Texas. 


Majors  Robert  D.  Knapp  and  Bob  E. 
Rowland,  Air  Corps,  now  on  duty  as  stu- 
dents, the  former  at  the  Air  Corps  Tac- 
tical School,  Maxwell  Eield,  Ala. , and 
the  latter  at  the  Command  and  General 
Staff  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
are  under  orders  for  duty  as  Instructors 
with  the  Air  Corps,  National  Guard,  upon 
the  completion  of  their  present  course 
of  instruction. 

Major  Knapp  is  assigned  with  the 
Arkansas  National  Guard  and  Major  Rowland 
with  the  40th  Division  Aviation,  Califor- 
nia National  Guard.  The  first  named  of- 
ficer will  be  stationed  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark. , and  the  last  named  at  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

oOo. — 

Lieut,  Colonel  William  S.  Lynd,  Air 
Corps j is  under  orders  for  duty  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department,  effective  upon  the 
completion  of  his  present  course  of  in- 
struction at  the  Naval  War  College. 
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KSLLY  FIELD  ACTIVITIES 


ACTIVITIES  AT  LUKE  FIELD,  T.H. 


Major  John  V.  Hart,  Chief  of  the  Bom- 
hardment  Section  of  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut. 
Edgar  H.  Todd,  Squadron  Engineering  and 
Operations  Officer,  64th  School  Squadron 
Technical  Sergeant  Harry  G-lasscocls  and 
Sergeant  Fred  S.  Siri]pson,  also  of  the 
64th  School  Squadron.,  departed  from 
Kelly  Field  by  rail  on  April  28th  for 
the  Douglas  Aircraft  Factory  at  Santa 
Monica,  Calif. , for  the  purpose  of  ferry^ 
ing  one  B-18  airplane  to  their  station. 
They  returned  on  May  4th. 


The  Engineering  Section  of  the  61st 
School  Squadron,  during  the  month  of 
April,,  kept  a daily  average  of  fifteen 
P-12*s  and  fifteen  Seversky  BT-3*s  in 
commission,  for  the  flying  activities  of 
students  and  instructors  of  the  Pursuit 
Section  of  the  .Advanced  Plying  School. 


The  63rd  School  Squadron  has  establish- 
ed a Pest  Caxim  on  the  Medina  River,  ten 
miles  from  Kelly  Field.  It  is  a beauti- 
ful site,  loc.ated  under  tall  spreading 
pecan  trees.  Since  the  camp  is  so  near 
the  field,  nearly  all  of  the  men  in  the 
Squadron  have  visited  it.  In  addition 
to  the  fishing,  the  camp  offers  facili- 
ties for  horseshoe  pitching,  soft  ball, 
and  other  athletics"  On  the  first  tT/o 
days  of  the  current  fishing  season^  men 
in  the  Squadron  caught  some  prize  bass 
and  catfish,  also  some  frogs  were 
stabbed.  '*Two  of  the  frogs,"  says  the 
Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent,  "were  about 
as  Large  as  the  ’Flying  Fortress.’"  All 
men  in  the  Squadron  agree  that  this  camp 
is  something  "that  has  been  needed  for 
years.  It  offers  the  men  a perfect 
place  to  "unlax. " 


Mr.  Douglas  J.  Ingells,  Corresuondent 
of  the  MODEL  AIEPIAKE  m'S,  and  staff 
member  of  the  Dayton  DAILY  LEWS,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  a visitor  at  Kelly  Field  on 
May  4th  and- 5th,  He  is  gathering  mater- 
ial which  will  enable  him  to  write  a 
feature  story  on  Cadet  Life  at  Randolph 
and  Kelly  Fields  for  the  MODEL  AIEPLAKE 
NEV^S  Magazine.  Mr,  Ingells  flew  to 
Kelly  Field  via  American  Air  Lines  and 
departed  on  May  5th  for  the  return  Jour- 
hey  by  air  to  Dayton. 


Father  Tein  and  ten  students  of  St. 
Mary's  University,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
were  visitors  at  Kelly  Field  on  May  4th, 
and  were  conducted  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  various  post  activities  and 
installations.  All  the  students  evinced 
special  interest  in  the  radio  facilities 
of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School. 
First  Lieut.  John  H.  Bmidy,  Air  Corps, 
accompanied  the  visitors  on  their  tour 
of  the  post. 


I The  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  has  ' 
i taken  over  the  old  23rd  Bombardment 
I Squadron  hangar,  and  is  busily  engaged 
• in  repairing  and  touching  up  the  inter- 
;i  ior  before  moving  in.  The  News  Letter 
I Correspondent  states  that  "it  will  be  a 
i groat  asset  to  have  our  Operations, 

! Armament,  Communications  and  Supply  in 
I the  same  hangar  rather  than  at  opposite 
j ends  of  the  field  as  in  the  past"  " 

.j 

1 During  the  period  from  April  1st  to 
I 15th,  the  flyiiig  activities  of  the  50th 
! Reconnaissance  Squadron  were  limited  in 
j view  of  the  numerous  lectures  and  trans- 
: ition  in  connection  with  the  B-18  air- 
1 planes. 

; On  April  13th,  Captain  Ferguson  led  a 
I flight  of  three  B-12  airplanes  to  Kauai 
i for  the  purpose  of  making  an  air-ground 
I reconnaissance  in  prepexation  for  tenta- 
! tive  squadron  field  duty. 

.1  

I During  the  second  woek  of  April,  the 
I Base  Headquarters  and  17th  Air  Base 
j Squadron  was  well  protected.  Tv/o 
I battleships  of  the  Navy  were  anchored 
j less  than"  a stone's  throw  from  the 
■ Squadron  area.  Their  officers  issued 
I an  invitation  for  the  men  of  Lulce  Field 
I to  visit  the  ships  and  get  a vague  idea 
j of  how  things  are  done  in  the  Navy,  and, 

! adds  the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "to 
I make  us  skeptical  as  to  whether  casting 
I our  lot  with  the  Army  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do." 

"We  are  still  trying  to  become  accus- 
tomed to  our  new  Squadron  designation; 
a.lso  wondering  when  we  will  be  trans- 
ferred bag  and  baggage  to  Hickam  Field." 

This  Sauadron  has  a hundred  percent 
membership  of  noncommissioned  officers 
in  the  recently  organised  Luke  Field 
Noncommissioned  Officers’  Club. 

oOo 

Some  idea  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
work  which  the  Depot  Supply  Department 
of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan 
Field,  Texas,  is  called  upon  to  perform 
may  be  .gained  from  the  fact  that  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  April  30th, 
the  number  of  vouchers  handled  amounted 
to  98,550.  'Freight  handled  by  air 
totalled  1,266,326  pounds,  and  455,228 
postings  wore  made  to  the  Stock  Record 
Account. 

,o0o— 

Three  field  officers  of  the  Air  Corps, 
who  are  nearing  the  con^letion  of  their 
foreign  servico  tours,  are  under  orders 
for  duty  at  Air  Service  stations  in  the 
United  States,  as  follows:  Lieut.  / 

Colonels  Benjamin  G.  Weir,  from  Panama,  ^ 
to  March  Field,  Calif. ; William  0. 
Butler,  from  Panama,  to  Barksdale  Field, 


( 


-10- 


La,  , and  Thomas  S.  Voss,  from  the  Phil- 
ippines, to  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 
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' mMGE  JISLD  TO'  SM  SALTADOR  FLIGHT 


Upon  the  approval  of  the  Conmanding 
General  of  the  Panama  Canal  Department, 
a courtesy  training  flight  of  ten  B-lOB 
airplanes  from  the  6th  Bombardment  Group, 
stationed  at  France  Field,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  flew  to  San  Salvad®r,  Si  Salvador, 
and  returned  "by  way  of  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica. 

The  flight  consisted  of  twenty  offi- 
cers and  twenty  enlisted  men,  cormanded 
by -Lieut.  Colonel- George  E.  Lovell,  Jr., 
Air  Corps.  The  officer  personnel  com- 
prised Major  George  \\\  Polk,  Jr.  , Capt. 
Thurston  H.  Baxter,  1st  Lieuts.  Tr-uinan 
H,  Landon,  Robert  F.,  ^Tate,  Charles 
Sommers,  Alvin  R.  Luedecke,  Morris  H. 
Shedd,  Donald  B.  Diehl, ,2nd  Lieuts. 

Frank  P,  Smith-  and  George  0,  Bond,  Air 
Corps,  pilots,  with  the  following  pass- 
engers*. Colonel  Underwood,  33rd  Infantry; 
Major  Barnes,  Jr.,  G.,S.  C.:  Major  Wood- 
ward, Air  Corps,;-  Captain  Coyne,  Finance 
Department;  Captain  Harry  A,  Kuhn, 

C.W.  S.;  Captain  Lynn.  E.  ’ Brady,  Infantry; 
Captain  Donald  C,  Hill,  Corps  of  Engin," 
eerej  Captain  Charles  W-.  McGeehan,  Coast 
Artillery  Corps,  and  Captain  James  A. 
Durnfsrd,  Quartermaster  Corps. 

The  flight  maintained  a direct  route 
from' Colon  to  San  Salvador,  arriving 
there  at  lli30  a.m. , four  hours  and  30 
minutes  after  departing  from  France 
Field.  The  American  Minister,  the  Hon. 
Robert  Frazer,, and  staff  of  the  American 
Legation,  together  with  representatives 
of  the  government  of  San  Salvador,  form- 
ed the  reception  committee  which  was 
present  at  - the  airport.  In  due  time  the 
personnel  were  assigned  to  hotels  in  the 
city  of  S'an  ■ Salvador , and  at  the  Ameri- 
can Legation. 

A formal  reception  tendered  the 
same  day,  April  19th,  by  his  Excellency, 
.President  Martinez,  of  El  Salvador,  at 
5;‘00'p,m.  The  American  officers  were 
presented  to  the  President  at  this  re- 
cepti»n,  and  met  the  officials  of  the 
government,  and  pilots  of  the  flying 
corps.  This  was  followed  by  a buffet 
supper,  which  was  served  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  American  Minister,  and  ta 
which  prominent  Americans  in  San 
Salvador  and  officers  of  the  Army  cf  San 
Salvador  were  invited. 

The  flight  took  off  from  the  airport 
at  9|30  a.m*,  April -20 th  and,  after  fly- 
ing in  formation  over  the  City  of  San 
Salvador,  headed  toward  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  arriving  at  the  airport  of  Santa 
Ana  at  lli45  a.m.  The  Secretary  of  the 
American  Legation  and  officials  of  the 
Costa  Rican  Army  were  -present  to  receive 
the  officers  of  the  flight. 

At  San  Jose  there  was  no  reception  by 
the  Costa  Rican  Government,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  President  of  Costa  Rica 
was  absent  from  the, city.  However,  the 
American  Minister,  Hon,'  William  H. 
Hornlbrook,  was  host  at  a party  for  the 


I members  of  the  flight  at  the  American 
Legation  at  b;00  p.m. 

April  21,  1938 1 was  devoted  to  sight- 
seeing and  rest  in  the  Capital  of  Costa 
Rica.  Individual  members  of  the  flight 
were  entertained  by  prominent  Americans 
at  their  homes  in  and  near  San  Jose. 

The  flight  took  off  the  next  day  at 
9j30  a.m.,  and  after  passing  over  the 
city  in  formation  headed  east  for  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  where  all  airplanes 
arrived  by  noon. 

All  members  of  the  flight  were  great- 
ly impressed  by  the  kindness  and  co.n-‘ 

-si  derat  ion  of  all  officers  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact  in  SI  Salvador  and 
Costa  Rica.  ' Kie  Ministers  and  their 
Staffs  were  most  cordial,  and  made  every 
effort  to  make  the  members  of  the  flight 
feel  that  they  were  welcome. 

— — -oOo-— 

RES^fS  OFFICERS  TO  EXTEITDED  ACTIYE  DUTY 

■The  following-named  second  lieutenants 
of  the  Air  Reserve  were  assigned  to  ex- 
tended active  duty  at  the  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions indicated: 

Edgar  Minton  Wittan,  of  Portage,  Pa., 
to  Langley  Field,  ¥a. , to  May  3,  1941. 

Willard  Van  Deman  Brown,  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  to  Barksdale  Field,  La.,  to  May 
17,  1941. 

William  G-rover  Benn,  of  Washington, 
Pa.,  to  Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York, 
to  May  lb,  1941. 

lilcox  Barnes  Wild,  of  Olyn^ia,  Wash. , 
to  March  Field,  Calif. , to  May  15,  1941, 
— .oOo— 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers 
who  are  nearing  the  completion  of  their 
tours  of  foreign  service,  are  under  or- 
ders for  duty  at  Air  Corps  stations  in 
the  United  States,  as  indicated: 

To  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. : Captain  Samuel 
W.  TanTfeteFTT^mTEiTSi  lippi  ne  B . 

To  Randolph  Field.  Texas:  let  Lieut. 

, HarorrX7~McFTrsmtHe  Philippines, 
j.  To  _ Mitchel ^ Field,  N.Y.  ; 1st  Lieut,, 
j Mauxici™G7~'SrBionirom  “W®  - Hawaiian  De- 
I partment- 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas;_  1st  Lieut. 


FriEeri^  i'« 
Department. 


’UtTTrom”  the  Tanama  Canal 
— -oOo— 


Captain  Leo  H.  Dawson,  for  a number 
of  years  on  duty  with  the  1st  Pursuit 
Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens, 
Mich.,  is  under  orders  for  duty  at 
Mitchel  Field,.  N.Y. 


Major  Lawrence  A,  Lawson.,  Air  Corps, 
i.s  -under  orders  for  . duty  at  the- Denver 
Branch. of  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Denver,  Colo,,  upon  the  con^le- 
! t'ion  of  his  present  course  of  instruc- 
I ti'on  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 

V-7^ 
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FAST  GOING  EY  "FLYING  FORTRESS'* 


The  Second  Bombardment  Group,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , has  been  a bee  hive of  in- 
dustry these  past  few  weeks  incident  to 
cleaning  up  the  business  of  the  Florida 
Maneuvers  and  preparing  the  hundreds  of 
necessary  details  in  preparation  for  the 
GHQ,  Air  Force  Maneuvers  in  the  Nor theast J Fred  Riley,  Assistant  Instructor 
Routine  training  has  not  been  neglect-!  Rmnll  ArmR.  and  T_T,.  Gainas.  Pri 
ed  and,  as  in  the  past,  the  B-17* s con- 
tinue to  break  records  under  normal  op- 
erating conditions. 

On  April  22nd,  Lieut.  Colonel  Robert 
Olds,  with  a crew  of  three  officers  and 
five  enlisted  men,  in  a B-17  airplane, 
established  a record  flight  from  the 
West  Coast  to  Langley  Field.  Departing 
from  March  Field,  Calif.,  at  11;40  a.m. , 

E. S. T. , Colonel  Olds  reached  his  desti- 
nation, Langley  Field,  at  10i35  p.m. , 

E.S.T.  His  flying  time  from  March  Field 
to  Langley  Field  was  ten  hours  and  forty- 
five  minutes.  His  previous  record  for  j 
this  same  flight,  established  in  Febru-  I 
ary  of  this  year,  was  eleven  hturs  and  I 
one  minute.  j 

Enroute  to  March  Field  from  Langley 
Field  on  a dawn-to-dusk  flight,  on  April 
19th,  this  same  crew  left  Langley  Field 
at  4:36  a.m.,  as  dawn  was  lighting  the 
eastern  sky,  and  when  at  2:03  p.m. , 

Pacific  Standard  Time,  Colonel  Olds 
landed  his  Flagship  #10,  the  same  B-17 
which  he  used  on  the  flight  to  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  the  previous  record 
for  the  East-West  noiirStop  "hop"  had  not 
only  been  cut  by  a full  hour  to  12  hours 
and  27  minutes,  but  the  projected  dawu 
to  dusk  flight  had  become  a breakfast  to 
lunch  accomplishment. , 


al  technique  v/ere  tested  during  both  legs 
of  this  flight  and  proved  eminently  sat- 
isfactory. 

oOo — - 

GRA-DNAT  ION  FROM  SCHOOL  CP  AVIATION  ORDNANCE! 


La.  ; Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. , and  March  and  Hamilton  g 
Fields,  Calif.  ^ 

Awards  were  also  presented  the  four 
instructors  of  the  School,  namely:  Tech. 
Sergeant  Robert  F.  Tokoly,  Instructor  of 
Ammunition;  Staff  Sergeant  Francis  E. 
Hogan,  Instructor  in  Small  Arms ; Sergeant 

in 

Small  Arms,  and  T.L.  Gaines,  Principal 
Ammunition  Inspector  and  Instructor  in  ' 
Ammunition, 

Lieut,  Colonel  Russell  L.  Maxwell,  Com- 
mander of  the  Tenth  Ordnance  Company; , 
Captain  Edward  P.  Mechling,  Directox-  of 
the  School;  Major  Edison  A.  Lynn,  2nd 
Wing  Ordnance  Officer;  Lieut.  Colonel 
John  A.  Brooks,  Jr.,  Assistant  Comman- 
dant of  the  Ordnance  Field- Service, 
Raritan  Arsenal,  N. J. , and  Major  Dache 
Mi.  Reeves,  Air  Corps,  were  amnng  th®se 
present  at  the  graduation  ceremonies. 

Those  who  received  diplomas  included 
Technical  Sergeant  F.V.  Perritti;  Staff 
Sergeant  J.A.  Dolan;  Privates  G.S. 

Shear in;  E.S.  Hahne,  J.  Blaum,  35th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  8th  Pursuit  Group, 

R,  V.  Diramig  and  J.  S^uibeck,  of  Langley 
Field,  Va. ; Sergeant  C.V.  Ferguson,  of 
Self ridge  Field,  Mich.;  Corporal  J.F. 
Givens  and  Private  B.F.  Hewitt,  of 
Barksdale  Field,  La. ;• Corporal  K.D. 
Rising,  of  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; Pri- 
vates G.  Smith  and  J.  Moore,  of  March  i 
Field,  Calif.,  and  Private  W.E.  Clarke,  ' 
of  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

— -oOo- — 

ACTIVITIES  OF  1ST  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON 
The  1st  Observation  Squadron,  stationed 


New  auxiliary  equipment  and  navigation-  at  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  lansas, 
+ ^ alsrt  constantly  during  the 

period  from  May  2nd  to  10th,  utilizing 
all  airpla-nes  and  pilots  for  day  and 


Describing  the  School  of  Aviation  Ord- 
nance at  Langley  Field,  Va. , as  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  realization  of  a 
stronger  national  defense,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Arnold  N.  Krogstad,,  the  new  Conmand- 
ing  General  of  the  Second  Y/ing,  GHQ,  Air 
Force,  on  MIonday,  April  25th,  presented 
diplomas  to  graduates  of  the  two-months*  . 
course. 

Foi^teen  students,  including  five  non- 
commissioned officers  and  nine  enlisted 
men,  were  awarded  diplomas.  They  com- 
pleted their  studies  the  following  Sat- 
urday.^ Tv/enty- three  other  students 
graduated  in_  the  first  two  courses  held 
at  Langley  Field.  The  fourth  course  ■ 
wall  begin  on  October  1,  1938,  and  con- 
tinue .through  November  30-th. 

The  graduates  represented  the  various 
platoon  divisions  of  the  Ordnance  Branch 
of  the  General  Headquarters  Air  Force, 
including  Langley  Field;  Barksdale  Field, 

-12- 


night  missions  in  connection  with  the 
Cavalry  School's  "Field  Exercise  Maneuver 
No,  1.'*  Included  in  these  activities 
were  reconnaissance  missions;  liaison,, 
missions,  using  radio  and  dropped  mes- 
sages, and  photographic  missions,  includ- 
ing shots  of  troops  in_ action  and  photo- 
graphs of  each  day's  bivouac. 

Three  0-19  airplanes  were  flown  to 
Offut  Field,  Fort  Crook,  Nebraska,  on 
May  6th/' to  cooperate  with  the  61st  Coast 
Artillery  (Anti-aircraft) ^ in  a demonstra- 
tion of  defense  against  night  air  at-  , 
tack.  Approximately  5,000  citizens  of 
Omaha  attended  the  demonstration, despite 
a heavy  rain  and  low  ceiling,  which  made 
it  necessary  to  keep  all  but  one  airplane 
on  the  gro'und.  During  the  hour  in  which 
he  conducted  simulated  machine  gun  and 
bombing  attacks  on  the  populace,  Lieut. 
G.L.  Ivlason*  s conversation  with  the  gro'utidf 
station,  and  other  pertinent  remarks,  ' 
were  rebroadcast  over  Station  WOW,  of 
Omaha,  Neb.  This  provised  the  listeners- 
in  with  a most  interesting  program. 
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ROUND  TRIP  PANAMA  PLIGHT  BY  THE  CHIEE  OP  THE  AIR  CORPS 


Major  General  Oscar  Westover,  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  returned  to  Washington  on 
Wednesday,  May  25th,  as  scheduled,  fol- 
lowing a journey  by  air  to  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  and  reported  a most  enjoy- 
able flight  as  well  as  a very  interest- 
ing inspection  of  Air  Corps  activities 
there. 

Enroute  to  Panama,  General  Westover 
stopped  over  at  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  on 
May  l2th,  for  a brief  visit  with  Colonel 
Prank  D,  Lackland,  Corimandant  of  the  Ad- 
vanced Plying  School.  He  first  landed 
at  Randolph  Pield  and  had  a short  visit 
with  his  son,  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  B. 
Westover,  who  is  a student  on  the  basic 
stage  at  the  Primary  Plying  School.  He 
then  flew  his  special  A-17AS  Attack  air- 
plane to  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot, 
Duncan  Pield,  Texas,  for  a thorough  me- 
chanical check  before  taking  off  at  2:00 
p.m.  for  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  he 
arrived  an  hour  and  45  minutes  later. 

Remaining  overnight  at  Brownsville, 
the  General  to9k  off  at  6; 00  a.m.  the 
following  day  (May  13th)  for  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  via  Tampico;  Vera  Cruz, where 
the  plane  was  refueled;  Minatitlan, 
.Tehuantepec,  Tapachula,  and  Guatemala 
City,  Guatemala,  where  he  remained  over- 
night. On  May  i4th  he  flew  to  Managua, 
Nicaragua,  and,  after  refueling  at  that 
point,  continued  on  to  David,  Republic 
of  Panama.  After  passing  through  sever- 
al bad  storms  enroute,  he  decided  to 
land  at  David  to  check  for  weather  re- 
ports and,  upon  receiving  partially  fa- 
vorable reports,  started  for  Albrook 
Pield.  He  proceeded  for  a distance  of 
only  about  forty  miles,  however,  when  he 
found  all  chances  of  getting  through 
blocked  by  severe  thunder  storms,  heavj^ 
downpours  of  rain,  and  no  visibility.  He 
had  no  alternative  other  than  to  return 
to  David,  where  he  remained  overnight, 
taking  off  early  the  next  morning  (May 
15th)  for  Albrook  Pield,  where  he  arriv- 
ed at  9; 00  o’clock. 

In  the  afternoon,  General  Westover  at- 
tended a reception  given  in  his  honor  by 
the  officers  and  ladies  of  Prance  and 
Albrook  Pields,  and  at  which  were  also 
present  the  Governor  of  the' Panama  Canal, 
Colonel  Clarence  S.  Ridley,  and  Mrs. 
Ridley;  Major  General  David  L.  Stone, 
Commanding  General  of  the  Panama  Canal 


Department,  and  Mrs.  Stone,  and  Briga- 
dier General  and  Ivirs.  Prederic  H.  Smith. 

On  May  16th,  General  W'e stover  made  an 
inspection  of  Albrook  Pield,  and  on  the 
follovdng  day  he  inspected  the  field 
work  and  bombing  practice  at  E:io  Hato, 
also  the  proposed  sites  for  new  Air 
Corps  installations.  In  the  afternoon 
and  evening  of  that  day  (May  17th)  he 
began  to  suffer  from  an  infection,  the 
result  of  an  insect  bite  he  received 
while  at  David,  and  was  confined  to  his 
bed  for  two  days  undergoing  treatment. 

On  Friday,  May  20th,  General  Westover 
inspected  France  Field  and  the  Panama 
Air  Depot  thereat,  returning  to  Albrook 
Pield  just  before  the  heavy  afternoon 
rains  made  flying  inpracticable.  He 
spent  Saturday  in  conference  vdth  the 
De^Ja-rtment  Commander  (General  Stone)  and 
Brigadier  General  George  H.  Brett,  Com- 
mander of  the  19th  Wing,  relative  to  ob- 
servations and  conclusions  reached  by 
him  as  the  result  of  his  trip.  He  then 
made  preparations  for  his  return  jour- 
ney. 

Leaving  Albrook  Pield  at  7;00  a.m,, 
Sunday,  May  22nd,  and  after  refueling  at 
Managua,,  General  ’Westover  arrived  at 
Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  at  about 
1:00  p.m.,  where  he  spent  a most  delight- 
ful return  visit.  Speaking  of  Guatemala 
City,  the  General  stated: 

'*I  consider  this  city  very  distinc- 
tive and  worth  while  visiting  by  any 
person  who  is  fond  of  travel.  *’ 

On  Monday,  May  23rd,  General  Westover 
flew  from  Guatemala  City  to  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Pield,  pro- 
ceeding via  Yera  Cruz,  Mexico,  where  his 
plane  v;as  refueled,  and  the  port  of 
entry  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  he 
cleared  the  customs  and  quarantine.  He 
left  his  airplane  at  the  San  Antonio  Air 
Depot  for  the  usual  20-hour  check.  In 
the  meantime,  he  learned  that  he  had  be- 
come a grandfather,  so  he  lost  no  time 
in  paying  a visit  to  his  greudson,  who 
was  born  during  the  General’ s absence 
from  the  United  States. 

Leaving  San  Antonio  on  the  morning  of 
May  25th,  the  General  arrived  in  Washing- 
ton on  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  He  was 
accompanied  on  this  aerial  journey  to 
Panama  and  return  by  Staff  Sergeant 
Samuel  Hymes,  his  mechanic. 
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STARTER  MOTORS 


Touching  on  some  of  the  observations 
he  made  during  the  course  of  his  round 
trip  flight  to  the  Istlirnus,  General 
Westoyer  stated:. 

"Aside  from  the  experience  of  flying 
over  this  very  varied  and  interesting 
terrain  on  the  general  route  followed  by 
ferried  to  Panama,  I was 
able  to  observe  the  operations  of  the 
Pan-American  Airways  and  to  appreciate 
the  hearty  cooperation  continually  ex- 
tended by_  that  remarkable  organization 
to  Army  pilots  flying  to  and  from  the 
Canal  Zone,  At  l.lanagua  I saw  an  airport 
the  buildings  and  insto.llations  on  which 
I believe  fully  to  be  the  equal  of  the 
bestows  have  in  the  United  States.  I was 
particularly  impressed  with  the  govern- 
ment buildings  on. this  airport. 

"I  found  Guatemala  City  a most  intrig- 
uing  place,  possessing  a cleanliness 
which  is  outstanding,  and  police  and  mu- 
nicipal discipline  was  manifested  to  a 
degree  which  was  not  alone  distinctive 
in  character  but  reflected  a high  degree 
of  civic  pride  and  responsibility.  Here 
I was _ also  able  to  view  a large  topo- 
graphical map  of  Guatemala  which  siiowed 
the  volcanic  peaks  and  the  mountainous 
terrain  of  that  country  in  a most  pic- 
tureeaue  and  illuminating  manner  and 
caused  me  to  appreciate  the  wisdom  of 
flying  a coastal  route  rather  than  to 
attempt  to  fly  over  these  mountainous 
areas  by  dead  reckoning  without  radio 
direction  finder^ equipment  in  ray  plane. 

"I  fi»und  the  Air  Corps  personnel  at 
Albrook  and  Franca  Fields  apparently 
contented,  happy  and  deeply" interested 
in  their  work.  The  tactical  units  ex- 
hibited fine  efficiency  in  their  field 
operations  and  were  highly  complimented 
by  me  for  the  high  standard  of  perforra- 
ancein  administrative  and  tactical  op- 
erations. Much  is  required  in  tha  way 
of  nev/  and  modern  facilities  and  equip- 
ment, all  of  which  I shall  hope  to  oe  of 
assistance  in  providing  as  the  result  of 
my  better  understanding  of  conditions 
obtaining  in  the  Panama  Canal  Department 

While  at  Guatemala  City,  General 
Westover  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Fay  A, 
DesPortes,  the  American  Minister,  and 
Mrs. _ DesPortes ; also  the  guest  at  dinner 
of  Lieut.  Colonel  Victor  W.3.  Wales, 
Cavalry,  and  Mrs.  Wales.  He  was  exten- 
sively entertained  during  his  stay  in 
the  Canal  Zone,  where  he  was  the  house 
guest  of  Brigadier  General  and  Mrs. 

George  H,  .Brett,  the  Wing  Commander. 

oOo — 1 

The  following  named  Air  Corps  officers, 
effective  May  1,  1938,  were  given  perman- 
ent promotions  to  the  rank  indicated, 
these  officers  holding  temporary  rank  uu 
to  that  date: 

Lieut,  Colonel  Charles  B.  Oldfield 

Maqor  Carl  F,  Greene 

Major  Chilion  F,  Wheeler 
oOo 


A memorandum  Report  (Serial  No.  U-54- 
254,  dated  April  15,  1938)  of  the  Engin- 
eering Section,  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divi- 
i sion,  Wbight  Field,  Ohio,  prepared  on  a 
starter  motor  failure  has  a definite  in- 
terest for  all  service  activities.  The 
failure  of  the  starter  motor,  it  was 
stated,  was  due  to  overheating  of  the 
armaturo  commutator  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  soften  the  solder  on  the  armature 
I binding  wire,  allowing  it  to  come  off. 

! Recoijomendation- was  made  that  the  Ser- 
j vice  be  instimctod  to  check  over  the 
I starter  and  battery  whenever  it  appears 
j that  more  time  is  required  than  usual 
I for  energizing  the  starter  flj’^^heel. 
j "It  is  believed,"  says  the  Materiel 
Division  Correspondent,  "that  the  Ser- 
vice is  familiar  enough  with  the  inertia 
starter  to  tell  v/itliout  the  use  of  a 
tachometer  when  a starter  flywheel  is 
slov/  in  coming  up  to  speed.  When  this 
condition  exists,  the  starter  should  be 
checked  to  determine  if  engine  oil  has 
leaked  into  the  starter  gearing  and,  if 
so,  the  starter  should  be  changed.  A 
starter  free  from  oil  should  r'on  four 
i minutes  before  the  flywheel  stops  turn- 
1 ing  when  the  initial  speed  of  the  fly- 
wheel  is  12.000  r.p.ra.  An  approximate 
check  on  this  is  sufficient.  If  the 
I starter  is  found  to  tufn  freely,  then 
I the  battery  voltage  should  be  checked 
i while  the  starter  is  being  energized, 
j This  voltage  should  not  drop  below  8.6 
! volts.  The  Materiel- Division  is  work- 
j ing  wi'bh  the  starter  majiufacturer  to 
! develop  a fan-coolad  starter  motor  which 
j will  eliminate  overheating. " 
j oOo— 

I IvIAYO  CLINIC  DOCTORS  VISIT  WRIGHT  FIELD 

I Dr.  W, M.  Boothby  and  Dr.  W.R. Lovelace, 

I of  the  Mayo  Clinic,  Rochester,  Minn., 

I came  to  Wright  Field  during  the  latter 
i part  of  April  to  consult  with  officers 
."i  of  the  Physiological  Research  Laboratory 
; on  the  problems  of  oxygen  administra- 
1 tion.  Er.  Boothby  is  an  expert  on  raeta- 
j bolisra.  The  study  of  the  two  Mayo 
I Clinic  physicians  was  undertaken  on 
i behalf  of  comm-ercial  airlines.  They  .• 
j expressed  themselves  as  being  much  in- 
1 terssted  in  the  equipment  and  the  re- 
j suits  obtained  in  the  Physiological 
Research  Laboratory. 

} oOo — - 

I 

I Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
, j partment,  recently  issued,  Captain  Louis 
- i M.  Merrick,  Air  Corps,  is  relieved  from 
I assignment  and  duty  as  Instructor  of  the 
j 43rd  Division  Aviation,  Connecticut 
I National  Guard,  Hartford,  Conn. , and  as- 
signed to  duty  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  He 
will  be  succeeded  as  Instructor  of  the  ( 
43rd  Division  Aviation  by  Major  Jasper 
K,  McDuffie,  now  on  duty  as  student  at 
, the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School. 
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THE  GHq  AIR  FORGE  MANEUVERS 


Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  Com- 
manding General  of  the  GIIQ,  Air  Force,  _ 
took  off  at  3:00  p.m,  , May  17th,  in  his 
command  plane  enroute  to  Langley  Field, 
Va. , in  the  advance  echelon  as  the  war 


! the  maneuver.  Colonel  Walter  H.  Prank, 

! Chief  of  Staff,  speaking  for  General 
[Andrews,  pointed  to  the  initial  phase 
I wherein  tliree  R-17  Flying  Fortresses 
made  a reconnaissance  flight,  locating 


games  concluded,  and  staffs  and  tactical  ia  commercial  vessel  776  statute _ miles 


units  departed  for  home  stations. 


at  sea,  employing  celestial  navigation, 


Prior  ta  his  departure,  General  Andrews!  and  the  last  phase  of  the  maneuver, 
expressed  complete  satisfaction  with  the  i known  as  the  ^''black-out"  prohlem,  or  air 
handling  of  tactical  units,  the  direction!  raid  drill,  which  was  conducted  success- 


of  the  war  games  "by  the  staffs,  and  em- 
phasized particularly  the  excellence  of 
supply  and  air  hase  plans  and  results. 
The  GHQ,  Air  Force  Commander  emphasized 


the  fact  that,  despite  the  difficult  fly-  91  navigational  training  which  obtains 

• _ 1 _ .2 n .2.-^ j-"'- r\r\r\  t •f’.'i  a iltJA  A T -y*  TTo  


ing  schedules,  involvii^  more  than  7,000 
aircraft  hours,  much  of  which  was  at 
night  and  in  uncertain  weather,  there 
were  no  accidents,  the  most  serious  dam- 
age to  materiel  being  a bent  propeller. 


Army  Air  Corps  officer  or  soldier  suf-|  Air  Corps'  in  the  first  air  raid  drill 
-i -n  inTT-tr  » a +■.  +-.n  I in  America^  ’*Pef  initelv  '*  said  Colon 


fully  at  Farmingdale,  L.I.,  New  York, on 
Monday  evening,  May  16th.  Colonel  Fraifk 
stated  that  the  reconnaissance  mission 
far  to  sea  demonstrated  the  high  state 


in  the  GHQ,  Air  Force.  He  was  particu- 
larly enthusiastic  about  the  thorough 
cooparabion  and  excellent  spirit  demon- 
strated by  the  citizens  in  the  Farming- 
dale  area  in  cooperating  with  the  Army 


No 

fered  the  slightest  injury.  "That,  to 
me,"  Said  General  Andrews,  "is  the  hap- 
piest and  most  satisfying  feature  in  con- 
nection with  these  war  games.  It  also 
emphasizes  the  magnificent  training  and 
superb  flying  skill  of  the  pilots  in  o'Ur 


in  America.  "Definitely,"  said  Colonel 
Frank,  "we  have  learned  from  the  ehr 
raid  drill  many  things  v/hich  will 
strengthen  the  air  defense  of  the 
nation. " 

^ ^ _ On  the  morning  of  May  18th,  all  re- 

Air  Force,  and  it  points  unmistaleably  to  maining  units  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force  be- 


the  excellence  of  their  equipment  and 
the  unequaled  care  with  which,  mainten- 
ance crews  performed  their  arduous  du- 
ties, even  under  the  stress  of  24-hour 
service." 

‘ Prior  to  his  departure,  the  GHQ  Air 
Force  Staff  submitted  to  the  Air  Force 
Commander  brief  suranaries  of  the  opera- 
tions conducted  under  the  supervision  of 
each  branch.  Lieut.  Colonel  Joseph  T. 
McNarney,  G-4,  GHQ  Air  Force,  subm...tted 
the  following  compilation  cf  logistic 
figures: 

Motor  vehicles  employed 400 

Gasoline  distributed  (gals. ).. .400,000 


gan  their  return  to  their  home  stations, 
employing  air  transport.  The  19  tempo- 
rary air  bases  were  expected  to  be  com- 
pletely abandoned  by  sunset  of  that  day. 


Haggard  troops  of  "war"  came  home  to 
Langley  Field  on  Tuesday,  May  17th,  from 
the  "battle  zone,"  where  men  and  planes 
from  this  station  joined  with  others  of 
the  General  Headquarters  Air  Force  in 
defending  the  Northeastern  section  of 
the  Nnited  States  from  a,ttack  by  a 
"coalition  cf  Asiatic  and  European 
powe.rs.  " 

"hirty  airplanes  and  approximately  150 


Bombs  distributed.  ............... 2, 184  | officers  and' enlisted  men  were  included 


Weight  of  bombs  (lbs.) 260,000 

Pood  distributed  (tons  per  day) 10 

Plane  hours  flown  (operations 

only) 2,285 

Plane  miles  flown  (operations 

only). 340,254 

Lieut.  Colonel  C.W.  Lewis,  Signal 
Corps,  Signal  Officer  on  the  GHQ  Air 
Force  Staff,  pointed  out  the  resi’.lts  ob- 
tained in  the  first  trials  of  a complete 
teletype  communications  system  servicing 
widely  separated  units.  Colonel  Lewis 
pointed  out  that  the  teletype  circuits 
involved.  39  machines  and  1,100  miles  of 
wire.  The  average  daily  transfer  of  or- 


in  the  various  contingents  to  return  to 
the  8. ir drome. 

Leading  one  para.de  of  returning  air 
might  was  Lieut.  Colonel  Adlai  H. 
Gilkeson,  Coimanding  Officer  of  the  8th 
Pursuit  Group,  v/ho  was  in  front  of  25 
tv/o-seater  P'lrsuit  planes  which  arrived 
at  the^Feninsula  airdrome  at  3:55  p.m., 
from  Miller  Field,  Nev/  Dorp,  N.Y.  , and 
Camp  Dix,  in  Nexv  Jersey. 

Major  Caleb  V.  Haynes  led  six  "Flying 
Fortress"  Bombers,  one  Martin  B-10  and 
one  Piirsuit  ship  home  from  Harrisburg, 
Pa.  , where  the  49th  Bombarcbiient  Squa.dron 
from  Langley  Field  v/as  stationed.  Three 


ders  and  information  over  this  teletype  of _ the  four-engined  "Flying  Fortresses" 
circuit  was  20,000  words,  and  the  heavi-i which  came  home  behind  Major  Haynes  re- 
est  da;'’  of  the  maneuver  found  30,000  | turned  to  Aberdeen  Proving  Ground, 

words  transferred  over  this  system.  He  1 Phillips  Field,  Md.  , ?/ith  Captain  A.Y. 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  tele type- Smith  in  charge,  to  ferry  personnel  and 
writer  communications  system  had  proved  {equipment  of  the  Second  Bombardment 
w itself  as  a fast  and  reliable  means  of  iGroup.  He  left  Langley  Field  at  osOO 
j)  communications  between  ground  establish- !p.m.  , arrived  at  Aberdeen  at  3:00""p.m.  , 


ments. 


Asked  ta  summarize  the  high  lights  of  ip.m. 


and  returned  to  Langley  Field  at  4:00 
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The  Hamilton  Field  Correspondent  re-  ^nres  that  characterise  preparations  for 


ports  that  the  commotion  which  was  heard 
late  in  the  afternoon  of  May  22nd  was 
only  the  arrival  of  Hamilton  Field’ s Air 
Force  from  the  East  Coast,  where  mimic 
warfare  under  the  najne  of  Air  Force 
Maneuvers  had  “been  held  for  the  past 
three  weeks. 


any  Air  Force  exercise  on  a large  scale. 
I was  impressed,  as  a result  of  my 
"brief  inspection  at  Mitchel  Field  this 
morning,  with  the  fact  that  the  system 
"being  employed  this  year  in  troop  move- 
men  i;  s , estahlishmunt  of  operating  facil- 
ities, and  rapidii-y  of  concentration  is 


('■ 


The  arrivals  consisted  of  four  flights, ! undcu'btedly  superior  to  any  previously 


totaling  ten  Douglas  "B-18  Bomhers.  Lieut 
Co lone 1^ George  E.  Stratemeyer,  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  7th  Bomhardment  Group, 
and  his  flight  of  five  planes;  Major 
Lucas  "V.  Beau,  Jr.  , of  March  Field, 

Calif. , attached  to  the  7th  Bomhardment 
Group  for _ the  duration  of  the  Maneuvers, 
with  a flight  of  three  planes;  Major 
Newton  Longfellow,  Cona-aanding  Officer  of" 
the  88th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  and  1st 
Lieut.  Joseph  J,  Ladd,  Assistant  Engin- 
eering Officer  of  Hamilton  Field,  with 
one  plane  each.  Tiie  planes  were  !].oaded 
to  capacity  with  men  and  eauipment  from 
all  sguadrons  of  the  field."' 

Their  faces  seemed  extremely  happy  as 
they  set  foot  upon  the  terra  lirma  of 
their  home  station  again.  The  ones  v/ho 
seemed  the  happiest,  hov/ever,  were  the 
officers|  wives,  who  had  been  anxiously 
telephoning  the  dispatcher's  office  all 
during  the  afternoon,  requesting  the 
time  of  their  arrival  and  if  any  more 
news  had  been  heard  from  them.  The  com- 
bination^ of  real  mattresses  to  bleep  on, 
real  civilized  food  to  eat  (no  beans) 
and  the  beaming  faces  of  loved  ones  to 
greet  them  made  these  warriors  declare 
their  appreciation  of  "Home,  Sweet  Home." 


erinployed.  I fully  expect  that  the 
practica."bility  of  this  year’s  plan  will 
tie  confirmed  by  the  results  achieved 
when  active  opei-ations  commence.  I wish 
to  congratulate  General  Andrews  and  his 
staff  as  a result  of  v;hat  I have  already 


seen. 


Arriving  unannounced  at  Mitchel  Field, 
N.Y. , at  9:20  a.m,  SDST  nn  the  morning 
of  May  5th,  flying  "bis  Northrop  Attack 
plane.  Major  General  Oscar  We stover, 

Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  was  met  by  the 
Base  Commander  of  Mitchel  Field,  Lieut. 
Colonel  T.O".  Hanley,  Jr.,  Air  Corps,  and 
immediately  set  out  on  an  inspection  of 
the  preparations  made  at  Mitchel  Field 
for  the  direction  of  the  most  realistic 
maneuvers^  ever  held  by  the  GIl'Q,  Air  Force, 
Mitchel  Field  being  the  nerve  center  of 


Air  Force  Head- 
reneral  Frank  M. 


the  exercises,  with  GH 
quarters,  under  Major  I 
Andrews,  Chief  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force,  and 
Wing  Headquarters,  under  Brigadier 
General^ Frederick  L.  Martin,  already  set 
up.  riiis  was  General  b'estover’ s first 
spop  on^a  two  and  one-half  day  insuec- 
tion  trip  v/hich  wa,s  to  take  him  to  all 
the  19  airdromes  in  the  maneuver  area, 
■where  combat  units  of  Bombardment,  Pur- 
siiit  and  Attack  airplanes  were  in  the 
final  stage  of  digging  in  before  the 
start  of  the ^ "war"  on  May  12th. 

Before  taking  off  an  hour  and  a half 
later  for  his  next  stop  at  Farmingdale, 
L.I.,  General  Westover  mo.de  the  follow- 
statement  : 


'Having  an  oprjort-unity  to  observe  the 
maneuvers  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  on  the 
Vifest  Coast  last  year  at  first  hand,  I am 
able  to  grasp  quickly  the  essential  feat- 


' Three  Provisional  Transport  Squadrons 
I bro'oght  to  the  maneuver  area  in  27  air- 
I planes  a total  of  395  officers  and  men. 

! Itie  First  Provisional  Transport  Squad- 
i ron,  equipped  with  eleven  bi-inotored 
j B-18  Douglas  Bombers,  flying  from  March 
i Field  to  the  East  Coast,  with  stops  at 
i BigSs  Field,  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Barks- 
• dale  Field,  Shreveport,  La. included 
I 35  officers  aiio.  meri  of  the  First  Wing 
Headquarters,  22  officers  and  men  of  the 
I 17'b‘n  Attack  Group  Headquarters,  22  offi- 
I cers  and  men  of  the  19oh  Bombardment 
I Group,  20  officers  and  men  of  the  30th 
! BombaXidment  Squadron  and  22  officers  and 
I men  of  the  9p-6h  Attack  Squadron.  This 
I Squadron,  -under  the  coramajid  of  Major 
j Paul  Prentiss,  An.r  Corps,  proceeded  to 
i Schenectady,  N.Y.  ; Groton,  Conn.  , and 
I Hartford,  Conn.  , delivering  officers  and, 
j men  to  their  unit  airdromes  at  those  1 
j cities. 

; Tile  Second  Provisional  Transport 
! Squadron,  equipped  with  five  bi-motored 
j Doi^las  3-18  .a,irp lanes,  in  command  of 
! Major  Newton  Longfellow,  Air  Corps, 

1 f lev/  from  Hamilton  Field,  Calif,  , to 
; Y/estfield,  Conn.  , and  Hartford,  Conn. , 
i wit"n  a stop  at  Sf  lt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
j and  an  overnight  stay  at  Fort  Riley, 

I Kansas.  ’The  officers  and  men  compris- 
ing the  Squadron  on  this  movement  in- 
cluded 33  from  the  7th  Bombardment  Group 
Headquarters  and  23  from  the  9t'h  Bom- 
bardment Squa.dron. 

i The  Third  Provisional  Transport  Squad- 
j ron,  un.der  the  command  of  Captain  E.A. 

Hillery,  Air  Corps,  and  consisting  of 
! ele'ven  "bi-motored  Dcuglas  C-33  air- 
! planes,  flew  to  maneuver  bases  at  Camden, 
j N. J. ; Allentown.  Pa. ; Floyd  Bennett  Air- 
I port  and  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , from 
! Barksdale  Field,  La.  , stops  "being  made 
I at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , and  Langley 
i Field,  Va.  Officers  and  men  participat- 
{ ing  in  this  movement  included  33  from 
j the  I'nird  Wing  Headquarters,.  22  from  the 
20th  Pursuit  Group  Headquarters,  22  from 
the  13Ui  A’btack  Sq^.iaiiroh,  22  fi^om  the 
! 55th  Pursuit  Squadro_n  and  23  from  the 
Third  Attack  Group  Headqirarters. 
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The  three  Wing  Commanders  of  the  GHQ,  ( 
Air  Force,  with  their  respective  staffs, 
reached  the  maneuver  area  on  May  3rd. 
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Brigadier  General  Delos  C.  Emmons,  | 
commanding  the  First  Wing,  set  up  his  j 
headquarters  at  New  Ha.ven,  Conn.  ; Briga-  , 
dier  General  Arnold  IJ.  Krogstad,  command-] 
ing  the  Second  Yifing,  at  Middletown,  Pa.  , : 
and  Brigadier  General  Frederick  L.  ; 

Martin,  commanding  the  Third '\Yi,ng,  at  | 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  . | 

Colonel  "Walter  E.  Frank,  Chief  of  i 

Staff  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force,  arrived  at  j 
Mitchel  Field  on  the  afternoon  of  May  i 
3rd  in  a B-18  Bomher  from  Langley  Field,  i 
Va.  i 

Seven  memhers  of  Major  General  Andrews '| 
staff  arrived  at  Mitchel  Field  on  the  | 
morning  of  May  4th,  and  included _^Colonel  i 
V/alter  G.'  Kilner,  Assistant  Chief  of  i 

Staff,  G-3,  who  was  in  direct  charge  of  j 
air  operations;  Lieut.  Colonel  Russell  L.; 
Maxwell,  Ordnance  Officer;  Lieut. Colonel  j 
C.C.  Drake,  Quartermaster;  Major  Wm,.  W. 
Dick,  GHQ  Air  Force  Adjutant  General;  1 

Major  James  P.  Hodges,  Assistant  Chief  ! 
of  Staff,  G-2;  Major  Walter  Reed,  Acting  i 
Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-2;  and  Major  ! 
C.C.  Chauncey,  Assistant  to  Colonel  I 

Kilner,  G-3.  ! 

— i 

The  system  of  communication,  previously 
referred  to,  capable  of  handling  five 
times  the  traffic  of  the  previous  system 
and  of  handling  it  far  more  quickly,  was 
a teletype  hook-up  to  enable  General  j 

Andrews'  Headquarters  to  conmaunicate  | 

simultaneously  with  all  units  or  to  reach: 
any  unit  individually  without  holding  up  | 
messages  on  other  circuits,  a vitally  | 
important  consideration  wdth  any  air  | 

force,  for  two  reasons;  first,  the  mo-  | 
bility, which  is  a chief  asset  of  an  air  i 
force,  can  be  largely  lost  if  it  cannot  ] 
transmit  its  orders  promptly;  and,  sec-  | 
ond,  an  efficient  telet^i^’pe  system,  re-  i 

placing  radio  communication,  releases  j 

use  of  the  air  for  ground  to  plane  and  i 
interplane  communication.  | 

^Formerly,  messages  could  not  be  trans-  j 
mitted  faster  than  a man  could  t;]^e  them  i 
on  the  machine.  Under ■ the  new  system, 
any  number  of  messages  can  be  punched  ; 
out  on  strips  of  paper  and  held,  like  a i 
pianola  roll,  until  the  line  is  open,  i 

when  they  are  sent  out  by  the  m.achine  at  i 
sixty  words  a minute.  An  instrument 
called  a Perforator,  a sort  of  message 
"storage  box,"  will  record  a communica- 
tion and  hold  it  vhile  right  of  way  is 
given  to  a more  urgent  message.  The 
Perforator  then  sends  its  delayed  mes- 
sage through  at  the  first  opportunity. 

During  the  course  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force 
Maneuvers,  General  Andrews  and  his  Staff 
arranged  extensive  tests  of  new  portable 
field  equipment,  among  them  being  a com- 
plete field  lighting  sj’-stera,  portable  by 
air;  a portable  weather  station;  rolling 
photo  laboratories;  rolling  gasoline 
tank  car;  sealed-in  Air  Food  Containers; 
full  feathering  propellers  (these  can  be 
stopped  in  the  air  to  cut  down  wind  re- 
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si stance  when  one  engine  fails) ; photo- 
flash  bombs  for  night  photography,  and 
portable  lifting  jacks  for  heavy  bombers. 

The  field  lighting  system  consists  of 
a gasoline  generator  for  electric  power, 
runway  and  obstruction  lights,  and  an 
airport  beacon.  The  entire  unit  packed 
in  three  boxes  can  be  carried  in  one  of 
the  larger  tjqjs  airplanes  and  set  up  in 
a short  time.  Should  it  prove  success- 
ful, it  means  tiiat  a Pursuit  Squadron, 
which  does  not  have  landing  li^ts  on 
its  airplanes  because  of  the  weight  fac- 
tor, can  operate  during  war  time  from 
an  unlighted  field  in  a remote  section 
where  no  electricity  is  available.  Such 
a field  would  restrict  or  prohibit 
night  flying  if  a portable  field  light- 
ing system  were  not  available,  with  a 
consequent  loss  of  effectiveness  and  mo- 
bility to  the  air  force.  Ten  sets  of 
this  equipment  were  made  up  for  test  and 
two  special  sets  (these  include  the 
beacon,  which  compares  favorably  with 
permanently  installed  beacons) . 

The  portable  v/eacher  station  consists 
of  a truck  fully  equipped  with  meteoro- 
logical instruments,  weather  maps  and 
radio  for  reception  of  Bureau  of  Air 
Commerce  broadcasts.  A detachable  mast 
is  mounted  on  the  truck's  roof  to  place 
the  windvane  and  anemometer,  which  meas- 
ure wind  velocity,  high  eno'ogh  for  accu- 
rate readings.  Again,  mobility  is  the 
issue,  for  without,  reliable  weather 
forecasts  a squadron's  flying  operations 
may  be  greatly  curtailed  - or  conducted 
at  unnecessary  risk.  In  either  case,  the 
the  advantage  ga.ined  from  the  speed  of 
the  airplanes  is  largely  lost. 

The  rolling  photo  laboratory,.,  , with 
developing  and  printing  equipment  in- 
stalled in  a trailer,  towed  by  a 1^-ton 
truck,  and  constituting  a portable 
photographic  workshop,  can  hand  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a reconnaissance 
squadron  prints  of  an  enemy  airdrome 
within  six  minutes  after  the  reconnais- 
sance plane  has  landed  from  its  mission. 

lio  airplane  is  highly  mobile  without 
gasoline  in  its  taxiks,  hence  the  test 
of  a new  method  of  furnishing  fuel  for 
widely  dispersed  squadrons.  Arrangement 
was  made  with  five  leading  oil  companies 
for  spotting  tank  cars  on  rail  sidings 
within  easy  reach  of  government  gas 
trucks,  these  in  turn  servicing  the  air- 
planes directly.  The  former  system  of 
"spotting"  thousands  of  drums  of  gaso- 
line at  the  sites  to  be  used  by  squad- 
tons  in  tile  field  entailed  a tremendous 
amount  of  work  and  curtailed  mobility 
by  tying  down  squa,drons  to  those  fields 
where  fuel  had  tnus  been  made  available 
in  advance.  Tlie  employment  of  this  sys- 
tem in  the  Maneuvers  would  have  necessi- 
tated 5,540  drums  of  gasoline,  repre- 
senting a total  weight  of  2,515,000  lbs,, 
being  transported  and  rolled  into  place 
on  the  various  airdromes,  or  737  truck- 
loads  from  the  railheads. 
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ENGINEER  OEFICERS  BIG  HELP  TO  MECHANICS 


According  to  the  News  Letter  Correspon- 
dent, the  mechanics  in  the  63rd  School 
Squadron,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  consider 
themselves  very  fortunate  to  have  a 
Squadron  Commander  and  Squadron  Ergineer- 
ing  Officer  who  are  experienced  engineers 
and  test  pilots.  The  Sauadrpn  Commander 
i.s  Captain  Harvey  F.  ^er,  and  the  Engin- 
eering Officer,  1st  Lieut.  Harry  S. 
Bishop,  These  two  officers  served  to- 
gether at  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot.  Lieut. 
Bishop  was  Station  Engineering  Officer  at 
Luke  Field  prior  to  reporting  for  duty  at 
Kelly  Field. 

Both  officers  are  conversant  with  en- 
gineering and  supply  problems  of  the  Air 
Corps,  and  it  is  a great  help  to  the  en- 
listed mechanics  of  the  63rd  School 
Squadron  to  have  such  capable  engineers 
and  test  pilots  in  the  organization.  The 
pilots  quickl^r  diagnose  any  engine,  air- 
plane or  radio  trouble,  in  flight,  mak- 
ing the  mechanic’s  work  much  lighter. 

The  63rd  Squadron  has  Attack  airplanes 
which  have  most  of  the  late  types  of  Air 
Corps  equipment. 

— oOo— — 


FUEL  SER¥ICING  TRUCK 


lighting  system  makes  night  operation 
possible.  In  order  that  maneuverability 
by  means  of  military  trucks  and  tractors 
may  be  accomplished,  a dolly  is  supplied  / 
which  converts  the  semi-trailer  to  a ' 
full  trailer. 

— oOo— 


MEICELIL  FLIGHT  ACROSS  ISTHMUS  OF  PANAMA 


The  Type  F-1  Fuel  Servicing  Truck  has  j 
been  standardized,  according  to  the  News  | 
Letter  Correspondent  at  the  Materiel  Di-  i 
visioni  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  This  i 
truck  IS  of  the  tractor-trailer  type, and  j 
its  capacity  is  tons.  It  is  a six-  j 
wheel,  six-wheel  drive  truck,  with  a 
rocking,  self -aligning,  interchangeable 
coupling  mounted  on  the  chassis  frame 
for  connecting  the  tank  trailer.  The 
semi- trailer  is  of  the  drop  frame,  tan- 
dem dual-wheel  type,  with  a four -compart- 
ment, 4,000<^allon  tank  mounted  thereon. 

The  tank  is  provided  with  emergency 
controls  in  accordance  with  the  rulings 
of  the  Automotive  Cominittee  of  the  Amer- 
ican Petroleum  Institute.  A self-power- 
ed dual  pumping  system  consisting  of  the 
following  equipment  is  provided  on  the 
trailer;  gasoline  engine,  10-14  h.p. | 
tW'3  segregators;  two  pumps;  two  stralnr- 
ers;  two  meters;  two  expansion  (surge) 
chambers  with  pressure  gauges;  four  hose 
reels,  two  of  which  are  used  for  suction 
and  two  for  dispensing;  and  all  necessa- 
ry valves  and  piping.  The  engine  is  en- 
closed by  flame-proof,  fire-resisting 
bulkheads . 

Tile  rear  compartment,  containing  the 
pumping  and  the  gasoline  engine,  is  pro- 
tected by  an  automatic  CO2  fire  extin- 
guishing system,  which  is'  actuated  by- 
sudden  tenperature  rise  or  by  e^losion. 
Manual  control  is  also  provided. 

The  trailer  is  designed  for  a fuel  dis- 
pensing capacity  of  200  gallons  per  min- 
ute, 100  gallons  per  punp,  but  the  system 
can  be  reworked  to  a capacity  of  300  gal- 
lons per  minute  when  the  need  arises.  A 


On  April  27,  IS38,  six  airplanes  from 
the  25th  Bombardment  Squadron,  France 
Field,  Panaim  Canal  Zone,  detached  them- 
selves and  took  up  formation  with  a Pan- 
American  Airway'-s  Douglas  lDG-3  passenger 
plane,  flyii^  from  Albrook  Field  to 
France  Field.  Historical  significance 
could  be  attached  to  this  flight,  for  a 
passenger  in  the  Douglas  transport  was 
Mr,  Robert  G.  Fowler,  who  25  years  ago 
on  that  date,  made  the  first  airplane^ 
flight  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic 
side  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In 
1913,  Mr.  Fowler  flew  a hydroplane 
a.cross  the  Isthmus,  landing  off  the 
point  of  what  is  now  Fort  Randolph.  By 
this  feat,  he  was  the  first  man  ever  to 
have  flown  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean.,  non-stop. 

The  35  miles  between  the  two  oceans 
took  57.  minutes  to  cover.  In  at t existing 
to  beach  his  airplan.e  after  landing, 
minor  damage  occurred  which  became  major 


damage  to  him,  since  there  was  not  an. 

■)lc 


airplane  part  within  a distance  of  a 
thousand  miles  of  him.  The  damage  / 

eventue.lly>"  cost  Mr,  Fowler  $4,000,  which  t 
sum  had  been  offered  to  him  by  the  Costa 
Rican  government  for  an  exhibition 
flight  the  following  week.  The  repair 
of  the  damge  itself  cost  $25,00. 

"In  this  day  and  time,  with  large 
fields  on  each  side  of  the  Canal,  mili- 
tary and  civilian  aircraft  making  the 
trip  mny  times  daily,  we  must  not  mini- 
mize the  accomplishments  of  this  first 
flight,'*  feays-.'tke  Albrook  Field  Corres- 
pondent. "It  took  a man  of  exceptional 
ability  and  courage.  It  took  tremendous 
preparation.  It  blazed  the  way  for 
later  craft,  and  so,  Mr.  Fowler,  the 
pilot  ofiicere  on  duty^  in  Panama  salute 
you.  " 

— oOo— 


Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment, recently  issued,  Brigadier 
General  James  E,  Chaney,  Air  Corps,  upon 
the  expiration  of  his  appointment  as 
Assistant  to  bhe  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
July  16, .1928,  is  relieved  from  assign- 
ment and  duty  at  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  and  as- 
signed to  the  conEoand  of  Mitchel  Field, 

Nevw  York. 

The  appointment  of  Brigadier  General 
George  H.  Brett,  Air  Corps,  as  Wing  Com- 
mander, with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  Gener-  m 
al,  and,  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  (|! 
the  19th  Wing,  Albrook  Field,  Panama 
(Continued  on  Page  11). 
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Am  1 LEARU.D1)  ABOUT  .'FLYIHG-  FROM.  TIiAT 


We  pilots  were  prone  to  think  that  be- 
cause regu-latione  require'  the  use  of 
oxygen  in  flights  above  15,000  feet  alti- 
tude, it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to 
oxygen  at  lower  levels  than  this.  Per- 
haps many  of  us  have  come  home,  after 
having  flown  over  the  top  from  10,000  to 

12,000  feet  for  a considerable  length  of 
time,  and  have  been  informed  later  in 
the  evening  by  our  better  halves  or  room 
mates  that  we  were  certainly  allowing 
flying  to  get  us  down  and  that  it  was 
pretty  tou§h  to  have  to  put  up  with  one 
of  those  birds  who  takes  his  flying  so 
seriously  that  four  or  five  hours  in  the 
air  would  turn  him  into  a perfect 
"Grouch. " 

Our  retort  in  such  cases  has  usually 
beens  "Oh,  it’s  just  the  noise  of  that 
motor  that  has  deafened  me;  I can’t  hear 
a thirfe  you  say  and,  besides,  it  may 
have  been  something  I ate." 

Experience  has  recently  shown,  however, 
that  such  "grouches"  were  usually  caused 
by  lack  of  oxygen  at  high  altitudes  and 
not  by  any  worry  induced  by  weather  con- 
ditions, fear  of  motor  failure  or  the 
like. 

Now,  grouchiness  is  not  our  normal 
statej  but  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  in  flying  at  high  altitudes  the 
oxygen  supply  has  been  insufficient  and 
has  rendered  us  abnormal  in  a psycholog- 
ical sense.  An  instance  of  this  was  re- 
cently brou^t  to  the  author  ’ s mind  when 
flying  between  two  Arny  fields  400  odd 
miles  apart.  Weather  conditions  were 
excellent,  both  at  the  place  of  take-off 
and  at  the  place  of  landing,  but  for  350 
miles  between  these  two  fields,  however, 
low  clouds,  dense  rain  and  generally 
poor  flying  conditions  under  the  clouds 
confronted  our  hero,  so  he  promptly  went 
over  the  top.  Ihis  was  not  as  simple  as 
it  sounds,  for  over  the  top  meant  an  al- 
titude of  13,000  feet  - sometimes  1.3,500 
feet  - to  avoid  plunging  through  turbu- 
lent cloud-mountain  neaks  which  were 
strewn  along  the  way". 

A rather  strong  wind  was  blowing  across 
the  course,  which  necessitated  crabbing 
a bit  to  keep  on  the  radio  range  beacon 
course.  With  the  "N"  (-.)  signaJ  dron- 
ing in  his  ears  and  the  cloud  bank  below 
his  airplane,  the  boy  pilot  headed  to- 
wards his  destination.  The  drone  of  the 
radio  range  beacon  signal  became  tire- 
some, so  the  radio  was  switched  off  and 
it  was  not  until  an  hour  later  that  it 
was  switched  on  again  to  confirm  the 
fact,  or  the  hope,  that  the  plane  was 
s.till  on  its  course. 

When  the  radio  was  again  switched  on, 
the  droning  sound  came  in  much  stronger 
than  it  had  before,  but  whether  the  sig- 
nal was  the  "N"  (-.)  or  "A"  (.-) 
signal  it  was  almost  impossible  to  de- 
termine. It  was  several  minutes  before 
the  pilot  was  sure  that  he  heard  a -. 


instead  of  a signal.  At  this  time 
the  radio  range  beacon  station  was 
passed,  and  again  the  radio  was  turned 
off,  as  the  pilot  v/as  quite  sure  of  the 
con^ass  course  that  he  must  fly  in  or- 
der to  keep  on  the  air  line.  It  was 
one  and  one-half  hours  later  when  the 
radio  wus  again  turned  on.  This  time, 
however,  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
to  determine  whether  the  .-  or  the  -. 
signal  was  sounding  in  the  earphones. 
There  were  two  notes,  one  following  the 
other.  The  pilot  was  quite  uncertain 
as  to  which  was  the  da^i  and  which  note 
was  the  dot. 

It  was  not  until  he  had  purposely 
turned  from  his  course  and  had  gotten 
quite  a distance  off  the  radio  range  or 
away  from  the  tvdlight  zone  that  his 
dulled  conception  made  the  signal  evi- 
dent to  him. 

The  pilot  had  never  before  experienced 
any  trouble  in  distinguishing  between 
the  and  the  .-  signal,  so  he  assumed 
that  the  fact  that  he  was  flying  at 
between  12,000  and  13,000  feet  altitude 
for  several  hours  without  oxygen  was 
the  cause  of  so  dulling  his  senses. 

Two  days  later,  the  pilot  subjected 
this  theory  or  assumption  to  the  test, 
for  on  the  return  to  his  home  station 
he  purposely  went  aloft  to  the  same 
altitude,  used  oxygen,  flew  around  for 
three  hours  at  that  altitude,  and  had 
no  trouble  at  all  in  readily  distinguish- 
ing between  these  two  signals. 

“What  the  pilot  learned  in  this  case 
was  that  oxj^gen  is  quite  necessary  for 
long  flights  below  15,000  feet  as  it  is 
for  shorter  flights  above  15,000  feet. 

Circular  No.  17,  War  Department,  March 
28,  1938,  amending  paragraph  29a  of  Army 
Reflations  95-15,  states; 

"a.  Except  in  urgent,  unforeseen  emer- 
gencies, all  personnel  will  use  artifi- 
cial oxygen  at  all  times  while  partici- 
pating in  flights  above  15,000  feet. 
Artificial  oxygen  will  also  be  used  when 
remaining  at  an  altitude  below  15,000 
feet  but  in  excess  of  12,000  feet  for 
periods  of  two  hours  or  longer  duration 
and  when  participating  in  flights  below 

12.000  feet  but  at  or  in  excess  of 

10.000  feet  for  periods  of  six  hours  or 
longer  di’oration. " 


In  an  article  on  the  subject  of  Avia- 
tion Medicine,  published  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Aeronautical 
Sciences,  Captain  Harry  G,  Armstrong, 
Medical  Corps,  of  the  Ph^^siological  Re- 
search Laboratory,  Air  Corps  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  states 
that  operation  at  the  higher  altitudes 
produces  a condition  of  oxygen  want  in 
the  body;  that  oxygen  is  the  most  vital 
of  the  Dodily  requirements,  and  that 
while  the  lack  of  food  and  water  may  be 
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tolerated  for  days,  oxygen  must  le  sup-  .. 
plied  almost  continuously  and  in  ade- 
quate amounts,  for  the  "body  only  carries 
a reserve  of  approximately  400  cc. , suf- 
ficient for  about  1^1  minutes. 

As  one  ascends  above  sea  level,  the 
atmospheric  pressure  becomes  less,  and 
consequently  the  partial  pressure  of 
oxygen  becomes  less.  This  change  is 
such  that  the  partial  pressure  of  atmos- 
pheric oxygen  is  reduced  bj^  one-fourth 
at  7700  feet;  one-half  at  17,980  feet 
and  three-fourths  at  33,000  feet. 

From  the  figures  given  by  Captain 
Armstrong,  it  may  be  assumed  that  in 
flying  between  12,000  and  13,500  feet 
without  o:^gen,  the  partial  pressure  of 
atmospheric  oxj’gen  is  reduced  by  approx- 
imately one-third. 

Captain  Armstrong  goes  on  further  to 
say  that  oxygen- want  acts  very  much  like 
alcoholism.  In  most  cases  the  more  one 
is  affected  the  better  one  feels.  It 
affects  judgment  and  memory  and  one  who 
is  under  its  Influence  is  not  respon- 
sible for  his  actions  or  for  his  subse- 
quent statements.  "It  is  regrettable," 
he  says,  "that  oxygen-want  is  not  an  ex- 
tremely painful  process." 

Explaining  that  from  the  strictly  med- 
ical standpoint  the  specific  altitude 
above  which  o^gen  should  be  administer- 
ed to  pilots  cannot  now  or  can  it  ever 
be  answered  by  a single,  simple  state- 
ment, Captain  Armstrong  states  that  it 
varies  with  the  individual,  the  altitude 
at  which  he  resides,  the  rate  of  climb, 
the  duration  of  the  flight,  the  frequen- 
c,y  of  flights,  and  the  lapse  of  time 
since  a previous  flight  at  altitude. 

At  the  Materiel  Division  it  has  been 
determined,  that  the  effect  of  oxygen- 
want  is  not  only  proportional  to  the  al- 
titude but  also  to-  the  time  spent  at  any 
altitude.  It  has  been  determined  that 
flights  of  long  durations  at  altitudes 
as  low  as  8000  feet  have  produced  a pro- 
found fatigue  which  requires  48  hours 
for  recovery.  Other  studies  at  the  Ma- 
teriel Division  which  are  not  yet  com- 
plete indicate  that  relatively  mild  de- 
grees of  oxygen-want  are  much  more  seri- 
ous than  was  previously  thought  and  that 
it  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  promin- 
ent causes  of  pilot  fatigue. 

«__o0o— 

OESSElfAhCS  OF  lATIOML  AIR  MAIL  ¥ESK 

In  the  observance  of  national  Air  Mail 
Week,  May  15th  to  21st,  the  San  Antonio 
Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  as  one 
of  the  large  Air  Corps  Depots,  was  glad 
to  enter  whole-heartedly.  On  national 
Air  Mail  Pick-Dp  Day,  May  19th,  the  San 
Antonio  Post  Office  dispatched  eight 
airplanes,  piloted  by  prominent  San 
Antonians  engaged  in  aviation,  to  vari- 
ous towns  in  its  surrounding  feeder 
areas  to  pick  up  air  mail  for  transmis- 
sion throughout  the  nation.  One  of 


these  trip's  was  to  the  Army  stations  in 
the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio,  and  this 
airplane,  piloted  by  Jack  Beretta,  land-  } 
ed  at  Duncan  Field  on  the  afternoon  of 
the-  19-th.'  An  enormous  amount  of  air  i 
'iakil  was  collected  at  this  station  for 
this  trip  and  bore  a Duncan  Field  insig- 
nia stamu.  This  was  first  deposited  at 
tile  -South  San  Antonio  Post  Office  for 
special'  cancella,tion,  and  was  then  re- 
turned to  the  Fi.eld,  to  be  picked  up  by 
the  plane,  by  Mrs.  C.S.  Fowler,  Post- 
mistress of  South  San  Antonio,  accom- 
panied by  a -group  of  South  San  Antonio 
Bchool  girls  who  had  contributed  essays 
in  a recent  statewide  air  mail  contest. 

— oOo-— 

AIR  LIAISOII  IRSTRUCTIOIT  IE  PHILIPPICS 

For  the  past  few  weeks,  officers  from 
Corregidor,  Stotsenburg,  McKinley  and 
Santiago,  Philippine  Islands,  at  the 
rate  of  about  six  per  week,  have  been 
attached  to  the  2nd  Observation  Squad- 
ron, Hicliols  Field,  P.I.,  for  liaison 
instruction.  They  T/ere  given  Observa- 
tion Sauadron  instruction  the  first 
three  days  and  Bombardment  for  the  last 
three.  In  general,  the  instruction.,  in- 
volved organization,  equipment  and  train- 
ing objective  of  Air  Corps  units  in  the 
Philippine  Department,  care  and  nainten- 
ance  of  parachutes,  organization,  equip- 
ment and  training  objectives  of  Observa- 
tion and  Bombardment  Aviation,  to  in- 
clude air  observation  and  borabar&nent  ( 
missions  for  those  officers  desiring  to 
participate  in  aerial  flights,  and  the 
use  of  photographic  equipment.  Tlie  last 
day  was  usually  devoted  to  a group  of 
tactical  exercises  in  which  the  ground 
officers  acted  as  observers. 

— oOo— 

Aimrimsmj  of  dedicatioi  of  chapel 

The  third  anniversary  of  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Langley  Field  post  chapel 
wdll  be  observed  on  June  19tli  with”  a 
special  ceremony  by  Chaplain.  Silas  E. 
Decker  of  the  Air  Base. 

Appropriate  ceremonies  have  been 
plaimed  for  the  occasion,  and  the  prin- 
cipal address  will  be  made  by  Colonel 
Alva  J.  Brasted,  Post  Chaplain  of  Fort 
Belvoir,  Ya,  Chaplain  Brasted,  former 
Chief  of  Chaplains  of  the  United  States 
dedicated  the  Langley  Field  Chapel 
on  June  16,  1935.  1 

The  Langley  Field  Chapel  is  one  of  the  I 
most  modern  in  the  entire  United  States 
Army,  ®ie  architectural  design  of  the 
structure  makes  it  Imposing  and  stately.  , 
It  was  built  at  a cost  of  $110,000,  and  i 
is  located  on  Dodd  Boulevard,  one  of  the  I 
main  thoroughfares  of  the  airdrome. 
Religious  worship  for  both  Protestants 
and  Catholics  is  conducted  each  Sunday 
morning  and,  in  addition,  a Sunday 
(Continued  on  Page  11). 
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THE  GHq  AIH  EORCS  Ml^VERS 
By  Harris  B.  Hull 
Reprinted  from  the  ’’Sperryscope. 


The  most  realistic  air  exercise  ever 
conducted  by  the  U, S.  Army  were  held  in 
May,  when  more  then  three  thousand  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  General  Headquarters 
Air  Eorce  flew  into  Hew  England,  convert- 
ed twenty  commercial  airports  into  tempo- 
rary military  operating  bases,  and  "del 
fended"  the  Atlantic  Coast  from  an 
"enemy"  attack. 

Someone  has  characterised  these  exten- 
sive maneuvers  as  "war  games."  But  when 
Army  Pursuit,  Attack  and  Bombardment 
lanes  assembled  from  all  over  the  coun- 
ry  fly  nearly  a million  and  a l^alf 
milesj  trainsport  three  million  pounds  of 
materiel,  and  then  simulate  a wartime 
situation  full  of  long,  hard  flying  mis- 
sions operated  during  the  day  and  at 
night,  in  good  and  bad  weather,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  this  is  no  "game." 

The  success  of  the  1938  summer  maneuv- 
ers is  well  known  to  almost  every  news- 
paper reader.  Difficult  missions  were 
completed  on  split  second  accuracy.  And 
happily  there  were  no  accidents.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  exercises  every  offi- 
cer and  man  from  Major  General  Frank  M. 
Andrews,  commanding,  to  the  youngest  en- 
listed soldier  could  well  afford  to  feel 
proud  that  he  had  played  some  part.  On 
all  sides,  from  official  and  from  pri- 
vate source B,  came  congratulations  of  a 
job  well  done. 

Almost  as  interesting  and  just  as  im- 
portant as  the  conduct  of  the  actual 
maneuvers  was  the  assembly  of  the  GHQ, 

Air  Force  from  home  stations  to  the  tem- 
porary "war"  bases.  Ikom  the  west  came 
Brigadier  General  Delos  C.  Emmons  and 
his  First  Wing.  Up  from  Langley  Field 
c^e  Brigadier  General  Arnold  H.  Krogs- 
tad  with  his  units,  including  the  famous 
"Flying  Fortresses."  Brigadier  General 
Frederick  L,  Martin  led  his  Third  Wing 
from  the  South. 

The  northern  sector  of  the  Hew  England 
area  was  taken  over  by  General  Emmons' 
Wing,  with  headquarters  at  Hew  Haven, 
Connecticut,  and  vdth  tactical  units 
based  at  Hartford  and  Groton,  Conn. ; 
Westfield,  Mass. ; Schenectady  and  Albany, 
Hew  York,  General  Krogstad' s Second 
Wing  operated  in  the  South  v/ith  headquar- 
ters at  Middletown,  Pa.  Units  of  the 
Second  Wing  operated  out  of  Lancaster, 
Allentown  and  Harrisburg,  Pa. ; Aberdeen, 
Md. ,_and  Camden,  Hew  Jersey.  General 
Martin's  Third  Wing  occupied  the  center 
sector  with  headquarters  at  Mitchel 
Field,  Long  Island,  and  with  units  locat- 
ed at  Farmingdale,  Grumman  Field,  Roose- 
velt Field  and  Floyd  Bennett  Airport  on 
Long  Island;  Miller  Field  on  Statien  Is- 
land, and  Camp  Dix,  Hew  Jerses?".  With 
the  GHQ,  Air  Force  installed  at  these  un- 
familiar airports,  a detailed  "General 
Situation"  was  announced  and  defense 


I plans  started. 

i Briefly,  the  tactical  situation  pre- 
I sented  to  General  Andrews  and  his  staff 
i officers  at  Mitchel  Field  was  this; 

I "War  exists  between  a coalition  of 
I Asiatic  and  European  powers,  Black,  and 
j the  United  States,  Blue,  Canada  and 
j Mexico  are  neutral.  Kie  Blue  Main  Fleet 
1 based  on  Hawaii,  is  engaged  in  defensive 
j operations  in  the  Pacific;  Blue  naval 
i forces  in  the  Atlantic  are  sufficient 
j for  coast  patrol.  The  GHQ  Air  Force  is 
j ordered  to  concentrate  in  the  Hew  Eng- 
land area.  Tlie  fleet  of  a European 
i power,  a member  of  the  coalition,  is  es- 
I corting  troop  transports.  Information 
j indicates  this  force  intends  to  attack 
j in  the  Hew  England  area. " 

I At  the  outbreak  of  "hostilities"  it 
j was  apparent  to  General  Andrev/s  that 
i more  detailed  iniorma.tion  of  the  "enemy" 

I was  needed. immediately.  To  obtain  this, 
j three  of  the  "Flying  Fortresses"  were 
j dispatched  on  a 1,500-mile  non-stop  re- 
j connaissance  flight  out  over  the 
I Atlantic. 

! This  impressive  flight,  conducted  un- 
; der  adverse  weather  conditions  to  a dot 
I in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  750  miles  at  sea, 
i proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting 
I phases  of  the  maneuvers.  Without  ad- 
! vance  notice,.  Major  G.V.  Haynes  and  Cap- 
j tains  Cornelius  Cousland  and  A.Y.  Smith 
I were  ordered  to  take  off  in  their  four- 
engined  Boeing  Bombers  and  conduct  this 
I mission.  As  there  was  no  real  enemy 
; lurking  out  in  the  Atlantic,  it  was  de- 
I cided  that  the  pilots  should  find  the  ei 
j tirely  friendly  Italian  liner  R.EX,  whicl. 

; was  proceeding  to  Hev/  York.  Certain 
j sketchy  information  concerning  the  REX' s 
j course  was  given  to  the  navigators,  and 
j out  to  sea  they  flew  in  land-type  air- 
i planes  on  a flight  unprecedented  in  Air 
1 Corps  history.  The  trackless  wastes  of 
the" Atlantic  were  rain-swept  as  the  big 
"Fortresses"  thundered  on  for  four 
hours.  The  navigators  sav/  their  instru- 
ments "hit  the  roof"  as  the  "bottom 
dropped  out"  when  line  squalls  and  wind 
I shifts  were  encountered. 

I Yet  under  these  handicaps  they  navi- 
j gated  accurately,  for  after  four  hours 
I of  flying,  the  REX  was  sighted  at 
j "Twelve  o’clock,"  which  means  "dead 
! ahead"  or  "right  on  the  nose,"  Having 
I found  the  REX,  the  three  bombers  circled 
! the  ship,  Major  George  Goddard,  ace  Air 
Corps ^photographer,  taking  a picture  of 
the  big  liner  v/ith  tv/o  of  the  bombers 
shown  flying  beside  her.  Heedless  to 
say,  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the  REX 
were  surprised  to  see  giant  planes  cir- 
cling overhead. 

The  mission  completed,  Major  V.J. 
Meloy,  Group  Executive  Officer,  called 
Captain  Attilio  Frugone  of  the  REX  on 
9-  V-7749,  A.C. 


the  radio  ejid  exchanged  greetings.  With  j naturally  falls  on  the  actua.l  flying 
true  Italian  courtesy,  the  REX’ s Captain  imiseiOT.s  on  which  officers  and  men  work 


invited  Meloy  to  luncheon.  However,  as 
the  "Fortresses”  are  land  planes,  Majo: 
Meloy  declined  with  thanks  and  ordeied 
the  planes  to  proceed  back  to  Mitchel 
Field. 


out  simulated  war  problems.  However, 
the  staff  at  General  Andrews’  headcioar- 
ters  was  eq-oally  interested  in  observ- 
ing and  stuclj''ing  the  supplementary 
ground  equipment,  some  of  which  were  un- 


Adverse  weather  conditions  were  encoun-|  dergoing  the  first  field  trials.  In  the 
tered  again  on  the  ret’orning  flight,  but  | final  analysis,  an  air  force  can  have 


the  big  ships  arrived  home  cn  schedule 
with  enough  gasoline  left  for  several 
more  hours  of  cruising. 

Second  in  interest  only  to  the  long 
range  reconnaissance  flight  was  the 
"Blackout"  of  Farmingdale,  Long  Island. 


the  finest  airplanes  and  the  best  pilots, 
but  unless  the'*’  supply  system,  the  commu- 
nications net,  the  field  lighting  eqaip- 
ment,  and  many  other  pieces  of  field 
equipment  have  mobility,  the  airplanes 
cannot  be  flown  efficiently.  During  the 


Although  "Blackouts"  frequently  are  prac-jMay  maneuvers  the  GHQ^  tried  out  its  new 
ticed  abroad  in  order  to  make  it  difii-  ! communications  net.  “This  features  a 


cult  for  approaching  bombers  to  "spct"  ' teletype  hook-up  which  enables  ccramand- 
their  targets,  none  ever  has  been  held  | ing  officers  to  communicate  simultane- 
in  the  United  States.  As  Farmingdale  is  | cusly  with  all  uaits  or  to  reach  any 
the  home  of  the  Seversky  and  Grumman  air-iunit  individually  without  holding  up 
plane  factories  and  is  therefore  a typic-l  messages  on  other  circuits.  As  a re- 


al target  for  hostile  bombardment,  it 
was  chosen  for  this  air  raid  drill. 

In  other  "Blackouts"  drills  main 
switches  have  been  pulled  at  the  power 
houses  and  areas  darkened.  In  the  Farm- 
ingdale  drill,  however,  it  was  decided 
to  solicit  the  cooperation  of  civic  au- 
thorities and  to  request  that  lights  be 
turned  out  voluntarily  in  each  home  and 
place  of  business.  Incidentally,  this 
plan  was  decided  upon  when  an  officer 
remembered  that  in  a recent  European 
"Blackout,"  when  switches  were  pulled, 


a surgeon  was  just  readj'"  to  operate.  The 


operation  was  performed  with  consider- 
able difficulty. 


The  officials  ana  residents  of  Farm- 


ingdale responded  to  the  air  raid  drill 


suit,  the  air  can  be  used  exclusively 
for  ground- to -plane  and  interplane  com- 
munl cation. 

Formerly,  messages  could  not  be  trans- 
mitted faster  than  a man  could  type 
_ them  on  a machine.  Under  the  ne?/  system, 
j any  number  of  messp~ges  can  be  punched 
I out  cn  strips  of  paper  and  held  until 
; the  line  is  open,  when  they  are  sent  out 
i at  sixty  words  a minute.  This  is  accom- 
iplished  through  the  use  of  an  instrument 
j called  a "Perforator"  which  serves  as  a 
isort  of  message  "Storage  Box," 
i A new  field’ lighting  system  also  was 
I given  tests  d-'oring  the  exercises.  With  / 
itliis  system  a Pursuit  squadron  can  cper- 
late  from  a remote  field  not  equipped 
I with  adequate  landing  lights.  Such  a 


with  enthysiastic  cooperation,  prnen  the  ; field  would  restrict,  if  not  prohibit 


bombing  planes  were  heard  approachxng, _ : night  flying  if  a portable  lighting  pys- 


the  warning  was  given  by  siren  and  radio,;  tern  were  not,  available , with  a conse- 


and  out  went  Farmingdale ’ s lights. 

"We  couldn’t  see  anything,"  cne  pilot 


quent  loss  of  effectiveness  and  mobility 
to  the  air  force. 


said  later.  "It  might  just  as  well  have  : Another  piece  of  supplementary  ground 
been  a wheat  field  at  midnight  in  Texas,  j equipment  was  a portable  weather  station. 

We»  4-Vi  -h  o 4*  tTrlw  +-V.  c,  r\'F  i (TTI-.  -i.-,  ^ 


We  thought  that  when  the  residents  of 
Farmingdale  turned  out  the  lights  we 
would  be  able  to  find  the  city,  as  we 
expected  that  the  other  nearby  towns 
would  be  well  lighted.  But  apparently 
everyone  lived  in  Farmingdale  Vne  night 
of  May  16,  or  else  they  just  decided  to 
make  it  hard  ior  us.  Because  everyone 
for  miles  around  had  his  lights  off. " 

Groping  through  the  night,  unable  to 
find  Farmingdale,  the  pilots  of  the  bom- 
bers dropped  flares.  These  turned  out 
to^be  a help  to  the  defending  Pursuit 
units  which  immediately  were  dispatched 
from  Seversky  Field,  object  of  the  bomb- 
ing raid.  The  Bombers  were  spotted  as 


This  rolling  v/eather  office  consists  of 
ia  truck  fully  equipped  ?/ith  meteorolog- 
iical  instruments,  weather  maps  and  radio. 
A detachable  mast  is  mounted  on  the 
truck’ s roof  to  place  the  wind  vane  and. 
anemometer,  which  measures  wind  velocity, 
high  enough  for  a-ccurate  readings. 

Ordnance  arrangements  "under  Lieut. 
Colonel  Russell  L.  Maxwell,  the  GHQ  Ord- 
nance Officer,  played  an  important  part 
in  the  maneuvers.  'The  largest  comple- 
ment of  ordnance  personnel  and  stores 
ever  used  in  peace  time  air  exercise 
were  employed.  Shortage  of  ordnance  ma- 
terials in  the  past  has  made  it  necessa- 
ry for  tactical** units  on  maneuvers  to 


they  criss  crossed  Long_ Island  searching  use  sand-filled  practice  bombs  and  a 


for  the  aircraft  factories,  Uo  bombs 
Yiere  popped,  of  course,  the  pilots 


limited  load  of  high  explosive  bombs.  In 
the  May  maneuvers  full  loads  were  car- 


agreeing  that  had  the  aircraft  factories  iried  on  many  missions 
been  an  actual  target,  it  would  have  _ | Instead  of  100-pound  practice  bombs 

been  difficult  to  know  when  to  do  their  'representing  1,100-pound  demolition  hombs^j 


bombing. 


I actual  bombs  were  carried,  sizes  varying  "j 


During  any  maneuver  problem  such  as  thq  f rcm  the  25-pound  fragmentation  bomb  em- 
GHQ  exercises,  the  spotlight  of  interest  jpioyed  by  attack,  the  lOO-poimd  practice 
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TRAITSPORT  PLANTS  POP  THE  MANEUVERS 


and  high  explosive  homh,  the  300-ponnd 
practice  bomb  and  the  SOO-ponud  high  ex- 
plosive bomb  to  the  IjlOO-pomid  demoli- 
tion bomb. 

In  addition  to  arrangements  for  bomb- 
ing, Colonel  Maxwell,  as  Ordnance  Offi- 
cer of  the  GHQ,j  was  reanired  to  provide 
aerial  and  anti-aircraft  machine  gun  am- 
munition, ball  and  tracer  machine  ^un 
ammunition,  ballistic  data  for  bomb- 
sights,  distress,  signal  and  parachute 
flares,  as  well  as  many  other  types  of 
ordnance  equipment. 

Tactical  phases  of  the  maneuvers  com- 
pleted on  Ma^y  17,  after  a five-day 
"war,"  General  Andrews  ordered  an  aerial 
assembly  at  West  Point,  New  York.  High 
above  the  Military  Acaden^r  the  Army 
pianes  assembled  and  then  formed  a line 
which  flew  over  Mitchel  Field  in  salute 
to  the  Commanding  General  and  his  staff, 
which  consisted  of  Colonel  W.H.  Frank, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  Cousins _,  Major 
James  Hodges,  Colonel  W.G.  Kilner  and 
Lieut.  Colonel  Joseph  McNarney. 

The  last  of  the  planes  gone  and  on 
their  way  to  their  home  stations,  offi- 
cers at  Mitchel  had  an  opportruiity  to 
inspect  the  giant  XB-15,  a new  Bomber 
built  by  Boeing  for  the  Army.  This  ship, 
largest  land  plane  ever  built  in  this 
country,  is  the  latest  development  in 
long  range  Bombardment  aircraft.  In  com- 
ing maneuvers,  planes  of  this  type  are^ 
almost  sure  to  play  an  inportant  part  in 
increasing  the  range  of  reconnaissance 
flying  even  farther  than  v/as  achieved  by 
the  "Fortresses"  on  their  flight  out  to 
the  REX. 

oOo- — 

19TH  WING  GREETS  BEPARTIvlENT  COMMANDER 

^Twenty-seven  airplanes  from  the  19th 
Wing  flew  a greeting  formation  on  April 
27th,  last,  on  the  return  of  Major  Gen- 
eral David  L,  Stone,  Commanding  General 
of  the  Panama  Canal  Department,  who  had 
been  in  the  States  for  two  months  under- 
going examination  and  treatment  at  the 
Walter  Reed  General  Hospital. 

"We  are  glad  to  have  him  back  with  us 
in  such  good  health,"  comments  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent. 

.oOo 


PLIGHT  HAZARD  REMOVED  FROM  DUNCAN  FIELD 

"It  was  with  great  satisfaction,"  re- 
ports the  News  Letter  Correspondent  from 
the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field, 
Texas,  "that  authority  was  recently  re- 
ceived from  the  Quartermaster  General 
for  removal  and  sale  of  the  Lower  Water 
Tank  at  this  Depot.  This  tank,  which 
stands  on  a 138-foot  steel  tower,  is  lo- 
cated at  the  junction  of  two  branches  of 
the  new  airplane  runway  at  Duncan  Field 
.and  has  long  constituted  a serious 
Ilf  light  hazard, " 


In  the  recent  GHQ,  Air  Force  Maneuvers 
on  the  East  Coast,  the  San  Antonio  Air 
Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  loaned  its 
two  C-33  transports,  with  crews,  for 
duty  with  the  3rd  Provisional  Transport 
Squadron,  one  for  the  initial  concentra- 
tion, April  30th  to  May  8th,  and  the 
other  for  the  final  evacuation,  beginnir:g 
May  17th.  Kie  first  crew  was  composed 
of  Lieut.  L.P.  Kleinoeder,  pilot;  Lieut. 
C.B.  Collier,  co-pilot,  and  Staff  Sgt. 
W.M.  Cornell,  mechanic.  The  second  crew 
consisted  of  Lieut.  P.S.  Blair,  pilot; 
Staff  Sergeant  F.O.  Tyler,  co-pilot, 
and  Staff  Sergeant  G.L.  McCollum,  mech- 
anic. These  men  reported  a very  in- 
teresting and  instructive!  as  well  as  an 
exciting  experience  on  this  duty. 

oOo — >- 

LANGLEY  FIELD  CHAPEL  (From  Page  P) 

School  provides  religious  instruction 
for  the  children  of  the  Post. 

The  chapel  has  a large  vested  choir 
and  an  expensive  pipe  organ, 

: oOo- 

CHANGES  AFFECTING  A. C.  GENERAL  OFFICERS 
(Continued  from  Page  6) 


Canal  Zone, 
1938,  he  is 
fice  of  the 
Washington, 
his  present 


terminating  on  October  2^, 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Of- 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 

D.C. , upon  the  completion  of 
tour  of  foreign  service. 
Brigadier  General  Barton  E.  Yount,  Air 
Corps,  is  relieved  from  command  of  the 
18th  Wing  and  from  further  duty  at 
Hickam  Field,  Territory  of  Hawaii,  and 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  Randolph  Field,  Texas. 
oOo 

Previous  orders  assigning  Lieut.  Col. 
Benjamin  G.  Weir,  upon  the  expiration  of 
his  tour  of  duty  in  Panama,  to  March 
Field,  Calif. , have  been  amended,  and  he 
is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Yv'ashington,  D.C. 


The  following-named  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers, upon  completion  of  their  present 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps 
Ta-ctical  School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  , 
are  assigned  to  duty,  as  follows: 

Major  Kenneth  McGregor  with  the  Organ- 
ized Reserves,  5th  Corps  Area,  Schoen 
Field,  Indiana. 

Captain  Clifford  P.  Bradley  with  the 
Organized  Reserves,  9th  Corps  Area, 
Seattle f Wash. 

Captain  Cecil  E.  Henry  to  the  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washirig- 
ton,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Minton  W.  Kaye  to  the 
Hawaiian  Department. 

[ 1st  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Schoenlein  to  the 
I Philippine  Department. 
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RANDOLPH  FIELD  OBSERVES  AIR  MU  WEEK 
By  tLe  News  Letter  Correspondent 

Randolph  Field  is  the  West  Point  of 
the  Air.  Perhaps  at  no  other  place  are 
there  as  many  persons  so  vitally  inter- 
ested in  all  phases  of  flying.  This  in- 
terest is  not  confined  to  the  Air  Corps 
personnel  stationed  herej  hut  is  evidenc- 
ed by  all  persons  residi:^  here.  The 
school  children  are  particularly  enthuei- 
aetic.  The  beauty  of  Randolph  Field  en- 
hances this  interest  in  flj’lng.  No  per- 
son can  live  here  without  becoming  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  aviation's 
pioneers.  Visitors  vievdng  our  Field 
for  the _ first  time  catch  a glimpse  of 
this  spiritj  and  attempt  to  express  -to 
whomsoever  is  at  hand  the  emotion  that 
they  feel.  They  are  proud  to  be  a part 
of ^ the  nation  that  has  made  the  West 
Point  of  the  Air  what  it  is  - the  great- 
est^ institution  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Air  Mail  leek  was  appropriately  observr 
ed  by _ pur  personnel.  To  Mr,  Fred  A. 
Benedict,  the  Randolph  Field  Postmaster, 
should  go  the  greatest  credit  for  the 
work  he  accon^lished  to  interest  our 
personnel  in  Air  Mail.  Preparations 
were  made  for  a special  Air  Mail  Plane 
to  land  at  Randolph  Field  on  May  19th  to 
pick  up  outgoing  Air  Mail.  ivir.  Benedict 
prepared  a special  cachet  for  canceling 
air  mail  stamps  on  this  date.  Eondreds 
of  letters  were  received  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  mailed  on 
May  19th,  in  order  that  they  may  bear 
this  special  cachet.  Letters  mailed  at 
Randolph  Field  were  to  travel  by  air  to 
all  parts  of  the  world. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Poet 
School,  Mr, ^Benedict  conducted  a contest 
offering  prises,  which  he  personally 
provided,  to  school  children  who  submit- 
ted the  best  posters  advertising  the 
United  States  Air  Mail.  Fifty-xive 
children  submitted  drav/ings.  The 
posters_were  excellent.  Even  after  sev- 
eral children' s drawings  were  eliminat- 
ed, due  to  unauthorized  assistance  by 
over  enthusiastic  fathers,  the  judges 
had  such  gree-t  difficulty  in  selecting 
the  winners  that  Mr.  Benedict  felt  com- 
pelled to  award  two  additional  prises. 

Miss  Nova  Jane  Wiley,  daughter  oi 
Staff  Sergeant  Eugene  I'iley,  of  the  46th 
School  Sguadron,  was  awarded  first  prize. 
She  received  from  Mr.  Benedict  a large 
coupon.,  book  of  tickets  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment Theatre.  Miss  Shirley  Brown, 
sister  of  Lieut,  J.K.  Brown;  and  Miss 
Jane  Lenow,  daughter  of  Captain  C.B, 

Lenow,  each  won.  honorable  mention  and  a 
prize  of  tickets  to  the  War  Department 
Theatre  for  one  week. 

In  the  group  of  posters  submitted  by 
children  below  the  4th  grade,  Miss  Mary 
Delma  Grabsto?”,  daaghter  of  1st  Sergeant 
Walter  Grabsfey,  won  first  prize,  a small 
War  Department  Theatre  coupon  book.  Miss 
Willie'  Sue^ Carroll,  daughter  of  Staff 
Sergeant  William  Wilson,  and  Master  J.B.  ' 


Rosser,  son  of  Staff  Sergeant  J.G. 

Rosser,  46th  School  Squadron,  won  honor- 
able mention  and  tickets  to  the  War  De- 
partment Theatre  for  one  week. 

— oOo— 

72ND  SqUADRON  MOVES  TO  HICKAM  FIELD 

A-pril  was  moving  time  for  the  72nd 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  T.H. 

It  was  a buoy  period  of  transition  of 
personnel  and  equipment  from  Luke  to 
Hickani  Field,  the  Array' s new/est  and 
le.rgest  air  field,.  Situated  on  the  main- 
la.rid,  only  ten  miles  from  Honolulu,  it 
will  be  accessible  and,  when  completed, 
it  will  be  the  finest  field  of  its  kind 
anywhere. 

new  hangars  are  large,  light,  airy 
and  cool  at  all  times,  with  the  very 
latest  equipment  available  in  all  de- 
partments, The  offices  are  especially 
bright  and  well  laid  out,  with  a multi- 
tude of  windows  and  door  space  assuring 
accessibility  and  fine  working,  condi- 
tions. It  is  up-to-date  in  every  way. 

The  Squadron,  took  over  5 B-lS's^from.  ' 
the  31st  Bombardment  Squadron,  and  with 
all  the  ships  in  coirnni  ssion  operations 
are  now  rapidly  approaching  their  usual 
statue. 

The  following  officers  have  been  as- 
signed or  attached  to  the  Squadron  in 
the  new  home:  Major  Ha, r old  L.  Clark, 
Captain  Charlsc  .B.  Stone,  Lieute, 

S tr ana than, . Karnes,  Mundell,  Clark, 
Anderson,  Walker,  Leber,  Gorman, Alness,  ( 
Randolph  and  Lindsay.  ’ 

Now  that  all  the  equipment  has  been 
moved  over,  work  v/ill  progress  rapidly 
under  ideal  conditions.  As  goon  as  the 
barracks  are.  completed  at  Hickam  Field, 
the  last  obstacle  will  be  removed  and 
the  Squadron  will  be  completely  en- 
sconced in  its  new  home. 

— oOo— 

FI.ELD  TRAINING  FOR  8.2ND  OBS.  SQUADROl 

The  82nd  Observation  Squadron,  Moffett 
Field,  Calif. § will  go  into  field  train- 
ing camp  in  June.  ®ie  camp  site  will  be 
located”*  near  the  ocean  and  close  to 
colorful  Monterey,  Calif,  "Besides  sat- 
isfying the  purpose  of -the  car^,"  says 
the  News  Letter  Correspondent,  "we  have 
selected  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots 
on  the  coast  of  California,  and  along 
?/ith  our  training  there  we  are  hoping 
for  plenty  of  fishing  and  swinming-,  deep- 
sea. 

■— oOo— 

Fifty  Reserve  officers  came  to  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  Siaiiday,  May  1st. 
Following  a tour  of  the  flying’  line,  a 
lecture,  illustrated  with  raoving  pic- 
tures, was  given  by  Major  Carl  F.  Greene, 
Chief  of  the  Engineering  Procurement  g 
Branch.  ' 1 

Forty  members  of  the  Cincinnati  Gyro 
Club  visited  the  field  on  May  5th, 
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LOW-MOUNTED  GUNS  PIEMIT  GREATER  ACCUEA.CY 
By  Ist  Lieut.  Norman  H.  Ives, Air  Corps 


A recent  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News 
Letter  contained  the  following  statement 
making  indirect  reference  to  the  compara- 
tive accuracy  of  I^rsuit  gunnery  with 
guns  mounted  some  distance  below  the 
sight,  as  in  a P-26,  and  guns  mounted  up 
close  below  the  sight; 

"Due  to  the  fact  that  boresighting 
plays  such  an  important  part  in  the  fir- 
ing of  the  gins  mounted  on  a P-26A  air- 
lane  and  the  range  at  which  fire  is  de- 
ivered  is  so  great,  phenomenal  results 
have  not  as  yet  been  accomplished.  'We 
hope, ' says  the  News  Letter  correspond- 
ent, 'the  new  airplanes  with  guns  mount- 
ed close  to  the  sights  will  give  much 
better  results. ' " 

It  is  evident  that  the  writer  of  the 
above  is  under  the  impression  that  the 
vertical  distance  of ^34  inches  between 
guns  and  sight  on  the  P-26  airplanes  is 
a serious  handicap  and  contributes  to 
the  inabilHy  of  the  P-26  pilots  to  ac- 
complish "phenomenal  results."  If  bet- 
ter scores  are  made  with  airplanes  on 
which  the  guns  are  mounted  nearer  the 
sight,  it  will  not  be  because  of  that 
lesser  distance  between  guns  and  sight, 
but  in  spite  of  it. 

G'lntrary  to  general  opinion,  far 
greater  accuracy,  at  the  medium  and  long 
ranges  may  be  obtained  by  mounting  the 
I guns  from  30  to  35  inches  below  the 
sight  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  by 
mounting  the  guns  from  10  to  15  inches 
below  the  sight.  If  a bullet  traveled 
in  a straight  line,  then  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  mount  the  guns  as 
close  under  the  sight  as  possible.  How- 
ever, due  to  the  fact  that  a bullet  has 
considerable  drop  at  the  ranges  now  used 
by  Pursuit,  greater  vertical  distance 
between  the  guns  and  sight  permits  great- 
er accuracy  through  a much  longer  range, 

A bullet  fired  horizontally  from  a gun 
mounted  34  inches  below  the  sight  and 
harmonised  for  a range  of  500  yards 
travels  within  6 inches  of  the  line  of 
sight  for  a distance  of  352  yards;  from 
186  yards  out  to  538  yard¥7  If  the  gun 
is  only  11  inches  below  the  sight,  and 
the  gun  and  sight  are  harmonised  for  -500 
ards,  the  bullet  will  travel  within  six 
nches  of  the  line  of  sight  for  only  86 
ards;  from  a range  of  444  yards  out  W 
30  yards.  Therefore,  the  P-26  pilot 
can  fire  at  any  range  from  186  yards  out 
to  538  yards,  aiming  at  the  center  of 
the  bull' e -eye,  and  the  bullets  will 
never  deviate  more  than  six  inches  from 
the  line  of  sight.  The  pilot  of  an  air- 
plane which  has  the  guns  mounted  only  11 
inches  below  the  sight  must  fire  between 
444  yards  and  530'  yards  in  order  to  keep 
the  center  of  impact  within  six  inches 
of  his  point  of  aim. 

The  above  information  was  obtained  by 
carefully  plotting,  on  graph  paper,  the 


trajectories  and  sight  lines  for  both 
installations.  In  plotting  the  traject- 
ories, the  drop  of  a caliber  ,30  Ml  bul- 
let fired  horizontally  from  a Browning 
Aircraft  Machine  Gun  was  corrected  for 
an  airplane  speed  of  200  miles  per  hour. 
Obviously,  a bullet  fired  horizontally 
from  a stationary  mount  will  have  con- 
siderably more  drop  than  a bullet  fired 
forward  parallel  with  the  flight  line  of 
an  airplane  flying  200  miles  per  hour. 
For  exampl.e,  fire  control  tables  0.30- 
A-1  and  0.30-C-2  show  that  a caliber  .30 
Ml  bullet  fired  horizontally  from  a sta- 
tionary mount  has  a drop  of  83  inches  at 
500  yards.  ' Correcting  the  drop  for  a 
speed  of  200  miles  per  hour,  using 
raiTges  obtained  assuming  that  the  in- 
crease in  range  equals  tliree  times  that 
due  to  increase  of  100  f . s.  muzzle  ve- 
locity, it  is  found  that  the  ballet  has 
a drop  of  only  63  .inches  at  500  yards. 

According  to  the  grap.hs,  a bullet 
fired  from  a gun  34  inches  below  the 
sight  and  harmonized  at  a range  of  500 
yards,  intersects  the  line  of  sight  at 
250  yards  and  again  at  500  yards.  At 
186  yards  the  bullet  is  6 inches  below 
the  sight  line;  at  200  yards,  4.2  inches 
below;  300  yards,  4.2  inches  above;  400 
yards,  5.7  inches  above;  538  yards,  6 
inches  below;  and  at  600  yards  the  bul- 
let will  strike  14.6  inches  helow  the 
point  of  aim.  A bullet  fired  from  a gun 
mounted  only  11  inches  below  the  sight 
and  harmonized  for  500  yards,  intersects 
the  line  of  sight  at  88  yards  and  again 
at  500  yards.  At  200  yards,  the  bullet 
is  9.6  inches  above  the  sight  line;  at 
30D  yards,  13.5  inches  above;  400  yards, 
10.2  inches  above;  444  yards,  6 inches 
above;  530  yards,  6 inches  below;  and  at 
600  yards  the  bullet  will  strike  19.3 
inches  below  the  point  of  aim.  Tlie 
above  measurements  of  the  distance  be- 
tween trajectories  and  lines  of  sight, 
taken  from  the  graphs,  are  accurate  with 
in  one  inch.  The  center  of  the  bull  was 
used  as  the  point  of  aim  for  both  instal 
lations. 

Incidentally,  if  trajectories  and  line 
of  sight  are  plotted  for  the  different 
ranges  and  ammunition  used  by  Pursuit, 
using  both  the  center  of  the  bull's-eye 
and  the  bottom  of  the  bull  as  the  point 
of  aim,  it  will  be  found  that  in  some 
cases  aiming  at  the  center  of  the  bull 
will  insure  greater  accuracy  through  a 
longer  range,  and  in  other  cases  if  the 
bottom  of. the  bull  is  used  as  the  point 
of  aim,  better  results  will  be  obtained. 
The  desired  point  of  aim  must  be  used 
when  installing  and  harmonizing  the  guns 
and  sight,  and  then  carefully  used  bjr 
the  pilot  when  firing. 
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MLIST3D  MM  SELECTED  AS  ELYIEG  CADETS 


A NEAR  CAT  - ASTROPHE  ON  "JINX"  DAY 


Thus  far,  nine  enlisted  men  of  the 
Regular  Array  have  been  selected  for  ap- 
pointment as  Plying  Cadets  (five  from 
the  Air  Corps  and  four  from  other  branch^ 
es  of  the  service),  and  they  are  under 
orders  to  report  at  the  Air  Corps  Prima- 
ry Plyi^  School,  Randolph  Pield,  Texas, 
for  assignment  to  the  July,  1933,  Class. 

The  Air  Corps  enlisted  men  are: 


Pvt.  William  R.  Cullen,  96th  Bomh.  Sq.» 


GHO  Air  Porce,  Langley  Pield,  ?a. 

Pvts.  Kenneth  A.  Beatty,  3rd  Weather 
Sq. , and  Harry  G.  Libhey,  Jr,,  Base  Hq. 
and  6th  Air  Base  Sq. , GHQ  Air  Porce, 
Barksdale  Pield,  La. 

Pvt.  H-ugh  M.  Bar^gasses,  5th  Air  Base 
Sq. , Hamilton  Pield,  Calif. 

Pvt.  John  I.  DeVine,  Jr,,  Base  Hq.  and 
4th  Air  Base  So.,  GHQ  Air  Porce,  March 
Pield,  Calif.  * 

The  enlisted  men  (Privates)  from  other 
branches  of  the  military  service  are: 

James  D.  Moytl,  Hq.  Battery,  11th  Coast 
Artillery,  Port  H.G.  Wright,  New  York. 

Mai^ice  Barton,,  Det.  Medical  Dept. , 
Station  Hospital,  Port  Benning,  Ga. 

Thomas  G.  Swift,  Station  Hospital, Port 
Logan,  Colorado. 

Pranklyn  T.  Green,  Hq.  and  Service  Co., 
2d- Engineers,  Port  Logan,  Colorado. 

— oOo- — 


CONTACT  COURSE  POR  TECH.  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 


Eiirteen  Air  Corps  officers,  now  under- 
going the  course  of  instruction  in  Air- 
plane Maintenance  at  the  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School,  Chanute  Pield,  111. , arriv- 
ed at  Wright  Pield,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  a 
contact  course  from  the  9th  to  the  15th 
of  May. _ Inspection  trips  were  made  to 
the  various  laboratories,  hangars,  shops, 
and  final  assembly  building.  Lieut.  R.J. 
0*Keefe  was  the  officer  in  charge.  Other 
officers  in  attendance  were  Captain  Z.C. 
Hopkins,  Lieuts.  C.E.  Hughes,  T.C.  Odom, 
C.P.  Damberg,  C.B.  Dougher,  P.G.  Jamison, 

B. W.  Armstrong,  H.M.  Montgomery,  B.E. 
Brugge,  J.C.  Shuck,  L.S.  Pulwider  and 

C. B.  Harvin. 

— — oOo 


"Priday,  May  13th,"  says  the  News  Let- 
ter Correspondent,  "davmed  clear  and 
warm  at  Maxwell  Pield,  Ala.  ' Among  g 

others  who  take  lightly  the  tales  of  f 

misfortune  connected  with  Pridays  the 
13th  is  Colonel  Jacob  H,  Rudolph,  Air 
Corps,  President  of  the  Air  Corps  Board 
at  this  station.  On  this  particular 
morning.  Colonel  Rudolph  mounted  a 
trusty  ET-2,  intending  to  practice  a 
little  instrument  flying.  He  had  as  his i 
safety  observer  Master  Sergeant  George 
Mendel. 

A few  minutes  after  the  take-off  and 
before  closing  the  cockpit  hood,  the 
Colonel  felt  a definite  stiffening  of 
the  control  stick.  A further  atten^ted 
movem.ent  indicated  something  was  amiss. 
The  controls  were  jammed! 

Being  only  a few  hundred  feet  off  the 
ground,  the  situation  was  a very  seri- 
ous one.  Glancing  toward  the  rear  cock- 
pit, he  was  further  surprised  and  dis- 
mayed by  the  apparent  emptiness  of  the 
rear  cockpit.  "Hie  safety  observer  was 
nowhere  in  sight.  Struggling  with  the 
controls,  he  managed  to  keep  the  ship 
from  diving  into  the  ground  and  succeod- 
ed  in  gaining  a little  more  altitude. 

"To  jump  or  not  to  juT^)"  was  the  ques- 
tion. Before  a decision  to  abandon  the 
ship,  however,  had  been  made,  he  felt  a , 
slight  jar  on  the  stick  and  a lurch  of 
the  ship  forward.  Glancing  quickly  to 
the  rear,  he  sav/  Sergeant  Mendel's  head  | 


TACTICAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  IN  PAPER  ?fAR 


During'  the  middle  of  May,  with  the  an- 
nual gunnery  and  bombing  C.P.  exercise 
practice  over,  the  students  and  faculty 
members  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
and  enlisted  men  returned  to  Maxwell 
Pield,  Ala. , from  the  sub-station  at 
Eglin  Pield,  Valparaiso,  Pla.  The  bomb- 
ing and  gunnery  "paper  war"  problems  are 
held^  each  year  at  ll^lin  Pield  as  a 
routine  part  of  the  Tactical  School 
training  course.  Tliis  year,  about  76  stu- 
dents, 14  faculty  members  and  about  120 
enlisted  men.  took  part.  Transportation 
between  the  two  posts  consisted  of  six 
Army  trucks,  a fleet  of  private  automo- 
biles and  35  airplanes. 
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'pop'  up  and  at  the  same  time  the  con- 
trol stick  became  free  and  the  old  BT 
resiomed  normal  flight.  A big  grin 
spread  over  the  Sergeant's  face,  and  a 
moment  later  he  held  rq)  a big,  almost 
black  cat. 

A feeling  of  relief  came  over  the 
Colonel,  and  after  spending  a few  mo^- 
ments  in  testing  the  controls  he 
brought  the  plane  in  for  a landing. 

It  seems  tnat  the  cat  had  stowed  away 
and  shortly  after  the  take-off,  while 
exploring  the  ship,  had  become  wedged 
between  the  stick  and  the  edge  of  the 
squs2*e  aperture  around  the  control 
column.  Sergeant  Mendel  swears  by  all 
that's  holy  that  he  had  to  stretch  that 
cat  at  least  two  feet  before  it  would 
turn. loose  of  the  stick. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Colonel  is 
still  trying  to  explain  to  the  Opera- 
tions Officer  why  he  took  an  unauthoriz- 
ed passenger  for  a ride.  Purther,  rumor 
has  it  that  both  the  Colonel  and  the 
Sergeant  have  suddenly  developed  a re- 
spect for  things  superstitious. " 

— -oOo- — 


Upon  the  completioii  of  his  present 
course  of  insti’uction  at  the  Command  and  ^ 
General  Staff  School,  Port  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  Captain  Yantis  H.  Taylor,  Air  «|||| 
Corps,  will  assume  the  duties  of  Instrud|| 
tor  of  the  35th  Division  Aviation,  i 

Missouri  National  Guard,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 
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BOMBER  BROUGHT  DOWN  WITH  WHEELS  RETRACTEDj  lect-ure  on  the  various  activities  by 

Major  E. S.  Borum.  Mr.  J.B.  Johnson, 


Flying  a Martin  Bomber  from  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. , to  Langley  Field,  Va. , on 
the  afternoon  of  May  17 th,  Captain 
Francis  B.  Valentine,  Air  Corps,  the 
pilot,  was  unable  to  release  but  one 
wheel  of  his  retractable  landing  gear 
while  flying  over  Langley  Pieldj  id  he 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Midv  etomi 
Air  Depot,  Pa.,  where  he  landed  hi  ship 
with  both  wheels  retracted.  The  e\  p 
was  damaged  slightly,  but  there  was  no 
injury  reported  to  personnel  of  the 
crai't. 

Captain  Valentine  circled  over  Langley 
Field  at  about  5;00  p.m, , preparatory  to 
landing,  but  when  he  found  that  one  of 
his  wheels  failed  to  respond  to  the  re- 
lease he  notified  the  airdrome  authori- 
ties by  radio  of  his  plight.-  He  v/as  in- 
structed to  continue  circling  and  in- 
formed that  a plane  would  be  sent  up  to 
render  aid. 

Major  William  G.  Goldsborough  later 
took  off  in  an  observation  plan.e,  carry- 
ing about  a hundred  feet  of  rope,  with 
which  it  was  hoped  a kit  of  tools  could 
be  lowered  to  the  distressed  crew.  In 
the  kit  there  were  tools  that  would  have 
been  used  to  pry  the' balking  wheel  loose 
but,  in  the  meantime,  Captain  Valentine 
had  decided  to  proceed  to  middletown  be- 
fore his  gas  was  used  up  and  to  attempt 
the' forced  landing.  He  left  Langley 
Field  shortly  before  5:30  p.m,,  and  came 
down  at  Middletown  at  6:50  p.m. 

oOo 

CONTACT  COURSE  FOR  NAVY  PERSONNEL 

Postgraduate  officers  and  instructors 
of  the  Postgraduate  School,  U. S.  Naval 
Academy,  Annapolis,  Md. , arrived  by  air 
transport  on  the  afternoon  of  May  4th 
for  a three-day  contact  course  at  the 
U.S.  Array  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  course  includ- 
ed inspection  of  all  departments  and 
labora'tories,  lectures  by  department 
heads,  and  introduction  to  the  various 
aeronautical  projects  under  development. 

On  Thursday.  May  5th,  the  group  was 
welcomed  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Oliver  P. 
Echols,  Chief  of  the  Engineering  Sec- 
tion. Lectures  on  recent  aircraft  de- 
velopments and  probable  future  trends 
were  given  by  Major  H. Z.  Bogert  and 
Lieut.  C.K.  Moore.  Inspection  of  the 
Flying  Branch  and  experimental  airplanes 
followed. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Propeller  Labo- 
ratory was  visited.  Captain  T.A.  Sims 


Chief  of  the  Materials  Branch,  lectured 
on  recent  developments  in  aircraft  ma- 
terials, after  which  an  inspection  of 
materials  testing  laboratories  followed. 

On  Saturday  morning  there  was  a con- 
ference with  Lieut.  R.P.  Swofford,  Jr. , 
and  civilian  instructors  of  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  and  a visit  to 
the  Arir^y  Aeronautical  Museum.  ^The  offi- 
cers flaw  from  Annapolis  to  Wright  Field 
in  a Navy  transport.  They  re  tinned  on 
Saturday  to  the  Naval  Air  Station  at 
Anacostia,  D. C. 

oOo— 

THINGS  PICK  UP  IN  4TH  RECONNAISSANCE  SQD. 

The  4th  Reconnaissance  Sq[\iadron,  Luke 
Field,  T.H.  , has  suddenly  jumped  from  a 
5-ship  squadron-  to  a 10-ship  squadron, 
and,  says'  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
**the  smoothness  with  which  our  engineer- 
ing section  has  taken  hold  is  a credit 
to "all  in  that  department.  Daring  the 
past  two  weeks  W’e  have  ax’^eraged  six  and 
one-half  airplanes  in  commission,  and 
very  possibly  this  figure  can  be  increas- 
ed later. 

"The  Sqpadron  plans  on  sending  six 
ships  to  Hilo  for  a period  of  three  days 
on  a reconnaissance  mission.  It  is 
hoped  that  theb®  will  be  no  hitch  in  the 
plans  T/hich  will  prevent  a pleasant 
several  days  at  Kilauea  Military  Camp 
in  addition  to  the  flight  to  and  from 
the  big  island." 

— .oOo 

B-18  TRAINING  FOR  DEPARTMENT  OP  COmORCS 
INSPECTORS 

Seven  Inspectors  of  the  Bureau  of  Air 
Commerce,  department  of  Commerce,  who 
hold  commissions  in  the  Air  Corps  Re- 
serve or  in  the  National  Guard,  and  v/ho 
also  hold  military  aeronautical  ratings 
as  "Airplane  Pilots,"  arrived  at  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, Texas, 
on  May  9th  for  temporary  duty  to  receive 
a special  course  of  pilot  instruction  on 
twin-engined  equipment.  The  arrivals 
were  Captains  A.P.  Kerr,  G.W.  Neel, 

M.F.  Clark,  1st  Lieut.  J.H.  Douglas, 

2nd  Lieuts.  H.L.  Simons  and  A.M.  Alcorn, 
all  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers,  and  1st 
Lieut.  P.H.  Longeway,  of  the  Minnesota 
National  Guard. 

These  Inspectors,  who  were  attached  to 
the  Bombarc3ihent  Section,  remained  at 
Kelly  Field  approxima.tely  two  weeks.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  formulated  similar- 


and  Mr.  D.A.  Dickey  gave  lectures  onpro-  ly  to  train  fourteen  additional  Depart- 


pellsr  research  and  propeller  vibration. 

Friday's  program  included  a visit ^ to 
the  Power  Plant,  with  lectures  on  air- 
craft power  plants,  fuels,  oils,  and  en- 
gine installations  by  Major  E.R.  Page, 
Lieut.  G.F.  Smith  and  Mr.  F.L.  Prescott. 

The  Equipment  Branch  was  open  for  in- 
spection on  Friday  afternoon,  with  a 
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ment  of  Commerce  Inspectors,  seven  of 
whom  are  expected  to  arrive  on  June  9th, 
and  seven  on  September  30th. 

oOo 

Colonel  Jacob  H.  Rudolph,  Air  Corps, 
has  been  relieved  from  duty  as  Director 
of  the  Air  Co:^s  Board,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala.  , and  assigned  to  LoTn’v  Field,  Colo. 
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A COLORFUL  NOUCOMISSIOILED  OFFICER  I 
By  1st  Lieut.  Edward  A. Suarez,  Air  Coips 


MAIETMAUCE  FLIGHT  BY  ADVANCED  STUDENTS 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  colorful  fig- 
ures in  the  top  ranking  noncommissioned 


Th.s  Observation  Sectipn*  the  student 
personnel  of  which  consists  of  16  Flying 


Cadets,  2 Regular  Army’  officers  and  2 f 
officers  of  the  Army  is  one,  1st  Sergeant  Foreign  officers,  departed  from  the  Ad- 


Edward  L.  Winans,  for  the  past  two  years 
"Top  Kick"  of  the  26th  Attack  Squadron. 

Prior  to  transferring  to  the  Air  Corps 
in  grade  in  1931,  1st  Sergeant  ?;inans 
was  a motor  transportation  expert.  Be- 
cause of  the  efficient  manner" of  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  as  supervisor,  motor 
pool,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  he  was  - 
given  the  j9b  of  handling  all  of  the 
transportation  used  in  some  of  the  out- 
standing rai3.ita-ry  motion  pictures,  name- 
ly: "Big  Parade,"  "Rough  Riders"  and  ■ 
"Wings. " 

As  a young  soldier,  1st  Sergeant 
Winans  distinguished  himself  in  having 
been  chauffeur  for  more  Generals  than, 
any  other  soldier.  Because  of  his  neat 
appearance,  1st  Sergeant  Winans  was 
chosen  to  chauffeur  for  General  John  J. 
Pershing,  Com.-.ander-in-Chief  of  the 


American  Expeditionary  Forces,  and 


Marshal  Foch,  Comraander-in-Chief  of  the 
Allied  Armies  during  the  World  War,  on 
the  inspection  trip  7/hich  they  made  just 
after  the  World  War.  Sergeant  Winans  1-- 
has  chauffeured  for  Major  Generals  John, 
L,  Hinds,  Edward  M.  Lewis  and  Joseph  T. 
Dickman,  all  former  commanders  of  the 
Eighth  Corps  Area. 

In  1931,  Sergeant  Winans  was  trans- 
ferred in  grade  to  the  Air  Corps,  with 
station  at  the  Air  Corxis  Training  Center, 
Randolph  Field,  Texas.  After  serving 
for  five _ years  at  this  station,  he  came 
to  Hawaii  in  1936.  During  his  tv/o  years 
in  the  26th  Attack  Squadron,  he  has  won 
a place  in  the  hearts  of  all  Squadron 
personnel.  Always  willing  to  lend  a 
hand,  always  smiling,  Sergeant  V/inans' 
absence  will  be  felt  when  he  departs  on 
the  transport  for  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Alhoa,  "Top"!  May  you  continue  to 
carry  on  at  Barksdale  as  you  have  done 
throughout  your  service  - efficient, 
loyal  and  "Just." 

oOo 


ANOTHER  B-18  BOMBER  FOR  HA.MILT0N  FIELD 


Hamilton  Field’s  flying  equipnent  was 
recently  increa.sed  by  an  additional 
Douglas  B-18  Bomber,  which  was  flown  to 
that  field  from  the  Douglas  Aircraft 
Company,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

The  crew  consisted  of  Colonel  Jolin  F. 
Curry,  Air  Corps,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Hamilton_ Field,  and  Major  Edward  C, 

Black,  Air  Corps,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Base  Headqu^arters  and  5th  Air  Base  Squad- 
ron, as  pilots;  Staff  Sergeant  William  A. 
Murray,  Crew  Chief,  and  Private  1st-  Cl. 
Ferdinand  A.  McCallum,  radio  operator. 

This  new  addition  gives  Hamilton  Field 
a total  of  21  B-18’s,  the  majority  of 
which  participated  in  the  GHQ  Air  Force 
i.aneuvor's  on  tho  East  Coast. 


vanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
on  May  18 th^  for  Abilene,  Texas,  on  a 
Maintenance  Navigation  Training  Flight. 
Accompanying  the  flight  were  Captain 
R.E.  Randall,  Ist  Lieuts.  C.F.  Densford 
and  R.B.  Epler,  Air  Corps,  and  2nd  Lieut. 
A.R.  Walker,  Air  Reserve,  instructors, 
wi'i'h  four  enli  sted  mechanics.  Before 
returning  to  Kelly  Field,  the  flight  was 
echeduled  to  visit  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma; 
Amar i llo , Texas : Albuquer que , New . Mexico ; 
El  Paso  and  Midland,  Texas.  The  24  air- 

§ lanes  on  the  flight,  comprising  13 
-2o<  s and  11  BT-9’b,  were  to  he  ser-. 
viced  and  maintained  by  the  students, 
under  the  supervision  of  their  instruct- 
ors, one  day  being  devoted  to  maintein- 
ance  at  El  Paso. 

The  Bombardment  Section,  the  personnel 
of  which  consists  of  10  Flying  Cadets, 
also  departed  from  Kelly  Field  on  May 
18th  on  their  Maintenance  Navigation 
Training  Flight,  with  Barksdale  Field, 

La. , as  their  stopping  point,  then  to 
Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma;  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico,  and  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  return- 
ing to  Kelly  Field  via  Abilene,  Texas. 
Foiu'  instructors  accon-rpanied  this 
flight  - Major  J.V.  Hart,  1st  .Lieuts. 

D.T.  Spivey,  R.J,  Brov.ue  andRcD. 

Butler  - and  six  enlisted  mechanics. 

The  students  were  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsibility of  servicing  and  maintain- 
ing their  airplanes  while  on  the  trip, 
a one-day  stop  being  scheduled  for  El 
Paso,  Texas,  for  the  purpose  of  mainten- 
ance. 

Due  to  the  greater  size  of  the  Pursuit 
and  Attack  Sections,  their  maintenance 
flights  will  consist  of  two  echelons 
each,  which  will  follow,  in  general,  the 
i -cinerary  of  the  Observation  and  Bombard- 
ment Sections.  The  first  echelon  of 
the  A'btack  Section,  was  scheduled  to  de- 
part from  Kelly  Field  on  May  23rd,  the 
•first  echelon  of  the  Pursuit  Section  on 
May  25th,  the  second  echelons  of  the 
Attack  ai^d  Pursuit  Sections  on  June  1st. 
All  flights  are  ezqjected  to  be  completed 
by  June  4th. 

— oOo— 


Major  Leland  C.  Hurd,  Air  Corps,  ar- 
rived at  Wright  Field|  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
April  23rd,  ferrying  in  from  -the  plant 
of  the  North  American  Corporation, 
Inglev/ood,  Calif. , the  first  production 
article  on  the  contract  for  0-47  air- 
planes. Tile  0-47  will  receive  full  in- 
spection and  flight  tes-cing  at  the  Ma- 
teriel Divisioii  before  'bhe  remining 
airplanes  on  contract  are  released  for 
production  and  fligh-t  acceptance  tests. 
— -oOo- — 
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CADET  LOSES  LIFE  111  AIEPLAILE  ACCIDENT 

Flying  Cadet  K!inch.  EmTi  Brister,  Jr., 

student  in  the  Attack  Section,  at  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  was 
. killed  in  an  airplane  accident  - the 
' cause  of  which  is  unknown  - on  a farm 
about  eight  miles  soutlxwest  of  Kelly 
Field,  Texas.  At  the  time  of  the  crash, 
which  was  at  approximately  8; 45  a.m. , on 
May  20th,  Cadet  Prister  was  engaged  in  a 
local  flying  mission  in  an  A- 12  airplane. 

Accordirjg  to  witnesses,  the  plane  was 
in  a power  dive  from  about  1,000  feet, 
and  flew  into  the  ground  and  crashed, 
apparently  out  of  control.  Mr.  Memwich, 
who  lives  near  Macdona,  Texas,  the  town 
nearest^ the  scene  of  the  crash,  drove  to 
Kelly  Field  to  report  the  accident  and 
that  he  had  found  the  remains.  The  air- 
plane was  completely  demolished  by  fire. 

Cadet  Brister  was  born  February'  19, 
1916,  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.E. 
Brister,  who  reside  in  Yazoo  City. 

The  deceased  Flying  Cadet  reported  at 
Kelly  Field  on  February  23rd,  last,  and 
would  have  graduated  on  June  16,  1933, 

He  held  a commission  as  a second  lieut- 
enant in  the  Coast  Artillery  Corps  Re- 
. serve.  He  graduated  in  1937  from  the 
Mississippi  State  College  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree. 

The  sympathy  of  the  Air  Corps  is  ex- 
tended to  his  bereaved  parents. 

— -oOo 

^ ENGINEERING  AND  SUPPLY  CONCLAVE 

The  annual  Engineering  and  Supply  con- 
ference, which  is  made  up  of  the  engin- 
eering and  supply  officers  from  the  five 
Air  Depots  in  the  United  States,  conven- 
ed at  Wright  jjleld  from  April  llth  to 
16th.  Tlie  subjects  under  discussion 
were  the  maintenance  and  engineering 
problems  regarding  Air  Corps  airplanes, 
engines  and  equipment.  The  following 
officers  from  "the  various  Depots  were  in 
attendance; 

Lieut.  Colonel  W.B,  Mayer  and  Major 
C.F.  Wheeler,  Scott  Field  Air  Depot. 

, Majors  Ray  A.  Dunn  and  George  Lundberg, 
Middletown  Air  Depot. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  J.F,  Miller,  Com- 
manding Officer;  Majors  E.D.  Perrin  and 
J.M,  Clark,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot. 

Lieut.  Colonel  S.J.  Idzorek  and  Major 
J.T.  Morris,  Rockwell  Air  Depot. 

Majors  R.B.  Walker  andR.S.  Heald, 
Fairfield  Air  Depot. 

— -oOo 

Major ^A.E.  Simonin,  Air  Corps,  recent- 
ly ferried  to  Wright  Field  from  the  plant 
of  the  Oartiss  Con^any,  Doffalo,  N.Y. , a 
new  P-36A  airplane  for  inspection  and 
flight  testing  by  the  Materiel  Division. 
This  is  the  first  production  article  to 
, be  delivered  on  a contract  for  210  of 
|)  these  airplanes  placed  in  July,  1937,  at 
a total  cost  of  $4,113,550. 


NEW  MMY-mVY  AERONAUTICAL  SPECIFICATION 
UNIT  ESTABLISHED  AT  MATERIEL  DIVISION. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtain!^  standard- 
ization of  aeronautical  specifications 
between  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  a new 
Army-Nav^T’  Aeronautical  Specification 
Unit  has  been  established  at  the  Air 
Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field, 
Ohio,  which  slmll  be  knovm  as _ the  "A-N 
Aeronautical  Specification  Unit."  The 
a{3ministrative  control  of  this  uiiit  v;ill 
be  vested  in  the  Chief  of  the  Materiel 
Division,  and  the  executive  control  in 
the  Permanent  Working  Committee  of  the 
Aeronautical  Board,  Washington,  D. C, 

The  Air  Corps  Specifications  and  Stand- 
ards Unit,  which  is  at  present  at  the 
Materiel  Division,  will  cooperate  with 
the  new  unit  in  all  matters  of  an  admin- 
istrative nature  pertaining  to  specifica- 
tion requirements,  also  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  change  of  specifica- 
tions already  prepared  into  A-II  or,  if 
feasible,  into  Federal  specification 
form.  Specifications  under  the  new  unit 
will  fall  into  the  following  categories: 

Those  which  have  been  covered  by  A-N 
Aeronautical  Standards; 

Those  which  have  been  covered  by  A-N 
Commerce  Aerona-utical  requirements; 

Those  which  cover  coraraodities  having 
eicactly  identical  teclinical  requirements 
for  the  Ar:::y  and  Navy,  or  those  having 
requirements  which  ma^/  readily  be 
bronght  Into  accord;  and 

Those  which  are  requested  by  either 
service  as  containing  requirements  sat- 
isfactory to  both. 

With  full  coordination  and  cooperation 
between  all  working  ^-ehcies,  it  is  hoped 
that  closer  sta-ndardization  may  be 
brought  about. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Harrison  W.  Flickinger, 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  is 
the  Arn^r  member  af  the  Permanent  Working 
Committee  in  charge  of  the  new/  unit. 
Working  personnel  consist  of  three  en- 
gineers, particularly  qualified  because 
of  familiarity  with  technical  require- 
ments of  the  Materiel  Division,  and 
clerical  assistants. 

A similar  Coordinating  Unit  has  been 
organized,  representing  Navy  require- 
ments, and  is  functioning  at  the  Naval 
Aircrafx;  Factory,  Philadelphia,  ?a. 

Lieut,  Commander  J.E.  Dyer  is  the  Naval 
member  of  the  Permanent  Working  Commit- 
tee in  charge  of  the  new  Navy  A-N  Unit, 
which  office  corresponds  with  that  of 
Colonel  Flickinger 's  for  the  Army, 

- — oOo—  • 

W'right  Field,  on  Saturday,  April  30th, 
was  visited  by  250  members  of  the  Junior 
Association  of  Commerce  in  convention  in 
Dayton  from  all  parts  of  Ohio.  They 
toured  the  field,  the  flying  line  aiid  tie 
Army  Aeronautical  Museum  and  listened,  to 
lectures  on  outstanding  engineering  acti- 
vities by  Major  Carl  F.  Greene,  of  the 
Eiigineering  Procurement  Bra.nch,  and  Mr. 
D.A.  Dickey,  of  the  Propeller  Unit, 
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WEATHER  OEFICERS 


Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment, recently  issued,  eight  Air 
Corps  officers  are  slated  for  duty  as 
students  to  pursue  a course  of  instruc- 
tion in  Meteorology  at  civilian  educa- 
tional institutions. 

Hirst  Lieut.  Paul  H.  Johnston,  of 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , is  to  proceed  to 
Camdridge,  Mass.  , to  pforsue  the  summer 
course  of  instruction  in  Mathematics  and 
the  regular  course  of  instruction  in  Me- 
teorology at  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology. 

The  following-named  officers  are  to 
pursue  the  special  course  of  instruction 
in  Meteorology,  the  surmer  course  of  in- 
struction in  Mathematics  and  the  regular* 
course  of  instruction  in  Meteorology  at 
the  California  Institute  of  Technology, 
Cambridge,  Mass: 

Hirst  Lieuts.  John  DeP.  T.  Hills  and 
Wilson  H.  Heal,  from  March  Field,  Calif. 

The  five  officers  named  below,  also 
slated  to  attend  the  California  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  Pasadena,  Calif. , 
are  to  pursue  the  summer  course  of  in- 
struction in  Mathematics  and  the  regular 
course  of  instruction  in  Meteorology, 
viz:  1st  Lieuts.  Leo  P.  Dahl,  from 
Barksdale  Field,  La. ; H.  Loyal  Easton 
and  Robert  F.  Fulton,  from  Randolph 
Field,  Texas;  Donald  H.  Yates  from 
Brooks  Field,  Texas,  and  Ivan  L.  Harman 
from  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. 

Six  Air  Corps  officers,  who  are  near- 
ing the  completion  of  their  course  of 
instruction  in  Meteorology  at  civilian 
educational  institutions,  are  under  or- 
ders to  proceed  to  the  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions indicated  for  duty,  viz: 

1st  Lieuts.  Edwin  G.  Simenson  and 
Marcellus  Duffy,  from  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
the  former  to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. ,and 
the  latter  to  the  Fairfield  Air  Depot, 
Patterson  field,  Ohio,  for  duty  as  Post 
Weather  Officers. 

Of  the  remaining  four  officers,  attend- 
ing the  California  Institute  of  Technolo- 
gy, Pasadena,  Calif.,  1st  Lieuts.  Sidney 
A.  Ofsthun  is  slated  for  duty  with  the 
3rd  Weather  Squadron,  Barksdale  Field, 

La.  ; Harold  L,  Smith  to  duty  ?/ith  the 
1st  Weather  Squadron,  March  Field, Calif . ; 
Sebastian  Stone  as  Post  Weather  Officer 
at  Fort  Lev/is,  Wash.  , and  John  B.  Acker- 
man as  Post  Weather  Officer  at  Chanute 
Field,  111. 

First  Lieut.  Anthony  Q,.  Mustoe  has  been 
relieved  from  duty  as  Post  Weather  Offi- 
cer at  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , and  as- 
signed to  duty  as  Weather  Officer  of  the 
GHQ  Air  Force,  with  station  at  Langley 
Field,  Va. 

- — oOo— 


ASSIGMvIEHT  OF  TACTICAL  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 


The  follov/ing -named  Air  Corps  officers 
are  assigned  to  duty  at  the  stations  in- 
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dicat ed  upon  the  completion  of  their 
present  course  of  instruction  at  the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala.  : 

To  Langley  Field.  Va. ; Major  Harrison 
G.  Crocker  and  Captain  Clyde  K.  Rich. 

To  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. ; Major  Sigmund 
F.“Xahdefs”r^^ap^in  George  H.  Sparhawk, 
1st  Lieut.  Raymond  L.  Winn. 

To  Chanute  Field.  111. : Captain  Reuben 
F.'TyTe,  Jr. 

To  Lcwry  Field,  Denver,  Colo. ; 1st 
LiaSTTFa^  — 

To  Barksdale  Field,  La. ; Ifet  Lieut. 
Lloy'3nr.~'l/atnee.  ’ 

To  Maxwell  Field.  Ala. : Major  Warren 
A.  “¥axv/e'ir[ 

To  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; 1st  Lieut. 
George  W.  Hansen. 

oOo 


AIR  CORPS  NATIONAL  GUARD  INSTRUCTORS 


Major  Leonard  D.  Weddington,  under  or- 
ders for  duty  as  Instructor  of  the  31st 
Division  Aviation,  Alabama  National 
Guard,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  present  course  of  instruc- 
tion at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School, 
relieves  Captain  Ronald  L.  Hicks,  who  is 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D. C. 

Captain  Lee  Q,.  Wasser  is  assigned  to 
duty  as  Instructor  of  the  34th  Division 
Aviation,  Minnesota  National  Guard,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  upon  the  con^jletion  of  his 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Tactical 
School. 

Major  David  R.  Stinson  is  relieved 
from  duty  as  Instructor,  Air  Corps, 
Massachusetts  National  Guard,  and  assign- 
ed to  duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

— — oOo 
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AERONAUTICAL  ENGINEERING  COURSES 


The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers 
are  under  orders  for  duty  as  students 
to  pursue  a course  in  aeronautical  en- 
gineering at  the  educational  institu- 
tions indicated,  viz; 

To  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich. : 1st  Lieut.  Daniel  F. 
Callalian,  Jr.  , upon  the  completion  of 
his  present  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  Wright 
Field,  Ohio. 

To  the  California  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, Pasadena,  Calif. : 1st  Lieut. 
Clark' N.  Piper,  upon  the  completion  of 
his  present  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Air  Corps  Engineering  School. 

To  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.  University, 
Stanford  University,  Calif. : 1st  Lieut. 
Samuel  R.  Brentnall,  upon  the  completion 
of  his  present  course  of  instruction 
at  the  Air  Corps  Engineering  School. 

oOo 


Major  George  C.  Kenney  is  relievedfrom 
duty  as  instructor  at  the  Infantry  School] 
Fort  Benning,  Ga. , and  assigned  to  the 
97th  Observation  Squadron,  Mitchel  Field. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard, 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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GREETINGS  TO  THE  PIRST  CLASSMEl^  AT  MITGHEL  EIELD 


HE  Air  Corps  welcomes  the  First 
Class,  Unibed  States  Military 
Academy,  to  Mitchel  Field  for 
its  two  weeks*  air  experience 
course.  Whether  you  plan  mili- 
tary flying  careers  or  have  de- 
termined to  elect  one  of  the  older 
branches  of  the  service,  I think  you 
will  find  your  brief  period  with  the  Air 
Corps  an  interesting  and  instructive  one 
With  this  end  in  view,  I believe  that 
some  general  observations  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  on  the  duties  and  op- 
portunities of  an  officer  of  the  Air 
Corps  are  appropriate. 

In  these  times  it  behooves  every  mili- 
tary man  to  become  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  powers  and  limitations  of  the 
airplane  as  a weapon  and  with  air  forces 
as  important  elements  in  fighting  teams. 

Concerning  the  claims  of  those  who 
would  minimise  the  effect  of  the  air 
phase  of  modern  warfare,  it  seems  suffi- 
cient to  point  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
leading  air  powers  are  now  busily  engag- 
ed in  air  armament.  Their  expenditures 
for  aviation  equipment  this  year  will 
exceed  those  of  any  other  year  in  peace- 
time history. 

There  are  some  very  definite  things 
which  members  of  your  class  may  well  do 
during  yoi^  brief  period  at  Mitchel 
Field.  First,  you  can  make  some  first 
hand  observations  on  military  aircraft 
andon  the  functions  of  Army  air  units  - 
their  tasks, ^ their  methods,  their  organ- 
ization, their  equipment  and  their  train- 
ing, Next,  each  of  you  can  conduct  a 
worth  while  self  analysis;  you  can  de- 
termine whether  you  are  suited  by  tem- 
perament, characteristics  and  physical 
and  mental^  set-up  to  fit  into  "the  mili- 
tary air  picture  as  a flying  officer. 
Then,  you  can  make  some  valuable  observa 
tions  and  form  some  definite  conclusions 
which  should  influence  your  whole  Array 
Career  no  matter  what  service  or  arm  you 
may  elect. 

You  will_ observe  what  effect  the  pres- 
ence of  aviation,  may  have  on  disposi- 
tions and  methods  of  enplojonent  of 
ground  forces  and^  to  see  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  which  air  units  may  ren- 
der to  the  other  branches  in  field  opera 
tions.  Lastly,  it  will  be  arranged,  I 
hope,  so  t^t  you  can  see  some  of  our 
labest  military  types  of  planes  and  aux- 
iliary flying  equipment  and  gain  some 


conception  of  the  present  state  of  aero- 
nautical experimentation  and  develop- 
ment. 

No  prospective  Array  officer  should 
look  forward  to  a life  in  the  Air  Corps 
as  a career  purely  of  adventure,  of 
ease,  of  recreation  or  of  inaction.  Cer- 
tainly no  industry  has  been  less  static 
than  has  the  aviation  industry  in  its 
short  period  of  existence.  Military 
aviation  has  kept  pace  with  that  rapid 
advance  if,  indeed,  it  may  not  have  led 
the  way. 

In  the  air  world,  the  fantasies  of 
yesterday  become  the  experiments  of  to- 
i day  and  the  realities  of  tomorrow.  No 
branch  of  the  service  has  developed  more 
j rapidly  or  grown  so  fast.  It  is  neces- 
i sary  for  every  Air  Corps  officer  to  work 
I and  study  and  learn  continually  in  order 
I to  keep  abreast  of  the  magic  advance  in 
' the  art  of  flying  ^nd  to  maintain  even  a 
passing  acquaintance  with  new  equipment. 
An  old  pilot  once  summarized  this  aspect 
quite  accurately  when  he  said;  "Today  I 
flew  ray  plane  for  several  hours;  I know 
it  thoroughly;  I can  do  anything  with 
it;  I _ know  every  instrument;  I know  how 
it  flies,  every  peculiarity,  every  char- 
acteristic of  it  and  all  its  parts;  but 
tomorrow  I shall  have  to  learn  it  all 
over  again,  for  tonight  they  are  hanging 
some  new  instruments  on  it;  they  are 
making  some  changes  to  increase  maneuv- 
erability and  performance.  In  the  morn- 
ing my  old  plane  will  look  differently, 
feel  differently  and  act  differently." 

There  was  a time  when  an  airplane  was 
a fairly  simple  mechanism.  Pilots  flew 
them  largely  by  what  they  called  "feel." 
Those^were  the  times  when  they  were  made 
of  stick  and  wire  and  cloth;  when  they 
were  powered  by  little  engines  of  less 
“than  a hundred  horsepower,  v/hen  they 
weighed  less  than  a ton.,  and  when  they 
mounted  fewer  than  half  a dozen  instru- 
ments. ^Now,  many  of  them  weigh  more 
than  thirty  thousand  pounds,  mount  four 
engines  of  more  than  a thousand  horse- 
power each,  and  on  their  instrument 
boards  are  more  than  two  hundred  tell- 
tale "gadgets."  Some  of  them  carry 
crews  of  nine,  ten  or  eleven  men;  they 
-can  fly  for  three  thousand  miles  without 
j landing;  some  can  cruise  at  nearly  three 
ihundred  miles  per  hour;  they  are  built 
of  metal^and  house  ordnance  which  gives 
! them  a fire  power  of  more  than  six  thous- 
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and  rounds  per  minute  and  a "bomb  capaci- 
ty of  more  than  ten  thousand  pounds. 

Such  planes  require  trained  specialists - 
navigators,  engineers,  gunners,  bombers 
and  pilots  - all  welded  and  trained  into 
coordinated  combat  crews. 

liYhile  the  life  of  the  Air  Corps  offi- 
cer is  not  a simple  nor  an  idle  one,  it 
is  filled  with  some  engrossing  aspects. 
The  first  years  of  a flying  officer  are 
engaging,  for  this  business  of  learning 
to  fly  is  filled  with  its  full  measure 
of  duties  and  incidents  and  experiences 
v/hich  appeal  to  healthy  young  men.  Those 
years  immediately  following  are  not  de- 
void of  interest.  The  officer  rises  to 
the  rank  of  Captain  and  is  assigned  to 
the  command  of  one  of  the  "Flying  Fort- 
resses" ; or  he  becomes  a flight  leader; 
or,  provided  he  elects  to  specialize,  he 
may  take  up  advanced  instruction  in  en- 
gineering phases  at  our  own  service 
schools  or  at  the  civil  engineering  in- 
stitutions. Those  succeeding  years, 
when  longer  service  brings  increased 
ranlc  and  responsibilities,  have  their 
compensations,  too.  I have  no  doubt 
that  our  group  commanders  who  lead  our 
large  formations  of  bombers  or  fighter 
planes  on  military  missions  feel  that 
they  have  reached  a peak  in  personal 
satisfaction. 

Some  idea  of  the  variety  of  life  and 
work  in  the  Air  Corps  may  be  gained  from 
current  examples.  A few  weeks  ago,  nine 
of  our  men  flew  six  "Flying  Fortresses" 
to  Buenos  A.ires  and  retm-n,.  a trip  of 
more  than  eleven  thousand  miles,  consum- 
ing approximately  59  flying  hours.  Last 
month,  G-HQ  Air  Force  Maneuvers  were  held 
in  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
United  States,  requiring  the  assembly  of 
the  units  of  the  Air  Force  on  19  tempo- 
rary air  bases  in  that  area.  This  exer- 
cise involved  the  transfer  by  air  of 
more  than  three  thousand  officers  and 
men,  and  necessitated  the  transportation 
by  air  of  more  than  three  million  pouide 
of  materiel,  including  fuel  and  lubri- 
cants. 

This  year  we  have  more  than  20^  of  our 
officer  strength  on  foreign  service  in 
Hawaii,  Panama  and  the  Philippine 
Islands. 


The  following  schedule  indicates  the  J 
number  of  our  officers  who  pursued  ad-  ( 
vanced  educational  courses  both  in  mili-  * 
tary  and  civil  schools  during  the  pres- 
ent year: 


Array  War  College 11 

Command  and  General  Staff  School  , 39 
Army  Industrial  College  9 


60 

36 

11 


Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
Air  Corps  Technical  School  . . . 

Air  Corps  Engineering  School  . . 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, California  Institute  of 
Technology,  University  of 
Michigan^  University  of  Virginia 
and  Harvard  School  of  Business 
Administration  16 


The  great  majority  of  our  officers 
are,  of  course,  serving  as  flying  offi- 
cers in  our  tactical  units,  most  of 
which  are  located  at  our  larger  flying 
fields  - March  and  Hamilton  Fields  in 
California;  Langley  Field,  Va. ; Barks- 
deue  Field,  La. ; the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Self- 
ridge Field,  Mich. , and  Mitchel  Field, 
hew  York.  Several  Air  Corps  officers 
are  on  duty  a.t  foreign  capitals  as  As- 
sistant Military  Attaches,  while  ei^t 
of  them  are  now  assigned  to  con^ose  a 
military  mission  to  Argentina. 

More  than  one  hundred  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers are  on  duty  at  Wright  Field,  where 
they  head  technical  branches  at  our 
Materiel  Division  or  are  engaged  in  ex- 
perimentation or  research  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  airplane,  engine  and 
instrument  or  equipment  development. 
Several  of  our  officers  are  also  on  duty 
as  inspectors  at  manufacturing  plants 
which  are  building  airplanes,  engines 
and  equipment  for  the  service. 

The  wide  variety  of  assignment  and 
duty  available  to  Air  Corps  officers  is 
a consequence  of  the  fact’  that  our  Corps 
is  not  only  a combat  arm,  but  is  also  a 
supply  branch  and  a technical  service. 

I wish  for  each  of  you  a pleasant  and 
instructive  tour  of  inspection  and  duty 
this  summer,  continued  success  during 
your  last  year  at  the  Academy,  and 
nappy  and  prosperous  years  of  service  in 
the  Army. 


0.  WESTOVER, 

Major  General,  Air  Corps, 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 
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OIT-SHORS  RSCOMAISSANCE  ELIGHT 
By  the  Langley  Field  Correspondent 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  recent 
GHQ,  Air  Force  Maneuvers  was  the  off- 
shore reconnaissance  flight  executed  "by 
the  49th  Bomhardment  Squadron  of  Langley 
Field,  Va.  This  mission  proved  to  he 
the  most  severe  test  of  accurate  dead 
reckoning  navigation  with  which  any  unit 
of  the  2nd  Bomhardnent  Group  had  ever 
been  confronted. 

At  8:20  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  May 
12th,  three  B-17  Bombardment  planes,  un- 
der the  conmand  of  Major  C.V.  Haynes, 
departed  from  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. , under 
orders  to  intercept  the  Italian  steamer 
REX,  enroute  from  Italy  to  New  York. 
Radio  position  reports  from  the  REX  in- 
dicated that  her  position  at  8; 30  a.m, 
was  approximately  725  miles  east  of  New 
York  City.  At  8:45  a.m,,  the  three 
planes  swung  over  Sandy  Hook  and  headed 
east  on  a true  course  of  101  degrees  and 
at  a speed  of  170  miles  per  hour.  The 
lead  plane,  B-17  No.  80,  was  commanded  ^ 
and  piloted  by  Major  Haynes.  The  other 
two  planes,  B-17*s  Nos.  81  and  82,  were 
commanded  and  piloted  by  Captains  C.W. 
Cousland  and  A.Y.  Smith.  First  Lieut. 
C.E,  LeMay,  the  flight  navigator,  was  at 
his  post  in  the  lead  plane.  Major 
Vincent  J,  Meloy,  in  charge  of  the  radio 
I broadcast,  was  stationed  in  the  lead 
plane. 

In  the  radio  compartment  of  the  lead 
plane  was  installed  an  aircraft  trans- 
mitter of  the  National  Broadcasting  Com- 
any,  and  three  of  its  representatives  - 
wo  engineers  and  one  announcer  - stood 
by  for  action.  A progTam  was  scheduled 
to  go  on  the  air  at  12:30  p.m. , at  which 
time  the  three  planes  should  be  over  the 
REX.  Representatives  of  the  Press  were 
included  in  the  passenger  list  of  the 
two  other  planes,  rea^  to  give  the 
country  an  accurate  account  of  the  abil- 
ity of  the  Array  Air  Corps  to  work  under 
pressure, 

A heavy  overcast  forced  the  flight  to 
hold  an  altitude  of  not  more  than  1100 
j feet  during  the  outset  of  the  mission, 
j At  about  ten  o’clock,  the  flight  came 
I out  into  the  good  weather,  which  afford- 
i ed  the  navigator  an  opportunity  to  make 
; accurate  double  drifts  and  check  his 
ground  speed.  This  good  weather  contin- 
! ued  Uiitil  eleven  o’clock,  at  which  time 
I,  it  was  necessary  to  fly  through  a cold 
\ front,  the  three  planes  separating  and 
! assembling  in  clear  weather  on  the  other 
I side  in  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes, 
ij  After  a double  drift  was  made,  Lieut. 

LeMay  announced  the  S.T.A.  over  the  REX 
) as  12:25  p.m. 

At  noon,  the  flight  reached  an  area  of 

! scattered  rain  squalls,  which  was  a 
source  of  much  discomfort  to  all,  since 
it  was  feared  that  the  REX  might  be  in 
the  center  of  one  of  these  storms,  mak- 
ing it  impossible  to  sight  her. 


The  N.B.O.  network  was  standing  by  for 
a 12:30  broadcast.  At  12; 23,  the  REX 
was  sighted  dead  ahead,  and  at  12:25,  on 
the  exact  minute  of  the  last  E.T.A.  (es- 
timated time  of  arrival) , the  formation 
passed  over  the  steamer. 

The  radio  broadcast  was  carried  out 
successfully  on  schedule.  No  difficulty 
was  encountered  in  raising  the  steamer 
by  radio,  and  the  Staff  Commander  of  the 
REX,  Captain  Cavallini,  came  to  the 
ship’s  "Mike"  to  remark  that  this  was 
the  first  time  that  he  had  been  welcomed 
to  America  while  still  620  miles  off- 
shore. He  further  remarked  that  he 
would  be  delighted  to  have  all  members 
of  the  flight  come  down  for  lunch,  but 
Major  Meloy  politely  declined. 

At  4:30  p.m,,  the  flight  landed  at 
Mitchel  Field,  after  a most  interesting 
mission.  At  9:30  o’clock  the  following 
morning,  the  same  three  airplanes,  en- 
route to  the  Harrisburg  Airport,  noticed 
the  REX  steaming  past  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  into  New  York  Harbor, 

^oOO' 

OFFICIALS  INSPECT  49TH  SQUADRON 

On  the  morning  of  May  13th,  the  49th 
Bombardment  Squadron  of  Langley  Field, 

Va, , was  inspected  by  General  Westover, 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  and  by  members 
of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Committee. 
The  Congressmen  arrived  in  a C-33  air- 
plane, flown  by  Colonel  William  0.  Ryan. 
The  Congressional  group  consisted  of 
the  following:  Mr,  Merritt,  of  New  York; 
Mr.  Edwiston,  of  West  Virginia;  Mr. 

Smith,  of  Connecticut;  Mr.  Mahone,  of 
South  Carolina;  Mr.  Brooks,  of  Louis- 
iana; Mr.  Sparkman,  of  Alabama;  Mr, 
Casson,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Costello,  of  California.  General 
Westover  and  all  members  of  the  House 
Committee  were  escorted  over  the  camp 
and  taken  tiirough  the  airplanes  by  the 
Commanding  Officer,  Major  Caleb  V. 

Haynes.  All  spoke  well  of  the  efficient 
set-up  of  the  Sauadron  camp  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  ' 
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FORCED  LANDING  BY  ADV.  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

On  May  27th,  while  Major  Lawrence  A, 
Lawson,  Air  Corps,  and  1st  Lieut.  Joseph 
E,  Barzynski,  Jr.,  Inf.,  both  students 
in  the  Observation  Section,  of  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field 
Texas,  were  engaged  in  a student  recon- 
naissance flight  in  cooperation,  with 
ground  arms  at  Camp  Bullis,  engine  fail- 
ure necessitated  a forced  landing  at 
about  11:00  a.m,,  which  resulted  in  a 
crash  on  the  Malabang  Trail,  just  east 
of  High  Hill,  Camp  Bullis.  The  0-25  in 
which  they  were  flying,  and  which  was 
(Continued  on  Page  8 ). 
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PROMOTION  OP  AIR  CORPS  PIRST  LIEUTEIIAHTS 


Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department 
announce  the  promotion  of  17  first  lieut- 
enants of  the  Air  Corps  to  the  grade  of 
captain,  with  rank  from  June  7,  1938,,  as 
follows: 

John  A.  Austin  James  L. Daniel, Jr. 

Pord  J.  Lauer  3udd  L,  Pea-slee 

Pay  0,  Dice  John  P.  Egan 

Herbert  E.  Rice  Edgar  R.  Todd 
Edward  H.  Porter  Arthur  LaS.  Smith 
Joseph  H. Atkinson  Donald  D,  Arnold 
Robert  L.Schoenlein  Clarence  T.  Mower 
Prederick  W.  Ott  Louie  P,  Turner 
Wentworth  Goss 
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SECOHD  WIHG  COMMANDER  VISITS  KELLY  PIELD 


Brigadier  General  Arnold  N.  Krogstad, 
Air  Corps,  Commanding  General  of  the  2nd 
Wing,  GHQ  Air  Pore©,  arrived  at  Kelly 
Pield,  .Texas,  at  5:30  a.m. , May  22nd, 
after  a .non-stop  flight  in  a B-17  "Ply- 
ing Portress'*  from  Langley  Pield.  Va.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Captain  N.B.  (Chick) 
Hardingj  1st  Lieuts.  Williams,  Gibbs  and 
Kilpatrick,  and  two  enlisted  mechanics. 
The  route  followed  was  Langley  Pield  to 
Tampa,  Pla, , then  across  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  Port  Aransas,  Texas,  to  Kelly 
Pield. 

General  Krogstad  and  his  party  left 
Kelly  Pield  about  8:00  a.m.,  May  25th, 
following  the  same  course  as  on  the 
southbound  trip,  but  in  reverse  order. 
While  in  San  ilintonio,  the  General  attend- 
ed the  graduation  exercises  at  Thomas 
Jefferson  High  School  on  May  22nd,  where 
his  son,  Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  Jr, , was 
gradua.ted. 
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TALKING  ABOUT  RECORDS 


Cl 


LANGLEY  MEN  HONORED  AT  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 


Eight  Langley  Pield  officers  and  en- 
listed men,  who  died  since  last  Memorial 
Day,  were  honored  with  special  services 
at  10:45  a.m.  on  Memorial  Day  at  the 
chapel,  with  Chaplain  Silas  E.  Decker 
delivering  the  address  at  its  Protestant 
service. 

Miss  Jacqueline  Marston  led  the  chapel 
choir  during  special  music. 

Those  who  were  honored  included  Major 
Alfred  E.  Waller,  ryf  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Scaadron,  8th  Pursuit  Group; 
Technical  Serge  .^at  Henry  A.  Bergman,  Ad- 
ministrative Section,  Base  Headquenters 
and  let  Air  Base  Squadron;  Corporals 
Sidney  A,  Gibbs,  Security  Section,  Base' 
Headquarters  and  1st  Air  Base  Squadron, 
and  Alton  B.  Langston,  Third  Observation 
Squadron;  and  Privates  M^arvin  S.  Cran- 
fall  and  Harold  L.  Mulnix  of  the  49th 
Bombardment  Squadron;  Joseph  Remi  Ami 
Cours,  20tli  Eomoardment  Sq^iadron,  and 
Kenneth  A.  Oyler,  of  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Squadron  of  the  Second 
Wing. 
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"During  the  past  year  or  more,"  de- 
clares 1st  Lieut.  George  P.  Schlatter, 
Air  Corps,  "I  have  been  much  interested 
in  reading  of  the  many  and  varied  re- 
cords that  have  been  established  by 
pilots  and  ships  of  the  Air  Corps.  It 
seems  that  hardly  a week  passes  that 
does  not  see  some  change  in  the  existing 
records.  Permit  me  to  add  one  more  re- 
cord to  the  files. 

"During  the  past  year,  I have  been 
acting  as  the  Air  Corps  Representative 
at  the  Stearman  Aircraft  Cong)my  in 
Tiliehita,  Kansas,  testing  PT-13A  air- 
planes for  Randolph  Pield,  Since  there 
was  no  other  equipment  available,  all 
business  and  cross-country  trips  were, 
of  necessity,  raa-de  in  these  Randolph 
Pursuit  jobs.  Ikie  net  result  has  tseen 
an  appropriate  total  of  ninety  hours  of 
navigation  in  PT-13A’s.  Of  course,  no 
one  has  ever  before  submitted  such  a 
record  to  my  knowledge,  so  it  is  alto- 
gether possible  that  there  are  other 
claimants.  To  him  who  bests  me,  my  con- 

fratulations  and  condolences:  he’s  a 
etter  man  than  I. 

"What  a ship’  Not  all  was  beer  and 
skittles,  but  the  day  I went  to  Port 
Riley,  a flat  100  miles,  in  thirty-six 
minutes,  and  took  an  hour  and  fifty-five 
minutes  to  return,  was  indicative.  Any- 
where else,  I could  cruise  along  with 
the  BT-2‘s,  but  the  Kansas  winds  really 
played  hob  with  that  possibility.  And 
It  is  a bit  tough  to  zig  and  zag  like 
an  Armir  worm  in  order  to  pick  up  gas 
every  couple  of  hundred  miles. 

"In  addition,  they  are  marvelous  for 
mid-winter  flying.  So  cool  and  invigo- 
rating - so  bracing.  One  Randolph  ferry 
pilot  found  the  answer,  though,  qj  land- 
ing in  a corn  field  and  running  up  and 
down  in  full  regalia  until  he  se,w  the 
farmer  coming.  Having  seen  an  insane 
asylum  just  over  the  hill,  he  prudently 
took  off  without  waiting  for  his  visitor, 
"But  enough.  Tnere’s  the  record  - 
shoot  at  it.  Or  at  me  for  mentioning 
it." 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  PROJECT  AT  MARPA,  TEXAS 


Pirst  Lieut.  Charles  A.  Clark,  Jr., 
Photographic  Officer  at  Kelly  Pield, 
Texas,  accompanied  by  Stai'f  Sergeant 
Charles  H.  McCoy,  spent  two  days,  May 
25th  to  27th,  at  Marfa,  Texas,  engaged 
on  a photographic  mission,  with  which 
the  local  Photographic  Section  had  been 
charged.  Three  days  prior  to  the  actual 
performance  of  the  project,  Lieut.  Clark 
visited  Marfa  on  a navigation  flight  to 
look  over  the  terrain  involved  in  the 
proposed  mission.  The  results  of  the 
trip  were  very  satisfactory,  an  area  of 
approximately  400  square  miles  being 
photographed. 
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COIvjMT.SSIOFS  IN  THE  AIH  CORPS,  REQTO^AR  mn- 


The  Wair  3)epartiaent  annoiinced  on  Jime 
14th  that  ©:saminations  will  he  held  in 
July  and  August  for  the  appointment  of 
approximately  200  second  lieutenants  in 
the  Air  Co:ros  of  the  Ea^rular  Array.  Ap- 
plicants will  he  limited  to  graduates  of 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  who  are 
qualified  pilots  of  service  equipment, 
and  who  will  he  less  than  29  years  and 
ten  months  old  on  August  1,  1938. 

Candidates  will  suomit  applications, 
together  with  photographs  and  papers 
showing  evidence  of  graduation  from  the 
Air  Corps ^ Training  Center  and  proficien- 
cy in  flying,  to  Corps  Area  or  Depart- 
ment Commanders.  Preliminary  examina- 
tions to  determine  the  flying  proficien- 
cy of  candidates  will  he  completed  not 
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later  than  July  15th. 

Hie  final  examinations,  to  he  held 
from  August  1st  to  3rd,  will  consist  of 
two  parts,  the  first  covering  general 
educational  subjects,  and  the  second 
erahracing  technical  aviation  Buhjects. 
Graduates  of  recognized  colleges  and 
universities  will  he  excused  from  tak- 
ing the  first  part  of  the  final  examina- 
tion. In  addition  to  the  educational 
and  professional  examinations,  candi- 
dates will  he  required  to  pass  a rigid 
physical  examination. 

On  account  of  the  short  time  in  which 
to  consider  applications,  the  War  De- 
partment urges  all  eligible  candidates 
to  submit  their  applications  at  once. 


GENERAL  WBSTOYER  VISITS  THE  OMAL  ZONE 


Supplementing  the  article  on  the  above 
^b^ect,  which  appeared  in  the  Jurie  1st 
• issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter,  th© 
Albrook  Field  Correspondent  submitted 
the  following: 

"On  Friday,  May  13,  1938,  word  was  re- 
ceived by  the  19th  Wing  Headquarters 
from  Pan  American  Airways  that  Major 
General  Oscar  Festover  nad  departed  from 
Brownevill©,  Texas,  for  Guatemda  City, 
Guatemala,  enroute  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone.  For  the  next  few  days  hurried  pro- 
parations  w^r©;'made  to  .receive  the  Gnief- 
of  the  Air  Corps,  and  the  progress  of 
hi|  flight  through  Central  America  was 
followed  with  great  interest  by  all  Air 
Corps  personnel  stationed  at  Albrook  and 
France  Fields. 

'‘The  »hop'  from  Brownsville  to  Guate- 
mala, with  one  stop  in  Mexico  to  service 
was  successfully  completed,  and  on  the 
I4th  the  General  departed  from  the  latter 
city  for ^Albrook  Field.  Now,  however,  a 
slight  hitch  occurred.  The  rainy  season 
was  in  full  swing,  and  our  distinguished 
visitor  was  forced  to  spend  the  night  in 
David,  a small  town  on  the  Western  bor- 
der of  the  Republic  of  Panama,  because 
of  the  bad  weather  common  at  that  time 
of  day  in  this  climate.  Sunday,  the 
ISth,  arrived  clear  and  unlimited,  and 
after  completing  the  210-mile  flight 
General  We stover  landed  at  Albrook  Field 
at  9:20  a.m, 

"During  Sunday,  Major  General  D.L^ Stone, 
Department  Conmander,  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral F.H,  Smith,  Pacific  Sector  Conimand- 
er,  paid  informal  calls.  The  rest  of 
tihe  day  was  spent  in  resting  after  this 
long  flight  until  5:00  p.m,  , when  th© 
Commanding  General,  the  officers  and 
ladies  of  the  19th  Wing  held  a reception 
at  the  Union  Club  in  Panama  City  in 
honor  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  In 
addition  to  Air  Corps  personnel,  many 


members  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Diplo- 
matic Corps  were  present  at  this  pleas- 
ant reception. 

"Bright  and  early  Monday  morning,  Gen- 
eral Westover  began  his  tour  of  inspecS- 
tion  at  Albrook  Field,  with  General  . 
Brett  as  his  guide,  and  covered  every 
activity  in  detail.  Later  in  the  racrn- 
ing,  the  necessary  official  calls  were 
made,  first  upon  General  Stone,  at 
Quarry  Heights,  where  an  appropriate 
&“alute  was  fired  with  the  attendant  es- 
cort of  honors  then  on  to  the  Canal  Ad- 
ministration ;Milding  at  Balboa  Heights, 
where  a call  was  paid  upon  Governor 
Ridley,  after  which  operations  ceased 
for  the  day. 

"On  Tuesday,  May  17th,  the  gunnery 
camp  at  Rio  Hato,  Republic  of  Panama, 
was  inspected,  and  at  the  same  time 
live  bombing  by  the  25th  Bombardment 
Squadron  from  France  Field  was  observed^ 
•Dhen  back  to  Albrook  Field  for  an  offi- 
cial call  upon  Rear  Admiral  Walter  S. 
Vernou,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  15th 
Naval  District  at  Balboa,  Canal  Zone. 

"Next  came  a thorough  inspection  of 
France  Field  and  the  Panama  Air  Depot, 
which  completed  the  round  of  all  Air 
Corps  activities  on  the  Isthmus. 

"Finally,  there  was  time  for  a to-ur  of 
inspection  of  the  nearby  Array  posts  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  Service  and 
a visit  to  observe  Miraflores  Locks  in 
action.  The  customary  shopping  v/as  at- 
tended to  in  Panama,  and  the  General 
was  taken  to  a picnic  at  Taboga  Island 
in  the  Bay  of  Panama,  in  addition  to  the 
many  social  functions  in  his  honor. 

"Tlien  on  Sunday,  the  22nd,  our  visitor 
departed  from  Albrook  Field  at  6:00 
a.m.  , this  time,  however,  being  accom- 
anied  (as  far  as  the  Mexican  border)  by 
wo  A-17*s  from  the  74th  Attack  Squadron 
"All  in  all,  this  visit  seemed  to  be 
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very  enlightening  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  as  well  as  a profitable  one 
for  the  Air  Defenses  ©f  the  Canal  Zone, 
since  it  has  now  been  assrired  that  many 
improvements  may  he  expected  in  the  near 
futnre. 

"The  entire  personnel  of  the  19th  Wing 
joined  in  wishing  General  ^/estover,  a 
pleasant  flight  home  and  in  hoping  that 
he  will  again  pay  Panama  a visit  in  the 
near  fut-ure." 


"it  soon  cleared  up,  and  the  cold,  clear 
air  of  the  ca.nip  was  most  invigorating.  r 
A snowstorm  had  left  a mntle  of  white  V 
on  Manna  Loa,  and  it  was-  a very  pretty 
Bight,  indeed.  Manna  Kea,  the  other 
lar§e  volcanic  mountain  was  not  in  sight 
during  o'lor  stay,  hecauBe  of  the  low 
strata  of  clouds  which  obscured  our  vi- 
sion. It  was  very  cold  at  night  and 
three  blankets  were  necessary  to  keep 
warm  while  sleeping,  ®ie  second  day  at 
the  caPp  was  an  enjoyable  one,  starting 
At  the  close  of  his  inspection  tour  and!  off  in  the  morning  with  a trip  around 

« chain  of  craters,  which  with  Mauna 

Loa  and  Mauna  Kea  are  the  main  points  of 
interest. 

In  the  afternoon,  golf  and  a trip  to 
the  Bird  Park  were  next  on  the ^ itinerary 
for  the  officers.  The  facilities  at  the 
can^  were  excellent,  and  the  food  for 
all  was  excellent.  Our  thanks  to  those 
responsible  for  our  enjoyable  trip  and 
stay  at  Hilo.  Hilo  will  long  be  remem- 
bered for  its  generous  welcome  and  the 
good  time  had  by  all  while  there." 

— oOo— - 


visit  to  the  two  Air  Corps  fields  in  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  Major  General  Weetover 
expressed  the  following  sentiments  to 
the  Commanding  General  of  the  19th  Wing, 
Air  Corps j 

"I  wish  you  would  convey  to  the  fami- 
lies of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Air 
Corps  in  the  Canal'  Zone,  appreciation 
of  their  manifest  cooperation  in  assist- 
ing the  officers  and  men  of  this  command 
in  achieving  the  high  standard  I have 
noted  here.  It  is  realized  that  service 
in  the  tropics  is  not  always  of  benefit 
to  the  families  of  officers  and  men. 
However I by  exercise  of  due  care  and 
precaution,  and  keeping  in  mind  always 
the  high  standards  of  the  Arn^,  which 
requires  team  work,  not  only  in  the  per- 
formance of  military  duties,  but  in  the 
home  life  as  well  - happiness  and  suc- 
cess is  achieved  for  all.  I have  noted 
the  fellowship  moreover  which  reflects 
a comraunity  cooperative  spirit  and  tol- 
erance such  as  are  necessary  in  any  suc- 
cessful conmunity  life." 

- — oOo— 

TACTICAL  SCHOOL  STUDEHTS  GRADUATE 

The  students  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , received 
their  certificates  of  graduation  on  the 
morning  of  June  ord,  same  being  present- 
ed by  Major  General  0.  Westover,  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps. 

About  fifty  officers  were  scheduled  to 
depart  from  Maxwell  Field  by  air  and 
private  conveyance  for  the  Army  War  Col- 
lege Post  Exercises  in  Washington,  D. C., 
scheduled  to  begin  June  12th  and  to  last 
about  nine  days. 

oOo— 

YES,  IT  SNOWS  IN  HAWAII! 

Five  airplanes  of  the  72nd  Bombardment 
Squadron,  Luke  Field,  T.H, , were  flown 
on  May  12th  to  Hilo  on  the  Island  of 
Hawaii,  where  the  personnel  had  a short 
visit  of  t?/o  days.  Although  only  a few 
of  the  enlisted  men  could  go  along,  al- 
most all  the  officers  and  those  men  who 
did  manage  to  go  enjoyed  tb  erase  Ives  im- 
mensely, The  officers,  went  directly  to 
the  Kilauea  Military  Camp,  and  a few  en- 
listed men  also  went  to  the  camp.  "Al- 
though it  was  raining  upon  our  arrival," 
declares  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
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TAEGST  PLANTED  IN  HAWAIIAN  WATERS 

The  5th  Bombardment  Group  Armament  Sec- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  1st  Lieut. 
Marvin  L,  Harding,  Air  Corps,  has  just 
completed. a pro ject  involving  efforts 
which  might  well  qualify  them  for  duty 
with  seagoing  organizations. 

For  some  time,  the  5th  Bombardment 
Group  has  been  without  a suitable  target 
for  record  bombing.  A project  is  under 
way  to  remedy  this  shortage,  but  prog- 
ress is  slow.  In  order  that  the  train- 
ing of  the  bombers  would  not  of  necessi- 
ty be  slighted  any  longer,  It  was  decid- 
ed' to  erect  a temporary  target,  and  a 
site  was  selected  off-shore  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Hickam  Field.  Funds  for  the 
purchase  of  materials  were  practically 
non-existent,'  and  the  construction  of 
the  target  by  contract  was  out  of  the 
question,  so  by  dint  of  much  begging  and 
borrowing,  sufficient  timber,  rails  and 
drums  for  the  project  were  assembled. 

Construction  of  the  target  platform 
was  completed  at  Luke  Field,  and  the 
whole  suspended  above  a temporary  float- 
ing platform  for  the  trip  to  the  target 
site.  By  the  use  of  one  of  the  local 
motor  launches,  the  assembly  was  towed 
to  the  edge  of  the  reef  about  three 
miles  from  its  proposed  final  resting 
place.  The  presence  of  the  reef  and 
shallow  water  necessitated  the  use  of 
man  power  for  the  last  phase  of  the  move- 
ment. The  Group  Armament  Officer  and 
twenty  men  pulled  the  platform  through 
waist-deep  water  over  rough  coral, 
battling  high  winds  and  rough  seas  for 
every  inch  of  the  three  miles.  After 
five  hours  of  heaving,  the  proposed  site 
was  reached  just  before  the  shoulder 
high  breakers  began  to  take  their  toll 
(Continued  on  Page  8 ). 
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Ed,  Rote;  Several  years  ago  an  Air 
Corps  officer  wrote  a story  under  tlie 
above  title  and,  happenir^  to  ran  across 
it  just  recently,  we  read  it  and  were  so 
in^jressed  with  it  that  we  requested  and 
received  permission  to  reprint  it  in  the 
Air  Corps  Hews  Letter. 

Every  generation  of  every  nationality 
requires  a hero.  It  finds  one  or  makes 
one.  In  earliest  times  he  was  mythical; 
a little  later  he  was  some  great  warrior 
or  explorer.  Eut  some  man  has  alvvays 
been  set  apart  from  his  fellows  and  ac- 
corded the  adulation  of  the  multitude. 

A few  years  after  the  war  heroes  began 
to ^ run  out  and  this  emotional  complex, 
this  crowd  psychology,  led  the  people  to 
cast  about  for  some  new  head  to  crown. 
Then  along  came  the  spectacular  flights. 
At  this  juncture  America  was  searching 
its  collective  soul  for  a new  hero,  and 
it  seized  upon  these  unsuspecting  flyers. 
So  the  toga  was  handed  about,  falling  in 
turn  upon  each  succeeding  ocean  spanner 
or  record  breaker. 

Strangely  enongh,  with  all  the  shout- 
ing that  has  been  done,  all  the  medals 
which  have  been  struck  off,  not  one 
single  soul  has  picked  the  right  man  in 
this  flying  business. 

Human  flight  was  a coii5)aratively  new 
art.  Eor  thousands  of  years  man  had 
longed  to  soar  among  the  clouds.  It  was 
not  unnatural  then  that  some  member  of 
the  flying  fraternity  should  fill  the 
national  need  for  a hero.  Eor  some 
reason  the  pilot  wa.s  selected.  He  it 
was  whose  will  directed  these  new  ma- 
chines of  flight;  whose  courage  perform- 
ed these  feats  of  daring  high  above  the  j 
earth.  So  selected  he  was.  And  each  | 
small  boy  decided  not  to  be  a policeman,  j 
fireman  or  railroad  engineer,  but  vision-! 
ed  himself  a flyer  when  he  grew  to  man’s 
estate. 

So  we  pulled  a parade,  waved  flags, 
mad^  mecialsj  played  the  band,  and  greet- 
ed like  a viking  arriving  at  Valhalla 
each  new  pilot  who  flew  a little  higher, 
or  a little  longer,  or  a little  faster. 
Why  not?  Your  airman  wore  proudly  the 
symbols  of  his  profession.  He  was  the 
striking  figure  in  this  new  industry. 
Little  wonder  little  lads  foreswore  old 
models  and  changed  their  boyhood  dreams. 

But  we  made  a great  mistake  as  multi- 
tudes always  do.  The  fellows  who  make 
airplanes  fly,  who  make  records  fall, 
who  ^ove  ten  thousand  airplanes  fifty 
V million  miles  last  year  were  not  the 
t pilots.  They  were  the  mechanics.  Mechs 
We  call  them  for  slang,  for  short,  as 
some  Call  an  Irislunan  a mick. 

Let  me  tell  you  about  this  fellow  as  I 
; ^ve  come  to  know  him  in  the  Army  Air 
j corps,  and  see  if  you  don^t  agree  with 


me. 

Most  men  work  for  reward.  There  are 
various  forms  of  reward.  The  cheers  and 
conmendation  of  onlookers,  money,  pleas- 
ure, self-expression,  self-satisfaction. 
The  pilot  gets  all  of  these  in  some  de- 
gree. What  does  the  meclianic  get?  His 
pay  ranges  from  twenty-one  to  one  hund- 
red fifty  dollars  a month.  He  sleeps  in 
a long  shed  with  a hundred  or  more  of 
his  fellows.  His  is  the  privacy  of  a 
bird  in  the  cage.  All  of  his  personal 
belongings  are  stored  under  liis  bed  in 
a four-do liar  trunk.  He  eats  in  a com- 
munity mess  in  mass  on  fifty  cents  a 
day.  His  working  clothes  are  ill-fit- 
ting coveralls.  His  hands  are  cut  and 
black  from  contact  with  greasy  engines. 
You  can’s  keep  that  "skin  you  love  to 
touch"  and  maintain  any  intimacy  with 
an  airplane  power  plant. 

He  rises  at  daybreak  by  bugle  call;  he 
retires  when  the  last  pla,ne  is  in,  when 
his  work  is  done. 

Don’t  ask  me  why  is  an  airplane  me- 
chanic? ’/Jhat  kind  of  man  would  elect 
such  a role,  such  a life?  Rather  tell  me 
why  is  a hermit,  wizard,  nurse,  nun  or 
saint.  I don’t  know.  There  is  no  ac- 
counting for  occupational  tastes,  but 
every  time  I fly,  I thank  Rate  for  the 
good  mechanic. 

He’s  no  dunce,  either.  To  learn  all 
he  loiOT/s  would  give  many  a college  pro- 
fessor an  awful  headache.  He  gets  his 
invaJuable  training  over  a long  period 
of  years.  The  school  of  hard  knocks  is 
his.  Truly,  he  learns  to  do  by  doing. 

This  modern  airplane  engine  is  no 
simple  mechanism.  It  has  more  parts 
than  the  human  body  and  more  ailments 
too.  A Divine  Providence  has  fashioned 
your  internal  mechanism  more  smoothly, 
coordinated,  yoiir  organs  better,  than  man 
has  built  this  engine.  But  the  good  en- 
gine mech  knows  every  part,  every  symp- 
tom, every  malfunction.,  as  well  as  any 
doctor  or  surgeon  knows  the  causes  and 
remedies  for  your  pains  and  aches.  The 
mechanic  has  the  trained  ear  of  a skill- 
ed musician.  But  his  ear  is  tuned  to 
the  thund.erous  pounding  of  four  hundred 
roaring  horses,” not  the  tinkling  notes 
of  a harp. 

Sums  years  ago,  I was  assigned  a plane 
for  flight,  I started  to  climb  in.  The 
mech  said:  "Lieutenant,  I wouldn’t  take 


that  ship  up.  The  engine  don’t  sound 
right  to  me." 

I ran  it  up,  it  delivered  full  power, 
hit  on  both  switches,  accelerated  prompt 
ly . I couldn’ t detect  any  indication  of 
troiible.  I called  for  the  engineering 
officer.  He  ran  it  up  and  marked  it 
^ O.K. 

j But  the  mechanic  still  shook  his  head. 

* I took  off  and  joined  a practice  for- 
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mation,  and  soon  forgot  the  warningof 
rny  mechanic  as  we  flew  out  of  San  Diego 
Bay  past  Point  Loraa.  Twenty  minutes 
later,  the  engine  quit  cold  without 
warning,  I sat  her  down  in  the  sea.  She 
was  a land  plane  and  soon,  sank. 

I'Thile  swimming  around  v/alting  for  a 
rescue  boat,  I made  one  resolve  which 
has  remained  with  me  through  the  years. 
T/Jlien  a good  mechanic  says  an  engine's 
had,  I don't  trust  ray  judgment.  He's 
the  doctor. 

This  little  incident  brought  out^ 
another  point,  too.  The  mechanic  is  not 
fraught  with  many  of  our  human  weakness- 
es. That  mech  was  on  the  rescue  boat, 
but  he  has  never  to  this  good  day  said, 

"l  told  you  BO.”  But  he  couldn’t  rest 
until  we  fished  that _ plane  off  the  ocean 
floor  and  he  spent  his  Sunday  holiday 
taking  it  apart  to  see  what  failed.  He 
has  all  the^ instincts,  training,  and 
frame  of  mind  of  a surgeon;  he  works  on 
a raechanism  worth  ten  thousand  dollars 
but  he  draws  the  pay  of  your  surgeon’ s 
office  boy  or  charwoman. 

One  of  the  characteristics  we  always 
lilce  to  associate  with  heroes  is  cour- 
age. Here  your  mech  is  not  found  want- 
iiig.  He'll  fly  with  any  pilot  any  time  i 
and  that's  something  I won't  do.  It  ^ 
takes  more  courage  to  ride  thaji  to  pilot  j 
the  plane  yourself.  You  always  know  j 
what  you  are  going  to  do.  He  never  does.1 
The  chances  are  ten  to  one  you  are  a i 
poor  automobile  driver.  Yet  the  chances i 
are  ninety-nine  out  of  a hundred  that  } 

you  feel  safer  driving  a car  yourself  j 

than  riding  with  Barney  Oldfield.  1 

So  it  is  in  flying.  I have  known  some' 
pilots  to  cool  off,  get  cold  feet^as^we  j 
say,  yet  I have  never  known  a mechanic 
to  decline  to  fly. 

In  1918  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  pull  a 
friend  from  an  airplane  v/reck  which  had 
burned.  He  had  shrunk  to  the  size  of  a 
Philippine  mummy.  Since  that  day  I have 
had  no  desire  or  curiosity  to  aid  at  the 
scene  of  a fatal  crash.  This  is  one  of 
the  terrible  duties  a mechanic  never 
shirks. 

The  mechanic  is  reliablej  he  is_ trust- 
worthy, I cannot  name  a single  airplane 
crash  caused  by  his  negligence.  He 
takes  his  work  seriously;  he  knov/s  human 
life  is  at  his  mercy.  He  worries,  too. 

Hot  long  ago  one  of  my  best  men  who_ 
had  cared  for  some  years  for  the  special 
pla.nes  of  high  officials  in  Washington 
came  to  me  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from 
those  planes  and  assigned  to  routine 
work.  He  said  the  sorry  over  the  tremen 
dous  responsibility  he  carried  was  under 
mining  his  health.  I know  another  ma- 
chExiic  who  spent  his  last  dollar  to  buy 
a flashlight  so  that  he  could  see  the 
better  to  moke  his  inspections  in  closed 
hangars  on  dark,  winter  days. 

Examine  the  rolls  of  the  flying  dead 
and  you'll  find  almost  as  many  mechanicSj 
aS  pilots.  Yet  their  names  are.:  forgot-  j 
ten.  Others  get  the  adulation,  the 


praise,  the  medals  and  commendations. 

You  Can't  name  the  mechanics  whose  work  / 
made  possible  the  prominent  flights,  ' 
though  the  pilots'  names  are  household 
words. 

If  I didn’t  have  full  confidence  in  my 
mechanics,  I’d  be  a foot  soldier.  If 
they  weren’t  reliable,  it  would  be  too 
dangerous  to  fly. 

So  I say  to  you  little  mechs,  my 
helmet’s  off  to  you.  You  may  be  ragged 

fr ease-monkeys  to  some,  but  to  me  you’re 
he  guardian  angels  of  this  flying  busi- 
ness. 

You’re  the  real  Air  heroes. 

oOo 

Target  Planted  in  Hawaiian  Waters 

' CContinued  i'rom  Page  6) 

of  the  floating  platform  and  collapsed 
one  corner.  The  flotation  drums  were 
then  punctured  and  the  target  swung  into 
its  final  position.  Anchor  rails  were 
driven  into  the  coral  and  the  stringers 
and  center  platform  installed. 

For  the  purpose  of  aiding  bombers  in 
the  spotting  of  their  hits,  a lOO-foot 
circle  of  stakes  was  placed  around  the 
main  platform,  and  the  target  was  ready 
to  talce  its  place  in  the  training  program 
of  the  Group. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  cost  of 
the  project  under  terras  of  open  marlcet  | 
purchase  would  have  been  about  $1,200. 

The  actual  outlay  of  $129.38  is  a tribute 
to  the  ingeiiuity  of  the  Armament  Section, 
and  the  other  departments  of  the  Group 
and  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot  which  assist- 
ed in  the  construction. 

— oOo 

Forced  Landing  by  Adv.  School  Students 

"X^dntiiiued  from  Page  3 ) 

piloted  by  Lieut.  Barzynski,  was  com- 
pletely wrecked.  Fortunately,  neither 
Major  Lawson  nor  Lieut.  Barzynski  suf- 
fered any  injury. 

- — oOo 


GEHEHAL  EOBIHS  VISITS  KELLY  FIELD 

Brigadier  General  A.W.  Robins,  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divi ion, 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  ai:''ived  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texac,  from  BarlcBoale  Field, 
La.,  at  11:30  p.ra. , June  3rd,  in  a B-18A 
airplane,  for  a brief  visit  at  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Fljung  School.  General 
Robins  was  accompanied  by  Majors  T.H. 

• Chapman  and  B.E.  Meyers,  Captain  R, 

• Kiellor,  and  Mr.  Studebaker,  crew  chief. 
The  party  left  Kelly  Field  to  return  to 
Wright  Field  on  Sunday,  June  5th. 

— oOo 

Effective  about  Sept.  1,  1938,  Colonel 
Shepler  W.  FitzGerald,  Air  Corps,  is  re- 
lieved from  assignment  and  duty  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  War  Department  General  Staff, 
Washington,  D. C.,  and  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Hawaiian  Deoar tment, 
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History  was  made  at  Patterson  Field* 
Fairfield,  OHio,  oil  the.  morning  of  May 
^ 21,  ;1938,.  when  the  first  claes  in  the  • 
..'••'■first  ‘Autogiro  -Training  .School  in  the 
Hnite'd -..States  was  gradated.  This  .e¥ent 
marked  the  end  of  five  weeks  of  inten- 
'■'^’sive  training  in  the  air  and  on.  the  line 
■'•'for ■fo'ui'.c-. student  pilots  and  five  enlist- 
ed'mechanics.  ■ ' 

■ The 'graduation- 'exercises-  included  the 
■presentation  of  diplomas  to  the  graduat,- 
'ing  students  and.  the  aerial  review.  The 
'brief  ceremony  of  presentation  of  diplo- 
mas waS'  conducted  in  the  open  space  be- 
tween'two  hangars.,  '.using  the  autogiro  s 
in  the  door  of  the  'hangar -as  a backgro-und, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  H.  Houghton,  Com- 
mandant cf  the  School,  presented  the  di- 
plomas in  the  presence  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral A.  1.  Robins,  Chief  of  the.  -Materiel 

■ Divisioni  1st  .Lieut.  H.F,  ' Gregory,  Assis- 
tant Conmandaut,  and  assembled  guests . 

- Upon  the  completion  of  this  part  of 
the  ceremony,  the  students  -pushed  the 
autogiro  s from  the  hangar  to  -the  : flying 
line  in  column,  lined  the  g-iros  abreast, 
unfolded,  the  rotor  blades,  and  prepar'ed'  ■ 
to  take  off.,  'When  every tMng.  -was  ready, 
all,  rotors  turning  fast  enough,  .the  lead- 
er took  off,  followed  in  line  by  the 
other  four  autpgiros.  ■■■  -After  circling 
the  field  once,  the  five  giros  passed. in. 

■ review  in  echelon  to  the  right,  then’., 
formed  a circle  over  operations  and  land- 

■ ed. singly  in  front  of  the  reviewing 
.stand,..  ®iis  ’completed  -the  graduation 
exercises. 

■Following  is  a.  list  of'  the  graduates: 

Pilots  ■ ' 

1st  Lieut,'  P,  Irnest^Gabel,  .Mitchel 
Field,  L.  I,  , He'w  York,  • , 

le.t  Lieut,  Frank  P,  Hunter,  Jr,,  Pope 
Field,  Fort  Bragg, . l.'C,  ' . ' 

■•.2'nd  Lieut,  James  ¥an-G.-  Wilson,  - Scott 
Field,  .Belleville,  111.  ' ' 

- ;2nd  Lieut.  Jay  D.  'Rutledge,  Jr, , 'Moffett 
. Field,  Calif.  ■ . 

Mechanlce  ' 

Private,'  Ist  'CTais7~^chard  J.  Sorensen 
Private  Robert  G.  Franks  ■ '■'  ' ' 

Private  Francis  M.' ■'White 
Private  Lee  M.  dingier  j. ; ' ' ' ' 

.-Private  Freeman  0.  Mallinson,  ’ 

•.Air -Corps  personnel  who  .served  as  in.-' 
s true  tor  B .fo.r  this  class  were  Is.t -Lieut*' 
H.F.  Gregory,  2nd'Ll©uts.  E.S-.  Hichols, 
G.H,  Snyder, ' Corporal  Jolm  M.  Teten,  Pri- 
vates let  Class. Otto  F.  Sill  and  Jack.O. 
Felt, 

Second  Lieut.' James  Van.'G.  Wilson  is 
remaining'  at  Patterson  Field  as .an  In- 
. s true  tor. -for . the  next  -class,  scheduled 
to  star t' ' J'une  8,  "1938,  -He  xs,  relieving.  , 
2nd,  Lieut,:  Graves  H,  Snyder,  who  will 
return,  'to. 'his  home  station  at  Fort  Riley, 
■Kansas.  ' ■ 

: Th-e  follow!^ 'poem  was  c.oimosed  by  on©-' 
of  the  mechanics  after  watching. the 


-SS  GRABTJATES  - 

autpgiros  perform*,;  , 

' 'r;'  ” '.'THE  GIRO 

OhI  It  floats  through,  the  air  with  the  great- 
est of  eas'e',  ,-  ' 

The  soimd  of  the  rotor  like  the  -vand  through 
the  trees, 

Its  actions  are  graceful,  all  pilo-fcs  -it  doth 
please,  ' - . 

And  ay  adndration  it  has  stolen  a-ws-y--  - 

OhI  Once  I rode  in  it  and  th0-h  I had  sxirorn, 

To  fly  in  it  again  just  as’  sure’ as  .you're  'born 
The  landing  it  made  looked  so  a'bsurd, 

But  it*s  landing  -was  as  gentle  as  that  of  a 
■bird.  ■' 

Qhl  It  lands  on  a rddd.e  and  leaves  fotn:*  cents 
cha-nge , 

Then  rolls  backwards  and  picks  up  -^vhat  reroains 
It  leaves  the  groimd  in  nothing  flat, 

And  gets  to  five,  thousand  at  the  drop  of  a 
. hat. 

OhI  It  goes  at -a  h-undred  then  comes  to  a stop, 
To  look  at  it  xmkes  ,yo-ur  heart  go  flippity 
flop , ' ■ 

You'd  think  it  -wo-uld  stall  and  go  into  a spin, 
Blit  you  look  at  the.  pilot  and  he'll  give  you 
. ' a -grin..  ' 

Oh,’  I.  think  that  the  -yj-indimll  is,  just  the  stui 
,lt  tail-spins  your  heart  but  don't  treat  you 
rough,  ■ 

It  lifts  you  ■straight  in  the  windiest 
weather , 

Then  comes' ’do-spni  tail  first  just  as  light  as  a 
, feather, . 

A ride  in  a Jeep  on  a hot  surtmer  day, 

Is  like-  a xrdnt  julep,  or  so  they  say, 

The  fan.  on  the  top  is  to  keep  you  cool, 

No-w  that-  imke  you  -waim  people  drool? 

So  jii^'  Itt'  your  Giro  ©nd  go  up  and  play, 

The  fan  "oh  the 'front  keeps  the  mosquitos  away. 
And  when  you  come-  dovai  and  hop  into  bed, 

Just , thiiak  of  these  merits  - need  more  be  said 
. •■  " ■ ■ ■ ' — ~o0o— 

.LlTEEAEr"mEHT  IN  96TH  BOMBARO™  SQUADROI 

The  literaiy  talents  'of  the  .96th  Bombardment 
Sq.'uadron'*’  Langley  Field,  Ya.  , have  taken  a tux-- 
.for  the  bes.t,  "t-wo  authors  in  the  organization 
.contrib-utlng  articles  to  nationally  known  mage- 
. zines  recently; ' 'Major  Harold  L.  George  does 
justice  to  his  article,.  'Modern  .Air  Po-wer  Kot 
■fat  Tested,"  in  the  May  issue,  of  ,tho  National 
Aeronautics  ^Sagazine,  and  it  is  highly  recon>- 
mended  for  study  by  Air  Corps  personnel.  Lieut 
■■W.C.,  Bentley  prod.uced  an  interesting  st-udy  on 
navigation,  ;whicb  beaxs  special  interest  to  t} 
followers  ..of --this  specialized  vrork,  "Orientaf- 
tion  -and  Landfall-  by  Pre-Conputed  Curves,  ” 
Kihich  -will  appear-  in  an  early  edition  of  Aero 
Digest. 
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MAINTENANCE  ELIGHT  BY  ATTACK  STUDENTS 

The  first  '* round- the-liorn’*  _ flight  ”by 
the  class  in  tlie  Attack  Section  of  the 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, ^ 
Texas,  was  completed  in ^ May.  The  flight 
was  made  to  Barksdale  Field,  La.  ; 

Hensley  Field,  Texas;  Post  Field,  Okla- 
homa; Anmrillo,  Texas;  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico;  Fort  Bliss  and  Midland,  Texas. 

The  Attack  planes  went  "around  the  horn" 
without  a scratch,  which  speaks  well  for 
the  Attack  Section  and  the  63rd  School 
Squadron.  One  hundred  percent  of  the 
A-17  airplanes  were  in  commlBsion  for  , 
the  flight.  Also,  one  hundred  percent 
of  the  A-17  airplanes  were  in  commission 
for  the  start  of  the  second  maintenance 
flight. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  students 
in  the  Attack  Section  and  the  email  num- 
ber of  airplanes,  the  personnel  in  the 
63rd  Squadron  are  becoming  accustomed  to 
working  morning,  afternoon  and  night. 
However,  the  mcrale  is  high  and  the  re- 
sults are  gratifying.  Altho'^h  the  main- 
tenance problem  is  more  difficult  when 
students  are  flying  the  planes,  every 
crew  is  very  pleased  to  see  their  plane 
flying.  Even  though  the  number  of 
Attack  planes  is  limited  in  the  63rd 
School  Squadron,  these  planes  are  used 
by  the  Attack  Section  for  student  flying. 
All  the  flying  time  for  enlisted  men  of 
this  Squadron  is  acconplished  in  the 
Attack  planes,  and  permanent  pilots  pre- 
fer the  A-17  for  their  miscellaneous 
cross-country  flights.  The  News  Letter 
correspondent  states  that  it  will  be  a 
relief  to  the  63rd  Squadron  when  more 
Attack  planes  are  assigned  to  Kelly 
Field. 

— oOo— 

INSPECTORS  COMPLETE  SPECIALIZED  COURSE 


Seven  inspectors  of  the  Bureau  of  Air 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  com- 
pleted a specialized  course  in  piloting 
on  twin-engined  airplanes  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  on  May  21st.  Each  inspector  re- 
ceived from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours' 

filot  time  on  local  and  cross-country 
lights. 

Those-  who  took  the  course  were  Captains 
A.P.  Kerr,  Neel,  M.F.  Clark,  1st 

Lieuts.  F.H.  Longeway,  J.H.  Doi^ias,  2nd 
Lieut s.  A.M.  Alcorn  and  R.L.  Simons,  all 
of  whom  are  Air  Reserve  officers  with 
the  exception  of  Lieut.  Longeway,  who  is 
a member  of  the  Minnesota  National  Guard. 
All  of  these  officers  also  hold  the  mili- 
tary aeronautical  rating  of  "Airplane 
Pilot."  Several  received  their  early- 
training  at  Kelly  Field  and  were  delight- 
ed to  return. 

In  addition  to  these  officers,  fourteen 
more  Department  of  Commerce  inspectors 
are  slated  to  receive  similar  training 
at  Kelly  Field.  Two  groups  of  seven 
each  are  scheduled  to  arrive  for  the 
course  of  instruction,  one  group  to 


start  on  June  6th  and  the  other  on  Sept- 
ember 30  th. 

— — oOo I 

NATIONAL  AIR  MAIL  WEEK  AT  LAN&LFY  FIELD 

Seven  pounds  of  mail  were  collected  at 
Langley  Field,  ¥a. , by  the  special  air 
mail  pilot.  Captain  Richard  Fell,  who 
flew  fi'om  Washington,  D. C.,  to  Langley 
I Field  on  Friday  afternoon  as  a feature 
1 of  the  local  observance  of  National  Air 
Mail  Week, 

Captain  Fell  was  due  to  have  departed 
from  the  Nation’ e Capital  at  lOjOO  a.m. , 
but  fog  delayed  the  take-off  until  near- 
ly twelve  noon.  He  arrived  at  Langley 
Field  at  12i40  p.m, , and  was  detained 
there  a few  minutes  when  one  of  the 
tires  on  his  plane  deflated.  Before  re- 
turning to  Washington  he  flew  to  Appo- 
mattox, Monticello,  Cape  Charles, 
Tfilllamsburg  and  Richmond  to  collect 
other  mail.  His  manager  is  Major  A1 
Y/illiams,  noted  aviator  and  stanp  col- 
lector. 

Those  who  took  part  in  the  cereiMnies 
were  Messrs.  W.S,  Crockett,  Hampton  Post- 
master; J.B.  Davenport,  Superintendent 
of  Mails  in  Hampton;  E. S.  Riggins,  Super- 
intendent of  the  poet  office  at  Langley; 
R.W.  Patrick,  Hampton  mail  clerk,  and 
Captain  Fell, 

Included  in  the  seven  pounds  of  mail 
were  194  letters  from  Kan^ton,  193  from 
Langley  Field,  16  from  Phoebus  and  10 
from  Ke  cough  ton. 

— oOo— 

BRITISH  AIElvlSN  VISIT  LAN&LH  FIELD 

Air  Conanodore  A.T.  .Harrie,  Air-  Officer, 
Coiamander  ©f  the  5th  Bomber  Group,  Royal 
Air  Force,  and  Group  Captain  G.  C.  Pine, 
Air  Attache  of  the  British  Embassy,  were 
luncheon  guests  of  Major  General  Ikank 
M.  Andrews,  Commanding  General  of  the 
General  Headquarters  Air  Force,-  at  his 
headquarters  at  Langley  Field,  Ya. , on 
Friday,  May  27th. 

The  two  British  officers  flew  to 
Lai^ley  Field  from  Vfashington  in  a 
British  plane,  arriving  at  11;.37  a.m. 
They  rmre  greeted  upon,  landing  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Robert  Olds,  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Second  Bombardment  Group,  who  ■ 
later  escorted  them  on  an  inspection 
trip  at  the  airdrome,  accoiDpa-nied  by 
Lieut.  Hiette  Williame,  They  were  given 
the  customry  gun  salute  fo.r  visiting 
dignitaries.  They  departed  fer  ¥aeh- 
iftgton  the  same  afternoon. 

„-»o0o— 


SPECIAL  NOTICE;  There  are  .on  hand  in 
the~ThTorma-j;T3n™Sivlsion,  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  a number  of 
copies  of  the  earlier  editions  of  Air 
Corps  Route  Maps  which  have  been  super-, 
seded  by  improved  and  later  issues  of 
the  same  routes.  Any  pilot  desirous  of 
having  copies  of  these  map  books  should 
forferd  request  to  the  Information  Div. 
-10-  ¥-7755,  A.C. 


TIEE  «rDKE  GRATStULTING  GLASS  AT  THE  AWAKCED  iLYINCx  SCHOOL 


Gradation  exercises  for  Class  33-B  of  th® 

Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  Sohool,  Kelly  Field, 

Texas,  are  schedvded  for  Jtxoe  ISth.  The  class 
consists  of  tw  officers  of  the  Regular  Ansy’ 

(ifejor  Lawrence  A.  Lawson,  Air  Cb^s,  and  1st 
Lieut,  Joseph  Barzynski,  Infantry),  6 foreign 
officers,  and  88  Flying  Cadets.' 

In  general,  the  custorrairy  schedule  of  events 
for  graduation  day  will  prevail,  the  cerenxjnies 
being  preceded  by  an  inspection  of  eirplfemos 
and  equipment  by  the  Conraa^ent  and  his  staff 
and  the  aerial  re-view,  to  be  participated  in  by 
the  students  of  the  graduating  class  at  9:30 

0(«  HiU 

The  graduation  ceremonies  will  be  held  in  the 
Post  Theater  at  10:45  a»n3, , at  which  time  Bri- 
gadier Geaaeral  Lesley  J.  McNair,  Cormraiding 
General  of  the  7th  Brigade,  Field  Artillery, 

Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  will  address  the  grad- 
uates and  present  them  with  their  diplomas. 

It  is  anticipated  that  about  40-0  Eesorve  of- 
ficers, 400  BjTC  students  from  Caxm  BidLlis,  and 
400  enlisted  men  of  Fort  Sam  Houston,  who  have 
less  than  one  year’s  service,  will  be  present 

to  witness  the  aerial  review  and  have  explained!  Alikins,  Milton  H 
to  them  by  Air  Coips  officers  all  that  is  going  | Horthcutt,  Eobert  Edvrard 
on.  They  will  also  be  afforded  an  opportunity  | Bridges,  John  BeGroff 
of  inspecting  the  type  of  equipment  and  instal-  j Pubn^,  Walter  B. 
lations  on  the  flying  line.  j Shipley,  Howard  J. 

The  88  Flying  Cadets  scheduled  to  gradmte  on  j McCe.^'ey,  Vernon 
June  16th,  who  -vdll  be  comnissioned  second 
lieutenan-bs  in  the  Air  Eeserve,  given  the  rat- 
ing of  "Aiiplane  Pilot,"  and  placed  on  extended 
active  duty  with. Air  Corps  tactical  -units,  are 
listed  belovr,  as  follo-iTsi 

Pherdx  City,  Ala. 

Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Tucson,  Ariz. 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Little  Eoclc,  Ark. 

Hollyprood,  Calif. 

Hunt  ington  Park , Cal  i f . 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Oakland,  Calif. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Wasco , Calif. 

Watsonville,  Calif. 

Hartford,  Conn. 


Lee,  Eoy  Murra.y 
Billings,  Kerman 
Shoemaker,  Francis  Bodge 
Reed,  Elliott  H. 

Gurnet  t,  Thomas  Ed-ward 
Eigbee,  Chiles  Ellsworth 
Chalmers,  Botiglas 
Overing,  Glendon  Philip 
Adams,  Louis  Charles,  Jr. 
Philbrick,  Richard  W. 
MacNaughton,  Franl:lin  H. 
Swenson,  Raymond  T. 
Walseth,  Marvin  Ernest 
IfcNeese,  George  M. 

Stewart,  YiTiliiam  Frederick 
Martin,  Charles  Hall 
Hoevet,  Bean  C. ^ 

Carr,  John  Keimit 
Hampton,  Edgar  Wade 
Weni’ick,  Stanley  T. 
Sako-wski,  Peter  C. 

Griffin,  James  Henry 
Ivleyers,  Gilbert  L. 

Ward,  ftonald  Thcsaas 


Wallace,  David  Woodson 
Jones,  David  Mudget 
R-ush,  Richard  Francis  ’ 
Yanoey,  William  Eufus 
Marett,  Samuel  Heins 
Kurts,  Frank  Allen 
James,  Frank  B. 

Hebert,  Alvin  Edward 
Kerwin,  John  Joseph 
Bowen,  John  Edward 
Pollard,  John  Winston 
Polifka,  Karl  Levds 
Arnold,  Richard,  Jr. 
Loveless,  John  Eelmond 
Taylor,  Broadus  Beane 
Chilton,  Eobert  Creed 
Krumoas,  Eobert  Mathias 
Woolams.  Jack 
Wells,  Cecil  Leon 
La  Baw,  Ralph  Guy 
Ste-vsart,  Robert  Reed 
Stintzi,  Vernon  L. 

Lydon,  Leonard  G. 

Ihmham,  Earl  Herbert 
Lewis,  Da-vid  L. 

Curmings,  La-wrence  J. , Jr. 
.Eeanage,  Ed-win  Miles 
Scoggliis,  James  Edwin,  Jr. 
Brenner,  Francis  Easthaa 
Bagby,  Eobert  Clyde 
Fulcher,  Richard  P. 

Bo-wie,  William  Allen 
Champagne,  Wilbur  An-thony 


Washington,  D. C. 
Ringgold , Ga. 


Hammers,  Hs,rold  Eugene 
Taylor,  William  Elton 
Ambrose,  Joseph  Richard 
Wagner,  Boyd  B. 

Arnold,  Patrick  Raymond 
Bacot,  Henry  Parrott 
Drafts,  Lucius  Griffith 
Moore,  Joseph  Harold 
Homell , Earl  Lynn 
Purinton,  William  R. 
Stagner,  Jack 
Skiles,  Duane  H. 

Crinmins,  Fred  T. , Jr. 
Keating,  Ernest  Wilbur 
Putnam,  Claude  Edwin,  Jr. 
Smith,  Goalie  F. 

Randolph,  Jolm  Peyton 
Strit^land,  John  W, 

Chick,  Lewis  Vdlliam,  Jr. 


Herder,  Ralph  F. 

'3^seT~Id^o  Droz,  Paul  Christian 
Moscow,  Idaho  I Stockdale,  Charles  H. 

Lunde,  Oswald  W. 
Watkins,  Harvey  Joseph 
l&ller,  Edwin  3. 


Gtiicago , 111 . 
Ed^msrdsville,  111. 
Lincoln,  111. 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Chester,  lom 
Dexter,  Iowa 
Jefferson,  Iowa 
Waterloo,  Iowa 
La-wrence,  Knns* 
Lawrence,  Kans. 
Lawrence,  Kans. 
Russell,  Kans. 

Fishburg,  Ky. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Baton  Fjot2ge,La. 
Lafayette,  La. 

-U- 


Pineville,  La. 
Portland,  Me. 
Bethesda,  Md. 
Perry  Point,  Md. 
Brookline,  Mass. 
Hyde  Park,  Mass. 
Nevftonville,  Ivlass. 

Orange,  Mass. 
West  Karrbon,  Ivfess- 
Winchester,  Mass. 
Mul liken,  Mich. 
Chicago  City,  Miiui. 
Fmzee,  Ivlinn. 
Bassfield,  Misrj. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Webster  Grove,  Mo. 
Fairfield,  Neb. 
Fallon,  Ne-vada 
Margate,  H.J. 
Newark,  N.J. 
Herkimer,  N.Y. 
Asheville,  N.C. 
Minot,  N.B. 
Fargo,  N.B. 
Cleveland,  Ohic 
Cement,  Cfl-cla. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla, 
TidLsa,  Okla. 
Tuttle,  Okla. 
Bufur,  Ore. 
Hood  River,  Ore. 
The  Dalles,  Ore. 
Danville,  Pa.. 
.Johnstown,  Pa,. 
Clemson,  S.  C 
Lamar,  S. C. 
Leesville,  S.C 
^artanburg,  S.C. 
Kjooxville,  Term. 
Clyde,  Texa; 
Balias,  Texar 
Denton,  Texa,: 
Fort  Worth,  Texa.,'- 
Ho'oston,  Texa.'- 
Jacksboro , Texa; 
San  Marcos,  Texar 
Schertz,  Texar 
Texarkana,  Texar 
T-win  Sisters,  Texar 
Yoalcum,  Texar 
Salt  Lalce  City,  Uta} 
14)rgantoirm,  W.Va. 
Kewaunee,  Wis. 
Ocomto,  Wis. 
Viola,  Kans. 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  tiiat 
Texas  v/ith  11  students  leads  in  the  matter  of 
State  representation  among  the  students  of  the 
gradua,ting  cl8,ss,  followed  by  California  -svith 
7;  Massaclnisetts  with  6;  Kansas  with  5;  Iowa, 
Oklahoma  and  South  Carolina  with  4 each,  and 
the  remaining  States  with  three  stiidents  or 
less.  Three  of  the  five  students  from  Kansas 
hail  f rom  La-vTrence , -p-hich  leads  the  cities  rep- 
resented in  the  gradiating  class,  no  other  cit;- 
being  credited  with  more  than  one  student. 

oOo— 
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CON'ERAC'T  AWAED3D  FOR  AMPHIBIAN  PLANES 


Under  date  of  June  3,  1938,  the  Hon, 
Louis  Johnson,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
announced  the  approval  of  a contract  for 
the  procurement  of  26  short  range  anrphi- 
hian  airplanes,  Gruman  Model  G-31,  with 
spare  parts,  from  the  Gruman  Aircraft 
Engineering  Corporation,  Bethpage,  Long 
Island,  New  York,  in  the  total  amount  of 
$1,412,916.80. 

These  airplanes  will  he  assigned  to 
various  Air  Corps  stations,  on  the  coasts 
and  in  the  Insular  possessions  where 
over-water  flying  is  required  and  where 
the  amphibians  will  he  used  primarily  as 
rescue  craft. 

The  Gruman  Model  G-31,  which  will  pro- 
bably carry  the  Army  designation  OA-9, 
is  powered  with  two  R-985  engines  (Pratt 
and  Yidiitney  Wasp,  Jr.)  and  will  have  a 
high  speed  of  more  than  185  miles  per 
hour  and  cruise  in  excess  of  140  miles 
per  hour,  v/ith  a landing  speed  of  about 
70  miles  per  hour.  It  will  carry  a crew 
of  two  and  four  passengers.  The  plane 
has  a normal  cruising  range  of  over  500 
miles. 


The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  also  an-_ 
nounced  the  award  to  the  Fairchild  Aerial 
Camera  Corporation,  Jamaica,  Long  Island, 
New  York,  of  a contract  for  the  purchase 
of  1.73  earner^  machine  gun  assemblies, 
type  H-1  (16  mm),  complete  with  one  film 
magazine,  in  the  total  amount  of 
$61,657.20. 

The  Keuffel  & Esser  Company,  of  Hobo- 
ken, N. J. , received  the  award  of  a con- 
tract for  164  Type  B-3  drift  meter  as- 
semblies, involving  a total  purchase 
price  of  $210,125.00. 

oOo 


PROMOTION  OF  AIR  CORPS  FIRST  LIEUTSMANTS 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  News 
Letter  is  published  a list  of  17  first 
lieutenants  of  the  Air  Corps  who  were 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  effec- 
tive June  7,  1938. 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
dated  June  9,  1938,  lists  61  additional 
first  lieutenants  of  the  Air  Corps,  pro- 
moted to  Captain,  with  rank  as  of  June 
9,  1938,  as  follows: 


William  T.  Hefley 
Robert  S.  “ 

Donald  B.  Smith 
David  P.  Laubach 
James  E.  Briggs 
John  S.  Mills 
George  W.  Mundy 
Alfred  R.  Maxwell 
Paul  H.  Johnston 
Roscee  C.  Wilson 
Walter  E. 

Bryant  L. 

Nathan  B. 

Robert  F. 


SamrAel  R.Brentnall 


Charles  F.  Born 
Israel, Jr.  Frank  F. Everest, Jr. 
John  J.  Morrow 
Frank  J.  Coleman 
R.  Loyal  Easton 
Norris  B.  Harbold 
George  R.  Bienfang 
Russell  A.  Wilson 
David  R.  Gibbs 
Charles  G.  Goodrich 
A.  YanP.  Anderson, Jr, 
Fredk.  L.Anderson.tk. 
Thayer  S.  Olds 
Robert  F.  Travis 
William  H.  Tunner 


To  dd 
Boatner 
Forrest 
Tate 


Ralph  E.  Koon 
Howard  G.  Bunker 
Stuart  G.  McLennan 
John  A.  Samford 
Fred  0.  Tally 
Roger  M,  Ramey 
Forrest  G.  Allen 
John  T.Murtha,Jr. 
Samuel  E.  Anderson 
Joseph  A.  Bulger 
George  F.  Smith 
Allen  W.  Reed 
Arthur  W.  Meehan 
Truman  H.  Landon 
Maurice  C.  Bisson 
Harry  E.  Wilson 


Robert  W.  Warren 
John  F.  Wadman 
Delmar  T.  Spivey 
August  W.  Kissner 
LaVerne  G.  Saunders 
Emmett  0’ Donnell, Jr. 
Donald  W.  Titus 
Emmett  F.  Yost 
Robert  K.  Taylor 
James  W.  Brown, Jr. 
William  C.  Sams 
Robert  H.  Kelly 
James  F.  Olive,  Jr. 
Edgar  A. Sirmyer , Jr . 
Baomas  W.  Steed 


0 
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FAITHKFL  '’KEYSTONE'*  GOES  TO  WATERY  GRAVE 


The  month  of  May  saw  the  23rd  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  Luke  Field,  T.H.  , start- 
ing its  flying  schedule  with  not  a 
single  Keystone  on  the  line.  The  last 
of  the  "Old  Faithfuls"  belonging  to 
this  Squadron  made  its  last  flight  on 
April  28,  1938, 

After  years  of  service  at  various 
posts  on  the  mainland,  B-4A  airplane j 
AC  #32-133  was  assigned  to  the  Hawaiian 
Department,  arriving  at  the  Hawaiian 
Air  Depot  on  January  14,  1935,  with  a 
total  of  677  hours.  It  was  assigned  to 
the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Luke 
Field  on  February  20,  1935.  On  October 
12,  1936,  the  ship  was  sent  to  tho 
Hawaiian  Air  Depot  for  major  overhaul 
with  a total  of  1357  hours,  ^Upon  the 
completion  of  this  overhaul  it  was  as- 
signed to  the  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron 
at  Luke  Field,  where  it  joined  the 
Keystone  fleet  already  in  the  Squadron. 

Almost  a year  to  the  day  after  assign- 
ment to  the  23rd  Sq^dron,  the  life  of 
usefulness  of  this  Bombardment  plane 
came  to  an  end.  With  a total  of  1683 
hours  to  its  credit  and  two  major  over- 
hauls, old  211  was  doomed  to  everlasting 
rest  in  the  depths  of  the  blue  Pacific. 

This  plane  was  the  last  Keystone  to 
be  used  for  tactical  purposes  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department.  "It  is  with  a sigh 
of  real  regret,"  says  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent,  "that  we  see  the  last  of 
these  old  ships  go  to  its  deserving  re- 
ward. No.  211* s performance  was  faith- 
ful to  the  end  and  never  let  a pilot 
down. " 

— -oOo— 
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The  cover  design  featuring  this  issue,  sub- 
mitted by  Pvt.  Nicholas  Proferes,  Air  Corps,  of 
Langley  Field,  Va.  , depicts  the  insignia  of  the 
GHQ  Air  Force  and  its  four  tectical  phases  - 
Attack,  Bombardment,  Pursuit  and  Reconnaissance. 
The  original  drawing  needed  more  black  ink  to  / 
improve  its  general  appearance,  so  our  "old  ^ 
reliable"  cover  designer,  Mr.  Frank  Dunnington 
of  the  Information  Division,  added  the  shading 
and  other  fancy  touches  here  and  there.  We 
appreciate  Pvt.  Proferes*  contribution  and  we 
hope  to  hear  from  him  again  in  the  near  future. 
12-  V-7755,  A.C. 


HYING  CAnSTS  SELEC?rED  KIB  JULY,  1938,  CLASS 


Gilchrist.  William  David 
Can^hell,  Charles  degr 
Tipton,.  Jaases  Baird 
Gieszl,  Carl  EaiTmond 
Sharpe,  Clayton  H. 
Frasier,  Robert  M. 
Gatlin,  Glata  A. 

Clapp,  diaimcey  D. 

Green,  Clint  B. 


Rogers,  George  Wendell 
Lingle,  Everette  Fradclin 
-f-Hoyir  -B» 

Ainsworth,  Woodrow  L. 

Poiid,  Leroy  Richard  Fayetteville,  Arlc. 

Lyle,  John  Robert  Mena,  Ark. 

Ni€k«3.4^-.-Clabourae--Wbe4row^N&-^Littl»-B&c-ky-Ark. 


Auburn,  Ala. 
Helena,  Ala. 
University,  Ala. 
Gilbert,  Ariz. 
Marenci,  Ariz. 
Nogales,  Ariz. 
Nogales,  Ariz. 
Phoebix,  Ariz. 
Somerton,  Ariz. 
Tucson,  Ariz. 
daiksvilie , Ark, 

El  Dorado,  Aric. 


Cruger,  George  Adoldi 
Curry,  Jade  Harold 
Batchelor,  Jack  Eranklin 
Myejr,  Glen  Anthony- 
Northamer,  Kenneth  Whiter 
Davis,  Aliya  Taylor 
Ladclar-rEdward:  A. 


Pine  Blui’f , 


?ers, 

Ldan, 


Ark. 

Ark. 

Ark. 


Ho, 

Sher*ci«-», 
Ciq)ertino,  Oalif. 
Fresno,  C3alif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

gfcg*.  nSQ*14.^, 

MVO  C?0  I • 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
North  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

OaleLand,  Calif. 


R. 


Ifeol’hoe,  Angus  C.B. 

Vander  Heydoa,  Curtis 
Alder,  Glen  t^Lller 
Lyon,  John  Edward 

Carter,  John  Henry  Pasadena, 

Hawkins,  Reginald  Pasadena, 

Rust,  Victor  Hamilton  Pasadena, 

Luker,  James  Wester  Porterville, 

Kazeman,  Joseph  Presidio  of  Monterey, 
Thomq,\3ast,  YiTilliam  L. , Jr.  .Redlan5.s, 
Brown,  Don, Cornelius  Paul  Venice, 

Watson,  John  Sinpson  Sacramento, 


Fort 

Fort 


Boyd,  William  Ellsworth 
Kittel,  Robert  Stewart  Colorado 
Adams,  Fred  Theron,  Jr. 

Akin,  Robert  Leigh 
Bratton,  Leslie  Raymond 
Jacobuc^,  Blaise  Joseph 
McMichael,  Harry  Jxidson 
Piccinatl,  Jasper  George 
Tonpkins,  Rathvon  Medure 
difton,  Otis  S. 

Sumpter,  Lee  E. , Jr, 

Foote,  Edward  Alfred 
Fraric,  John  Joseph 
Parker,  Frazik  Russell, Jr. 
Laboxde,  Fred  N. 

Cook,  Bailey  Cavenau^ 

Caipeirter,  Randall  Hamilton 
Cenpbell,  James  F. 

Doddaridgs,  William  Harris 
Grant,  Robert  Snith 
Keller,  Joseph  Edvreurd 
Lennox,  William  R. 

I^eiss,  lAjrray 
Glomb,  Ferdinand  P. 

^eyeler,  Arnold  Walter 
Henshaw,  Claude  D. 

Thames,  Rex  Simns 


Boulder, 
brings, 
Denver , 
Denver, 
Denver, 
Denver, 
Denver, 
Denver, 
Denver, 
Collins, 
Collins, 
Andover , 
New  Britain, 
Old  Greenwich, 
Southbury, 


.^len,  Charles  Oran,  Jr. 
Jones,  James  Dalton 
Ezzard,  Riohard  Francis 
IfcMillan,  George  Bray 
^nd,  Levris  Bruno 


New  Castle, 
Wilmington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 
’ifeshington, 
Washin^on, 
Washington, 
Coconut  Grove, 
Fort  Lauderdale, 
Gainesville, 
New  Snyma  Beach, 


Calif. 

Calif. 

Calif. 

Ghlif. 

Calif., 

Calif. 

Cfelif. 

Calif. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Colo. 

Conn. 

Com. 

Com. 

Conn. 


Panama  City, 
Sarasota, 

Winter  Garden, 
Winter  Garden, 
Avondale  Estates, 


Del. 

Del. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Fla. 

Ga. 


Powers,  Ivan  Henry 
Bardone,  Frank,  Jr, 

Hays , Samuel  Wa^ 
Chidoster,  William  Leo 
Gordon,  Michael  Jacob 
Jones,  Russell  Snowden, 
Loomis,  Donald  Eugene 
Lutz,  Nicholas  Henry 
Riley,  Harris  Dean 
Sawie,  William  Frank 
Tfegner,  Gordon  C. 

Betts,  John  Leonard 
Petry,  Stanton  H. 

Fleege,  Robert  Paul 
Baily,  Perry  Bartholomew 
Koepke,  Fred  Vinton 
Baker,  Barton  Oimsbea 
Sells,  Bob  Edward 
Bowen,  William  Joseph 
Cory,  Albert  Arnold 
Hester,  John  Kenton 
l\fersholl,  Paul  Robert 
Werner,  iVanklin  Andrew 
Condi  t,  Robert  Messinger 
Kuhl,  Phil  John 
Kelly,  Joseph  Anthony 
Hoarier,  James  Edward 
Iferkel , Bruce  Stewart 
liiller,  Samoiel  Hudson 
Howell,  Alvis  M.  Ft. 
Vogl,  Oscar  James, Jr. 
Joixde,  Herbert  August 
Lindgren,  Arthur  Hidiaxd 
Terhune,  Charles  H» , Jr. 
Bassett,  Charles  Edward 
Me-t thews,  Robert  Lee 
Reed,  William  Benjamin 
Grieger,  Harvey  Emil 
Somick,  Pa’-xl  Stanley 
Frankie,  Kenneth  Wayne 
Williams,  John  Howard 
Clark,  Donald  Leonard 
Jackson,  T,  Walter 


Aurora,  111  . 
Carlinville , 111 . 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Jr,  Chicago,  111. 

Cliicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Evanston,  111 . 
Evanston,  111. 
Galena,  111. 
Galesburg,  111. 
LaMoille,  111. 

Moline,  111. 
Galesburg,  111. 
Oak  Park,  111. 
Oak  Park,  111. 
Peoria,  111. 
Peoria,  111. 
Peotone,  111. 
Eantoul,  111. 
Riverside,  111. 
Westville,  111. 
Columbia  City,  Ind. 
Corydon,  Ind.. 
Decker,  Ind. 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Ind. 
Ft. Benj. Harrison,  Ind. 
Evans vill e , Ind . 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
LaPorte,  Ind. 
South  Bead,  Ind. 
South  Bend,  Ind. 
Wanatah,  Ind. 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Alta,  Iowa 
Ames,  Iowa 


-Pgyetbe-y-I  daiho 


Evanoff,  Alexander  a;eorgo 
Montgomery,  John  Ricdiard 
Maney,  John  Randolph 
Acher,  Chester  C. 

Hudson,  Charles  Ross 
Hagemeister,  Carl  Rodger 
Boye,  Arthur  John 
Rodgers , Thomas  Dan 
Hardy,  Ronald  Radcliffe 


Sams,  Burton  Kresge 
Goetz,  Albert  John 
Doile,  Glen  Cyril 
Wetta,  Joseph  Leo 
Bray,  Burney  Darwin 
Itz,  Milford  Felix 
Stewart,  Everett  W. 

Crow,  Roger  McKee 
Cranston,  George  Echelbary 
Holt,  James  William,  Jr. 
3osz,  William  Nelson,  Jr. 
Weller,  William  LaRue,  Jr. 
Turter,  Heber  Dana 
Foster,  Franklin  Marx 
Whitaker,  Narce 
13- 


Belle  Plains,  Iowa 
Belle  Plains,  Iowa. 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
Fort  Dodge,  loiva 
Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
Muscatine,  Iowa 
Ocheyedan,  Iowa 
Pilot  Mound,  lovi/a 
Tabor,  Iowa 
-Wee^  Bendi  ’leim 

C\il.ver,  Kans. 
Dodge  City,  Kans. 
Etrporia,  Kans. 
Golwich,  Kans. 
Kansas  City,  Kans. 
Osage  City,  Kans. 
Manhattan,  Kans. 
Top^a,  Kans. 
Winfield,  Kans. 

Hazard,  Ky. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Mintonville,  Ky. 
Nicbolasvjlle,  Ky. 
RoxaJ’S's  Ky. 
V~7755,  A.C. 


Jr. 


Williams,  Adriel  ITewbon 
Lawrence , Sanuel  Sugene , 
ManDonald,  Charles  Henry 
Carlton,  William  Clayton 
Blakely,'  Carl  Paul 
Oakley,  Knox  Montgomeiy 
Higgins,  Edward  William, Jr. 
Galasco,  Louis  Erazicis 
Ingram,  Ealph 
George,  William  S.  , Jr. 
McGrath,  John  Francis,  Jr, 
Salmela,  Oliver  E. 

Hinmer,  Richard  John, 
McGowan,  Louis  Edward 
Minott,  Albert  ¥. 

Tinms,  Howard  Lister 
Eozwene,  George  Stephen 
Mason,  Robert  Earl 
Kisbet,  Fred  Jouett 
Blaisdell,  Louis  l'fcrton,Jr. 
Kelley,  Hovrard  James 
Ballard,  Norroen  Luellen 
Metcalfe,  DiJane  Gatlin 
Hatch,  Gordon  James 
Evans , Robert  Chester 
Goiraan,  Paul  Jos^h 
Frost,  Oren  &,yles 
Li^tfoot,  Mark  Albert 
Bonney,  Charles  Jackson 
tfarkham,  Peter  John 
Pleiss,  Walter  Henry,  Jr. 
Wooten,  Max  Heiiry 
Helmer,  Hal  Potter 
Fonda,  Edward  Stanley 
McHelly,  Fred  Wright 
Rehnaim,  Orville  H. 
HabberstaJ.,  Edward  C. 

Jo-ula,  Arne  W. 

Holst,  Clayton  E. 

Dech,  Keith  Wesley 
Gosin,  l^nne  F. 

Henning,  Richard  Albert 
Lichter,  Carl  Jerome 
Preston,  Joseph  J. 

Baker,  Albert  Buford 
Cope,  Alvin  Jasper 
Busard,  Lee  Francis,  Jr® 
Di^ard,  Luther  Fi. 


Shelbyville,  Ky 
Baton  Rouge,  La 
Baton  Rouge,  La 
Minden,  La 
Boston,  Mass 
Boston,  Mass 
Arlington,  Mass 
East  Boston,  Mass 
Falmoutli,  ^lass 
Jaimica  Plain,  Mass 
Jaimica  Plain,  Mass 
East  Weymouth,  Mass 
Lawrence,  Mass 
Medford,  Mass 
Melrose,  Ifass 
Methuen,  ife-ss 
Northa^ton,  Mass 
Quincy,  Mass 
Eoslindale,  Mass 
Springfield,  Mass 
Worcester, 

Bay  City,  Mich 
Colimbiaville,  Mich 
Copemish.,,  Mich 
Detroit,  Mich 
Detroit,  Mich 
East  Lansing,  Mich 
East  Lansing,  Mich 
East  Tav^as,  lS.ch 
Highland  Park,  Mich 
Ludington,  Mich 
Owosso,  Mich 
Panm,  Mich 
Albert  Lea,  Minn 
Anoka,  Minn 
Bertha,  Ivann 
Blooming  Prairie,  Minn 
Eveleth,  Mim 
Mahicato,  Minn 
Minneapolis,  Miim 
lE.nneapolis,  Minn 
Minneapolis,.  Minn 
St  .Paul  f Minn 
St.  Paul,  Jiinn 
Cruger,  Miss 
Kirkwood,  Mo 
Kirkwood,  Mo 
St.  Louis,  Mo 
-SW-Leui-s-r-M© 


Campbell,  Owen  Thatcher 
Franks,  Perry  Leroy 
Plansoon,  John  Louis 
Berlinsky,  Edward 
Dunlap,  Howard  F. 

Henry,  John  Elwood 
Ortega,  Reuben  Alcantar 
Lane,  Robert  George 
Corwray,  Ralph.  Francis 
Lairfenberg,  Francis  Seven 
Bickford,  Harold  Davidson 
Jones,  Jack  Carey 
TiUheeler,  Ansel  James 
Foltz,  Joixa  Lloyd 
Richmond,  Frank  Willis 
MaJlinson,  Hiram  Royal 
Nowosacki,  Theodore  L. 
Carlson,  Francis  Bernard 
Chapin,  Lambert 
Sandell^,  Robert  J. 

Seymour,  Rudolph  Romulus 


University  City,  Mo 


Lincoln, 

Neb. 

Belleville, 

H. 

J. 

Blooiofield, 

H. 

J. 

Ocean  City, 

H. 

J. 

Ridgefield  Park, 

H. 

J. 

Albuq_uerq,ue , 

H. 

M. 

Huxley, 

H. 

M. 

Socorro, 

N. 

M. 

1 Socorro , 

H. 

M. 

Buffalo , 

H. 

Y. 

Dobbs  Ferry, 

H. 

Y. 

Gene SCO, 

H. 

Y. 

Herkimer, 

N. 

Y. 

Huntington, 

H. 

T. 

Hew  York, 

H. 

Y. 

Hew  York, 

N. 

Y. 

Ossining, 

H. 

Y. 

Potsdgim, 

H. 

Y. 

West  Point, 

H. 

T. 

Cary, 

H. 

C, 

Charlotte, 

N. 

c. 

Exum,  Wyatt  Patrick 
Slocumb,  Charles  Dewey,  Jr. 
Gwynn,  Dallas  Edmund 
Jeiisins,  Francis  L. , Jr. 
Byram,  Dayton  B. 

Isensee,  George  Lorne 
Kamins,  Morton  Harold 
Kirk,  Robert  Warren 
Barnick,  Roland  J. 
IviacCurdy,  Robert  Earle 
Sipes,  Richard  R. 

Eelbert,  James  Maurice 
Massa,  Eujar  J. 

Bellohby,  Eaery  Ellis 
Zuravreki,  "yictor  Harry 
Richardson,  Pbbert  Arlin 
Nunzenmyer,  Wilmer  Walter 
Schurter,  Orie  Olin 
Anthis,  Eollen  Henry 
Morse,  Raymond  Steel 
EdiAiaxds,  Jack  R. 
McReynolds,  John  Alsi^ 


N.C.  ^ 
K.C.  I 
N.C, 
N.C. 
H.D. 

H. D. 

I. D. 
H.D. 
H.D. 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ckle 


Chadweli,  George  Theodore 


Wilkins,  John  Canybell 
Beard,  ^bert  Wallace 
Murphy,  Arthur  M^vxron^ 
Sticl<ler,  Lee  Robinson 
Fisch,  Ted  B. 

Grunsoth,  Roald  J. 
Lasselle,  Dale 
Spieth,  Harry  Edwin,  Jr. 
McCaughey,  &aznuel  King 
Milne,  Jack  Gillespie 
Marzilli,  Gaetano  James 
Smith,  Pinkham 
Hall , Andrew  Lyimn 
Hornsby,  Thomas  William 
Bussey,  Carver  Thaxfcoa 
DuRant,  Francis  Hill 
Gand.y,  Roland  3. , Jr. 

Cole,  Hester  Evan 
Reeve,  Ealph  Amos 
Brende,  Karl  A. 

Pratt,  Carlos  Conrad 
Kaniilton,  Ed'^.ard  Terrell 
Lee,  Leland  George,  Jr. 
Ragland,  Richard  M. 

-Ma>3-©7— Alber-t-B^saj— Jr, 
Rector,  Walter  Stokes 


Goldsboro, 
Goldsboro, 
Leaksville, 
Spencer, 
Casselton, 
Fargo, 
Fargo, 
Fargo, 

Akron, 
Akron, 
Ashland, 
Bella! re, 
Cincinnati , 
Cleveland, 
ColuDobus, 

Kent  5 
Burlington, 

El  EenOjOkla. 
Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
Nornan,  Ol-da. 
Norimn,  Okla. 

Okla. 

Purcell , Okla. 

Tu3rsarr-®sla, 
Corvallis,  Ore, 
Sugene , 
Eugene , 
Enterprise, 
Mlwaulcie, 
Portland, 
Portland, 
Portland, 
Eoseimrg, 
Meyers  dale.  Pa, 
Appemug.E.I. 
Providence , E. I . 
Columbia, 
Coltimbia, 
Florence, 
Georgetown, 
Georgetown, 


Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore, 

Ore. 

Ore. 


S.C. 

S.C. 

S.C. 

S.C. 

S.C, 
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Si  sk,  Eugene  B, , Jr. 
Barham,  James  Carlton 
Dew,  Elkin-  Standifer 
McCoy,  Charles  Hirth 
Latham,  John  E.  , Jr. 
Tflielens,  Hewitt  Terrell 
Gordon,  Henry  Lee 
Gregory,  lyimn 

Dahlberg,  Charles  William 
Barekman,  Jos^h  Anderson 
Cox,  Ray  Lawrence 
Lamberth,  Ivey  Earl,  Jr. 
Tarrant,  Yancey  Snuth 
Ort,  Rudolph  King 
Bowen,  Allen  Culbert 
Kershner,  Mavxice  Irving 
Cate,  Elbert  Murray 
' Smith,  Charles  John 


Elorence,  S.D. 
Milbadc,  S.D. 
Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 
Bearden,  Tenn. 
Villas,  Texas 
Dallas,  Texas 
Handley,  Texas 
-Pfeastanr— 

Houston,  Texas 
Houston,  Texas 
Houston,  Texas 
Kingsville,  Texas 
Longview,  Texas 
Ifcrble  Falls,  Texas 
Menard,  Texas 
Mo  beetle,  Texas 
Quanah,  Texas 
-Sandalp-h-Fi-eld . -Teseas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Stephenville,  Texas 
Vernon,  Texas 
Waco , Texas | 
Waco , Texas  ^ 
Wichita  Ibills,  Texas 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Burlington,  Vt, 
Plainfield,  Vt. 
Rutland,  Vt. 
V-7755,  A.C. 


Hendrix,  Vililliam  Murray, Jr. 
May,  William  Minor 
Darling,  Henry  B. , Jr. 
Jeffrey,  Thomas  Stanley 
Stewart,  Hohert  Yfilliam,Jr. 
' Tokarz,  Clemence  PavO. 
Cottrell,  Hohert  Stuart, Jr. 
Pancake,  Prank  Eohins 
Reed,  Charles  Wesley 
Cone,  Sidney  Loyd 
Penchos,  Kenneth  George 
Martin,  Maurice  Leslie 
PitOT-ater,  John  Timothy 
Sullivan,  Edward  Michael 
Williams,  John  Brunson 
Bohenslcy,  John  William 
Cunningham,  Joseph  Eustin 
Moor©,  Kenneth  Qiarles 
Btimgarner,  Herbert  Cecil 
^e,  Joseph  Watson 
Goetz,  Louis  Raymond 
Wood,  Paul  Davis 
Bowen,  William  S. 

Core,  Earl  Planing,  Jr. 
Dawson,  James  Stenger 
Lippucci,  Fred  Henry 
Barker,  Clyde  Edivard 
Slayton,  Earl  William, 
^avoclc,  Iviichael,  Jr. 
Greathouse,  Carroll  A. 
Gahert,  Stanley  Ralph 
Zelinsky,  Raymond  Portman 
Hahn,  Delbert 
Seifert,  Fredorick  Floyd 
Pike,  Harry  li&cCullodi 
Holdrege,  George  H. 

Additional 
Norris,  Rob  ert  Parks™ 
Riddle,  Samuel  S. , Jr. 


Fort  Belvoir,  Va. 
Goshen,  Va. 
Lexington,  Va. 
Lexington,  Va. 
Norfolk,  Va,. 
Port  Richnjond,  Va. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Staunton,  Va, 
Raymond,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Vancouver,  Wash. 
Buckhannon,  W.Va. 
Buckhaimon,  W.Va. 
Buckhannon,  W.  Va. 
Clarksb-urg,  W.Va. 
Clarksburg,  W.Va. 
Clarksburg,  W.Va. 
Elizabeth,  W.Va. 
EBcins,  TiT.Va. 
Fairmont,  W.Va. 
Fairmont,  W.Va. 
Huntington,  W.Va, 
Morgantown,  W.Va. 
Morgantown,  W.Va. 
Ivlorgantovm,  W.Va. 
Parker sb\irg,  W.Va. 
Parsons,  W.Va. 
Rivesville,  W.Va. 

Weston,  W.Va, 
Egg  Harbor,  Wis. 
Ladysmith,  Wis. 
Milxmukee,  Wis. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Portage,  Wis. 
Thermopolis,  Wyo. 
Appointments 

Banks, 


■Dumas , Ark. 
North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Fayette,  Idaho 
Arlington,  Iowa 
West  Bend,  lo-wa 
St.  Louis,  Bio. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla, 
TixLsa,  Okla. 
Kathwood,  S.C. 
Houston,  Texas 
Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Morgantown,  W.Va. 


Jr. 


Ala. 

Ala. 


Page,  Jerry  Rentier 
Hubbard,  Thcmas  Harvey 
Euggles,  John  Howard 
Da^ey,  James  Raixiey 
Goodman,  David  Weiss 
Peterson,  Willys  Richard 
Blandy,  John  Frederic 
Paletz,  S.  Arthur 
Eosasco,  Henry  P. 

Roberts,  Harold  Halcombe 
Brownlow,  Paul  Jerry 
Birchenough,  John  L infield 
Walden,  David  Carroll 
Simpson,  John  G. 

Benton,  Fred  Warren 
Dane , Clyde 
O'Connor,  Robert  G. 
Raymond,  Harry  Kendall 
Barry,  Arthur  A. 

Bates,  Albert  W. 

Goicz,  Francis  John 
Fletcher,  MaTxrice  William 
Harner,  Robert  Waldo 
Haller,  John  Thomas 
Brown,  Paul  Douglas 
Swift,  Albert  Bergamin 
Venable,  Eugene  Roane 
Nolan,  Andrew  B. , Jr. 


Birmingjiam, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
San  Diego,  Calif. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
West  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Hartford,  Conn. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Manchester,  Conn. 
Washington,  D.C. 


po intment , viz  J 

Moore,  Lloyd  E. 

Nickels,  Clabourne  W. 

Larkin,  Edward  A. 

Murray,  Samuel  Fenton 
Inman,  Clyde  Richard 
Shumway,  Ronald  Allen 
Ford,  Eugene  Matthew 
Seeger,  William  George 
Trosper,  Earl  Joseph 
Kelly,  Samuel  Ed. 

Lalce,  George  Lovic 
Ivlace,  Albert  Ramon,  Jr. 

Wendell,  Jack  A. 

Dawson,  James  Stenger 

The  total  number  of  candidates  thus  far 
selected  for  appointment  as  Flying  Cadets  to  • 
begin  training  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  on  July  1,  1938,  is 
341  (including  nine  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular 
Arrny,  who  were  listed  in  the  previous  issue  of 
the  Air  Corps  News  Letter).  This  figure  con- 
stitutes the  largest  number  of  students  over  to 
begin  training  in  any  class  in  the  history  of 
the  Air  Coips  Training  Center. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  Illinois 
has  taken  the  leeid  in  the  matter  of  State  rep- 
resentation, among  the  students  of  a new  enter- 
ing class  a-t  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Top 
honors  in  this  respect  were  usually  a nip  and 
tuck  affair  between  California  and  Texas. 
Illinois  is  represented  by  26  students,  close- 
ly follovjed  by  Massachusetts,  a brand  new  con- 
tender for  top  honors,  with  24  students.  Cali- 
fornia is  next  with  19  students;  Texas  and 
West  Virginia  with  18  each;  Indiana  wibh  15; 
Iowa,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota  with  12  each,  and 
New  York  with  10.  The  renaining  States  repre- 
sented in  the  new  class  are  credited  with  less 
than  ten  students  each. 

Ghica,go,  keeping  in  step  with  her  State, 
leads  the  cities  represented  in  the  new  class, 
with  9 students,  follovired  by  Washington,  D.C. , 
with  8;  Denver,  Colo.,  with  7;  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  , with  6,  and  Clarksb-urg  and  Buckhannon, 
W.Va.;  Boston,  lfe,ss. ; Pasadena,  Calif.;  Akron, 
Ohio;  Mri.nea,polis,  l&xsx.  ; Portland,  Oregon; 


Since  the  original  list  of  Flying.  Cadet  ap- 
pointees was  prepared,  the  following-named  can- 
didates have,  for  various  reasons,  declined  ap- 


Washington,  D.C., 

Bartow,  Fla. ' Houston,  Texas,  and  West  Lafayette,  Ind. , mth 
New  Holland,  Ga.  j 3 each. 

A year  of  intensive  training  is  ahead  of  the 
students  of  this  new  class.  The  course  of 
training  is  divided  into  three  stages,  the 
prinary  and  basic  stages,  each  of  foior  months* 
duration,  being  given  at  the  Primary  Flying 
School  at  Rand-olph  Field,  Texas,  and  the  ad- 
vanced stage,  also  of  fo’ur  months*  diu'ation, 
at  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas. 

Those  students  vAxo  successfully  con^jlete  the 
year's  course  are  given  the  rating  of  "Airplane 
Pilot,"  conroi ssioned  second  lieutenants  in  the 
Air  Reserve,  and  assigned  to  extended  active 
duty  mth  Air  Corps  tactical  organizations.  ; 
This  active  duty  tour  is  for  a period  of  three 
years.  Provided  their  services  have  been  sat- 
isfactory, these  Reserve  officers,  if  they  so 
elect,  may  be  assigned  for  .a  further  active 
duty  tour  cf  two  years.  They  are  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  after  three  years^ 


Decoi-ah,  Iowa. 
Brunswick,  Me. 
Chevy  Ciase,  Md. 
Everett,  lli&ss. 
Lynn, 
Northanpton, 
Peabody, 

Revere , 
Worcester, 
Worcester, 
Clarksdale , 
Nevfton, 
Orange,  N.J. 
West  Oraioge,  N.J. 
Akron,  Ohio 
Roanoke,  Va. 
Wellsburg,  W.Va. 


Blass. 
Hiass. 
Mass. 
Mass. 
Mass. 
Mass. 
Miss. 
Miss. 


service. 
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miNING  ACTIVITIES  IN  HAWAIX 


As  the  month  of  May  drew  to  a close, 
the  4 th  Heconnais.eance  Sgpadron,  Luke 
Field,  T.H. , was  assisted  an  interesting 
cooperative  mission  with  the  16th  G-nn. 
Battery  at  Fort  Karaehameha.  The  mission 
calls  for  accurate  locating  of  targets 
at  ranges  from  35,000  to  45,000  yards, 
and  then  adjustment  of  fire  on  these 
targets.  No  definite  method  has  ever 
heen  used  for  locating  a target  at  these 
ranges,  using  aerial  ohservation.,  and 
these  missions  are  "both  a teat  of 
methods  as  well  as  a firing  mission^  for 
the  Army's  largest  guns. 

Tne  remainins  efforts  of  the  Squadron 
are  “being  bent  on  bomb  training,  and  rq) 
to  this  writing  about  fifty  bombs  have 
been  dro;pped.  It  is  expected  that  this 
bomb  training  will  be  carried  to  comple- 
tion. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a gunnery 
canp  at  Bellows  Field,  Waimanalo,  start- 
ing,  possibly,  June  20th. 


On  the  morning  of  May  16th,  seven  B-12 
airplanes  of  the  50th  Reconnaissance 
Squadron,  led  by  Captain  Homer  W.  Fergu- 
so‘n,  wi^ed  their  way  northwesterly  to 
Burns  Field,  Kauai,  for  the  first  taste 
of  maneuvers  in  1938.  The  personnel  in- 
cluded nine  officers  and  thirty-four  en- 
listed men. 

All  equipment  for  the  week's  stay  was 
flown  up  on  the  first  flight,  and  two 
airplanes  made  a second  trip  to  ferry 
the  rest  of  the  personnel.  Monday  and 
Saturday  were  devoted  to  making  and 
breaking  camp,  respectively. 

Operations  for  the  period  consisted  of 
reconnaissance  flights  on  the  Islands  of 
Kauai  and  Niihau.  Aerial  machine  gun- 
nery practice  was  conducted  also.  One 
mission  of  formation  gunnery  was  flown, 
firing  at  a range  of  from  1,000  to  1,50Q 
feet. 

"Kauai  can  well  be  called  the  Garden 
Isle,"  asserts  the  News  Letter  Corres- 
pondent. "Several  sight  seeing  trips 
showed  us  some  of  nature's  beauty  on  the 
island.  We  are  looking  forward  to  more 
maneuvers  at  Burns  Field,  Kauai,  next 
year." 

oOo — - 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  GRADUAISB 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  Depair t- 
raent,  recently  issued,  the  following- 
named  Air  Corps  officers,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  their  present  course  of  in- 
struction at  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Chanute  Field,  pLantoul,  111. , 
are  assigned  to  Air  Corps  stations,  as 
follows: 

To  Langley  Field.  Va. ; 1st  Lieuts. 
George^TTahy,'  Jo'nhW.  White,  2nd  Lieut. 
Jasper  N.  Bell. 

To  Chanute  Field,  Ill._;  let  Lieuts. 
Byron  E . Brugge , Travis"  M . Eetherington, 
Samuel  A.  Mundell. 


To  Selfri^e  Field,  Mich,  ; 1st  Lieut. 
Clayton  E.  H^hes.  ^ 

To  March  Field,  Calif. ; 1st  Lieuts.  | 
CharTei“''“^r’'^ougEer~aniOfriliaiD  R.  Morgan. 

To  Fort  Riley.  Kansas;  1st  Lieut. 

V ernoh  Smi th , for  duty  with  the  1st 

Observation  Soiiadron. 

To  Mitchel  Field.  N.Y. ; 1st  Lieut. 

George"  F. Hartman. 

To  Bolling  Field,  D. C.;  1st  Lieut. 

James  McK."  Thon^son. 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas : 1st  Lieuts. 
Fran£'  JaiTas'on'i^'mcEard"  M.  Montgomery 
and  2nd  Lieut.  Burton  W.  Armstrong,  Jr, 
The  station  assignments  of  graduates 
from  the  Denver  Branch  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  are  as  follows; 

To  Brooks  Field.  Texas;  1st  Lieut.  ! 

Donald  L.  Hardy'. 

To  Barksfele  Field,  La. ; 2nd  Lieut,  s 

JoseWcJ'^  Moore",  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  R. 
Starratt.  J: 

To  March  Field.  Calif. ; 1st  Lieut. 

WiTIT^"Tr"l!ravrs7~~^  I 

To  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. : 1st  Lieut,  i 

JoE5"^"TiT^fn:  f 

To  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; 1st  Lieut. 
Jerald  W.  McCoy. 

To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 1st  Lieut. 
Jarred  V.  Crabb. 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas;  1st  Lieut. 
Mslie  CoutTee. 

oOo 

DETAILS  TO  AIR  COBPS  ENGINEERING  SCHOOL  ^ 

Ten  Air  Corps  officers  are  under  or- 
ders for  duty  as  students  at  the  Air 
Corps  Engineering  School,  Wright  Field, 
Dayton,  OhiOj  in  the  1938-1939  course. 
Tney  are  relieved  from  assignment  and 
duty  at  their  present  stations  at  such 
tim^  as  to  enable  them  to  report  to  the 
Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School  not  later  than  August  1,  1938, 
viz : 

Captain  Bryant  L.  Boatner,  from  Barks- 
dale Field,  La. 

1st  Lieut.  Carl  A.  Brandt,  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif. 

Captains George  J.  Eppright  and  Alfred 
R.  Maxwell,  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

1st  Lieuts.  Carl  F.  Damberg  and  Edward 
J,  Hale,  upon  completion  of  their  pres- 
ent course  of  instruction  at  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111. 

8nd  Lieut.  Edward  M.  Gavin,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

2nd  Lieut.  Frank  N.  Moyers,  Barksdale  i 
Field,  La. 

1st  Lieut.  Richard  J.  O’Keefe,  Chanute 
Field,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  Francis  M.  Zeigler,  i 

Randolph  Field,  Texas.  .a 

oOo — - 

The  1st  Observation  Squadron,  Marshall  l! 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  was  honored  . 
by  a visit  from  Brigadier  General  Henry  I 
H.  Arnold,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  J 
Corps,  on  June  10 th.  He  inspected  the  1 
station  and  then  left  for  Cheyenne,  W^o.  j 
i-  V-7755,  A.C.  I 
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ISSUED  BY 

THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  AIR  CORPS 
WAR  DEPART^EWT  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 
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InioraKLtion  Division 
Air  Corps 


July  1,  1938 


Munitions  Building 
Washington,  D. C. 


Tlie  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flyii^  personnel  in  the  Regular  AnWr  Reserve  Corps,  national  Cuard, 
and  ethers  connected  with  aviation. 
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A PROTECTION  AGAINST  NIGHT  BLINDNESS 
By  Major  John  Hargraves,  M.C.,  (Flight  Surgeon) 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Opthalraology, 
School  of  Aviation  Medicine. 


HE  phenomena  of  vision  be- 
gins with  a con5)lex  photo 
chemical  reaction  in  the 
substance  of  the  retina  or 
sensitive  coat  of  the  eye- 
ball. 

^The.  substance  which 
light  acts  upon  to  produce 
the  sensation  of  vision  is 
called  visual  purple.  This 
substance  is  chemically  re- 
lated to  carotene,  crypto  xanthin  and 
vitamin  A. 

_It  is  definitely  known  that  deficien- 
cies in  the  consun^tion  or  the  utiliza- 
tion of  vitamin  A or  its  precursor  caro- 
tene^ results  in  a decrease  in  the  light 
sensivity  of  the  retina^  with  a result- 
ing loss  of  visual  efficiency,  particu- 
larly at  night. 

Vitamin  A is  abundant  in  many  foods 
and  we  would  escpect  individuals  who  live 
on  the  economic  plane  of  pilots  to  have 
adequate  vitamin  containing  diets.  How- 
ever, recent  investigations  have  shown 
that  vitamin  A deficiencies  of  varying 
degrees  occur  with  great  frequency  in 
individuals  over 'forty  years,  of  age. 

This  could  be  exp].ained  in  severaA  ways; 

1.  The  older  individiial  becomes  more 
set  in  his  dietary  habits  and  may  not 
eat  foods  which  contain  the  vitamin j 

2.  The  older  individcal  reaches  the 
age  where  there  is  a tendency  toward 
obesity,  and  conscious'.Ly  or  subconscious- 
ly to  retain  his  figure  avoids  certain 
foods,  such  as  milk,  cream,  butter,  etc., 
which  are  a rich  source  of  vitamin  A; 

3. ^ The  processes  of  age  increase  the 
density  of  the  liver  and  also  decrease 
the  absorptive  qualities  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal trace  BO  that  the  consumed 
Vitaiain  is  not  utilized.  Vitamin  A does 
not  store  well,  which  m^es  it  necessary 
to  replenish  it  daily. 

It-  is  recommended  that  as  a prophylac- 
tic and  protective  measure,  all  pilots 
above  the  age  of  thirty-five  include  in 
p*eir  daily  diet  foods  which  will  con- 
tain  4,000  international  units  of  vita- 
|min  A.  (l!he  exact  quantitative  require- 
ments ^e  as  yet  unknown,  but  2,50Q  in- 
ternational units  are  considered  essen- 


tial for  the  average  normal  adult. 

This  amount  of  vitamin  A can  he  ob- 
tained from  the  daily  consumption  of 
two  cooked  leafy  vegetables,  such  as 
spinach,  sprouts  or  cabbage;  one  un- 
cooked leafy  vegetable,  such  as  lettuce 
and  the  drinking  of  one  quart  of  milk 
(providing  the  cows  have  been  fed  on 
green  fodder) . ... 

Other  sources  of  vitamin  A are  butter, 
yolk,  animal  fats,  liver,  apricots, 
carrots,  green  beans,  green  peas, ^ sweet 

gotatoes,  and  pumpkin.  Halibut  Liver 
ii  is  the  richest  source,  also  the  old 
reliable  cod  liver  oil.  One  tablespoon- 
ful  of  cod  liver  oil  will  give  an  ample 
daily  dosage  of  vitamin  A,  ^ There  are 
also  many  concentrates  of  vitamins 
marketed  by  the  various  drug  houses  and 
obtainable  in  the  form  of  capsules. 
Usually  one  capsule  contains  the  requir- 
ed amount  of  vitamin  for  one  day. 

Of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
above  is  a report  by  Drs.  Ralph  C.  Wise 
and  O.H,  Schettler.  which  appeared  in 
the  June  issue  of  the  Ohio  Medical  Jour- 
nal j to  the  effect  that  eyestrain  and 
fatigue,  common  complaints  among  those 
doing  work  that  requires  close  attention, 
have  been  relieved  among  color  matchers 
of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufac- 
turing Company  by  daily  doses  of  Caro- 
tene-in-oil,  a source  from  which  the 
bo^  manufactures  vitamin  A. 

Three  capsules  of  carotene-in-oil 
daily,  they  declare,  by  speeding  up  the 
regeneration  of  visual  purple,  lignt- 
sensit.ive  substance  in  the  eye^  have  im- 
proved the  efficiency  of  color -matching 
inspectors  by  75  per  cent. 

Color  inspectors  of  the  company  had 
long  complained  of  severe  headaches, 
burning  and  smarting  eyes.  Many  of  them 
declared  they  were  unable  to  read  in  the 
evening  after  work  or  stated  that  they 
actually  feared  night  driving.  These  ■ 
conditions  have  now  been  changed  by  use 
of  the  new  treatment  is  the  assertion  of 
Dr,  T/7ise,  an  eye  specialist,  and  Dr. 
Schettler,  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  'above-named  conpany. 

Basis  for  giving  the  carotene-in-oil 
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is  the  fact  that  vistial  piorple,  the  ing  Air  Corps  officers  are  listed  helow, 

light-sensitive  substance  in  the  retina  as  follows: 

of  the  eye,  is  decomposed  in  the  process  i Lieut.  Colonels 

of  seeing  and  can  be  regenerated  only  in  1 Floyd  E,  Callow^  Leo  A.  Walton 


I 


Orvil  A.  Anderson 
George  H.  Beverley 
Eugene  L.  Eubank 
Frederick  W.  Evans 
Harold  H.  George 
Barney  M.  Giles 
James  B.  Givens 
Theodore  J.  Koenig 
Milo  McCune 


the  presence  of  vitamin  A.  Dosing  with 
carotene  in  effect  increases  the  body's 
supply  of  vitamin  so  essential  to  proper 
TiBi'cn.  Lack  of  vitamin  A is  known  to 
be  a cause  of  night  blindness,  an  eye  j 
defect  held  responsible  for  a large  j 
share  of  the  mounting  toll  of  night  auto- 
mobile accidents. 

An  interesting  by-product  of  the  tests, 
which  Dr.  Wise  expects  to  repeat  else- 
where, was  an  appreciable  improvement  in 
the  health  of  the  workers  treated,  par- 
ticularly in  cases  where  fatigue,  head- 
aches and  eye -strain  were  chronic.  Sev- 
eral workers  reported  gains  in  weight. 

The  eye-strain  is  produced  not  only  by  j Uzal  G.  Ent 
the  close  application  of  the  eyes  requirn  Donald  F.  Fritch 
ed,  but  also  by  the  unusually  bright  * Kirtley  J.  Gregg 
li^ht  in  which  the  work  must  be  done.  Robert  W.  Harper 
This  light,  the  doctors  note,  has  a ten-  ! Jolin  R.  Hawkins 
dency  to  destroy  visual  purple  and  re- 
duce the  "light  threshold,"  Through 
measurements  conducted  with  special 
equipment  it  was  shown  that  the  rate  of 
regeneration  of  visual  purple  was  in- 
creased. 

oOo 


Ma.lors 


•George  C.  McDonald 
Clements  McMullen 
John  W.  Monahan 
Bob  E.  Howland 
Ray  L.  Owens 
Younger  A.  Pitts 
Robert  M,  Webster 
Ennis  C.lWiitehead 
F.M.  Hopkins,  Jr, 


Captains 


Earl  W,  Barnes 
James  M.  Bevans 
Lawrence  J.  Carr 


Joe  L.  Loutzei^eiser 
Edmund  C.  Lynch 
John  F.  McBlain 
Earle  E.  Partridge 
James  S.  Stowell 
Yantis  H.  Taylor 
Wallace  E,  Whitson 
f.R.  Wolfinbarger 


Joseph  G.  Hopkins 

Ist  Lieut. 

William  A.R.  RODertson 
— oOo— 


The  graduation  exercises  for  the  1937- 


The  graduation  exercises  of  the  1937- 
1938  Class  of  the  Army  Industrial  Col- 
lege were  held  on  Thursday  morning, 

June  23,  1938,  in  the  auditorium  of  the 


place  in  the  auditorium  of  that  institu- 
tion on  Wednesday  morning,  J'une  22nd. 

The  exercises  consisted  of  the  Invoca- 
tion by  Colonel  Wm.  R.  Arnold,  Chief  of 
Chaplains,  U.  S.  Army;  a short  introduc- 
tory speech  by  Major  General  John  L. 
DeWitt,  Commandant  of  the  Army  War  Col- 
lege, followed  by  the  principal  address 
delivered  by  the  Hon.  Louis  Johnson,  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  War,  who  also  pre- 
sented the  diplomas.  Among  the  81  grad- 
uates were  the  follov/ing-named  Air  Corps 
officers: 

Lieut.  Colonel  Hubert  R.  Harmon 
Major  John  DeF.  Barker 
Major  W.  R.  Carter 
Major  I.  H,  Edwards 
Hickey 
Johnson 
Lyon 

Martenstein 


Major  L. 
Majer  H. 
Major  A. 
Major  A. 


P. 

A. 

J. 

W. 


Major  J,  Y.  York. 

oOo 


A total  of  38  Air  Corps  officers  gradu- 
ated on  Monday,  June  20,  1938,  from  the 
Conunand  and  General  Staff  School  at  Fort 
Leavenv/orth,  Kansas.  The  guest  of  honor 
at  the  graduation  exercises  for  the  1937- 
1938  Class  was  the  Hon.  Louis  Johnson, 

As  sis  tan -t  Secretary  of  War,  who  deliver- 
ed an  address  and  presented  the  diplomas 
to  the  graduates.  Chaplain  Milton  0. 
Beebe,  U. S.  Army^  delivered  the  Invoca- 
tion, and  Chaplain  L,  Curtis  Tier nan, 

'.S.  Army,  the  Bonodiction,  The  graduat- 


The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers 
were  given  temporary  promotions  in  the 
grades  indicated; 

To  Colonel:  Lieut.  Colonel  Percy  E. 
VaiTiloswrauSr  from  June  17,  1938. 

To  Lieut.  Colonel;  Major  Frank  H. 
PriTcEirS',  from  June  17,  1938;  Major 
Idwal  H.  Edwards,  from  June  17,  1938, 

To  Major;  Captain  Randolph  P. Williams, 
from  , 1938. 

— -oOo 


Effective  June  1,  1938-,  Lieut,  Colonel 
William  H.  Grom.  ( temporary}  was  promoted 
to  the  permanent  rank  of  Lieut,  Colonel, 


and  Major  Perry  Wainer  (tenporary)  to 
“ ,jor  William  S.  Gravely  (Oapt. 


Major.  Major 
was  promoted  to  the  permanent  rank  of 
Major,  effective  June  19,  1938. 

oOo— 


1938  Class  at  the  Army  War  College,  took  j Public  Health  Service,  Washington,  D.  C.  I 
DlnfA  in  fhp.  nndltnT’imm  nf  •fc'hn.t  inRtitii—  Thp  fi-yernises  consisted  of  the  Invoca—  I" 


The  exercises  consisted  of  the  Invoca- 
tion by  the  Chief  of  Chaplains,.  Colonel 
William  R.  Arnold;  a short  introductory 
speech  by  Colonel  Harry  B.  Jordan,  Direc- 
tor of  the  School,  followed  by  the  prin- 
cipal address  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Louis 
Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Of  the  56  graduates,  eight  were  Air 
Corps  officers,  vis: 

Majors  Shir as  A.  Blair,  Don  L. Hutchins, 
Clarence  P.  Kane,  John  A,  Laird,  Jr., 
Malcolm  S.  Lawton,  Edward  M,  Powers, 
Robert  T,  Zane  and  Captain  Julian  B. 
Haddon. 

— oOo — - 
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GBADUATION  JiXBRCISES  AT  ADVANCED  ELYIHG  SCHOOL 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 


RABJATIOH  exerciees  for  Claes 
No.  38-B  (consisting  of  two 
Regular  Army  officers,  one 
Siamese  officer,  one  Mexican 
Army  officer,  four  Philippine 
Amy  Air  Corps  officers,  and 
ei^ty-eight  Plying  Cadets, Air 
Corps,  were  held  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanc- 
ed Plying  School,  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  on 
Thursday, _ June  16,  1938,  before  a record 
crowd,  which  has  been  estimated  at  be- 
tween 4,000  and  5,000  spectators,  includ- 
ing Brigadier  General  James  E.  Chaney, 
Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center;  Brigadier  General  Lesley  J. 
McNair,  Conananding  General  of  the  Snd 
Pield  Artillery  Brigade;  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral C.P.  Himphrey.  Jr,,  ConiEjanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  3rd  Brigade,  Fort  Sam 
Houston;  approximately  400  Reserve  offi- 
cers; 4(a)  SOTC  students,  undergoing  two 
weeks’  active  duty  at  Camp  Buliis;  and 
400  soldiers  of  less  than  one  year’s 
service  from  the  Second  Division  at  Port 
Sam  Houston,  as  well  as  the  entire  mem- 
bership of  the  Basic  Stage  of  the  Air 
Corps  Primary  Plying  School  at  Randolph 
Field,  Texas. 

Following  the  usual  inspection  on  the 
flying  line  by  Colonel  Prank  D.  Lackland, 
Commandant  of  the  Advanced  Plying  School, 
and  members  of  the  School  Faculty  and 
Staff,  an  inpressive  aerial  review  was 
flown  by  the  graduating  class.  This  re- 
view won  a great  deal  of  praise  from  the 
reviewing  party,  as  well  as  from  the 
great  number  of  spectators  and  the  local 
press. 

There  followed  then  the  usual  exercis- 
es at  the  Post  Theater,  which  was  filled 
to  capacity  and  which  could  not  accommo- 
date several  hundred  additional  specta- 
tors who  wanted  to  enter.  General  Chan^ 
introduced  the  speaker.  General  McNair, 
who,  after  making  a very  interesting  and 
instructive  speech,  presented  the  gradu- 
ating class  with  their  diplomas  amid  the 
usual  avation  of  the  audience. 

The  88  graduating  Plying  Cadets  were 
commissioned  second  lieutenants,  Air  Re- 
serve, on  June  16,  1938,  and  ordered  to 
extended  active  dut^  at  Randolph  Pield, 
where  they  will  await  orders  for  their 
permanent  assignments  with  tactical 
units  of  the  Air  Corps.  The  names  of 
these  graduates  were  published  in  the 
previous  issue  of  the  News  Letter. 

Orders  have  been  issued  covering  the 
duty  assignments  of  the  two  officers  of 
the  Regular  Army  who  graduated  with  this 
dlasB.  Major  Lawrence  A.  Lawson  depart- 
ed on  June  19th  for  his  new  station, 

Lowry  Pield,  where  he  will  be  on  duty 
with  the  Denver  Branch  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  at  that  station.  First 
nieut.  Joseph  E.  Barsynski,  who  was 
transferred  to  the  Air  Corps  from  the 
Infantry,  left  on  June  Blst  on  leave  of 


absence  prior  to  reporting  at  Mitchel 
Pield,  N.Y. . where  he  has  been  assigned 
to  duty  with  the  97th  Observation  Squad- 


ron. 

With  respect  to  the  six  foreign  offi- 
•cers  who  graduated  with  the  class,  au- 
thority was  received  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment attaching  the  four  second  lieuten- 
ants of  the  Philippine  Army  Air  Corps  to 
tactical  units  of  the  U.S,  Axmy  Air 
Corps,  where  they  will  remain  until  they 
receive  orders  to  proceed  to  Chanute 
Pield  and  Lowry  Pield  to  undergo  instruc- 
tion at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School 
in  the  various  officers'  courses,  viz: 

Andres  0.  Cruz  to  a Bombardment  unit 
at  March  Pield,  Calif. 

Isidro  J.  Paredes  to  the  23nd  Observa- 
tion Squadron  at  Brooks  Pield,  Texas. 

Eustacio  D,  Orobia  to  a Pursuit  unit 
at  B?mksdale  Pield,  La. 

Eanon  M,  Zosa  to  an  Attack  unit  at 
Barksdale  Pield,  La. 

These  officers  left  Kelly  Pield  on 
June  20th  for  the  stations  indicated, 
and  expressed  their  pleasure  and  good 
fortune  in  their  attachment  for  tactical 
training  with  Army  Air  Corps  units. 

Captain  Cabanas  and  Lieut.  Suriya  de- 
parted for  their  respective  countries, 
the  former  going  direct  to  Mexico  City, 
and  the  latter,  after  a brief  stop  at 
Washington,  D, C.,  to  report  to  the 
Siamese  Legation  for  further  instruc- 
tions, being  bound  for  England. 

General  McNair's  address  is  quoted  be- 
low- as  follows: 

"General  Chaney,  Colonel  Lackland,  mem- 
bers of  the  instructional  staff,  and 

foung  officers  of  the  graduating  class; 

irst  of  all,  I want  to  say  how  sorry  we 
all  at  Port  Sam  Houston  are  that  General 
and  Mrs.’  Chaney  are  leaving.  They  are 
both  grand  people,  and  we  are  going  to 
miss  them.  I know  that  you  all  here 
feel  the  same  - and  then  some. 

"You  have  honored  me  today,  and  I ap- 
preciate it  more  than  I can  express.  I 
only  wish  that  my  words  could  do  justice 
to  the  occasion  as  it  appeals  to  me.  The 
review  was  one  of  the  most  inspiring 
spectacles  I have  ever  witnessed  - one 
that  I shall  never  forget. 

"My  experience  with  graduating  exer- 
cises - both  as  a student  and  as  a gradu- 
ate - tells  me  that  the  graduates  at 
least  are  for  shorter  and  snappier  ex- 
ercises, which  recalls  a recent  incident 
at  Port  Sam  Houston.  Father  came  home 
and  informed  the  family  that  he  was  to 
speak  on  a certain  occasion,  and  added, 

*1  don't  see  why  they  asked  me,  I don't 
3aiow  what  to  talk  about.  * Young  daughter 
piped  up  promptly.  'Talk  about  a minute, 
Daddy.  ’ And  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 
and  all  that. 

"In  coming  to  this- citadel  of  the  Air 
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CorpSs  I realize  at  the  outset  that  I 
can  offer  no  words  of  air -wisdom;  you 
know  a lot  more  than  I do;  tut  I claim 
one  small  distinction  - ny  service  in. 
the  Arn^r  extends  over  the  entire  life- 
time of  the  Air  Corps,  including  ite 
embryonic  days  as  a mere  section  of  the 
Signal  Corps.  So  that,  while  I never 
was  in  the  Air  Cor^s,  I have  grown  up 
alongside  of  it  - in  both  peace  and  war. 

I have  seen  its  struggles  at  close 
range  - which  makes  more  vivid  and  ro- 
mantic the  picture  of  air-might  as  we 
have  it  today. 

“My  brief  remarks  today  axe  addressed 
to  you  as  officers,  not  merely  of  the 
Air  Corps,  but  of  the  Army  as  a united 
whole.  And  the  Arn^  cannot,  hope  for 
success,  unless  it  is  in  fact  a united 
whole_-  trained  and  ready  to  carry  out 
the  will  of  one  man  - its  commander. 

There  can  be  no  division  of  purpose  in 
action  - no  working  at  cross-purposes  - 
if  we  are  to  win  a decisive  struggle. 
l?o  one  arm  can  win  by  itself;  each  nnist- 
do  its  5&jst  in  working  out  the  con^lete 
pattern. 

“You  young  gentlemen  have  just  complet- 
ed a year  of  air  training  - probably  the 
finest  in  the  world,  certainly  in  this 
country.  But,  like  all  school  work,  it 
has  been  curricular.  You  have  been  told 
what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it.  Skilled 
instructors  have  Watched  over  you  and 
guided  you. 

“ho?/  the  scene  changes.  You  take  your 
places  in  a.  great  organization,  every 
element  of  which  has  an  essential  func- 
tion - a duty,  a mission  to  perform, 

“While  it  is  true  that  commanders  will 
direct  you,  the  direction  will  consist 
largely  of  giving  you  a Job  to  do, either 
as  an  individual  or  with  a unit  under 
your  command.  You  no  longer  will  have 
an  instructor  at  your  elbow.  You  must 
go  to  it  on  your  own.  You  must  apply 
the  training  you  have  received  here  in 
obtaining  useful,  productive  results. 

“I  could  wish  you  no  greater  success 
than  to  be  able  to  report  each  task  com- 
pleted - each  mission  accomplished.  But 
it  will  not  be  so  - life  is  not  like 
that.  Sometimes  you  will  succeed,  and 
sometimes  you  will  fail.  You  will  make 
hits,  ^ and^you  will  strike  out.  The 
question  is  what  will  be  your  batting 
average . 

“It  always  has  seemed  to  me  that  there 
are^^twp  prime  requisites  in  carrying  out 
admission  - first,  to  understand  the 
mission,  and  second,  to  do  just  that  - 
not  something  else.  It  so^ands  easy  and 
single,  but  all  e^erience  - ground  as 
well  as  air  - denies  it.  In  every  appli- 
catory  exercise  when  I was  at  the  War 
College,  the  Commandant  required  us  to 
post^a  placard  on  the  wall,  stating  our 
mission,  hoping  to  reduce  in- some  degree 
the  number  of  cases  when  the  mission  was 
either  mangled  or  forgotten.  I served 
at  GHQ  in  Prance  during  the  War,  when  the 
Air  Corps  - then  the  Air  Service  - still 


was  pretty  young  and  raw.  I can  say 
frankly  that  there  was  no  little  senti- 
ment to  the  effect  that  it  was  pretty 
much  of  a gamble  what  the  airmn  would 
do  when  he  left  the  ground  - whether  he  f; 
would  keep  his  eye  on  the  ball,  or  go 
off  on  a tangent.  About  1925  or  so,  the 
President's  Morrow  Board,  investigating 
air  questions  on  a broad  front,  heard 
the  testimony  of  one  Captain  Hath,  one 
of  our  veteran  bombers.  He  stated  in 
effect  that,  if  a bombing  formation  en- 
countered anti-aircraft  fire  before  reach- 
ing its  objective,  it  lost  no  time  in 
dropping  its  load  and  going  home.  Par 
be  it  from  me  to  contend  that  nothing 
can  or  should  prevent  the  airman  from 
accon^lishing  his  mission.  - for  the  ob- 
stacles may  be  Insuperable.  But  there 
is  no  question  that  in  war  you  are  going  : 
to.  face  the  decision  as  between  going 
ahead  or  turning  back,  doing  or  not  do- 
ing, Any  many  such  decisions  will  not 
be  easy.  In  the  stress  of  war  - especi- 
ally in  the  air  - the  decision  is  bound 
to  be  influenced  by  your  fixed  habits  of  -j 
thought  and  action.  If  you  school  your-  i 
self  throu^  the  years  to  look  i^on  the  ! 
accomplishment  of  your  mission  as  some-  ! 
thing,  sacred  and  inviolable,  it  inevit- 
ably ¥/ill  be  reflected  in  increased  - 
perhaps  decisive  -effectiveness,  ffiie 
ever-increasing  power  of  the  Air  Corps 
will  cause  commanders  to  expect  more  and  ^ 
more  of  it  - to  lean  on  it  heavily  - es- 
pecially at  critical  times;  and  it  be- 
comes  the  more  important  that  you  carry  (|li 
out  your  mission  exactly,  if  it  is  human-  ! 
ly  possible.  This  indispensable  attrib- 
ute is  in  fact  the  hi^eet  form  of  dis- 
cipline - the  determination  to  do  the  ’ 
job  because  it  has  been  ordered.  It  is 
a form  of  discipline  which  comes  from 
the  heart  and  mind,  not  from  drill- 
grouTid  ceremonial  - however  ini)ortant 
that  may  be. 

“One  more  thought.  You  have  every 
right  to  be  proud  of  your  Air  Corps;  the 
Army  is  proud  of  it.  You  must  believe 
in  its  power,  and  make  the  most  of  it. 
Youth  should  have  its  visions  of  greater 
things,  and  strive  to  realize  them.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  you  must  look  into 
those  visions,  and  ask  whether  they  can 
be  made  realities  or  must  remain  only 
visions,  I served  on  a board  of  offi- 
cers in  Hawaii  in  1923,  to  investigate 
bombing  and  anti-aircraft  firing.  The 
j/oung  bombers  were  enthusiastic  at  the 
prospect  of  demonstrating  their  skill 
and  power.  The  tests  began.  Bombs  were 
dropped  at  a target,  and  the  points  of 
fall  measured  carefully.  When  the  fly- 
ers sa?/  their  patterns,  they  were  shock- 
ed; they  refused  to  believe  that  they 
had  not  come  closer  to  their  target.  It 
was  necessary  after  that  to  have  some  of 
their  number  on  the  ground,  in  order  to 
convince  them  of  the  facte.  Actually, it  ( 
was  not.  that  the  practice  was  poor  - 
ju^ed  by  standards  in  those  days.  The 
fact  was  that  the  airmen  had  thought 
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th-)’nselves  too  good;  just  as  their  older 
coasins  - the  artillerymen  - had  found, 
in  their  ot/U  case,  they  were  capable  of 
making  some  goodly  errors.  Perhaps  these 
bombers  were  not  intellectually  dishon- 
est - merely  ignorant  in  a sense  - but 
the  result  was  the  same  in  either  case  - 
a false  conception  of  one's  own  capabili- 
ties aiid  limitations.  I beg  of  you  to 
know  yourself  and  your  weapons,  and  to 
be  frank  among  yom’selves  and  with  the 
.rest  of  the  Army.  Ihe  irray  will  believe 
what  the  Air  Corps  says  it  can  do,  and 
will  rely  on  it.  If  its  prowess  is  ex- 
jerated,  through  whatever  cause,  dis- 


illusionment surely  will  come  with  war. 

I may  add  that  this  same  condition  exist*- 
ed  in  the  artillery  - my  native  arm  - 
until  the  war  showed  that  things  were 
not  as  easy  as  they  looked  on  the  target 
range . 

“And  so  the  two  thou^ts  that  I'd  like 
to  leave  with  you  as  you  join  the  Air 
Corps  are  to  carry  out  your  mission,  and 
to  be  informed  and  honest  as  to  your 
capabilities  and  limitations. 

"Centlemen  of  the  graduating  class,  you 
are  about  to  become  what  everyone  for 
years  has  known  as  a 'Kelly  Graduate*  - 
a mark  of  great  distinction.  You  have 
had  your  troubles  with  a most  rigid  and 
exacting  course.  You  have  survived  as 
others  fell  hy  the  wayside.  How  what 
are  you  going  to  do?  Are  you  goir^  to 
rest  on  these  laurels,  or  are  you  going 
on?  It's  an  old  question.  I now  have 
lived  long  enough  to  see  careers  worked 
out  to  the  end  - knowing  the  individuals 
intimately  all  the  while.  The  striking 
thing  is  that  the  graduate  whom  everyone 
considered  the  fair-haired  boy  is  not 
always  the  big  shot  5,  10  or  20  years 
later.  He  considered  himself  a finished 
product  on  graduation.  His  fellowman 
just  kept  right  on  plugging  through  the 
years. . In  the  end,  we  find  the  prodigy 
about  where  he  started.  The  old  plTigger 
shows  the  accumulated  progress  of  years. 
It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  two  start- 
ed together.  Yet,  if  one  looks  at  the 
whole  :picture,  the  answer  is  inevi table. 

I realize  that  some  of  you  will  plug 
harder  than  others,  some  of  you  are 
abler  than  others.  But  all  of  you  as 
graduates  of  this  course  surely  have  the 
ability  to  make  a lot  of  yourselves,  if 
you  only  keep  on  developing.  Especially 
at  this  time,  you  are  most  fortunate  in 
having  within  5>^our  reach  a commission  in 
the  Heg^ar  Army  - a goal  so  many  have 
sought  in  vain,  simply  because  the  ne- 
cessary vacancies  were  not  available. 

“So  now  your  work  at  Kelly  is  over;  suc- 
cess Tdll  be  yours,  not  for  the  asking, 
but  by  the  old  road  of  good,  hard  work 

I at  the  daily  tasks  as  they  come  along. 

1 ^k  best  of 

i Commendation  on  the  conduct  of  the 

I graduation  exercises  on  June  16th  was 
expressed  by  Brigadier  General  James  E. 


Chaney,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  in  an  official 
communication  to  the  Commandant  of  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  dated  June  16,  1938,  as 
follows! 

“1.  The  graduation  exercises  at  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School  on  June 
16,  1933,  §ave  every  evidence  of  careful 
planning,  intelligent  supervision,  and 
efficient  execution  on  the  part  of  your- 
self, your  staff,  and  the  officer  and 
enlisted  personnel  of  your  command. 

“2.  The  student  flying  in  the  aerial 
review  was  indicative  of  thorough  train- 
ing. The  efficient  handling  of  large 
visiting  detachments  of  Reserve  officers, 
R.O.T.C.  students,  and  enlisted  men  from 
Camp  Bullis  and  Port  Sara  Houston,  the 
inparting  to  them  of  information  on  Air 
Corps  equipment,  and  the  efficient  and 
courteous  handling  at  the  same  time  of 
large  numbers  of  civilians  all  reflected 
the  high  standard  of  efficiency  existing 
in  your  command. 

"3.  It  is  desired  that  this  be  brought 
to  the  attention  cf  all  members  of  your 
command  in  order  that  they  may  know  that 
their  thorough  and  efficient  performance 
of  duty  has  been  recognized  and  appreci- 
ated by  higher  echelons  of  command. " 

oOo 

ABVAHCSD  SCHOOL  CIASS  LARGEST  IH  HISTORY 

Anticipating  the  arrival  on  June  27, 
1938,  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  Class  Ho. 

38-0  (the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
school) , preparations  have  been  under 
way  for  some  time  to  receive  them.  This 
class  will  consist  of  66  Regular  Army 
officers  and  85  Plying  Cadets,  a total 
of  151  students. 

oOo — - 

"OLD  TIIVISR"  LEA.VES  12TH  SQUAHIOH 

The  12th  Observation  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Port  Knox,  Ky, , recently  lost 
Master  Sergeant  Robert  Duke,  Air  Corps, 
who  has  been  transferred  to  the  Philip- 
pines for  duty.  This  veteran  noncommis- 
sioned officer  has  the  distinction  of 
serving  with  the  12th  Squadron  through 
all  the  grades  from  buck  private  to 
Master  Sergeant.  He  served  as  First 
Sergeant  of  this  organization  for  7-|- 
years  and  seemed  an  inseparable  part  of 
it. 

A farewell  dinner  was  tendered  Sgt. 

Duke  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Squadron.  General  Van  Voorhis,  the  Com- 
manding General  of  Port  Knox,  Ky. , offi- 
ciated and  cited  Sergeant  Duke  as  an  ex- 
emplary soldier  and  an  inspiration  for 
all  young  men  in  the  service. 

— -oOo 

During  May,  1938,  the  Engineering  De- 
partment of  the  .San  Antonio  Air  Depot, 
Duncan  Field,  Texas,  overhauled  19  planes 
and  55  engines  and  repaired  65  planes  and 
26  engines. 

5- 
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STAITDAHDIZATIOU  OF  ’vraSCKIHG  TRUCK 


WEST  POUT  CADETS  AT  MITCHEL  FIELD 


Tlie  Type  C-2  wrecking  truck  lias  Leen 
standardized,  Hiis  truck  is  of  the 
tractor-trailer  t^’pe,  the  tractor  "being 
equipped  with  an  integrally  mounted  10- 
ton  capacity  boom  crane,  a 2500-watt, 
110-volt  alternator,  underslung  drum 
tj'pe  winch  mounted  at  the  rear  of  the 
tractor,  and  two  10-inch  floodlighting 
rejectors.  The  crane  with  a 15~foot 
oorn  may  be  utilized  at  airdromes  for 
norms.l  maintenance  of  airplanes  in  addi- 
tion to  its  salvaging  purposee.  The 
2500-watt  alternator  will~ permit  the  use 
of  standard  hand  electric  tools  in  the 
field  to  facilitate  salvage  and  repair 
of  airplanes. 

Wrecked  aircraft  may  be  retrieved  from 
swamps,  ravines,  and  ather  inaccessible 
areas  by  means  of  the  underslung  winch. 
The  floodlights  and  projectors  are  of 
the  wide-angle  t^rpe,  enabling  operation 
at  night,  A lower  fifth  wheel  is  mount- 
ed on  the  tractor  chassis  for  the 
coupling  of  a semi- trailer. 

Tile  semi-trailer  is  of  the  stake  and 
platform  type.  The  loading  platform  is 
eight  feet  wide  by  forty  feet  long. 

There  is  a skid  rail  at  the  rear  of  the 
platform.  Eie  laden  height  of  the  plat- 
form will  not  exceed  43  inches.  This 
will  permit  transportation  of  complete 
fuselages  through  average  underpasses. 

A tool  conpartment  of  an^le  capacity  is 
located  at  the  forward  end  of  the 
trailer. 

Tile  tractor  and  trailer  are  equipped 
with  truck  and  bug  balloon- tj^e  tires 
and  air  pressure  operated  brakes.  A 
clearance  lighting  system  conforming  to 
Interstate  Comerce  Commission  regula- 
tions is  provided  in  order  that  opera- 
tion of  the  vehicle  ma.y  not  be  restrict- 
ed, ^A  convertor  dolly,  ¥/hlch  may  be 
carried  on  the  trailer  or  towed  at  the 
rear,  makes  it  possible  to  maneuver  the 
trailer  by  means  of  military  trucks  or 
tractors, 

— oOo— 

SECOUD  AUTOGIRO  CLASS 

The_ second  course  of  instruction  in 
Autogiro  Maintenance  and  Operation  start- 
ed on  June  Sth  at  Patterson  Field,  Fair- 
fieldf  Ohio,  under  the  able  direction  of 
1st  Lieut.  H.F.  Gregory,  assisted  by  2nd 
Lieuts.  E.S.  Nichols  and  J.  ¥.  Wilson, 

The  student  pilots  are  second  lieuten- 
ants G.R,  Smith,  of  Langley  Field,  ?a. ; 
J.K,  Arnold,  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  W. C. 
Barrett,  Mitchel  Field,  N.I, ; ¥.R. 

Haugen,  Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley, Kans., 
and  IT.L.  Peterson,  Godman  Field,  Ey. 

The  enlisted  mechanics  are  Sergeants 
J.E.  Ellett,  of  Langley  Field,  Va. , G.W. 
Money,  Marshall  Field,  Kans. ; Privates 
3.L.  Liles,  _Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla., 
and  J.E,  Wright,  Lawson  Field,  Fort 
3enning,  Ga. 


During  the  period  June  18th  to  July  , 
9th,  456  West  Point  Cadets,  Class  of 
1939,  are  receiving  a practical  taste  of 
the  way  Uncle  Sam  employs  his  air  forces  ''fj 
at  Mitchel  Field,  l.Y.  Me  to  the  scar-  [: 
city  of  airplanes  and  the  lack  of  ari^lo 
housing  facilities,  the  cadets  are  re- 
ceiving their  training  in  three  echelons, 
each  echelon  remaining  for  a period  of 
one  week.  '! 

Enlisted  personnel  of  the  9th  Bombard-  j 
ment  Group,  stationed  at  Mitchel  Field, 
turned  over  their  barracks  to  the  Cadets  j'; 
and  moved  into  the  97th  Observation  i 

Squadron  harjgar,  where  tenporary  facill-  | 
ties  were  installed  for  their  accommoda-  i 
.'tion,  j 

Mornings  are  devoted  to  various  phases 
of  flying,  such  as  Orientation,  Observa- 
tion, Navigation,  and  a demonstration  of 
the  manner  in  which  a Bombardment  squad-  J 
ron  bombs  a given  target.  Each  cadet 
receives  approximately  eight  hours  of  i 

flying.  The  afternoons  are  devoted  to 
lectures  and  interesting  excursions  to 
the  various  activities  about  the  post. 

The  cadets  display  keen  Interest  in 
military  aviation.  In  addition  to 
scheduled  flights,  they  are  devotii^ 
their  leisure  time  to  flyiisg  with  regu-  ; 
lar  scheduled  flights,  including  ni^t  ■ 
missions. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  of  each  week,  ; 

a picnic  is  held  at  Jones  Beach,  New 
York  State's  largest  ba, thing  beach.  Each 
Tliursday  evening  a Tea  Dance  is  given  at 
tlie  Officers'  Club  from  6:00  to  11:00  ' 

o'clock,  in  honor  of  the  Cadets  and  ^ 

their  guests. 

The  tennis  courts,  bowling  alleys  and 
swimming  pool  were  placed  at  the  disposal  ! 
of  the  Cadets  during  off  duty  houre.  ’ 

— oOo—  ■ 

i 

BOliBING  PLANES  IITMCEPT  LINER  AT  SEA  j 

Langley  Field  officers  reported  that  | 
on  June  12th  three  "Flying  Fortresses" 
of  the  Second  Bombardment  Group  at  that  , 
station,  while  on  a routine  training  i 

flight,  intercepted  the  SS  "^een  of 
Berarada"  about  300  miles  at  sea,  ex- 
changed greetings  with  the  ship  and  re-  ! 
turned  to  the  home  airdrome. 

The  three  planes,  with  Majors  Caleb 
V.  Haynes,  Edv/in  R.  McEeynolds  and 
Captain.  Archibald  Y,  Smith  at  the  con- 
trols, left  Langley  Field  at  lOiOO  a.m. , 
and  were  back  at  5;  30  p.m. 

— oOo— 

Two  Air  Corps  officers,  1st  Lieuts. 
Thetus  C.  Odom  and  Wm.  P.  Eckert,  are 
under  orders  for  duty  as  students  to 
pursue  the  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Ad- 
ministration., Cambridge,  Mass.  Lieut.  Aj 
Odom  has,  been  undergoing  a course  of  in-  'h 
struction  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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THE  TYPE  C-,6  OBSERVATION  BALLOON 


I 


The  Type  C-6  observation  balloon  rep- 
resents the  latest  Air  Co:^s  endeavor 
for  inroroving  this  type  or  equipment. 
Observation  balloons  were  enployed  quite 
extensively  during  the  'World  War,  and 
are  still  regarded  valuable  for  certain 
specialized  metnods  of  observation. 

This  new  balloon  somewhat  resembles 
the  present  standard  C-3  captive  balloon^ 
except  that  it  depends  for  stability 
upon  four  fins,  similar  in  construction 
to-  the  tail  surfaces  of  an  airplane,  in- 
stead of  ‘Idle  three  balloon  fabric,  air- 
inf  Jated  lobes  of  the  older  type.  The 
aei’cd/nainJ.c  characteristics  oi  the  0-6 
ball' on  are  definitely  superior  to  those 
of  previous  types.  It  can  be  operated 
either  as  a captive  or  motorized  balloon, 
and  is  converted  from  one  form  to  the 
other  in  a few  rainutes. 

vrnen  performing  its  prescribed  mission 
of  observation  for  the  regulation  of  ar- 
tillery fire,  a cable  containing  a tele- 
phone wire  center  is  attached,  and  the 
observers  in  the  basket,  which  serves  as 
a stationary  elevated  platfoim,  are  able 
to  converse,  via  telephone,  with  the 
ground  organisation  for  whom  they  are  ob- 
serving. The  telephone  communication 
system,  which  is  the  most  dependable 
method  Of  communication,  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  features  of  balloon  observa- 
tion. In  addition,  due  to  the  absence 
of  vibration,  powerful  field  glasses  can 
be  used  for  observation  work  and  a very 
high  degree  of  accuracy  obtained. 

Upon  coirpletien  of  the  observation 
mission,  the  balloon  is  hauled  to  the 
ground  where  the  basket  is  detexhed  and 
a small  car,  equipped  with  an  85--horse- 
power  engine,  is  attached.  The  balloon 
is  then  flown- under  its  ov/n  power  to  a 
location  £b  to  30  miles  in  the  rear. 

This  method  of  transporting  the  balloon 
in  fligiit,  from  one  location  to  another, 
represents  the  major  improvement  in  the 
equipment. 

_An  idea  of  the  advantage  of  this  mo- 
bility feature  may  be  obtained  by  a com- 
ar i son  with  the  method  used  in  the  past 
or  changing  the  balloon  location.  With 
the  old  type  balloon  it  was  necessary  to 
tow  the  craft  over  the  ground  while  at- 
tached to  a cable  on  a windlass  truck. 
This  system  contributed  to  general  traf- 
fic congestion  on  the  roads  and  serious 
difficulties  had  to  be  overcome  when 
overhead  wires,  bribes,  etc. , were  en- 
countered, The  mobility  feature  also 
permits  balloons  of  this  type  to  be  moor- 
ed in  the  rear  zone,  thus  reducing  the 
nazard  of  attack  while  on  the  ground, 
which  was  one  of  the  undesirable  features 
of  the  old  type  balloons. 

Helium  is,  of  course,  now  used  for 
practically  all  lighter-than-air  opera- 
tions. The  new  type  observation  balloon 
is  inflated  with  50,000  feet  of  this 
iioninflammable  gas.  Since  helium  is  an 


inert  gas  and  will  not  combine  with 
another  gas  to  form  an  explosive  mixture, 
this  feature  offers  a decided  improve- 
ment, in  that  it  eliminates  the  hydrogen 
fire  hazard. 

The  envelopes  for  balloons,  which  up 
until  recently  were  constructed  of  rub- 
berized fabric,  are  now  manufactured 
from  fabrics  coated  with  synthetic  rub- 
ber, Kie  power  car  is  a tubular  steel 
structure  covered  with  cloth  and  provid- 
ed with  three  wheels,  on  which  the  car 
is  moved  about  while  on  the  ground.  The 
car  is  equipped  with  two  cockpits,  per- 
mitting carrying  of  an  observer  for  spe- 
cialized missions  when  flying  as  a 
motorized  balloon. 

The  fact  that  the  air  speed  conpares 
with  the  speed  of  lahd  vehicles  rather 
than  with  that  of  other  aircraft  makes 
flight  at  low  speeds  and  low  altitudes 
possible  with  a high  degree  of  safety. 

A change  of  location  under  cover  of 
darki'-isss  without  elaborate  navigational 
aids  is  another  of  the  outstanding  char- 
acteristics of.  this  type  of  bai-loon.  It 
is  entirely  possible  to  throttle  the  en- 
gine and  converse  with  persons  on  the 
ground. 

Operation  of  this  type  of  aircraft  is 
relatively  sinple  when  compared  with 
that  of  other  types. 

Two  b8.11oons  cf  the  G-6  motorized  type 
are  now  in  operation;  one  at  Eort  Sill, 
Oklahoma,  v/here  observation  missions  for 
the  Artillery  School  are  performed,  and 
the  other  at  Eort  Lewis,  Washington.  Two 
additional  balloona  will  be  placed  in 
service  as  soon  as  construction  is  com- 
pleted. 

— --oOo 

Lieuts.  Odom  and  Eckert  ( From  Page  6) . 

School  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. , 
while  Lieut.  Eckert  has  been  on  duty  as 
a flying  instructor  at  the  Air  Corps 
Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas. . 

— — oOo 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers, 
upon  the  conpletion  of  their  present 
tour  of  duty" in  the  Philippine  Depart- 
ment, are  assigned  to  duty  at  the  sta- 
tions indicated; 

First  Lieuts.  Jerome  E.  Blair,  2d,  and 
Stanley  J.  Donovan  to  Randolph  Field, 
Texas;  Frederick  J.  Fillet  to  Maxwell 
■ Field,  Ala. 

Officers  recently  ordered  to  duty  iu 
the  Philippines  are  1st  Lieut.  William 
M,-  dross  and  2nd  Lieut.  Henry  B.  Fisher, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  Armament 
course,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Hilmer  C.  Nelson, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  Photographic 
course  at  the  Denver  Bramch  of  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School,  Lowry  Field, 
Denver,  Colo. 
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HIGH  ALTIKJDS  NAVIGATION  MISSION 


A flight  of  seven  PB-2  Pursuit  planes 
from  the  33rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , took  off  on  June  6th  on  a 
high  altitude  navigation  mission.  The 
flight  was  led  hy  Major  R.L,  Maughan., 
Commanding  Officer  of  this  Squadron,  and 
was  joined  by  six  planes  attached  from': 
the  35th  and  36tli  Pursuit  Squadrons. 

Except  for  the  development  of  a faulty 
supercharger  on  the  airplane  piloted  by 
Lie?a.t.  W,  C.  Clark,  the  mission  was  with- 
out incident.  Maxwell,  Barksdale  and 
Kelly  Fields  were  visited. 

. Much  was  learned  of  the  capabilities 
of  biplace  Pursuit  at  high  altitude,  and 
the  mission  was  considered  successful  by 
all  concerned. 


In  connection  with  the  above,  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  of  the  35th  Pursuit 
Squadron  states; 

“Second  Lieutenants  Don  Coupland, 

George  B.  Greene  and  Homer  M.  Truitt,  as 
art  of  Major  R.L,  Maughan’ s flight, 
ook  off  from  Langley  Field  to  visit 
their  Alma  Mater  at -San  Antonio,  Texas., 
During  the  trip  they  took  the  ?B’s  aloft 
to  20,000  feet,  where  it  became  quite 
cold,  especially  with  only  sujnner  flyii^ 
equipment,  TShile  flying  at  this  alti- 
tude they  used  the  newly  installed  gase- 
ous oxygen  equipment,  which  proved  to  be 
very  satisfactory.'* 

— oOo— 

CHANGES  IN  PmSONNEL  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

Major  Harvey  W.  Prosser  and  Captain 
Edward  H.  Porter,  Air  Corps,  reported^at 
Kelly  Field  recently  from  the  Philippine 
Department. 

During  his  tour  of  duty  in  the  Philip- 
pines, Major  Prosser  served  as  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  Common- 
wealth of  the  Philippines,  and  Aeronaut- 
ical Adviser  on  the  staff  of  General 
Douglas  MacArtkar,  Military  Adviser  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  the  Philippinesi  as 
well  as  Inspector,  Bureau  of  Air  Com- 
merce, U. S,  Department  of  Commerce.  He 
returned  to  the  States  commercially,  via 
the  Suez  Canal,  with  his  family. 

Major  Prosser  was  assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  and  announc- 
ed as  Secretary  and  Public  Relations  Of- 
ficer, succeeding  Major  Isaiah  Davies, 
Air  Corps,  who  has  been  designated  as 
Director  of  Flying  Training,  relieving 
Major  Robert  T.  Cronau,  who  will  con- 
tinue as  Post  Operations  Officer. 

While  in  the  Philippine  Department, 
Captain  Porter  served  as  Group  Communi- 
cations Officer  of  the  Fourth  Composite 
Group,  Air  Corps,  and  for  over  a year  he 
was  Commanding  Officer  of  the  38th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  at  Nichols  Field.  He 
returned  to  the  States  with  his  family 
aboard  the  U.S.  Transport  GRANT.  Captain 
Porter  was  assigned  to  the  61st  School 


Squadron  at  Kelly  Field  and  will  assume 
command  of  that  organization  in  the  near 
future,  upon  the  departure  of  Major 
Clarence  S,  Croinrine  for  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas,  where  he  was  ordered  to 
pursue  the  course  at  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School.  , 

-- ,»oOo— - 

PSRSOmm  NOTES 

Colonels  Walter  H.  Frank,  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  Headquarters  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
Langley  Field,  ?a. , and  Herbert  A.Dargue, 
Assistant  Conmandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala., 
are  under  orders  for  foreign  service. 

Colonel  Frank  is  to  sail  on  or  about 
September  1,  1938,  for  the  Hawaiian  De- 
partment, where  he  will  report  to  the 
Commanding  General  for  duty  as  Wing 
Commander  of  the  18th  Wing. 

Colonel  Dargue  is  to  sail  on  the 
..transport  scheduled  to  leave  Charleston, 
S.C.  , on  or  about  October  8',  1938,  for 
the  Panama  Canal  Department,  where  he 
will  report  to  the  Conmanding  General 
for  duty  as  Wing  Commander  of  the  19th 
T/ing. 


Major  Lloyd  N*  Keesling,  Air  Corps, 
has  been  pla.ced  on  the  retired  list, 
June  30,  1938,  for  disability  incident 
to  the  service. 


Major  Harlan  W.  Holden  (Captain)  was 
promoted  to  the  permanent  grade  or  Major, 
with  rank  from  June  23,  1938. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Walter  F.  Krause,  Air 
Corps,  has  been  relieved  from  detail  as 
a member  of  the  General  Staff  Corps  and 
from  assignment  and  duty  in  the  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D. C., 
and  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Hawaiian  De- 
partment. 


Master  Sergeant  Frank  Skrobacke,  Air 
Corps,  of  the  Headq^rters  and  Headquar- 
ters Squadron,  3rd 'Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
has  been  placed  on  the  retired  list  at 
Barksdale  Field,  La, , effective  June  30, 
1938.  Enlisting  in  the  Coast  Artillery 
Corps,  he  served  continuously  in  that 
branch  of  the  service,  from  Private  to 
Sergeant,  from  A'ogust  8,  1907,  to  Decem- 
ber 2^,  1920.  From  that  date  and  through 
the  remainder  of  his  military  service 
he  served  with  the  Air  Corps.  He  re- 
ceived hie  appointment  as  Master  Ser- 
geant on  January  2,  1936.  He  graduated 
from  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  as 
an  Airplane  Engine  Mechanic,  and  served 
in  the  Panama  Canal  Department  from 
April  15,  191*5,  to  December  3,  1919.  At 
the  age  of  48,  Master  Sergeant  Skrobacke 
has  conpleted  over  30  years  of  service 
in  the  Army. 

Captain  Arnold  H.  Rich  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Maxwell  to  Lowry  Field,  Colo. 
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HI  cm.  FIELD,  THE  ARl/ff'S  HEWSST  AND  LARGEST  AIRDROME 
By  Captain  H.B.  Ifarae,  Ouarterraaster  Corps 


Tl'irou^h  weird  purple  lig:hte  of  a trop- 
ical daTO  there  came  a mighty  armada, 
roaring  its  way  through  traiiauil  skies 
over  these  enchanted  islands 'of  romantic 
Hawaii.  The  18th  v7ing  of  Uncle  Sam’s 
nighty  air  force  is  ''Coming  Home.  ” 
"Home,"  with  all  that  the  word  implies, 
for  Brigadier  General  Barton  K,  Yount, 
■beloved  and  respected  hy  every  man  of 
his  command,  has  taken  possession,  for 
the  U.  S,  Arn^f  of  this  magnificent  air 
"base,  which  is  destined  to  be,  when  com- 
pletedj  not  only  the  most  Important  unit 
of  aerial  defense  within  the  Hawaiian 
Department,  but  the  largest  airdrome  in 
this  broad  land  of  ours. 

The  young  aviator  fortunate  enough  to 
be  assigned  to  the  18th  Wing  will  find 
on  "reporting  in"  that  the  charms  of 
Hawaiian  tradition  have  been  interwoven 
by  the  creative  mind  in  the  development 
of  this  beautiful  post. 

^ As  a kamaaina  to  a malihini , to  one 
who  is  coming  for  his  first  tour  indiese 
tropical  islands,  let  me  quote  for  his 
enlightenment  Mark  .0?wain*  s early  impres- 
sion • "No  land  in  all  the  world  has  any 
deep,  strange  charm  for  me  but  this  one; 
no  other  land  could  so  lovingly  and  be- 
seechingly haunt  me  sleeping  and  waking 
through  half  a lifetime,  as  that  one  has 
done.  Other  things  leave  me,  but  it 
. abides;  other  things  change,  but  it  re- 
mains the  same.  For  me  its  balmy  airs 
are  always  blowing,  its  summer  seas 
flashing  in  the  sun;  the  pulsing  of  its 
surf-beat  is  in  my  ear;  I can  see  its 
garlanded  crags,  its  leaping  cascades, 
its  plumey  palms  drowsing  by  the  shore; 
its  remote  summits  floating  like  islands 
above  the  cloudrock;  I can  feel  the 
spirit  of  its  woodland  solitude j I can 
hear  the  splash  of  its  ‘brooks;  in  my 
nostrils  still  lives  the  breath  of  flow- 
ers that  perished  twenty  years  ago."  And 
THIS  is  Hawaii. 

Nestling  on  these  sunny  shores,  out 
here  in  the  Paradise  of  the  Pacific, 
Hickara  Field  has  come  into  its  own.  It 
is  situated  seven  miles  northwest  of  the 
City  of  Honolulu,  and  lies  between  the 
Navy  Yard,  Pearl  Harbor  and  Fort  Kameha- 
meha.  This  new  Air  Field  was  officially 
designated  as  HICKAM  FIELD  in  commemora- 
tion of  Lieut.  Colonel  Horace  M.  Hickam, 
Air  Corps,  who  was  killed  in  line  of 
duty  at  Fort  Crockett,  Texas,  on  Novem- 
ber 5,  1934,  in  an  airplane  accident. 

In  1928,  the  necessity  for  expanding 
the  air  defenses  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
became  apparent  to  the  War  Department, at 
Which  time  a Board  of  Officers  was  ap-* 
pointed  to  select  a suitable  airdrome 
site  on  the  Island  of  Oahu  for  this  pur- 
I pose.  Several  tentative  sites  were  in- 
spected, However,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  all  but  one  site  failed  to  pos- 
sess the  necessary  characteristics  of  an 


ideal  airdrome.  Recommendations  were 
made  to  the  War  Department  that  this  par- 
ticular site,  consisting  of  2225.46  , 
acres,  be  secured  from  private  owners, 
comprised  of  the  Bishop  Estate,  Damon 
Estate  and  Queen  Emma  Estate. 

During  1928,  the  U.S.  Attorney  General 
started  condemnation  proceedings  which 
were  later  suspended  due  to  lack  of 
funds.  Nothing  further  was  done  con- 
cerning the  condemnation  of  this  land 
until  January,  1935,  when  proceedings 
were  reinetituted  against  the  property 
owners.  Title  was  acquired  to  the  pro- 

ferty  on  April  9,  193^,  at  a cost  of 
1,091,238.12,  the  funds  having  been 
provided  for  under  Public  No.  21,  of  the 
74th  Congress,  approved  L/Iarch  21,  1935. 

On  July  26,  1935,  Captain  H.B.  Nurse, 
Quartermaster  Corps,  arrived  in  Hawaii 
to  assume  the  duties  of  Constructing 
Quartermaster.  After  making  a thorough 
examination  of  the  site,  a layout  plan 
was  prepared  for  this  vast  airdrome,  and 
this  was  approved  on  August  16,  1935,  by 
Major  General  Hugh  A.  Drtim,  the  Depart- 
ment Commander. 

Major  Don  L.  Hutchins,  Air  Corps,  ar- 
rived in  the  Department  shortly  before 
Captain  Nurse,  and  assumed  the  duties 
of  Air  Corps  Representative  and  Technic- 
al Advisor  to  the  Constructing  Quarter- 
master.- Major  Hutchins  and  Captain 
Nurse  had  worked  together  on  Air  Corps 
construction  for  more  than  six  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  Major  Hutchins' 
tour,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  Main- 
land to  attend  the  Industrial  College, 
Major  Harold  L.  Clark,  Air  Corps,  an  old- 
timer  in  the  Building  and  Grounds  Divi- 
sion in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  and  with  whom  Captain  Nurse 
had  previously  served,  was  ordered  to 
Hawaii  as  replacement  in  this  important 
position. 

Lieut*  Jesse  H.  "Veal,  Quartermaster 
Corps,  reported  for  duty  as  assistant  to 
the  Constructing  Quartermaster  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  1935,  and  was  assigned  as  Execu- 
tive Officer.  The  greater  portion  of 
his  service  since  graduation  from  West 
Point  has  been  with  Captain  Nurse. 

On  September  1,  1935,  Master  Sergeant 
Harry  A.  Chapman,  Air  Corps,  was  assign- 
ed to  the  project  as  Assistant  to  the 
Constructing  Quartermaster  and  placed  in 
charge  of  work  to  he  performed  by  the 
Purchase  and  Hire  Section;  work  for 
which  he  was  well  qualified  and  which  he 
handled  very  efficiently  until  impaired 
health  compelled  his  return  to  the  Main- 
land, at  which  time  Lieut.  Archibald  W. 
Lyon,  Quartermaster  Corps,  a young  offi- 
cer who  received  his  initial  grooming 
during  the  construction  of  Hamilton 
Field,  under  Captain  Nurse’ s supervision, 
took  charge  of  this  work. 

The  remainder  of  the  organization  was 
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made  up  of  Civil  Service  employees ^ many 
of  whom  were  transferred  from  mainland 
posts*  and  had  served  previously  T/ith 
Captain  Nurse  at  va-rious  stations  from 
Washington,  D.C.*  to  as  far  distant  as 
the  Philippine  Islands. 

^Vheii  completed,  Hickam  Field  T/ill  have 
"barracks  that  will  provide  accommodatior© 
for  six  thousand  enlisted  men  and  more 
than  eight  himdred  dwellings  to  _ house 
the  commissioned  and  noncommissioned^  per- 
sonnel, There  will  he  eight  double  han- 
gars with  over  twelve  acres  of  floor^ 
space.  ®ie  Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  wliiCii  is 
also  an  important  part  of  Hick^  Field, 
vdll  he  provided  with  380,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  for  the  storage  of 
supplies  and  will  he  equipped  with  a 
most  imdern  shop  with  more  than  eight 
acres  of  the  latest  type  of  machinery 
and  equipment. 

The  Japanese  have  a proverb  which  em- 
bodies the  theory  that  beautiful  sur- 
roundings play  a great  part  in  the  build- 
ing of  good  men.  Major  General  Hugh  A, 
Drum,  the  Department  Commander  at  the 
time  this  work  ¥/as  initiated,  was  a be- 
liever in  the  building  up  of  **good  men,** 
thereby  moulding  strong  organisations, 
which  would  in  turn,  result  in  a decided- 
ly efficient  fighting  mchine. 

First,  he  believed  thoroughly  in^a 
"Happy  Garrison,*’  which  is  the  indica- 
tion of  contentment  within  the  organiza- 
tion; second,  he  strongly  agreed  with 
Ruskin,  who  once  said:  "One  will  so 
often  think  that  beauty  is  expensive, 
which  is  T/rong,-  it  is  ugliness  that 
costs."  With  this  in  mind.  General  tt’um. 
in  the  initial  plans  tried  to  malce 
Hickam  Field  not  only  a ’’model  of  effi- 
ciency, *’  but  a beautiful  place  in  which 
to  live. 

Colonel  Delos  C,  Emmons  was  Wing  Com- 
mander at  the  inception  of  Hickam  field, 
and  was  subsequently  relieved  by  General 
Yount.  Both  officers  took  a keen  inter- 
est in  converting  what  only  yesterday 
were  tangles  of  Algaroba  and  Ian tana 
jungle  into  a model  Army  post  T/liich,  if 
General  Yount’s  prophecy  comes  true, will 
become  one  of  the  show  places  of  Hawaii. 

The  • Quarter mas ter  Corps,  charged  with 
the  construction  of  this  project,  Is  ac- 
complishing results  through  the  medium 
of  very  careful  and  thorough  planning. 

The  day  is  never  so  crowded  with  routine 
duties  but  that  Colonel  C.L,  Corbin,  the 
Department  Quartermaster,  finds  time  to 
study  the  minute  details  that  go  into 
the  construction  of  a post  of  this  magni- 
tude. 

Every  home  is  not  only  being  so  placed 
as  to  avail  itself  of  the  prevailing 
trade  winds,  but  also  the  mountain  scen- 
ery or  marine  view.  Ihe  homes  will  be 
in  keeping  with  the  Hawaiian  atmosphere 
and  traditions,  rather  than  being  set 
"four  square,*’  and  each  a replica  of  the 
other,  as  were  the  buildings  of  our  ear- 
lier Arn^?-  Posts,  when  it  was  considered 
essential  to  follow  the  lines  of  a cita- 


del, a tradition  which  was  handed  doTO 
from  the  time  of  Caesar. 

At  fficlram  Field,  streets  curve  and 
wind  in  an  easy,  carefree  manner,  with  a j 
lei  surely?'  Hawaiian  indifference  to  the  ff 
Euclidean  maxim  concerning  two  points  and? 
one  straight  line;  yet,  it  contains  or- 
ganic unity,  as  well  ae  direct  arteries 
of  circulation  leading  to  various  focal 
points. 

In  the  technical  area,  however,  lethar- 
gy is  abated  and  is  replaced  with  an 
alert  efficiency. 

Landscaping,  in  keeping  with  Hawaiian. 
Bub-tropical  growth,  is  keeping  pace 
with  the  construction.  Oyer  300,000 
trees  and  shrubs  have  already  been  propa- 

fated  at  little  cost.  Had  this  work 
een  delayed  until  completion,  of  con- 
struction and  the  necessary  trees  of,  pro- 
per growth  purchased  in  the  open  mrket, 
it  would  have  resulted  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  several  hundred  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. As  it  is,  we  have  175  varieties  of 
trees  and  shrubs  with  41  varieties  of 
palms  alone.  Many  of  these  have  been 
set  out  along  the  streets  and  boulevards 
and  by  the  time  Hickam  Field  reaches 
completion,  they  will  have  matured  into 
well  developed  young  trees. 

Endeavoring  to  get  away  from  a stereo- 
typed form  of  building,  it  is  also,  hoped 
to  develop  individuality  in  the  grounds 
and  landscaping  as  well,  bo  that  when 
completed  Hickam  Field  will  be  not  only 
a credit  to  our  Government  but  a source 
of  pride  to  the  good  people  of  fair  ( 
Hawaii . 

— oOo— 


55TH  PURSUIT  SQUADBON  ON  THE  GO, 


The  55th  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed 
at  Barkstole  Field,  La. ,racefitly returned 
home  from  their  sojo.urn  at  the  Floyd 
Bennett  Airport,  Brooklyn,  N.I.  The. 
News  Letter  Correspondent  states  that 
many  lessons  were  learned  of  the  big 
city,  also  that  when  the  Pursuiters  ar- 
rived at  Barksdale  Field  they  stopped 
there  only  long  enough  to  secure  a clean 
shirt  and  a pair  of  socks,  and  then 
seven  pilots  and  fifty  percent  of  the 
enlisted  personnel  of  the  Squadron  pro- 
ceeded to  Galveston,  Texas,  where  they, 
were  busily  engaged  in  conducting  aerial 
gunnery.  ’’Conpletion  of  this  phase  of 
pilot  training,*’  he  says,  "will  finish 
our  training  directive  for  the  Fiscal 
Year  to  the  gatisfaetion  of  all  con- 
cerned. '* 

— oOo— 


Standardization  of  the  Type  A-8,  vapor- 
proof,  cabin  lanp  assembly  has  been  ini- 
tiated at  tile  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divisi®. 
This  lamp  is  similar  to  the  Type  A-7, ex- 
cept that  a 25-watt,  110-volt,  double _ 
contact  bayonet  candelabra  base  lanp  is 
used  in  lieu  of  the  21  c.p, , 12-16  volt, 
single  contact,  bayonet  candelabra  base 
.lamp , 
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PBOi\CTTOII  OF  SECONI)  LISUTENANTS 


CHANGES  IN  JULY  CLASS  AT  EANECJLPH  FIELD 


^The  follovring-naraed  second  lieutenants  of  the 
Air  Corps  were  prornoted  to  the  grade  of  first 
lieutenant,  with  rank  from  Jtme  12,  1938: 

Albert  J.  Sliower 
Jack  W.  Hickman 
Leighton  I.  Davis 
George  H.  Smith 
James  VanG.  Wilson 
John  K.  Brom,  Jr. 

Hobart  M.  Stillman 
Hicliard  E.  Ellsworth 
Eay?:aDnd  W.  Sumi 
Joseph  G.  Bussell 
Kenneth  P.  Berquist 
Arthur  A.  Fickel 
Downs  E.  Ingram 
Carl  M.  Parks 
James  H.  Walsh 


Willis  F.  Chapman 
Tliomas  Wildes 
Aaron  W.  Tyer 
German  P.  Culver 
Wilhelm  C.  Freudenthal 
Charles  J.  Daly 
Sanjuel  C.  Mitchell 
Lamont  Saxton 
Thomas  C.  Musgrave,  Jr. 
Thomas  J.  GJent,  Jr. 
Pelham  D.  Glassford,  Jr. 
Maurice  M.  Simons 
Jack  Hobart s 
Glenn  C.  Thon5)son 
Samuel  B.  Knowles,  Jr, 
-oOo — - 


ASSIGNl^/IENT  OF  GEADlt&TES  OF  SNGINEEaiNG  SCHOOL 

Upon  the  couplet  ion  of  their  present  coirrse 
of  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School  at  Wri^^t  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  the  fol- 
lowing-named Mr  Corps  officers  are  assigned 
to  stations,  as  follows: 

To  the  ^teriel  Division,  Wright  Field: 
Captains  Oscar  E.  Carlson,  Frank  G.  Irvin,  1st 
Lieutenants  Ivlark  E.  Bradley,  Jr. , Merrill  D. 
Burnside,  Charles  E.  Munroe,  Jr,  , Rudolph  Fink. 

To  the  Rockwell  Air  Denot,  Coronado.  Calif: 

— 

To  Leland  Styiford  University,  Calif:  1st 
Lieut.  Samuel  R.  BrenE^HI. 

To  Ikiiversity  of  Michigan.  Ann  Arbor,  J/Iich: 

IstXieut.  Iteaiiel  E.  

To  California.  Institirte  of  Technology 


Pasadena,"  Calif. : 


Ist  LieuTT 

— oOo— — 


Clark  N.^iper. 


m OFFICERS  IDE  THE  AIE  CORPS 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  Congress 
of  August  30,  1935,  and  April  13,  1938,  a total 
of  61  Reserve  officers  of  varioxis  branches  of 
the  Army  serving  on  active  duty  received  per- 
manent commissions  in  the  Regular  Amy  in  the 
grade  of  second  lieutenant.  Nineteen  each  were 
coHmissioned  in  the  Infantry  and.  the  Air  Corps, 
9 in  the  Field  Artillery,  5 in  the  Coast  Artil- 
lery Corps,  3 in  the  Cavaliy  and  the  Coips  of 
Engineers,  2 in  the  Signal  Coips  and  one  in  the 
Chemical  Warfare  Service. 

The  19  officers  permanently  conmissioned  in 
the  Air  Corps,  with  rank  from  July  1,  1938,  and 
the  stations  at  which  they  are  at  present  serv- 
ing are  given  below,  viz: 

^J.W.  Phelps,  Jr.  and  S.E.  Patterson,  Self- 
ridge  Field,  Mich.  Also  L.G.  Fiegel. 

J.R.  Allison,  T.K,  ifyers  and  E.G.  Barrett, 
Langley  Fxeld,  7a. 

i'UJ.  Coifield,  W.A.  Davis  and  W.E.  Nau,  March 
Eield,  Calif. 

L.H.  Dalton,  J.R.  Kilgore  and  E.S.  Chickering 
Rendol-ph  Field,  Texas. 

II. V.  £ertin,Jr.  and  E.  C.  Orth,  Scott  Field. 

G.L.  Hudson,  Jr.  , Moffett  Field,  Calif. 

( Continued  on  Page  13) 


Thus  far  a total  of  343  candidates  have  been 
selected  for  the  July,  1938,  entering  class  at 
the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas. 

A number  of  candidates,  listed  in  the  previ- 
ous issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  letter  as  hav- 
ing been  selected  for  this  class,  have  for  va- 
rious reasons  declined  appointment.  These  can- 
didates, 20  in  nximber,  are  listed  below,  as 
follows: 


Cenpbell,  Charles  Clay 
Grant,  Robert  Smith 
Roberts,  Harold  Halcortibe 
Hay,  Samuel  Wahl 
Balcer,  Barton  Ormsbee 
Marshall,  Paul  Robert 
Wemsr,  Franklin  Andrew 
Crow,  Roger  McKee 
Tarter,  Heber  Dana 
V/alden,  David  Carroll 
McGrath, John  Francis, Jr. 
lvfe,son,  Robert  Earl 
Bates,  Albert  W. 
Plansoen,  John  Louis 
Chapin,  Lambert 
j Isensee,  'George  Lome 
McCoy,  Charles  Wirth 
Lamberth,  Ivey  Earl,  Jr. 
Kershner,  Maurice  Irving 
Venable,  .Eugene  Roane 


University,  Ala. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Bartow,  Fla. 
Chicago,  111. 
Mjline,  111. 
Peoria,  111. 
Peotone,  111. 
Topeka,  Kans. 
Hintonville,  Ey. 
BrunsYTidc,  Me. 
Jamaica  Plain, Mass 
Quincy,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Belleville,  N.J. 
Potsdam,  N.Y. 
Fargo,  N.D. 
Longview,  Texas 
Waco,  Texas 
Burlington,  Vt. 
Roanoke,  Va. 


The  22  candidates  listed  below  have  been 
added  to  the  number  of  Flying  Cadet  appointees 
for  the  July,  1938,  class  at  F.andolph  Field, 
viz: 


Grosetta,  Anthony  V. 
Hubbard,  Harry  Vaughn 
Wood,  Samuel  Gordon 
Fleege,  Francis  Joseph 
Hanpton,  Vern  James 
Van  de  Lester,  John  Eineir 
Harker,  Ward  W. 

Wood,  William  Johnston 
Vosper,  Stanley  Richard 
Wilson,  Frederick  Gerald 
Kendall,  William  Talbott 
Fihkles,  Raymond  Archer,  Jr. 
Newton,  Darr  Ellsworth 
Stubbs.  A.B.  * 

Gilbert,  William  Frank,  Jr. 
McDonald,  William  Emory 
McCafferty,  Gty  Franklin** 
Brosseau,  William  D. 

Gwinn,  John  W, 


Tucson,  Ariz. 
Hayward,  Calif. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Galena,  111. 
Galeshvirg,  111. 
Hanmond,  Ind. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Albuquerque,  N.L. 
Akron,  Ohic 
Delaware,  Ohic 
Salem,  Ohic 
Warner , Okla. 
Malvern,  Pa. 
Fort  Moultrie , S.  C. 

Lyman,  S.  C. 
Corsicana,  Texas 
Fort  Bliss,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Lockbridge,  W.  Va. 
Lafayette,  Ind. 


Hurley,  Edward  Phillip 

*2nd  Lieutenant,  Infantry  Reserve 
**2nd  Lieutenant,  Cavalry  Reserve 
Enlisted  Men 

Smith,  William  Bernard,  Private,  Coast  Art’y 
51st  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Fawcett,  Ralph  M. , Private,  Air  Corps 

10th  Air  Base  Squadron,  Chanute  Field,  111. 

In  the  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  fo:' 
June  15,  1938,  it  was  stated  that  a total  of 
341  candidates  had  iq)  to  that  time  been  select- 
ed for  the  July,  1938,  Class  at  Randolph  Field. 

Deducting  the  20  candidates  who  declined  ap- 
pointment, and  adding  the  .22  candidates  above 
listed,  makes  the  size  of  the  class  343. 
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ALBROOK  FIELD  AIEPLMES  SALVAGED  AT  JAQUE,  BAHAMA 
Sy  Lieut.  Franklin  K.  Paul,  Air  Reserve 


A motor  launch,  Large,  airplanes  and 
natives  armed  with  machetes  were  utiliz- 
ed to  salvage  the  usahle  parts  of  a 
B-lOB  and  a B-6A  which  were  recently 
damaged  while  landing  at  Jaque,  Republic 
de  Panama.  Lying  some  160  miles  south- 
east of  Albrook  Field  and  just  a few 
miles  from  the  Colombian  border,  the 
little  village  of  Jaque  is  accessible 
only  by  boat  or  aii*plane.  Its  few  dozen 
inhabitants  live  in  bamboo  huts;  most  of 
them  have  never  seen  an  automobile,  but 
an  airplane  is  a common  sight,  and  sever- 
al weeks  ago  they  were  privileged  to  wit- 
ness a little  civilized  sport  when  a 
3-lOB  kneeled  down  after  landing,  and  a 
B-6A  somersaulted  in  the  mud. 

As  neither  airplane  could  be  locally 
repaired  and  flown  away,  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  dismantle  both  and  attempt  to  tow 
the  undamaged  parts  by  boat  and  barge  to 
Albrook  Field.  Rot  such  a difficult 
procedure  - if  one  is  supplied  with  a 
concrete  loading  dock  and  a few  travel- 
ing cranes,  but  rather  arduous  under  the 
conditions  met  with  in  Panama’s  interior, 
where  the  only  cranes  are  those  with 
white  wings  and  crooked  necks. 

Under  direct  supervision  of  Master  Ser- 
geant (Doctor)  Lucy,  a pier  of  logs  was 
built  on  the  bank  of  the  river  that  ter- 
minates the  north  runway  of  the  Jaque 
landing  field,  and  which  is  some  half 
mile  in  from- the  sea.  Native  labor  was 
used  chiefly  in  the  actual  construction, 
the  princ^al  tools  being  axes  and  ma- 
chetes. This  forty  by  sixty  foot  pier 
was  set  up  a la  Engineers’  Field  Manual 
with  jungle  timber,  and  when  finished 
was  strong  enough  to  support  a freight 
car.  The  logs  for  the  flooring  were 
hewed  flat,  and  in  accomplishing  this 
feat  the  native  contingent  showed  a con- 
fidence in  the  handling  of  axes  that  was 
blood-chilling  to  observe. 

"How  wide  to  cut?"  asked  one,  and  when 
Sergeant  Lucy  answered  "as  wide  as  your 
foot,"  the  dusky  Indian  placed  his  bare 
pedal  extremity  on  a log  and  proceeded 
to  hack  away  the  wood  to  its  exact  width. 
If  his  toes  had  had  whiskers  they  would 
have  been  shaved  as  closely  as  with  a 
freshly  stropped  razor. 

The  P-10  crash  boat,  accompanied  by 
the  Navy  mine-tender  SCHUIM,  towing  the 
Arny’s  sixty-ton  barge,  arrived  off- 
shore at  Jaque.  However,  the  SCHUMM 
proved  to  have  too  much  draft  to  negoti- 
ate the  shallow  river  mouth  channel,  and 
it  was  not  feasible  for  the  light  P-10 
to  tow  the  barge  close-hauled  through 
the  heavy  surf.  Accordingly,  the  P-10 
came  ashore  alone,  took  aboard  one  end 
of  a 3500-foot  line,  and  attempted  to 
haul  this  end  back  to  the  barge.  The 
plan  was  for  the  P-10  to  pull  the  barge 
at  the  end  of  the  long  line,  in  such  a 


manner  that  the  line  would  span  the  sev-Q 
eral  hundred  yards  of  rough  water,  and 
the  P-10  would  be  pulling  in  the  quiet 
river. 

On  its  outward  trip  to  the  barge,  the  * 
P-10  met  disaster  in  the  form  of  a huge 
roller,  which  broke  completely  over  the 
small  cruiser,  damaging  its  stern  and 
washing  overboard  Private  Bryan,  of  the 
15th  Air  Base  Squadron.  Bryan  mamaged 
to  struggle  to  the  shore  through  several 
himdred  feet  of  shark-infested  ocean, but 
the  P-10  was  out  of  commission  for  tow- 
ing purposes.  It  later  linked  back  to  ■ 
Balboa  under  its  own  power. 

Salvage  operations  were  delayed  until 
Captain  Manning  E.  Tillery,  Post  Engin- 
eering Officer,  and  officer  in  charge  of  : 
the  salvaging,  secured  the  services  of  i 
T.J.  Libonati,  a machinist  in  the  Canal 
Zone  Mechanical  Division.  Mr.  Libonati 
asserted  that  his  Diesel-powered  shallow  ^ 
draft  launch  could  pull  the  barge  ^ 

throT^h  the  surf.  Accordingly,  on  the  ; 
morning  of  June  4th,  the  CECELIA,  towing  I 
the  barge  twice  her  size,  came  around 
Pinas  Point  and  anchored  off-shore  at 
Jaque,  awaiting  the  afternoon  high  tide,  i 
At  morning  high  tide  the  inlet  is  usual-  j 
ly  fairly  calm,  but  by  late  afternoon  ^ 
huge  whitecaps  lash  frenziedly  against  ! 
the  rocks  and  over  the  sandbar  which  ii 
guard  the  narrow  cliannel.  Even  the  fishl 
keep  a safe  distau.ce  from  the  tumbling  ' 
tons  of  water.  And  the  CECELIA  was  just.i’ 
two  hours  late  to  catch  the  morning  i 
tide. 

Captain  Tillery  and  other  salvage  work- 
ers ashore,  remembering  what  had  happen-  j 
ed  to  the  P-10,  gathered  on  the  beach  to 
watch,  .and  at  5:30  p.m. , the  little 
launch  with  the  barge  snubbed  close  be-  ^ 
hind,  pointed  her  nose  in  the  breakers. 

At  the  first  one  she  hit  the  sixty-ton  ; 
barge  came  alive.  The  tiny  CECELIA  al- 
most disappeared  into  the  trough  of  the 
wave,  and  the  barge,  poised  on  its  crest,' 
leaned  backward  and  lunged  like  a deeply  j 
struck  tarpon.  As  the  line  snapped 
taut,  its  htige  bulk  plowed  forward  and  j| 
the  CECILIA  was  forced  to  full  throttle 
to  avoid  being  rammed.  For  a hectic  ! 
five  minutes  a dramatic  duel  was  fought  , 
between  scow  and  launch,  the  barge  twist-' 
ing  first  side -ways,  then  plunging  head-  \ 
on,  and  snapping  the  stern  of  the  CECELIA^ 
about  until  its  skipper  was  hard  put  to  I 
avoid  being  rammed  and  swuaped.  The  ' 
little  craft  wallowed  in  the  rol-  j 

lers,  shipping  water  over  both  rails,  but 
finally  slid  Into  the  smooth  flowing  i 
river  with  the  heavy  load,  and  thou^ 
her  floor  bits  were  pulled  from  the 
strain  and  the  rudder  cable  jammed,  man- J| 
aged  to  tie  up  at  the  home-made  pier.  i| 
The  loading  of  the  salvaged  airplane  I 
parts  was  accomplished  that  night  in  or-  I 
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3?  t)"  ’t  the  lanneh  might  take  advantage 
the  smoother  morning  tide  on  the  out- 
trip.  Four  heavy  motors  and  the 
jS~10  wings  were  carried  hy  sheer  man 
power  for  approximately  a hundred  yards 
to  the  barge;  cowlings,  instrument a and 
other  usable  parts  were  loaded,  and  at 
the  end  of  four  hours  the  load  was  lash- 
ed down  and  rea^.  Early  the  next  mom- 
irjg  Mr.  Libonati  swung  the  CECELIA 
through  the  now  calm  passage  and  reached 
Balboa  two  days  later  with  the  cargo  in- 
tact. 

For  salvage  operations  in  such  a local- 
ity^ a great  deal  of  prior  planning  had 
to  be  made.  Men  to  s\:^ervlse  the  build- 
ing of  the  pier,  dismantling  the  air- 
planes, erigaging  of  native  labor,  and 
seciuing  materials,  had  to  be  sent  to 
Jaque  two  weeks  before  the  arrival  of 
the  boat,  and  these  men  had  to  be  kept 
supplied  with  fresh  water  and  food  car- 
ried by  plane  from  Albrook  Field.  The 
rainy  season,  with  its  daily  downpours, 
me,.de  the  regular  delivery  of  supplies  an 
uncertain  proced<.ire,  and  the  prevalence 
of  mosquitoes  necessitated  constant  dos- 
ing of  quinine  to  offset  malaria.  In 
procuring  native  labor,  and  in  transmit- 
ting orders  to  them,  the  salvaging  offi- 
cers were  greatly  assisted  by  August 
Adrian,  an  English  speaking  native  of 
Germany,  who  has  lived  in  Jaque  for  the 
past  seven  years,  and  who  proved  very 
efficient  in  directing  his  helpers  in 
any  one  of  three  languages, 
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CHIEF  OF  AmCK  SEC.  LEAVES  KELLY  FIELD 

_ Captain  Gian  C.  Jamison  and  his  family 
T/ill  leave  Kelly  Field  on  July  Ist  on  a 
two-months*  leave  of  absence  for  travel 
and  recreation.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  leave.  Captain  Jamison  will  proceed 
to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , for  station  and 
for  duty  as  a student  at  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School. 

Active  in  the  training  of  students  of 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Fieldj  for  the  past  five  years, 
Captain  Jamison  has  left  a tradition  of 
excellent  service.  As  its  chief,  he  has 
been  the  bulwark  cf  the  Attack  Section 
for  the  past  three  years.  During  his 
present  tour  of  duty  at  Kelly  Field,  he 
has  served  as  an  instructor  in  practic- 
ally every  section  of  the  Flying  Depart- 
ment. 

** Jamie,**  as  the  Captain  is  known  to 
all  his  brother  officers  and  to  his  host 
of  civilian  friends,  graduated  from  the 
H.S.  Military  Academy  in  June,  1923.  In 
September,  1924,  he  graduated  from  Kelly 
Field  as  an  Airplane  Pilot,  having  re- 
ceived his  training  in  Pursuit.  Upon 
graduation,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Pri- 
mary Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field, where 
he  served  as  an  instructor  for  four 
years.  In  1938  he  was  transferred  to 
Panama,  where  he  served  until  June,  1930. 


He  was  then  assigned  to  Langley  Field, 

Va. , where  he  served  until  April,  1932, 
when  he  was  assigned  to  Bolling  Field. 

In  1933  he  was  assigned  to  Kelly  Field, 
and  now  has  completed  five  more  years  of 
service  as  an  instructor.  He  has  been 
Chief  of  the  Attack  Section  since  Octo- 
ber, 1936. 

Captain  Jamison  was  first  assigned  to 
the  43rd  School  Squadron,  with  which  he 
served  for  one  year.  In  October,  1933, 
ha  was  placed  on  detached  service  at 
Rockwell  Field,  Coronado,  Calif,,  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  tests  on  na- 
vigation instrumente  to  be  used  in  navi- 
gation training.  Upon  the  completion  of 
these  tests,  he  was  placed  on  temporary 
duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va, , for  a period 
of  three  months,  to  help  organise  and 
conduct  a school  in  Advanced  Navigation 
Training.  After  organizing  and  conduct- 
ing a course  there,  he  returned  to  his 
home  station  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Bombardment  Section  as  an  instructor. 

**Jarnie’'  then  served  as  an  instructor 
in  tbe  Purs^ait  and  Attack  Sections  until 
he  was  appointed  Chief  of  the  Attack 
Section  in  October,  1936,  relieving 
Captain  Vto.  E.  Sweeley.  Along  with  his 
strenuous  duties  **on  the  line,”  he  has 
also  in  many  instances  acted  as  Post  Op- 
erations Officer  and  conducted  a course 
in  ’’Attack  Aviation”  in  connection  with 
the  Ground  School. 

He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  tempora- 
ry Captain  on  March  16,  1935,  and  then 
received  his  permanent  promotion  bn 
August  1st  of  the  same  year. 

1^0  to  his  wealth  of  knowledge  of  the 
training  requirements  at  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  Captain  Jamison  was 
called  to  Washington,  D. C. , on  the  first 
of  May  of  this  year  to  attend  a confer- 
ence in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps  regarding  the  assignment  of 
various  types  of  airplanes  to  the  Train- 
ing Center. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  his  friends, 
both  in  the  Array  and  in  civil  life,  see 
him  and  his  family  leave  San  Antonio,  and 
all  join  in  wishing  him  the  best  of  luck 
and  success. 

oOO' 


New  Officers  for  the  Air  Corps 
n t inued  from  Page  ll) 


H.M. 

T.D. 

H.P. 

McC. 


New  York 


Means, 

Brown, 

Leber,  Jr,,  Hi ckam  Field,  T.H. 

F.  Stunkard,  Jr. , Mitchel  Field, 


Fort  Knox,  Ky. 
Fort  Lewis,  Wash. 
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Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  relieves  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Henry  C.  Pratt,  U.S,  Army,  from  duty 
with  the  Air  Corps  and  from  his  present 
assignment  as  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field.  He  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  23rd  Bri- 
gade in  the  Philippine  Department. 
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OBITUARIES 


Flying  Cauiets  Gerald  3^vid  Shannon,  of 
Parsons,  Kansas,  and  Pohert  Josiah  Brown,  of 
Brady,  Nebraska,  'both  students  in  the  Obser- 
vation Section  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  were  killed  instant- 
ly in  an  aircraft  accident  which  occurred  about 
10; 30  a.n5,  Thursday,  May  26th,  scjme  two  miles 
west  of  Leon  Springs  Station,  Texas.  Cadet 
Sharjaon  was  pilot  and  Cadet  Brown,  observer,  in 
the  0-25  airplane  in  which  thej»'  were  engaged  in 
a routine  student  reconnaissance  mission  look- 
ing over  the  area  in  which  their  section  was 
scheduled  to  cooperate  with  ground  anas  that 
night.  According  to  witnesses  of  the  crash, 
the  airplane  in  i^ich  they  were  flying  appeared 
to  be  having  engine  trouble  when  it  went  into  a 
spin  and  crashed.  Both  occT:pants  of  the  plane 
were  dead  vdxen  reached  by  witnesses,  and  the 
bodies  were  removed  to  the  Fori  Sam  Houston 
Station  Hospital  in  a Camp  Stanley  amb'ujance. 

The  airplane  was  coinpletely  demolished. 

Both  Shannon  and  Biown  reported  at  Kelly 
Field  from  the  Primry  Flying  School  on  Febru- 
ary 23,  1938,  and  would  have  graduated  from  the 
Advanced  Flying  School  on  June  15,  1938. 

Cadet  Cannon  was  bom  on  October  9,  1913,  at 
Parsons,  Kansas,  where  he  resided  vfcen  he  re- 
ceived his  appointeoent  as  a Flying  Cadet.  He 
gr^uated  from  Parsons  Junior  College  in  1933, 
aid  attended  the  University  of  Mnnesota  from 
1335  to  1937.  His  father,  Mr.  G.A.  Siannon,  is 
also  a resident  of  Parsons.  Cadet  Siannon  held 
a conmission  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  Medi- 
cal Adnanistrative  Reserve. 

Cadet  Brown  v;as  bom  on  August  29,  1813,  at 
North  Platte,  Nebraska,  and  was  a resident  of 
Brady,  Nebrasla,,  when  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment as  a Flying  Cadet.  He  graduated  from 
Nebraska  State  College  in  1936  with  a degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Mechanical  Engineering, 
and  held  a commission  as  a second  lieutenant  in 
the  Infantir;^  Reserve.  Both  of  Cadet  Brown's 
parents  are  deceased,  and  his  brother,  Mr. 

Harold  L»  Brown,  of  Brady,  Nebraska,  is  his 
only  survivor. 

A Board  of  Officers  met  to  investigate  and 
determine,  if  possible,  the  exact  cause  of  the 
crash  which  derived  the  Air  Corps  and  the  Aimy 
of  two  very  promising  young  pilots. 

Rouble  funeral  services  were  held  for  these 
cadets  at  the  Hanavan  IHaoaral  Parlors,  San 
Antonio,  at  l!30  p.m. , on  May  27th.  Lieut. Col. 
Edmond  J.  Griffin,  chaplain  of  Kelly  Field,  of- 
ficiated at  the  services,  which  were  attended 
by  the  Conmandent,  members  of  his  staff  and 
school  faculty,  as  well  as  the  Flying  Cadet  De- 
tachment and  other  personnel  of  the  post.  The 
remains  of  Cadet  Brown,  under  escort  of  Flying 
Cadet  Uilligffift  F.  Stewart,  were  sent  to  North 
Platte,  Neb.  j;  -while  the  remains  of  Cadet 
Shannon,'  escorted  by  Flying  Cadet  Earle  L. 


Hepioell,  were  sent  to  Parsons,  Kansas,  on  the 


rooming of  khy  28-fch,  for  interment. 


i^meral  serwices  were  held  at  the  Hanavan 
Funeral  Parlors,,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  at  Is 30 
p.m.,  May  2lst,  for  the  late  Flying  Cadet  Kinch 
Erum.  Brister,  Jri,  Air  Corps-,  who  lost  his  life 


in  an  aircraft  accident  near  Macdorn,  Texas, 
on  May  20th,  Services  were  conducted  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Edmond  J,  Griffin,  chaplain  of  Kelly 
Field.  Brigadier  General  James  E.  Chaney,  Air^i 
Corps,  Coirraanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps  ll 
Training  Center?  Colonel  Frani;.  D.  Lackland, Air 
Corps,  Coiomndant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School,  and  members  of  his  staff,  as 
well  as  the  senior  instructors  of  the  four 
sections,  and  numbers  of  the  Flying  Cadet  De- 
tachment and.  personnel  of  the  post  attended. 

Follovjlng  the  ser-'rices,  the  remains  of  Cadet 
Barit ster,  acccaipsnied  by  flying  Cadet  William 
H.  Yancey,  Air  Coips,  a.  classmate  in  the  At- 
tack Section,  -were  sent  to  Cadet.  Brister's 
parents  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss. , for  bxirial. 


The  crash  of  a BT-9  airplane  on  the  moaming 
of  June  7th,  one-half  mile  southeast  of 
Zuahlfield,  Texas,  resisted  in  the  death  of 
Flying  Cadet  William  H.  Coneby,  pilot  of  the 
plane,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Na-bhan  H.  Coddington, 

Air  Reserve,  Hying  Instructor.  The  cause  of 
the  crash  hs,s  not  been  determined. 

Lieut,  Coddington  was  bom  at  Fresno,  Calif,, 
March  16,  1910.  He  attended  the  Mantel  of 
Arts  High  School  for  three  years,  the  Univer- 
sity of  California,  at  Los  Angeles,  for  three 
years;  and  the  University  of  Califomia  at 
Berkeley  for  two  years.  Appointed  a Flying 
Cadet  in  the  Air  CSorps,  he  graduated  frwn  the 
Primary  Fl^/ing  School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
Febnuiry  21,  1934,  and  from  the  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  June  23,  1934, 
when  he  v;as  rated  as  an  "Airplane  Pilot"  and 
assigned  to  active  duty  under  his  cadet  statu£|l| 
with  the  20th  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Langley  "I 
Field,  Va.  On  October  30,  1934,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  and  assigned  to 
the  12th  Observation  Sq^Jadron.  ■ Ho  was  appoint- 
ed a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve  bn 
June  30,  1935.  In  August,  1935,  Lieut* 
Coddington  was  transferred  to  the  Hawaiian  De- 
partment for  station  at  Luke  Field,  Following 
the  cocpletion  of  his  tour  of  duty  in  Hawaii,  • 
he  was  aissigned  to  duty  as  a Flying  Instructor 
at  the  Prirmry  Flying  School  at  Ea^.olph  Field 
Texas.  • ■ 


Flying  Cadet  Coneby  was  bom  at  Indianapolis 
Indiana,  March  21,  1913.  After  graduatijig 
from  hi^  school  in  Washington,  D.C* he  . 
tended  the  University  of  Maryland  for>  twO  \ 
years  and  the  George  Wasliington  Law  Sciiool'  for 
two  years.  For  over  a year,  from  July,.  ISSd, 
to  October,  1935,  he  was  mployed  .in  t&  ’ : 

Office  of  the  Hcsno  Owners  Loan  Cbrporetion,, 
Washington,  D.C. , as  general  assistant  to  tISe 
Senior  Administrative  Assistant.  Ha  was;' 
appointed  a Flying  Cadet  In  the  Air  Corps  and 
entered  the  October  15,  . 1937,  class  at  the 
Prinary  Flying  School,  ftandoipb  Field,  Texas. 
He  ;was  nearing  the  c<xi?)letion  of  - his  ■ 

months*  course  at  this  school  at  the  time  of 
the  fatal  accident.  ’ 'v  • 


Second  Lieut,  Jos^ah  C,  Marcy,  Air  Reserve, 


stationed  at  March  Field,  .Calif. . lost  his,  ' .fi 
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life  on  June  9th,  vdien  the  A-17A  airplane  he 
was  piloting  craved  at  p.ro. , soma  sii 
miles  southeast  of  Beanobnt,  Calif.  His  pass- 
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enp’iT,  Jrivata  William  P.  White,  of  Base  Head- 
nartjrs  and  4th  Air  Base  Squadron,  March 
ielrl,  wa,s  slightly  injured. 

Lieut.  Marcy  was  bom  at  Montesano,  Washing- 
ton, November  6,  1914,  He  graduated  from 
Takima  High  School  in  January,  1933}  attended 
the  Yakima  Junior  College  for  two  years,  and 
the  University  of  Washington  for  one  year.  Ap- 
pointed a Flying  Cadet  in  the  Air  Corps,  he 
graduated  February  16,  1938,  from  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  specializing 
in  Attack  Aviation,  end  was  on  that  date  rated 
as  "Aimlane  Pilot"  end  conroissioned  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  ISeserve..  He  was  then 
assigned  to  extended  active  duty  with  the  34th 
Attack  Squadron  at  March  Field,  Calif. 

The  crash  of  a FT-S  airplane  on  the  rooming 
of  June  7th,  seven  miles  southeast  of  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  resulted  in  the  instant  death  of 
2nd  Lieut.  Arthvir  M.  Keppler,  Air  Reserve,  Fly^ 
iag  Instn^tor,  and  severe  injuries  to  the 
student  pilot,  2nd  Lieut,  Frederick  M.  Thonpson, 
Air  Corps  (Corps  of  Engineers),  idiioh  subse- 
quently proved  fatal.  The  cause  of  the  acci- 
dent was  ■imdeterinined. 

Lieut.  Keppler  ms  bom  at  Houston,  Texas,  on 
S^teidber  4,  1909,  Following  his  graduation  in 
1932  from  the  Texas  A.  & M,  College  with  a 3,S. 
degree  in  electrical  engineering  and  being  en- 
gaged in  the  automobile  and  radio  business  for 
over  a year,  he  received  an  appointment  as  a 
Flying  Cadet  and  entered  the  October,  1933, 

Class  at  the  Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  Following  his  graduation  from 
Randolph  Field,  Jrme  30,  1934,  and  from  the 
Advanced  Flying  &hool,  ' Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
where  he  specialized  in  Bombardmsnt  Aviation, 
on  October  13,  1934,  he  was  rated  an  "Airplane 
Pilot"  as  of  that  date  and  assigned  to  active 
duty  mder  his  Cadet  stat^]s  with  the  31st 
Boniardment  Squadron  at  March  Field,  Calif. 

In  Beceipbar,  1934,  he  was  transferred  with  this 
orgamzation  to  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.  He  was 
coomissioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Re- 
serve on  October  14,  1935,  and  in  October, 

1937,  he  was  tramsferred  to  Randolph  Field  for 
duty  as  Flying  Instructor. 

Lieut,  Thorcpson  was  bom  in  Kansas,  November 
18,  1913.  He  graduated  from  the  U,  S.  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y. , in  June,  1937,  and 
comnissioned  a second  Lieutenant  in  the  Corps 
of  Engineers.  He  ms  assigned  to  the  Air  Corps 
for  flying  training  with  the  October,  1937, 

Class  at  the  Prinary  Flying  School,  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  and  was  nearing  the  ccmpletion  of 
his  eight  333onths*  course  at  this  school  at  the 
time  of  his  fatal  accident. 


On  Jtme  10,  1938,  a Bombardment  plane,  flying 
from  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School ,,  Chanute 
Field,  Eantoul,  111.,  to  the  branch  of  this 
School  at  Denver,  Colo, , crashed  during  a stomj 
at  Dalevan,  111, , and  resulted  in  the  death  of 
all  the  occtq)ants  of  the  plane  — 3 officers  and 
5 enlisted  men  of  the  Air  Coips,  The  plane  was 
piloted  by  1st  Lieut.  Norman  H.  Ives,  with  2nd 
Lieut.  Thomas  F«  Langben  co-pilot,  and  the 
following  passengers?  Captain  Richard  B.  Reeve, 
Staff  Sergeant  Edward  F.  Murah,  Corporal  Willian 


H,  Hoitsley,  Privates  Philip  J.  Truitt,  Max  W. 
Myser  and  George  L.  Huntsman.  According  to 
press  reports,  two  of  the  witnesses  of  this 
accident  claim  that  the  plane  was  on  fire  be- 
fore the  crash.  One  of  them,  however,  stated 
that  the  plane  exploded  after  the  crash, while 
the  other  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  ex- 
plosion occurred  before  the  crash,  A Board  of 
Air  Corps  officers  weus  immediately  appointed 
to  investi^t©  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
cause  of  the  accident. 

Captain  Reeve  was  born  at  Waunakee,  Wis. , 
March  27,  1902.  He  graduated  from  high  school 
in  Madison,  Wis. , in  1920,  and  attended  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  1921-1923.  Prior 
to  his  appointment  in  the  year  1925,  as  a 
Flying  Cadet  in  the  Army  Air  Coips  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  advertising  department  of  the 
CSiicago  'Berald  and  Examiner."  Following  his 
grsuiuation  from  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  March  14,  1926,  he  was 
rated  "Airplane  Pilot"  and  "Airplane  Observer" 
and  couznissioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
Air  Reserve.  Successful  in  his  examination 
for  a conniission  in  the  Eegijlar  Army,  ho  was 
appointed  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps 
on” September  4,  1926,  and  assigned  to  duty  as 
a flying  instructor  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas. 

From  June  30,  1931,  to  April  20,  1932,  Capt. 
Reeve  took  the  coiarse  of  instmction  in  Air- 
craft Armament  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School  at  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  In 
June,  1932,  he  arrived  in  the  Philippines  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  28th  Bombardment 
Squadron  at  Nichols  Field. 

After  serving  years  in  the  Philippines, 
two  years  of  that  time  as  Armament  Officer  of 
the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron,  and  the  remain- 
der on  such  duties  as  Group  Armament  Officer, 
Post  Ordnance  Officer,  and  then  as  Supply  Offi- 
cer of  the  66th  Service  Squadron,  he  returned 
to  Chanute  Field  in  November  16,  1935,  and  for 
some  months  served  as  Intelligence  and  Opera- 
tions Officer  of  the  48th  Pursxiit  Sqiiadroru 
Later  he  was  appointed  as  Assistant  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Anrament  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technioal  School,  and  moved  to  Denver  tpon  the 
establishment  of  a branch  of  the  Technical 
School  in  that  city  and  the  transfer  of  the 
Anrament  and  Photographic  departments  of  the 
School  to  this  branch. 


Lieut.  Ives  was  born  at  Ogden,  Utah,  July  9, 
1906.  He  graduated  in  1925  from  the  Los 
Angeles  Polytechnic  School,  vdiere  he  stxidied 
journalism  and  mechanical  engineering.  He  at- 
tended the  University  of  California  for  one 
year. 

Appointed  a Flying  Cadet  in  the  Army  Air 
Corps,  he  completed  the  course  at  the  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  on  August 
5,  1927,  and  the  advanced  course  at  the  Advanc- 
ed Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  Febru- 
ary  4,  1928,  specializing  in  Observation  Avia- 
tion. He  was  rated  as  "Airplane  Pilot"  and 
"Airplane  Observer,"  effective  February  28, 
1928,  and  was  commissioned  a second  lieutenant 
in  the  Air  Reserve.  Passing  the  exacoination 
for  a commission  in  the  Regular  Army,  Lieut. 
Ives  was  appointed  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
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Air  Coips,  with  raidc  from  February  2,  1929,  and 
assigned  to  duty  at  Hockwell  Field,  Calif.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1933,  he  was  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  Philippine  Department,  v£ere  he_^ 
served  as  Araoament  Officer  of  the  3rd  Pursuit 
Squadron  at  Clark  Field,  P.I. 

Upon  the  conpletion  of  his  tour  of  foreign 
service,  Lieut.  Ives  was  transferred  to  Chanute 
Field,  Eantoul,  111. , where  he  reported  on  Ifey 
14,  1936.  Here  he  conipleted  the  Armement 
course  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  with 
high  honors.  He  retrained  on  duty  at  the  Tech- 
nical School,  and  in  February,  1938,  was  trans- 
ferred to  Denver,  Colo. , vdien  the  Armament  Mtd, 
Photographic  Departments  of  this  School  were 
lEOved  to  Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo. 

Lieut.  Ives  made  a very  close  study  of  the 
subject  of  aircraft  armament,  and  contributed 
several  highly  interesting  and  valuable  ar- 
ticles on  that  subject  for  publication  in  the 
Air  Corps  NevfS  Letter. 


Born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  Septaaber  6,  1909, 
2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  F.  Langben  became  an  American 
citizen,  attended  granmar  school  and  hi^ 
school  at  Galveston,  Texas,  and  in  192S  gradu- 
ated from  the  Virgima  Military  Institute  with 
a B. S.  degree  in  civil  engineering.  Prior  to 
his  appointment  as  a Flying  Cadet  in  the  Air 
Corps,  he  was  engaged  in  the  surveying  profes- 
sion. After  completing  a year  of  flying  train- 
ing at  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  and  grad- 
uating from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  where 
he  specialized  in  Bombardment  Aviation,  he  was 
commissioned  on  February  24,  1933,  as  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  Ee serve  and  rated  an 
"Airplane  Pilot."  Assigned  to  extended  active 
duty,  he  served  with  the  20th  Bomhardment 
Squadron  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , to  October  10, 

1934,  and  with  the  8th  Attack  Squadron  at  Fort 
Crockett,  Galveston,  Texas,  to  Febmaary  18, 

1935.  Successful  in  his  examination  for  a com- 
mission in  the  Eegular  Army,  he  was  appointed  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps  on  J’ily  15, 
1935,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. , where  he  subsequently  qualified  as 
a Navigator  in  the  GHQ  Air  Force. 

In  November,  1937,  Lieut,  ■ Langben  was  assign- 
ed to  duty  as  a student  to  pursue  the  course  of 
instruction  in  Aircraft  Armament  at  the  Air- 
Corps  Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field,  111. 
With  the  transfer  of  the  Armament  Department  of 
this  School  to  Denver,  Colo.,  his  station  was 
changed  to  that  city. 


Staff  Sergeant  Edward  F.  Murah,  Air  Corps,  a 
native  of  Princeton,  Wis.  , was  bom  on  Septem- 
ber 24,  1905.  He  entered  the  Army  in  December, 
1922,  and  after  serving  several  enlistments  in 
the  i2th  Field  Artillery,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Air  Corps  on  I'/Iay  28,  1931,  and  served  three 
years  with  the  98th  School  Squadron  and  a simi- 
lar period  with  the  10th  Air  Base  Squadron.  He 
received  his  appointment  as  Staff  Sergeant  on 
February  1,  1937.  On  February  12,  1938,  he  w?as 
assigned  to  the  Photographic  Detachment  of  the 
Denver,  Colo.  , branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School. 


the  Air  Corps  on  Augtist  34,  1929,  and  since 
that  time  he  served  with  the  11th  School  Group 
Headquarters  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  -with  the 
58th  Service  Squadron  and  the  37th  Attack 


Squadron  at  Lmgley  Field,  Va.  , and  wath  the  C 


Photographic  Detachment  at  the  Denver  Branch 
of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School.  On  March 
27,  1931,  he  gradxoated  as  engine  mechanic  from 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at  COmnute 
Field,  111. 


Private  William  J.  Truitt,  a native  of 
Galeix,  Va. , where  he  was  born  on  Jfay  28,  1914, 
enlisted  in  the  Air  Coips  on  February  17, 

1936.  He  v;as  assigned  to  the  8th  Ptn-suit 
Group  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , and  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  the  iJenver  Branch  of 
the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  for  duty  with 
the  Photographic  Detachment. 


Private  George  L.  Huntsman  was  bom  on  Octo- 
ber 26,  1915,  at  Kankakee,  111.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Air  Corps  on  January  4,  1934,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Eeadqxmrters  Squadron  of  the 
Air  Corps  Technical  &hool  at  (Canute  Field, 
111.  On  July  23,  1937,  after  con^leting  a 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Technical  School, 
he  qualified  as  an  airplane  mechanic.  He  v.-as 
subsequently  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Photo- 
graphic Detachment  of  the  Denver  Branch  of  the 
Air  Corps  Technical  School. 
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Private  Max  W.  Myser  was  bora  at  Villa  Grove, 
111.,  July  11,  1917.  He  enlisted  in  the  Air 
Corps  at  Qianute  Field,  111. , on  November  2, 
1936,  a.-nd.  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Photographic  Detaclnnent  of  the 
Denver  Branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Teobnical 
School. 


Corporal  William  H.  Housley  was  born  on  April  , 
21,  19G8,  at  Chateau,  Oklahoma.  He  enlisted  in j 
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Enrbute  to  his  home  station,  Chanute  Field, 
111.  , from  an  authorized  cross-countay  fli^t 
to  Asheville,  N.C. , 1st  Lieut.  Samuel  V. 
Stephenson,  Air  Corps,  was  killed  instantly 
when  the  BT-9  he  was  piloting  crashed  .near 
Arden,  N.C. , on  June  l9th.  According  to  the 
report  on  this  accident,  the  pilot -was  appa- 
rently climbing  too  fast  in  the  fog  and  rain, 
and  the  plane  fell  into  a spin. 

Lieut,  Stephenson  was  born  in  Ohio,  December 
13,  1902.  Ee  gradmted  from  the  U.S.  Mili-:a,ry 
Acadeny,  West  Point,  N.Y.  , June  13,  1929,  aaid 
wra,s  Gonmissioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
Coast  Artillezy  Corps.  Assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  for  flying  training,  he  graduated  from 
the  Air  Corps  Ira.ining  Center  on  February  28, 
1931,  specializing  in  Observation  Aviation, 
and  ms  rated  as  Airplane  Pilot  and  Airplane 
Observer.  He  was  then  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Panama  Canal  Department , where  he  served 
for  one  year  at  France  Field  and  the  reirt-nilng  r 
period  of  his  foreign  service  at  Albrook  /^Leld.  '! 

Upon  his  return  from  Psmama,  Lieut,  S:,'r  / on-  ; 
son  was  assigned  to  duty  as  a student  to  r.n-sue 
the  Airplane  Maintenaxce  Engineering  - A^.r^n-ant 
Course  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at 
Chanute  Field.  Following  his  grad.uation.,  he  | 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  that  station.  C | 
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The  death  at  the  Letterman  General  Hospital 
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on  Jnr.a  26,  1938,  of  J^jor  Courtland  M.  Brown, 
/ir  Corps,  reanved.  .from  the.  racks  of  this 
branch  of  the  service  one  of  a small  number  of 
officers  holding  all  four  flying  ratings,  vizt 
Airplane  Pilot,  Airplane  Observer,  Balloon 
Observer  and  Airship  Pilot. 

hfLjcr  Brown  entered  the  service  during  the 
World  War,  enlisting  in  the  Signal  Coi^s  on 
22,  1917.  A native  of  Natidc,  i5ass. , where  he 
was  born  on  Decernber  6,  1894,  he  attended  gram* 
mar  emd  nigh  school  in  that  city,  the 
Wentworth  Institute  at  Boston,  Jdhss. 

Assigned  to  the  Amy  Balloon  School  at  Fort 
Om^a,  17eb» , fcr  lighter** than** air  training, 
Major  Brown,  after  ccmroleting  the  course,  was 
sent  to  the  Adjutant  Oifioers'  School  at  Ohio 
State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  J\me,  1918.  Ke  was  then  assigned 
to  duty  at  John  Wise,  San  Antonio,  Te:ms. 
He  was  coranissioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
Air  Service  on  September  1,  1918. 

^ In  May,  1919,  he  was  transferred  to  Brooks 
Field,  Texas.  He  Tra,s  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  on  July  29,  1919. 

•Appointed  a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Service,  Eegular  Amy,  July  1,  1920,  Major 
BroTOi  was  assigned  to  duty,  Hovembar  5,  1920, 
at  Lee  Hall,  Va,.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Balloon  School  at  Boss  Field, 
Arcadia,  Calif*  , where  he  was  stationed  until 
Apiil  6,  1922.  He  -was  then,  transferred  to  Scott 
Field,  111,  , -vdiere  he  performed  various  duties 
and  con^jleted  the  ei^t  months’  course  of  in- 
struction at  the  Air  Service  Balloon  and  Air- 
ship School. 

From  Axagust  25,  1923,  to  October  2,  1923,  he 
pursued  the  Special  Observation  Course  at  the 
Advanced  Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  •' 
folloifldng  -which  he  was  assigned  to  du-by  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department,  i^ere  he  was  stationed 
until  JvEie  22,  1927.  'For  a period  of  ei^t 
months  he  was  stationed  at  the  PrirtBry  Fl3dng 
^hool,  Brooks  Field',  Texas,  for  flying  train- 
ing. He  then  returned  to  Scott  Field,  and 
served  with  the  24th  Airship  Con^aiy  as  En- 
gineering Officer  and  then  as  Simply  Officer 
un'lil  September  6,  1930.  • 

After  co:ipleting  the  course  in  Aerial  Photo- 
graphy at ^ the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at 
Chenute  Field,  111. , Major  Brown  vm.s  again  as- 
signed to  duty  in  the  Ha.-v/alian  Deroartment, 
was  stationed  at  Lilce  Field  from  3’an'uary  6, 

1*^32,  to  May  29,  1935.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
Uni'ced  States  he  was  assigned  to  the  Air  Corps 
Trai'oing  Center  to  undergo  the  hea'vier-than-air 
flying  course.  Ke  staccessfully  conpleted  the 
riutary  flying  course  at  Eandolph  Field  and  the 
dvenced  Flying  course  at  Kelly  Field,  and  re- 
ceived the  rating  of  Airplane  Pilot  on  October 
7,  1936. 

Major  Brown  -was  next  assigned  to  duty  at 
Brooks  Field,  and  -was  subsepiaently  transferred 
to  his  last  station,  bloffet-b  Field,  Calif, 

The  Air  Corps  expresses  its  deep  sympathy  to 
the  bereaved  families  and  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased Air  Corps  officers  and  enlisted  men  Tdio 
(3ied  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
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WAE  DEPARTMEliir  OBDERS 
Changes  of  Station 

■ To  Chanute  Field , 111. ; 2nd  Lieut.  Homer  A. 
Bouskey , frami  Eort  LewisT  Wash, , to  pursue 
course  of  instruction,  Airplane  Maintenance  En- 
gineering at  Air  Corps  Technical  School. 

Buf f al 0,  N.Y. ; 1st  Lieut.  William  T. 
ColS^T  I'rom  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Fairfield,  0. 
for  du-ty  as  Assistant  Air  Corps  Representative 
■ at  'the  Curtiss-Wright  Corporation,  Curtiss  Air- 
plain©  Division. 

To  Fort  Riley.  Kans. : 2nd  Lieut.  Hilmer  C. 
NeTson,  upon  completion  of  present  co'urse  of 
instruction  at  the  Denver  Branch  of  the  Air 
Corps  Technical  School,  and  to  duty  -with  the 
'1st  Observation  Squadron. 

To  Ivia.teriel  Division,  llright  Field,  0.  ? 1st 
L i*eut7"Pa5X~GriEiIer7]^om  the  &6th  Bonhard- 
ment  Squadron,  Langley  Field,  Va,  Previous 
orders  in  his  case  azsended. 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas?  Major  Harry  H. 
MilXs7  from  duty  af  ArnyTSdus trial  College, 
'Washington,  D.  C. 

To  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  : Captain  Henry  E. 
Bax-oer,  from^Splling  KeTd,  D.C. , for  duty  as 
studen-b  in  the  1938-1939  course  at  the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School. 

Tc  the  Philippines!  2nd  Lieut.  Charles  B. 
Harvin,  tipon  completion  of  Airplane  ifeiinteiianci' 
Engineering  course  at  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Chanu'te  Field,  111. 

Reserve  Officers  to  Extended  Active  Duty 

"2^  IaeubTT^l!cEardnSIiTISr'^mons7~WestPlai: 
Mo.  , to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , to  June  14,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Pete  Brewster,  Birmingham,  Ala.  , 
to  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, 
to  May  26,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Ralph  William  Eodiock,  San  Antonif 
Texas,  to  Iferch  Field,  Calif.  , to  Sept.  23,194' 

. 2nd  Lieut,  Arch  Graham  Campbell,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  to  Barksdale  Field,  La.  , to  J\me  24,194’ 

2nd  Lieut.  Theodore  Q.  Graff,  Ada,  Ohio,  to 
Patterson  Field,  Ohio,  to  June  20,  1941. 

Transferred  to  the  Air  Corps 

1st  Lieut.  JosepST^.  fearzynski,  Jr. , Inf, , 
June  16,  1938,  and  to  Ivlitchel  Field,  N.  Y. , for 
duty  -with  the  97th  Obser-vation  Squadron. 

Assigned  to  the  Air  Corps 

2nd  Lieut.  Harry  G.TBenion,  from  duty  with 
the  34th  Infantry  at  Fort.  George  G.  Meade,  Md. 
and  to  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  for  flying  train- 
ing with  the  class  commencing  J'uly  1,  1938, 
Relieved  from  assigivnent  to  Air  Corps 

2nd  LieutT  J'ame s H . S^TdonTT!!''-!  ant ry , from 
Air  Coips  Training  Center,  Randolph  Field,  Tex. 
and  to  the  2nd  Division  -with  station  at  Fort 
Francis  E,  Warren,  Vyoming. 

Oncers  Revoked 

Assignment  of  ^ap-oain  I^iilton  M.  Towner,  of 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , for  duty  as  student  in  the 
1938-1939  course  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Retirement 

Master  Sergeant  Clarence  Baird,  Hqrs.  and 
Hqrs.  Squadron,  2nd  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Langlc 
Field,  Va. , June  30,  1938. 
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THS  AWMD  OF  AIR  CORPS  CONTRACTS 


The  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  Hon. 
Louis  Johnson,  announced  on  July  1st 'file 
placing  of  contracts  totaling  the  sum 
of  $14,433,196.88  for  98  airplanes  and 
extensive  Air  Corps  equipment. 

These  airplanes  now  under  order  are 
of  the  latest  fighting  tj’pes  developed 
hy  the  Ari^  and  the  aircraft  industries 
in  America. 

The  first  of  these  contracts  is  for 
the  procurement  hy  option  under  existing 
contract  from  the  Boeing  Aircraft  Com- 
pany, Seattle,  Wash.,  o.f  13  additional 
B-17H  four-engine  Bombers,  Imown  as  the 
"Flying  Fortress."  This  will  place  on- 
hand  or  on  order  a total  of  52  of  these 
hi:^e  Bombers. 

"The  Flying  Fortress  is  definite 
proof,"  Colonel  Johnson  points  out, 

”that  America  still  maintains  its  posi- 
tion of  leadership  in  aeronautical  de- 
sign, despite  the  fact  that  other  na- 
tions are  spending  many  times  the  amount 
of  money  available  in  this  country  for 
that  purpose." 

The  cost  of  this  order  for  "Flying 
Fortresses"  is  $3,174,802.05.  Each  of 
them  will  be  po?;ered  by  four  Wright 
"Cyclone"  engines,  manufactured  by  the 
fright  Aeronautical  Corporation,  of 
Paterson,  l.J.  (Tnls  is  the  same  type 
of  airplane  as  those  ?/hich  recently 
made  a successful  flight  to  Buenos 
Aires  and  return,  covering  approximate- 
ly 6,000  miles  in  a total  flying  time 
of  34  hours  and  25  minutes.  They  can 
attain  a high  speed  well  in  excess  of 
250  miles  an  hour  and  carry  five  machine 
guns  and  a crew  of  nine. 

The  second  contract,  and  the  largest, 
is  for  78  additional  B-ISA  Bombardment 
airplanes  at  a cost  of,  $5,703,287.64. 
Colonel  Johnson  states  that  the  War  De- 
partment exercised  an  option  with  the 
Douglas  Aircraft ^Company,  Inc.,  Santa 
Monica,  Calif. , in  the  procurement  of 
these  planes,  which  now  increases  to 
over  250  the  number  of  airplanes  of 
that  type  purchased  under  the  existing 
contract  at  a total  cost  of  approximate- 
ly $15,000,000.  This  contract'^  with 
the  option  now  tal^en,  is  by  far  the 
largest  contract  for  airplanes  ever 
placed  by  the  Army  in  times  of  peace. 

The  B-18A  airplane  is  a tv/o-engine 
Bomber  and  attains  a speed  in  excess  of 
225  miles  per  hour.  It  is  equipped 
with  retractable  landing  gear,  fla.ps, 
directional  gyro  and  all  other  modern 
aircraft  improvements.  Each  airplane 
is  powered  by  Wright  Cyclone  engines. 

The  purchase  of  both  the  "Flying 
Fortresses"  and  the  B-18A  airplanes  by 
option  under  existing  contracts  enables 
the  V/ar  Department  to  take  advantage  of 
favorable  prices  secured  on  large-scale 
purchases  and  thus  effect  a material 
economy  in  the  procurement  of  these 
planes, 
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The  third  purchase  is  for  seven  YA-19 
Attack  airplanes  at  a total  cost  of  yjte 
$297,180.  to  the  Yultee  Aircraft  Divi-  rf 
sion  of  the  Aviation  Manufacturing  Corp., 
Downey,  Calif.  The  YA-19  all-metal, . low- 
wing  monoplane,  powered  by  a Pratt--  : 
Wliltney  "Twin  Wasp"  M-cylinder  radial 
air-cooled  engine,  is  a new  type  of 
three-place  Attack  plane  expected  to  at- 
tain a speed  of  more  than  230  miles  per 
hour.  It  is  designed  to  carry  600  lbs, 
of  bombs  either  in  external  or  internal 
racks,  six  machine  guns,  four  fixed  and  I 
two  flexible.  I 

The  YA-19  is  equipped  with  electrical- 
ly controlled,  retractable  landing  gear; 
it  has  a wing  span  of  50  feet,  an  overall 
length,  of  36  feet,  11  inches,  and  a 
height  of  10  feet,  Eie  plane’s  gross 
weight,  including  fuel  and  arnmment  load, 
is  over  ten  thousand  pounds. 

Colonel  Johnson  pointed  out  that  the 
YA-19’ s are  the  largest  and  fastest 
single-engined  Attack  planes  yet  procur-  i 
ed  for  the  Arny  and  believed  to  have  no 
superior  in  that  class  abroad. 

Four  large  engine  contracts,  totally 
$2,573,286.65  for  276  engines  were  an- 
nounced. These  are  as  follows: 

To  the  Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation, 
Paterson,  N.  J, , for  108  Model  R-1820--49 
engines  required  for  type  C-39  Transport 
Cargo  (Douglas)  planes,  totaling  $922,860, 
To  the  Allison  Engineering  Co. , Indian-^,! 
apolis,  Ind. , for  40  Model  Y-1710  en- 
giiies  for  use  in  tTO©s  YIM-1,  YFM-IA  and 
Y1P-37A  airplanes,  "totaling  $987, .891.  65. 

To  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Division,  United 
Aircraft  Corporation,  117  Model  R-985-17 
engines,  required  for  type  C-40  Transport 
LocMieeds  and  Model  OA-9  Gruman  Observa- 
tion Amphibians,  totaling  $548,437.50; 
for  11  Model  R-1830-17  engines  for  in- 
stallation in  7 fultee  Attack  .(YA-19) 
airplanes,  totaling  $114,097.50,  grand 
total,  $662,535.00. 

The  following  contracts  were  also 


awarded: , 

1.  A contract  award  to  the  Douglas  Air- 
craft Co,,  Inc,,  Santa  Monica,  Calif., 
"766,591,37,  covering 
n 177  Model  B-18A  air- 


in  the  anomit  of 
approved  changes 
planes. 

2.  A contract, 


involving  the  total 
cost  of  $200,574.61,  awarded  to  the 
Douglas  Aircraft  Co.,  Inc.,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif. , covering  miscellaneous  changes 
requested  in  37  Type  C-39  Transport  Car- 
go ‘airplanes.  One  of  the  principal 
changes  involved  concerns  the  fourth  air- 
plane in  the  contract,  which  is  to  be 
made  for  personal  transport.  This  plane 
will  be  redesignated  as  0-41.  • , 

3.  A contract  award  to  Eclipse ^Aviation 
Corporation,  East  Orange,  11, J.,  in  the 
sum  of  $44,555.00,  covering  the  purchase 
of  7 additional  Accessory  Power  plants 
required  for  installation  in  YFM-1  air- 
planes, 
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A contrjct  award  to  the  Pitteb-urgh 
crew  & Bo2  e Corporation,  Pittsboirgh,  Pa., 

covering 


in  the  eura  of  $30,000.00,  covering  the 
purchase  of  propeller  blades  and  data 
required  for  experimental  purposes.  ' 

5.  A contract  award  to  Curtiss  Propel- 
ler Division,  Curtise-Wright  Corporation, 
Bnffa,Xo,  N.T, , in  the,  amount  of  $4$, 963.,, 
covering  the  purchase  of  propeller  hubs, 
propeller  assembly,  and  sets  of  controls 
and  data  required  for  experimental  pur- 
poses. 

6.  Eie  award  of  a contract  to  Engineer- 
ing & Hesearch  Corporation,  Washington, 
p.C.,  in  the  amount 'of  $39,702.00,  cover- 
ing the  purchase  of- propeller  blades  and 
data  required" for  experimental  purpoBes. 

7.  A contract  award  to  Link  Aviation 
Devices,  Inc.,  Singhanipton,  H.Y,,  in  the 
total  amount  of  $135,600,00,  to  cover 
the  procurement  of  Instrument  Flying 
and  Landing  Trainers,  including  data. 

8.  Contract  award  to  the  United  Air- 
craft Corp. , (Pratt  & Whitney  Aircraft 
Division),  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the 
amount  of  $58,884.25,  covering  the  pur- 
chaee  of  spare  parts. 

9.  A change  order,  in  the  amount  of^ 
$29,075.00,  covering  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional propeller  assemblies  from  the 
United  Aircraft  Corp.  (Hamilton  Standard 
propellers  Division.},  East  Hartford, Conn. 

10,  Contract  award  to  The  Corbitt  Com- 
pany, Henderson,  N.  C. , in  the  sum  of 
$99,090.11,  covering  the  purchase  of  5 
truck- trac.tors  (motor) , for  E-1  fuel 
s©rvicir.g  truck,  4 truck-tractors  (motor) 
for  type  C-2  wrecking  truckj  and  4 semi- 
trailers for  type  G-2  wrecking  truck. 

11.  Contract  award  to  Standexd  Steel 
Works,  Horth  Kansas  City,  Mo,,  in  the 
sum  of  $99,977.50,  for  ten  serai-trailer 
tanks  (4,000-gal.  capacity)  for  fuel 
servicing  truck. 

12.  Contract  award  to  the  Gar  Wood  In- 
dustries, Inc, , Detroit,  Midi, , in  the 
sum  of  $3,044.65,  covering  the  purchase 
of  5 dollies  (trailer  converter)  for 
fuel  servicing  truck. 

13.  Contract  awaxd  to  the  Eruehauf 
Trailer  Company,  Detroit,  Mich. , in  the 
sum  of  $2,264.00,  covering  the  purchase 


of  4 dollies  (trailer  converter }for  type  ’ required  for  C-39,  YA-19,  and  OA-9  air- 


C-2  ?«*eck.:ing  truck. 

14,  Contract  award  to  Covered  Wagon 
Company,  Mount  Clemens,  Mich, , in  the 
amount  of  $68,425.00,  covering  the  pur- 
diase  of  23  portable  photographic  labo- 
ratories (Type  A-IA)  (Trailer). 

1-5.  Contract  award  to  Suncook  Mills, 
Suncook,  N.H.  , in  the  amount  of 
$116,777.25,  for  the  purchase  of  mer- 
cerized cotton  airplane  fabric  required 
for  maintenance  and  repair. 

16.  Contract  award  to  Rohm  and  Haas 
Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. , in  the 
amount  of  $55,154.80,  covering  the  pur- 
chase of  five  items  of  plastic  sheet 
(transparent,  Acrylate  base),  required 
for  maintenance  and  repair  of  airplanes 
in  the  service. 

17.  Contract  award  to  United  Aircraft 


Corporation,  Hamilton  Standard  Propeller 
Division,  fest  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the 
■amount  of  $140,600.00,  for  the  procure- 
ment of  Governor  Assemblies,  propeller 
control. 

18,  Contract  award  to  Curtiss-Wri^t 
Corporation,  Curtiss  Propeller  Division, 
Btsffalo,  N.Y, , in  the  amount  of 
$40,150.00,  for  the  procm*ement  of  Gov- 
ernor Assemblies,  propeller  control. 

19.  Contract  award  to  Bendix  Products 
Corporation,  South  Bend,  Ind, , in  the 
sum  of  $66,660.00,  covering  the  purchase 
of  automobile  mixture  control  assemblies 
for  installation- in  Model  B-18  airplanes. 

20,  A change  order  in.  the  amount  of 
$99,999,00,  covering  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional aircraft  engine  fuel,  from 
Shell  Petroleum  Corporation,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

21.  A change  order  in  th©  amount  of 

$72,500,00,  covering  the  purchase  of 
additional  type  K-3B  and  additional  type 
K-12  aircraft  'cameras,  from  Fairchild 
Aerial  Camera  Corporation,  Jamaica,  Long 
Island,  ¥.Y.  : 

23.  Contract  award  to  Eclipse  Aviation 
Corporation,  fest  Orange,  H.J.,  in  the 
total  amount  of  $224,770.00,  covering 
the  purchase  of  accessory  power  plants 
and 

2S.  Contract  award  to  United  Aircraft 
Corporation  (Hamilton  Standard  Propel- 
lers Division),  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  in 
the  sum  of  $67,840.00,  covering  the  pur- 
chase of  propeller  assemblies,  tools  and 
data,  required  for  installation  in  26 
Observation-Amphibian  airplanes,  Model 
OA-9. 

24.  Contract  award  to  Curtiss-Wright 
Corporation,  Curtiss  Propeller  Division, 
Buffalo,  Hew  York,  in  the  sura  of  $72,963, 
covering  the  purchase  of  controllable 
propeller  assemblies,  constant  speed  con- 
trols, cockpit  controls,  and  servicing 
tools  and  data,  to  be  used  as  equipment 
for  YM-i  and  YMt-lA  airplanes. 

25.  Contract  E.?trard  to  the  Eclipse  Avia- 
tion Corpcration,  PJast  Orange,  H,  J. , in 
the  total  amount  of  $66,780.00,  covering 
the  purciiase  of  additional  type  C-20  and 
additional  type  C-21  starter  assemblies 
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planes  now  under  construction,  and  for 
repair  of  Model  B-18A  airplanes  now  in 
service. 

26.  Contra,ct  award  to  Pittsburgh  Screw 
& Bolt  Corporation,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. , in 
the  sum  of  $50,700.00,  covering  the  pur- 
chase of  propeller  blades  and  data,  re- 
quired in  the  fabrication  of  propeller 
assemblies  to  be  installed  in  YFM-l  and 
YM-IA  airplanes,  now  under  const’xuction 
by  the  Bell  Aircraft  Corporation. 

In  making  the  announcement  of  these 
awards,  the  Acting  Secretary  explained 
that  the  placing  of  these  contracts,  es- 
pecially of  the  additional  91  Bombard- 
ment and  of  the  7 new  type  Attack  planes, 
marks  the  culmination  of  a year  of  inten- 
sified effort  toward  the  reaching  of  the 


Y-7779,  A.C. 


olsjective  set  by  the  Baker  Board  which 
was  to  procure  2320  modern  first  line 
aircraft  by  July  1,  1940. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  1938,  con- 
tracts were  placed  for  538  airplanes  at 
a total  cost  of  approximately 
$29,000,000.00,  divided  as  follows: 


Pursuit .236 

Bombardment 118 

Attack. 35 

Observation 33 

Primary  Trainers...  20 

Cargo 51 

Basic  Combat 95 

B8F 


the  equal,  if  noti  the  superior,  of  like 
types  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  , 

clearly  establish  the  fact  that  the  f 

United  States  is  not  lagging  behind  othl. 
nations  in  aeronautical  development,  but 
on  the  other  hand  has  assumed,  and  will 
maintain  its  position  in  the  forefront 
of  aviation. " 
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AIR  CORPS  SEGOHD  LIEUTMAUTS  PROMOTED 

The  following-named  second  lieutenants 
of  the  Air  Corps  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant,  as  of  June 
30,  1938: 


These  contracts  were  divided  among  ten 
aircraft  manufacturers  and  were  in  the^ 
main  awarded  as  a result  of  the  competi- 
tive bidding  system  utilised  by  the  Air 
Corps.  During  the  year  contracts^ were 
likewise  awarded  for  732  aeronautical 
engines  at  a total  value  of  $6,000j000. 
The  engine  contracts  were  placed  with 
four  aeronautical  engine  manufacturing 
companies. 

Government  furnished  equipment  pur- 
chased during  the  year,  consisting  of 
radio,  armament,  instruments  and  other 
aeronautical  appliances  for  installation 
in  airplanes  purchased,  amo'iinted  to  ap- 
proximately $7,500,000. 

Analyzing  the  results  of  the  contracts 
thus  totaling  $42,500,00.00  in  1938, 
Colonel  Johnson  states:  “These  ships, 
purchased  this  year,  tj'pe  for  type,  are 


Ray  W.  Clifton 
Randolph  L.  Wood 
Arnold  T.  Johnson 
Marvin  F,  Stalder 
Noel  F.  Parrish 
Do If  E.  Muehleisen 
Carl  Swyter 
Richard  C.  Weller 
Edward  M.  Gavin 
Robert  E.  Jarmon 
Harry  Crutcher, Jr. 
Jack  M.  Mal.one 
Frank  N.  Moyers 
Edward  S.  Allee 
Harry  N.  Renshaw 
Joseph  B.  Stanley 
Clarence  M.Eartain 
James  H,  Price 
Joseph  C.  Moore 


Lawrence  S.Ful wider 
Lester  S.  Harris 
Donald  N.  Wackwitz 
James  H.G.  Houston 
Charles  H. Leitner , Jr. 
Clair  L.  Ytood 
Charles  B.  Harvin 
George  H.  Macintyre 
Bob  Arnold 

B'lirton  W, Armstrong, Jr 
Mel  M.  Stephenson, Jr. 
Harold  L.  Neely 
Erickson  S.  Nichols 
Jasper  N.  Bell 
Russell  L.  Waldron 
William  F.  Day,  Jr.  . 
Harry  Coursey  ^ 

Daniel  E.  Hooks 
Raymond  P.  Todd 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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EMSRGSICY  PLOTATION  POE  LAND  AIRPLANES 
By  the  Materiel  Division  Correspondent 


The  desirability  of  .providing  a means 
of  keeping  a land  airplane  afloat  in 
Case  of  a forced  landing  on  water  was 
early  recognized.  The  Engineering  Divi- 
sion, Air  Service,  worked  on  this  prob- 
lem at  McCook  Pield  following  the  World 
War.  Tlie  first  experiments  were  conduct- 
ed on  a DH-4  airplane  fitted  with  an 
emergency  flotation  gear  consisting  of 
inflatable  rubber  bags  mounted  under  the 
wings  and  air  bags  in  the  tail.  Wing 
pontoons  were  installed  near  the  wing 
tips  and  hydrovanes  in  front  of  the  land- 
ing gear.  The  latter  prevented  nosing 
over  and  supported  the  weight  of  the  air- 
plane in  landing  until  sufficient  speed 
had  been  lost  to  prevent  the  bags  from 
being  torn  off,  A vane  on. the  tail  skid 
was  used  to  hold  the  tail  down.  Kie 
tests  indicated,  however,  that  the  ^•'dro- 
vane  in  front  of  the  landing  gear  did 
not  ride  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
the  tail  skid  vane  did  not  engage  the 
water  during  landing.  There  was  no  ten- 
dency to  nose  over. 

There  was  no  further  development  of 
emergency  flotation  gear  by  the  Air 
Corps  until  about  the  year  1930.  At 
tliat  time  the  0-2H  airplanes  were 
equipped  with  emergency  flotation  equip- 
ment which  had  been  developed  by  tUe 
Navy.  The  Naval  gear  consisted  of  flo- 
tation bags  folded  into  a quick-opening 
container  installed  inside  the  upper 
wing  and  a cylinder  of  liquid  carbon, 
dioxide  fitted  with  a release  valve.  The 
gear  was  operated  by  manual  release, 
discharging  the  carbon  dioxide  into  the 
system^  which  in  turn  released  and  in- 
flated the  flotation  bags.  Since  the 
bags  were  carried  inside  the  wings  and 
fuselage,  there  was  practically  no  drag 
on  the  airplane. 

An  Air  Corps  policy  requiring  emergen- 
cy flotation  on  all  airplanes  required 
to  fly  over  water  became  effective  in 
1932.  Specifications  were  prepared 
based  on  the  Navy  requirements.  The 
'equipment  was  required  to  operate  auto- 
matically upon  landing  in  the  water.  A 
manual  release  was  provided  for  emergen- 
cy. Considerable  e:^erimental  work  was 
necessary  to  establish  the  ratio  of  the 
cubical  size  of  the  bag  containers  in 
relation  to  the  bag  siaes.  Automatic 
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valves  which  could  be  operated  either 
manually  or  automatically,  together  with 
a bag  release  operated  by  C02  pressure, 
were  developed.  An  experimental  gear 
was  purchased  and  installed  on  a survey- 
ed 0-17  airplane  which  was  rolled  into 
Huffman  Lake  near  Patterson  Eield  to 
check  the  automatic  valves,  time  rf  in- 
flation, and  other  characteristics.  This 
type  of  flotation  equipment  was  install- 
ed on  practically  all  airplanes  in 
foreign  service. 

The  maintenance  cost  of  this  type  of 
equipment  ran  highj  due  to  functional 
tests  required  periodically  to  insure  it 
bei:^  in  working  order.  The  rubber  flo- 
tation bags  dcberiprate^  rapidly,  as  a 
result  of  being  folded  in  the  wing  con- 
tainers. In  one  case  accidental  release 
of  002  inflated  the  bags  in  the  air,  and 
caused  the  loss  of  the  airplane. 

The  advent  of  plywood-covered  wings 
and  of  all*4netal  wings  suggested  the 
possibility  of  using  watertight  compart- 
ments in  the  wings,  tail  surfaces,  or 
fuselages  for  the  desired  flotation.  Pre- 
liminary studies  indicated  that  the 
watertight  cocpartments  could  be  built 
into  the  wings  and  other  units  of  the 
airplane  with  less  weight  increase  than 
by  using  gas-inflated  bags. 

Accordingly,  tentative  requirements 
were  set  up  and  the  Glenn  L,  Martin  Com- 
pany was  contacted  regarding  the  possi- 
bility of  incorporating  watertight  flo- 
tation in  at  least  some  of  the  B-10  or 
B-12  airplanes  then  under  construction. 
The  studs'"  of  this  problem  indicated  that 
the  built-in.  flotation  could  be  install- 
ed with  a weight  increase  of  approximate- 
ly 50  pounds  per  airplane,  as  compared 
with  a probable  weight  of  105  to  110 
pounds^ for  the  COg  equipment.  Built-in 
flotation  was  included  in  the  B-12A  air- 
planes. 

Today  all  types  of  Air  Corps  combat 
airplanes,  except  single-place  Pursuit 
and  basic  combat  airplanes,  are  reqtdred 
to  have  a mean.s  of  flotation  when  ?orced 
down  on  water. 

Built-in  flotation  in  accordance  with 
y.  S.  Army  Specification  40233  is  being 
incorporated  in  all  Air  Corps  airplanes, 
excepl;  as  noted  above,  ^Hiis  specifica- 
tion required  that  flotation,  be  provided 


V-7791,  A.C. 


with  35  percent  excess  huoyancy  in  the 
form  of  watertight  compartments  in  the 
wings,  tail  surfaces,  or  fuselage;  and 
that  adequate  vents  oe, provided  to  pre- 
vent a differential  pressure  in  excess 
of  12  pounds  per  square  foot  in  either  a 
climb  or  a dive  from  service  ceiling. 
Provisions  for  using  a bilge  pianp  are 
also  required  in  order  to  overcome  leak- 
age which  mi^t  develop  from  age  or 
stresses  in  landing. 

The  specification  also  requires  that 
the  congaartments  be  water ti^t  and  ca- 
pable of  holding  a test  water  or  air 
ressnre  for  one  hour  without  signs  of 
eaks.  Due  to  the  type  of  structure 
used  in  wings,  considerable  difficulty 
was  experienced  by  Air  Corps  contractors 
in  meeting  this  requirement.  In  order 
to  overcome  this,  test  specimens  in  the 
form  of  a section  of  a two-spar  wing  ’ 
were  fabricated  from  heat-treated  alloy, 
using  sealing  confounds  in  the, seams, 
for  test  by  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Divi- 
sion. The  results  of  these  tests  indi- 
cate that  flotation  compartments  can  be 
made  watertight,  provided  the  structure 
is  adaptable  to  being  sealed  with  tape 
impregnated  with  sealing  coinpound. 

It  is  being  found  practically  impos- 
sible so  to  locate  built-in  compartments 
that  the  airplane  will  float  horizontal- 
ly and  right  side  up,  especially  in  the 
smaller  airplanes.  The  watertight  com- 
partments are  in  the  wings  and  the  con- 
centration of  weight  due  to  installation 
of  the  engines  and  other  equipment  for- 
ward of  the  wings  produces  a tendency 
for  the  nose  to  submerge.  This  can  usu- 
ally be  corrected  by  shifting  the  crew 
aft  when  the  airplane  is  afloat.  After 
the  crew  is  removed  the  tendency  to  nose 
down  is  not  so  important,  since  the  air- 
plane can  be  salvaged  in  this  attitude 
satisfactorily. 

In  recent  years  the  Air  Co:^s  has  had 
very  few  landings  in  water  with  air- 
lanes  equipped  with  built-in  flotation, 
ut  it  has  proved  satisfactory  in  these 
few  instances. 

oOo 


to  be  continued  if  time  permits. 

”0ur  cooperative  mission  with  Battery 
♦A, * 15th  Coast  Artillery,  of  locating 
targets  for  16-inch  guns  at  long  ranges 
is  progressing  nicely,"  reports  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent,  and  he  adds:  "A 
definite  procedure  has  been  worked  out 
and  is  now  being  perfected." 

oOo- — - 

A WEATHER  MAN  OE  lAKSY  DEGRIES 

The  promotion  of  Captain  Randolph  P, 
Williams,  weather  officer  of  the  General 
Headquarters  Air  Force  at  Langley  Field, 
Va. , to  the  rank  of  Major  was  recently 
announced. 

Under  the  newly  installed  system,  the 
Air  Corps  has  its  own  weather  observers. 
It  is  the  job  of:  Major  Williams  to  see 
that  the  six  air  bases  of;  the  General 
Headquarters  Air  Force  in  Louisiana, 
California,  Virginia,  New  York  and 
Michigan  are  supplied  with, the  proper 
weather  information  and  that  it  is  pro- 
perly disseminated  at  these  bases. 

Major  ?<iliiams  possesses  four  aero- 
nautical ratings,  those  of  Airplane 
Pilot,  Airplane  Observer,  Airship  Pilot 
and  Balloon  Observer. 

Schools  from  which  he  holds  graduation 
certificates  include  the  Engineers* 
School,  Belvoir,  Va.  (then  Fort 
Humphreys) ;the .Air  CofpsBalloon  and  Air- 
, ship  School  at  Scott  Field,  111. ; the 
Air  Corps  Engineering  School,  Wright 
Field,  Ohio;  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y.,  with  degree 
of  B.S. ; and  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  with 
degree  of  M. S.  In  addition,  Major 
ViJilliams  took  a post  graduate  course  in 
aerology  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  Md. , and  he  holds  the  honora- 
ry degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  from  the 
i South  Dakota  School  of  Mines. 

Major  Williams  is  a native  of  Balti- 
more, Md. , and  claims  Washington,  D.  G., 
as  his  home  town. 

oOo — - 


FIELD  TRAINING  FOR  4TH  EECON.  SQUADRON 


A CORRECTION 


^The  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Liike  Field,  T.H. , was  schedul- 
ed to  move  to  Bellows  FielU  on  June  20th 
for  its  annual  period  of  field  training 
and  ground  gunnery.  The  entire  Squadron 
was  to  be  included  and  the  movement  made 
by  truck  and  airplane.  The,  training  was 
to  be  progressive  and  to  include; 

.30  Cal.  machine  gun  firing  on  1000 
inch  range,  using  flexible  aerial  guns.. 

,45  Cal.  pistol  shooting  by  all  person- 
nel, (commissioned). 

,45  Cal.  pistol  shooting  by  all  per- 
sonnel authorized  to  fire  for  record. 

.30  Cal.  aerial  machine  gun  firing  as 
in  Event  I,  Phase  I of  Training  Regula- 
tions 440-40;  training  in  bombing  also 

~2 


In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Air  Corps 
News  Letter,  listing  the  names  of  Air 
Corps  officers  who  graduated  on  June  22d 
from  the  Army  War  College,  the  name  of 
Colonel  Henry. W.  Harms  was  inadvertently 
omitted.  The  News  Letter  regrets  the 
omission. 

Colonel  Harms,  who  is  now  on  leave  of 
absence,  is  slated  for  assignment  to 
duty  in  the  Supply  Division^  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  Prior  to 
his  assignment  as  a student  at  the  Army 
War . College,  he  was  Commandant  of  the 
Primary  Flying  School,  Randolph  Field, 
Texas.  He  will  return  to  familiar  stir- 
roiindings,  since  some  ten  years  ago  he 
was  on  duty  in  the  Materiel  Liaison  Sec- 
tion of  the  Chief  ’ s Office. 
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I^IAECH  FIELD  TRAINS  ORDNANCE  RESERVE  OFFICERS 


Under  the  direction  of  the  Coimnandi^ 
General  of  the  General  Headgiiarters  Air 
Force,  there  has  been  organized  an  Ord- 
nance Service  which  is  responsible  for 
furnishing  bombs,  pyrotechnics,  machine 
gun  ammunition,  and  guns  of  all  kinds  to 
all  organizations  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force. 
Dire  to  shortage  of  personnel,  its  peace 
time  strength  is  approximately  30^ of 
its  proposed  war  time  strength.  Accord- 
ingly, authorization  to  assign  25  Ord- 
nance Reserve  Officers  to  the  Ordnance 
Service  of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  was  granted 
early  this  year.  The  duty  of  obtaining 
and  training  these  officers  was  assigned 
to  March  Field. 

Within  two  months  after  the  authoriza- 
tion, the  full  quota  of  Ordnance  Reserve 
officers  had  been  transferred  to  the  GHQ 
Air  Force  and  assigned  to  March  Field 
for  training.  All  of  these  officers  now 
reside  in  Southern  California,  and  for 
this  reason  it  was  possible  to  assign 
all  of  them  to  March  Field  for  training. 
On  M-day  their  assignments  will  be  spread 
out  aver  all  of  the  bases  of  the  GHQ  Air 
Force. 

In  A^il  of  this  year,  the  following 
four  officers  received  two  weeks’  active 
duty  training  at  March  Field: 

1st  Lieut.  F.E.  Whittenburg 
2nd  Lieut.  R.G.  Goodall 
2nd  Lieut.  M.  Hicks 
I 2nd  Lieut.  A.  Curtis 

In  June  of  this  year,  the  following 
four  additional  officers  received  two 
weeks’  active  duty  training  at  March 
Field: 

H.J.  Galbraith 
K.J.  Soderberg 
D.E.  Willetts 
G.S.  Johnson 

of  these  officers  was  so 
arranged  that  they  were  able  Actually  to 
assist  in  the  preparation  of  bombs  and 
other  Ordnance  equipment  while  they  were 
at  March  Field,  They  accompanied  the 
17th  Attack  organizations  in  some  of 
their  tactical  training  missions;  they 
observed  the  19th  Bombardment  Group  per- 
sonnel receiving  training  in  bomb  drop-' 
ping  by  flying  with  them  in  Bombardinent 
airplanes  when  bombs  were  being  dropped. 

I iWO  days  were  spent  at  Muroc  assisting 
in  the  preparation  of  bombs  and  inspect- 
ing _ the  ^ Muroc  bomb  storage  and  target 
i facilities.  They  observed  the  method 
lUsed  in  the  destruction  of  dud  and  ex- 
iplosive  bombs  at  Muroc.  Naturally,  they 
lalso  experienced  the  Muroc  climate  both 
I day  and ^ night.  The  general  opinion  of 
'the  officers  who  received  this  training 
ijWas  that  it  was  the  most  valuable  and 
j||riiost  enjoyable  period  of  active  duty 
jjWhich  they  had  ever  experienced.  All  of 
"j^em  were  anxious  to  have  another  tour 
active  duty  under  the  same  conditions. 
While  on  active  duty,  the  officers 


1st  Lieut. 
1st  Lieut. 
1st  Lieut. 
1st  Lieut. 
The  training 
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were  attached  to  the  4th  Platoon  of  the 
10th  Ordnance  Service  Conpany  which  is 
stationed  at  March  Field.  The  training 
was  conducted  by  personnel  of  the  4th 
Platoon,  which  is  commanded  by  Captain 
Philip  Schwartz,  Ordnance  Department. 
Technical  Sergeant  William  Steinback  of 
the  4th  Platoon  accompanied  the  officers 
during  all  of  their  instruction  periods. 

It  is  understood  that  efforts  are  now 
being. made  to  have  Reserve  officers _ of 
other  branches  besides  Ordnance  assigned 
to  the  GHQ  Air  Force.  The  successful 
assignment  and  training  of  Ordnance 
officers  has  shown  that  similar  assign- 
ments of  officers  of  other  branches  are 
both  practicable  and  desirable. 

oOo 

AIRCRAFT  TRAFFIC  AT  ATIANTA  AIRPORT 

Advice  received  from  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Air  Corps  Detachment, 
Municipal  Airport,  Atlanta,  Ga. , is  to 
the  effect  that  during  the  fiscal  year 
1938,  with  a detailed  emergency  crew  of 
two  enlisted  men  - except  that  when 
traffic  was  in  flights  of  more  than  two 
airplanes  the  hangar  crew  was  called 
out  to  assist  - the  following  transient 
aircraft  traffic  was  handled  at  that 
station: 

Total  airplanes  handled  throughout  the 
fiscal  year  numbered  2,051.  Of  this 
total,  1,356  were  Afmy  aircraft  and  695 
were  aircraft  of  the  U.S.  Navy.  These 
figures  do  not  include  airplanes  used 
by  Reserve  officers  on  inactive  status 
and  on  14-day  active  duty  periods. 

oOo— — 

PROMOTION  OP  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

The  following -named  Air  Corps  officers 
received  promotion  to  the  permanent  rank 
indicated,  effective  July  1,  1938; 

Brigadier  Generals  Delos  C.  Emmons  and 
Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  Wing  Commanders,  and 
holding  the  permanent  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  to  Colonel. 

Majors  (temporary)  Joseph  L.  Stronme, 
Rudolph  W.  Props t,  Frank  D.  Hackett, 
Aaron  E,  Jones  and  Robin  A.  Day,  to 
Major. 

oOo 

Major  George  S.  Warren,  Air  Corps,  was 
given  the  temporary  appointment  of  Lieut. 
Colonel,  with  rank  from  July  1,  1938, 

Effective  August  11,  1938,  Colonel 
Percy  E.  Van  No  strand,  Air  Co^s  (General 
Staff) , is  relieved  from  detail  as  a mem- 
ber or  the  General  Staff  Corps,  from  as- 
signment to  the  War  Department  General 
Staff,  and  from  further  duty  in  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  assigned  to  March  Field,  Calif. 
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26TH  ATTACK  SQUADRON  PLIES  TO  KAUAI 
By  1st  Lieut.  E.W.  Suarez,  Air  Corps 


The  Island  of  Kauai,  the  oldest  of  the 
Hawaiian  Group  and  some  90  miles  west- 
ward from  Oahu,  was  the  setting  for  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  field  exercises 
ever  conducted  by  the  26th  Attack  Squad- 
ron. 

Greeted  by  clear  skies  and  warm  semi- 
tropical  sunshine,  nine  A-12  airplanes 
recently  rose  from  Wheeler  Field  and 
headed  westward  to  cross  ninety  miles  of 
open  sea.  At  8,000  feet,  the  nine  air- 
Ijlanes  level-ed  off  and  proceeded  to  en- 
^oy  a flight  which  for  glassy-smoothness 
is  seldom  experienced  by  Attack  air-'  ' 
planes.  A small  speck,  some  7,000  feet 
below,  gave  assurance  to  all  that  the 
OA-8  Amphibian  plane  was  on  the  job  to 
insure  a safe  crossing. 

In  the  Hawaiian  Island  Group,  each 
island  has  some  characteristic  of  histo- 
rical or  natural  interest  different  from 
the  others.  The  aerial  view  cf  these 
islands  gives  the  impression  of  sugar 
cane  and  pineapples.  To  realize  the 
hidden  beauty  of  these  islands,  it  is 
necessary  to  go  by  automobile  to  the  out 
of  the  way  spots.  The  26th  Attack  Squad- 
ron was  exceedingly  fortunate  to  see 
Kauai  from  the  ground. 

The  huge  Waimea  Canyon,  made  when 
Madam  Pele  was  ranpant  centuries  ago. 

Can  be  compared  only  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
of  Arizona.  The  grandeur  of  this  canyon 
cannot  be  described  in  writing.  Looking 
down  hundreds  of  feet,  one  sees  a small 
stream  coursing  its  way  to  the  ocean; 
then,  as  his  gaze  wanders  to  the  precip- 
itous sides,  he  observes  a blending  of 
all  the  colors  of  the  spectrum.  A slight 
mist  affords  a rainbow.  Surely,  this 
sight  will  long  be  remembered  by  person- 
nel witnessing  it. 

Barking  Sands  is  a stretch  of  beach 
where,  some  of  the  oldtimers  say,  the 
crunching  sound  of  the  strides  of  bare- 
footed warriors,  long  dead,  can  still  be 
heard  when  the  weather  conditions  are 
right  for  the  warriors  to  roam. 

The  stone  wall  built  by  the  Henehunes, 
legendary  brownies,  sprang  up  over  night, 
each  stone  almost  the  size  of  a brownie. 

Laie  Bay  is  truly  the  garden  spot  of 
all  Kauai.  A cove  sheltered  by  high 
cliffs  on  two  sides,  white  sands,  tropic- 
al vegetation,  a stream  enptying  into 
the  ocean,  all  combine  to  form  a pretty 
picture.  One  can  easily  imagine  being 
transplanted  in  old  Hawaii  with  gay, 
dancing  natives  making  the  skies  ring 
with  their  carefree  laughter. 

The  McBryde  Estate  is  now  open  to  the 
public,,  thus,  enabling  everyone  to  enjoy 
a scene  of  beauty  which  was  once  the 
privilege  of  only  a few.  Tall  tropical 
trees,  brilliant  flowers,  roaming 
peacocks,  all  make  this  truly  a rare 
sight. 


During  the  sajs  all  personnel  were  af- 
forded the  opportunity  of  viewing  the 
Island  of  Niihau  from  the  air.  This 
island,  about  twenty  miles  off  the  coast 
of  Kauai,  is  owned  by  the  Robinson 
brothers.  The  Robinsons  and  150  full- 
blooded  Hawaiians  are  the  sole  inhabit- 
ants of  the  island.  It  is  one  of  the 
few  remaining  estates  run  on  a feudal 
basis. 

There  are  sections  of  white  sanded 
beach  where  one  can  find  hundreds  of 
skulls  and  bones.  It  was  never  definite- 
ly explained  whether  these  are  grave 
yards  or  old  battlefields.  One  attached 
pilot  would  like  to  believe  that  they 
are  old  battlefields,  for  he  proudly  ex- 
hibits in  his  office  a skull  and  some 
bones  as  his  trophy.  Even  though  the 
skull  is  small  enough  to  be  that  of  a 
woman,  let  us  say,  for  his  sake,  that 
the  sands  are  historic  battlefields. 

And  so  when  the  26th  Attack  Squadron 
said  "Aloha"  to  Kauai,  it  was  with  the 
feeling  that  some  day  it  would  again  be 
its  privilege  to  enjoy  Kauai’s  gardens 
of  rare  beauty. 

oOo— 


ACTIVITIES  GROWING  AT  HICKAlvI  FIELD 


With  greatly  increased  activity  at  ii 
Hickam  Field,  T.H. , more  and  more  de- 
partments of  the  5th  Bombardment  Group 
are  setting  up  offices  there.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  23rd,  31 st  and  72nd  Bombard- 
ment Squadrons  operating  their  B-18’s 
out  of  the  new  hangars,  the  squadron 
operations,  communications  and  meteoro- 
logical section  are  e:^ected  to  join  the 
Group  Materiel  Section  in  the  new  Opera- 
tions Milding  in  the  near  future,  , 

Group  Headquarters  remains  at  Luke  Field. 

Using  ships*  weather  reports  as  a 
source  of  information  on  vessels  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Hawaiian  islands,  navi- 
gators of  the  5th  Bombardment  Group  are 
devoting  a large  part  cf  their  time  in. 
conducting  search  and  interception  mis- 
sions. With  the  large  amount  of  water 
traffic  in  and  out  cf  this,  the  "Cross-  . 
roads  of  the  Pacific,"  an  unusual  oppor- 
tunity is  provided  for  training  of  this 
t5T)e. 

oOo 


Effective  on  or  about  August  15,  1938, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  H.  Wooten,  Air 
Corps,  General  Staff,  is  relieved  from 
assignment  to  the  War  Department  General 
Staff  and  from  assignment  and  duty  in  fee 
office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington, 
D. C.,  and  is  then  assigned  to  the  Gener- 
al Staff  with  troops  and  to  duty  at  the 
American  Embassy,  Santiago,  Chile,  as 
military  attache  and  military  attache  for 
air  to  Chile  and  Bolivia. 
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THE  FEW  CLASS  AT  THE  ADVAFCSD  ELYIFG  SCHOOL 


2nd  Lieut. 

fi 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


Class  30-C,  the  largest  in  the  peace- 
time history  of  Kelly  Field,  consisting 
of  65  Regular  Army  officers  and  83  Fly- 
ing Cadets,  Air  Corps,  reported  from  the 
Primary  Flying  School,  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  on  June  27,  1938,  for  training  at ' 
the  Adviced  Flying  School. 

In  this  class  there  are  eight  sons  of 
Army^officers,  namely; 

Charles  B.  Westover 
Samuel  C.  G-urney,  Jr. 
Malcolm  Gfaen,  Jr. 

Harold  E.  Marr,  Jr. 
Marshall  E.  Cray 
Alan  L.  Clark 
Horace  Greeley 
Cadet  Eriksen  E.  Shilling 
The  following  Flying  Cadets  were  ap- 
pointed from  the  enlisted  ranks  of  the 
Regular  .Army : 

Edwin  S.  Green,  Cavalry 
Sig  Rogers  Young,  Air  Corps 
Kenneth  M.  Welhorn 
Forrest  H.  Baxter,  Air  Corps 

The  period  from  June  27th  to  July  1st 
was  devoted  to  processing  the  new  class, 
and  a number  took  advantage  of  short 
leayes  of  absence  over  the  4th  of  July. 
Flying  and  ground  training  commenced  on. 
July  5,  1938. 

The  class  was  assigned  to  Sections  5f 
the  Advanced  Flying  School,  as  follows; 

Attack  Section;  16  officers  and  14 
Flpng^Sadefs. 

Bombardment  Section;  24  officers  and 
14TTyihg  ' 

Observation  Section;  6 officers  and 
14  Flying' Cadets. 

Pursuit  Section;  19  officers  and  41 
Flying  “Cadets. 

When  the  above  class  commenced  train- 
ing at  the  Primary  Flying  School  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1937,  it  numbered  a total  of 
271  students  (105  officers  and  166  Fly- 
ing Cadets) . Since  a total  of  148  stu- 
dents reported  for  advanced  training  at 
Kelly  Field  on  June  27th,  it  will  be 
noted  that  54. of  the  class  which 
started  training  successfully  con^jleted 
the  primary  and  basic  courses  at  the 
Primary  Flying  School. 

The  class  Is  ejjpected  to  graduate 
early  in  October,  1938. 

The  students  now  undergoing  their  ad- 
vanced training  at  Kelly  Field  are  given 
below,  as  follows; 

OFF  I C E R S 

Attack  Section 


Lenson,  Render  Dowdell 
Andrews,  Frank  William 
Leland,  Gordon  Ouster 
Green,  Malcolm,  Jr. 

Posey,  James  Theo 
Brutmael,  Donald  Bowen 
Marr,  Harold  Everett,  Jr. 
Low,  Curtis  Raymond 
van  Leuwen,  Harry,  Francis 


Birirdngham,  Ala. 
Glendale,  Calif. 
San  Jose,  Calif. 
Sausalito,  Calif, 
Henderson,  Ky. 
Chicago,  111. 
Seaxport,  Me. 
Hsedham  Heights , Mass. 
’ Md-nneapolis » Minn. 


Durham,  Jasper  Newton 
Bsxden,  Richard  Risley 
Kfiller,  Jos^h  Alfred, Jr. 
Herman,  Robert  Hensey 
Hinps,  William  Grover 
EoKBsn,  Walter 
Pell,  Floyd  Joaq^lin 


Salem,  Lfo. 
Pen  Yan,  N.Y. 
Brevard,  N.C. 
MSLddletown,  Ohio 
Curwensville,  Pa. 
Ho  vis  ton,  Texas 
Ogden,  Utah 


Bombardment  Section 


Caldwell,  Jack  Edward 
Wade,  Kenneth  Sayre 
Preston,  Maurice  Arthur 
Clark,  Alan  Doane 
Diehl,  Conrad  Eemy,  Jr. 
Rutherford,  Alvord 
Westover,  Charles  Bainbridge 
Dorney,  Harvey  Qiarles 
Horrigan,  Willie  Kienle 
Taylor,  i^bert,  3rd 
Spilman,  Lawrence  Augustus 
Gray,  Marshall  Randolph 
Donohew,  Jack  Norman 
McDonald,  William  Enrnett 
Ohman,  Nils  Olof 
Sanborn,  Kenneth  Oliver 
Gurney,  Samuel  Charles, Jr. 


Searcy,  Ark. 
San  Diego,  Calif, 
Tulare,  Calif. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 

Olney,  111. 
Fort  Thomas,  Ky. 
Baltinore,  Md. 
Ottumwa,  Iowa 
Newton  Center,  l\fe,ss. 

Slater,  Mb. 
Urich,  Md. 
East  Dedham,  Mass. 
Potter  Place,  N.H. 
Ridgeirvood,  N.J. 
Gardenville,  N.Y. 


Hackford,  Richard  Hilton 
Greeley,  Horace  Jackson  Heights,  N.Y. 

Agee,  Sam  Wilkerson,  Jr.  Silver  City,  N.M. 
Dunlop,  Woodrow  William  Manville,  R, I. 

Conway,  Walter  Clem  Abilene,  Texas 

Batjer,  John  Francis  Houston,  Texas 

Holcomb,  George  Lawrence  Kemp,  Texas 

Observation  Section 

Mavildin,  Whitefurd  Carlisle  Lockesburg,  Ark. 

Powell,  Thonas  Everett  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Tarro,  John  Albert  111. 

Lee,  I?obert  Iferrill  Me. 

Mosby,  John  Trueheart  Va. 

Stratton,  Wilbur  Harvey  Seattle,  Wash. 

Pursuit  Section 


Hammond,  Harry  Edwin  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

%)rague,  Charles  Andrews  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Robbins,  Charles  Louis  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Clingerman,  William  Ray,  Jr.  Terre  Haute, Ind. 
Holdiman,  Thomas  Alexander  Marshalltown,  Iowa 
Lesser,  Robert  Fales 
Mhgoffin,  Mbrton  David 
Ulricson,  John  Russell 
Cain,  William  Joseph,  Jr. 

Stark,  Charles  William,  Jr. 

Klocko,  Richard  Phillip 
Bondley,  Charles  John,  Jr, 

Wright,  Harold  Bell 
Ellis,  Gale  Eugene 
Holloway,  Bruce  Keener 
McElroy,  Ivan  Wilson 
Fellows,  Richard  William 
Eriksen,  John  Gordon 
Stevenson,  John  Dudley 

All  but  four  of  the  officers  above  listed 
are  secohd  lieutenants  and  members  of  the 
class  which  graduated  from  the  U.S.  MiJ-itary 
Acadeny,  West  Point,  N.Y. , June  12,  IBS'?*  The 
fovir  exceptions  are  Captain  John  Albert  Tarvo, 
-D-  V-7791,  A.C. 


L incol  nvili  e , Me. 
Deerwood,  MEinn. 
Milford,  N.H. 
Bayonne,  N.J. 
Trenton,  N.J. 
Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

Ohio 

Calvin,  Okla. 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Austin,  Texas 
Algoixa,  Wis. 
Milwaiicee,  Wis. 
Tie  Siding,  Wyo. 


Air  Corps;  1st  Lieuts.  Charles  John  Bondley, 

Jr.  , Coast  Artillery  €orps;  Eohert  Merrill  Lee, 
Cavalry,  and  Jolin  Trueheart  Moshy,  Infantry. 

F L Y I N C C A D E-  T-  S 

Attack  Section 


DeShazo,  Bohert  Vernon 
Young,  Sig  Eodgers 
Moffett,  Christopher  Otho 
Eylander,  Bichard  Murray 
Flack,  Rudolph  Srnil  West 
Eohinson,  Gerald  Graham 
Stuart,  Robert  Hartwell 
Cole,  Perry  Sherrran 
Welhorn,  Kenneth  l\foses 
Hichols,  Thomas  Brooks 
Huh oar d,  Ronald  Dean 
ivladre,  John  Douglas 
Howery,  Allen  iA)ore 
Arnold,  Walter  Erath 


Leeds,  Ala.  ! 
Tucson,  Ariz. 
Fordyce,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
San  Jose,  Calif. 
Washington,  Ind. 

Ky. 

Lexington,  Ky. 

Warren,  Ohio 
Menphis,  Term. 
Russellville,  Tenn. 
El  Paso,  Texas 


Bombardment  Section 


Wade,  Horace  Milton 
Courtney,  Harold  Douglas 
Green,  Edwin  Smith 
Lindsay,  James  Robert 
Hisbett,  Charles  Albert 
Manierre,  Ernest  Eoderic 
Proctor,  John  Peebles 
Carlton,  John  Noble 
EiseiJiart,  Charles  Marion 
McGinity,  Frank  Joseph 
Adams,  Jack 
Sharp,  Frank  Douglas 
Sullivan,  John  Lynn 
Bohnaker,  William  John 


Magnolia,  Ark. 
Fullerton,  Calif. 
Ircperial,  Calif. 
Santa  Paula,  Calif. 
East  Hartford,  Conn. i 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Athens , Ga. 
St. Peter,  Minn. 
Culbertson,  Neb.  j 
Denville,  N.J. j 
Walters,  Okla. | 
Salem,  Ore. | 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Platteville,  Wis*.  | 


Observation  Section 


Bacon,  Thomas  Philip 
Fitzgerald,  Ivlaurice  Joseph 
lifcGowan,  Leland  Stanford  ■ 
Hopper,  Rowland  Wells 
Lawrence,  Eeesor  Ivfett 
Heinlein,  Oscar  Allen 
Knorre,  Frederick  James, Jr. 
Eidson,  Hariy  Taylor 
Hamilton,  McHenry,  Jr* 
Casey,  Edward  Richard 
Longinp,  Houston  Yfelker,Jr. 
Nothstein,  Charles  Lewis 
Gilbert,  Hixntington  Kerr 
Kime,  Duane  Louis 


Bessemer,  Ala. 
Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Alhambra,  Calif. 
Fresno,  Calif. 
Oakland,  Calif. 
Sacramento , Calif. 
San  Francisco, Calif. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Alexandria,  La. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Silver  Creek,  Miss. 
Norman,  Okla. 
Dorset,  Vt. 
I\5ilwaukee,  Wis. 


PursTiit  Section 


Westbrook,  Sam  Wilkins 
Tuell , Joseph  Charles 
Roberts,  Jolin  Alva,  Jr. 
Willard,  Edward  DeLaney 
Cleveland,  William  H. 
Toliver,  Raymond  Frederick 
Starkey,  James  Fred 
Greasley,  Philip  Henry 
Shilling,  Eriksen  Emerson 
Fo-untain,  Willard  Asa 
Schw'artz,  Paul 
I'^kiitehouse,  Robert  Rempfer 
Salzarulo,  Raymond  Paul 
Kluever,  Arnold  F.A. 
Walker,  Arthur  James 
Feeney,  Francis  Robert 
Yurkanis,  Paul  John 


Faunsdale,  Ala. 
Bisbee,  Ariz. 
Beebe , Ark,  j 
Ibdesto,  Calif. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

Greeley,  Colo. 
W.  Hartford,  Conn. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Hialeah,  Fla. 
Tacpa,  Fla. 
Evanston,  111. 
Richmond,  Ind. 
Atlantic,  Iowa 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Boston,  Mass. 
South  Boston,  Mass. 


Bvillis,  Harry  J. 

Prichard,  William  Jesse 
Sparks,  Walter  William, Jr. 
Osborn,  John  William 
Thurman,  Wayne  Earl  ■ 

O’Brien,  Frank  Edwin  ' 

Healy,  John  Patrick 
Pinkston,  Gladwyn  Earl 
Ward,  Brewster 
Quinn,  Robert  Sidney 
Wiper,  Samuel  Bey 
Stefonowicz,  LeRoy  Len 
Rockey,  Guy  Hamilton 
MLoKechide,  Robert  Ross 
Mason,  Joe  Lennard 
Wintermute,  Ira  Francis 
Sullivan,  William  A. , Jr. 
Bajcter,  Forrest  Houston 
Knox,  John  Max 
Taylor,  Ozhurn  Early 
Holcombe,  Elton  Etol 
Slayden,  Van  Hatton  Fort 
iVfcEntire,  William  Elza 
Hubbard,  Glenn  El wood 


Portland,  l&dh.. 
Inverness,  l&ss. 
Inverness,  Ivhss. 
Lincoln,  Neb. 
Lincoln,  Neb. 
Concord,  N.H. 
North  Bergen,  N.J. 
Phillip sb-urg,  N.J. 
Buffalo,  N.'Y. 
Rochester,  N.Y. 
Sheldon,  N.D. 
Wildrose,  N.D. 

Athens,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Columbus , Ohio 
Salem,  Ore. 
AspiiE'Tall , Pa. 
Hazel,  S.D. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
Atlanta, Texas 
Sam  Houston,  Texas 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Durand,  Wis. 


It  v.dll  he  noted  that  the  State  of.  California 
leads  with  19  students  claiming  that  State  as 
their  home.  Texas  follows  next  with  9;  Arkan- 
sas, 8;  Tennessee,  7;  Ivlassachusetts,  New  York, 
and  Ohio,  6 each;  Indiana  and  Wisconsin,  5 each, 
and  reiraining  States  with  four  or  less.  In 
the  cities  represented  in  this  class,  Washing- 
ton, the  na-tion's  capital,  leads  with  five 
students,  followed  by  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
and  Hartford,  Conn,  , with  3 each;-  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. ; Boston,  Mass.';  Lincoln,  Neb. , and 
Na.shville,  Tena.  , with  2 each.  ■ None  of  the 
other  cities  represented  claim  more  than  one 
■student  each. 

The  lure  of  aviatiou  brought  the  namesakes  of 
three  famous  Americans  to  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  and  iidao  are  members  of  the  above 
mentioned  class  at  Kelly  Field.  The  namesakes 
are  Horace  Greeley,  John  L.  Sullivan  and  Harold 
Bell  Wright. 

Lieut.  Greeley  explained  that  he  is  a descend- 
ant of  the  farous  editor  of  the  New  York 
TRIBUNE,  who  coined  the  famous  phrase,  "Go 
Vfest,  Young  Man."  He  believes  he  is  a second 
or  third  nephev/  to  the  editor.  He  is  the 
youngest  son  of  the  late  Col.  M.N.  Greeley,  of 
New  York.  Because  there  was  no  Horace  Greeley 
in  the  imuediate  family,  it  vm,s  decided  to  name 
the  yoxmgest  son  after  the  great  editor. ' Two 
of  his  brothers  are  in  the  Army,  one  in  the 
Coast  Guard  and  one  in  civil  life.  , , 

Cadet  John  L,  Sullivan,  namesake  of  the  once 
world’s  heavyweight  champion,  is  a native  of 
Scranton,  Pa.  When  asked  if  his  father  was  a 
fight  fan,  Cadet  Sullivan,  aubum-haired  and 
freckled-face,  queried,  ’Wfliat  Irishman  isn’t?" 

Second  Lieut.  Harold  Bell  Wright,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  native  of  Calvin,  Okla.  , said  he 
started  out  in  life  as  Harold  Lambert  Wright, 
hut  while  a child  he  told  everyone  he  was 
Harold  Bell  Wright,  although  he  vms  too  young 
to  Icnovf  he  had  taken  the  name  of  a famous 
writer  of  novels  on  life  in  the  Ozark  Mountains 
Wright's  name  has  been  changed  officially  to 
Harold  Bell  Wri^t.  He  does  not  know  if  he  is 
related  to  the  novelist. 
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AIRPLANE  MAINTENANCE  BY  THE  88TH  SqUAERON 

Luring  the  recent  GHq  Air  Eorce  Exer- 
cises, the  Second  Provisional  Transport 
Sq'uadron  was  commended  hv  Major  Newton 
Longfellow,  who  had  for  his  officer  per- 
sonnel officers  attached  from  various 
other  organizations.  The  88th  Reconnais- 
sance Squadron,  Hamilton  Eield,  Calif,, 
furnished  three  of  the  five  airplanes 
used  hy  the  Transport  Squadron,  and  four 
of  the  airplanes  were  maintained  hy  the 
88th  Squadron  maintenance  crews. 

The  Transport  Squadron,  made  four  round 
trips  from  coast  to  coast,  piling  up  a 
lot  of  flyipg  hours.’  Tlie  maintenance 
crews  kept  the  ai3:^lanes  in  good  condi- 
tion and  established  some  sort  of  a 
record  for  keep'Uig  airplanes  in  commis- 
sion. The  total  ai2:q)lane  time  was  over 
700  ho’urs,  or  an  average  of  about  140 
hours  per  airplane.  One  airplane  had 
over  170  hours. 

On  one  return  trip  to  Hamilton  Field, 
the  Squadron  landed  at  6:45  p,m.  on  May 
5th.  Ihe  crews  set  to  work  and  perform- 
ed 40-hour  inspections  on  four  airplanes 
and  had  them  all  set  for  a 5:30  a.m, 
take-off  the  next  day.  May  6th,  This 
was  typical  of  all  overnight  stops.  When 
the  Squadron  landed  in  the  evening  or 
late  afternoon  after  flying  all  day,  the 
crews  would  start  right  in  on  their  ser- 
vicing and  inspections,  working  on  most 
occasions  long  after  dark  getting  the 
airplanes  ready  for  an  early  take-off 
the  next  day. 

Each  trip  took  four  days  of  flying, 
two  days  each  way  from  coast  to  coast. 

On  some  of  the  trips  an  extra  day  was 
necessitated  by  bad  weather. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Hamilton  Field  radio  station  was  able  to 
maintain  centact  with  the  airplanes  as 
far  as  Midland,  Texas,  a distance  of 
over  1,200  miles. 

The  88th  Squadron  is  proud  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  airplanes  performed  and 
of  their  maintenance  work  which  enabled 
the  Transport  Squadron  to  dart  back  and 
forth  across  the  United  States  wi’bhout 
any  unnecessary  delay  or  stopovers. 

oOo 

CAPTAIN  BRYTE  LEAVES  KELLY  FIELD 

Captain  Walter  G.  Eryte,  Air  Corps, 
commanding  the  64th  School  Squadron  at 
the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  departed  on  July 
9th  on  a leave  of  absence  prior  to  re- 
p®rting  to  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery, 

Ala. , in  September,  where  he  has  been 
ordered  t»  duty  as  a student  at  the  Air 
Ccrps  Tactical  School. 

.Captain  Bryte  graduated  from  the  U.S. 
Military  Acade^  with  the  Class  of  1925, 

, and  from  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
) School  in  September,  1926.  He  special- 
ized in  Bombardment  Aviation,  and  receiv- 
ed the  rating  of  ’’Airplane  Pilot."  He 


was  rated  as  "Airplane  Observer"  in 
1933.  He  has  been  on  duty  at  Kelly 
Field  since  March  15,  1935,  when  he  re- 
ported from  Nichols  Field,  Manila,  P.I, 
While  at  Kelly  Field  he  served  in  many 
important  capacities,  including: 

Instructor  in  the  Bombardment  Section 
from  March  15,  1935,  to  December  1, 

1936; 

Connnandant  of  Flying  Cadets  from  June 
1,  1936,  to  December.!,  1936 j 

Secretary  and  Public  Relations  Offi- 
cer, Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
from  December  1,  1936,  to  July,  1937. 

Since  the  date  last  mentioned  he  serv- 
ed as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  64th 
School  Squadron. 

Captain  Bryte’ s home  is  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.  Before  his  appointmentct&  the 
U.S.  Military  Academy,  he  attended  the 
University  of  California,  at  Los  Angeles 
in  1920  and  1921.  He  received  his  tem- 
porary promotion  to  the  rank  of  Captain 
on  April  20,  1935,  and  his  permanent  ap-  ’ 
pointment  on  AUfc^:ust  1st  of  that  year. 

It  is  7/ith  reluctance  that  his  host  of 
friends,  both  Army  and  civilian,  see  him 
leave  San  Antonio,  and  all  join  in  wish- 
ing him  the  best  of  luck  and  success. 

oOo . 

TROPHIES  AND  MEDALS  WON  BY  PISTOL  EXPERT 

A Kelly  Field  officer,  who  is  very 
handy  with  the  pistol,  has  broi^ht  home 
the  bacon  so  often  as  to  make  it  appear 
that  he  should  be  well  supplied  with 
this  item  of  food  which  goes  along  with 
the  eggs. 

According  to  the  Kelly  Field  Correspon- 
dent, 1st  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Densford, 

Air  Corps,  popular  Observation  Flying 
Instructor  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  took  time  out  between  class- 
es and  went  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  liter- 
ally cleaned  up  on  the  18th  Annual  State 
Pistol' Matches,  which  were  conducted  in 
that  fair  city  from  J-une  18th  to  the 
22nd,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Texas 
State  Rifle  Association. 

Lieut,  Densford  participated  as  an  in- 
dividual shooter,  and  while  he  did  not 
capture  the  State  Pistol  Chanipionship 
he  never'theless  walked  away  with  four 
matches,,  winning  four  first  places,  four 
second,  one  third  and  two  fourths.  Lieut, 
Densford  bettered  his  scores  of  last 
year  in  most  of  the  shoots  he  won.  His 
nemesis  of  this  and  previous  years,  Mr. 
Charles  Ashkins,  of  the  Texas  Border 
Patrol,  won  the  title,  although  he  did 
not  -take  a single  match,  his  aggregate 
topping  that  of  Lieut,  Densford  by  four 
points. 

Included  in  the  "spoils"  brought  home 
by  Lieut,  Densford  were  four  trophies, 
seven  silver  medals  and  three  bronze 
medals,  which  were  placed  on  display  at 
Post  Headquarters  for  all  to  admire  and 
envy.  . ■ . 

( Continued  on  Page  8 ) . 
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V-7791,  A.C. 


PERSOMEL  GHAEGES.  IN  THE  CHIEE*  S OEEICE 


Ten  Air  Corps  officers  and  one  Medical 
Corps  officer,  who  are  nearing _ the  com- 
pletion of  their  tour  of  duty  in  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
Washington.,  D.C.,  are  slated  for  duty 
at  the  stations  indicated,  viz: 

‘Lieut.  Colonel  M.C.  Grow,  Medical 
Corpsj  Chisf»  Medical  Section,  Personnel 
Division,  to  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Lieut,  Colonel  Robert  LeG.  Walsh, Chief 
of  the  Reserve  Division,  to  dut^'  as  stu- 
dent, Army  Industrial  College. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Gerald  E.  Brower,  Sup- 
ply Division,  to  the  Army  Vfar  College 
for  duty  as  student. 

Major  Charles  P.  Prime,  of  the,  Train- 
ing and  Operations  Division,  to  Bolling 
Field,  D,  C. 


Major  Alvan  C.  Kincaid,  of 


the  Train- 
to  duty  as 


ing  and  Operations  Division,  „ 

student  at  the  Command  and  General  Staff 
School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

Majors  Rowland  C.W.  Blessley,  Reserve 
Division;  Tiiilliam  33,  Souza,  Training  and 
Operations  Division;  James  A.  Mollison, 
Personnel  Division,  and  Captain  Donald 
F.  Stace,  Supply  Division,  to  duty  as 
students  at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala, 

Major  Edward  V.  Harheck,  Inspection 
Division,  to  San  Diego,  Calif.,  as  Air 
Corps  Technical  Supervisor. 

Major  Morton  H.  McKinnon,  Personnel 
Division,  to  duty  as  student  at  the  Army 
War  College.  • 

Of  the  Air  Corps  officers  due  to  re- 
port for  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  Brig.  General  George 
H.  Brett  goes  to  the  Executive  Office; 

Colonel  Henry  Vj.  Harms,  Major  Ennis  C. 
Whitehead  and  Captain  Donald  F.  Fritch 
to  the  Supply  Division; 

Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  J.  Platt,  Medi- 
cal Corps,  to  the  Medical  Section,  Per- 
sonnel Division; 

Major  Warren  R.  Carter  and  Captain 
John  F.  McBlain  to  the  Training  and 
Operations  Divisionj 

Major  Barney  M.  Giles  to  the  Inspec- 
tion Division; 

Major  Austin  W.  Martenstein.  to  the 
Finance  Division; 

Major  Omer  0.  Niergarth  and  Captain 
Donald  R.  Goodrich  to  the  Personnel  Di- 
vision; 

Major  Robert  M.  Webster  to  the  Plans 
Section; 

Captain  Cecil  E.  Henry  to  the  Reserve 
Division. 

oOo 


peted  in  two  Territorial  championship 
shoots,  capturing  first  place  both  times. 
He  also  participated  in  the  Texas  State 
Matches  in  1936  and  1937,  winning  second 
place  - as  he  did  this  year.  Pa;tTolman 
Aslikins  nosed  him  out  of  first  place  at 
each  of  those  shoots,  as  he  did  this 
year.  The  winner  of  this  year's 
matches,  which  were  figured  on  an  abro- 
gate basis,  scored  1133  in  five  matches, 
against  1129  for  Lieut,  Densford,  and 
out  of  a possible  1200. 

The  Kelly  Field  participant  used  .22, 
.38  and  ,45  caliber  pistols  in  these 
matches.  He  is  a member  of  the  Liberty 
Pistol  and  Rifle  Club  ( San  Antonio)  but 
did  not  compete  under  its  auspices  this 
year,  as  there  were  insufficient  numbers 
of  its  membership  to  make  up  a team. 

All  the  members  of  Kelly  Field  - and 
the  shooting  fraternity  especially  - were 
immensely  pleased  with  the  achievements 
of  their  gun  totin'  flying  instructor, 
and  wish  him  continued  success  in  many 
pistol  shoots  to  come  in  the  future, 
with  the  conviction  that  he  will  always 
bring  home  the  bacon. 

oOo — - 
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LOWRY  FIELD  HOLDS  OPEN  HOUSl 


LIEUT.  DENSFORD  (From  Page  7 ) 


Lieut.  Densford* s outstanding  pistol 
shooting  dates  back  from  the  days  he  was 
attending  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School  at  Kelly  Field,  when  in  1932  he 
won,  the  State  Championship.  While  serv- 
ing in  the  Hawaiian  Department  he  com- 

-B 


More  than  12,000  residents  of  Denver 
and  vicinity  took  advantage  of  Lowry 
Field' s first  "open  house"  to  see  how  the 
Air  Corps  lives  and  to  look  at  the  equip- 
ment used  in  teaching  students  the  sub- 
jects of  Armament  and  Photography. 

Starting  at  1:30  p.m. , Sunday,  June 
27th,  a steady  line  of  cars  began  pouring 
into  the  post,  and  when  the  closing  hour 
arrived  at  5:30  p.m.,  it  was  hard  for 
most  of  those  present  to  break  away  from 
the  thousands  of  interesting  items  on 
display. 

Several  mothers  were  seen  to  point  out 
to  their  sons  the  orderly  manner  in  which 
the  soldiers  make  their  beds  and  place 
their  shoes  beneath  them. 

Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  work  of 
the  Armament  Department.  The  collection 
of  machine  guns",  dummy  bombs,  bomb  racks, 
machine  gun  synchronization  apparatus  and 
gun  cameras  kept  the  huge  throng  con- 
stantly asking  questions  of  the  military 
personnel  on  duty. 

Equal  interest  was  ma,nifested  in  the 
Photographic  Department,  where  dozens  of 
huge  and  expensive  cameras  were  on  dis- 
play. Many  candid  camera  enthusiasts 
kept  the  photo  students  and  instructors 
on  their  toes  answering  questions. 

Lieut,  Colonel  Junius  w,  Jones  was 
greatljr  inpressed  by  the  huge  crowd,  and 
indications  ?/ere  that  future  visiting 
days  may  be  designated. 


Colonel  Jacob  H.  Rudolph,  Air  Coips, 
reported  for  duty  and  assumed  command  of 
Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo.,  on  July  1st, 
relieving  Lieut,  Colonel  Junius  ¥.  Jones, 
assigned  to  duty  in  Washington,  D. C, 
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LIEUT.  GO WEE  LOSES  LIEE  II  CEASE 

The  crash  of  a E-lOB  Bomber  on  July 
11,  1938,  at  Paitilla  Point,  on  the  out- 
' skirts  of  Panama  City,  E.epublic  of 
Panama,  resulted  in  the  death  of  1st 
Lieut. ^ Paul  R.  Gowen,  Air  Corps.  His  two 
companions  in  the  plane,  1st  Lieut. 
Kenneth  R.  Crosher  and  Private  Gareth  H. 
Bundy,  Air  Corps,  survived  the  crash, 
the  former  sustaining  minor  burns  and 
the  latter  major  burns. 

A graduate  of  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Academy,  West  Point,  I.Y, , June  13, 
1933,  the  deceased  officer  was  commis- 
sioned a second  lieutenant  in  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  and  assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  for  flying  training.  Graduating 
from  the  Primary  Plying  School,  Randolph 
Pieldj  Texas,  June  30,  1934,  he  special- 
ised in  Attack  Aviation  at  the  Advanced 
Plying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and 
graduated  therefrom  October  13,  1934,  on 
which  date  he  was  rated  as  ’‘Airplane 
Pilot."  He  was  then  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  20th  Pursuit  Group  at  Barksdale 
Field,  Shreveport,  La.  In  January,  1937, 
he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Panama 
Canal  Department. 

Lieut.  Gowen  was  29  years  of  age  and  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Idaho. 

The  Air  Corps  sends  its  deep  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  relatives  of  this  pro- 
mising young  officer  who  lost  his  life 
in  the  service. 

I oOo 

DEATH  OF  LIEUT.  COLONEL  ERNEST  CLARK 

The  death  on  June  30,  1938,  at  the 
Marine  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Md. , of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Ernest  Clark,  removed 
from  the  ranks  of  the  Air  Corps  an  offi- 
cer of  superior  qualifications  and  one 
who  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fel- 
low officers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
chapel  at  Fort  Myer,  Va. , on  the  morning 
of  July  5th,  and  interment  was  in  the 
Arlington  Cemetery.  Tlie  honorary  pall- 
bearers were  Lieut.  Colonels  M.F.  Davis, 
Vincent  B.  Dixon,  Rosenham  Beam,  W.  E. 
Farthing,  Ira  C.  Eaker  and  Major  David  G. 
Lingle. 

A native  of  Terre  Haute , Ind. , where 
he  was  born  on  December  13,  1884,  Col. 
Clark  for  a period  of  three  years  from 
March  15,  1899,  served  as  an  enlisted 
m^  in  the  10th  U.S,  Infantry,  and  was 
discharged  as  a sergeant.  Reenlisting 
on  July  31,  1902,  he  was  assigned  to 
Company  G,  20th  Infantry,  and  he  served 
therewith  until  discharged  by  purchase, 
as  a corporal,  August  24,  1903.  While 
with  the  Infantry,  he  saw  service  in- 
Cuba. 

Beginning  in  1907,  Colonel  Clark,  for 
a period  of  ten  years,  served  with  the 
I'  Indiana  National  Guard.  He.  was  commis- 
sioned a second  lieubenaut  on  February 


24j  1908,  and  was  promoted  to  first 
lieutenant  on  December  30,  1914.  From 
July  15,  1916,  to  February  1,  1917,  he 
was  aide-de-canp  to  Brigadier  General 
E.M.  Lewis,  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Indiana  Brigade,  at  which  time  it 
was  in  the  Federal  service  on  the 
Mexican  border. 

In  March,  1917,  Colonel  Clark  was 
authorized  by  the  Militia  Bureau  in 
Washington  to  take  the  course  in  avia- 
tion at  the  Signal  Corps  Aviation  School 
at  Saii  Diego,  Calif.  He  completed  the 
course  and  qualified  for  the  rating  of 
Junior  Military  Aviator  in  July,  1917. 

Appointed  a temporary  1st  Lieutenant, 
Signal  Corps,  U.S.  Army,  on  November  14, 
1917.  he  was  officially  rated  a Junior 
Military  Aviator  on  the  same  date.  He 
continued  on  duty  at  San  Diego,  serving 
as  Assistant  to  the  Officer  in  Charge 
of  Flying  until  his  transfer  to  March 
Field,  Calif. , for  duty  as  Officer  in 
Charge  of  Flying.  While  on  duty  at  San 
Diego,  he  established  the  auxiliary 
flying  field  at  Otay  Mesa,  then  known 
as  "Bast  Field,"  and  had  direct  charge, 
being  responsible  for  all  flying  at 
this  field. 

At  March  Field,  Colonel  Clark  not 
only  established  the  course  of  flying 
instruction  thereat,  but  made  an  envi- 
able record  in  having  given  28,000  hours 
of  instruction  to  flying  cadets  without 
a fatality. 

In  March,  1919,  Colonel  Clark  assumed 
the  additional  duty  of  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Flying  School  Detachment,  and 
for  a number  of  months  he  also  served  as 
Executive  Officer  of  the  field.  During 
the  summer  months  of  1920  he  was  in 
charge  of  Forest  Fire  Patrol  operations. 

Transferred  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantotil, 
Ill.j  in  April,  1921,  Colonel  Clark  was 
stationed  at  this  field  until  October  6, 
1927.  During  this  period,  his  duties 
were  varied  in  character.  He  commanded 
the  Air  Serv3.ce  Teclinical  School  Detach- 
ment, was  Executive  Officer  of  the 
field,  Intelligence  Officer,  Provost 
Marshal,  Post  Operations  Officer j En- 
gineering Officer  and  Meteorological  Of- 
ficer. For  a number  of  years  he  com- 
manded the  15th  Observation  Squadron. 

At  his  next  station,  Langley  Field, 

Va. , Colonel  Clark  was'Post  and  Wing 
Operations  Officer,  Post  Airv/ays  Offi- 
cer, and  Post  Information  Officer  until 
July,  1928.  He  was  then  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  59th  Service  Squadron, 

2nd  Bombardment  Group.  For  several 
months  he  was  in  temporary  command  of 
the  2nd  Bombardment  Group. 

Transferred  to  Bolling  Field,  D. C.,  in 
February,  1929,  he  was  placed  in  command 
of _ the  Air  Corps  Detachment  thereat.  For 
brief  periods  he  served  as  Executive  Of- 
ficer and  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Field. 

(Continued  on  Page  12). 
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IITH  BOIffiAEDMENT  SQUAEROE  CELEBRATES 

Observance  of  the  21st  anniversary 
of  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Hamilton  Eield,  _ Calif . , "''^as 
celebrated  on  Jijiie  25th  with  a picnic  at 
McHear*s  Beach,  a few  miles  from  San 
Rafael.  All  types  of  recreation  were 
available  to  the  men  of  the  "Eleventh," 
their  friends  and  guests.  A public  ad- 
dress system  was  taken  along  for  dancing 
in  the  evening  after  the  soldiers  made 
the  most  of  swimming  and  games  in  the 
far  famed  California  sun. 

The  11th  Bombardiaent  Squadron  was  or- 
ganised at  Kelly  Field,  Texas, _on  June 
26th,  1917,  from  personnel  derived  from 
Company  "E,"  Provisional  Aviation  School, 
Signal  Corps.  After  intensive  training 
both  at  Kelly  Field  and  Scott  Field,  the 
Squadi’on  was  ordered  to  England  December 
18,  1917,  oh  H.M. S.  "Orduna. " Disembark- 
ing at  Greenbrock,  Scotland,  December  31, 
1917,  the  Squadron  a,rrived  at  Y/inchester , 
England,  January  1,  1918. 

At  Maulan,  shortly  after  leaving  their 
first  front  line  station  of  i^manty, 

July,  1918,  the  Squadron  Insignia  was 
adopted.  Conceived  in  the  mud  of  the 
front  lines,’  "Jiggs"  was  supposed  to 
typify  the  long  suffering  and  patient 
spirit  of  the  Eleventh,  as  it  met  with 
many  disappointments  in  its  effort  to 
get  into  action. 

Privates  Hal  Green  and  Lawrence  Larson 
conceived  the  idea  of  "Jiggs"  for  the 
Squadron  Insignia,  and  it  was  drawn  by 
Sergeant  Clement  Jenkins. 

The  unofficial  record  shows  that 
"Jiggs"  accompanied  the  Squadron  on  32 
bombing  raids,  engaged  in  17  combats  and 
has  official  confirmation  of  13  victo- 
ries. 

A few  years  ago,  Mr,  George  McManus, 
the  famous  creator  of  the  Maggie  and 
Jiggs  cartoon,  obligingly  drew  the  car- 
toon for  the  Eleventh,  thus  perfecting 
and  adding  to  the  attractive  insignia  a 
feeling  that  Mr.  McManus  alone  can  put 
into  his  cartoons. 

General  Orders  Ho.  5,  War  Department, 
1926,  awarded  four  battle  credits  to^the 
Squadron  at  Lorraine,  St.  Mihiel,  and 
the  Meuse-Argonne.  Thirteen  victories 
of- the  Squadron  received  official  con- 
firmation. During  the  32  bombing^ raids 
and  17  combats  in  which  it  participated, 
the  Squadron  suffered  20  casualties,  con- 
sisting of  10  killed,  8 taken  pris9ner, 
one  wounded  and  one  missing  in  action. 

oOo 

_ Master  Sergeant  Charley  J.  Osburn, 

Air  Corps,  stationed  at  the  Advanced 
Flying  Schtsol,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  is 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  effective 
July  31,  T938. 


PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  ERUPTING  VOLCAImO 

Army  airmen  stationed  in  the  Philip- 
pines took  a number  of  interesting  photo- 
gra,phs  of  Mt.  Mayon,  the  world's  most 
perfect  volcano,  in  action.  After  ten 
years  of  inactivity,  this  volcano  erupt- 
ed on  June  4th,  last,  forcing  thousands 
of  natives  to  flee  from  their  homes. 

Mt.  Mayon,  which  towers  to  a height  of 
8,274  feet  and  rises  straight  out  of  the 
coastal  plain,  is  located  five  miles 
northv/est  of  the  city  of  Legaspi,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Albay  on  the 
island  of  Luzon.  It  is  approximately  ■ 
210  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Manila. 
Chiefly  noted  for  being  one  of  the 
world’s  most  symmetrically  conical  vol- 
canoes, Mt.  Mayon  is  one  of  several 
active  volcanoes  left  in  the  Philippines. 
Its  activity  is  limited  to  smoking  and 
periodical  eruptions. 

Almost  ten  years  ago,  on  July  2,  1928, 
the  coast  town  of  Libog,  P.I.,  then 
having  a population  of  7,000,  and  sever- 
al villages,  were  virtually  destroyed 
by  the  lava  from  this  volcano. 

In  the  1928  volume  of  the  Air  Corps 
News  Letter,  the  following  item  was 
found  under  notes  from  Nichols  Field 
and  mider  the  caption  "5th  Photo 
Section" ; 

"Lieut.  John  D.  Corkille,  pilot,  and 
Lieut.  George  ¥,  G-oddard,  photographer, 
flew  to  Legaspi  and  made  some  interest- 
ing photogr-oqhs  of  Mayon  volcano,  which 
is  in  eruption  at  the  present  time." 

oOo- — 

FLYING  ACTIVITIES  OF  3RD  TRANSPORT  SQDN. 

Tlie  pilots  of  the  Third  Transport 
Squadron,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan 
Field,  Texas,  have  flown  an  average  of 
688  hours  each  during  the  past  fiscal 
year. 

The  eight  pilots  of  the  Squadron,  1st 
Lieuts.  M.H.  Warren  (Commanding) , L.P. 
Kleinoeder,  C.B.  Collier,  2nd  Lieuts. 

T.K.  Dorsett,  P.S.  Blair,  Master  Ser- 
geant C.P.  Smith,  Technical  Sergeant 
P.B.  Jackson  and  Staff  Sergeant  F. 0. 
Tyler,  have  flown  5,511  hours  without 
even  a minor  accident.  Technical  Ser- 
geant Jackson,  with  a total  of  785  hours, 
had  the  highest  amount  of  flj^ing  time. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states: 
"This  is  an  exceptionally  well  qualified 
group,  having  an  average  of  3,070  hours' 
total  time  per  pilot.  Since  the  first 
C-33  transport  was  received  20  months 
ago,  these  airplanes  have  been  flown 
over  a half  million  miles  without  even  a 
minor  accident  and  with  only  one  forced 
landing,  on  which  occasion  the  airplane, 
fully  loaded,  was  flown  on  one  engine 
to  Austin,  Texas,  and  landed  without 
mishap.  This  forced  landing  was  due  to 
a material  failure  and  was  not  caused  by 
(Continued  on  Page  12). 
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AlR-mCK  INSTRUMENT  LANDING  SYSTEM 


PERMANENT  RElilNDERS  OE  A WORLD  WAR  HERO 


The  improved  Air-Track  Instmment  Land- 
ing S3''stem,  manufactured  by  the  Washing- 


The  various  medals  and  engraved  cita- 
tions, once  the  treasured  possessions  of 


) ton  Institute  of  Technology,  was  inspect-  the  late  Lieut.  Colonel  William  Thav/, 
ed  and  fli^t  tested  a.t  Pittsburgh,  Pa. , 
by  a representative  of  the  Air  Corps  Ma- 
teriel Division,  Wright  Eield,  Ohio,  In 
his  report,  it  was  stated  that  this  land- 
ing system  as  now  installed  at  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Airport,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
presents  a system  much  improved  over 
that  tested  oy  representatives  of  the 
Materiel  Division  at  College  Park,  Md. , 
in  June  and  July,  1936,  and  provides  in- 
formation which  would  indicate  that  the 
straight  line  glide  path  will  be  a desir- 
able as  well  as  an  essential  feature  of 
any  future  instrument  landing  system. 

O^hls  straight  line  glide  path  is,  of 
course,  under  development  by  several 
agencies, ^including  the  Army,  at  the 
present  time.  The  glide  path  of  the  Air- 
Track  Instrument  Landing  System  had  only 
a slight  curvature,  and  the  straighten- 
ing out  of  this  path  made  it  possible  for 
it  to  be  followed  much  more  accurately 
and  with  greater  ease  than  any  previous- 
ly tested. 

oOo 

OEEICERS  ASSIGNED  TO  RANDOLPH  EIELD 

The  following -named  Air  Corps  officers 
were  relieved  from  further  assignment 
, and^duty  at  the  stations  indicated  and 
) assigned  to  duty  at  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center  at  Randolph  Eield,  Texas: 

Captain  James  E.  Phillips,  from  Edge- 
wood  Arsenal,  Md. 

Captain  Elmer  T.  Rundquist,  from  Port 
Riley,  Kansas. 

1st  Lieut.  William  C.  Dolan,  from 
Brooks  Eield,  Texas. 

_lst  Lieut s.  Richard  E.  Ellsworth  and 
Richard  H.  Wise,  from  Mitchel  Eield, N.Y. 

1st  Lieuts.  William  J.  Holzapfel,  Jr., 

I^ke  E,  Meyer  and  2nd  Lieut.  Wilbur  W. 

Anng,  from  Maxwell  Eield,  Ala. 

1st  Lieuts.  Kurt  M.  Landon.  and  Eari'  E. 

Signer, ^ from  Scott  Eield,  111. 

1st  Lieut.  John  W.  Persons,  from 
Bolling  Eield,  D.C. 

1st  Lieut.  Lloyd  H.  Tull,  from 
Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. 

oOo 


) 


Lieut.  Colonel  Harold  M.  McClelland, 

Air  Corps,  has  been  detailed  as  a member 
of  the  General  Staff  Corps  and  assigned 
to  the  War  Department  General  Staff. 

Effective ^August  3,  1928,  he  is  reliev- 
ed from  assignment  and  duty  at  the  Gen- 
eral Headquarters  Air  Eorce,  Langley 

Ya. , and  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington, 
D.C. 

oOo 

Captain  Erancis  B,  Valentine,  Air 

was  promoted  to  Major  ( tenroorary) , 
with  rank  from  June  27,  1938. 


Air  Service,  one  of  America’s  outstand- 
ing heroes  of  the  World  War,  will  be  on 
display  sometime  in  the  future  at  the 
Army  Aeronautical  Museum  at  Wright  Field. 
Dayton,  Ohio.  These  mementoes  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Air  Corps  by  llirs.  Benjamin 
Thaw,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  widow  of  the 
brother  of  Colonel  Thaw.  At  their  per- 
manent resting  place  at  Wright  Eield, 
they  will  serve  as  a reminder  to  future 
generations  of  American  youth  of  the 
gallant  airmen  who  gave  their  all  for 
the  defense  of  democracy  during  the 
Vi!  or  Id  War. 

At  the  age  of  40,  Colonel  Thaw  died 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  Aj)ril  22,  1934. 
The  airman,  whose  feats  in  aerial  com- 
bat as  commander  of  the  Lafayette 
Escadrille  made  illuminating  chapters 
in  the  history  of  war-time  aviation, 
succumbed  to  pneumonia. 

As  an  early  aviation  enthusiast. 
Colonel  Thaw  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
its  development  before  the  outbrealo  of 
the  v/ar.  During  that  great  conflict  he 
came  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing figures  in  the  air  operations 
in  the  war-torn  area,  and  he  became  the 
leader  of  the  heroic  little  band  of 
American  flyers  who  plunged  into  the 
conflict  almost  at  ibs  beginning  as  sol- 
diers of  France,  and  who  later  became 
identified  by  the  now  famous  name  of  the 
"Lafayette  Escadrille." 

Story  after  story  of  German  planes 
brought  down,  and  of  heroic  battles  in 
the  undeveloped  war-time  planes,  center- 
ed the  attention  of  the  world  on  the 
Lafayette  Escadrille.  Colonel  Tliaw  was 
frequently  cited  for  heroic  action,  and 
before  the  war  had  been  in  progress  two 
years  he  was  awarded  the  French  govern- 
ment' s Military  Cross,  the  highest  honor 
which  can  be  attained  by  a French  sol- 
dier. 

Long  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
Colonel  Thaw  and  his  brother,  Alexander 
Blair  Emw,  were  conducting  experiments 
on  aircraft  devices,  and  the  latter  de- 
veloped an  automatic  stabilizer.  In 
1914,  the  two  brothers  went  to  France  in 
an  endeavor  to  interest  the  French  gov- 
ernment in  that  device.  Shortly  there- 
after, the  war  broke  out,  and  Colonel 
Thaw  remained  in  France  to  enlist  with 
121  other  Americans  in  a volunteer 
foreign  legion  organized  when  the  hos- 
tilities began.  He  entered  as  a private 
and  while  still  holding  that  rank  was 
transferred  in  December,  1914,  to  the 
flying  corps..  He  served  with  various 
squadrons  on  the  front  lines  and,  during 
the  course  of  his  service  with  the 
French  air  force,  he  was  promoted  at 
various  times  and  reached  the  ra:^  of 
1st  Lieutenant  on  May  22,  1916. 
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On  October  17,  1917,  he  was  given  com- 
mand of  the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  and  in 
the  following  month  he  was  transferred 
to  the  American  Air  Service.  He  was 
commissioned  a Major  on  Hoveraher  7, 

1917,  and  given  the  command  of  the  103rd 
Pursuit  Squadron  on  January  10,  1918.  On 
August  1,  1918,  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  3rd  Pursuit  Group,  and  on  October 
15,  1918,  he  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

VJhile  with  the  U.  S.  Air  Service  over- 
seas, Co3.onel  Thaw  was  on  active  flying 
duty  in  the  various  offensives  in  which 
the  American  Army  was  engaged.  He  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  in  December, 

1918,  and  commanded  Rockwell  Field, 
Calif.,  until  July,  1919,  when  he  was 
honorably  discha?.*ged  from  the  service. 

Following  his  return  to  civil  life. 
Colonel  Thaw  entered  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Pittsburgh,  but  maintained  his 
interest  in  aviation  and  made  frequent 
flights.  He  first  learned  to  fly  at  the 
Curtiss  School  of  Aviation  at  Hammonds- 
port,  H.Y.,  June  to  August,  1913.  He 
•i'lew  from  Hewport,  via  Hew  Haven,  to 
New  York,  with  another  airman,  Steve 
Macgordon,  flying  under  the  East  River 
bridges  and  around  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 
This  was  in  October,  1913.  In  December 
of  that  year  he  flew  a Curtiss  flying 
boat  in  Florida.  Early  the  next  year 
he  flew  a Curtiss  hydroplane  at  various 
localities  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

The  medals,  engraved  citations, ^ etc. , 
turned  over  by  Mrs.  Thaw  to  the  Air 
Corps,  are  enumerated  below,  as  follows; 

1.  Citation  for  the  Distinguished  Ser- 
vice Cross,  signed  by  General  John  J. 
Pershing,  with  the  decoration  affixed  to 
the  citation. 

2.  Citation,  dated  April  19,  1919,  and 
signed  by  General  Pershing,  commending 
Lieut.  Colonel  Thaw  for  exceptionally 
meritorious  and  conspicuous  service  as 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  103rd  Pursuit 
Squadron. 

3.  Citation  for  the  A La'Ordre  de 
L'Armee,  to  which  is  affixed  the  Croix 
de  Guerre  decoration,  with  four  palms 
pinned  on  the  ribbon. 

4.  Citation  for  the  Ordre  National  de 
La  Legion  D’Honneur,  dated  April  9,  1919, 
conferred  by  the  President  of  France  on 
Lieut.  Colonel  Thaw.  The  decoration  is 
affixed  to  the  certificate. 

5.  A history  of  the  3rd  Pursuit  Group, 
1st  Pursuit  Wing,  1st  Army,  comprising 
eight  aiugJ^spaced  typewritten  pages, 
mounted  oii  heavy  cardboard. 

6.  Large  sheet  of  parchment  paper,  on 
the  bottom  half  of  which  are  inscribed 
the  names  cf  pilots  of  the  28th,  93rd, 
103rd  and  213th  Squadrons,  credited  with 
bringing  down  enemy  planes,  and  the  num- 
ber thereof.  At  the  top  of  this  sheet, 
painted  in  colors,  an  eagle  is  perched 
on  the  top  of  a scroll  wherein  there  is 
inscribed  the  words  "Roll  of  Honor  of 
the  3rd  Pursuit  Group."  Underneath  this. 


painted  in  appropriate  colors,  are  the 
insignia  of  the  squadrons  above  mention- 


ed. 

7.  A large  frame,  on  the  left  ap- 
pearing a letter  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Thaw, 
dated  Paris,  France,  January  14.  1918, 
written  by  Mr.  Lawrence  V.  Benet,  Chair- 
man of  the  Foreign  Service  Committee, 

Aero  Club  of  America,  and  stating  that 
in  recognition  of  the  splendid  service 
Colonel  Thaw  rendered  as  founder  of  the 
Franco-American  Flying  Corps,  there  is 
bestowed  upon  him  the  Special  War  Medal 
of  the  Aero  Club  of  America.  This  medal 
is  fastened  at  the  top  center  in  the 
frame.  At  the  right  is  an  engraved  cer- 
tificate of  the  Ligue  Aeronautique  de 
France,  dated  June  14,  1917,  e-qpressing 
praise  and  gratitude  to  Colonel  Thaw,  of 
the  Lafayette  Escadrille,  and  awarding 
him  the  Medal  of  the  League.  This  medal, 
which  is  more  in  the  form  of  a plaque, 
is  fastened  at  the  bottom  center  of  the 
frame. 
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COLONEL  CLAPJC  (From  Page  9 ). 


In  June,  1931,  Colonel  Clark  arrived 
in  the  Hawaiian  Department  and  assumed 
command  of  the  18th  Pursuit  Group  at 
Wheeler  Field,  Schofield  Barracks,  T.H. 

He  was  repeatedly  commended  by  his  su- 
perior officers  for  the  excellent  man- 
ner in  which  he  administered  his  co'inmand. 

After  over  four  years  of  service  in, 
Hawaii,.  Colonel  Clark,  in  November, 

1935,  reported  for  duty  with  the  1st 
Pursuit  Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt. 
Clemens,  Mich.  On  March  19,  1937,  he 
began  his  duties  as  Air  Officer  of  the 
3rd  Corps  Area  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Commissioned  a Captain  in  the  Air 
Corps,  Regular  on  September  23, 

1920,  he  wras  promoted  to  Major  on  March 
1,  1931,  and  to  Lieut.  Colonel  (teinpora- 
ry) , March  12,  1935. 

oOo-' — 
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THIRD  TRA1^~SP0RT  SQUADRON  (From  Page  10). 


faulty  maintenance,  therefore,  although 
the  pilots  have  hung  up  an  excellent 
record,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
the  enlisted  personnel  who  have  made 
this  possible  through  excellent  mainten- 
ance. 

During  the  past  year,  approximately 
one  and  one-half  million  pounds  of 
freight  was  moved  in  and  out  of  the  San 
Antonio  Depot  by  air. 

oOo 


War  Department  Special  Orders  announc- 
ed the  temporary  appointment  of  Captain 
Hobart  R.  Yeagor,  Air  Corps,  to  the 
grade  of  Major,  with  rank  from  July  1, 
1958, 

Major  Arthur  G.  Hamilton,  Brooks  Field,|; 
Texas,  was  transferred  to  Marshall  Field, 
Nans. , for  duty  with  1st  Observation  Sqd. 
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WOHLD  FLIGHT  A IviATTER  OF  HOIIRS 


Years  ago,  when  Jules  Verne,  the  fa- 
mous novelist,  wrote  his  hook  "A  Tour  of 
the  World  in  Eighty  Days,”  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  little  did  he  dream  that  his 
fanciful  vision  of  fast  travel  aroun.d 
the  globe  would  actually  be  reduced  to  a 
matter  of  hours. 

Throu^'h  his  remarkable  achievement  of 
encircling  the  globe  and  covering  a dis- 
tance of  14,824  miles  in  QlJ-  hours, 
Howard  Hughes,  America’s  Wo.  1 Sportsman 
Pilot,  demonstrated  once  more  the  supre- 
macy of  the  United  States  in  aviation. 

Sunday  evening,  July  10th,  at  6; SO 
p.m. , E. S,T.,  he  took  off  from  Floyd 
Bennett  Field,  W.Y. , and  Thursday  after- 
noon, Jul;'-  14th,  the  wheels  of  his  spe- 
cial Lockheed  monoplane  rolled  to  a stop 
at  this  same  airport  at  1:34  o’clock, 
E.S.T. 

And  in  the  meantime]-  Monday,  at  10*.  55 
a.ra. , E.S.T. , he  arrived  in  P^ris,  after 
crossing  the  turbulent  Atlantic  and  cov- 
ering a distance  of  3,641  miles  in  16 
hours  and  35  minutes.  At  7:24  p.m.  that 
day,  after  refueling  and  repairs,  he  tods 
off  for  Moscow,  where  he  arrived  on 
Tuesday  morning  at  3:13,  covering  1,675 
miles  in  7 hours  and  49  minutes. 

Two  hours  and  12  minutes  later,  after 
refueling,  the  flight  was  resumed,  and 
Omsk,  U.S.S.R.,  was  reached  at  1:00 
p.m,,  the  distance  of  1,380  miles  being 
covered  in  7 hours  and  35  minutes. 

At  5:37  p.m.,  the  American  airman 
took  off  on  the  next  leg  of  their  flight 
to  Yakutsk,  Siberiaj  a distance  of  2,177 
miles,  and  they  arrived  there  at  4:08 
a.m, , Wednesday,  after  flying  10  hours 
and  31  minutes. 

Less  than  three  hours  later,  at  7:01 
a.m. , the  monoplane  was  again  in  the 
air  and  headed  toward  Fairbaiiks,  Alaska, 
a distance  of  2,456  miles.  'This  hasiar- 
dous  "hop"  was  covered  in  12  hours  and 
17  minutes.  Th.ey  arrived  at  7:18  p.m. 

The  airmen  stopped  in  Fairbanks  only 
an  hour  and  18  minutes,  taking  off  for 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  8:36  p.m.,  and 
landing  at  the  Wold-Chamberlain  Airport 
at  8:38  a.m,,  Thursday,  after  a 2,441- 
mile  flight,  which  was  covered  in  12 
hours  and  one  minute.  Just  33  minutes 
later,  at  9:11  a.m,,  the  take-off  was 
made  cn  the  final  1,054-mile  lap  tc  the 
Floyd  Bennett  Airport. 

All  of  the  time  given  above  is  Eastern 
Standard. 

Major  General  Oscar  Westover,  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  made  a special  flight  to 
Wew  York  to  extend  in.  person  his  hearty 
congratu]  . lit  u 1. 0 ns  to  the  globe-encircling 
airmen  for  thoir  epochal  feat.  And,  to 
make  his  feeiitigs  in  the  matter  of  re- 
cord, he  wired  Mr.  Hi:^heB  as  follows: 

"Heartiest  congratulations  to  you  from 
me  personally  and  from  the  Air  Corps  as 
a whole  on  the  successful  completion  of 
your  epoch  making  world  flight.  You  are 
your  crew  have  demonstrated  to  the.  en- 


tire world  the  preeminence  of  the  United 
States  in  aeronautics." 

Brigadier  General  Henry  H.  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  wired 
Mr.  Hughes,  as  follows; 

"Congratulations  on  successful  comple- 
tion of  your  epoch  making  T/orld  flight. 
You  and  your  crew  have  certainly  shown 
that  the  United  States  leads  the  way  in 
aeronautics. " 

As  one  around-the-v/orld  flyer  to  ano- 
ther, Major  Lowell  H.  Smith,  Air  Corps, 
Chief  of  the  Inspection  Division,  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  who  was 
the  leader  of  the  Air  Corps  Around-the- 
World  Flight  in  1924,  wired  Mr,  Hughes, 
as  follows: 

"Participants  in  the  Array  Air  Corps 
World  Flight  nineteen  tv/enty  four  ex- 
tend their  most  hearty  congratulations 
to  you  and  each  member  of  your  flight 
for  your  splendid  achievement  and  the 
remarkable  record  established." 

Associated  with  Mr.  Hughes  on  this 
flight  was  1st  Lieut.  Thomas  L.  Thurlow, 
Air  Corps,  who  is  stationed  at  the  Air 
Corps  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Field, 
Dayton, . Ohio.  Quoting  Hughes’  story  of 
the  flight  in  the  press:  "I  load  two  of 
the  best  aerial  navigators  who  ever 
lived.  Lieut.  Thomas  Thurlow  studied 
astrono^  in  college  and  is  tremendously 
enterprising.  He  invented  the  best  type 
of  sextant,  which  we  used,  and  perfected 
our  drift  indicator. 

"Harry  Connor  is  a fine  celestial 
navigator,  who  lea.rned  his  business  in 
the  ^merchai' t marine.  He  and  Thurlow 
spelled  each  otner.  One  would  navigate 
at  the  take-off  and  the  other  would 
guide  us  into  landing,  and  then  they’d 
change  off  midway  of  the  next  leg.  " 

According  to  Hughes'  story,  it  appears 
that  on  the  ta,ke-off  from  Floyd  Bennett 
Field  when  he  had  taxied  to  the  end  of 
the  runway  he  thought  the  runv/ay  was  too 
short  for  a take-c.ff  with  that  load,  so 
he  ta.xied  out^beycnd  the  end  of  the  run- 
way (concrete)  on  the  grass.  The  tail 
ssheel  hit  a hole  in  the  grass.  "I  felt 
the  jar,"  he  said.  "What  had  happened  - 
although  we  didn't  know  it  then  - was  i 
that  the  bimp  had  ruptured  the  fitting 
of  the  tail  wheel  to  the  bulkhead  of  the 
ship . 

"A  French  mechanic  nosing  around  under 
the.  ship  found  the  trouble  right  away. 

The  biggest  danger  was  that  the  break 
was  right  up  close  to  the  elevator  con- 
trols and  interfered  with  them.  We  and 
the  French,  who  were  grand  to  us,  took 
a look.  They  threw  up  their  hands  and 
said:  ’C'est  fini’  - it’s  the  end.  But 
not  Ed  Lund. 

"He  found  a United  States  Array  me- 
chanic named  cook  - I don’t  know  what  he 
was  doing  around  Paris  - and  he  and  Cook 
fixed  things  up  with  a log  of  angle 
irons.  I’d  thought  maybe  we  could  do  it 
mth  a 2 by  4,  or  something,  but  their 
job  was  swell.  " Ed  Lund,  a member  of 
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HT^hes’  crew,  is  a man  who  has  had  con- 
siderable e^erience  with  engines.  The 
Army  mechanic  referred  to  by  Hi^hes  is 
Staff  Sergeant  John  J.  Cook;  Air  Corps, 
who  is  on  detached  service  in  Paris  and 
mechanic  for  Captain  John  M.  Sterli^, 
Air  Corps,  who  is  the  Assistant  Military 
Attache  for  Air  at  the  American  Embassy 
in  Paris.  Sergeant  Cook  was  formerly 
stationed  at  Bolling  Field,  D. C. , and 
is  a resident  of  Washington. 

— — oOo 

ASSI&MENTS  OF  IIEM  APPOINTED  OFFICERS 

The  19  newly  appointed  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers, who  held  commissions  in  the  Air 
Reserve,  and  who  were  commissioned  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  Congress 
of  August  30,  1935,  and  April  13,  1938, 
as  second  lieutenants  in  the  Air  Corps, 
Regular  Army,  with  rank  from  July  1, 

1938,  as  referred  to  in  the  previous 
issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter,  have 
been  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Air  Corps 
stations  indicated; 

Howard  Monroe  Means  to  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 

Leland  Gordon  Fiegel  and  McClellan 
Ferguson  Stunkard,  Jr. , to  Mitchel  Field, 
L.  I. , New  York. 

Thomas  Danville  Brown  to  Fort  Lewis, 
Washington. 

^ Harry  Philip  Leber,  Jr. j to  Hickam 
Field,  Territory  of  Hawaii. 

James  Warren  Phelps,  Jr.,  to  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. 

John  Richardson  Alison,  Steele  Roy 
Patterson.,  Thornton  Kise  Myers  and  Henry 
Gordon  Barrett  to  Langley  Field,  Ya. 

Michael  Joseph  Coffield,  Waymond 
Austin  Davis  and  Wallace  Embry  Nau  to 
March  Field,  Calif, 

Lloyd  Henry  Dalton  John  Ray  Kilgore 
and  Edward  Shepard  Chickening  to 
Randolph  Field,  Texas. 

Henley  Vedder  Bastin,  Jr.,  and  Robert 
Carl  Orth  to  Scott  Field,  111. 

Gny  Leonard  Hudson,  Jr.,  to  Moffett 
Field,  Calif. 

oOo 

HAMILTON  FIELD  GIVES  RELEASE  TO  B-10 ' s 

According  to  the  Hamilton  Field  Cor- 
respondent, the  personnel  at  that  field 
recently  paid  farewell  to  the  last  of 
the  old  Martin  B-10  Bombers.  He  states: 

’’These  planes  at  one  time  were  suppos- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  most  advanced  type 
of  two-motored  bombers  in  our  Air  Force, 
but  are  now  on  the  down  hill  grade  and 
in  a few  more  years  will  be  entirely  ob- 
solete. 

Two  of  these  B-lO’s  - the  last  two  at 
Hamilton  Field  - were  transferred,  one 
to  Fort  Lewis,  Washington,  and  one  to 
Moffett  Field,  Calif. , where  they  will 
be  used  as  training  ships  for  Reserve 
officers  and  the  National  G-oard. 

The  Martin  B-10  bomber  has  been  slowly 
replaced  by  the  more  up-to-date  Douglas 


B-18,  which  is  also  a two -motored  bomber, 
but  with  a carrying  capacity  of  sixteen 
men  over  the  capacity  of  three  in  the 
old  B-10*s." 

oOo I 

TRAVELING  EXAl^INING  BOARD  INTERVIEWS 
APPLICANTS  FOR  REGULAR  APPOINTMENT ' 

Incident  to  the  examination  of  offi- 
cers being  conducted  at  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif. , for  commissions  in  the  Air 
Corps,  Regular  Ariry,  was  the  flight 
which  took  the  members  of  the  examining 
board  to  Barksdale  Field,  Shreveport, 

La. 

The  Air  Corps  members  of  the  board, 
Lieut.  Colonel  C.W,  Russell,  Majors 
C.P,  Talbot  and  T.V.  Foster,  proceeded, 
in  a Douglas  twin-motored  B-18  airplane 
to  March  Field,  Calif. , and  from  there 
continued  on  to  Barksdale  Field.  Lieut. 
Troy  W.  Crawford  acted  as  observer  on 
the  flight.  The  other  members  of  the 
board  are  Major  W.F.  DeV^itt  and  Captain 
P.C.  Gilliland,  Medical  Corps. 

Forty-one  applicants,  all  of  whom  are 

fraduates  of  the  Air  Cor]ps  Training 
enter,  have  been  interviewed  by  the 
board  at  Hamilton  Field.  Many  of  these 
young  men  are  at  present  on  active  duty 
either  at  Hamilton  Field  or  other  Air 
Corps  stations,  while  others  of  them  are 
eng^ed  in  commercial  aviation  and  other 
business  pursuits. 

oOo i 

MAJOR  HARPER  TO  LEAVE  CHANUTE  FIELD 

The  Chanute  Field  Correspondent  re- 
ports that  on  August  1st,  Major  Earle  G. 
Harper,  Air  Corps,  will  leave  that  field 
for  a month’ s vacation  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Mountains,  upon  the  termination 
of  which  he  will  report  for  duty  at 
Moffett  Field,  Calif.  He  then  adds: 

"Major  Harper  came  to  the  Technical 
School  from  March  Field  in  July,  1932. 

Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  the 
Assistant  Commandant,  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School,  and  served  as  such  for  al- 
most four  years. 

Since  Major  Harper’s  arrival  six  years 
ago  his  record  has  been  one  of  loyal  and 
consistently  hard  work  with  but  one  end 
in  view  - the  i^rovement  of  the  school, 
its  courses  of  instruction,  and  quality 
of  its  graduates.  Only  one  who  has 
watched  the  progress  of  the  school  in 
the  past  six  years  can  fully  appreciate 
the  effect  of  Major  Harper’s  efforts. 

As  Squadron  Commander  of  Headquarters 
and  Headquarters  Squadron  - an  organiza- 
tion coirposed  larg^y  of  students  and 
numbering  on  an  average  of  five  hundred 
men  - he  has  kept  in  very  close  touch 
with  the  men.  He  knew  personally  the 
best  students  and  the  worst,  their 
troubles  and  their  problems.  Few  lead-  i, 
ers  have  his  ability  to  gain  the  same  " 
affection  and  respect  of  their  men  while 
holding  them  to  the  strictest  discipline."  ! 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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OPERATION  OE  CARBURETOR  MIXTURE  CONTROLS 
By  a Materiel  Division  Engineer 


Apparently  no  other  one  thing  causes 
more  trouble  in  the  mind’  of  the  average 
pilot  than  the  operation  of  the  mixture 
control.  Probably  no  other  thing  so 
contributes  to  the  high  cost  of  mainten- 
ance at  overhaul  as  the  improper  use  of 
the  mixture  control.  This  is  especially 
true  of  air-cooled  engines  of  high  out- 
put. Every  bit  of  distance  stretched  on 
cross-country  or  every  penny  saved  on 
gas  is  paid  for  by  dollars  in  abuse  to 
the  engine.  And  this  engine,  as  a re- 
sult, may  let  you  down  before  you  get  to 
your  destination  or  let  your  fellow  of- 
ficer down  tomorrow  or  next  week.  It  is 
hoped  to  have  this  control  eventually 
automatic  and  fool-proof;  in  the  mean- 
time the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  is  taken 
as  a medium  to  summarize  information  now 
being  gathered  for  formal  publication  at 
a later  date. 

1.  As  an  introduction,  a thorough 
study  of  all  available  information  on 
"Operating  and  Plight  Instructions”  for 
your  particular  airplane  is  always  in 
order.  The  engine  you  fly  today  doesn’t 
respond  as  the  engine  you  flew  yesterday, 
a year  ago,  or  certainly  not  ten  years 
ago.  Be  conservative.  Stay  on  the  rich 
side  if  you  are  manually  controlling  the 
mixture  or,  if  not,  §ive  the  automatic 
control  the  opportunity  to  function  pro- 
perly. 

2.  Manual  Settings.  - The  following 
expressions  are  applicable  to  manual  ad- 
justment of  mixture  control  with  a pro- 
peller installed  that  can  be  locked  in  a 
fixed-pitch  position.  Given  a constant 
speed  propeller  of  the  type  that  cannot 
be  locked  in  a fixed-pitch  position,  and 
the  extreme  pitch  positions  of  which  re- 
sult in  engine  s;peeds  outside  the  normal 
operating  range  in  flight,  and  the  use 
of  an  instrument  measuring  the  fuel-air 
rati^  - for  manual  adjustment  of  the  mix- 
ture control  is  necessitated. 

a,  ’’Pull  Rich”  is  the  setting  of  the 

mature  control  lever  in  the 
position  giving  maximum  fuel 
flow. 

b.  ’’Beet  Power”  ( sometimes  termed 

” "Maxirauni  Tower '* ) is  the  setting 
of  the  mixture  control  lever 
which,  with  a given  fixed 
throttle  setting,  results  in 

-1 


the  maximum  engine  r.p.m.  at 
the  leanest  fuel  flow;  that  is, 
further  leaning  of  the  mixture 
would  cause  a decrease  in  en- 

"Rich  Best  Power”  is  the 
setting  of  the  mixture  control 
lever  which,  with  a given  fix- 
ed throttle  setting,  results 
in  the  maximum  engine  r.p.m. 
at  the  richest  fuel  flow. 

£.  "Smooth  Operation. ” To  obtain 
the  s e 1 1 ing  f o f^Smoo  th  Opera- 
tion” the  setting  for  "Best 
Power”  is  obtained  and  the  mix- 
ture enriched  until  engine 
speed  drops  from  20  to  30  r.p.m. 
d.  "Maximum  Economy”  is  obtained  by 
adjusting  to  "Best  Power”  and 
then  leaning  to  obtain,  a de- 
. crease  of  40  to  50  r.p.m. 

3.  Automatic  Mixture  Controls.  - The 
following  types  of  automatic  mixture  con.- 
trols  are  now  in  service.  Except  as 
specified  in  Engine  Operation  Instruc- 
tions the  manual  adjustment  of  carbure- 
tors equipped  with  automatic  mixture 
controls  is  not  3;;eqT.iired.  But  when  so 
required,  adjustment  will  be  as  outlined 
in  Paragraph  2,  above. 

a.  One  Position  .Automatic  (Bendix).  - 
ThTs  type  of  control  automatically  con- 
trols the  mixture,  including  changes  due 
to  various  altitudes  and  ten^eratures, 
without  regard  to  throttle  setting.  It 
does  not  in  any  way  control  the  power 
output  of  the  engine.  Within  the  effec- 
tive operating  range,  and  with  the  mix- 
ture control  set  in  the  "Automatic”  posi- 
tion, the  necessity  for  manual  mixture 
control  is  obviated.  In  the  event  the 
automatic  mixture  control  is  damaged  or 
for  any  other  reason  does  not  perform 
properly,  the  mixture  control  may  be  op- 
erated mai^lly  as  with  a conventional 
type  carburetor  by  shifting  the  carbure-^ 
tor  mixture  control  lever  from  the 
”Automa.tic”  position  to  the  desired  man- 
ual position.  This  type  of  control  is 
designed  to  function  at  all  power  out- 
puts up  to  a standard  altitude  of  25,000 
feet. 

b.  Two  Position  Automatic  (Bendix), - 
This  type  has  the  following  control  posi- 
tions: "Manual,"  ”Automa.tic  Rich,”  and 
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"Automatic  Lean. " In  the  "Manual"  posi- 
tion the  mixture  is  adjusted  manually  as 
with  a conventional  type  carburetor . In 
the  "Automatic  Rich"  position,  the  mix- 
txire  is  automatically  adjusted  for  safe 
engine  operation  up  to  normal  rated 
power,  manifold  pressure,  and  speed.  The 
"Automatic  Lean"  position  will  he  used 
only  for  manifold  pressures  and  speeds 
below  those  specified  for  "Maximum  Cruis- 
ing," and  only  with  the  specified  grade 
of  fuel.  For  operation  at  "Maximum 
Cruising"  power  and  above,  it  is  impera- 

tive that  the  mixture  conirol  be  placed 
in  the  "Automatic  iRich"  position  or 

^us'ted  mam^llv  to  give  the  proper  mlx- 

ure.  Failure  to  con5)iy  with  this  pro- 

cedure is  apt  to  result  in  serious  dam- 
age to  the  engine.  With  this  type  of 
control,  take-off  will  normally  be  made 
with  the  mixture  control  in  the  "Full 
Rich  Manual"  position  except  at  alti- 
tudes above  5500  feet,  for  which  the 
"Automatic  Rich"  position  may  be  used. 

c.  Power  Control  Type  (Pratt  Sn 
YAiTtney) . - This  type  nas  the  following 
control  positions;  "Emergency"  and  "Mid" 
or  "Cruising"  position.  In  the  "Emer- 
gency" position  there  is  no  automatic 
control  of  either  mixture  or  power,  and 
during  operation  in  this  position  care 
must  be  exercised  to  avoid  excessive 
manifold  pressures  and  the  mixture  must 
be  adjusted  manually  as  with  a conven- 
tional carburetor.  In  the  "Mid"  and 
"Cruising"  positions,  the  power  is  con- 
trolled with  the  throttle  wide  open  by 
means  of  an  automatic  valve  in  the  air 
intake  in  front  of  the  carburetor.  This 
regulation  of  power  is  obtained  up  to 
the  maximum  altitude  at  which  the  engine 
can  maintain  the  power  for  which  the 
regulator  is  adjusted.  Automatic  mix- 
ture control  is  also  obtained  up  to  this 
altitude. 

At  higher  altitudes  the  mixture  will 
grow  richer  as  the  power  decreases,  and 
therefore  to  obtain  maximum  performance 
and  econon^r  the  mixture  must  be  leaned 
manually.  Within  the  range  of  this  type 
of  control,  when  the  control  is  set  in 
the  "Mid"  or  "Cruising"  position  and  the 
propeller  set  for  cruising  r.p.ra.  , the 
manifold  pressure  will  be  limited  to  a 
definite  value  with  the  engine  throttle 
full  open.  If  a lower  cruising  power 
condition  is  desired,  it  may  be  obtained 
by  leaving  the  engine  throttle  full  open 
and  reducing  the  propeller  r.p.m,  by 
means  of  the  propeller  control.  In  re- 
ducing the  propeller  r.p.m,,  the  mani- 
fold pressure  will  be  automatically  re- 
duced slightly.  T^e  lower  cruising 
power  condition  may  also  be  obtained  by 
laving  the  propeller  r.p.m.  fixed  and 
closing  the  engine  throttle  manually, 
fhe  former  method  is  more  satisfactor;^ 
end  efficient.  If  the  latter  method  is 
used,  the  cruising  fuel  consumption  will 
be  somewhat  higher. 

4.  Caution.  When  operating  an  engine 


with  the  mixture  control  in  the  manual 
lean  position  at  high  altitudes,  it  is 
extremely  important  that  the  mixture 
setting  be  enriched  during  descent,  as 
the  normal  change  in  mixture  due  to 
change  in  altitude  only  may  prove  dan- 
gerous to  the  proper  functioning  of  the 
engine.  When  the  airplane  is  leveled 
off  at  lower  altitudes,  the  mixture  con- 
trol should  be  readjusted  for  the  proper 
operating  conditions  then  in  effect. 

5.  Adjustment  for  High  Altitude  Take-  | 
Off.  iliile  present  instructions  general-  ' 
ly  specify  "Full  Rich"  adjustment  of  the 
mixture  control  for  take-off,  the  opera-  J 
tion  of  some  engines  not  equipped  with 
automatic  mixture  controls  is  unsatisfac- 
tory if  the  take-off  is  at  more  than  3500 
feet  above  sea  level  with  the  mixture 
control  in  the  "Skill  Rich"  position.  The  , 
present  fuel-air  ratio  indicators,  more- 
over, are  not  sufficiently  rapid  and  sen- 
sitive to  permit  adjustment  of  the  mix- 
ture during  run-up  or  take-off.  Adjust-  | 
ment  of  the  mixture  controls  for  take-  i 
off  above  3500  feet  will  therefore  be 
made  as  follows: 

a.  Engines  equipped  with  propellers 
that  can  be  locked  in  a fixed  position 
should  be  run-up  as  near  take-off  mani-  i! 
fold  pressure  and  r.p.m.  as  possible  and 
the  mixture  leaned  only  enough  to  give 

an  increase  in  speed  of  50  to  75  r.p.ra. 

This  setting  will  be  the  leanest  which  i 
should  be  used  for  take-off. 

b.  The  mixture  control  of  engines 
equipped  with  constant  speed  propellers 
7/hose^pitch  cannot  be  fixed  cannot  be 
properly  adjusted  on  the  ground.  Prior 

to  landing  airplanes  so  equipped,  they  | 
should  be  flown  at  the  approximate  alti- 
tude of  the  field  from  which  take-off  is  , 
contenrolated,  at  take-off _ r.p.m, , and 
manifold  pressure.  Tiie  mixture  control 
should  be  leaned  barely  enough  to  elim- 
inate rough  operation  of  the  engine,  or 
adjusted  for  the  proper  fuel-air  ratio 
indicator  reading  and  this  setting  mark- 
ed on  the  mixture  control  quadrant  for 
use  in  subsequent  take-offs  from  this 
field. 

o.  Engines  equipped  with  automatic  mix- 
ture controls  should  be  set  as  follows 
for  take-off  above  3500  feet: 

(1)  The  one-position,  automatic  type  j 

will  be  set  in  "Automatic"  or  adjusted 
manually  as  described  above.  , 

(2)  ^e  two -posit  ion  automatic  tj^e  j 
will  be  placed  in  "Automatic  Rich"  or 
adjusted  manually  as  described  above. 

(3)  The  power  control  type  will  be 
placed  in  "Energency"  position  and  ad- 
justed manually  as  described  above. 

- — oOo 

Lieut,  Colonel  George  E.  Stratemeyer, 

Air  Corps,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  i 

7th  Bombardment  Group,  Hamilton  Field,  ‘ 

Calif.,  left  that  station  July  30th  for  , 
Wfashington,  D.C.  He  is  slated  to  attend  - 
the  next  course  at  the  Array  War  College. 
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OBSERVATION  SQUADRON  OPERATIONS  IN  CAVALRY  DIVISION  MANEUVERS 
By  the  Brooka  Field  Correspondent 


The  22nd  Observation  Sopadron  (Corps 
and  Array) , stationed  at  Brooke  Field, 
Texas,  is  one  organization  which  is  well 
prepared  to  cooperate  with  ground  forces 
in  war.  This  organization,  furnished  the 
Air  Observation  for  the  Proposed  Infantry 
Division  Maneuvers,  (so-called  "Stream- 
lined Division  Maneuvers"!.  It  also  was 
detailed  to  furnish  the  Air  Observation 
for  the  recent  Proposed  Cavalry  Division. 
Maneuvers.  The  22nd  Squadron,  flew  over 
700  airplane  hours  on  the  PCD  Maneuv- 
ers in  a month*  e time. 

The  work  with  these  modern  mechanized 
forced  revealed  several  points  that  had 
not  been  noted  in  the  older  tj^e,  slower- 
moving  Divisions. 

The  first  point  noted  was  that  it  is 
highly  impractical  for  the  Engineers  to 
build  air  fields  close  behind  a moving 
Division.  This  often  results  in  the 
Observation  squadron  being  based  at  a 
distance  of  100  miles  or  more  behind  the 
friendly  forces. 

It  became  apparent  that  Observation 
squadrons  operating  with  forces  having 
exposed  flanks  must  be  based  far  to  the 
rear  to  avoid  attack  by  enen^  mechanized 
forces.  In  fact,  in  one  free  maneuver, 
the  Air  Officer  of  the  HThite  forces  re- 
mained behind  the  friendly  Advance  with 
the  Air  Ground  Set,  receiving  and  trans- 
mitting to  G-2  on  another  set.  He  be- 
lieved he  was  safe  from  attack  due  to  a 
high  mountain  between  him  sind  an  attack 
from  flank  on  rear.  To  his  surprise,  he 
discovered  an  enemy  combat  car  coming 
over  the  mountain,  and  barely  escaped  to 
a position  of  safety.  In  attempting  to 
re-establish  communications  with  G-3,  he 
could  get  no  response.  Lat.er,  it  was 
learned  that  the  ’.toite  C P had  been  sur- 
prised and  captured. 

The  majority  of  l^e  pilots  and  observ- 
ers on  duty  with  the  22nd  Squadron^  are 
recent  graduates  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center,  Their  demonstrated  ability 
in  locating  positions,  movements,  and 
activities  when  the  enemy  is  a skeleton- 
ized, represented  force,  speaks  well  for 
the  type  of  training  they  have  received. 

In  addition  to  normal  daylight  Observa- 
tion and  Artillery  Missions,  many  night 
missions  were  performed.  It  was  found 
that  columns  could  be  located  when  mov- 
ing without  lights,  both  on  roads  and  in 
open  terrain. 

Observation  missions  were  performed  as 
i^ch  as  200  miles  in  advance  uf  the 
friendly  forces.  Information  was  relay- 
ed back  to  the  main  body  through  the  Re- 
connaissance Car  Squadron,  which  operat- 
ed 75  to  100  miles  in  advance  of  the 
main  body. 

In  the  Proposed  Cavalry  Division,  the 
Reconnaissance  Car  Squadrons  had  one  car 
on  the  same  frequency  with  the  Observa- 


tion Squadron.  An  accompanying  car  was 
on  the  Reconnaissance  Squadron  frequency. 
This  arrangement  between  the  two  princi- 
pal Reconnaissance  forces  resulted  in 
excellent  team-work,  and  was  mutually 
advantageous.  

In  the  Proposed  Infantry  Division.  Man- 
euvers, the  Commander  used  aircraft  for 
controlling  marches  on  parallel  roads. 
Often  the  columns  were  as  much  as  50 
miles  apart.  , ^ . 

Daring  the  Proposed  Infantry  Division 
and  Proposed  Cavalry  Division  Maneuvers, 
officers  from  Brooks  Field  served  with 
the  ground  forces.  Every  effort  was 
made  not  only  to  give  the  ground  forces 
the  observation  they  wanted,  but  to  an- 
ticipate their  needs  and  to  learn  from 
them,  and  with  them,  what  the  future 
needs  will  be. 

In  both  of  these  Maneuvers,  the  need 
for  longer -range  aircraft  was  forcibly 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  air  of- 
ficers participating.  Commanders  were 
Calling  for  longer  ra^e  Reconnaissance 
in  the  face  of  mechanized  threats. 

The  modern  Tank  and  Combat  Cars  are 
likened  to  rabbits  by  the  22nd  Observ- 
ers. Eiey  sit  quietly  in  full  view  un- 
til the  Observer  is  looking  at  some 
other  part  of  the  terrain,  then  they 
disappear.  They  are  very  difficult  to 
keep~ located. 

Another  point  observed  in  both  the 
Proposed  Infantry  Division  Maneuvers  in. 
the  Camp  Bullis  area,  and  the  Proposed 
Cavalry  Division  Maneuvers  in  the 
Toyahvale  area,  (north  of  Marfa),  was 
the  readiness  with  which  the  present 
sand-tan-colored  khaki  showed  up  from  . 
the  air.  They  were  easily  seen  in  both 
instances,  while  the  woolen  O.D.  shirt 
.could  not  he  seen.  Riflemen  in  firing 
positions  on  the  ground  appeared  to  the 
eye  as  "frog  saddles"  strewn  along  the 
ground. 

The  mechanics  of  the  22nd  Squadron 
were  kept  busy  on  these  Maneuvers.  They 
said  20 ' B and  40 *s  came  so  fast  that  if 
they  had  been  pickets  they  would  have 
heen  a picket  fence. 

— — oOo— — 

GUNNERY  TRAINING  FOR  4TH  RECON.  SQUADRON 

The  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , returned  on 
July  2nd  from  Bellows  Field,  Oahu,  after 
spending  two  weeks  in  the  gunnery  ca^ 
thereat.  The  Squadron  was  favored  with 
near  perfect  weather,  and  only  one  day 
was  lost  due  to  rain. 

Four  phases  of  training  were  conducted 
and  completed,  comprising;  pistol  shoot- 
ing | .30  cal,  ground  gun  1000"  range; 

.30  cal.  flexible  gun  fired  at  tow 
targets. 
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ALBROOK  FIELD  BOIvIBER  FORCED  DOOT 

Lieut.  Kenneth.  B.  Hobson,  Air  Corps, 
and  his  three  enlisted  conpanions,  Sgt. 
Harry  Hayes,  Privates  Richard  E.  Handj’’ 
and  Uno  Gustafson,  narrowly  escaped  se- 
rious injury  when  their  B-10  was  forced 
down  in  the  water  off  Point  Mariato,  150 
miles  from  Panama  City  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

Lieut.  Hobson  took  off  from  Albrook 
Field  at  8:30  a.m. , Saturday,  July  2nd, 
accompanied  by  Lieut.  Stephen  B.  Mack  in 
another  B-10.  The  two  planes  were  to 
make  a training  flight  from  Albrook 
Field  to  David,  Republic  of  Panama,  and 
return.  On  the  return  leg  of  the  flight, 
the  two  planes  became  separated  in  a 
violent  storm.  Lieut,  Mack  broke 
through  the  bad  weather,  but  could  not 
contact  Lieut.  Hobson.  After  searching 
as  long  as  his  supply  of  gasoline  would 
allow,  Lieut.  Mack  returned  to  Albrook 
and  reported  the  fact  that  he  believed 
Lieut.  Hobson  and.- companions  had  been 
forced  down. 

Four  Bombardment  planes  were  immedi- 
ately sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  locat- 
ing the  missing  ship.  Shortly  after 
4:00  p.m. , the  four  men  were  sighted  on 
the  beach  at  Point  Mariato.  After  drop- 
ping water,  food,  and  other  necessities, 
the  searching  party  returned  to  Albrook 
Field  with  the  very  welcome  news  that 
no  one  had  been  injured  seriously. 

Colonel  Weir,  Commanding  Officer  of 
Albrook  Field,  made  arrangements  for  the 
men  to  be  picked  up  by  Navy  patrol  planes 
from  Coco  Solo  early  Sunday  morning, 
having  realized  that  an  after  dark  res- 
cue attempt  would  be  very  hazardous,  and 
that  no  one  needed  irmnediate  medical  at- 
tention. 

The  Navy  planes  left  Coco  Solo  at  ?:45 
a.m,,  July  3rd,  and  at  9:30  a.m,,  radr.o- 
ed  that  they  had  picked  up  the  four  men. 
At  10:20  a.m.,  the  rescuers  landed  at 
Blaboa,  where  they  were  met  by  Medical 
officers  from  Albrook  Field.  Private 
Gustafson  suffered  a broken  collar  bone, 
the  only  injury  among  the  foiar  men. 

The  bomber,  a Martin  B-10,  nosed  over 
when  it  hit  the  water,  and  when  sighted 
by  the  rescue  party  was  located  about 
200  yards  from  the  shore,  with  only  one 
wing  tip  shovdng.  No  attempt  will  be 
made  to  salvage  the  wrecked  plane. 

oOo 

BRIDE  AND  GROOM  LEAD  THE  PARADE 

The  officers  and  ladies  of  Albrook^ 
Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  welcomed  Lieut. 
William  W.  Jones  and  his  bride  in  true 
Air  Corps  fashion.  When  they  attempted 
to  enter  unannounced,  Lieut,  and  lirs. 
Jones  were  held  at  the  gate  by  the  guard 
until  the  alarm  could  be  given.  Phones 
buzzedj  horns  honlced  and  planes  landed. 

A specially  decorated  tug  and  trailer 
were  produced,  and  with  the  newly  mar- 


ried coiple  on  the  trailer,  the  long  pro- 
cession began  a noisy  tour  of  the  post, 
ending  up  at  the  Club,  where  refresh- 
ments and  introductions  were  in  order. 

Before  her  marriage  in  San  Antonio  on 
June  10th,  Mrs.  Jones  was  Miss  Mary 
Eleanor  Cutrer.  She  is  the  daughtei^  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Victor  Cutrer,  U. S.A. , 
Retired,  and  Mrs.  Cutrer. 

- — oOo- — 

TWO  BOMBERS  FLOWN  TO  COSTA  RICA 

Two  Martin  Bombers,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Colonel  George  E.  Lovell,  Jr. , 

Air  Corps,  were  recently  flown  to  Costa 
Rica.  Departing '.from  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  at  7:30  a.m. the 
planes  reached  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  two 
hours  and  10  minutes  later. _ The  Army 
airmen  returned  to  France  Field  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Colonel  Lovell  is  on  duty  at  the 
Panama  Air  Depot. 

— -oOo 

TEST  OF  NAVIGATION  INSTALLATION 

A B-17  (Flying  Fortress)  airplane  de- 
parted from  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
on  June  30,  1938,  for  Miami,  Fla.,  ar- 
riving there  at  about  6:00  p.m.  Shortly 
after  midnight,  the  airplane  took  off 
for  Brownsville,  Texas,  flying  direct 
and  arriving  about  7:00  a.m.,  July  1st. 
The  airplane  was  refueled  and  departed 
for  New  Orleans,  La, , arriving  at  about 
10:30  a.m.  After  sai  overnight  stay,  the 
airplane  took  off  for  Wright  Field,  ar- 
riving about  1:30  p.m.,  July  2nd. 

The  flight  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  equipment  installation, 
and  of  conducting  further  tests  on  the 
electric-driven  gyro  sextant.  The  gyro 
stabilized  drift' meter,  Type  B-3,  was 
used  in  conjunction  with  drift  signals 
over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Observations 
of  Polaris  and  coirpanion  stars  were  made 
to  obtain  lines  of  position  which  re- 
sulted in  fixes.  The  Type  A-4  computer 
was  employed  to  reduce  the  celestial 
observations.  All  of  the  equipment 
functioned  satisfactorily. 

oOo 

PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  MT.  MAYON  VOLCANO 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  of  the 
2nd  Observation  Squadron,  Nichols  Field, 
Rizal,  P.I.,  reports  that  nimierous 
flights  were  made  to  Legaspi  during  the 
week  of  June  6 - 12  to  obtain  pictures 
of  Mt.  Mayon  in  eruption.  Seme  excel- 
lent ones  were  obtained  and  printed  in. 
the  Itonila  papers.  They  received  much 
favorable  comment. 

One  of  the  photographs  obtained  of  the 
erupting  volcano  is  that  shown  on  the 
cover  of  this  issue  of  the  News  Letter. 
Messrs.  Durmington  and  Leap,  of  the  In- 
formation Division,  collaborated  on  the 
production  of  this  cover. 
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VE3P  POINT  GKAKUATES  ASSIGNED  TO  UNIffiEGO  HYING  TRA.INING 


Decent  orders  of  the  War  Department  aseigaed 
to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying  training  a total  of 
113  second  lieutenants  of  the  Eegular  Armgr  -who 
graduated  from  the  Ifeited  States  Milit&ry  Aca- 
de^.  West  Point,  N.Y. , on  June  14,  1938.  Con?- 
stituting  37,6%  of  the  entire  graduating  class, 
numbering  exactly  300,  this  is  the  largest  num- 
ber of  West  Pointers  to  choose  the  Air  Corps  as 
their  hranch  of  the  service  since  the  policy 
was  imugurated  in  the  year  1922  of  assigning 
West  Point  graduates  to  the  Air  Corps  for  fly- 
ing training. 

The  113  young  officers,  above  mentioned,  are 
under  orders  to' proceed  upon  the  expiration  of 
their  graduation  leave  to  Hendolph  Field, Texas, 
and  report  to  the  Conmanding  General  of  the  Air 
Cor^s  Training  Center  for  duty  and  flying 
training. 

The  following  tab\ilation  shows  the  number  of 
West  Point  graduates  of  the  June,  1938,  class 
who  were  conmissioned  in  the  •various  branches 
of  the  Aamjr  and  the  number  from  each  of  these 
branches  assigned  to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying 
training,  vizt 


Branch  of  Service 
in  •which 
Commissioned 

Assi^ed  to 
Air  Coins 
for  flying 
training 

Percentage 

Corps  of  Engineers 

! 24 

5 

20.8 

Signal  Corps 

15 

7 

46.6 

Cavalry 

33 

13 

36.4 

Field  Artillery 

58 

22 

37.9 

Coast  Artillery 

38 

14 

36.8 

Infantry 

132 

53 

40.1 

Total 

300 

113 

37.6 

course  successfully. 

The  following  tabxiLation  covering  a 16--year 
period  of  flying  training  given  West  Point 
grad'uates  m^  be  of  interest: 


A year  of  intensive  flying  trainiiig  is  ahead 
of  these  West  Point  grad'uates  to  lAom  aviation 
proeents  a special  appeal,  i. e. , eight  months 
of  primary  and  basic  training  n't  the  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Eandolph  Field,  Texas,  and 
four  months  of  advanced  training  at  the  Advanc- 
ed Fly’-ing  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas.  Those 
who  fjucceed  in  completing  the  year’s  course 
will  be  awarded  the  rating  of  "Airplane  Pilot" 
and  will  be  transferred  to  the  Air  Corps,  "while 
those  failing  to  make  the  grade  -will  return  to 
the  branch  of  the  Army  in  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally conrcissioned  t:qpon  their  gradioation  fr^n 
the  Military  Academy. 

It  is  now  1?  years  since  the  policy  was  inaug- 
urated of  assigning  West  Point  graduates  to  the 
Air  Corps  for  flying  training.  During  the  pe- 
riod from  1922  to  1937,  inclusive,  1017  West 
Posters  were  accepted  for  flyii:^  training,  of 
which  number  441  graduated  from  the  Advanced 
Flying  School  1:5  to  and  incliiding  the  year 
1936.  In  addition,  approximately  61  memibers  of 
the  1937  Military  Academy  graduating  class  are 
Scheduled  to  graduate  from  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  next  October,  mak- 
ing the  grand  total  of  grad'uated  flyers  502,  or 
tli^tly  more  than  49^  of  the  n'ctmber  who  com>- 
tteiced  training.  It  -would  appear  from  this 
that  practically  one-half  of  the  yo\mg  men  who 
are  mentally  and  physically  qualified  to  under- 
go bhe  course  of  flying  training  at  the  Air 
Corps  Troini-ng  Center  are  able  to  complete  the 


Total 
No.  of 
Grad- 


Assign- 
ed to 
the  Air 


Nirnber 
gradmting 
from  the 
Advanced 
Flying 


Year 

uates 

Conss 

Pet. 

School 

Pot. 

1922 

102 

16 

15.6 

8 

50.00 

1923 

261 

51 

19,5 

25 

49.21 

1924 

406 

61 

15.0 

20 

32. 78 

1925 

244 

42 

17.2 

9 

21.43 

1926 

152 

18 

11.8 

7 

38.88 

1927 

203 

30 

14.7 

16 

53. 33 

1928 

260 

77 

29.0 

53 

68.83 

1929 

29? 

110 

37.0 

41 

32. 27 

1930 

235 

85 

36.1 

41 

48.23 

1931 

296 

92 

31.0 

43 

46.74 

1932 

258 

69 

26.7 

39 

56.  52 

1933 

346 

92 

26.6 

43 

46.74 

1934 

247 

60 

24.3 

30 

50.00 

1935 

277 

47 

17.0 

28 

59.57 

1936 

276 

61 

22.8 

38 

62,29 

1937 

293 

106 

36.0 

61* 

57.54 

Total 

4153 

1017 

24.5 

502 

49.36 

^Expected  to  gradimte  in  October,  1938. 

The  West  Point  graduates  of  the  June,  1938, 
Class,  who  -will  soon  report  at  Randolph  Field 
to  learn  the  intricacies  of  piloting  military 
airplanes,  ars  enumerated  below,  as  follows: 

Class 

Standing  Name  Home 

Corps  of  Hgineers 

Alexander~JT^"Efoiryi  San  Fernando , Calif. 
Paul  T.  Preuss  Seymour,  Ind. 

William  S. Crocker, Jr.  Hingham  Center, Mass. 
William  B.Kieffer  Jackson  Hts,L.  I.  ,N.y. 
Robert  M.  Batterson, Jr.  Boonville,  Calif. 
Signal  Corps 

Andrew  C.  Dappridi  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Benj.  M.  Tarver, Jr.  Lookout  Mtn.  , Tern. 
Rolf  0.  Wulfsherg  St.  Paul, 

lvS.ssion  Beach,  Calif. 


7 

8 

22 

23 

30 

28 

29 

44 

62 

72 

93 

117 

74 

92 

104 

106 

118 
123 

134 

135 

136 
150 
206 
243 

11 

39 

49 


George  A 
Albert  P. 
Nornan  L. 
Robert  L. 


Bosch 
Sights,  Jr. 
Tittle 
Snider 

Cavalry 

Omar  E,  Knox 
John  H.  Swenson 
Joseph  E.  Barker,  2d 
William  K.  Kincaid 
Ashley  B.  Packard 
William  P,  Brett 
Ralph  B.  Praeger 
Charles  W.  Sherburne 
Nicholas  H.  Chavasse 
Maurice  E.  Lemon 
Robert  W.  Eulkoetter 
Merrick  Bayer 


Clinton,  Okla, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
Temple,  Me. 

Lyons,  Kans. 
Red  Owl,  S.D. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Middleport,  Ohio 
Douglas,  Ariz. 
Statesboro,  Ga. 
Claflin,  Kans. 
Evanston,  111. 
Henderson,  N.C. 
Carrizozo,  N.IL 
St.  Lo-uis,  Mo. 
Washington,  D.  C . 

Field  Artillery 

Morris  F.  Taber  Seattle,  T^ash. 

William  K.  Skaer  Himtington  Park,  Calif. 
Laurence  E.  Wemberg  Sea  Cliff,  L.I.,N.Y. 
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Field  /rtillery  (Continued) 

66  John  D.  liyan  Qierokee,  Iowa. 

77  Alvar  B.  Sundlin  New  Bedford,  Jiass. 

87  Martin  L.  v'feh'b  Monroe,  La. 

89  Frank  P.  Sturdivant  Minter  City,  liiss. 

96  Francis  B.  Harrison  Lander,  Wyo. 

113  Douglas  C.  Polhamus  Berryville,  Va. 

115  Louis  E.  Coira  Locjk  Haven,  Pa. 

121  Donald  W.  Saunders  Athens,  N.Y. 

125  Eohert  A,  Zaiser  B\arlington,  Iowa 

127  John  D.  Moomcan  Idahel,  Okla. 

137  Henry  C.  Huglin  Fairfield,  Iowa 

152  Lorenzo  D.  Adams  Hortense,  Ga. 

. 153  John  R.  Hopson  Washington,  D.  C. 

• 155  Robert  C.  McBride  Wichita,  Fans. 

157  Samuel  L.  Barhour,Jr.  Plainfield,  N.J. 

■ 172  William  H.  Blanchard  • Chelsea,  lfe,ss. 

■ 185  William  A.  Sundlof  T/iLnette,  111. 

221  Richard  A.  Broherg  Torrington,  Conn. 

<223  Leland  0.  Krug  Rochester,  N.Y. 

Coast  Artillery 

41  Prescott  M.  Spicer  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y. 

50  Glenn  P.  Anderson,  Jr.  iferion,  Va. 

61  Burton  R.  Brown  Erie,  Pa. 

63  Sherwood  E.  Buckland  Woodhaven,  N.Y. 

70  Joseph  Conigliaro  Bronz,  N.Y. 

73  George  Kappes  Zanesville,  Ohio 

95  Lloyd  E.  Johnson,  Jr.  Royersford,  Pa. 

110  Harvey  P.  Barnard,  Jr.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

132  John  H.  %angler  Briggsdale,  Colo. 

140  Harry  C.  Morrison  Ridgefield  Park,  N.J. 

147  John  B.  Herhoth,  Jr.  Glen  Ellyn,  111. 

154  Virgil  L.  Zoller  Marion,  111. 

169  Philip  R.  Hawes  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

191  Carter  E.  Duncan  Bloomington,  111. 

Infantry 

78  Gregory  Hoisington,  Jr.  Baltimore,  Md. 

83  Milton  E.  Lipps  Salem,  Ore. 

98  Howard  D.  Kenzie  Boise,  Idaho 

100  Edward  J.  Cichowski  Batavia,  N.Y. 

101  Bertram  C.  Harrison  Mount  Holly,  N.J. 

107  Clifford  P.  Macomher  Fall  River,  Mass. 
112  Arthur  J.  Smith,  Jr.  Detroit,  Mich. 

148  Richard  F.  Bromiley  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

173  Castex  P.  Conner  Jemiings,  La. 

181  Hugh  D.  Wallace  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

188  Clarence  E.  Beck  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

189  James  R.  Luper  Portland,  Ore. 

193  Rollin  B.  Durhin  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

194  Fred  M.  Dean  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

195  Alexander  B,  Pendleton  Reidsville,  N.C. 

196  Joseph  B.  hlissal,  Jr.  Cleveland,  Ohio 

211  William  H.  Frederick,  Jir. Minneapolis,  Minn. 
213  Vincent  M.  Miles,  Jr.  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

215  Joseph  B.  Wells  Grant,  Va. 

218  Harris  E.  Pogner  Masury,  Ohio 

230  Gihson.  E.  Sisco,  Jr.  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

231  Richard  E.  Sims  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

232  Vincent  Keator  Chichester,  N.Y. 

234  James  W.  Rhymes  Macon,  Miss. 

235  Ben  Stemherg  Starke,  Fla. 

237  Frederic  C.  Teich,  Jr.  New  Britain,  Conn. 

238  Richard  C.  Thomas  ' Atchison,  Kans. 

240  Robert  J.  Bruton  Racine,  Wis. 

241  Charles  M.  Young  ■ Helena,  Ark, 

245  John  T.  English  Mount  Pleasant,  Tenn. 

246  Arthur  A.  Mealoney  Hartford,  Com. 

249  Littleton  J.  Pardue  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 

251  Edward  G.  DeHart  Erie,  Pa. 

254  Henry  S.  McDonald,  Jr.  Buford,  Ga. 


260  1%t1  F.  Smith  Bel  ding,  Mich. 

261  TiTallace  S.  Ford  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

264  Joseph  C.  Reddoch,  Jr.  Luverne,  Ala. 

269  Shelby  Y.  Palmer,  Jr.  Sirev^ort,  La. 

270  Gabriel  C.  Russell  Louisville,  Ky. 

272  John  H.  Chambers  Fargo,  N.D. 

273  Birdsey  L.  Leanmn  Essexville,  Mich. 

274  John  T.  Corl.ey  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

279  Edward  R.  Skimer  Pomeroy,  Ohio 

283  Edward  W,  Jacunski  Detroit,  Mich. 

284  James  K.  Schrddt  Chicago,  111. 

285  Joe  R.  Brabson,  Jr.  Washington,  D.C. 

287  Robert  J.  Hill  Chicago,  111. 

290  Robert  H,  York  Hart  sells,  Ala. 

292  Ralph  B.  Lister  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

293  George  R.  Zohrlaut  Chicago,  111. 

295  Frank  E.  Hartman  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

296  William  F.  ..Neff  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

299  James  H.  Isbell  I^on  City,  Tenn. 

— -o0o“ — 

TRAINING  FILM  FOR  OBSERVATION  AVIATION 

Captain  Seamel  E.  Anderson,  Air  Corps,  In- 
structor in  the  Observation  Section  of  the  Air 
Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  was  a recent  visitor  at  the  Isafantry 
School  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. , and  the  Cavalry 
School  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas.  The  purpose  of 
Captain  Anderson’ s visit  was  to  confer  with 
representatives  of  the  service  schools  mention 
ed  and  coordinate  the  pr^aration  of  a picture 
plan  for  the  proposed  Air  Corps  Training  Film 
on  Observation  Aviation  and  Infantry  and  Caval- 
ry Missions  ^ich,  the  Signal  Corps  contenplates 
releasing  at  an  early  date. 

— ■oOo— “ 

NO  AIRCRAFT  ACCIDElilT  DURING  ENTIRE  YEAR 

The  31st  Bombardment  Sg^uadron,  stationed  at 
Hickam  Field,  T.K. , accorcpli shed  what  is 
thought  to  be  a record  when  it  finished  the 
Fiscal  Year  1938  without  an  aircraft  accident 
of  any  nature.  Another  major  achievement  was 
made  of  record  vdien  the  longest  mn-stop 
flight  for  the  B-18  type  airplane  was  performed 
when  31st  SquaHron  pilots  flew  from  Hamilton. 
Field,  Calif.,  to  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Other  outstanding  feats  included  flints  to 
San  Antonio,  Texas;  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
in  addition  to  several  coast  to  coast  flints, 
while  the  organization  was  stationed  at  Hamil*? 
ton  Field. 

Late  in  January,  1938,  orders  were  received 
for  the  Sq,uadron  to  proceed  to  Hickam  Field, 
T.H. , for  peimanent  station.  Despite  the  short 
time  available  before  embarking  at  Fort  Mason, 
Ceilif.  , on  February  1,  1938,  the  inovement  was 
acconplished  in  a highly  efficient  nanner. 

This  was  the  first  transfer  of  an  entire  organ- 
ization in  several  years. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  all  officers  of 
this  organization  conpleted  their  minimum 
training  reg^uirements  with  a conrfortable  mar- 
gin of  time  remaining. 

oOo— 

Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount,  Wing  Commar.' 
er  (Colonel)  Air  Corps,  was  appointed  Assistan. 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  with  rank  of 
Brigadier  General,  for  4 years  from  July  17, ’3c 
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CIVILIAN  WARNING  NET  TO  AID  AIR  DEFENSE  PROBLEM 


In  order.,  to  prepare  for  the  largest 
and  most  important  Air  Defense  exercises 
yet  devised  by  the  Am^,  the  War  Depart- 
ment has  recently  issued  instructions  to 
Major  General,  George  Van  Horn  Moseley, 
commanding  the  ‘ ISiird  Anny,  to  make  de- 
tailed plans  for  a joint  Antiaircraft- 
Air  Corps  exercise  to  be  held  at  Fort 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  during  the  period 
Oct^er  3-17,  1938, 

The  directive,  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing for  heavy  concentrations  of  anti- 
aircraft and  Air  Corps  defense  equipment, 
will  enlist  civilian  aid  on  a large 
scale  in  the  installation  of  an  exten- 
sive aircraft  warning  net  encircling 
Fort  Bragg  with  a radius  reaching  to  the 
North  Carolina  Coast. 

Altho'ugh  an  Aircraft  Warning  Net  was 
tested  on  the  West  Coast  in  April  of 
this  year,  which  involved  certain  civil- 
ian and  governmental  agencies,  the  net 
in  North  Carolina  will  be  not  only  ranch 
more  extensive  but  will  place,  for  the 
first  time,  principal  reliance  on  the 
civilian  personnel  of  the  area  covered. 

The  general  function  of  the  warning 
net  is  to  warn  the  defended  area  of  the 
approach  of  any  hostile  aircraft,  in 
order  to  provide  for  interception  by  the 
defending"  Pursuit  Aviation  and  irarnsdlate 
defensive  fires  by  the  anti-aircraft  ar- 
tillery. 

The  net  will  consist  of  some  300  sta- 
tions. It  will  utilise  to  the  maximum 
extent  the  existing  commercial  telephone 
conanunication  facilities,  together  with 
similar  facilities  of  the  Federal,  State 
and  municipal  agencies,  and  of  the  rail- 
roads, power  conpanies  and  other  similar 
private  ^enciea,  all  of  ^om  are  coop- 
erating in  every  possible  way  in  the 
preparation  of  the  plans. 

One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  the  ex- 
ercise will  be  to  test  under  simulated 
service  conditions  the  adequacy  of  our 
present  tactical  and  technical  procedure 
and  to  determine  what  changes,  if  any, 
are  necessary  to  meet  present  day  condi- 
tions. 

For  this  purpose  it  will  be  assumed 
that  the  Fort  Bragg  Military  Reservation, 
contains  an  important  base  airdrome,  de- 
fended by  a complete,  all-around  coordi- 
nated anti-aircraft  artillery  and  Pur- 
suit Aviation  defense.  The  exercise 
will  be  two-sided,  in  that  attacks  will 
be  made  by  portions  of  the  GH^  Air 
Force.  However,  the  purpose  is  not  an 
appraisal  of  relative  efficiency  of  the 
two  arms,  but  is  designed  solely  as  a 
training  exercise  to  determine  the  best 
tactical  methods  and  dispositions  of  de- 
fense against  the  most  effective  forms 
Of  aerial  attack. 

The  results  of  the  test  to  be  made 
during  this  exercise  of  the  practicabili- 
ty of  manning  warning  nets  along  our 
coast  line  by  civilians  will  be  of  much 


importance  to  the  War  Department  in  con- 
nection with  the  formulation  of  plans 
for  the  installation,  in  time  of  war,  of 
such  nets,  which  are  an  essential  part 
of  the  defense  of  the  country  against 
enemy  attacks  from  the  air. 

The  exercise  will  involve  the  concen- 
tration of  a large  percentage  of  the 
Regular  Army  auitl -air craft  artillery  in 
the  United  States.  A large  part  of  the 
GIffi  Air  Force  will  participate. 

The  Defense  will  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing troops,  under  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Fulton  Q,.  C.  Gardner,  U.  S.  Army, 
who  now  coramands  the  Fourth  Coast  Artil- 
lery District,  with  station  at  Fort 
McPnarson,  Ga. ; 

A Provisional  Anti-aircraft  Artillery 
Brigade,  to  include  the  following 
troops,  with  home  stations  as  indi- 
cated: ^ ^ 

61st  Coast  Artillery  (AA) , Fort 
Slieridaii,  111. 

62nd  Coast  Artillery  (AA) , Fort 
Totten,  N.Y. 

69th  Coast  Artillery  (AA) , Fort 
Crockett,  Texas. 

Batteries  A and  C,  2nd  Coast  Artillery 
(HD),  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

A Provisional  Wing,  Air  Force,  to 
include: 

33rd  Squadron.,  8th  Pursuit  Group, 
Langley  Field,  Va. 

36th  Squadron,  8th  Pursuit  Group, 
Langley  Field,  ?a. 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squad- 
ron, 8 til  Pursuit  Group,  Langley 
Field,  ?a. 

27th  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group, 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

The  51st  Signal  Battalion,  Fort  Mon- 
mouth, New  Jersey. 


The  Attacidlng  Force  will  consist  of 
the  following  organisations  of  the  GHQ 
Air  Force,  with  home  stations  as  indi- 
cated, under  command  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Arnold  N.  Krogstad,  Air  Corps,  U.S. 
Am^,  now  stationed  at  Landley  Field, Va.: 

2nd  Wing  Headquarters,  Langley  Field. 

18th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  Mitchel 
Field,  L. I.,  New  Yoi^, 

2nd  Bombardment  Group,  Langley  Field. 

9th  Bombardment  Groi:^),  Mitchel  Field. 

1 Attack  Squadron,  3rd  Wing,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

1 Bombardment  Squadrom,  1st  Wing, 

March  Field,  Calif, 

Brigadier  General  William  Bryden,  U. S, 
Army,  Conananding  General,  Fort  Bragg, 
N.C.,  will  act  as  Director  of  the  Exer- 
cises. 

— -oOo 


During  the  month  of.  June,  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  De- 
pot, Duncan  Field,  Texas,  overhauled  a 
total  of  14  airplanes  and  34  engines, and 
repaired  48  planes  and  46  engines. 
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SPOT  UINDIU&S  BY  INSTRUMENTS  AT  RANDOLPH! 


HIGH  PLYING  TIME  MARK  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 


On  a recent  Satvirday,  19  graduates  of 
the  instrument  landing  training  demon- 
strated their  skill  in  a spot  landing 
test  which  was  e2q)ected  to  show  the  accu- 
racy which  might  he  attained,  as  well  as 
the  extent  to  which  graduates  retained 
their  skill  after  ceasing  regular  and 
frequent  practice. 

Each  pilot  was  permitted  to  make  one 
flight  entirely  on  instruments,  includ- 
ing take-off  and  landing,  and  was  limit- 
ed to  twenty  minutes*  flying  time.  BT-9 
airplanes  were  used  exclusively  and  a 
flag  was  placed  on  the  airdrome  to  mark 
the  spot  where  a ET-9  would  stop  after  a 
theoretically  correct  landing  and  a nor- 
ml  roll.  ^Kie  work  of  each  pilot  was 
judged  entirely  hy  his  nearness  to  this 
flag  when  he  opened  the  hood  after  stop- 
ping, provided,  of  course,  no  assistance 
was  had  from  the  safety  pilot  or  exter- 
nal vision. 

_The  first  pilot  to  take-off  was  1st 
Lieut.  E.A.  Joyce,  Air  Reserve,  who  made 
a beautiful  landing  right  on  the  line  to 
the  flag,  but  stopped  rolling  836  feet 
before  reaching  it.  'This  was  considered 
highly  creditable,  as  it  was  only  the 
second  time  that  Lieut.  Joyce  had  made 
instrument  landings  in  a BT-9.  Captain 
James  B.  Burwell  lowered  the  record  to 
643  feet,  which  was  soon  cut  to  318  feet 
by  1st  Lieut.  R.W.  Burns,  Commanding  Of- 
ficer, Flight  B,  Basic  Stage.  Second 
Lieut.  Tom  H.  Cunningham  promptly  lower- 
ed the  record  to  240  feet,  and  no  subse- 
quent pilot  was  able  to  in5)rove  this. 

This  test  was  a welcome  change  from 
the  routine  instrument  landing  training, 
which  had  been  done  outside  the  usual 
duty  hours  to  avoid  hazard  from  student 
flying,  and  because  with  the  present 
large  classes  officers  have  not  been 
able  to  spare  the  time  during  duty  hours. 
Notwithstanding  these  handicaps,  36 
pilots,  including  the  Post  Commander, 
Lieut.  Colonel  John  B,  Brooks,  have  com- 
pleted the  training  since  February  and 
been  found  qi^lified  by  the  rigid.ly  ap- 
plied rule  of  three  consecutive  laiidings 
without  assistance. 

Officers,  often  already  overloaded, 
have _ undertaken  this  extra  duty  with  a 
willingness  which  is  shown,  by  the  long 
waiting  list  of  applicants  of  the  course; 
and  if  any  ladies  have  murrmired  at  the 
substitution  of  instrument  landing  prac- 
tice for  the  usual  dinner  hours,  they 
have  not  made  such  complaints  public. 

If  the  test  did  not  prove  anything 
else,  it  confirmed  the  fact  that  a large 
proportion  of  the  Air  Corps  officers 
consider  instrument  landing  training 
highly  in^jortant. 

oOo 

Major  Lawrence  P.  Hickey,  Air  Corps, 
has  taken  over  the  command  of  the  1st 
Pursuit  Group,  Self ridge  Field,  Mich. 


Randolph  Field  officers  and  students 
flew  this  past  fiscal  year  the  unusual 
total  of  102,932  hours  and  25  minutes. 
This  total  exceeded  previous  fiscal 
years  of  1936  and  1937  by  approximately 
30,000  flying  hours. 

The  46th  School  Squadron  led  in  flying 
time  on  the  field  with  a total  of 
28,513  hours  and  40  minutes.  This 
Squadron  has  consistently  led  in  flying 
time  for  Randolph  Field  for  the  last 
tliree  years. 

The  Randolph  Field  Correspondent  ex- 
presses the  belief  that  this  record  for 
Randolph  Field  is  as  high  as  at  any 
other  Air  Corps  field  and  requests  com- 
ments. 

oOo 

FLIGHT  OF  AmiY  AIRPLANES  TO  COLOMBIA 

Due  to  a change  in  training  plans,  the 
composition  of  the  proposed  flight  of 
United  States  Arn^  airplanes  to  Bogota, 
Colombia,  will  consist  of  one  flight  of 
three  B-17  Bombers  from  Langley  Field, 

Ya. , instead  of  the  flight  from  Panama, 
as  previously  stated. 

This  flight,  as  announced  on  July  6, 
1938,  by  the  State  Department,  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  inaugural  ceremonies  of 
President-elect  Dr.  Eduardo  Santos  on 
August  7th,  at  Bogota,  as  a gesture  of 
good  will  and  in  order  to  en^hasize  the 
solidarity  and  community  of  interests 
between  the  two  Republics. 

Personnel  included  in  the  flight  will 
consist  of  fourteen  officers  and  twelve 
enlisted  men. 

— oOo — — 

A.C.  NONCOMISSIONED  OFFICERS  PROMOTED 

The  following  noncommissioned  officers 
of  the  Air  Corps,  having  recently  been 
examined  and  found  qualified  for  a higher 
grade  in  the  Air  Corps  (Weather  Service), 
and  as  vacancies  exist  therein,  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  grade  indicated  in  the 
Air  Corps(Weather  Service) , pursuant  to 
authority  contained  in  Arny  Regulations 
No.  615-5: 

To  Mr,  Sergeant.  A. C.  Weather 'Servicej 

Te  cHni  cal  “^rgeants  Diran  Arake  lian , 

Yta.  F.  Bernheisel,  Harry  F.  Gordon,  Myron 
S,  Howe,  of  Patterson  Field,  Ohio;  Harry 
J.  Cuskey,  Middletown  Air  Depot,  and 
Martin  F.  Sebode,  Langley  Field,  Va, 

To  'Tech.  Sergeant.  A.C.  (Weather  Serv. ) 

Sergeants  Ralph  W/ 'Beat  ty , Robt. 
M,  Glenn,  James  L.  Hubbard,  Herman  J. 
Pryber  and  ?/illiara  A.  Smith,  of  Patter- 
son Field,  Ohio;  John  S.  Hambleton,  of 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas;  and  Devon  F. 
Maurer,  of  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Of  the  noncommissioned  officers  above 
enumerated,  Sergeants  Bernheisel, Cuskey, 
Sebode,  Beatty,  Glenn,  Hubbard 
(Continued  on  page  10 ) 
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AWAHS  Of  THE  MCKAY  TROPHY 


iEhe  War  pepartment  annouaced  that 
Captains  Cexl.  J.  Crane  and  George  V, 
Holloman,  Air  Corps,  will  he  awarded  the 
Macka^  Trophy  for  1937  for  their  out- 
standing achievement  in  successfully  de- 
veloping and  actually  demonstrating  the 
Ai^lane  Automatic  Landing  ^stem. 

!me  Board  of  Air  Corps  officers,  re- 
cently convened  to  make  recommendations 
relative  to  the  aw^d  of  the  Mackay  Tro- 
phy, was  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that 
these  two  officers  highly  merited  this 
award.  Both  of  them,  well  versed  in 
aeronautical  engineering,  particularly 
in  the  functioning  of  Various  instru- 
ments and  devices  relating  to  aerial 
navigation*  devoted  intensive  research 
and  painstaking  effort  over  a period  of 
two  years  toward  perfecting  the  automat- 
ic landing  system.  The  first  flight  un- 
der this  system  was  accomplished  on  Aug. 
23,  1937,  and  it  marked  the  first  ©htire- 
ly  automatic  landing  in  aviation  history- 
that  is,  the  entire  landing  control  was 
incorporated  within  the  aircraft  itself; 
there  was  no  human  manipulation  of  plane 
controls  at  any  time. 

Associated  with  Captains  Crane  and 
Holloman,  in  the  development  of  the  auto- 
matic landing  system  was  Mr,  Raymond  K. 
Stout,  project  engineer  at  the  Air  Corps 
Materiel  Division,  Wright  Eield,  Ohio. 
Since  the  Mackay  Trophy,  through  the 
provisions  of  the  deed  of  gift,  can  only 
oe  awarded  to  officers  of  the  United 
States  Array,  Iilr,  Stout  was  given  a let- 
ter of  commendation  from  the  Acting  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  Honorable  Louis 
Johnson,  for  his  work  in  this  striking 
development. 

^The  automatic  landing  system  was  de- 
signed by  Captain  Crane,  Director  of  the 
Instrument  and  navigation  Laboratory  at 
Wiight  Eield  and,  working  with  Captain. 
Holloman,  he  conducted  practically  all 
of  the  fli^at  tests  which  brought  to  a 
successful  conclusion  the  automatic  land- 
ing system.  The  various  unit.s  of  auto- 
^tic  control  were  designed  by  these  of- 
ficers, Mr.  Stout,  and  Ivir,  C.D. 
Barbulesco,  of  the  Signal  Co2*ps  Aircraft 
Radio  Laboratory,  which  laboratory  as- 
sisted materially  in  the  design  and  con- 
struction. of  various  units  entering  into 
the  automatic  landing  system. 

The  Mackay  Trophy  was  tendered  to  the 
Aero  Club  of  America  in  1912  by  Mr, 
Ol^ence  H.  Mackay,  the  deed  of  gift 
Stipulating  that  it  was  to  be  awarded 
squally  to  the  officer  or  officers  of 
the  United  States  Army  making  the  most 
Meritorious  flight  of  the  year.  The  Na- 
tional Aeronautic  Association,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.j  successor  to  the  Aero  Club  of 
Merica,  is  the  present  custodian  of 
tnis  Trophy. 

Associated  with  the  Mackay  Trophy  are 
most  of  the  highlights  in  the  history  of 


Army  aviation,  such  as  the  first  non- 
stop flight  across  the  American  contin- 
ent by  Lieutenants  Kelly  and  Macready; 
the  first  flight  around  the  world  under 
the  leadership  of  Captain  Lowell  H. 

Smith;  and  the  Army  Good  Will  Flight 
around  South  America,  led  by  Major  Her- 
bert A.  Dargue.  Since  1912,  the  Mackay 
Trophy  has  been  awarded  annually  by  the 
War  Department  for  meritorious  flights, 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  1917.  Of 
noteworthy  interest  in  connection  with 
the  award  of  this  Trophy  is  the  fact 
that  Brigadier  General  Henry  H,  Arnold, 
Assistant  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  is  a 
two-time  winner  thereof.  He  received 
the  first  award  in  1912  for  a reconnais- 
sance flight  in  the  early  Wright  biplane 
from  College  Park,  Maryland,  to  Fort 
Myer,  ¥a. ; Alexandria,  7a. , and  return 
to  College  Park,  and  the  second  award, 

23  years  later,  for  hi s' leadership  of  a 
sauadron  of  ten  B-10  Martin  Bombers  from 
Washington,  D. C. , to  Fairbanks,  Alaska, 
and  return,  in  July-August,  1934. 

Eighteen  years  ago,  the  Tropl^  was 
also  awarded  for  a meritorious  flight  to 
Alaska  (Hew  York  to  Home.  Alaska,  and  re- 
turn 'to  Washington,  D,  C.),  that  expedi- 
tion being  headed  by  Captain  St.  Clair 
Streett. 

Two  early  Arny  fliers,  still  in  active 
service,  who  won  the  Mackay  Trophy  are 
Colonels  Shepler  W.  FitzGerald  and  Byron 
Jones,  Air  Corps,  the  former  receiving 
i't  in  1914  for  a reconnaissance  flight 
and  the  latter  the  following  year  for 
establishing  an  American  duration  record. 

Two  Air  Corps  officers  still  in  the 
service,  who  share  with  General  Arnold 
the  dis'tinction  of  being  two-time  win- 
ners of  the  Trophy,  are  Majors  Lowell  H. 
Smith  and  Oakley  G.  Kelly.  Major  Smith 
won  the  award  in  1919  for  his  participa- 
tion in  the  Transcontinental  Reliability 
Test  Flight  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
and  in  1924  for  his  leadership  of  the 
Around- the -World  Flight.  Major  Kelly, 
jointly  with  former  Captain  John  A. 
Macreachr,  won  the  Trophy  in  1922  for  a 
record-breaking  duration  flight,  and  in 
the  following  year  for  the  successful 
culmination  of  the  first  non~stop  flight 
across  the  American  continent.  Inciden- 
tally, Major  Kelly’s  flying  partner 
(Captain  Macready)  is  the  only  three- 
time winner  of  the  Trophy,  for  he  also 
received  it  in  1921  for  a record-break- 
ing altitude  flight.  A member  of  the 
Around-the-World  Flight,  who  is  now  in 
civil  life,  is  also  a two-time  winner  of 
the  Trophy.  This  individual,  Major 
Erik  H.  Helson,  Specialist  Reserve,  par- 
ticipated also  in  the  Alaskan  Expedition 
in  1920. 

Captain  Crane,  a native  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  where  he  was  born  on  October  20, 
1900,  is  an  honor  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
9-  7-7807,  A.C. 


sity  of  Dayton,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  a B.M.E.  degree  in  1924.  Com- 
missioned a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Service,  July  5,  1924,  he  was  promoted 
to  1st  Lieutenant,  March  28,  1930,  and 
to  Captain,  August  1,  1935.  Following 
his  graduation  from  the  Primary  Plying 
School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  Pehruaxy 
28,  1925,  and  from  the  Advanced  Plying 
School, _Kelly  Field,  Texas,  where  he 
specialized  in  Pm* suit  Aviation,  on 
September  14,  1925,  he  was  assigned  to 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich, , for  duty  with 
the ^ 27th  Pursuit  Squadron  as  aigineering 
Officer,  and  later  as  Supply  Officer. 

In  June,  1927,  he  was  transferred  to 
Kelly  Field,  and  he  served  there  until 
I'Tovemher  18,  1927,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  duty  as  flying  instructor  and  academ- 
ic instructor  at  the  Primary  Plying 
School  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas.  For  one 
year,  from  October,  1931,  he  was  on  duty 
as  academic  instructor  at  the  Primary 
Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas. 
Prom  November,  1932,  to  November,  1934,. 
he  was  on  duty  at  Albrook  Field,  Panama 
Canal^Zone,  where  for  the  most  part  of 
the  time  he  served  as  engineering  offi- 
cer. __  In  December,  1934,  he  was  assigned 
to  his  present  station  at  f^ri^t  Field, 
Dayton,  __0hio. 

Captain  Crane’s  interest  in.  instrument 
flying  dates  from  the  time  he  was  on 
duty  as  instructor  at  Brooks  Field,  Here 
he  was  associated  with  Lieut.  Colonel 
William  C.  Ocker  in  connection  with  the 
training^^of  pilots  to  fly  in  hooded  cock- 
pits, using  radio  aide.  He  is  the  co- 
author with  Colonel  Ocker  of  the  book 
"Blind  Plying  in  Theory  and  Practice. " 

Captain  Holloman,  a native  of  Rich 
Sqmre,  N.  G.  , where  he  was  born  on  Sept- 
ember 17,  1902,  graduated  from  the  North 
Carolina  State  College  in  1925,  with  a 
B.S._ degree  in  Electrical  Engineering. 
Commissioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
Regular _^Army  on  September  24,  1925,  he 
was  assigned  to  the  29th  Infantry  and 
was  stationed  at  Port  Benning,  Georgia, 
for , two  years.  Detailed  to  the  Air 
Corps,  he  completed  the  primary  flying 
course  at  Brooks  Field,  and  the  advanced 
flying  course  at  Kelly  Field,  where  he 
specialized  in  Observation  Aviation,  and 
received  the  ratings  of  "Airplane  Pilot" 
and  "Airplane  Observer,"  June  25,  1928. 

He  was  tnen  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
88th  Observation  Squadron  at  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahom,  where  he  served  for  two  years. 

At  his  next  station,  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111, , he  completed  the  Conmuni- 
cations  course  at  the  Air  Corps  Tech- 
nical School,  and  on  June  24,  1931,  he 
was _ assigned  to  duty  at  the  Materiel  Di- 
vision, fright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Following  his  graduation  from  the  1934- 
1935  course  at  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  on  August  1, 
1935,  he  returned  to  duty  in  the  Equip- 
ment Branch,  Engineering  Section,  of, the 
Materiel  Division. 


The  National  Aeronautic  Association, 
custodian  of  the  Mackay  Trophy  under  the 
terms  of  the  grant  by  the  donor,  will  an- 
nounce in  the  near  future  the  date  and 
place  of  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the 
presentation  of  the  Trophy  to  Captains 
Crane  and  Holloman. 

— oOo— 


Pro, 


motion 


of  ^Noncomlssioned  Officers 


Maurer  and  Pryber  are  members  of  the  2nd 
Weather  Squadron^  and  Sergeants  Arake- 
lian.* Howe,  H^bleton  and  Smith  of  the 
3rd  feather  Squadron. 

— oOo— - 

TRUE  AIR-SPEED  METM 

The  True  Air-Speed  Meter  or  Indicator 
differs  from  the  air-speed  indicator  now 
in  use  in  that  it  indicates  the  true  air 
speed  directly.  Eie  present  method  of 
air-speed  indication,  must  be  corrected 
for  temperature  and  pressure  to  obtain 
the  true  air  speed. 

The  standard  air-speed  indicator  em- 
ploys a pitot-statie  head  for  obtaining  a 
differential  between  the  static  pressure 
(still  air)  and  the  dynamic  pressure, 
which  is  the  impact  pressure  In  the  open, 
end  of  a tube  facing  the  direction  of 
travel.  The  "true  air-speed"  indication 
is  obtained  in  a manner  similar  to  that 
of  a screw  through  a threaded  hole.  The 
propeller  or  impeller  turns'  at  a rate 
proportional  to  the  speed  with  which  it 
is  moving  forward,  meoretically  there 
must  be  no  friction  retarding  the  move- 
ment of  the  impeller,  but  practically 
this  is  in^ossible.  However,  every  ef- 
fort is  mad©  to  reduce  the  friction,  and 
the  results  obtained  in  tests  to  date  in- 
dicate satisfactory  results  with  this 
true  air-speed  indicator.  The  i^eller 
makes  and  breaks  two  circuits  which  con- 
trol Bolenolde  in  the  indicator.  These 
solenoids  control  the  length  of  time  the 
counting  mechanism  of  a chronome trie- 
type  indicator  is  operating  and  converse- 
ly the  length  of  time  the  pointer  is 
held.  The  action  is  similar  to  that  of 
a chronometrie  tachometer  except  that 
the  speed  of  the  make  and  break,  of  the 
circuits  is  indicated  on  a suitably  cali- 
brated dial  in  miles  per  hour. 

A service  test  quantity  of  ten  of  this 
type  of  instrument  is  now  on  procurement 
by  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division^ 

Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio, 

— oOo— 


Lieut.  Colonel  Joseph  T,  McNarney, 
Air^  Corps,  ^ is  ejected  to  arrive  at 
Hamilton  Field  in  the  very  near  future 
from  Langley  Field,  ¥a. , at  which  post 
he  served  as  Chief  of  the  G-4  Section 
of  the  Headquarters  GHQ  Air  Force,  Col. 
McNarney  at  one  time  commanded  the  7th 
Bombardment  Group  at  March  Field  before 
it  was  moved  to  Hamilton.  Field  in  1934, 
-10-  V-7807,  A.C. 


mmim  POLICEMAN  WINS  PISTOL  JAA.TCH 
By  1st  Lieut,  E.W.  Suarez, Air  Corps 

The  Wheeler  Field  Rifle  & Pistol  Club 
Tras  represented  at  the  first  annual 
Kauai  Championship  Pistol  Match  by  Corpo- 
ral 0,J.  Wltham#  of  the  26th  Attack 
Squadron,  Air  Corps,  Corporal  Witliaro. 
placed  second  in  the  event.  The  raatch 
was  well  attended,  with  sharpshooters 
from  all  over  Kauai  participating. 

The  winner  was  lir,  Kiiaokeo*  a police- 
man of  Kauai.  Mr,  Beam,  representing 
the  Makaweli  Rifle  &. Pistol  Club,  and 
considered  one  of  the  best  pistol  shots 
on  Kauai,  came  in  a close  third.  The 
match  was  fired  on  the  range  of  the 
sponsors,  the  Makaweli  Rifle  & Pistol 
Club,  The  range  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  islands  for  pistol  shooting.  Corpo- 
ral Witham  8a,y3  tha,t  the  true  meaning  of 
"Hawaiian  Hospitality*’  was  brought  home 
to  him  by  this  trip  to  the  Garden  Isle. 
Everyone  with  whom  he  came  in  contact 
did^ everything  possible- to  make  the  trip 
a pheasant  one. 

The  Wheeler  Field  Rifle  & Pistol  Club 
was  organized  a ysar  ago  through  the  in- 
terest and  efforts  of  Lieuts.  G.E.  Price, 
J.G,  Russell,  and  a groi:ra  of  enlisted 
"Gun-Bugs"  of  Wheeler  Field.  Since  then 
they  have  built  their  own  outdoor,  small 
bore  range.  It  consists  of  firing 

goints  for  fifteen  shooters  at  ranges  of 
0 and  100  yards.  Tha  range  was  built 
with  the  volunteer  labor  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  club, 

Kie  first  annual  matchee,  both  rifle 
and  pistol,  of  the  Hawaiian  Territorial 
Rifle  Association,  were  held  on  the 
VJheeler  Field  Range.  This  is,  indeed,  a 
compliment  when  it  is  realized  that  this 
association  is  coirmrised  of  over  twenty 
rifle  and  pistol  clubs. 

, !^e  Wheeler  Field  Club  is  very  much 
interested  in  hearing  from  other  Air 
Corps  rifle  or  pistol  clubs  throughout 
the  Army. 

oOo 

SQUAmONS  IN  PHILIPPINES  SWAP . STATIONS 

A long  rumored  change  of  stations  be- 
tween the  28th  Bombardment  Squadron^  sta- 
tioned at  Nichols  Field,  and  the  3rd 
Pursuit  Squadron  at  Clark  Field,  became 
a reality  on  June  1st,  when  instructions 
were  received  from  Headquarters  Philip- 
pine Department,  directing  the  inter- 
change of  these  organizations,  commenc- 
ing June  15th. 

Tactical  considerations  prompted  the 
transfer.  The  landing  and  hangar  facil- 
ities at  Nichols  Field  were  inadequate 
for  the  training  requirements  of  the 
28thj  whereas  ample  Taangar  and  landing 
space  are  available  at  Clark  Field, 

The  transfer  of  these  units  commenced 
on  June  15th  and  was  estimated  to  be 
completed  in  about  ten  days,  Air  and 
Sovernmeut  motor  transportation  was  used 


incident  to  moving  of  personnel,  proper- 
ty and  household  effects  from  Nichols 
Field  to  Clark  Field  and  vice  versa. 

Tne  personnel  of  the  3rd  Pursuit 
Squadron,  consists  of  7 officers  and  69 
enlisted  men.  The  commissioned  comple- 
ment moved  comprised  Major  Lloyd  Barnett, 
1st  lieuts.  Jerome  S.  Blair,  II,  and 
Norman  H.  Burnett,  and  2nd  Lieuts.  Cecil 
E.  Combs,  Conrad  F.  Necrason,  John  M. 
Bartella  and  Jackson  H.  Gray. 

The  personnel  of  the  28th  Bombardment 
consists  of  6 officers  and  91  enlisted 
men.  Commissioned  officers  moved  to 
Clark  Field  are  Major  Guy  L.  McNeil,  1st 
Lieuts.  David  N.  Motherwell,  Wendell  W. 
Bowman,  Hunter  Harris,  Jr.,  Stanley  J. 
Donovan  and  2nd  Lieut.  Paul  E,  Todd. 

— ^-oOo— - 

GENERAL  CHA-NEy  LEAVES  RANDDLPH  FIELD 

General  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Chaney  de- 
arted  on  jiily  16th  from  Randolph  Field 
or  their  new  station^  Mitchel  Field, 

N.Y,  Since  May  17,  1935,  General 
Chaney,  acting  as  Assistant  Chief  of  the 
Air  Corps,  has  conmanded  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center. 

On  Saturday,  July  2nd,  a ground  review 
of  troops  (including  all  officers,  fly- 
ing cadets  and  enlisted  men  of  Randolph 
Field)  was  held  in  honor  of  General 
Chaney.  The  twenty-third  Infantry  Band 
was  generously  loaned  to  Randolph  Field 
to  provide  music  for  this  review. 

On  July  9thj  the  officers  and  lad.ies 
of  Randolph  Field  gave  a farewell  party, 
honoring  General  and  Mrs.  Chaney.  On 
Saturday,  July  16th,  many  officers  and 
ladies  gathered  in  front  of  the  Adminis- 
tration Bui.lding  to  say  good-bye  as  the 
Chaneys  drove  away,  A formation  of  air- 
planes circled  above  their  automobile, 
and  accon^anied  them  for  several  miles 
along  the  highway. 

All  personiiel  of  the  Air  Corps  Train- 
ing Center  regret  the  departure  of  the 
Commanding  General  and  his  wife.  Evetry 
officer  and  enlisted  man  has  thorou^ly 
enjoyed,  serving  under  General  Chaney. 

Mrs,  Chaney  has  been  very  active  in 
charitable,  welfare  and  social  activi- 
ties, both  on  the  post  and  in  the  nearby 
civilian  areas.  They  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all  who  have  known  them. 

Briga,dier  General  Barton  K.  Yount  will 
succeed  General  Chaney  as  Commanding 
General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center. 
Word  was  received  that  General  and  Mrs, 
Yount  expect  to  arrive  at  Randolph  Field 
about  August  3rd.  All  personnel" are 
looking  forward  to  welcomixig  them  upon 
their  arrival. 

oOo 

Special _ Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  announce  the  retirement 
from  active  service  on  July  31,  1938,  of 
First  Sergeant  Jared  Leet,  Base  Hors,  anc 
5th  Air  Bass  Squadron,  Hamilton  Field, 
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RADIO  SCHOOL  AT  MAXWELL  FIELD 


Six  Air  Corps  enlisted  men  graduated 
on  July  2nd  from  the  second  class  of  the 
Post  Radio  School  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala., 
and  were  immediately  assigned  to  duty  as 
operators,  as  indicated; 

Technical  Sergeant  G. D.  Tomherlin, 
Privates  J.M.  Coshy,  M.P.  Dufalo  and  R.H. 
Garrett  to  Airdrome  and  Airways  Control 
Station; 

Privates  D.P.  Parker  and  H.M. Forehand 
to  Post  Communications  Section. 

Tile  purpose  of  this  Radio  School  is  to 
train  enlisted  men  as  radio  operators 
for  the  Airways  Control  and  Airdrome 
Control  and  Post  Communications  Section. 
The  course  consists  of  the  following 
subjects: 

Sending  and  Receiving  International 
Morse  Code, 

Practical  Radio  Technique, 

Tactical  Radio  Procedure, 

Airdrome  Control  Procedure, 

Ret  Operating  Practice, 

Typing, 

Elementary  Meteorology, 

Installation  and  Adjustment  of  Air- 
craft Radio  Equipment. 

The  third  class  of  this  school  was 
scheduled  to  start  on  July  25thj  with 
about  15  students.  The  graduation  date 
for  this  class  is  tentatively  set  for 
January  25,  1939. 

The  School  is  conducted  under  the  su- 
pervision of  1st  Lieut.  R.E.L.  Choate, 

Air  Corps,  Post  Signal  Officer,  with 
Sergeant  B.F.  Borders  as  Instructor  and 
Noncomroissioned  Officer  in  Charge. 

oOo 

AIR  CORPS  ACTIVITIES  IN  HAWAII 

Equipped  at  present  with  a BT-9  and  a 
number  of  B-18's,  and  with  the  assign- 
ment of  more  B-18's  to  the  organization 
in  the  near  future,  a new  high  mark  will 
be  set  for  the  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron 
at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , in  so  far  as  modern 
equipment  is  concerned. 

The  Squadron  recently  made  a mass 
flight  to  Hilo,  Hawaii,  and  as  many  as 
possible  took  advantage  of  the  short 
stay  at  Kilauea. 


The  50th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  has 
been  photographing  airdromes  on  outlying 
islands  for  the  Department  Airways 
Officer. 

On  June  21st,  six  officers  and  twelve 
enlisted  men  flew  to  Hilo,  Hawaii,  in 
ty/o  flights  of  Martin  B-12  Bombardment 
airplanes.  The  Hews  Letter  Correspon- 
dent of  the  50th  Squadron  states  that 
"a  two-day  stay  at  the  Kilauea  Military 
Canp  enabled  us  to  see  some  of  nature’ s 
wonders,  volcanic  craters,  lava  tubes, 
and  the  Fern  Forest.  It  is  a rare 
treat,  and  we  all  hope  to  make  the  trip 
again  very  soon. ” 


During  the  period  from  July  5th  to 
15th,  the  50th  Reconnaissance  Squadron 
was  scheduled  to  be  at  Bellows  Field  for 
a two-week  gunnery  period. 

The  end  of  June  found  the  72nd  Bom- 
bardment Squadron  at  Luke  Field,  T.H. , 
prepared  to  begin  the  next  year's 
training  in  good  shape. 

The  month  of  June  found  the  Base  Head- 
quarters and  17  th  Air  Base  SquadroUj 
Luke  Field,  receiving  new  men  into  its 
ranks  as  the  long  discussed  shake-up 
of  the  5th  Bombardment  Group  material- 
ized. Although  a number  of  men  were 
lost  to  the  Squadron,  transfers  from 
other  organisations  within  the  Group 
and  the  Hawaiian  Department  materially  • 
increased  the  strength  of  the  Squadron. 
The  Squadron  maintains  a detachment  of 
enlisted  men  at  Hickam  Field. 


Lack  of  a sufficient  number  of  noncom- 
missioned officers  in  the  Base  Headquar- 
ters and  17th  Air  Base  Squadron  resulted 
in  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Privates,  1st  Class,  as  Acting  Corporals: 

Dorn;  Hyatt,  Johnson,  J.W, ; Lafkas, 
Raugle,  Nothstein,  Ringo,  Robertson  and 
Simpson. 

oOo 


ACTIVITIES  AT  THE  HAWAIIAN  AIR  DEPOT 

With  the  gradual  increase  cf  Army  air- 
craft in  the  Hawr?.iian  Department,  the 
Hawaiian  Air  Depot  has  been  forced  to 
increase  the  personnel  thereof  to  well 
over  the  capacity  of  the  old  ferry, 
which  brings  the  en^loyees  across  Pearl 
Harbor  to  Ford  Island  every  morning  and 
returns  them  every  evening. 

Major  Charles  E.  Branshaw,  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Hawaiian  Air  Depot,  has 
been  wrestling  with  the  problem  of  work- 
ing out  methods  to  get  his  personnel 
hack  and  forth  across  the  water.  Until 
a new  ferry  contract  can  be  accomplish- 
ed, it  will  be  necessary  to  stagger  the 
Depot  working  hours;  7; 15  a.m.  to  3:30 
p.m. , for  Headquarters  and  Supply,  and  / 
7:45  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  for  Engineering. 

Major  Ames  S,  Albro,  the  Depot  Kagin- 
eeering  Officer,  together  with  Major 
William  J.  Hanlon,  Supply  Officer,  have 
been  having  their  usual  share  of  head- 
aches trying  to  surmount  the  barrier 
of  ocean  water  between  Hawaii  and  the 
mainland  in  getting  equipment  and  parts 
for  the  B-18*s,  P-26*s,  etc. 

oOo 


TENNIS  PERKS  UP  AT  BOLLING  FIELD 

Four  new  tennis  courts  which  were  re- 
cently completed  at  Bolling  Field  are  a 
fine  addition  to  its  recreational  facil- 
ities and  will  open  up  another  popular 
activity  for  the  post  personnel. 
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FIRST  WING  TO  TRAIN  IN  TEIE  NORTHWEST 

The  First  Wing,  . GHQ  Air  Force,  will 
move  to  the  Paciric  Northweet  during  the 
period  August  8tii  to  the  15th. 

The  Seventh  Bomhardment  Group,  Head- 
quarters and  Headquarters  Squa^on,  9th 
and_ 11th  Bomhardment  Squadrons  from 
Hamilton  Field,  with  15  planes,  34  offi- 
cers and  95  enlisted  men,  will  he  sta- 
tioned at  Felts  Field,  Washington,  near 
Spokane . 

The  88th  Reconnaissance  Souadron.  will 
he  stationed  at  McChord  Field.  Washing- 
ton (Tacoma  Municipal  Airport).  There 
will  he  a total  of  33  planes^  V9  offi- 
cers and  220  enlisted  personnel. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  maneuver 
is  to  schedule  long  range  reconnaissance 
missions  and  to  familiarize,  personnel 
with  the  terrain  and  available  military 
facilities  throughout  the  Pacific  North- 
west Area. 

Oueratione; 

August  8th  - 'SoncenfraiTon  of  airplanes 
and  personnel  at  operating  airdromes, 

August  9th  - Aerial  reconnaissance  of 
principal  cities  and  airdromes  within, 
operating  area. 

August  10th  - Bombing  exercises  off 
Cape  Flattery. 

August  lltn  - Bombing  demonstration,  at 
Fort  Lewis. 

August  12th  - A long  range  reconnaisa? 
sance  assembly  problem. 

AuOTst  13th  - Airplane  maintenance  and 
local  reconnaissaiice. 

August  14th  - Open  house  for  inspec- 
tion by  civil  populace. 

August  15th  - Evacuation  and  return  to 
home  airdromes. 

All  supplies  other  than  food  will  be 
flowi  by  air  transport  from  Hamilton  and 
March  Fields. 

. — oOo— 

RETIREMENT  OF  MASTER'-  SERGEANT  OSBURN 

War  Department  orders  were  recently  re- 
ceived placing  Master  Sergeant  Charley  J. 
Osburn,  63rd  School  Squadron,  Air  Corps 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  on  the  retired  list,  effective 
July  31,  1938,  the  date  he  will  have  com- 
pleted thirty  years  of  service  in  the 
Ar^. 

This  old  noncommissioned  officer,  who 
has  had  a colorful  and  interesting  mili- 
tary Career,  recently  arrived  in  the 
States  with  his  family  aboard  the  U.S. 
Amy  Transport  GRANT  from  the  Philippine 
Department,  where  he  served  as  Line 
Chief  with  the  28th  Bombardment  Sqiiadron, 
Air  Corps,  at  Nichols  Field.  This  was 
Sergeant  Osburn* s second  tour  of  duty  in 
the  Philippines,  he  having  previously 
served  there  from  December,  1908,  to 
July,  1909,  while  a member  of  Company 
“I/'  30 th  Infantry. 

, Sergeant  Osburn*  b service  in  the  Army 
began  on  September  25,  1908.  He  has 


had"hitches“  in  the  Infantry,  Coast  Ar- 
tillery Corps,  Signal  Corps,  and  during 
the  past  16  years  he  has  served  continu- 
ously in  the  Air  Corps,  which  he  joined 
on  March  31,  1922,  He  holds  the  unique 
distinction  of  attaining  the  grade  of 
Technical  Sergeant,  Air  Corps,  on  his 
first  enlistment  in  his  newly  chosen 
branch  of  the  service.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant  on  Octo- 
ber 10,  1932. 

All  of  Sergeant  Osburn* s Discharge  Cer- 
tificates bear  the  notation  of 
''Excellent**  character,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged as  a noncommissioned  officer 
from  all  but  his  first  enlistment  period, 
once  as  Corporal,  twice  as  Sergeant,  1st 
Class,  thrice  as  Technical  Sergeant  and 
twice  as  Master  Sergeant.  His  current 
enlistment  began  on  March  31,  1937. 

During  the  World  War,  J/Iaster  Sergeant 
Osburn  served  at  the  School  of  Fire, 

Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  while  a Sergeant, 

1st  Glass,  Signal  Corps,  on  duty  with 
the  Ordnance  Department.  He  points  with 

gride  to  the  fact  that,  as  far  as  he 
nows,  he  is  the  only  soldier  to  com- 
plete thirty  years  of  service  who  still 
has  in  his  possession,  the  initial  issue 
of  two  O.D,  blankets,  furnished  him  on 
his  first  enlistment.  These  two  comfort 
able  old  blankets  which  have  seen  such 
long  service  were  issued  to  him  at  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  Mo.,  in  1908,  and  still 
have  a lot  of  '’wear  and  tear"  left  in 
them. 

Although  a native  of  Sundet,  Arkansas, 
Sergeant  Osburn  has  selected  San  Antonio 
Texas,  as  the  place  to  make  his  home 
with  his  wife,  son  and  daughter.  Another 
son,  "J.C. ,"  is  a Private  in  the  28th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Air  Corps,  at 
Nichols  Field,  P.I.j  and  he  is  well  on 
his  way  following  his  Dad's  footsteps. 

The  Air  Corps,  and  his  many  friends  al 
over  the  service,  congratulate  this  fine 
old  noncommissioned  officer  on  his 
splendid  record  and  the  service  rendered 
his  country,  and  their  best  wishes  go 
with  him  on  his  well  earned  retirement. 
oOo 

NEW  RUN17AY  CONSTRUCTED  AT  NICHOLS  FIELD 


An  asphalt  runway  is  being  constructed 
at  Nichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.  I.  , extending 
the  length  of  the  flying  field  and  run- 
ning north  and  south.  Grading  is  now  be- 
ing done  by  about  ^ixty  laborers.  When 
completed  it  will  be  about  60  feet  wide 
and  1500  feet  long,  and  it  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  use  about  December  1st. 
It  is  anticipated  that  construction  will 
have  to  be  deferred  during  the  rainy 
season. 

The  newly  constructed  runway  will  per- 
mit the  take-off  of  airplanes  regardless 
of  the  condition  of  the  rest  of  tbe  fly- 
ing field  and  will  be  conducive  to  high- 
er tactical  efficiency  of  all  organi^a.- 
tions  of  the  4th  Composite  Group. 
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NSW  CLASS  FOR  FLIGHT  SURGSONS 


Another  routine  course  of  instruction 
to  qualify  Medical  officari  for  duty  as 
Fli^t  Suhgeons  was  conmenced  at  the 
School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  on  July  15,  1938,  and  will 
continue  for  four  months.  Tkie  following 
student  officers  are  enrolled: 


Medical  Corps.  Regular  Army 

Captain  Clifford  0.  Bishop,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

Captain  Lester  0.  Crago,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala. 

Captain  Sramert  C.  Lentz,  Fort  Bragg, H.G. 

Captain  James  L.  Tohiu,  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif. 

Captain  Scott  M.  Smith,  Lowry  Field, 
Denver,  Colo, 

1st  Lieut.  Harold  A.  Myers,  Kelly  Field, 
Texas. 

1st  Lieut.  James  W.  S.  Stewart,  Randolph 
Field,  Texas. 

Navy 


Medical  Corps,  U S. 

iTi-eut'  enan  t' s 
'U.  S.*  fJavy  Recruiting 


Julius  C.  Early, 

Station,  Pittsburgh,  Pa". 

Julian  M.  Jordan,  Havy  Yard,  Pugert 
Sound,  Wash. 

Lieutea^ts  ( J^G. ) 

Thomas  FerweFdaT'TJavaTW"^^' 

Washington,  D. C. 

Charles  F.  Gell,  Naval  Unit,  Edgawood 
Edgewood,  Md. 

Goodwin,  Naval  Unit,  Edgewood 
Eclgewood,  Md. 

McCaffrey,  Naval  Unit,  Edge- 


feiSucal  School, 


Arsenal, 
Merrill  H. 
, Arsenal, 
Charles  F. 


wood  Arsenal,  Edgewood,  Md. 


Wesley  L.  Mays,  Naval  Unit,  Edgewood 
Arsenal,  Edgewood,  Md. 

Clifford  P.  Phoebus,  Naval  Unit,  Edge- 
wood  Arsenal,  Edgewood,  Md. 

Medi-cai  Corps.  Cuban  Army 
1st  Lieut.  Dr,  Francisco  Hernandez 

D*Abrigeon,  Camp  Columbia,  Havana, Cuba. 
The  basic  courses  are  conducted  annu- 
ally, starting  in  July  said  December  of 
each  calendar  year. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  courses, 
the  School  conducts  throughout  the  year 
extension  (correspondence)  courses  of 
considerable  magnitude. 

The  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  is  an 
activity  of  the  Air  Corps  Training  ;> 
Center. 

— — oOo 


PSNl^SYLVMIANS  VISIT  LANGLEI  FIELD 


A distinguished  party  of  visitors,  in- 


vanla,  stayed  overnight  recently  at 
Langley  Field  as  guests  of  Major  H.R. 
Bazley,  of  Headquarters  Squadron  of  the 
8th  Pursuit  Group, 

Mr.  George  Earle;  Colonel  Caxon^  Vinet, 
Chief  of  the  Division  of  Aeronautics  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Captain  A.M»  Banks,  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Motor  Police,  ar- 
rived at  Langley  Field  on  the  evening  of 


July  6th,  an  hour  and  35  minutes  after 
their  departure  from  Harrisburg  in  a 
Stinson  airplane.  The  visitors  returned 
to  that  city  the  following  morning. 

Mr.  Earle,  who  made  his  first  solo 
flight  a few  days  prior  to  this  visit, 
is  reported  to  he- especially  interested 
in  airplanes.  He  spent  much  time  view- 
ing the  "Flying  Fortresses"  at  the  2nd 
Bombardment  Group  Headquarters,  also  the 
various  Piirs'uit  airplanes. 

— oOo 


SELFRIDGB  OFFICER  MAKES  SWIFT  "HOP" 


Flying  a new  Severally  P-35  Pursuit 
plane,  ist  Lieut.  Harold  L.  Neely,  Air 
Corps,  stationed  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt. 
Clemens,  Mich,,  rocketed  across  the 
American  continent  on  July  28th  at  an 
average  speed  of  approximately  278  miles 
per  hour,  possibly  setting  a new  Arny 
record  for  west  to  east  flight. 

Every  Air  Corps  pilot  is  required  to 
make  at  least  one  1.,000-mile  extended 
navigation  flight  a year,  and  Lieut. 
Neely  chose  a Sen  Francisco-New  York 
"hop"  as  his  task. 

Lieut.  Neely  took  off  from  San  Fran- 
cisco at  4:34  a.m, , Pacific  Time,  and 
arrived  at  Mitchel  Field,  Long  Island, 
New  York,  at  4:05  p.m. , Pacific  Time, 
for  a total  elapsed  time  of  11  hours  and 
29  minutes.  A 25-minute  stop  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  a 30-minute  stop  at  Omaha  and 
a 40-minute  stop  at  Cleveland,  totalling 
an  hour  and  35  minutes,  made  his  flying 
time  across  the  American  continent  nine 
hours  and  54  minutes. 

oOo— 


NARROW  ESCAPE  FOR  SERGEANT  WSISNER 


Staff  Sergeant  ?felter  Weisner,  94th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Field, Mich., 
narrowly  escaped  death  on  July  24th, vhen 
the  private  two-seater  monoplane  he  was 
piloting  dived  into  a field  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Mt.  Clemens,  Midi.  The  Ser- 
geant was  flying  a commercial  Aeronca  C- 
model  plane  licensed  to  Herbert  A. 
KertzEciiman  and  Floyd  D.  Damson:,  of  Wallec 
Lake,  Mich.  He  had  made  several  landings 
during  the  morning,  and  on  his  next  take 
off,  a witness,  Mr.  John  Sonnenberg,  of 
Mt,  Clemens,  noticed  the  plane  flying  in 
his  direction  at  500  feet  altitude.  As 
it  tried  to  bank  it  went  out  of  control 
and  crashed.  Sonnenberg  ran  over  to  the 
wrecked  plane,  turned  off  the  gas  cock  tc 
prevent  fire  and,  assisted  by  an  uniden- 
tified man,  carried  Weisner  from  the 


eluding  a son  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl-4  plane.  Taken  to  the  St,  Joseph  Hospital 
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by  Deputy  Sheriff  Isadore  Trombley  in  an 
ambulance  car,  the  patient  was  later 
transferred  to  the  Base  Hospital  at 
Selfridge  Field,  where  the  Surgeon  stat- 
ed his  condition  was  satisfactory,  al- 
though he  is  suffering  from  a fracture 
of  one  of  the  hones  of  the  face,  in  ad- 
dition to  lacerations  of  the  face  and 
the  left  eye. 
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IRE  PLIGHT  TO  BOGOTA,  COLOMBIA 


The  second  "Good  Will'^  flight  this 
year  of  Army  Air  Corps  planes  to  a South 
African,  republic,  to^represent  the 
United  States  at^the  inauguration  cere- 
monies of  a president-elect,  terminated 
successfully  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , the 
point  from  which  it  started,  at  1:46 
p.m. , Friday,  August  12th. 

The  airplanes  used  on  this  flight, 
three  B-17  "Flying  Fortresses,"  under 
the  command  of  Major  Vincent  J.  Meloy, 
Air  Corps,  negotiated  the  long  journey 
over  land  and  water  to  Bogota,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Colombian  Republic,  and  re- 
turn, without  incident. 

On  the  homeward-bound  journey,  the 
Army  flyers,  on  August  11th,  met  in  a 
rendesvous  over  Chapman  Field,  Miami, 

Fla. , the  Arn^r*  s mightiest  Bombardment 
airplane,  the  XB-15,  which  was  piloted 
by  Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  Olds,  Air  Corps, 
commanding  the  Second  Bombardment  Group, 
GHq  Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va.  He 
was  accon^anied  by  Brigadier  General 
Arnold  N,  Xrogstad,  Air  Corps,  command- 
ing the  Second  Wing  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force. 

Colonel  Olds  was  the  leader  of  the  ex- 
pedition of  six  B-17»s  on  the  first 
Good  Will"  flight  this  year  - last  Feh- 
^'^ry  - to  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

rendezvous  over  Chapman.  Field  was 
effected  at  2:15  p.m,,  following  which 
Col.  Olds  landed  the  huge  Bombardment 
airplane,  which  is  one-third  larger  than 
the  B-17 , at  the  Municipal  Airport  at 
Miami,  He  had  made  the  flight  from 
Langley  Field  to  Miami  in  very  good 
time. 

e:roedition  of  three  B-17»s,  with 
Major ^ Vincent  J.  Meloy,  Flight  Coimnander, 
piloting  Plane  No,  51;  Major  Harold  L. 
George,  Plane  No.  62,  and  Major  Caleb  V. 
Haynes,  Plane  No,  80,  took  off  from 
Langley  Field  on  the  south-bound  journey 
to  Bogota  at  9:00  a.m. , August  3rd,  and 
landed  at  the  Muhxcipal  Airport  at  Miami 
at  2:35  o*  clock  that  afternoon,  covering 
the  distance  of  850  miles  in,  about  5h 
hours.  Af ter , the  take-off  from  Langley 
Field,  each  airplane  navigated  on  its 
own,  _ effecting  a rendezvous  over  Jadk- 
sonville, _ Fla, , , at  12:30  p.m.  From 
there  on  into  Miami,  visual  contact  was 
maintained.  Kie  weather  was  favorable 
tOToughout,  with  scattered  clouds,  good 
visibility  and  moderate  winds. 


After  the  landing  at  Miami,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  afternoon  and  all  of  the 
following  were  spent  in  servicing, 
maintenance, adjustment  of  equipment.  On 
the  evening  of  August  3rd,  the  officers, 
were  the  guests  of  the  Miami  Rod  and 
Reel  Club  at  an  informal  dinner.  The  . 
Press  Relations  Officer  of  the  flight, 
Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Glantzberg,  deliver- 
ed a short  but  effective  talk  on  the 
purpose  and  composition  of  the  flight 
over  a local  broadcasting  station. 

Very  early  Friday  morning,  August  5th, 
the  Army  airmen  took  off  from  the  Air- 
port at  3:00  o* clock.  A run  of  about  25 
seconds  was  sufficient  to  lift  each 
plane. 

There  was  no  wind  at  the  surface  and 
at  1500  feet  there  were  scattered  clouds. 
By  daylight  (5; 00  a.m.),  the  flight  was 
well  south  of  Cuba,  each  plane  again  be- 
ing navigated  individually.  A rendez- 
vous was  effected  over  Barrafiguilla, 
Colombia,  at  8:55  a.m,,  and  visual  con- 
tact was  maintained  from  there  to  Bogo- 
ta. Strong  head  winds  delayed  progress 
somewhat,  and  the  landing,  at  Bogota  was 
made  within,  thirty  minutes  of  the  pre- 
diction from  Miami  sent  to  the  AaBrican 
Legation  by  cable  the  previous  day.  De- 
spite the  altitude  of  the  airport  at 
Bogota  (8,660  feet  above  sea  level),  all 
planes  made  perfect  landings. 

Approximately  3,000  persons  were  pres- 
ent at  the  airport  at  the  time  of  laiid- 
ing.  An  adequate  guard  of  Colombian 
soldiers  was  present  and  remained  to 
guard  the  planes  during  the  stay.  The 
Special  Ambassador  to  the  Inauguration, 
Mr,  Jefferson  Caffe ry;  the  Charge  de 
Affaires  of  the  American  Legation,  Mr. 
Winthrop  S.  Greene;  the  U. S.  Naval 
Attache,  Captain  John  C.  Munn,  were  . 
present  and  introduced  a large  number 
of  officials  of  the  Colombian  Govern- 
ment, military  and  diplomatic,  to  the 
senior  members  of  the  flight. 

Due  to  the  crowded  conditions  in  the 
city,  caused  by  thousands  of  visitors 
coming  to  Bogota  to  witness  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  President-Elect,  Dr, 

Eduardo  Santos,  hotel  space  was  avail- 
able only  for  the  three  airplane  com- 
manders, the  remaini^  officers  being 
accommodated  in  a private  home.  Another 
home  was  turned  over  to  the  enlisted 
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personnel,  who  were  furnished  a hus  for 
the  movement  to  and  from  the'  field,  one 
man  being  left  with  each  pla.ne  at  all 
times.  All  of  the  personnel  of  the 
flight  were  guests  of  the  Colombian  Gov- 
ernment during  the  stay  at  Bogota,  and 


had  been  killed  and  80  were  still  in 
hospitals.  As  arranged  through  the  Le- 
gation, a military  band,  a detachment  of 
cadets  from  the  Military  School,  the 
President  with  an  escort  of  military 
dignitaries,  the  American  Ambassador , and 


the  provisions  made  for  them  were  entire-  the  entire  membership  of  the  flight  were 

I present.  A wreath  was  laid  at  one  of 

j the  receiving  vaults  in  the  cemetery,  and 
j Major  Meloy  made  a brief  but  effective 


ly  satisfactory  ih  spite'  of  conditions 
in  the  city. 

In  the  afternoon  of  August  5th, 


all 


members  of  the  flight,  except  the  enlist-j  speech.  Ihe  newly  installed  President 
ed  men  on  duty,  attended  the  ceremonies  [responded.  Although  the  entire  proceed- 
incident  to  the  opening  of  the  Bolivarian!  ings  lasted  only  about  fifteen  minutes. 


games,  these  being  the  Olympic  tryouts 
of  the  Republics  liberated  by  Simon 
Bolivar,  namely,  Panama,  Venezuela, 
Ecuador,  Bolivia,  Peru  and  Colombia.  The 
President,  Alfonso  Lopez j and  a distin- 
guished gathering  of  military  and  diplo- 
matic representatives  of  all  nations, 
jjere  present  in  a special  stand.  The 
appearance  of  the  members  of  the  flight 
was  the  signal  for  prolonged  applause. 

In  the  evening  an  informal  reception 
was  tendered  the  officers  at  the  Bogota 
Jockey  Club,  attended  by  many  of  the  in- 
fluential citizens. 

On  Saturday,  August  6th,  the  senior 
officers  were  guests  at  a reception  by 
the  Bolivian  Minister  at  noon  at  the 
Jockey  Club.  At  one  o'clock,  all  offi- 
cers were  guests  at  a luncheon  at  the 
Military  School,  tendered  the  President 
and  President-Elect.  About  500  persons 
attended,  including  the  military  and 
naval  personnel  of  all  delegations  to 
the  Inauguration. 

In  the  early  evening  the  officers  at- 
tended a party  given  by  Captain  Munn, 
U.S.  IJavy,  at  which  about  150  persons 
were  present.  Later,  the  officers  at- 
tended the  pre -inaugural  ball  of  the 
Mayor  of  Bogota,  in  honor  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  President-Elect.  This  was 
a most  imposing  and  colorful  event, last- 
ing until  daylight,  and  attended  appa- 
rently by  all  the  great  and  near^great 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  visiting 
delegations. 

On  Sunday,  August  7th,  the  inaugural 
ceremonies  were  held,  beginning  at  3:00 
p.m.  As  originally  planned,  only  four 
senior  officers  were  to  attend  with  the 
American  Ambassador's  party.  However, at 
the  personal  direction  of  the  President- 
Elect,  space  was  provided  so  as  to  per- 
mit all  the  officers  to  attend.  The 
ceremonies  were  held  in  a large  hall  in 
the  Capitol  and,  Ji 

.were  most  inpressive,  lasting 
until  well  after  seven  in  the  evening. 

At  noon  on  Monday,  August  8th,  a brief 
but  in^sressive  ceremony  was  held  in  the 
main  cemetery  of  the  city.  It  had  been 
suggested  by  the  flight  conmander  that  a 
tribute  be  paid  vie  tin®  of  the.  disaster  of 
July  24th,  in  which  an  airplane  of  the 
Colombian  Air  Force  crashed  into  a crowd 
attending  dedication  ceremonies  of  a 
military  parade  ground  at  Santa  Ana, near 
Bogota,  as  a result  of  which  64  persons 


the  general  effect  was  most  inpressive. 

At  three  o'clock,  the  foreign  dele- 
gates to  the  Inauguration  were  received 
by  the  President  in  the  Palace,  where  he 

freeted  the  commissioned  members  of  the 
light  individually.  At  this  ceremony 
Major  Meloy  presented  a letter  of  greet- 
ing and  felicitation  from  President 
Roosevelt  to  President  Santos.  Later  he 
was  given  a reply  to  transmit  to 
Washington. 

At  six  o* clock,  a party  was  given  by 
the  Colombian  Air  Force  at  the  Granada 
Hotel  for  all  members  of  the  flight. 
Ambassador  Caffery  attended  and  shook 
hands  with  the  enlisted  personnel, prais- 
ing their  work'’ in_  this  flight.  A recep- 
tion by  the  Chilean  Minister  in  the  even- 
ing completed  the  list  of  official  events 
of  the  stay. 

The  American  airmen  took  off  on  the 
homeward  bound  journey  at  9:15  a.m. , 
August  9th.  With  everything  in  read!*- 
ness  for  the  departure,  no  difficulty 
was  experienceu  in  taking  off  the  "Fly- 
ing Fortresses"  from  the  runway  at  El 
Techo,  Bogota,  despite  the  high  eleva- 
tion. 

Lieut.  Glantzberg,  navigating  officer 
[and  press  relations  representative  of 
i the  flight,  released  the  following  in- 
I formation  on  the  flight,  to  the  Canal 

I "At  9:32,  after  passing  over  Bogota 
lin  a salute  to  President  Eduardo  Santos, 

I the  planes  headed  northwest  through  the 
pass  toward  Palenqueru  on  the  Magdalena 
River.  At  9:40,  as  the  planes  passed 
iover  Palenquero,  the  course  was  changed 
due  north.  The  224  miles  to  San  Marcos, 
Colombia,  was  covered  in  one  hour  and  8 
minutes,  and  at  10:48  the  course  was 
again  changed  and  the  planes  headed  di- 
rectly toward  Colon,  Panama. 

While  there  was  a high  overcast  and 
the  ground  was  obscured  by  low  clouds 
during  most  of  the  flight,  the  planes 
remained  in  the  clear,  between  two  lay- 
ers of  clouds.  An  occasional  glimpse  of 
the  ground  through  the  lower  clouds  gave 
the  navigators  a check  on  their  drift 
and  position.  Both  ra^o  and  celestial 
navigation  was  used  by' the  navigators, 
in  addition  to  dead  reckoning  navigation. 

The  route  by  way  of  San  Marcos,  which 
is  120  miles  further  than  the  direct 
route  from  Bogota  to  Colon,  was  taken, 
i because  Lieut.  Torgils  G,  Wold,  the 
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weather  officer  on  the  flight,  predicted 
had  weather  on  the  direct  route.  One 
hundred  miles  out  of  Colon,  the  flight 
was  forced  to  detour  fifty  miles  to  the 
south  in  order  to  avoid  a storm. " 

France  Field  was  reached  in  three 
hours  and  forty  minutes.  The  flight  was 
greeted  on  arrival  by  Brigadier  General 
George  C.  Brett | Commanding  the  ISth 
Wing,  A reception  was  tendered  the  vis- 
iting officers  from  4 to  6 p,m.  at  the 
Officers'  Club  at  France  Field. 

August  10th  was  s|>ent  on  maintenance 
and  servicing.  During  the  morning,  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  Panama  Canal 
Department,  Major  General  David  L, Stone, 
and  General  Brett,  flew  over  from  the 
Pacific  side,  and  made  a short  flight  in 
one  of  the  B-l?*s,  Very  heavy  rains  set 
in  during  the  afternoon  and  lasted  well 
into  the  ni^t. 

In  spite  of  the  heavy  rains,  the  field 
was  firm  for  the  take-off,  and  the 
weather  being  clear,  departure  from 
Panama  was  made  at  8:30  on  the  morning 
of  Au^st  11th.  The  flight  across  the 
Caribbean  was  uneventful  and  was  made 
throu^  scattered  clouds.  A rendezvous 
was  effected  over  Cienfuegos,  Cute,  at 
one  o'clock. 

Following  the  rendezvous  over  Chapman 
Field  with  the  XB-15-  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Olds,  a landing  was  effected  at 
the  Miami  Airport  at  2:45  p.m. 

The  flight  departed  from  Miami  at 
9:30  a.m, , August  12th,  and  proceeded  by 
air  line  route  to  Langley  Field,  Detach- 
ments  representing  the  units  of  the  2nd 
Bombardment  Grox^  were  on  the  line  upon 
arrival.  A few  words  of  greeting  from 
the  senior  officer,  a brief  response 
by  the  flight  commander,  a few  pictures 
taken,  and  the  flight  was  over. 

Lieut,  Colonel  Olds,  in  his  XB-15,  did 
not  accoirpahy  i2le'  %hiee  B-17‘'s  from 
Miami  ^d  he"- arrived  a, t Langley  Fi^ld 
later  An- the  afternoon. 

The  B-17's  averaged  a speed  of  200 
miles  per  hour  or  better  for  the  flight 
to  Bogota  and  return.  From  Miami  to 
Langley  Field  the  average  speed  was 
210  miles  per  hour. 

Many  members  of  this  flight  partici- 
pated in  the  epoch-making  flight  of  the 
"Flying  Fortresses"  to  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  and  return,  last  February. 

The  Air  Corps  personnel  aboard  Plane 
No,  51,  the  flagship,  in  addition  to 
Major  Meloy,  pilot  and  flight  commander, 
were  Captains  Alva  L,  Harvey,  Ford  J. 
Lauer,  1st  Lieuts,  Frederick  E.  Glantz- 
berg,  Edwin  L,  Tucker,  Staff  Sergeant 
Henry  L.  West,  Corporals  John  S.  Gray, 
Clarence  D,  Lake  and  Private  Joseph  H. 
Walsh. 

In  Plane  No,  62,  piloted  by  Major 
Harold  L,  George,  were  also  Major 
Charles  Y,  Banfill,  Captain  Carl  B. 
McDaniel,  1st  Lieuts.  William  C, Bentley, 
William  A,  Matheny,  Master  Sergeant 
Floyd  B.  Haney,  Staff  Sergeant  Ralph  W. 
Spencer,  Sergeant  Frank  B,  Conner  and 


Private  1st  Class  Norbert  D.  Flinn. 

The  companions  of  Major  Caleb  V.  Haynet 
who  piloted  Plane  No.  bO,  were  let  Lieuts 
Curtis  E.  LeMay,  Richard  S.  Freeman, 
Torgils  fi.  ?fold,  2nd  Lieut,  James  H, 
Rothrock,  Technical  Sergeant  A.  Cattarius 
Staff  Sergeant  Charles  S,  Guinn,  Corporal 
James  E.  Sands  and  Private  1st  Class 
Russell  E.  Junior. 

Majors  Meloy,  George  and  Haynes  each 
piloted  a B-17  on  the  Buenos  Aires 
flight.  Other  personnel  who  were  mem- 
bers of  that  espedition,  in  addition  to 
the  one  to  Bogota,  were  Captain  Harvey, 
Lieuts,  Tucker,  Glantzberg,  Wold,  LeMay, 
Freeman,  Matheny,  Technical  Sergeant 
CattariuB,  Staff  Sergeant  West,  Corpo- 
rals Lake,  Sands,  Privates  Flinn,  Walsh 
and  Junior. 

Elaborate  precautions  were  taken  to 
provide  the  crews  against  practically 
any  mishap  on  the  trip  to  Bogota.  Safety 
measures  included  individual  pneumatic 
life  vests  and  jungle  kits,  with  mosquito 
nets,  medicine,  emergency  ratiqns,  drink- 
ing water,  fishing  hooks  and  lines,  an^ 
other  necessities. In  addition  to  the  lift 
vests-  and  two.  inflatable  rubber  boats, 
each  plane  has  an  emergency  flotation, 
system  Tshich  shells  the  gasoline  and 
uses  the  gasoline  tanks  to  keep  the 
plane  afloat. 

The  latest  and  most  up-to-tete  naviga- 
tion equipment  is  installed  in  each 
plane.  Gyro  stabilized  drift  sights 
make  it  possible  to  take  accurate  drift 
readings  over  water,  by  dropping  flares 
and  sighting  back  at  them.  Radio  com- 
pass installa^on  permits  taking  radio 
bearings  on  any  ground  radio  station 
within  range.  Each  navigator  is  trained 
in  celestial  navigation  as  well  as  in 
dead  reckoning  and  radio  navigation-,  and 
can  navigate  by  the  sun  or  the  stars. 

This  is  necessary  because  frequently 
there  are  times  when  bad  weather  forces 
the  plane  to  fly  above  the  clouds  out 
of  sight  of  land  or  water.  At  such 
times  static  is  apt  to  interfere  with 
accurate  radio  bearings,  and  the  naviga- 
tors are  forced  to  resort  to  celestial 
navigation  to  determine  their  positions. 

- — oOo— 

MUNICIPAL  OFFICIAIS  VISIT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD 

Selfridge  Field,  Mt,  Clemens,  Mich. , 
was  visited  on  August  9th  by  Mayor 
Richard  Reading,  of  Detroit,  and  Staff, 
and  Mayor  Don  S.  Westendorf,  of  Mt. 
Clemens.  Upon  arrival  at  the  field,  the 
officials  had  the  opportunity  of  watch- 
ing the  Con^osite  2 vm  Pursuit  Squadron, 
conmianded  by  Major  Willis  R.  Taylor,  in 
a practice  formation  in  preparation  for 
the  anticipated  October  maneuvers  to  be 
held  at  Fort  Brag^,  N. C. 

The  party,  consisting  of  Mayor  Read- 
ing; Mr.  Raymond  Kelly,  Detroit  Corpora- 
tion Counsel;  Mayor  Westendorf,  Commis- 
sioners ^glund  and  Longs taff  and  other 
Continued  on  page  4). 
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NEW  BimUAOKS  FOR  MARCH  FIELD 


NOTES  ON  AIR  CORPS  PERSONNEL 


Actiial  construction  of  new  "barracks  at 
Marcia  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  to  aug- 
ment present  quarters  for  330  enlisted 
men,  has  begun.  The  structure,  for 
which  a total  of  $478,350  Federal  famds 
had  been  allocated,  is  the  largest 
building  project  seen  at  March  Field  for 
some  time. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  the  new 
barracks  call  for  a structure  similar  to 
those  built  a few  years  ago.  The  con^jle- 
tion  of  the  new  barracks  will  relieve  a 
crowded  condition  at  March  Field,  one 
which  has  made  it  necessary  to  house 
many  enlisted  men  in  tents  and  old  can- 
tonment barracks.  Its  capacity  will  be 
such  as  to  afford  accommodations  for  new 
enlisted  men. 

The  barracks  will  be  situated  on  the 
baseball  diamond  in  the  rear  of  the  4th 
Air  Ease  Barracks. 

oOo 

CHAMPION  SKEETERS  VISIT  MARCH  FIELD 

March  Field,  Riverside,  Calif.,  was 
host  to  a group  of  Los  Angeles  Skeet 
Shooters  recontly.  Among  the  visitors 
were Mr.  S.O.  Walding,  the  National 
Charpion  Shot,  and  Mr.  C.H.  Rapp,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Southern  California  Skeet 
Association,  as  well  as  members  of  the 
Red  Lion,  Angelus  Mesa  and  other  teams 
of  Southern  California. 

One  group  of  five  visitors  hit  241 
targets  out  of  a possible  250.  Another 
group  hit  236  out  of  a possible'  250. 

The  best  score  made  by  a 5-man  group  of 
March  Field  was  209  out  of  250  targets. 
Major  Bartron  shot  a 25  and  had  a high 
officers*  score  of  47  out  of  50.  Major 
Racket t was  runner-up  with  a 24,  and  a 
total  of  46  out  of  50.  Mr,  Rapp  shot  50 
straight  without  a miss. 

The  March  Field  skeet  shooters  were 
able  to  pick  up  much  information  con- 
cerning form  and  procedure  from  the 
visitors,  and  evinced  much  interest  in 
the  guns  which  they  used.  Their  most 
popular  gun-  appeared  the  pump  type, 
equipped  with  compensator;  but  what 
guns  they  were!  Tlieir  guns  were  given 
the  care  which  is  normally  given  to 
babies.  The  bores  and  receivers  were 
honed  and  kept  in  perfect  operating  con- 
dition. “Compared  with  their  guns," 
declares  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
“the  Army  issue  shotguns  were  old  and 
inaccurate.”  He  expresses  the  hope  that 
there  soon  will  be  provided  suitable 
skeet  guns  which  will  not  causo  Arn^ 
personnel  to  apologize. 

The  shooting  v^as  done  on  the  new  March 
Field  Skeet  Range  which  has  every  facil- 
ity and  is  considered  by  professionals  • 
to  "be  the  best  range  on  the  West  Coast. 

It  is  equipped  with  electric  traps,  con- 
crete walks,  benches  and  metal  amrauni-r  ’ 
tion  holders. 


Major  Edwin  F.  Carey,  Air  Corps,  as  an- 
nounced in  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment, is  to  be  retired  from  active 
service  effective  August  -31,  1938,  by 
reason  of  disability  incident  to  the  ser- 
vice. Major  Carey  is  stationed  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. 


Tne  following -named  officers  are  as- 
signed to  the  Air  Corps  stations  indicat-  i 
ed  upon  the  completion  of  their  pre.sent 
tour  of  duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department; 

Major  Harold  W.  Beaton  to  Langley 
Field,  Va. 

First  Lieuts.  Willis  F,  Chapman, 

Samuel  B.  Knowles,  Jr.,  and  Thomas 
Wildes  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

First  Lieuts.  Leighton  I.  Davis  and  j 
Pelham  D.  G-lassford,  Jr. , to  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala.  i! 

First  Lieuts.  Dotos  E.  Ingram  and  ' 

Joseph  G-.  Russell  to  Randolph  Field, 

I 

First  Lieut,  Herbert  B.  !Eiatcher  to 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , and  to  be  assigned  1 
to  the  97th  Observation  Squadron. 


Major  Charles  T.  Skow  has  been  reliev-  i 
ed  from  assignment  and  duty  at'  Randolph  i 
Field,  Texas,  and  assigned  to  duty  at 
Langley  Field,  Va.  . 

j First  Lieut.  James  H. C.  Houston,  sta- 
! tioned  at  Barksdale  Field,  La, , is  under 
j orders  for  duty  as  a student  at  the  Air 
I Corps  Technical  School,  Denver  Branch, 
Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo.,  to  pursue 
the  1938-1939  photographic  course,  re- 
porting not  later  than  August  28,  1938. 


MUNICIPAL  OFFICIALS  AT  SELFRIDGE  FIELD 
(Continued  from  Page  3). 

guests,  were  received  by  Major  Lawrence 
P.  Hickey,  let  Pursuit  Group  Conmander, 
also  Air  Base  Commander  during  the  tempo- 
rary absence  of  ColoiieLHenry  B.  Clagetb, 
Major  Hickey  escorted  the  party  on  an 
inspection  tour  of  the  hangars  and  shops. 

Mayor  Reading  commented  favorably^ on 
the  field  in  general,  and  was  especially 
interested  in  the  Instrument  Repair  Sec- 
tion of  the  Aero  Repair,-  and  the  new  P-35 
airplanes.  After  a tour  of  the_ field, ^ 
a reception  was  given  the  visiting  offi- 
cials at  the  Officers*  Club.  Mrs.  Henry 
B.  Clagett,  wife  of  the  Air  Base  Command- 
er, and  Major  and  Mrs,  Hickey  were  in 
the  receiving  line. 

oOo 

The  work  of  the  W.P.A,  on  the  runways 
at  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. , has 
been  stopped  for  the  present.  Although 
the  runways  appear  to  be  completed,  theie 
is  still  considerable  topping  and  roll- 
ing to  be'  done.  The  runways  are  still 
closed  to  air  traffic, 
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GENSRAL  KUTT  LEAITSS  MAXWELL  FIELD 
By  the  Newi  Letter  Correspondent 

Our  heloved  Coimandant,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral H.  C;  Pratt,  relinquished  active 
command  of  the  Air  Coipe  Tactical  School 
on  August  7th.  On  that  date  the  General 
departed  on  leave  of  absence,  at  the 
termination  of  ^Ich  he  and  Mrs.  Pratt 
will  sail  from  New  York  on  September  9th 
for  the  Philippines. 

The  pe^-sonnel  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactic- 
al School  were  very  reluctant  to  see 
General  and  Mrs,  Pratt  leave.  Both  have 
endeared  themselvei  to  all  of  us  and 
hold  places  of  deep  affection  in  our 
hearts.  As  our  Commandant,  the  General 
won  the  respect  and  affection  of  each 
member  of  this  conmand.  !^eir  gracious- 
ness, loyalty  and  spirit  will  long  be 
remembered  by  each  and  everyone  of  us. 

We  wish  them  good  luck,  happiness, 
good  health  and  many  happy  landings. 

With  General  Pratt’s  departure,  the 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School  will  be  under 
the  able  command  of  Colonel  Albert  L. 
Sneed,  who  for  the  past  year  has  been 
our  Post  Executive. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the 
Montgomery  ADVERTISE  of  August  6th; 

’’City  Gives  Farewell  Barbecue 
to  Maxwell  Field  Coisamandant. 

More  than  300  representative  Montgom- 
erians  and  a number  of  Maxwell  Field  of- 
ficers late  yesterday  joined  at  a barbe- 
cue, at  Sviamer’s  Rest,  Chisholm,  to  do 
honor  to  Brig,  Gen.  Henry  C.  Pratt,  com- 
mandant of  the  Army  Air  Corps  Tactical 
School  here  since  March  14,  1937,  and  to 
wish  him  and  Mrs,  Pratt  continued  suc- 
cess and  hagpinesB  at  the  former’s  new 
command  at  Fort  William  McEinley,  in  the 
Philippines. 

Gen.  Pratt,  referred  to  by  J.M. Jenkins, 
president  cf  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as 
’Montgomery’s  very  own  general,’  will 
leave  with  Mrs.  Pratt  for  Washington  and 
other  points  east  in  a few  days,  They 
will  sail  for  the  Philippines,  from 
Brooklyn,  on  Sept.  9,  At  Fort  McKinley, , 
Gen.  Pratt  will  be  commanding  officer  of 
the  23rd  Infantry  Brigade. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  master  of  ceremonies, told 
Gen,  Pratt  that  - speaking  for  all  the 
people  of  this  commiunity  - no  commanding 
officer  at  Maxwell  Field  so  had  endeared 
himself  to  the  people  and  that  his  leav- 
ing was  one  of  genuine  regret.  Vigorous 
B-PPlause  by  the  assembly  attested  to  the 
speaker’s  words. 

Following  the  brief  talk,  Mr.  Jenkins 
presented  to  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  a sil- 
ver service,  engraved’ from  your  Montgom- 
ert  friends, ’ 

In  turn,  Gen.  Pratt  expressed  his  and 
Mrs.  Pratt’s  pl0asia:*e  at  having  been 
stationed  here.  He  assured  the  assembly 
that  they  needed  no  gift  to  remind  them 
of  the  people  of  Montgomery  and  that, 
whenever  opportunity  presented  itself, 
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they  would  visit  here  again. 

Gen.  Pratt  then  introduced  Col.  Albert 
L,  Sneed,  A, C.,  as  the  able  officer  who 
would  assume  command  at  Maxwell  Field 
upon  his  leaving.  The  General  paid 
tribute  to  Col.  Sneed’s  ability  as  an 
officer  and  leader.  ^Turning  then  to  a 
humorous  vein,  the  General  said  he  felt 
sure  that  Col,  Sneed  was  Montgomery’s 
most  eligible  bachelor. 

’That,’  said  the  General,  ’is  all  that 
is  wrong  with  him.  ’ 

In  addition  to  his  own  remarks,  Mr. 
Jenkins  read  two  letters  from  dignita- 
ries because  of  other  urgent  en- 

fagements,  were  unable  to  attend  the 
arbecua.  One  of  the  letters  was  from 
Maj.  General  Frank  McIntyre,  U. S.  Army, 
Retired,  of  Montgomery,  who  stressed 
regret  at  Gen.  Pratt’s  leaving  and  wish- 
ed him  well.  The  other,  from  Governor 
Graves,  read  as  follows; 

*I  desire  to  express  to  Gen.  Pratt  ny 
sincere  regret  that  an  ei^agement  which 
I could  not  overlook  called  me  away  on 
this  occasion,  and  to  say  to  the  General, 
as  I have  said  personally,  that  hie 
leaving  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  and 
our  State,  is  a real  loss. 

’My  contact  with  him,  socially  and  of- 
ficially, has  been  most  delightful,  and 
I join  the  other  citizens  cf  Montgomery 
in  expressing  our  great  admiration  for 
him  as  a man  and  as  an  officer.  His 
conduct  has  endeared  him  to  those  with 
whom.. he  had  come  in  contact,  and  I am 
sure  I express  the  universal  sentiments 
of  our  State  and  our  community  when  I 
say  that  he  will  be  greatly  missed  and 
that  his  career  will  be  watched  with 
sympathetic  interest  wherever  he  nay 
be. 

’Please  extend  to  the  General  my  per- 
sonal and  official  regrets  and  bespeak 
for  him  liie  highest  success  and  happi- 
ness that  he  will  so  well  deserve  wher«* 
ever  he  may  be. * 

The  barbecue,  attended  by  many  of 
Montgomery’s  outstanding  business, 
political,  civic,  educational,  religious 
and  social  leaders,  and  Army  executives, 
was  sponsored  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. The  barbecue  was  prepared  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.M,  Jones." 

— oOo 

AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS  DETAILED  AS  UMPIRES 

Twelve  Air  Corps  officers,  stationed 
at  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery,  Ala. , were 
detailed  as  unpires  for  the  Third  Army 
Maneuvers.  They  are  equipped  with  BT-9 
airplanes  loaned  by  the  Corps  Area  De- 
tachment at  Atlanta,  Ga. , and  with  P-6*s 
from  Maxwell  Field.  A detachment  of  the 
Photo  Sectiouj  equipped  with  one  of  the 
new  Photo  Trailers,  is  on  detached  ser- 
vice at  Third  Army  Headquarters. 
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BIGGEST  YEAR  fOR  DIPOT  SUPPLY  OP  SM  MTOHIO  AIR  DIPOT 
By  the  Rews  Letter  Correspondent 


Of  interest  to  the  service  of  supply 
in  particular  is  the  fact  that  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot  Supply  Department,  un- 
der ‘ the  able  leadership  of  Major  John  M. 
Clark,  Depot  Supply  Officer,  has  just 
con5)leted  a very  busy  fiscal  year  which 
required  the  steady  grind  of  all  person- 
nel to  accon^lish. 

Statistics' are -considered  dry  reading 
by  most  people,  but  a glance  at  those  of 
the  Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot  is  both  illuminating 
and  gratifying  to  the  personnel  of  that 
Department.  A con^arison  of  last  yearns 
record,  the  highest  up  to  ;that  time, 
with  this  year*  s shows  conclusively  that 
the  Eiscal  Year  1938  record  marks  the 
highest  yet  attained  by  that  organiza- 
tion. 

A con^arative  table  is  given  belcw; 

F.Y.  F.Y. 

1937  1938 

Items  posted  to  Stock 

Card  441,668  477,218 

Requisitions  Filled  555  568 

Rumher  of  Items  25,445’  29,536 

Shipping  Orders,  etc,  4,077  ■ 4,6S2 

l?umDer  of  Items  , 10,955  11,173 

Two  ir^ortant  factors -.causing  'the  up- 
ward trend  of  Depot  Supply  .activities 
were  the  estebiishment  of  the  'Denver 
Branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School 
at  Lowry  Field,  Colo. , and  the  addition 
of  the  Arkansas  lational  Guard  to  this 
Depot  for  supply  and  service.  This  in- 
crease in  -work  was  accon^lished  -without 
the  addition  of  permanent  personnel  by 
the  Depot  Supply  Officer  in  effecting  a 
reorganization  in  some  sections  of  the 
Supply  Department.  By  coneolidating  the 
bin*  cards  into  one  unit,  onlj^  four  em- 
ployees are  now  required,  whereas  seven 
were  needed  when,  the  bin  cards  were  lo- 
cated in  each  of  the  seven  warehouses. 

The  Bool^eeping  Machine  Operators  were 
formed  into  a pool,  thus. garanteeing 
that  all  Stock  Record  Units  would  have 
their  -work  at  an  even  level  at  all  times. 
Before  this  was  done,  some  sections 
would  be  far  behind  with  their  work, 
while  others  would  be  up  and  idle  part 
of  the  time, 

A number  of  employees  of  the  Supply 
Department  have  made  trips  to  the  Mater- 
iel Division  at  Wright  Field  this  past 
year,  receiving  instruction  ahd  discuss- 
ing matters  pertinent  to  their  depart- 
ments. ■ In  this  manner  it  hag;  been  pos- 
sible-to  keep  in  closer  touch  with  the 
Division  and  extend  better  cooperation 
to  the  Air  Corps  at  large.  Upon  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Denver  Branch  of  the 
Air  Corps  Technical  School,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Commanding  Officer  and  the 
Supply  Officer  at  that  station,  one  of 
the  supervisors  from  this  Depot  spent  a 


I week  at  Lowry  Field  instructing  the  per- 
sonnel there  in  supply  matters.  0!his 
promises  to  improve  the  service  to  the 
■Technical  School  and  give  the  Depot  a 
better  -understanding  of  the  problems  pe- 
'culiar  to  that  station,  ■ 

The  Depot  Supply  Officer  makes  'numer- 
ous 'trips  to  the  stations  and  fields  in. 
this  -area  during  the  year,  thereby  gain- 
ing, a better  insight  into  the  needs  of 
the-se  stations,  all  of  which  makes  foi# 
better ' service  to  them. 

The  last  half-  of  the  Fiscal  Year ^1938 
ended  -with  a great  increase  in  activity 
In  ware-housing  and  shipping  at  this  De- 
pot. Ail  of  the  classifications  former- 
ly stored  in  Warehouse  ho.  9 -were  moved 
to  Yfarehouses  Uos,  10  and  11.  The  re- 
moval of  Glassification  02  from  Ware- 
house l\o.  5 to  the  newly  renovated  Ware- 
house I'Jo.  9 was  approximately  onje.- third 
completed.  This  involved  the  inspection 
and  packing  of  thousands  of  items  and 
the  moving  of  h-undreds  of  tons  of  stock 
not  normally  included  in  the  Monthly 
Activity  Reports. 

In  connection  with  these  moves,  the 
Shipping  Department  constructed  boxes  aS 
follows; 

200  ho.  5 storage  boxes,  standard. 

750 -Mo.  1 Btora.ge  boxes,  standard. 

520  Engine  cylinder  boxes. 

507  Generator  starter  boxes. 

In  addition, 

30  new  adjustable  type  Storage  Bins 
and  5b  Box  Racks  were  built, 

5216  Removable  drawers  or.  shelves  were 
built  and  installed  in  warehouse 
bins  already  in  use,  ■ . . . 

35  Straight  ladders,  and  ' 

8 Portable  platform  step  ladders, 
were  constructed  for  use  in  ’ ■ 
warehouses. 

-Ohanges  In  shippi^  methods,  i.e,,  the 
enlargement  of  inter depot  air  transport 
shipping  and  the  pick-up  and  delivery- 
service,  by  Van,  inaugurated  by  the 
railroads  serving  the  Depot,  made  neces- 
sary a complete  rearrangement  of  the  .De- 
pot Supply  Shipping  Room  to  meet  these 
changed" methods,  and  the  construction  of 
a 22*  X 80’  loading  dock,  or  branch  ‘ . 
Shipping  Room,  at  -the  3rd  Transport  . 
Squadron,  the  San  An’tonio  Air  Depot  he- 
iag  an  intermediate  transport  terminus. 

During  the  Fiscal  Year  1938,  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depo-fc, handled  a total  of 
1,422,377  po-unds  of  in-boimd  and  out- 
bound air  freight,  as  compared  with 
713,798  po-unds  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1937. 

The  total  in-bound  and  out-bo-und  ton- 
nage for  thd 'Fiscal  Ye-ar  1938  was 
16,388,849  po-mids. 

The  personnel  of  this  Department  are  to 
be  complimented  upon  the  high  degree  of 
efficiency  and  acc-uracy  with  which  the 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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RESERVE  OEPICERS  TRAIN  AT  SCHOEN  EIELD 


The  Slst  Training  Squadron,  composed 
of  Air  Corps  Reserve  officers,  terminat- 
ed on  July  30th  an  interesting  and  in- 
structive two  weeks  at  Schoen  Pi eld, 

Port  Benjamin  Harrison.  Indiana. 

Boring  this  short  active  duty  period, 
each  pilot  averaged  39  flying  hours,  and 
each  observer  3?  hours.  This  is  more 
time  in  the  air  than  was  ever  spent  be- 
fore during  similar  camps  at  Schoen 
Pield.  A combination  of  circumstances 
made  this  possible  - the  intense  inter- 
est in  flying  of  all  the  Reserve  offi- 
cers, coupled  with  perfect  equipment  and 
ideal  weather  conditions. 

The  flying  activity  consisted  not  only 
of  the  usual  familiarization,  formation 
and  navigation,  flights,  but  ^reat  stress 
was  placed  on  instrument  flying,  recon- 
naissance missions  during  which  pictures 
of  designated  areas  were  taken  and  print- 
ed, and  cross  country  navigation,  using 
radio  aids,  including  night  cross 
country  flights. 

At  the  end  of  the  camp  most  of  the 
faces  and  noses  of  the  Reservists  were 
the  color  of  dark  leather,  but  all 
agreed  the  experience  had  been  great. 
Interest  hag  already  been  aroused  in  the 
possibility  of  including  gunnery  in  the; 
next  year’s  can^,  which  would  include 
the  flying  to  and  from  a suitable  range. 

Major  K.C.  McG-regor,  Air  Corps,  who 
recently  arrived  at  Schoen  Pield,  was 
the  Regular  Army  instructor  in  charge. 

The  officers  of  the  51st  Training 
Squadron  emd  their  duties  follow: 

Major  Charles  E,  Cox,  Commanding  Officer 
1st  Lieut.  Ronald  T.  Canfield,  Adjutant. 
Captain  Pred  1,  Sonmer,  Operations  ' 
Officer. 

2nd  Lieut,  Lewis  M.  Sanders,  Assistant 
Operations  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Kendall  Clark,  Assistant 
Operations  Officer. 

Captain  Elmer  H,  Jose,  Engineering 
Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Dwight  W.  Brill,  Assistant 
Engineering  Officer. 

Captain  Charles  E,  Halstead,  Supply 
Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Edwin  Voras,  Assistant  Supply 
Officer, 

Enlisted  personnel  responsible  for  the 
smooth  functioning  of  the  camp  include; 

Staff  Sergeant  J.J,  Stibal, 

Sergeants  W. S.  Cavenaugh  and  A. S. 

Evans, 

Corporal  H.  Thompson, 

Privates  G. C.  Garcia,  R.P.  Jones, 

J.L,  Kolar,  P.L.  Moore,  W.IT.  Moore, 

W.B.  Phillips,  E.C.  Ratts,  D.A.  Suddeth, 
P.A.  Tedrow,  H. S.  Torrence  and  G, S. 
Wisecup, 

oOo 

Air  Corps  Instructors  are  requested  to 
forward  news  items  on  Reserve  activities. 


ACTIVITIES  OP  THE  27TH  PURSUIT  SQUADRON 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  of  the 
27th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Selfridge  Pield, 
Mich, , reports  that  during  idle  Fiscal 
Year  1937-1938  this  Squadron  made  con- 
siderable progress  despite  the  fact 
that  it  was  handicapped  by  the  lack  of 
airplanes. 

During  the  year,  4723  hours  were 
flown*  in  airplanes  assigned  to  this  or- 
ganization. The  total  pilot  time  for^ 
pilots  while  they  were  assigned  to  this 
organization  was  7507  hours.  Of  this 
time,  296  hours  were  flown  under  the 
hood,  534  hours  at  night,  470  hours  for 
gunnery,  18  hours  for  camera  gun,  1250 
hours  for  navigation,  1308  hours  for 
unit  navigation,  551  hours  of  combat 
exercises,  and  over  1300  hours  were 
flown  in  misCcellaneous  flights, 

Approximately  38,547  rounds  of  .30  and 
.50  caliber  ammunition,  were  expended 
during  the  year.  Officers  with  less 
than  two  years’  service  received  approx- 
imately 2018  hours  of  instruction.  Each 
officer  assigned  received  approximately 
50  hours’  instruction  in  topics  of  the 

Inlisted  men  received  instruction  in. 
Chemical  Warfare,  Airplanes  and  Engines, 
Instruments,  Armament  and  Radio. 

— —oOo — - 

OLD  PILOTS  AT  KELLY  PIELD 

Kelly  Pield  has  always  been  known  for 
its  old  and  seasoned  pilots.  Almost  all 
of  the  pilots  now  stationed  at  this 
field  have  been  piloting  airplanes  for 
many  years  and  have  built  up  enviable 
reputations  for  safe  flying  for  many 
hours.  Six  of  the  Kelly  Pield  pilots 
have  more  than  4,000  hours  solo  pilot 
hours  in  Army  aircraft.  These  pilots 
are  Majors  John  V.  Hart,  Harvey  Prosser, 
Walter  E.  Richards,  Captains  Harvey  P. 
Dyer,  Burton  M.  Hovey  and  Russell  E. 
Randall. 

oOO' — 

ENLISTED  MSN  TO  STUDY  COlvHVEUNI CATIONS 

Ten  enlisted  men  of  the  Air  Corps  are 
under  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Signal 
Corps  School  at  Port  Monmouth,  N.J. , to 
pursue  the  radio  communications  course. 

Five  of  these  men,  who  are  to  report 
at  this  school  on  August  26,  1938,  are; 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Leland  E.  Williams,  1st 
Balloon  Squadron.,  Port  Sill,  Okla. 

Pvts.  Ralph  Garrett,  Headquarters  Sqd. 
James  H.  Tillery,  13th  Air  Base  Sqd. , and 
Harry  M.  Forehand,  91st  School  Sqd., 
Maxwell  Pield,  Ala. 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  John  0.  Riggs,  2d  Trans- 
port Sqd. , Middletown  Air  Depot,  Penna. 

The  remaining  five  enlisted  men,  who 
are  to  report  on  September  27,  1938, are: 

Pvt.  1st  Cl.  Chester  J.  Evans,  2nd 
(Continued .on  Page  14) 
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MORE  RESERVE  OEEICERS  EOR  ACTIVE  DUTY 

The  following  conmnmication  was  re- 
cently forwarded  hy  the  War  Department 
to  each  Corps  Area  Conmander; 

"1.  It  is  estimated  that  ftinds  will  he 
available  to  place  75  additional  Air 
Corps  Reserve  officers,  who  are  not -Air 
Corps  Training  Center  graduates,  on  ex- 
tended active ‘dnty  with  the  Air  Corps 
d-uring  the  Eiscal  Year  1939.  It  is  de- 
sired that  this  matter  he  given  all  pos- 
sible priority  in  order  that  the  offi- 
cers selected  may  report  at  Randolph 
Field  on  October  3,  1938,  and  Janua-ry  5, 
1939.  These  officers  will  receive  a 
special  coiirse  of  advanced  flying  train- 
ing of  approximately  four  (4)  months* 
dui'atioh,  and  upon  successful  completion 
thereof  will  be  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  Air  Corps.  This  coui’se  will  include 
intensive  military  training  in  addition 
to  advanced  flying  training.  Should  any 
of  these  officers  fail  to  satisfactorily 
complete  this  course,  they  will  not  be 
continued  on  extended  active  duty. 

2.  ^e  following  will  govern  the 
selection  of  these  officers; 

a.  The  officer  must  be  less  than 

“ thirty-five  (35)  years  of  age. 

b.  Must  have  fifty  (50)  houi's  pilot 
time  on  the  BT-9  or  0-46A  airplane 
and  have  conpleted  the  flying"  re- 
quirements of  either  (1)  or  (2) 
below; 

(1)  Minimum  of  100  hours  pilot  time 
within  the  twelve  (12j  months 
inmaediately  preceding: 

(2)  400  hours  pilot  time  (300  E.P. 
or  more)  during  the  five  (5) 

ears  immediately  preceding,  at 
east  fifty  (50)  hours  of  which 
must  have  been  within  the  twelve 
(12)  months  immediately  preced- 
ing. 

c.  Must  be  physically  qualified  on 
Form  64  within  sixty  (60)  days  of, 
active  duty  orders: 

d.  Active  duty  will  be  in  the  grade 
of  Second  Lieutenant  and  for  a pe- 
riod of  two  (2)  years.  Authoriza- 
tion exists  for  an  additional 
three  (3)  years,  the  last  two  (2) 
years  in  the  grade  of  First  Lieut- 
enant, for  those  recommended  for 
additional  duty. 

Application  must  be  submitted  in 

“ duplicate  on  AGO  Form  109  and 

should  reach  this  office  as  early 
as  possible. 

3.  It  IS  desired  that  each  applicant 
for  this  active  duty  have  insurance  in 
such  amount  as  may  be  considered  suffici- 
ent to  properly  cover  his  responsibili- 
ties. Government  insurance  in  the 
amount  of  $10,000  is  available  upon  as- 
signment to  active  duty. 

_4.  Your'  recommendation  is  requested 
with  respect  to  applicants  from  your 
Corps  Area  by^ individual  indorsement  on 
each  application.  It  is  desired  that  no 


application  be  forwarded  unless  the  ap- 
plicant can  qualify  under  the  provisions 
as  stated  above,  as  no  waivers  will  be 
granted.  It  is  further  desired  that  no 
application  be  forwarded  unless  the  ap-  ! 
plicant  has  been  checked  by  his  Unit  In- 
structor and  can  be  recommended  by  him 
as  suitable  for  this  detail.” 

oQo 

TWO  POPULAR  OFFICERS  LEAVE  HAWAII 

"On  July  18 th  the  5th  Group  and  Luke 
Field  lost  its  most  popular  member,” 
writes  the  ITews  Letter  Correspondent, 
referring  to  Colonel  Millard  F.  Harmoa, 

■.who  has  commanded  both  units  for  the 
ast  year  and  a half.  He  then  goes  on 
0 say: 

"During  his  (Colonel  Harmon’s)  tour  as 
Group  and  Post  Commander  the  unit  piled 
up  a total  of  over  17,000  hours  of  air- 
craft time  without  a single  major  acci- 
dent involving  injury  to  personnel;  a 
high  tribute  to  the  quality  of  his 

Sailing"  also'  on  the  REPUBLIC  was  Bri- 
gadier General  Barton  K.  Yount,  former 
commander  of  the  18th  Wing,  All  person- 
nel of  the  Group  will  miss  his  able  and 
sympathetic  leadership.  ^ f 

Both  officers  and  their  families  carry 
with  them  the  sincere  Aloha  of  this  unit, 
which  was  demonstrated  in  a small  way  on  ; 
the  daj^  of  sailing  by  participation  in  a ; 
Wing  Aloha  Flight  which  included  prac- 
tically everything  with  wings  in  the  De- 
partment. Pursuit,  Attack,  Reconnais-  i ' 
sance  and  Bombardment  units  circled  the  ! 
REPUBLIC  as  s'he  rounded  Diamond  Head 
outward  bound.  ; 

On  July  19th,  after  giving  the 
REPUBLIC  a head  start  of  twenty  'hours, 
the  Bombardment  squadrons  of  the  Group 
performed  an  interception,  mission  on.  the 
vessel.  Clearing  Oahu  at  0937,  the  ; 

Group  with  its  B-18* s made  contact  with 
vessel  some  285  nautical  miles  to  sea 
at  1145.  Final  Alohas  were  exchanged  by  | 
radio  and  the  Grot^  returned  to  its  base.  ■ 

Major  John  I.  Moore,  former  Post  Ex- 
ecutive Officer,  takes  over  command  of  , 
the  5th  Bombardment  Group  and  Luke  Field  ! 
pending  the  arrival  of  replacement  for 
Colonel  Harmon. ” 

oOo — . 

FIELD  TRAINING  FOR  17TH  AIR  BASE  SQPN.  | 

Monday,  July  18th,  proved  to  be  an  j 
eventful  day  as  approximately  30^ men  of 
the  Base  Headquarters  and  17th  Air  Base  | 
Squadron,  Luloe  Field,  T.H. , moved  to  j 
Bellows  Field,  Waimanalo,  Oahu,  T.H. , to  I 
establish  camp  for  the  12-day  training  1 
period  of  the  organization.  All  members  | 
of  the  Squadron  were  to  fire  the  pistol  M 
as  well  as  the  machine  gun,  ground  and 
aerial  targets.  Sending  the  men  out  in  ij 
groups  of  approximately  25  men  per  day, 
the  range  season  should  terminate  on  i| 
July  30  th. 
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FIRE  DES-mOYS  HANGAR  AND  OIWO  PLANES 

At  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  the  after- 
noon of  July  20th,  fire  destroyed  Hangar 
No.  23,  next  to  the  last  hangar  at  the 
west  end  of  the  line.  The  fAre  was 
Caused  by  the  dental  contact  i''f  a 
type  alrpl.ane  w.ith  the  hot.  exhaust 
pipe  of  a tractor  Otji.ng  uced  to  l.o;/  the 
airplane  into  proper  parking  space  in 
the  hangar . 

In  a few  moments  the  blaze  swept  over 
the  plane,  ignited,  the  hangar  and  ano- 
ther plane  - a BT-3  North  ..'.cuerican  Basic 
Trainer.  Men  in  the  vrcininy  rushed  to 
put  out  the  blai^je  with  hand  extingiiish- 
ers,  but  it  was  too  hot  to  get  close  to 
the  planes.  The  blaze  was  su  strong 
that  most  of  the  efforts  of  the  Kelly 
Field  Fire  Department  were  devoted  to 
protecting  other  nearby  structures  and 
lanes  until  the  arrival  of  fire  appara- 
us  from  Duncan  Field  and  San  Antonio. 

The  hangar  was  a frame  building 

of  war-time  construction,  and  most  of 
its  contents  were  beyond  saving.  Fire- 
mea  gave  their  main  attention  to  pre- 
venting the  spread  of  the  flames.  Oper- 
ations and  Engineering  Office  records  of 
the  64th  School  Squadron  were  complete- 
ly destroyed  by  the  fire. 

— oOo- — 

BUILDING  PROGRAM  STARTS  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

The  construction  program  finally  got 
•under  way  at  Kelly  Field  on  July  27th, 
when  workmen  started  digging  holes  for 
the  fo-undations  of  eight  sets  of  offi- 
cers* quarters  and  nine  double  sets  of 
noncommissioned  officers’  quarters. 

1 I . h This  project,  which  will 
cost  $520,000,  is  in  addition  to  the 
$2,500,000  building  and  in^jrovement  pro- 
ject scheduled  to  get  under  way  in  sev- 
eral months,  with  Captaia  S.B.  Dunstaa, 
Constructing  ^artermaster  for  Saa  Anto- 
nio and  vicinity,  in  charge. 

This  $2,500,000  project  is  for  the 
construction  of  new  barracks,  officers* 
and  nonoommissioned  officers*  quarters, 
hangars,  and  other  buildings  - and  is 
the  last  project  to  get  started  in  the 
San  Antonio  area.  Because  the;se  build- 
ings are  not  considered  an  emergency 
project,  the  work  will  he  delayed  about 
three  months. 

. — oOo 

DETAILS  TO  THE  GENERAL  STAFF  CORPS 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers, now  stationed  at  Langley  Field, 

Va. , have  been  detailed  as  members  of 
the  General  Staff  Corps  and  assigned  to 
the  General  Staff  with  Troops  and  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral, GHQ,  Air  Force,  Langley  Field, Va., 
for  duty  accordingly: 

Colonels  Walter  H,  Frauk,  falter  G. 
Kilner,  Lieut.  Colonels  Clinton  1. 


Howard,  Ralph  P,  Cousins  and  Major  James 
P.  Hodges. 

oOo 

PROMOTION  OF  AlR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers, holdirg  the  temporary  rank  of 
Major,  were  given  permanent  promotion 
in  that  grade,  with  rank  from  August  1, 
1938; 

Major  John  Y,  York,  Jr. 

Major  Walter  H.  Reid 
Major  John  B.  Patrick 
The  following-named  second  l.'eutenants 
of  the  Air  Corps  were  promoted  to  the 
rade  of  first  lieutenant,  with  rank 
rom  August  1,  1938; 

Opal  E,  Henderson 
Daniel  I.  Moler 
La,wrance  0.  Brown. 

Henry  B.  Fisher 
Cla3^ton  B.  Claasen 
William  T.  Hudnell,  Jr, 

Harold  L.  Kreider 
J olm  0 . Neal 
Watson.  M.  Frutchey 

. oOo 

NEW  FLYING  INSTRUCTORS  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

Eight  new  officers  recently  reported 
at  the  Advanced  Flying  School j Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  for  duty,  and  five  of  them 
were  given  assignments  as  flying  instruc- 
tors. 

First  Lieuts.  Richard  S,  Ellsworth 
and  Kurt  H.  Landon.  the  former  reporting 
from  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , and  the  latter 
from  Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111.,  were 
assigned  as  instructors  in  the  Attack 
Section. 

New  instructors  in  the  Pursuit  Section 
are  1st  Lieuts.  Dy^e  F.  Meyer,  from 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  and  Earl  F.  Signer, 
from  Scott  Field. 

First  Lieut.  Philip  E.  CoateSj  from 
Maxwell  Field,  was  assigned  as  instruc- 
tor in  the  Observation  Section. 

Of  the  three  remaining  new  arrivals, 
Captain  James  F.  Philips,  who  came  from 
Edgewood  Arsenal,  Md. , was  assigned  as 
Station  Air  Corps  Inspector;  1st  Lieut. 
Lloyd  H.  Tullj  formerly  stationed  at 
Aberdeen  Proving  Ground,  Md. , was  as- 
signed to  the  12th  Air  Base  Squadron, 
and  2nd  Lieut,  Wilbur  W.  Aring,  from 
Maxwell  Field,  was  assigned  to  the  61st 
School  Squadron. 

oOo 

The  entire  cormnunications  section  of 
the  31st  Bombardment  Squadron,  enrolled 
in  the  post  radio  school  conducted  at 
Luke  Field,  T.H. , four  ni^ts  each  week, 
and  the  men  are  determined  to  master  the 
technique  of  radio  operation  and  'theory 
before  very  long.  The  communications 
section  chief  of  the  31st  Squadron,  Staff 
Sergeant  Harold  S,  Cooper,  is  senior  in- 
structor of  the  school. 
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4TH  AIR  BAS2  SQJ)N.  PHOTOGRAPHIC  LABCRATORr 

With  a history  which  dates  hack  to  ac- 
tive duty  as  a World  War  unit,  knoi/m  as 
the  23rd  Photo  Section,  this  organiza- 
tion was  finally  rendered  inactive  at 
March  Field,  Calif.,  in  October,  1937, 
at  which  time  it  was  divided  into  a^Base 
Laboratory  and  an  Aerial  Photographic 
unit  in  the  38th  Reconnaissance  Sauadren. 

The  4th  Air  Base  Photographic  labora- 
tory functions  in  a highly  creditable 
manner  under  the  command  of  Major  Fred- 
erick P.  Christine,  who  has  taken  over 
this  duty  in  addition  to  his  assignment 
as  Base  S-4.  Major  Christine  served 
with  the  Photographic  Division  of  the 
Air  Corps,  A.S.F. , for  nearly  two  years 
during  the  World  War  and,  from  his  long 
e^erieace  in  all  phases  of  photography, 
is  well  qualified  to  organize  a base 
Haboratof;;^. 

As  tending  to  show  the  value  of  such 
an  organization  as  a peace-time  govern- 
ment agency,  the  Photo  Laboratory,  along 
with  the  Aerial  Photographic  Division  of 
the  38th,  has  rendered  invaluable  aid 
to  the  U.  S.  Engineers  in  Los  Angeles  in. 
the  production  of  nearly  4000  mosaics  of 
all  rivers,  washes,  basins  and  bridge 
and  highway  washouts  caused  by  floods  to 
substantiate  estimations  of  damage  and 
reconstruction  costs.  In  addition  to 
this  work,  340  miles  of  coastline  is  un- 
der process  of  being  photographed  to 
facilitate  the  study  of  beach  erosion. 

Aside  from  this  extra  work,  the  Photo 
Laboratory  has  been  carrying  on  regular 
Air  Corps  projects  which  include  consid- 
erable ground  work,  printing,  enlarging 
and  the  photographing  of  a 23  by  13-mile 
area  at  the  Muroc  Bombing  and  Gunnery 
Range. 

The  Laboratory,  in  charge  of  Staff 
Sergeant  Frank  Calcagno,  has  a crew  of 
ten  men,  who  do  ground  photography 
and  developing  and  printing.  In  the 
38th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  the  aerial 
photographers,  under  the  direction  of 
Lieut s,  Henry  K.  Mooney  and  Paul  T. 
Hanley,  include  Technical  Sergeant  Wm. 
Brees,  Staff  Sergeants  Meeks  and  Brinker- 
hoff  and  Private  1st  Class  Clark. 

— oOo 

A TRIBUTE  TO  A SQUADRON  CORIANDER 

On  Tuesday,  August  2nd,  the  members  of 
the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squad- 
ron, Air  Corps  Technical  School,  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111.,  gathered  in  the 
Day  Room,  to  bid  farewell,  as  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  puts  it,  "to  one  of 
the  finest  officers  in  the  Army,  Major 
Earle  G.  Harper,  our  Squadron  Commander." 

After  a brief  ceremony,  the  Major  de- 
parted with  the  best  wishes  of  all  the 
members  of  the  outfit.  The  Correspon- 
dent further  states: 

"It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  value 
of  the  work  Major  Harper  has  done  for 


Headquarters  Squadron  and  Chanute  Field 
as  a whole.  As  Squadron  Commander  he 
took  a personal  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  each  individual  in  his  organization. 
The  troubles  of  his  men  were  his  own 
personal  worries  and  no  reasonable  re- 
quest was  refused.  Volumes  could  be 
written  on  the  things  Major  Harper  has 
done  for  his  men,  but  limited  space  pro- 
hibits going  into  that  subject  any  fur- 
ther. No  officer  ever  held  a higher 
place  in  the  hearts  of  his  men  than 
Major  Harper. 

The  entire  squadron  joins  the  writer 
in  saying,  'Best  of  luck.  Major.’" 

oOo 

MAXWELL  FIELD'S  P-12'S  GO  TO  KELLY  FIELD 

Tlie  twenty-five  Boeing  P-12'  airplanes 
8.ssigned  to  the  Air _ Corps  Tactical 
School  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala, , were 
transferred  in  June  to  the  Air  Corps  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  and  were  recently  replaced  by 
fourteen  P-6  Pursuit  planes  powered  by 
the  Curtiss  "Conqueror"  engine.  A Lock- 
heed C-3S  Transport  plane  has  been  as- 
signed to  Maxwell  Field  to  replace  the 
old  Curtiss  "Condor"  C-30  Transport 
which  is  now  being  surveyed.  The 
"Condor"  was  at  one  time  assigned  to  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  was 
also  used  for  air  mail  duty,  It  was 
submerged  in  the  flood  at  the  Middletown 
Air  Depot,  Pa.,  several  years  ago. 

Many  Air  Corps  pilots  have  a great 
deal  of  affection,  for  the  old  ship  and 
will  feel  her  loss  as  that  of  an  old 
friend. 

— -oOo 

MAJOR  CRUMRIl^  LEAVES  KELLY  FIELD 

Major  Clarence  E.  Crumrine,  Air  Corps, 
commanding  oi’ficer  of  the  61st  School 
Squadron  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  as  a student 
at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School, 

I Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to  pursue  a 
QQurse  of  instruction  at  that  institu- 
tion, commencing  September  1,  1938. 

Preparatory  to  reporting  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Major  Crumrine  is  enjoying 
a month's  leave  of  absence  with  his 
family  at  Yellowstone  National  Park, 

Major  Crumrine  has  been  on  duty  at^ 
Kelly  Field  since  June  4,  1935,  serving 
in  many  capacities,  namely:  Director  of 
Ground  Training,  Secretary  and  Public 
Rela,tions  Officer,  Commanding  Officer  of  | 
the  68th  Service  Squadron,  and  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  61st  School  Squadron, 
his  latest  assignment. 

Commissioned  a second  lieutenant  in 
the  Air  Service  on  July  1,  1920,  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment  as  Major  (ten5)ora' 
ry)  on  October  12,  1937.  He  is  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
(Class  of  1935)  and  is  rated  a;. "Military 
(Continued  on  Page  1^. 
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THUNESRSTOSMS 

A thunders toria  is  the  result  of  viol- 
ent vertical  convection  which  occurs  in 
air  possessing  marked  potential  insta- 
bility when  this  instability  is  released 

by  any  on©  or  combination  of  the  follow- 

' • 

a)  Surface  heating. 

b)  Mechanical  lifting  due  to  frontal 

surfaces  or  mountains. 

(3)  Overrunning  by  air  the  ten^erature 
of  which  is  such  as  to  induce 
overturning. 

In  the  summer  time,  practically  all 
well-developed  fronts  will  have  associat- 
ed considerable  thunderstorm  activity; 
however,  these  are  frequently  not  contin- 
uous along  the  front.  In  other  words, 
by  flying  parallel  to  fronts  ’’holes” 
will  frequently  be  found,  through  which 
the  front  may  be  safely  crossed. 

_In  general,  thunderstorms  become  most 
violent  over  land  in  the  late  afternoon 
and  between  midni^t  and  dawn  over  water 
areas. 

The  forward  portion,  of  a thunderstorm 
is  the  most  violent. from  the  point  of 
^stinesB  and  heaviness  of  precipita- 

_In  order  to  exist  there  must  be  ver- 
tical currents  upward  of  at  least  2300 
feet  per  minute  within  the  clouds  at  the 
higher  levels.  By  measurement  of  the 
velocity  necessary  to  support  the  larger 
hailstones,  it  is  indicated  that  verti- 
cal velocities  exist  in  the  neighborhood 
of  20,000  feet  per  minute.  Also  within, 
the  rain  area  vertical  down  currents 
must  exist  in  the  lower  levels  of  an  or- 
der of  1500  feet  per  minute. 

There  have  been  measured  on  airplanes 
earrying  V-G  recorders  accelerations  of 
over  six  times  gravity  in  thunderstorm 
areas  and  accelerations  of  4 g are  not 
at  all  uncommon. 

The  average  level  at  which  freezing 
conditions  may  be  expected  to  begin  in 
summer  thunderstorms  in  this  country  is 
about  13,000  feet;  the  clouds  themselves 
will  generally  extend  to  well  above  ' . 
20,000  feet. 

Horizontal  visibility  in  the  area  of 
heavy  rain  is  generally  reduced  to  a few 
hundred  yards. 

While  conclusive  evidence  is  lacking, 
it  is  not  believed  that  lightning  itself 
constitutes  a serious  hazard.  Lightning 
has  caused  frequent  minor  damage  to  air- 
craft, such  as  Durning  off  radio  anten- 
nae and  small  holes  in  the  metal  skin, 
and  propellers,  etc. , but  there  is  no 
authenticated  record  of  the  destruction 
of  an  airplane  in  the  air  by  this  cause. 

Anyone  desiring  to  read  a rather  com- 
lete  treatment  of  thunderstorms  in  not 
00  technical  language  is  referred  to 
Chapter  1?,  Physics  of  the  Air,  by 
Humphreys;  a book  which  may  be  found  in 
every  Air  Corps  Weather  Station. 


SCHOOL  POR  CHILHREH  AT  LAHOLEY  AIR  BASE 

In  spite  of  the  annoimced  delay  in 
awarding  the  contract  for  the  new 
school  at  Langley  Field,  actual  con- 
struction is  expected  to  get  underway 
late  ill  August. 

Bids  were  opened  on  July  26th  in  the 
office  of  Lieut.  Clarence  RenshaW,  con- 
struction quartermaster  at  the  air  base, 
and  of  the  five  proposals  submitted  the 
Virginia  Engineering  Company’s  bid  was 
lowevSt.  However,  other  firms  submitted 
figures I which  were  late,  contending 
that  rain  caused  the  delay. 

The  new  structure  will  occupy  the 
site  on  Dodd  Boulevard,  between  Thompsqn 
and  Bowen  Avenues,  just  opposite  the_air 
base  chapel.  The  approximate  cost  will 
be  $75,000. 

Plans  which  were  submitted  show  a one- 
story  brick  building  which  will  be  fire- 
proof, sound-proof,  and  modern  through- 
out. Air  conditioning  will  be  used 
the  year  round. 

Six  classrooms,  one  auditorium  and  one 
assembly  room;  have  been  designated,  in 
addition  to  a teachers’  room,  office  and 
library.  ■ , 

It  was  originally  thought  that  actual 
work  would  start  about  August  10th.  How- 
ever, with  the  pending  del^,  the  exact 
time  is  not  known,  but  it  is  expected 
that  officials  will  make  every  effort _ 
to  get  underw^  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  to  provide  children  of  the  air 
base  with  adequate  and  modern  school 
facilities. 

— oOo — - 

COL.  GILKESOH  LEfi-VES  8TH  PURSUIT  GROUP 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  8th  Pur- 
suit Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , regret 
deeply  the  loss  by  transfer  of  their 
coimaanding  officer  of  the  past  three 
years.  The  Hews  Letter  Correspondent 
states;  "The  assignment  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  A.H.  Gilkeson  to  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School  takes  away  from  us 
a capable  leader,  respected  and  liked  by 
the  entire  Group. 

Lieut.  Colonel  W.  E.  Kepner  has  assum- 
ed command  of  the  Group,  and  the  same 
high  standard  of  training  is  anticipat- 
ed. " 

oOo- — 

IvlAiNTEHAHCE  INSTRUCTION  FOR  CREW  OF  B-15 

Noncommissioned  officers  of  the  49th. 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 

Va. , Technical  Sgt.  Cattarius,  Staff 
Sergeants  Heldt,  ^icer,  Hines,  Corpo- 
rals Sands  and  Itn^er,  the  crew  for  the 
B-15  Bombardment  airplane,  recently  de- 
parted for ^Wright  Field,  Ohio,  to  take 
the  preliminary  course  of  instruction  ir 
maintenance  prior  to  the  delivery  of 
that  airplane  to  Langley  Field. 
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DEMAND  EOH  MAINTEJTMCS  TECHNICIAIIS 

With  the  rapid  expansion  pi  the  Air 
Corps  in  recent  yeare^and  the  increas- 
ingly complicated  equipment  procnxed 
there  has  oeen  a corresponding  increase 
in  the  demand  for  properly  trained  main- 
tenance technicians. 

Chanute  Field  personnel,  hoth^Ar^  and 
ci¥ilian,  responsihle  for  training  sel- 
ected Air  Corps  Technical  School  stu- 
dents, have  made  every  effort  to  in- 
crease the  capacity  of  the  school. 

Following  the  transfer  to  Lowry  Field, 
Denver,  Colorado,  of  the  Photographic 
and  Armament  Departments,  additional 
hangars  were  made  available  for  the  De- 
partment of  Mechanics,  Remodeling  of 
the  buildings  was  completed  immediately. 
The  propeller  laboratories  were  moved 
into  one  building,  and  the  electrical 
laboratory  moved  into  another,  increas- 
ing their  capacity  to  twelve  specialists 
and  twenty-five  airplane  mechanics  each. 

Other  courses  within  the  mechanics  de- 
partment have  likewise  benefited.  More 
floor  space  was  allocated  to  the  metal 
workers  branch  and  machinist  branch, 
thus  permitting  a small  increase  in.  the 
length  of  these  courses  and- an  increase 
in  the  number  of  students  that  may  be 
accommodated. 

A survey  of  Air  Corps  requirements  ■■  ' 
made  a year  ago  disclosed  the  desirabil- 
ity of  abandoning  the  combined  welders- 
sheet  metal  work  and  welding  courses.  It 
enables  the  student  to  graduate  and  re- 
turn to  his  home  station  several  weeks 
earlier,  thus  increasing  the  number  of 
potential  graduates. 

The  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division  is 
lending  splendid  cooperation  in  securing 
equipment  for  the  Bchool. 


The  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at 
Chanute  Field  announces  the  addition  of 
a course  in  “Air  Corps  Fundamentals*'  for 
the  1938-1939  school  year.  It  will  be  a 
forty-hour  course  and  will  include  in- 
struction in  the  following  subjects: 

(1)  The  Air  Corps  system  of  airplane 

and  ecfuipment  maintenance. 

(2)  Pmrpase  ~and  use  of  Air  Corps  tech- 

nical publications,  stock  lists, 
drawings  and  forms. 

3)  Airplane  nomenclature. 

4)  Fire  regulations  and  the  care  and 
use  of  fire  extinguishers. 

(5)  Safety  rules  for  Air  Corps  shops 
and  hangars. 

(6)  General  instructions  relative  to 
handling  airplanes  in  and  around 
the. hangar. 

(7)  Parachute  instruction  (general), 
— oOo— 


RETIREMENT  OF  OLDEST  DEPOT  EI'/IPLOYES 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 

The  familiar  face  of  the  oldest  member 
of  the  civilian  personnel  at  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas, 
will  be  greatly  missed  since  the  retire-  , 
ment  on  July  Slst  of  Clarence  A. 

Knowlton,  Sr. , Supply  Clerk  in  the  Aero  t 
Repair  Section  of  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment. In  point  of  service  with  aviation 
supply  in  San  Antonio,  Mr.  Knowlton,  who 
is  70  years  of  age,  was  the  oldest  em-  ! 
plovee  at  the  San  Antonio  Depot  upon  his  | 
retirement.  He  has  been  a resident  of  i 
San  Antonio  since  February,  1891,  coming  i 
here  from  Massachusetts,  where  he  served  J 
as  a post  office  clerk  and  letter  car-  ■ 
rier  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity. 

For  19  years,  from  1893  to  1912,  Mr.  j| 

KnoTiflton  was  station  agent  for  the  old  ii 

San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railroad  in  j! 
San  Antonio.  From  1914  to  1916  he  was  j 
employed  with  the  Tfer  Department,  Engin-  ‘ 
eer  Department  at  Large,  as  Receiver  of  i 
Metals,  Surveyman,  and  Inspector,  at  :: 
Galveston,  Texas.  On  June  4,  1917,  he 
again  entered  the  civil  service,  contimi-' 
ing  uninterruptedly  until  his  retiroment,  j; 
Upon  his  retirement  he  was  the  only  re-  i| 
maining  employee  at  this  Depot  of  the 
seven  or  eight  who  started  with^the 
small  supply  depot  of  the  Aviation  Sec-  ;j 
tion,  Si'giial  Corps,  which  was  establish-  i 
ed  in  1917  as  a small  warehouse  at '1903  t 
South  Flores  Street  in  San  Antonio. 

This  warehouse  was  later  moved  to^  i 
Duncan.  Field  (old  Kelly  Field  No.  1),  i 
became  the  Aviation  General  Supply  ]3epot  : 
and  subsequently  the  Depot  Supply  Depart-!, 
ment  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot.  j: 

For  some  13  years,  Mr,  Knowlton  was  ; 
chief  clerk  of  the  Depot  Supply  Depart-  I 
ment  and  of  the  former  Air  Corps  Station. 
Supply  Department  of  this  Depot.  The 
week  before  his  retirement,  several  ■ 

hundred  en^loyees  of  the  Depot  presented  || 
him  with  an  outboard  kicker  for  a boat  : 
which  he  has  on  Medina  Lake,  and  on  July  .i, 
28th  he  was  guest  at  a banquet  of  Local 
No.  28,  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Ei^loyees,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  ' 
since  1917,  and  which  presented  him  with 
a gold  badge  for  meritorious  service.  | 

The  only  plans  which  "Pop"  Knowlton.,  I 
as  he  is  affectionately  known  to  the  em-  ,■ 
ployees,  has  for  the  immediate  future 
are  for  a good  rest,  boating  and  fishing  ' 
at  Medina  Lake.  He  and  Ivlrs,  Knowlton  at  j 
resent  reside  in  South  San  Antonio,  and  ' 
hey  have  the  sincerest  wishes  of  all 
personnel  of  the  Depot  in  this  well- 
earned  retirement. 

— oOo— 


Captain  James 'E,  Parker,  Air  Corps, 
received  a ten^orary  appointment  tq  the 
grade  of  Major  in  the  Air  Corps,  with 
rank  from  August  5,  1938. 


Captain  Don  McNeal,  Air  Corps,  received 
a temporary  appointment  to  the  grade  oi 
Major  in  the  Air  Corps,  with  rank  from 
June  27,  1938, 
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JIRST  WIHG  MANmJVSRS  AT  GRAY  FIELD 


A PROMOTION  FOR  MAJOR  CARL  A.  COVER 


Brigadier  General  Delos  C.  Enmons, 
commanding  the  First  Wing,  General  Head- 
quarters Air  Force,  alighted  at  3:00 
p.m,  on  August  8th  at  Grajr  Field,  Fort 
Lewis,  Washington,  from  the  B-18  Army 
Bombardment  plane  in  which  he  had  flown 
from  his  headquarters  at  March  Field, 
Calif.  Upon  his  arrival.  General  Emmons 
was  greeted  by  Governor  Clarence  D. 
Martin,  of  the  State  of  Washington; 

Major  General  Walter  C.  Sweeney,  command- 
ing Fort  Lewis  and  the  3rd  Division,  and 
many  other  civil  and  military  dignitaries 
assembled  at  the  flying  field  to  welcome 
officially  the  General  and  his  command 
to  the  northwest.  An  eleven-gun  salute 
was  fired  upon  the  General's  arrival  by 
a battery  of  75  mm.  guns  from  the  10th 
Field  Artillery. 

The  airplanes  of  the  First  Wing,  GHQ 
Air  Force,  began  taking  off  from  their 
stations  at  March  and  Hamilton  Fields, 
California,  at  6:20  o’clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  August  8th,  with  the  first  units, 
belonging  to  the  i9th  Bombardment  Group.r 
. under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
H.A.  Burwell,  Air  Corps,  arriving  at 
Fort  Lewis  from  March  Field  shortly  be- 
fore 12:00  noon.  The  remaining  elements 
of  the  First  Wing  continued  to  arrive  in 
groups  of  three  or  four  planes  through- 
out the  afternoon.  All  planes  of  the 
organization  assembled  at  Gray  Field  at 
4:00  p.m. 

The  organizations  arriving  at  Gray 
Field  during  the  day  consisted  of  the 
First  Wing  Headouarters  and  Headquarters 
Squadron,  the  38th  Reconnaissance  Squad- 
ron, the  88th  Reconnaissance  Squadron, 
and  the  19th  Bombardment  Group.  Approx- 
imately 300  officers  and  men  and  40  air- 
planes were  involved  in  the  movement, 
each  plane  carrying  a crew  of  two  offi- 
cers and  nine  enlisted  men.  The  pilots 
reported  good  weather  from  California. 

idiile  at  Fort  Lewis,  the  planes  will 
carry  on  extensive  maneuvers,  including 
long  and  short  range  reconnaissance 
roblems  and  bombing  demonstrations.  The 
irst  exercise,  scheduled  for  the  morn- 
ing of  August  9th,  was  to  consist  of  a 
reconnaissance  of  principal-  cities  and 
airdromes  within  the  operating  area. 
Twenty  B-18  type  planes,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Colonel  H.A.  Burwell, 
were  slated  to  take  off  from  Gray  Field 
at  9:30  a.m. , on  August  9th,  on  the  re- 
connaissance, the  route  of  the  flight 
being  Tacoma,  Washington;  Olynpia,  Wash- 
ington; Vancouver,  Washington;  Portland, 
Oregon;  Pendleton,  Oregon;  Walla  Walla, 
Spokane,  Ellensburg,  Seattle,  Bremerton 
and  Tacoma,  Washington,  and  Gray  Field. 
The  total  distance  involved  was  estimat- 
ed at  about  750  miles. 

Colonel  Burwell  announced  that  the 
planes  would  fly  in  formation  over  each 
of  the  cities  on  their  itinerary. 


Announcement  was  recently  made  by  Mr. 
Donald  W.  Douglas,  President  of  the 
Douglas  Aircraft  Company,  Inc. , Santa 
Monica,  Calif. , of  the  advancement  of 
Major  Carl  Cover,  Director  of  Sales  and 
Chief  Pilot  of  the  Company,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Senior  Vice  President,  formerly 
held  by  the  late  Harry  H.  Wetzel. 

In  announcing  Major  Cover’s  elevation 
to  his  new  post,  Mr.  Douglas  stated  that 
his  conpany  is  fortunate  in  haying  among 
its  executives  a man  of  the  ability  and 
experience  of  Major  Cover,  and  he  added: 
■'In  the  air  or  in  the  shop,  no  man  knows 
more  about  planes  than  Major  Cover." 

Carl  Cover,  who  holds  a commission  as 
Major,  Specialist  Reserve,  has  instruct- 
ed Arny  instructors  during  the  War,  and 
subsequently  had  charge  of  inspection, 
assembly  and  repair  of  Army  aircraft  at 
the  various  Array  posts  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Hawaii. 

Rivaling  in  importance  the  steady  pro- 
duction of  Bombardment  airplanes  by  the 
Douglas  Company  have  been  the  flight 
tests  of  the  world-famous  DC-4  airplane, 
now  universally  recognized  as  one  out- 
standing example  of  four-engined  land 
airplanes.  All  through  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  the  plane  was  subjected 
to  severe  scientific  tests  under  the 
personal  piloting  and  direction  of  Major 
Cover.  These  tests  have  been  declared 
by  Arthur  E.  Raymond,  Chief  Engineer, 
highly  satisfactory. 

Major  Cover,  v/ho  entered  the  Army 
during  the  World  War,  being  commissioned 
a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Service, 
National  Army,  on  June  22,  1918,  re- 
signed from  the  service  on  February  4, 
1930,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the 
field  of  commercial  aviation.  He  was 
considered  one  of  the  outstanding  engin- 
eering officers  of  the  Air  Corps.  Par- 
ticularly successful  as  an  organizer 
and  as  an  executive,  he  displayed  remark- 
able ability  in  training  personnel  along 
mechanical  and  industrial  lines. 

His  total  flying  time,  both  in  mili- 
tary and  commercial  aviation,  has  by  now 
probably  passed  the  6,000-hour  mark. 

— .oOo- — 

The  Los  Angeles  Municipal  Airport  is 
being  in^roved  at  the  present  time  to 
the  extent  of  $450 j 000  under  WPA  with 
additional  sewer  lines,  improvement  of 
the  main  east-west  runway  to  a length  of 
4700  feet  by  300  feet  wide,  and  the  in- 
stallation of  flush  type  lights. 

Grading  and  drainage  work  is  also  in- 
volved in  this  4-month  program,  which 
will  keep  1,500  men  employed. 

Arrangements  for  the  establishment  of 
a radio  range  beacon  for  airway  control 
at  this  airport  are  under  way.  This 
will  be  located  approximately  one  mile 
east  of  the  northeast  corner  of  the  field. 
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JUST 


A 


MEMORY 


BOY  SCOUTS  e:mjoy  breeze  erom  propellers 


Five  years  ago,  on  the  evening  of 
Angust  27 j 1933,  Captain  Ernest  E. 
Harmon,  Air  Corps,  of  the  9th  Bombard- 
ment Group, ^ Mi tchel  Field,  L.I.,  Hew 
York, _ was _ killed  when  the  airplane  he 
was  piloting  crashed  during  the  course 
of  a night  flight  from  Easton,  Md. , to 
Mitchel  Field.  All  indications  pointed 
to  the  fact  that,  encountering  a fog 
during  the  course  of  his  flight,  he 
remained  aloft  until  his  fuel  supply 
became^ exhausted,  and  he  then  juried 
with  his ^parachute,  since  his  body  was 
found  quite  some  distance  from  the 
wrecked  plane. 

A reader  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter 
submitted  the  tribute  to  the  deceased 
officer  which  is  given  below.  He  states 
he  is  a former  enlisted  man  who  was  sta- 
tioned at  Mitchel  Field  and  who  had  the 
ple^si^e  and  opportunity  of  working  with 
Captain  Harmon,  at  various  times  aud  con- 
sidered him  a personal  friend.  He  -adds 
that  he  discovered  this  literary  effort 
just  recently  while  going  through  some 
of  his  papers,  and  expresses  the  thought 
that  its  publication  at  this  time  will 
serve  to  bring  back  to  mind  one  of  the 
finest  officers  he  had  had  occasion  to 
meet  in  his  eight  years  in  the  Air 
Corps  - rough  and  ready  "Tin:/-,”  - whose 
friends  in  the  Air  Corps  and  other 
branches  of  the  service,  as  well  as  in 
civil  life,  were  legion. 


Retrospect 

."Tiny,"  old  friend,  I wish  that  you  knew 
How  all  the  boys  at  the  field  miss  you. 
Your  booming  voice  and  your  happy  smile. 
Your  glad  "Hello"  to  both  rank  and  file, 
Your  outstretched  hand  and  encouraging 
word 

And  an  optimism  so  undeterred. 

But  the  one  thing  we  can  ne’er  replace 
Is  that  boyish  grin  upon  your  face. 

And  I’ll  wager,  if  only  us. mortals  could 
see,  • 

That  you’re  leading  the  Flight  in 
Eternity. 

- William  Joseph  Collins, 
Schenectady,  N.Y. 

- — oOo 

Announcement  was  recently  made  by  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  Honorable 
Louis  Johnson-,  that  airplanes  of  the  GHQ 
Air _ Force  would  be  sent  to  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. ,^in  September,  in  order  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Parade  to  be  held  there  on 
September  20,  1938. 

Colonel  Johnson  is  Past  National  Com- 
mander of  the  American  Legion,  serving 
as  the  head  of  this  organisation  in  1932. 


The  personnel  of  Selfridge  Field, 

Mich. , especially  2nd  Lieuts.  Harold  E. 
Kofahl  and  Clinton  C.  W^asem,  Air  Res.  , 
were  highly  complimented  by  the  Port 
Huron  TIMES-HERALD  for  the  splendid 
treatment  they  accorded  the  Port  Huron 
Boy  Scouts  upon  their  visit  to  the  Air 
Corps  field  on  August  4th. 

The  Boy  Scouts  were  conducted  on  a 
tour  of  Selfridge  Field  by  Lieuts.  KofahL 
and  Wasem,  and  later  they  were  taken  to 
the  Picnic  House  on  the  lake  where  they 
ate  their  lunches.  The  Scouts  had  a 
fine  time  watching  the  planes,  and  it 
being  a very  hot  day  they  took  great  de- 
light in  standing  back  where  the  breese 
from  the  propellers  would  cool  them  off. 

The  Boy  Scouts  were  loud  in  their 
praise  of  Colonel  Henry  B.  Clagett,  the 
Selfridge  Air  Base  Commander;  Lieuts. 
Kofahl  and  Wasem,  and  Bob  Winslow,  Past 
President  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Mount 
Clemens,  who  made  arrangements  with 
Colonel  Clagett  for  their  visit  to  the 
field. 

oOo 

Depot  Supply  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depo1 
(CohtinuedrTrom'  ‘Page  6). 

property  account  is  administered.  Yes, 
altogether,  it  was  a big  year  for  the  ! 
Depot  Supply  Department  of  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot.  I' 

— oOo 

Eiilisted  Men  to  Study  Communications 

(Continued  Yrom  Page  7) 

Transport  Squadron,  Middletown  Air 
Depot,  Middletown,  Pa. 

Privates  Clifford  W.  Kropp,  Kenneth 
W..  Bradd,  Melvin  C.  Staerk  and  Private 
1st  Cle,ss  Artie  J.  Adkins,  all  of  the 
5rd  Observation  Squadron,  Langley  Field, 
Va. 

oOo— 

Major  Crumrine  (From  Page  10), 

Airplane  Pilot  and  Airplane  Observer. 

He  holds  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  |i 
for  his  participation  in  1920  in  the 
flight  of  Army  planes  from  New  York  to 
Nome,  Alaska,  and  return  to  Washington, 
D.C. 

oOo 

Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , was  highly  i 
honored  and  pleased  Tuesday,  August  9th, 
when,  with  little  or  no  advance  informa-  - 
tion,  Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews, 

GHQ,  Air  Force  Commander,  dropped  out  of 
a clear  slsy  and  landed  onto  the  field.  i 
General  Andrews’  visit,  however,  was  not 
an  official  one,  and, after  a brief  stop 
for  refueling  his  plane,  the  General 
proceeded  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  . 
General  Andrews  was  flying  a Itouglas  C-32.  < 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National 
Guard,  and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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RRESIDEI^T  ROOSEVELT  VISITS  DEEBNSE  ESTABLISHMENTS  IN  PANAm 
By  Captain  Robert  E.  Tate,  Air  Corps 


Brown  from  cruising  and  fishing  in 
tropical  waters,  President  Roosevelt, 
appearing  in  the  best  of  health  and  spir- 
its, made  a tour  of  inspection  of  both 
Army  a^^d  Navy  defense  establisliments  of 
the  Panama  Atlantic  Sector  on  August  5th. 

Welcomed  into  Balboa  harbor  the  previ- 
ous day  by  Pursuit,  Attack  and  Bombard- 
ment planes  of  the  19th  Wing,  the  Presi- 
dent boarded  a special  train  of  the 
Panama  Railroad  early  in  the  afternoon 
of  August  5th.  With  him,  in  addition  to 
his  own  party,  traveled  President  Juan 
Demostenes  Arosemena,  of  the  Republic  of 
Panama;  Colonel  Clarence  S.  Ridley,  Gov~_ 
ernor  of  the  Panama  Canal,  and  many 
senior  Department  Naval  and  Military  of- 
ficers. Arriving  in  Cristobal  at  4jl5 
p.ra. , the  President  and  his  party  were 
whisked  away  by_a  caravan  of  cars,  ably 
protected  by  Chief  Calloway's  motorcycle 
patrolmen. 

I wish  to_ leave  Mr.  President  enroute 
to  France  Field  while  we  tell  of  the 
neat  planning  that  preceded  his  visit. 

The  entire  route  to  be  traversed  was 
gone^over  in  detail,  not  once  but  sever- 
al times,  to  establish  a reliable  speed 
and  timing  for  the  tour.  Commanding  of- 
ficers were  made  conversant  with  the  ex- 
pected time  of  arrival,  honors  to  be 
rendered,  formations  expected  of  troops, 
and  the  routes  throiagh  their  respective 
posts. 

The  foregoing  paragraph  is  injected 
rather  tritely  to  prove  that  a properly 
lanned  event,  even  as  auspicious  as  a 
residential  visit,  may  go  off  with  a 
minimum  of  flurry  and  a measured  preci- 
sion nothing  short  of  , Air- 

lanes  of  France _ Field  returning  from  a 
roup  tactical  mission  flew  over  the 
Presidential  party  just  as  it  boarded 
the  train  on  the  Pacific  side,  yet  there 
was  ample  time  to  land,  line  up  the 
planes,  eat  a late  lunch,  dress,  and  be 
in  review  formation  by  4:35  p.m. 

At  exactly  4:35  p.m.,  the  Presidential 
car  arrived  at  the  France  Field  gate. 
Flourishes,  "To  the  Color"  and  a 21-gun 
salute  preceded  the  greeting  and  welcome 
by  Lieut.  Colonel  William  0.  Butler,  com- 
manding officer,  France  Field,  and 
Colonel  Fred  H.  Coleman,  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  Panama  Air  Depot.  Both 


were  invited  into  the  President's  car, 
and  the  procession  moved  on  down  the 
main  road  through  two  lines  of  the 
"Guard  of  Honor"  at  salute,  and  turned 
left  to  the  airdrome.  Here  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops  of  the  6th  Bombard- 
ment Group,  augmented  by  those  of  the 
Panama  Air  Depot,  were  formed  in  front 
of  the  line  of  airpla,nes  in  group  review 
formation.  The  President  trooped  the 
line  both  down  and  back  as  the  troops 
remained  at  "present  arms,"  and  then, 
followed  a course  through  the  quarters 
and  barracks  areas  and  back  to  the  gate. 

Here  occurred  one  of  those  things 
worthy  of  relating.  As  Lieut.  Colonel 
Butler  and  Colonel  Coleman  left  the  car, 
the  latter  said:  "Mr.  President,  if  I 
am  not  spealcing  out  of  turn,  would  you 
mind  delivering  my  warm  personal  greet- 
ings to  Colonel  Watson,  your  military 
aide?  I haven't  seen  him  in  many  years." 

To  which  the  President  replied  with  a 
smile:  "Step  back  to  the  car  just  be- 
hind us,  Colonel,  and  give  them  your- 
self. We  are  in  no  big  hurry. " 

And  so  in  a few  moments,  with  a 
friendly  smile,  a wave  of  the  hand,  he 
was  on  his  way,  with  the  blaring  of 
bugles  and  booming  of  gun. 

The  President's  itinerary  included 
the  Fleet  Air  Base,  Submarine  Base,  Fort 
Randolph,  Fort  Davis  and  then  to  the 
locks  at  Gatun,  there  to  board  the 
"Houston. " 

It  was  on  his  way  back  from  Fort 
Randolph,  enroute  to  Fort  Favis,  on  the 
public  road  past  France  Field  that  a 
memorabXe  incident  occurred.  All  cf  the 
France  Field  soldiers  had  been  marched 
back  to  barracks  and  dismissed.  On 
talking  it  over,  the  consensus  of 
opinion  was  that  none  had  reall.y  seen 
the  President  at  all,  what“w’rSIi  the 
fleeting  glin^jse  they  were  able  to  re- 
gister while  standing  at  rigid  atten- 
tion. And  so  out  to  the  railroad 
tracks  lining  the  Randolph  road  went 
six  hundred  soldiers  to  catch  a "real 
look"  - not  an  officer  in  sight.  Would 
our  previous  show  of  discipline 'be 
ruined?  The  President's  car  came 
abreast  at  a goodly  clip.  Six  hundred 
soldiers  came  to  uncoramanded  salutes, 
i and  as  the  right  flank  was  passed,  spon.- 
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taneously  and  as  one  man  they  uncovered 
and  gave  a deafening  cheer.  Mr. Roosevelt 
looked  hack,  vigorously  waved  hi§  hat  in 
acknowledgment  and  was  still  waving  it 
as  his  car  passed  out  of  sight.  - 

Mr.  Roosevelt  may  forget  that  the  7th 
Squadron  hangar  was  under  repair  on 
August  5,  1938;  he  may  forget  the  really 
excellent  flying  done  on  his  hehalf ; he 
may  even  forget  that  the  troops  looked 
unusually  snappy  standing  formation  in 
sun^helmets  for  the  first  time,  hut  I 
believe  the  spontaneous  hurst  of  approv- 
ing cheers  from  the  throats  of  six  hund- 
red Jrance  Field  soldiers  touched  a note 
that  he  will  remember. 

At  any  rar^e,  Mr.  President,  we  enjoyed 
your  visit  and  were  honored  by  it.  We 
give  you  best  wishes  and  renew  our  pledge 
of  everlasting  loyalty  to  our  Conmander- 
in-Chief. 

- — oOo— 

AERIAL  REVIEW  FOR  THE  PRESIDENT 

_0n  August  4th,  at  1:00  p.rn. , the  en- 
tire 19th  Wing  passed  in  revieYtr  on  the 
port  beam  of  the  Cruiser  U.S.S.  HOUSTON, 
as  she  steamed  into  the  Pacific  entrance 
of  the  Panama  Canal.  Aboard  her  was  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  return- 
ing from  a vacation  cruise  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  Galapagos  Islands. 

For  two  ^ys  the  President  and  his 
party  remained  on  the  Isthmus,  crossing 
to  the  Atlantic  side  by  train  on  August 
5-ch.  Brigadier  General  George  H.  Brett,- 
Coraraander ^ of  the  19th  Wing,  was  among  j 
those  officials  selected  to  accoapany  | 
the  President  on  automobile  tours  of  in- 
spection during  his  visit. 

On  the  evening  of  August  5th,  the  Pre- 
sident boarded  the^ HOUSTON  at  Gatun 
Locks,  and  the  Cruiser  steamed  out 
through  Colon  Breakwater  on  her  journey 
home . 

Accordingto  statements  issued  to  the 
press,  President  Roosevelt  was  entirely 
pleased  with  Arn^  and  Navy  activities 
within  the  Canal  Zone. 

oOo 

BOGOTA  FLIGHT  LANDS  AT  FRANCE  FIELD 

The  flight  of  three  Boeing  B-17’s 
which  visited  Bogota,  Colombia,  during 
the  inaugural  ceremonies  of  President 
Edua,rdo  Santos,  landed  at  France  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  at  12:50  p.m. , on 
August  9th  on  their  return  flight  to  the 
States.  The  distance  of  680  miles  be- 
tween Bogota  and  France  Field  was  cover- 
ed at  an  average  speed  of  207  miles  an 
hour,  the  elapsed  lime  being  three  hours 
and  seventeen  minutes. 

The  Bombing  planes  remained  on  ths 
Isthmus  for  two  days,  several  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  flight  visiting  both  Air 
Corps  posts  in  the  Panama  Canal  Depart- 
ment. With  Miami  as  their  first  stop, 
the  planes  took  off  early  on  August  11th. 
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. PEE^ONl^EL  CHANGES  AT  ALBROOK  FIELD 

Lieut.  Colonel  Willis  H.  Hale,  Air 
Corps,  assumed  command  of  Albrook  Field, 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  on  July  11th,  suc- 
ceeding Lieut.  Colonel  Benjamin  G.  Weir, 
who  was  assigned  as  Executive  Officer 
of  the  j.9th  Yifing. 

The  following  changes  in  the  assign- 
ment of  commissioned  personnel  at 
Albrook  Field  took  effect  on  July  20th: 

To  the  15th  Air  Base  Squadron:  Captain 
Manning  E.  TirTiery,  from  Base  Headquar- 
ters;.lBt  Lieut.  Robert  0.  Cork,  from 
the  74th  Attack  Squadron;  2nd  Lieut. 
William  W.  Jones,  from  the  29th  Pursuit 
Squadron;  2nd  Lieut.  George  P. Champion, 
from  the  74 bh  Attack  Squadron;  2nd 
Lieut.  Frank  W.  Gillespie,  from  the  24th 
Pursuit  Souadron. 

To  the  74th  Attack  Squadron;  Captain 
Edgar  A.  Sirmyef , from  the~T5th  Air  Base 
Squadron,  and  to  assume  command;  1st 
Lieiits.  Kenneth  R.  Crosher,  from  Head- 
quarters, 16th  Pursuit  Group;  Cyrus  W. 
Kitchens,  Jr.  (Air  Reserve)* from  the 
15th  Air  Base  Squadron. 

To  _^e  24th  Pursuit  Saua.dron;  1st 
Lieuf.  ‘STepierrB.~12a'ek,  from“tEe  i5th 
Air  Ease  Souadron;  2nd  Lieut.  Joseph 
H.  Paul,  Air  Reserve,  from  15th  Air 
Base  Squadron. 

To  the  29v.h  Pursuit  Squa^on;  ^ Ist 
Lie^"’![“UharTe's  "Br  WinETiT^from  Base 
Headquarters;  2nd  Lieut.  Sam  Maddux,  Jr. , 
from  the  24th  Pursuit  Souadron. 

To  HeadoL  O-rterB,  16th 'Pursuit  Group; 
1st  LieuT'  ivuTTard  Lewi sTTroin'  24th 
Pursuit  Squadron. 

To  44th  Reconnaissance  Squadron;  1st 
Lieut.  "Edward  H."  tJnderiiill,  from" 'the 
command  of  the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron. 

oOo 

•METEOROLOGICAL  TRAINING  FOR  ENLISTED  MEN 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  of 
the  A.ir  Corps  will  be  sent,  without  loss 
of  g“ade  or  rating,  by  military  aircraft 
if  piacti cable,  otherwise  by  rail,  tc 
the* Air  Corps  Weather  School,  Patterson 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  to  report  not 
later  than  September  12,  1938,  for  the 
forecasters  course,  commencing  on  that 
date: 

First  Weather  Region 

Corporal  Lynn  H.  Rod  son  ahdTiPrivate 
First  Class  Jacob.  Follmer,  from  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif. 

Private  First  Class  Edward  0.  Smith, 
Gray  Field,  Fort  Lewis,  Wash. 

Private  First  Class  Patrick  C.  Drum, 
March  Field,  Calif. 

Second  Weather  Region 

Master  Sergeant  Frederick  A. 
Matchinski,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Staff  Sergeant  Louis  D.  Laurin,  Ser- 
geants Walter  Piku.la  and  John  A,  Kapral, 
from  Patterson  Field,  Ohio. 

( Continued  on  Page  3 ) . 
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30-TON  BOILER  REACHES  LANGLET  FIELD 

The  GHQ  Air  Force  acquired  a new  and 
formidable  weapon  of  the  air  on  the  morn' 
ing  of  August  6th,  when  a B-15  four- 
engined  Bomber  was  delivered  to  the  2nd 
Bombardment  Group  at  Langley  Field,  Va. 

This  mighty  leviathan  of  the  air  is 
the  newest  and  largest  Bombardment  air- 
plane now  possessed  by  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Corps  and  has  a wing  spread  of 
over  150  feet,  with  a weight  of  30  tons, 
and  is  similar  in  many  respects  to  the 
well  known  B-17*s,  popularly  called 
“F^ing  Fortresses." 

The  B-15  is  equipped  with  four  1,000- 
horsepower  engines I six  machine  gun 
placements,  a refrigeration  plant, 
toilet  facilities  and  a kitchenette. 

While  information  regarding  its  top 
speed  has  not  been  released,  it  is  de- 
scribed as  "the  most  powerful  fighting 
sh^  in  the  world," 

The  B-15  was  delivered  to  Langley 
Field  by  a crew  of  the  Second  Bombard- 
ment Group,  who  spent  some  time  at 
Wright  Field,  Ohio,  familiarizing  them- 
selves with  the  latest  army  Bomber.  Un- 
der the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Olds, 
the  group  left  fright  Field. early  on  the 
morning  of  August  6th. 

Others  in  the  crew  included  Major 
Edwin  R.  McReynolds,  engineer  pilot; 
Captain  Robert  F.  Travis,  navigator; 

Staff  Sergeants  James  H.  Boyles,  William 
J.  Heldt,  Harry  L.  Hines.  David  L. Spicer, 
John  Piper  and  Sergeant  Avrill  Foreman, 
mechanics,  and  i^ivate  1st  Class  William 
A,  Bristor,  radio  operator. 

Upon  arrival  at  the  Peninsula  airdrome 
at  11; 24  o’clock,  the  crew  of  the  ship 
was  greeted  by  various  high  ranking  Ajw 
officers,  who  proceeded  to  inspect  the 
latest  and  most  mqdern  Bomber, 

The  B-15  exemplifies  the  tremendous 
strides  made  by  the  aeronautical  indust- 
ry and  the  engineers  of  the  Army  Air 
Corps  in  the  design  and  construction  of 
the  most  efficient  fighting  unit  in  the 
world. 

Little  imagination- is  required  t«  vis- 
ualize what  a potent  weapon  a fleet 
of  these  modern  flying  fortresses  would 
be  in  the  defense  of  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Olds  and  the  crew  expressed 
themselves  as  highly  pleased  with  the 
performance  of  the  plane  on  the  flight 
from  Wright  Field. 

It  was  announced  at  Langley  Field  that 
the  B-15  would  be  placed  in  service 
along  with  the  B-17*s,  three  of  which 
recently  returned  from  a "good  will" 
flight  to  Bogota,  Colombia,  South  Amer- 
ica. 

oOo 

During  July,  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot, Duncan 
Field,  Texas,  overhauled  13  airplanes 
and  67  engines,  and  repaired  46  air- 
planes and  22  engines. 


CONSTRUCTION  STARTS  AT  CHANUTE  FIELD 

Excavating  for  the  foundations  of  new 
buildings  to  be  constructed  at  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111. , is  progressing 
rapidly.  To  date,  contracts  have  been 
closed  for  the  f oimdations . only  of  two 
school  hangars,  an  Air  Corps  warehouse, 
a Quartermaster  warehouse,  and  the 
Noncommissioned  Officers'  Quarters.  As 
plans  are  completed  and  bids  received, 
contracts  will  be  let  for  other  founda- 
tions and  super-structures.  Thus  far, 
three  contractors  have  been  awarded  con- 
tracts. The, Illinois  Central  Railroad 
has  conpleted  the  sp\ir  track  necessary 
to  serve  the  field  at  its  new  location. 
— -oOo- — 

BASIC  COMBAT  PLANES  FOR  CHANUTE  FIELD 

Four  new  basic  combat  airplanes  were 
recently  received  at  Chanute  Field,. 
Rantoul,  111,  Captain  George  H.  Steel, 
Lieut s.  Albert  Boyd,  Franklin  S.  Henley 
and  O.E.  Henderson  made  the  trip  to  the 
factory  of  the  North  American  Aviation, 
Inc.,  at  Inglewood,  Calif.,  to  ferry 
these  planes  to  the  field. 

— oOo — - 

Meteorological  Training  for  Enlisted  Men 

“ ('Cont ihued  from  Page”  2 ) 

Sergeant  Ambrose  L,  Koering,  Fort 
Knox,  Ky. 

Sergeant  Stephen  H,  Martonak,  Fort 
Benning,  Ga. 

Corporal  Franklin  P.  Finnicum,  Middle- 
tewn  Air  Depot,  Pa. 

Corporal  Richard  H.  Miller,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich, 

Cor;^ral  Linden  R.  Shoemaker,  Aberdeen 
Proving  Ground,  Md. 

Corporal  Carl  E.  Wagner,  Chanute  Field, 

111. 

Private  Oscar  H.  True,  Scott  Field, 111. 

Private  First  Class  George  R.  Mills,  . 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y, 

Third  Weather  Region 

Sergeant  Laurier  LaMontagne,  Dryden, 
Texas. 

Sergeant  Henry  L,  Watters  and  Private 
First  Class  Albert  P.H.  Heck,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

Corporal  August  W.  Throgmorton,  Ran- 
dolph Field.  Texas. 

Private  First  Class  Thomas  C.  Cobb, 

Jr, , Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Private  First  Class  Odell  J.  Harrison, 
Hensley  Field,  Texas, 

Private  First  Class  Albert  J.  Wilber, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Private  First  Class  Harold  W.  Zercher, 
Jr. , Maxwell  Field,  Ala, 

Private  First  Class  William  E.  Zimmer- 
man, Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

- — oOo — - 
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GMEEAL  eiTfieHS  INSPECT  KELLY  FIELD 

Brigadier  G-eneral  George  C.  Marshall, 
Chief  of  the  War  Plans  Division  of  the 
War  Department  General  Staff,  and  Major 
General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  commanding  the 
GHQ  Air  Force,  while  making  a to-ur  of- 
Air  Corps  stations,  ■ arrived  at  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center  on  A-u^st  16th  and 
paid  a visit  to  Kelly  Field  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th, ■ during  which  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  post  was  made.  After  lunch- 
ing at  the  Officers'  Club,  they  departed 
for  Randolph  Field,  via  Dmican  Field  - 
where  they  spent  a short  time. 

Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount, 
Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  accompanied  by  Major  • 
John  R.  Morgan,  Air  Corps,  visited  Kelly 
Field  on  the  morning  of  August  16th. 

While  at  Kelly  Field,  General  Yount,  ac- 
con5)anied  by  Colonel  Frank  D.  Lackland, 
Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School, . inspected- various  activi- 
ties, including  the  Cadet  Detachment 
barracks,  Attack,  Bombardment,  Observa- 
tion and  Pursuit  Sections,  •and  the 
starting  of  the  new  construction  project 
at  the  Advanced  Flying  School. 

■ oOo- — 

NEW  OFFICER  PERSONNEL  AT  KELLY  FIELD 

The  following-named  Air  Corps  officers 
recently  reported  at  the  Advanced  Flying 
School  at  Kelly  Field,  Tezas,  and  were 
assigned  to  organizations  or  duties  as 
indicated: 

Captain  James  F.  Phillips,  .Station 
Inspector.. 

Captain  Elmer  T-.  Rundquis't,  Squadron 
Commander,  61st  School  sqUadron. 

First  Lieut.  Lloyd  H.  Tull,  Mess,  Sup- 
ply, Parachute,  and  Assistant  Armament 
and  Ordnance  Officer  of  the  12th  Air  , 
Base  Squadron. 

First  Lieuts.  Dyke  F.  Meyer,  Earl  F. 
Signer  and  2nd  Lieut.  Wilbur  W.  Aring, 
Flying  Instructors,  Pursuit  Section. 

First  Lieuts.  Richard  E.  Ellsworth  and 
Kurt  M.  Landon,  Flying  Instructors, 

Attack  Section.  - ' 

First  Lieut.  William  J.  Eolsapfel, 
Flying  Instructor,  Observation  Section. 

First  Lieut.  William  L.  Lee  reported 
from  the  Philippine  Department,  where  he 
was  on  the  staff  of  General  Douglas 
MacArthur,  Military  Adviser  to  the,  Phil- 
ippine Governmentj  as  Acting  Chief-  of  the 
Philippine  Army  Air  Corps.  While  on 
this  duty,  Lieut,  Lee  was  responsible 
for  the  initial  organization  of  the 
Philippine  Army  Air  Corps  and  the  train- 
ing_of  its  first  pilots.'  He  has  been 
assigned  to  the  12th  Air  Base  Squadron. 
oOo— ■ 

BARKSDALE  FLYERS  BASS  AT.  DUITOAN  FIELD 

During  the  recent  3rd  Army  Maneuvers 
in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 


the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field, 
was  host  from  August  13th  to  17th  to  a 
•"'group  of  18  officers  and  18  enlisted 
men.,  conmanded  by -Major  A.’C.  Strickland, 
of  the  Third  Attack  Group,  GHQ  Air  • 
Force,  Barksdale  Field,  La,  Tlie  Attack- 
ers with  their  A-17A  planes  were  ^housed 
at  Duncan  Field  while  participating  as 
an  air  echelon  during  the  Maneuvers. 

’ ^ ^oOo 

ACTIfITlES.AT  LUKE  FIELD,  HAWAII 

Friday,  July  29th,  foimd  the  Base 
Headquarters  and  17th  Air  Base  Squadron, 
breaking  camp  at  Bellows  Field,  ^ , 
Waimanalo,  relinquishing  possession  to 
the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  as  they 
concluded  their  1938  field  training  pe- 
riod. During  the  training  period  at 
Bellows  Field  the  entire  organization 
fired,  for  record  with  the  automatic 
pistol,  and  fired  approximately  100^ 
j rounds  per  man  with  the  ground  machine 
j gun.  Tne  anti-aircraft  course  was  also 
fired  by  several  men. 


In  the  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron, 

f round  instruction  and  general  concen- 
ration  on  all  school  work  were  in  ef- 
fect during  July.  All  the  Reserve  of- 
ficers of  the  organization^ were  hard  at 
work  studying  for  the  examination  for 
Regular  commissions .which  took  place  on 
August  2nd  and  3rd,'  "Their' s has  been 
no  half-hearted  attempt,"  says  the _ News 
Letter  Correspondent,  "but  a_ conscienti- 
ous and,  determined  one,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  they  all  have  excellent 
chances  to  stand  high  in  the  list  of 
competition.  Here's  good  luck  to 
them! " 

The  Engineering  Section  of  the  4th 
Reconnaissance  Squadron  has  been  study- 
ing religiously  on  various  journeymen 
examinations,  as  have  the  Communications 
and  Armament  Sections.  The  men  have  en- 
tered into  -this  enthusiastically  and _ the 
results  will  undoubtedly  be  noticed  in 
their  fU'ture  work. 


The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  partici- 
pated in  the  Group  interception  problem 
on  July  19th,  in  which  the  U. S.^Arn^ 
Transport  REPUBLIC,  carrying  Brigadier 
General  Barton  K.  Yount  and  Colonel 
I Millard  F.  Harmon,  Air  Corps,  was  the 
I objective.  Twenty-four  hours  after  the 
! transport  had  left  Honolulu,  the  B--18 
airplanes  of  the  5th  Bombardment  Group 
staged  an  aerial  review  over  tiie  vessel 
in  honor  of  the  departing  officers.  The 
mission  was  carefully  planned,  a.nd  all 
squadrons  received  the  maximum  amount 
of  training  involved. 

In  the  quarterly  load  test  held  the 
latter  -part  of  July,  no  outstanding  .dif- 
ficulties were  .encountered  in  putting  ’ 
the  B-lS's  through  their  paces.  It  is 
stated  that  the  .'Group  is  making  the  most 
of  the  new  equipment  it  now  possesses. 
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NdN-STOP  COAST  TO  COAST  PLIGHT  POE  B-18 


M TYPE  OP  OXYGEN  MASK 


Prevailing  winds  aided  the  B-18  Bomber 
on  the  first  transcontinental  non-stop 
flight  ever  made  in  a craft  of  this 
type.  Taking  off  from  Hamilton  Pield, 
Calif. , on  Aiigust  19th,  the  plane  landed 
at  Mitchel  Pield,  L.I.,  New  fork,  15 
hours  and  38  minutes  later. 

The  Bombardment  plane  was  piloted  by- 
Lieut,  John  G,  Armstrong,  of  the  11th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  Hamilton  Pield. 
Lieut,  David  H.  Walker  was  the  co-pilot; 
Private  C.E.  Dy singer,  mechanic,  and 
Private  D.L.  Byerly,  radio  operator. 

The  crew  used  osjrgen  masks  most  of  the 
way,  as  the  flight  was  made  at  a high 
altitude.  The  distance  involved  was 
2570  miles. 

oOo 

STWDENT  OPPICERS  AT  A.  C.  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 

The  following-named  officers  of  the 
Air  Corps,  Marine  Corps  and  the  U. S. 
Coast  Guard  are  pursuing  courses  of  in- 
struction at  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School  at  Chanute  Pield,  Eantoul,  111. ; 

Maintenance  Engineering  Course 

-^ir  Corps  offices 

Captain  John  J,  Morrow,  from  Hamilton 
Pield,  Calif. 

1st  Lieuti.  Millard  C.  Young  and  John 
M.  Hutchison,  from  Mitchel  Pield,  N.Y. 

1st  Lieuts,  Dawson  S.  Moseley,  Jr. , 
Paul  T.  Hanley,  Elvin  S.  Ligon  and  Clair 
L,  Woodj  March  Pield,  Calif, 

1st  Lieuts.  Arnold  T.  Johnson  and 
Harold  L.  Kreider,  Selfridge  Pield, 

Mich. 

1st  Lieuts,  Joseph  B.  Stanley  and 
Harry  Coursey,  Langley  Pield,  Va. 

8nd  Lieut,  Homer  A.  Boushey,  Jr, , Port 
Lewis,  Wash, 

Marine  Corps  officer 

Captain  Booker  C,  Batter ton,  Quantico, 
?a. 

Coast  Guard  officers 

Lieuts. ““ETE.  Pahey,  Biloxi,  Miss, ; 

C.L.  Harding,  East  Hartford,  Conn. ; 
William  Schissler,  St.  Petersburg,  Pla. , 
and  Lieut,  (jg)  L.H.  Seeger,  Cape  May, 
New  Jersey. 

Commmications  Course 

^ir  "Corps  officers 

1st  Lieuts.  William  M.  Canterbury  and 
Richard  A.  Legg,  Philippine  Department. 

1st  Lieuts.  Albert  T.  Wilson,  Jr. , and 
Carl  Swyter,  March  Pield,  Calif. 

1st  Lieuts.  Glenn  C.  Thompson,  Richard 
C.  Weller  and  2nd  Lieut.  Paul  H,  Dane 
from  Langley  Pield,  Va. 

2nd  Lieut.  Seward  W.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Kelly 
Pield,  Texas. 

oOo 

Havi^  been  found  by  an  Arny  retiring 
board  incapacitated  for  active  service 
due  to  disability  incident  thereto.  Cap- 
tain David  M.  Ramsay,  Air  Corps,  is  re- 
tired from  active  service,  effective 
August  31,  1938, 


An  article  in  a recent  issue  of  an 
aviation  journal  is  to  the  effect  that  a 
new  type  high  altitude  oxygen  mask,  de- 
signed by  three  physicians  at  Rochester, 
Minn. , has  been  called  “completely  suc- 
cessful” following  extensive  flight 
tests,  and  that  announcement  was  made 
by  Northwest  Airlines  that  it  will  equip 
all  its  transports  with  the  new  masks 
by  the  fall  of  this  year.  While  these 
masks  will  be  used  to  prevent  pilot 
fatigue,  they  will  also  be  necessary 
for  passengers. 

Pinal  tests  on  the  mask  were  made  dur- 
ing the  course  of  a flight  in  a North- 
west Airlines'  Lockheed  from  Minneapolis, 
Minn, , to  Burbank,  Calif.  Personnel  of 
this  airline  volunteered  as  subjects  for 
the  tests. 

Dr.  W.R.  Lovelace,  in  cooperation  with 
Dr,  W.M.  Boothby  and  Dr.  A.H.  Bulbulian, 
developed  the  new  type  of  mask. 

Advantages  possessed  by  the  new  type 
of  mask  lie  in  the  fact  that  it  requires 
much  less  oxygen,  as  little  as  one-tenth 
as  much  as  apparatus  now  in  general  use. 
This  not  only  tends  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  oxygen  required  to  be  carried  on  air- 
planes but  cute  down  the  weight  element. 

An  important  feature  in  the  design  of 
the  mask  is  that  it  leaves  the  mouth  un- 
coveredj  permitting  pilots  to  use  stand- 
are  radio  equipment.  The  mask  is  of 
molded  rubber,  consisting  of  a nose- 
iece,  resembling  an  old  fashioned  foot- 
all  noseguard,  and  a molded  rubber  tube 
which  forms  a circle  from  each  side  of 
the  nosepiece  under  the  mouth.  A flex- 
ible rubber  tube  leads  downward  from 
this  to  a valve j which  mixes  oxygen  from 
the  tank  with  air.  A new  type  oxygen 
tank  is  used  which,  although  retaining 
the  same  strength,  is  much  lighter  than 
standard  oxygen  tanks.  Another  tube 
from  the  valve  leads  to  the  oxygen  sup- 
ply. Below  the  valve  is  suspended  a 
small  bladder  just  large  enough  for  a 
single  breath, 

A newly  developed  reducing  valve  at 
the  oxygen  tank  is  so  designed  that  it 
will  feed  the  right  amount  of  oxygen, 
regardless  of  the  number  of  masks  it 
serves.  As  many  as  30  outlets  have  been 
connected  to  this  valve  without,  it  is 
claimed,  affecting  the  amount  of  oxygen 
going  to  each  mask. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Lovelace,  nine  of- 
ficials, pilots  and  mechanics  of  the 
Northwest  Airlines  participated  in  the 
final  flight  test. 

The  article  goes  on  further  to  say 
that  tests  with  Army  Air  Corps  experts 
at  Wright  Pield,  observations  in  low 
ressure  chambers,  and  altitude  test 
ligjits  of  short  duration  had  been  con- 
ducted prior  to  the  final  test, 

^oOo 
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AIR  CORPS  PARTICIPATION  IN  AIR  RACES 

The  War  Department  recently  announced 
the  approval  of  plans  for  an  Army  Air 
Corps  demonstration- and  esdiihit  at  the 
National  Air  Racee,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
September  3rd,  4tli  and  5th. 

The  27th  Pursuit  Sguadron  of  the  First 
Pursuit  Group,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , 
eguipped  with  eighteen  P-35  Sever shy 
single-seater  fighters,  will  perform  a 
thirty-minute  air  drill  daily,  including 
mass  formation  and  tactical  maneuvers. 

The  ground  eAiblt  will  consist  of 
nine  modern  tactical  airplanes,  each  . 
representative  of  a different  type  of 
combat  plane,  as  follows i 

A B-Iy  Boeing  -four-engined  Bomber, 
commonly  called  the  “Plying  Portress;'* 
a B-18,  Douglas  twin-engine  Bomber;  an 
A-18A  Curtiss  twin-engine  Attack  plane; 
a Northrop  A-17,  single-engined  Attack 
plane;  a Curtiss  P-36  single-seater 
fighter;  a North  American  B-Gl  Basic 
Combat  plane,  a North  American  0-47  Ob- 
servation plane;  the  North  American  BT-9 
training  plane  and  the'Kellett  Autogiro. 
Tliese  nine  planes  will  be  located  in  an 
open  air  enclosure  readily  accessible  to. 
the  public  visiting  the  Races,  and 
guides  will  be.  available  daily  to  answer 
g^uestions  and  describe  the  characterist- 
ics and  pur.poses  of  each  type. 

The  P-35  Seversky  fighter,  18  of  which 
will  fly  daily,  is  a low-wing  all-metal 
monoplane,  powered  with  a Pratt  & Wiitn^ 
"Wasp"  motor,  developing  more  than  800 
hors'epower.  It  has  a speed  of  nearly 
three  hundred  miles  per  hour  straightaway 
and  shows  high  performance  and  maneuver- 
ability. 

Major  Willis  Taylor,  conmaading  'the 
27th  Squadron,  explained  that  his  Squad- 
ron normally  operates  at  high  altitudes 
and  many  of  the  tactical  maneuvers  com- 
mon at  those  fighting  levels  will  per- 
force be  eliminated  in  the  comparatively 
low  altitude  work  required  at  the  Racee. 
However,  his  Squadron  will  be  able  to 
demonstrate  most  of  the  squadron  forma- 
tions and  many  tactical  maneuvers  common, 
to  Pursuit  flying  in  war  exercises. 

Under  the  plan  announced  by  the  Com- 
manding General  of  the  GHQ'Air  Force, 
Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  the  27th 
Squadron  will  arrive  at  Cleveland  on 
Friday,  Septeniber-'2nd,  make  a practice 
flight  on  that  date  and  fly  for  thirty 
minutes  on  the  afternoons  of  Saturda-yj 
Sunday  and  Monday  (Labor  Day) , returning 
to  its  home. ; station  early  Tuesday,  Sep-- 
tember  6 th. 

— oOo— 

NEW  COMMANDER  AERIYES  AT  TRAINING  CENTER 

Brigadier  General  Barton- K.  Yount,  Air 
Corps,  assimaed  command  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center,  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
on  August  5,  1938.  General  and  Mrs. Yount 
arrived  in  San  Antonio  from  the  West 


Coast  the  day  previous.  Colonel  Frank 
D.  Lackland,  Commandant,  of  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  met 
them  at  the  railroad  depot  in  San  a- 
Antonio,  and  the 'officers  of  Randolph 
Field  met  them  on  their  arrival  at  that 
station.  ■ 

Prior -to  Ms  present  duty,  as  Command- 
ing General  of  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  General  Yount  commanded  the 
18th  Wing  in  the  Hawaiian  Department.' 
-.—oOo-— 

PERMANENT  COMMISSION  FOR  LIEUT.  KAUFFMAN 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  announced  the" appoint- 
ment of  2nd  Lieut.  Donald  Harry  Kauffman, 
Air  Reserve,  as  a second  lieutenant  in 
the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  with  rank 
from  July  1,  1938,  and  his  assignment  to 
duty  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.I, , the  station 
to  which  he  was  transferred  as  .a  Reserve 
officer  in  June,  1938,  from  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich. 

Lieut.  Kauffman  was  born  at  Carlisle, 
Pa,,  May  30,  1915.  He  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers  College 
■in  1936.  A.ppolnted  -a  Flying  Cadet  in. 
the  Air  Corps,  he  graduated  from,  the 
Primary  Flying  School.,  Randolph  Field, 
and  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly, 
field,  and  on  June.  SO,-  1937,  he  was 
given  the  rating  .of  “Airplane  Pilot,** 
commiseioned  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
A-ir  Reserve,  and  assigned  to  active  duty 
with  the  First.  Pursuit,  Group  at  Self- 
ridge Field,  Mt,  Clemens,  Mich. 

Several  weeks  following  his  arrival  af 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , Lieut,  Kauffman 
suffered  a leg  fracture  as  the  result  of 
an  emergency  parachute  jun^ , and  he 
spent  some  time  in  the  Selfridge,  Field 
hospital  and  later  at  the  Walter  Reed 
General  Hospital,  Washington,  D. C,‘ 

— -dOo— 

PERSOMEL  NOTES. 

Three,  second  lieutenants  of  the  Air 
Corps  have  been  designated  as  students  to 
pursue  the  Photographic  course  'at  the 
Denver  Branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,-.  Lowry  Field,  . Denver , .Colo.,  re- 
porting not  later  than  August  '28th  for 
duty.  They  are  Waymon-d  A.  Davis  and. 
;Wallace;  E.  Nau, ' from  March  Field,  Calif. , 
and  Francis  L,  Rivard,  from  Mitchel  .u 
Field,  N.I. 

Captain  Harold  G,  Peterson  was  trans- 
ferred from  Chanute  Field,  - 111.  , .to 
Scott  Field,  111.,  for  duty  'with  the 
15th  Observation.  Squadron.. 

First  Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Starratt,  Air  ■ 
Corps,  was  transferred  to  the  Cavalry 
effective  September  1,  1938,  and  tra.nB- 
ferred- from  Lowry  Field,  6blo,,  to  the 
Cavalry  School,  Fort -Riley,  Kans, , for 
du'oy  as  student  in  the  ' 1938-39  course. 
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HAHMON  EFFICIENCY  GIROPHY  TO  79TH  PUESUIT 

The  79th  Pursuit  Squadron,  20th  Pur- 
suit Group,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Barksdale 
Field|  La. , having  attained  the  highest 
efficiency  standard  of  any  comhat  squad- 
ron in  the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
during  the  Fiscal  Year  1937-1938,  will 
he  presented  the  Harmon  Efficiency  Tro- 
phy in  the  near  future. 

This  Trophy  was  given  to  Colonel 
Millard  F.  Ifermon,  on  October  2,  1936,  hy 
the  business  men  of  Shreveport,  La. , as 
a present  and  token  of  their  friendship 
for  him. 

Colonel  Harmon  in  turn  presented  the 
Trophy  to  the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
with  the  provision  that  it  be  given  to 
the  combat  squadron  of  that  wing  attain- 
i^  the  highest  efficiency  standard  each 
Fiscal  Year. 

The  computation  for  the  determination 
of  the  winning  squadron  in  the  award  of 
the  Harmon  Efficiency  Trophy  is  accom- 
plished each  July  for  the  training  year 
ending  June  30th,  Competition  for  the 
Trophy  is  confined  to  the  combat  squad- 
rons of  the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force, 
only. 

"The  following  factors  are  given  equal 
value  in  determining  the  total  score  of 
each  squadron: 

Maintenance  of  airplanes; 

Conduct  of  Training  Regulations 
440-40; 

'Com;pletion  of  War  Department  (GHQ) 
Training  Directive; 

Maintenance  of  Barracks  and  Grounds; 

Appearance  of  personnel; 

Airplane  accidents; 

Forced  landings; 

Efficiency  of  Airplane  Maintenance; 

Venereal  Rate,  and 

Court-Martial  rate. 

The  following  is  the  standing  of  the 
combat  squadrons  of  the  20th  Pursuit 
Group,  GHQ  Air  Force,  in  the  competition 
for  the  Harmon  Efficiency  Trophy  in  the 
Third  Wing;  , 

Fi seal  Year  1937-38 

1.  79th  Pursuit  Squadron 

2.  55th  Pursuit  Squadron 

3.  77th  Pursuit  Squadron  ' 

The  79th  Pursuit  Squadron  deserves  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  bringing  their 
efficiency  standing  from  sixth  to  first 
place  during  the  Fiscal  Year  1937-1938. 
oOo 

The  gunnery  practice  at  Galveston, 
Texas,  cf  the  77th  Pursuit  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Barksdale  Field,  La. , has 
again  been  completed,  with  scores  so  far 
above  the  average  as  to  cause  the  Air 
Corps  News  Letter  Correspondent  to  add  ^ 
that:  *’Any  prospective  enemy  would  do 
well  to  think  twice  before  getting  in 
range  of  these  experts.” 

— -oOo— 


PERSONNEL  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  AIR  RACES 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  News 
Letter  is  an  article  concerning  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
from  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , in  the 
National  Air  Races  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
September  3rd  to  5th,  next. 

Advice  just  received  from  the  Selfridge 
Field  Correspondent  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  following  personnel  will  par- 
ticipate in  these  Races: 

Major  Willis  R.  Taylor, 

Captain  Robert  S.  Israel,  Jr., 

Ist  Lieuts.  Allan  T.  Bennett,  Murray 
C.  Woodbury,  Winslow  G.  Morse, 

2nd  Lieuts.  James  0,  Guthrie,  John  S. 
Chennault,  Thomas  J,  Barrett,  Howard  B. 
Nichols,  Arthur  R.  Kingham,  Joseph  F.B. 
Parker,  Charles  E,  Grogan,  Dale  D. 
Brannon,  William  J.  Feallock,  II,  Ralph 
S.  Garman,  Neil  E.  Kearby,  Harold  E. 
Kofahl,  Theodore  S.  Proxmire,  Clinton 
C.  Wasem  and  James  R,  Watt. 

The  enlisted  men  are; 

Master  Sergeant  Frank  0..  Wadsworth, 
Technical  Sergeant  George  Callaghan, 
Staff  Sergeants  Earl  f.  Graham' and 
Fdrid-'M,'  SWin^y, 

Sergeants  Fred  J.  Mathews,  Floyd  W. 
White,  Walter  Shultz, 

GoriJorals  Edward  E.  Winning,  Leewood 
Hall,  James  A.  Felling,  Clarence  E. 

Aborn, 

Privates  1st  Class  Herbert  F,  Gondne, 
Chester  J.  Jasinowshi,  Frank  B.  Double, 
Archibald  W.G.  MacBeth, 

Privates  Theodore  J.  Schoolcraft, 
Thaddeus  C.  Strong,  John  I,  Ciesla,Jchn 
A.  Ziemba  and  Roy  E.  Neal, 

oOo — 

55TH  PURSUIT  CELEBRATES  ORGAi^IZATION  DA.Y 

The  55th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Barksdale 
Field,  La, , recently  celebrated  Organi- 
sation Day  with  a picnic  at  Clear  Lake 
on  the  Barksdale  Field  reservation.  It 
was  a day  of  pleasure  for  all  concerned. 
The  refreshments  provided  the  gastric 
delights,  and  a prolonged  session  of 
Bingo  kept  the  ladies  amused  while  the 
officers  and  enlisted  men  enjoyed  a ”Tug 
of  War.”  There  were  cries  of  "foul  play” 
when  Major  Armin  F.  Herold,  Air  Corps, 
back  stop  for  the  officers, seeing 
defeat  staring  him  in  the  eye,  wrapped 
the  end  of  the  rope  around  a tree.  The 
enlisted  men  pulled  so  hard  that  they 
not  only  won  the  tug,  but  succeeded  in 
leaving  a scar  on  the  tree  trunk  in 
memory  of  the  festive  occasion. 

— .-oOo- — 

The  77th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Barksdale 
Field,  La.,  recently  had  a change  of 
commanding  officers,  Major  Mila  N. Clark 
being  relieved  from  his  duties  as  Squad- 
ton  Commander  and  assigned  as  Base  Adju- 
tant, Captain  Orrin  L.  Grover  was  as- 
signed to  duty  as  Commander  of  the  77th. 
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MID  AIR  COLLISION  FATAL  TO  TWO  CADETS 

Flying  Cadets  Edward  DeLaney  Willard, 
of  Modesto,  Calif.,  and  Robert  Ren^ifer 
If/hitehouse,  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  both 
students  in  the  Pursuit  Section  of  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  were  killed  in  the  mid-air 
collision  of  their  BT-8  airplanes,  which 
occurred  at  about  10:00  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  August  15th,  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  Dilley,  Texas. 

Both  students,  with  their  instructor, 
2nd  Lieut.  John  F.  Guilmartin,  were  fly- 
ing in  a three-plane  formation  which  had 
been  performing” a routine  training  mis- 
sion prior  to  the  accident.  Following 
the  collision,  Willard’s  plane  crashed 
from  its  cruising  altitude  of  1500  feet, 
while  Whitehouse  regained  control  of 
his  plane  and  climbed  to  an  altitude  of 
approximately  3500  feet,  where  he 
"bailed  out." 

For  some  unexplainable  reason,  Cadet 
Whitehouse’ s parachute  was  not  opened 
and,  since  inspection  of  the  ’chute  af- 
ter the  accident,  failed  to  reveal  any 
defect,  it  is  the  belief  that  the  pilot 
was  struck  bj^’  some  part  of  the  airplane 
as  he  jumped. 

Cadet  Willard  was  born  on  March  18, 
1916,  at  Modesto,  Calif.,  where  he  re- 
sided when  he  was  appointed  a Flying 
Cadet.  His  father  and  mother,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G-.H.  iHllard,  are  also  residents 
of  Modesto.  Cadet  Willard  graduated 
from  Modesto  Junior  College  in  1937,  at 
that  time  receiving  his  certificate  as 
an  Associate  of  arts. 

Cadet  Whitehouse  was  born  on  February 
16,  1917,  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  was  a 
resident  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  when  he 
received  his  appointment  as  a Flying 
Cadet.  He  attended  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity from  1935  to  1937.  He  is  survived 
by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace 
VJhitehouse,  of  Evanston. 

Both  Flying  Cadets  had  reported  on 
July  1st  for  the  advanced  flying  course 
at  Kelly  Field,  after  completing  the 
primary  course  at  Randolph  Field. 

The  entire  Air  Corps  extends  its  most 
sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  and 
friends  of  these  two  very  promising  young 
pilots,  who  died  in  the  service  of  their 
country. 

oOo — - 

On  August  17th,  the  San  Ahtonio  Air 
Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  enjoyed  a 
brief  visit  from  Major  General  Frank  M. 
Andrews,  Commanding  General  of  the  GHQ 
Air  Force;  Brigadier  General  G. C.  Mar- 
shall, Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  War 
Department;  Lieut.  Colonel  S.L,  Naiden. 
and  Lieut.  Williams,  of  Langley  Field. 
These  officers  were  visiting  Air  Corps 
stations,  flying  in  a C-32  transport, 
and  were  returning  to  the  East  from  the 
West  Coast. 


VISITING  AIRCRAFT  CREW  AT  MXWL  FIELD 

In  a recent  issue  of  the  News  Letter 
it  was  stated  that  during  the  calendar 
year  1937,  the  Visiting  Ship  Hangar 
Crew  at  Bolling  Field,  D. C.,  established 
what  they  consider  should  be  a record 
for  the  handling  of  visiting  aircraft, 
in  that  a total  of  3,985  transient  air- 
planes were  serviced  without  accident 
to  aircraft  or  injury  to  personnel. 

With  reference  to  the  above,  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  from  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala, , submitted  the  follow- 
ing; 

"With  an  Emergency  Crew  of  seventeen 
men,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sta- 
tion Engineering  Officer  and  under  the 
immediate  direction,  of  Lieut.  Dyke  F. 
Meyer  and  Staff  Sergeant  S.K,  li*ost. 
Maxwell  Field  hung  up  a new  record  in 
servicing  visiting  aircraft  during  the 
fiscal  year  of  1938.  ®ie  total  number 
of  ships  serviced  during  this  period 
was  3,440.  Of  this  number  2,753  were 
Army  planes  of  all  types.  Navy  visit- 
ors numbered  687. 

Visitors  included  all  ranks  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  General  Oscar 
Westover,  to  second  lieutenants  fresh 
from  Kelly  Field. 

Numerous  appreciative  comments  were 
made  in  praise  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Etaergency  Crew.  With  the  1938  record 
behind  them,  the  Emergency  Crew  of  this 
station,  bids  welcome  to  all  visiting 
aircraft  during  the  next  fiscal  year." 
— oOo 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES  IN  GHQ  AIR  FORCE 

Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  relieves  Colonel 
Vfalter  H.  Frank  (Air  Corps) , General 
Staff  Corps,  now  on  duty  at  General 
Headquarters  Air  Force,  Langley  Field, 
Va. , from  detail  as  a member  of  the 
General  Staff  Corps  and  from  assignment 
to  the  General  Staff  with  troops,  to 
take  effect  August  31,  1938. 

Colonel  Walter  G.  Kilner  (Air  Corps) , 
General  Staff  Corps,  now  on  duty  at  Gen- 
eral Headquarters  Air  Force,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , is  assigned  to  duty  as  chief 
of  staff,  General  Headquarters  Air 
Force,  to  take  effect  September  1,1938. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Rrancis  M.  Bra^,  Air 
Corps,  - now  on  duty  at  Langley  Field, 

Va. , is  detailed  as  a member  of  the 
General  Staff  Corps  and  assigned  to  the 
General  Staff  with  troops,  to  take  ef- 
fect September  1,  1938,  and  will  report 
to  the  commanding  general,  General  Head- 
quarters Air  Force,  Langley  Field,  Va, , 
for  duty  accordingly. 

— -oOo- — 
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WHY  DO  THEY  CALL  THEM  "SOLDIER  BOYS"? 

By  the  Selfridge  Eield  Correspondent 

The  expression  "Soldier  Boys"  is 
troublesome,  not  only  to  the  present  day 
soldier,  hut  the  term  continually  re- 
quires an  explanation  to  the  layman.  The 
writer  rememhers  this  term  vras  ueed  ex**- 
tensively  during  the  World  War.  Popular 
song  writers  may  have  wished  this  on  us 
in  order  to  make  their  ditties  come  out 
even.  How  as  we  §row  mellow  with  years, 
the  term  seems  quite  gratifying.  Anyway, 
the  career,  record  and  usual  hobhy  of 
Staff  Sergeant  Elhert  Dossett,  94th  Pur- 
suit Squadron,  let  Pursuit  Croup,  Self- 
ridge  Eield,  Mich. , may  help  to  clear 
this  dogma. 

The  Sergeant  was  horn  on  March  29, 

IPOl,  at  Ridgeway,  111.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Air  Corps  and  was  appointed  Staff 
Sergeant  during  his  first  enlistment.  Ho 
(?ne  can  say  that  he  is  not  the  last  word 
in  con^etency.  With  these  facts  before 
us  he  is  conclusive  procf  to  exemplify 
the  title  "Soldier  Boys."  He  rightly 
deserves  same.  Perhaps,  in  a way,  hold- 
ing the  grade  of  Staff  for  1?  years  has 
been  of  great  service  to  him  and  justi- 
fies him  to  he  chief  contender  for  the 
above  title  under  discussion.  How  the 
problem  before  his  many  friends  is,  will 
"there  now  be  a change  in  his  actions, 
will  they  lose  the  companionship  they 
have  so  long  enjoyed?  Will  he,  by  his 
own  very  actions,  eliminate  himself  from 
being  the  one  living  exanqple  of  the 
answer  to  this  question? 

Hot  long  ago,  the  Sergeant  returned 
from  furlough.  There  was  a gleam  in  his 
eyes  when  he  mentioned  he  had  brought  a 
widow  back  with  him,  a black  one  at 
that.  Many  were  nonplussed  as  they 

fathered  around.  Then  he  proceeded  to 
ring  forth  a small  box.  It  was  finally 
opened  amidst  ahs  and  other  barrack  room 
espressions.  It  was  found  that  the  Ser- 
geant had  brought  back  a Black  Widow 
Spider,  the  most  dangerous  of  the  spe- 
cies. The  one  thing  foremost  in  all 
minds  was  the  fact  that  the  black  spider 
always  devours  her  mate.  He  has  no 
reason  to  be  jealous  of  his  new  pet.  She 
is  left  to  her  own  devices  and  is  never 
bothered  in  her  little  home.  She  has,, 
however,  proven  loyal  and  has  in  a way 
become  a benefactor  to  the  Squadron  by 
doing  away  with  all  other  spiders  in  the 
barracks.  The  boys  in  turn  show  her 
their  appreciation  by  seeing  that  she  is 
well  supplied  with  flies  for  her  daily 
rations. 

Several  months  have  passed,  and  the 
widow  continues  to  thrive  and  seems  con- 
tent with  her  present  surroundings. 

Will  the  Sergeant  be  advanced  in  grade 
before  she  devours  him  or  vice  ver^? 
Will  the  two  continue  along  in  their 
present  happy  existence?  If  so,  the  Ist 
Par  suit  Group  will  again  gain  recogni- 
tion by  being  able  to  tell  the  world 


that  one  of  their  members  is  the  living 
answer  to  the  title  "Soldier  Boys. " 

— oOo- — 

SQUADRON  CONTINUALLY  ON  THE  MOVE 

Headquarters  Plight  Section  was  re- 
cently again  on  the  move.  Monday,  August 
8th,  was  moving  day  for  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit 
Group,  GHQ  Air  Force,  Selfridge  Field, 
Mich.  This  time  it  was  from  the  hangar 
of  the  27th  Pursuit  Squadron  to  the  one 
occupied  by  the  94th  Pursuit  Squadron. 

_ The  move  was  made  to  make  room  for  the 
airplanes  assigned  to  the  27th  Pi^suit 
Squadron,  which  it  is  ej^ected  will  take 
part  in  the  Fort  Bragg  maneuvers. 

In  the  past.  Headquarters  Squadron  has 
occupied  at  some  time  or  other  all  four 
hangars  at  Selfridge  Field.  This  m^es 
the  second  time  they  have  resided  with 
the  94th.  "It  looks  as  if  we  have 
started  our  second  cycle  of  moving,  al- 
though not  in  the  same  order,"  says  the 
News  Letter  Correspondent,  and  he  then 
adds:  "The  personnel  of  the  flight  sec- 
tion are  becoming  very  efficient  at 
moving.  This  last  transfer  was  made  in 
what  we  believe  to  be  record  time  - two 
hours  flat.  Operations  and  engineering, 
as  well  as  flying,  were  hardly  inter- 
rupted. We  are  a little  short  of  room, 
due  to  engine  changes  being  made  by  the 
94th,  but  in  another  month  we  should 
have  the  entire  west  half  to  ourselves. 
The  office,  stock  room  and  radio  are  lo- 
cated in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
hangar.  In  the  past,  the  operations  and 
engineering  clerk  was  given  a corner  in 
the  room  used  by  the  other  squadron  for 
their  office.  This  has  proven  unsatis- 
factory for  all  concerned|  so  the  new 
plan  we  are  trying  cf  having  the  office 
out  in  the  hangar  is  being  experimented 
with.  So  far  it  has  proven  a sound 
idea. 

No  trouble  was  experienced  during  the 
moving  with  the  exception  of  one  load 
beiiig  dumped  from  the  trailer.  The 
clerks  were  moving  their  office  equip- 
ment with  a tug,  and  after  successfully 
reaching  their  destination  the  entire 
load  fell  off  the  trailer.  Things  were 
in  a pretty  mess,  though  nothing  was 
broken. 

Where  to  next?  Gossip  has  it  that  we 
are  headed  for  the  tractor  shed  - maybce 
so.  Should  this  be  true,  we  will  try 
and  make  even  better  time  in  moving  and 
will  undoubtedly  transform  these  sheds 
into  a first  class  hangar.  ‘Just  a ' 
little  home  to  call  our  own. • " 

00  d 

Major  Orlo  H.  Quinn,  Air  Corps,  having 
been  found  by  an  Army  retiring  board  in- 
capacitated for  active  service  on  ac- 
1 count  of  disability  incident  thereto,  is 
I retired  from  active  service,  effective 
^August  31,  1938. 
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THE  FIGHTING  AIRPLANE 


In  an  article  in  the  September -October 
issue  of  AWI  ORDNANCE,  Ivlr.  Horace  J. 
Alter,  an  aeronautical  engineer  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. , states  that  the  fighting 
airplane  may  be  considered  the  opening 
weapon  of  offensive  tactics,  due  to  its 
mobility  and  striking  power  at  long 
ranges,  since  it  can  reach  far  beyond 
the  frontiers  and  invade  deeper  into 
hostile  territory  in  a few  hours  than 
a^  other  branch  of  the  Army,  and  that 
with  the  varibm'  types  •qf,  bombs'  it 
•sCapa^e  oi  eafacydsg  in  phs  ^^iit  can 
bring  the  effects  of  war  to  any  portion 
of  the  theatre  of  war  into  which  it  has 
penetrated. 

Contending  that  the  fighting  airplane 
will  be  the  main  defensive  weapon  in  the 
air,  its  mission  being  to  engage  the 
bomber,  the  author  asserts  that,  in  or- 
der to  compete  with  present  bombers,  de- 
fending airplanes  must  possess  superior 
armament,  speed,  and  perhaps  climb  and 
maneuverability.  He  believes  that  air 
combats  are  much  more  probable  between 
bomber  and  fighter;  that  escorts  for  a 
bombardment  squadron  on  long  missions 
are  inprobable,  due  to  insufficient  fuel 
loads  of  Pursuit  planes  of  the  two-place 
type  and,  as  far  as  single-seaters  are 
concerned,  they  cannot  defend  the  rear 
and  must  abandon  support  of  a bombard- 
ment formation  when  attacked  by  hostile 
airplanes;  further,  that  the  modern  bom- 
bers in  formation  are  well  suited  to 
repel  a pursuit  attack  by  concentration 
and  volume  of  fire  and,  therefore,  have 
little  need  of  an  escort. 

Other  handicaps  confronting  Pursuit 
are  enumerated,  viz: 

The  speed  of  the  Bombardment  plane  ap- 
proaches that  of  a Pursuit  plane,  thus 
aggravating  the  difficulty  of  intercep- 
tion by  the  latter; 

The  all-metal  construction  of  the  Bom- 
bardment plane  makes  it  more  difficult 
to  destroy,  since  its  structure  is  such 
that  it  can  be  pierced  with  machine  guii 
bullets  without  weakening  it; 

The  use  of  the  automatic  pilot  and  im- 
proved instrument  flying  equipment  al- 
lows the  Bombardment  plane  to  carry  out 
missions  under  conditions  considered  im- 
possible during  the  World  War; 

The  Pursuit  or  fighter  pilot  attacking 
a modern  Bombardment  plane  has  to  cope 
with  higher  speeds  and  altitude,  more 
efficient  airplanes  and  formations, 
heavier  armament  and  a multiplicity  of 
gun  angles  in  order  to  avoid  the  fire  of 
bomber  gunners. 

Referring  to  the  defense  fighter  plane 
used  against  Bombers  which,  it  is  point- 
ed out,  would  not  be  the  single-seater, 
or  the  slightly  larger  two-seater,  but  a 
mighty,  high  speed,  heavily  armed  ship, 
Mr,  Alter  says  that  if  this  defense 
plane  can  intercept  the  Bomber  before  it 
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has  reached  its  objective  or  can  in5)ede 
its  progress  by  diverting  it  or  forcing 
it  to  fight,  the  Bomber  would  be  at  a 
disadvantage,  and  the  defense  would 
then  have  a chance  to  bring  up  reenforc- 
ing planes  and  ground  batteries,  that 

is,  provided  the  defense  fighter  has 
had  previous  warning  of  the  iii5)endin^ 
raid  and  has  had  time  to  gain  sufficient 
altitude  to  dive  and  overhaul  the  Bom- 
ber, otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  to. 
prevent  the  raid.  Since  closing  in  on 
the  Bombardment  plane  during  bombing 
operations  v/ould*  be  hazardous  and  a 
serious  hindrance  to  antiaircraft  ground 
operations,  the  only  choice  left  to  the 
defense  fighter  would  be  to  attack  the 
Bomber  returning  from  its 

Further  along  in  his  article,  Mr. 

Alter  enters  into  a discussion  of  air- 
cooled versus  liquid-cooled  engines.  He 
states  that  the  necessity  of  high  speed 
indicates  the  use  of  motors  of  high 
horsepower  and  low  power  loading,  since 
these  factors  have  a marked  effect  on 
take-off,  climb  and  speed  at  altitude  - 
all  of  which  are  of  utmost  importance 
to  the  military  airplane.  He  points  out 
that, while  in  the  United  States  the  air- 
cooled radial  engine  has  predominated 
and  the  development  of  the  in-line 
liquid-cooled  engine  has  all  but  ceased, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  for  equal 
horsepower  the  in-line  engine  has  less 
drag  than  the  radial.  In  tests  run  at 
the  California  Institute  of  Technology, 
it  was  shown  that  there  is  a 21  percent 
increase  in  speed  with  an  18  percent  de- 
crease in  power  if  an  in-line  engine  of 
1,000  horsepower  is  used  instead  of  a 
55-inch  diameter  single-row  radial  en- 
gine developing  1250  brake  horsepower. 

As  the  diameter  of  the  radial  engine 
increases,  more  of  the  horsepower  is 
used  in  overcoming  the-  resistance  of  the 
engine  itself,  until  a point  is  reached 
at  which  no  matter  how  many _ engines  are 
added  no  increase  of  speed  is  obtainable 

Efficient  and  even  cooling  of  the 
radial  engine  at  high  altitude  has  be- 
come more  and  more  difficult  with ^higher 
horsepovirers  and  may  necessitate  richer 
mixture  .ratios  with  the  same  power  out- 
put as  is  obtained  at  sea  level,  thus 
reducing  the  fuel  economy. 

In  taking  the  stand  for  the  liquid- 
cooled  engine,  Mr,  Alter  asserts  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
horsepower  limit  has  been  reached  with 

it,  but  that,  in  fact,  tests  seem  to  in- 
dicate more  efficient  performance  with 
it  than  with  the  radial  in  the  high- 
powered  engines.  The  liquid-cooled  en- 
gine equipped  with  the  turbo-type  super- 
charger can  hold  sea-level  power,  with- 
out loss  up  to  an  altitude  of  40,000 
feet,  while  the  radial  engine  with  the 
centrifugal-type  supercharger  suffers  a 
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fifteen  percent  loss  at  the  same  alti- 
tude. Mechanically,  the  exhaust-gas 
turho-hlower  is  far  superior  to  the  gear 
driven  t^e,  and  when  starting  at  slow 
speeds  the  former  does  not  produce  any 
appreciable  pressure  and  therefore  is 
not  a load  upon  the  engine.  It  also 
permits  the  free  passage  of  the  exhaust 

fases.  On  the  other  hand,  the  centri- 
ugal  type  is  always  a load  upon  the 
engine,  as  the  power  required  to  turn  it 
is  practically  constant,  even  if  the  air 
is  not  being  compressed. 

More  economical  performance  through 
use  of  higher  coinpression  ratios  may  be 
readily  achieved  with  the  liquid-cooled 
than  with  the  air-cooled  engine,  since 
it  is  accompanied  by  higher  specific 
heats.  With  leaner  fuel  mixture  and 
lower  full  throttle  specific  fuel  con- 
sumption, the  liquid-cooled  engine 
should  prove  of  great  tactical  value  to 
the  military  airplane  in  maintaining  an 
air  patrol  and  in  providing  long  range. 
Discussing  the  prospects  of  the  Diesel 
engine  which,  like  the  liquid-cooled  en- 
gine, presents  a field  that  has  been  as 
yet  undeveloped,  Mr.  Alter,  after  point- 
ing out  that  the  greater  weight  of  the 
Diesel  engine  may  be  offset  by  the  sav- 
ing in  fuel  consumption,  cites  various 
factors  in  its  favor,  such  as; 

As  break  mean  effective  pressure  in- 
creases end  more  rugged  construction  is 
necessary,  the  weights  of  the  Diesel  and 
gasoline  engines  will  tend  to  become 
more  nearly  equal. 

In  climbing  from  sea  level  to  10,000 
feet,  the  Diesel  will  increase  its  revo- 
lutions, thus  increasing  its  power  out- 
put; hence  its  power  curve  does  not  drop 
off  as  rapidly  with  altitude  as  does 
that  of  the  gasoline  engine,  due  to  its 
higher  conpression  ratio. 

Under  normal  combustion  conditions  in 
the  Diesel  cylinder,  an  oversupply  of 
air  and  oxygen  usually  is  sustained  in 
ratio  to  the  amount  of  fuel  used,  and 
the  revolutions  per  minute  decrease  less 
rapidly  than  in  a gasoline  engine  at  al- 
titudes above  10,000  feet. 

The  performance  of  a two-strokei  scav- 
enging, supercharged  Diesel  engine,  be- 
sides giving  smoother  operation  and  more 
power  strokes  per  revolution,  has  a re- 
markable economical  fuel  consumption, 
which  is  an  inportant  advantage. 

The  Diesel  does  not  interfere  with 
radio  apparatus  and  offers  little  chance 
of  interference  with  the  ignition  system 
by  means  of  rays,  radio,  or  other  such 
possibilities  of  future  wars. 

The  Diesel  offers  reduced  fire  hazard  - 
an  especially  favorable  feature  for  the 
military  airplane  which  may  be  attacked 
with  incendiary  bullets. 

In  airplanes  weighing  between  16,000 
and  20,000  poxmds,  two  Diesel  engines  of 
between  1100  and  1500  horsepower  each 
would  be  necessary,  and  for  best  perform- 
ance such  motors  should  have  opposite  ro- 
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tation  to  counteract  the  high  torque, 
Oppositely  rotating  motors  have  not  been 
adopted  in  this  country,  but  h^been 
favored  abroad,  and  in  France  motors  of 
opposite  rotation  are  conpulsory  for  bi- 
mo  tor  ed  ships. 

Mr,  Alter  claims  that  with  the  in-line 
liquid-cooled  engine,  or  opposed,  narrow 
Diesel  engines,  it  no  longer  should  be 
necessary  to  place  the  propeller  in 
front  of  the  wing.  He  states  that  tests 
conducted  at  the  M.A. C.A.  Laboratories 
indicate  that  a pusher  propeller,  driven 
by  an  engine  inclosed  in  the  wing,  lias  a 
higher  propulsive  efficiency  than  a trac- 
tor propeller  driven  in  the  same  manner. 

Discussing  aircraft  armament,  Mr. 

Alter  points  out  that  the  high  speed  of 
present  airplanes  places  special  signifi- 
cance upon  long  range  and  destructive 
effect  of  the  gun.  Size,  placement  and 
mobility  are  the  important  factors  and 
not  the  total  number  of  guns.  The  ma- 
chine guns  as  used  at  present  can  do 
little  damage  to  bombers  and  cannot  be 
e:^ected  to  force  the  fight.  The  adop- 
tion of  shell-firing  cannon  and  explo- 
sive shell  seems  indicated.  The  esq^lo- 
sive  shell  dees  away  with  the  need  of 
accurate  sighting  and  timing,  since  a 
direct  hit  is  not  necessary  to  cause 
damage.  Large  cannon  can  be  placed  in 
bimotored,  multiplace  combat  airplanes 
without  seriously  affecting  the  perform- 
ance of  the  planes.  These  guns  can  be 
mounted  to  produce  a high  concentration 
of  fire  in  all  sectors. 

Touching  on  the  essential  part  of  any 
airplane,  the  crew,  the  author  finds 
further  justification  for  his  advocacy 
of  the  raultiplace  combat  plane  in  the 
fact  that  there  is  not  sufficient  per- 
sonnel in  a single  or  dual-place  fighter 
to  carry  on  sustained  combat.  With  the 
multiplace  combat  plane  casualties  to 
personnel  do  not  decrease  its  effective- 
ness materially.  In  the  Pursuit  plane 
the  pilot  has  to  maneuver  his  plane  and 
tend  to  his  guns  at  the  same  time,  and 
he  has  a limited  field  of  fire.  If  he 
is  wounded,  either  seriously  or  fatally, 
the  airplane  is  effectively  out  of  com- 
bat or  a menace  to  both  sides. 

His  arguments  in  favor  of  the  multi - 
place  combat  plane  are  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  It  is  capable  of  sustained  fig'^tng 
at  all  times  and  under  varied  condi- 
tions. 

2.  It  is  heavily  armed  and  can  carry 
large-bore  weapons  without  serious  ef- 
fect upon  structure  or  performance. 

3.  It  has  a heavy  concentration  of 
fire. 

4.  It  is  capable  of  fighting  at  high 
altitudes  without  undue  strain,  or  great 
discomfort  to  its  personnel. 

5.  It  has  adequate  personnel  and  can 
be  effective  even  when  casualties 


occur. 


- — oOo— 
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88TII  SqUAIEON  111  FIRST  WING  EXERCISES 

The  88th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Hamilton  Field,  Calif,,  parti- 
cipated in  the  First  Wing,  G.H.q.  Air 
Force,  Exercises  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
diiring  the  month  of  Angust.  The  Squad- 
ron was  attached  to  Wing  Headquarters,  j 
based  at  Qray  Field,  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.  j 
Nine  officers,  thirty  enlisted  men  and  | 
four  B-18  airplanes  were  taken.  The  men  j 
were  quartered  in  tents,  and  the  officersj 
had  a separate  C.M.  T.C.  building  to  them-j 
selves.  I 

The  Squadron  participated  in  two  long  j 
formation. flights  around  the  Northwest  j 
area,  a separate  bombing  mission  over  I 
the  ocean  off  Cape  Flattery,  and  fur-  ! 
nished  airplanes  for  display  on  visitors’! 
day.  The  squadron  also  ferried  line  j 

branch  officers  from  Pearson  Field  to  1 
Gray  Field,  so  that  they  could  witness  a i 
bombing  demonstration  conducted  by  the 
1st  Wing  at  Fort  Lewis. 

Other  points  of  interest  included  a 
trip  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  several 
squadron  officers  and  enlisted  men  visit- 
ed the  Boeing  factory.  The  new  clipper 
ship  was  seen  in  all  stages  of  construc- 
tion, from  beginning  to  completion,  and 
the  mock-up  of  the  stratosphere  ship  was 
also  inspected. 

A reception  and  dance  at  the  Fort 
Lewis  Officers’  Club  ?/as  given  for 
General  Andrews  and  officers  of  the 
First  Wing. 

- — oOo- — 

A FIRM  BELIEVER  IN  ADEQUATE  PREPAREDNESS 

Further  referring  to  the  participation 
of  the  88th  Reconnaissance  Sauadron  in 
the  First  Wing  Exercises  in  ^e  Pacific 
Northwest,  the  Hamilton  Field  Oorrespon.- 
dent  declares  that  the  above  Squadron 
boasts  of  the  most  completely  equipped 
officer  on  the  maneuvers.  'WEiile  most  of 
the  officers  took  along  an  extra  pair  of 
pants  and  shirt,  one  officer  of  the  83th 
included  much  more. 

An  inventory  was  taken,  and  it  Y/as 
found  that  this  officer  not  only  had  the 
necessary  extra  clothing,  etc.,  but  also 
the  following  items: 


Kleenex 
Shewing  gum 
Paper,  bathroom 
Paper,  writing 
Album,  stamp 
Album,  family 
Reading  lamp 
Night  lamp 


First  aid  kit, 
(complete) 

Candy  kisses 
Circular  slide  rule 
Large  protractor 
Small  protractor 
Gloves 

S-4  crying  towel 


( 


Ty/o  extension  cords  Large  pocket  knife 


Thermos  bottle 


SmeHl  pocket  knife 


The  News  Letter  Correspondent  submits 
this  list  only  as  a matter  of  interest, 
and  esqpresses  the  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  included' in  the  prescribed  officers’ 
field  equipment. 

Athletics  and-  exercises  during  the 
maneuvers  v/ere  taken  care  of  through 
bowling  and  organized  softball  between 
officers  and  enlisted  men. 

oOo — - 

PERSONITSL  NOTES 

Orders  assigning  Major  Harold  Y/.  Beato: 
to  duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , upon  the 
completion  of  his  tour  of  far.pign  ser- 
vice, were  amended  so  as  to  assign  him 
to  Barksdale  Field,  La. 


Five-tube  radio 
Static  eliminator 
Camera  outfit 
(less  tripod) 
Brief  case 
Extension  courses 
Corn  plasters 
S.timulaht 
(medicinal) 
Mentholatum 
Listerine 
Aspirin 
Cathartic 
Anti  cathartic 
Vicks  drops 
Cough  drops 
(2  varieties) 


"Rain  in  the  Doorway" 
by  Thorne  Smith. 
7-cell  flashlight 
Playing  cards 
Buttons 

Needle  and  thread 
Nurses’  thermometer 
Mirror 

Athletic  clothes 
plus  baseball  cap 
Bed  heating  pad 
Bathrobe 
Slippers 
Electric  razor 
Safety  razor 
Civilian  cap 
Toothpicks 


Master  Sergeant  Ruben  St.  John,  Air 
Corps,  stationed  at  Mitchel  Field,  N'.Y. , 
was  appointed  Yferrant  Officer,  U. S. 

Army,  effective  September  1,  1938,  and 
assigned  to  the  Air  Corps.  He  will  re- 
main on  duty  at  Mitchel  Field, 

Major  A.G,  Hamilton,  formerly  station- 
ed at  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  arrived  at 
Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  on 
August  19th  to  assume  command  of  the 
First  Observation  Squadron. 

Second  Lieut.  Roy  Ossin  Ralston, _ Air 
Reserve,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  Y/as  8.s signed 
to  extended  active  duty  at  Patterson 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio,  to  September  5, 

1941.  ^ 

oOo- — 

1ST  OBSERVATION  SQUADRON  IN  MANEUVERS 

A motor  convoy  with  all  except  a hand- 
ful of  men  of  the  1st  Observation  Squad- 
ron, Air  Corps,  left  Marshall  Field, 

For'b  Riley,  Kansas,  on  August  24th,  on  a 
four-day  trek  to  Camp  McCoy,  Wisconsin, 
to  participate  in  maneuvers  of  the  14th 
Brigade  (Reenforced)  during  the  period 
from  August  28th  to  September  10th. 

Eight  airplanes  were  scheduled  to  leave 
Marshall  Field  for  the  maneuver  area  on 
August  28th. 

oOo- — 

Second  Lieut.  G.H.  Snyder  ferried  an 
autogiro  from  Patterson  Field,  Ohio,  to 
Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  on  August  23rd.  The 


Giro  is  to  be  utilized  for  test  and  ex- 
periment by  the  Cavalry  Board  to  develop 
the  tactics  and  technique  of  its  use  in 
cooperation  with  Cavalry. 
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A MOTOR  TRIP  DOW  THE  OLD  MISSISSIPPI 


Two  Air  Corps  officers,  Lieut.  Colonel 
Gerald  E,  Brower  and  Captain  Hugo  P. 

Rush,  recently  returned  from  a rather 
unusual  vacation.  Utilizing  a 16-foot 
open  motor  hoat,  they  spent  28  days  on 
the  water  and  traveled  from  Pittsburgh, 

Pa. , down  the  Ohio  River  and  then  down 
the  Mississippi  River  to  New  Orleans, _ 

La.  Prom  the  Crescent  City  they  contin- 
ued along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Air 
Corps  aerial  gunnery  base  at  Valparaiso, 
Pla. , which  is  used  mostly  b;^  the  Air 
Corps  personnel  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , 
and  which  also  serves  as  a vacation  re- 
sort. 

The  entire  trip  involved  a total  dis- 
tance of  about  2200  miles.  Captain 
Rush,  owner  of  the  boat,  and  Colonel 
Brower  ate,  slept  and  lived  on  it  during 
the  entire  trip.  No  difficulties  worthy 
of  mention  were  encountered  on  the 
journey,  TOiat  seemed  to  interest  most 
of  the  people  they  met  along  the  way  was 
the  5 horsepower  air-cooled  engine  with 
which  the  boat  is  equipped.  iSe  air- 
cooled engine  is  a rather  recent  innova- 
tion and  has  many  adveintages  over  water- 
cooled  engine Sj  especially  in  waters 
with  a large  silt  content  and  in  salt 
water.  The  motor  never  missed  a lick. 

There  was  only  one  day  of  rain  during 
the  entire  trip,  and  this  seemed  rather 
unusual  since  the  officers  heard  over 
the  radio  and  read  in  the  newspapers  of 
bad  weather  prevailing  all  over  the 
country  during  that  particular  period. 

There  was  only  one  day  when  they  did  not 
travel,  and  on  that  occasion  they  were 
held  up  at  New  Orleans  on  account  of 
hurricane  warnings.  They  spent  that  day 
with  Mr.  Higgins,  of  the  Higgins  Boat 
Company,  and  investigated  the  possibili- 
ty §f  utilizing  his  specially  designed 
boats  as  airplane  rescue  craft. 

Possibly  the  most  outstanding  feature 
of  the  trip  was  that, while  the  vacation- 
ists knew  "they  were  in  the  center  of 
what  is  supposed  to  be  an  inhabited  and 
civilized  country,  there  were  very  few 
ia^eatiions  to  substantiate  that  fact. 

The  impression  they  had  all  along,  es- 
pecially while  they  were  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, was  that  they  were  almost  entire- 
ly cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  world, 
except  when  they  neared  the  big  cities, 
and  there  were  no  indications  of  human 
beings  living  anywhere  along  either 
shore.  For  the  most  part,  difficulty 
was  e^erienced  in  obtaining  food  and 
gasoline. 

Due  to  the  seemingly  desolate  charac- 
ter of  the  country  through  which  they 
traveled,  and  the  almost  conplete  ab- 
sence of  houses  or  shacks  along  the 
river  banks,  except  when  the  vicinity  of 
the  large  cities  was  reached,  the  offi- 
cers expected  the  trip  to  prove  very 
monotonous  or  boresome  during  the  great- 
er part  of  it,  but  actually  they  were 
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I kept  busy  all  the  time.  The  trip  proved 
such  a complete  change  from  the  ordinary 
routine  of  life  that  it  turned  out  to  be 
a really  fine  vacation.  Captain  Rush 
grew  a luxuriant  beard,  and  both  he  and 
Colonel  Brower  could  well  have  been  mis- 
taken for  negroes  by  the  time  the  trip 
was  completed.  Certain  it'  is  that  they 
absorbed  plenty  of  sunshine. 

A most  unusual  and  une^ected  inci- 
dent cropped  up  on  the  Mississippi  River 
just  above  the  Red  River,  when  they  met 
F.G.  Tinker,  the  American  airman  who  saw 
action  in  the  civil  war  in  Spain  and  who 
wrote  the  very  interesting  story  in  the 
•’Saturday  Evening  Post"  under  the  title 
"Some  Still  Live."  Tinker  was  on  his 
way  down  into  the  Evangeline  country  and 
was  paddling  a canoe.  It  was  quite  a 
coincidence  meeting  him  on  the  river, 
and  the  fact  that  here  were  three  avia- 
tors meeting  in  the  middle  of  a river 
in  small  boats  struck  ttiemas  being  quite 
unusual.  Thby  drifted  along  together  for 
a couple  of  hours  and  talked  over  avia- 
tion matters. 

The  meeting  with  Tinker  marked  one  of 
only  two  other  pleasure  boats  that  were 
met  during  the  whole  trip.  Apparently 
very  few  people  make  that  sort  of  a 
trip  on  the  river.  It  was  thought  that 
considerable  travel  on  the  river  would 
be  in  evidence,  but  it  was  learned  that, 
outside  of  a few  excursion  boats  at  the 
larger  cities,  there  is  no  passenger 
traffic  on  it  whatever  - quite  in  con- 
trast to  the  old  d^s  on  the  Mississippi 
as  pictured  so  vividly  by  the  famous 
novelist,  Mark  Twain,  trips  of 

these  excursion  boats  seem  to  be  limited 
to  ten  miles  or  less  from  the  big  cities, 
and  even  these  trips  are  few  and  far 
between.  Only  one  packet  was  running  on 
schedule.  The  last  packet  was  met  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  the  unloading  of 
it  proved  to  be  quite  an  interesting 
sight.  The  officers  visited  with  the 
crew  of  this  boat. 

It  was  learned  that  conmercial  traf- 
fic on  the  Mississippi  had  increased 
somewhat,  and  that  most  of  this  increase 
is  attributed  to  government  subsidies. 

A number  of  the  old  stern  wheelers  were 
observed,  also  some  new  and  fast  screw- 
propelled  boats,  pushing  up  and  down  the 
river  strings  of  barges  usually  loaded 
with  oil  or  gasoline. 

The  complete  lack  of  activity  on  the 
river  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  fears 
of  flood.  Other  factors  are  the  vast 
inprovements  affected  in  automobile, bus 
and  rail  transportation.  Still  another 
factor  is  the  presence  of  many  floating 
logs,  making  it  compulsory  for  pilots 
of  water  craft  to  be  particularly  vigil- 
ant and  to  exercise  considerable  concen- 
tration on  'the  job  so  as  to  dodge  them 
and  avert  disaster. 

On  the  Ohio  River,  between  Pittsburgh 
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and  Cairo,  111.,  there  are  nearly  fifty 
locks.  Colonel  Brower  and  Captain  Rush 
passed  throii^h  only  atouf  twenty  of  them 
and  passed  over  the  remainder  on  the 
crest  of  a flood  which  prevailed  at  that 
time.  This  permitted  them  to  go  over 
the  various  dams. 

It  was  noticed  that  Array  engineers  are 
performing  a great  job  in  connection 
with  flood  control  along,  the  river.  Cut- 
offs have  heen  effected  at  many  of  the 
bends  in  the  river,  and  work  is  proceed- 
ing at  a constant  pace  on  the  channel 
and  on  the  banks, 

■ — oOo- — 

PURCHASE  OP  AIR  CORPS  EOUIPMPRT 

Under  date  of  August  29th,  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Honorable  Louis 
Johnson,  announced  the  following  awards: 

To  the  Sperry  Gyroscope  Company,  Inc., 
of  Brooklyn,  Hew  York,  a contract  for 
Various  flight  instruments  in  the  amount 
of  $376,600. 

To  the  Kollsman  Instrument  Company, 
Elnhurst,  Hew  York,  a contract  in  the 
amount  of  $135,850.  for  various  flight 
instruments. 

These  flight  instruments  are  to  be  in- 
stalled on  new  adrcraft  being  procured, 
and  to  replace  obsolete  flight  instru-  ■ 
ments  on  older  aircraft. 

oOo 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  WORK  BY  1ST  OBS.  SQUADROH 


U.S.  WAR  BALLOOHISTS  TO  MEET  IH 
COHVEHTIOH  AT  LOS  Al^GELES.  ^ 

Veterans  of  the  World  War  who  served 
v/ith  the  Lighter-than-Air  Division  of 
the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  are 
scheduled  to  concentrate  at  Los  Angeles, 
California,  for  their  annual  conclave, 
September  18th  to  21st,  next. 

In  the  latest  issue  of  "HAUL  DOWH  AHD 
EASE  OPP, " the  official  publication  of 
The  national  Association  of  American 
Balloon  Corps  Veterans,  it  is  stated 
that  to  Sandbaggers  the  1938  American 
Legion  national  Convention  is  but  a 
"side  show"  con5)ared  with  the  "BIG  TOP" 
attraction  of  the  Balloon  Veterans,  ■ as 
planned  by  the  Los  Angeles  Bed  Ho,  4, 
and  its  reunion  committee. 

The  sessions  of  the  convention  will 
be  held  at  the  Clark  Hotel. 

In  the  official  publication,  above _ 
referred  to,  numerous  terras  are  applied 
to  the  men  who  served  in  the  Balloon 
Section  during  the  war,  such  as 
"Sandbaggers,"  "Balloonnaires, " "Rope- 
Pullers,"  and  what  have  you. 

oOo—  ^ j 

Major  General  Oscar  We stover.  Chief  : 

of  the  Air  Corps,  was  the  guest  of  honor  i 
at  the  first  Port  Omaha  Reunion  Banquet 
of  the  U.S.  War  Balloonists,  which  was  i 

held  recently  in  Omaha,  Hebraska.  : 

oOo (j 

TEST'  OP  PILOTS'  SUH  GOGGLES 


The  photography  has  just  been  complet- 
ed for  a controlled  mosaic  embracing 


3500  square  miles,  being  made  by  the  1st 
Observation  Squadron,  stationed  at  Mar- 
shall Pield,  Port  Riley,  Kansas,  for  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School  at  Port 
Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

During  the  month  of  August,  a strip 
was  made  covering  1,000  square  miles" of 
the  flooded  Missouri  River.  The  photo- 
graphs will  be  used  by  U.  S.  Engineers 
in  preparing  flood-control  projects  and 
in  settling  cla,ims  for  flood  d^age. 

oOo— — 


CAPTAIH  H0HA1\'  GOES  TO  WRIGHT  PIELD 


Captain  John  J.  Honan,  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  General's  Department,  U.S. Army, 
is  relieved  from  assignment  and  duty  in 


Ten  pairs  of  pilots'  sun  glasses,  con- 
forming to  Havy  Aeronautical  Specifica- 
tion Ho.  M-346,  have  been  obtained  by 
the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Pield,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  comparative  service  test  with 
the  Air  Corps  Type  D-1  anti-glare 
goggles,  conforming  to  Air  Corps  ..Speci- 
fication Hd.  3064  and  Air  Corps  Drawing 
34B4023. 

Plight  tests  under  a wide  range  of 
atmospheric  conditions mre  to  be  con- 
ducted at  five  Air  Corps  stations. 
Questionnaires  have  been  forwarded  to 
tiiese  five  stations  which  are  to  be 
accon^lished  and  forwarded  to  the 
Materiel  Division  by  September  1,  1938. 
oOo 


The  4th  Annual  Convention  of  the 


the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,]  Western  Safety  Conference,  which  com- 


Washington,  D. C.,  effective  October  17, 
1938,  and  is  then  assigned  to  the  Air 
Corps  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  Pield, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  Captain  Honan  is  also 
detailed  for  duty  with  the  Organized 
Reserves  of  the  Pifth  Corps  Area. 

— oOO'^ 


prises  eleven  western  States,,  will  be 
held  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. , September 
12  to  16,  1938,  Invitations  have  been 
issued  to  those  in  the  aviation. industry 
in  the  western  part  of  the  United  States 
to  attend  and  participate,  in  the  ses- 
sions and  discussions  of'  this-  conference 
which,  it  is  stated,  will  be  of  genuine 
importance  to  every  division  of  Western 
Aviation.  Such  recommendations  as  the 
j Conference  may  make  will  serve  as  a 
guide  to  the  Governors  and  Legislatures 
in  formulating  any  legislation  pertain- 
1 ing  to  aviation. 
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mn  AIR  CORPS  WINS  COLLIER  TROPHI  EOURTH  TIlCS 


Announcement  was  made  on  September 
15th  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Horner,  President 
of  theNational  Aeronautic  Association, 
that  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  been  awarded 
the  Collier  Trophy,  aviation’ s higliest 
honor.  Successful  accompli sliment  in 
high  flying  by  the  pressure  cabin  method 
won  for  the  Air  Corps  this  coveted  11*0- 
phy.  This  accomplishment  paves  the  way 
for  day  by  day  so  called  stratosphere 
flying,  by  both  military  and  transport 
airplanes,  and  it  was  selected  from  a 
field  of  35  aeronautical  achievements 
during  the  year  1937  as  most  outstanding. 
An  awards  committee  of  nine  prominent 
flyers  and  engineers,  named  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  National  Aeronautic  Asso- 
ciation, acted  to  decide  the  1937  award. 

By  the  Army  pressure  cabin  method, 
passengers,  pilots  and  crew  can  fly  in 
ease  and  comfort  at  all  altitudes.  By 
supercharging  of  the  air  within  the 
cabin,  normal  atmosphere  conditions  are 
mintained.  Although  tried  many  times 
in  the  past,  the  Ariqy’s  pressure  cabin 
development  is  the  first  which  has 
thorOT^hly  demonstrated  its  safety  and 
practicability.  Ihis  was  done  in  ex- 
haustive tests  extending  over  many  hund- 
reds of  hours  and  many  thousands  of 
miles,  thus  qualifying  this  research  for 
designation  under  the  terms  of  the 
Collier  Trophy  Award  as  "The  greatest 
achievement  in  aviation  whose  value  has 
been  demonstrated  in  actual  use  during 
the  previous  year," 

The  citation  accompanying  the  award 
reads: 

"To  the  United  States  Arn^r  Air  Corps 
for  having  designed,  constructed  and 
completely  equipped  the  XC-35  Sub-Strat- 
o^here  plane,  the  first  pressure  cabin 
airplane  to  be  flown  successfully  any- 
where in  the  world. " 

Pour  other  important  aeronautical 
achievements  during  the  year  1937  were 
given  honorable  mention  by  the  National 
Aeronautic  Association  in  announcing  the 
award.  These  were:  The  Boeing  Aircraft 
Company’ s con^jletion  and  demonstration 
Of  the  huge  four-engine  flying  fortress- 
es, known  by  the  Air  Corps  designation 
B-17  and  XB-15;  the  successful  develop- 
ment by  the  Buffalo  Propeller  Division 
of  the  Curtiss-Wright  Corporation  of  the 
full  feathering  automatic  control  pitch 


propeller;  the  test  piloting  research 
in  high  altitude  flying  done  by  D.W. 
Tomlinson,  of  Transcontinental  and 
Western  Air;  and  operating  and  mainten- 
ance methods  and  equipment  developed  by 
j^erican  Airlines  which  helped  this  air- 
line to  complete  the  flying  of 
133,074,318  passenger  miles  without 
fatal  accident. 

Major  Carl  P.  Greene,  Captain  Alfred 
H.  Johnson  and  Dr.  John  E.  Younger  were 
cited  as  Air  Corps  principals  in  the  re- 
search and  development  work  which  re-^ 
suited  in  the  award.  Major  Greene  ini- 
i tiated  the  project  and  was  supervising 
1 officer.  Captain  Johnson  acted  as  test 
pilot  and  assisted  in  the  engineering. 
Dr,  John  Younger  was  responsible  for  the 
technical  aspect.  In  addition,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Oliver  P.  Echols,  of  the 
Materiel  Division  of  the  Air  Corps  at 
Wright  Pield,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  cited 
as  the  administrative  officer  under 
whose  executive  direction  the  research 
was  carried  on. 

The  National  Aeronautic  Association 
Committee  on  awards  was  as  follov/s: 

I Major  James  H.  Doolittle,  Chairman; 

1 Mr.  E.R.  Stettinius,  Jr. ; Mr.  Leighton 
pLOgers;  Mr.  Edward  P.  Warner;  Mr. 

William  B.  Mayo;  Dr,  George  ¥.  Lewis; 

Mr,  S.  Paul  Johnston;  Mr.  Henry  B. 

Dupont  and  Mr.  T.P.  Wright. 

The  late  Robert  J,  Collier  establishec 
the  Collier  Trophy  in  1911.  By  tradi- 
tion this  award  has  become  the  symbol 
for  the  year’s  outstanding  aeronautical 
achievement.  Previous  winners  include 
Orville  Wright,  Glenn  Curtiss,  Grover 
Loening,  Charles,!.  Lawrance,  Harold 
Pitcairn,  Glenn  L,  Martin  and  Donald 
Douglas.  The  Trophy  has  previously 
been  awarded  to  Arn^r  Air  Corps  personnel 
three  times,  as  follows: 

1924  to  the  U. S.  Army  Air  Service  for 
having  accomplished  the  first  aerial 
flight  around  the  world; 

1926  to  Major  Edward  L.  Hoffman  for 
his  work  in  the  development  of  the  para- 
chute, now  universally  used; 

1934  to  Major  Albert  P.  Hegenberger 
for  his  achievements  in  blind  flying. 

The  last  award  of  the  Collier  Trophy 
for  the  year  1936  was  to  Pan-American 
I Airways  for  the  establishment  of  the 
[ Trans-Pacific  Airlines. 
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ElTCAIvlPMENT  OF  NATIONAL  GUARD  AimiEN 

The  120th  Ohservation  Squadron,  45th 
Division  Aviation,  Colorado  National 
Guard,  vent  into  its  annual _ encainpaent 
at  its  home  "base,  the  Municipal  Airport 
at  Denver,  Colorado,  from  August  1st  to 
15th,  under  nev  leadership.  Major  Er Od- 
er ich  Walker  Bonfils,  who  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Squadron  in  April,  had  his 
organization  trained  to  a fine  degree  of 
efficiency  in  anticipation  of  the  Squad- 
ron’ s participation  in  the  Third  Army 
Maneuvers  at  Cheyenne,  which  were  held 
for  four  days  during  the  closing  week  of 
camp.  Major  Bonfils,  who  in  civil  life 
is  business  manager  of  the  DENVER  POST, 
was  graduated  from  the  U. S.  Military 
Academy  in  1916,  and  he  has  given  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  outside  of 
business  hours  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Squadron. 

"■Qn  July  25th,  Major  R.R.  Brown,  who 
served  as  Regular  Arn^  instructor  of  the 
Squadron  since  November  12,  1936,  was 
transferred  to  Lowry  Eield,  Denver, 

Colo. , and  appointed  Operations  Officer. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Captain  John  K. 
Nissley,  and  he  and  Major  Bonfils  imme- 
diately set  up  an  intensive  training 
program  for  tne  first  week  of  the  en- 
campment. Considerable  time  was  spent 
effecting  efficiency  on  panel  and  radio 
communications,  with  the  result  that  the 
148  hours  of  flying  put  in  by  the  Squad- 
ron at  the  war  maneuvers  in  the  Cheyenne 
Area  received  very  favorable  comment 
from  the  umpires. 

On  the  night  before  the  last  day  of 
the  maneuvers,  arrangements  were  made  to 
"attack"  the  City  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming, 
and  defense  preparations  included  the 
absolute  black-out  of  the  city  and  the 
closing  off  of  the  radio  beams.  Six 
ships  from  the  Squadron  were  assigned 
to  the  attack,  and  from  them  flares  were 
dropped  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Two 
flares  dropped  on  the  State  Capitol  and 
two  landed  in  the  all-important  railroad 
yard,  paralyzing  headquarters  comimnii ca- 
tions and  all  rail  transportation.  'TL.is 
was  accomplished  despite  very  bad  weatho:’ 
conditions.  In  fact,  just  prior  to  the 
zero  hour,  a 500-foot  ceiling  was  report- 
ed. One  of  the  planes,  flown  by  Lieut. 
Robert  Ainsworth,  with  Lieut.  Earley 
Teall  as  his  observer,  while  circling 
for  the  rendezvous,  noticed  a slight 
break  in  the  clouds  and  dove  into  it  for 
one  last  observation.  A violent  rain 
storm  Was  raging,  and  they  were  just  in 
time  to  see  an  important  railroad  bridge 
of  the  Colorado  and  Southern  Railroad 
carried  away  by  the  turbulent  streams  it 
crossed. 

Returning  to  the  Cheyenne  Airport  at 
full  throttle,  the  airmen  reported  the 
washout  just  in  time  to  stop  an  import- 
ant freight  train,  as  it  was"  leaving  the 
freight  yards,  thereby  averting  what 
might  have  been  a major  catastrophe.  Tlie 


railroad  officials  and  the  Governor  of 
the  State  forwarded  appropriate  letters 
of  appreciation  to  the  Squadron  Command- 
er. 

During  the  encampment,  inspection 
visits  were  made  by  Colonel  Clarence  L. 
Tinker,  Officer  in  Charge  of  Air  Corps 
National  Guard  activities  in  the 
National  Guard  Bureau  in  Washington; 
Colonel  Hugh  J.  Knerr,  Air  Officer  of 
the  8th  Corps  Area,  and  Colonel  Edgar  A. 
Myer,  Infantry,  in  charge  of  National 
Guard  activities  of  the  8th  Corps  Area. 
Colonel  Myer,  whose  headquarters  are  at 
Eort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  made  his  in- 
spection in  company  with  Brigadier 
General  W.E.  Gunther,  who  coiunanded  the 
Red  forces  daring  the  maneuvers.  During 
his  visit.  General  Gunther  took  his 
first  airplane  ride  when  Lieut.  Vaughn 
flew  him  on  an  inspection  trip  over  Eort 
Logan , Co  lor  ado . 

On  Wednesday,  July  27th,  the  officers 
of  the  Squadron  and  their  wives  enter- 
tained Major  and  l^s,  R.R.  Brown  in  ap- 
preciation of  Major  Brown’ s untiring  de- 
votion and  work  for  the  Squadron  in  his 
Capacity  as  Regular  Army  instructor. 
Major  Bonfils,  Squadron  Comimnder,  act- 
ed as  toastmaster,  and  other  guests  in- 
cluded Brigadier  General  A.P.  Ardourel, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Colorado  Nation- 
al Guard,  and  Captain  Leo  H.  DaWson,  Air 
Corps,  who  was  on  leave  from  his  home 
station  at  Mitchel  Eield,  New  York. 

Drills  for  the  Squadron  during  the 
winter  season  will  include  two  Sunday 
mornings  and  two  Wednesday  nights  each 
month.  In  addition,  orders  have  been 
posted  that  each  officer  of  the  Squadron 
will  be  required  to  perform  five  hours 
of  assigned  missions  aside  from  the  reg- 
ular drill  period.  Pilots  are  assigned 
several  additional  hours  of  instrument 
flying  each  month,  and  it  is  felt  tliat, 
as  a result,  the  Squa,dron  will  attain 
even  a greater  standard  of  efficiency 
than  it  now  enjoys. 

Officers  of  the  120th  Observation 
Squadron,  and  their  respective  assign- 
ments are  as  follows: 

Major  Erederick  W.  Bonfils,  Commanding 
45th  Division  Aviation. 

Captain  John  K.  Nissley,  Air  Corps, 
Instructor. 

Captain  Harrison  W.  Wellman,  Jr.,  Com- 
manding Elight  "A. " 

Captain  Raymond  M.  Wilson,  Operations 
Officer. 

Captain  Homer  G.  Sweet,  Commanding 
Elight  "B." 

Captain  Stanford  W.  Gregory,  Liaison  Of- 
ficer, Elight  "A. " 

Captain  Henry  S.  Honghton,  Liaison  Offi- 
cer, Elight  "3." 

1st  Lieut.  William  C,  Calhoun,  Command- 
ing Photo  Section. 

1st  Lieut.  Eugene  Cunningham,  Supply 
Officer. 
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SECOND  BOlfflAEDMENT  GROUP  ACTIVITIES 


1st  Lieut.  Baxter  L.  Ireland,  Engineer- 
ing Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Eord  E,  Williams,  Adjutant. 

1st  Lieut.  Howard  M.  Williams,  Assis- 
tant Liaison  Officer,  Plight  "A." 

let  Lieut.  Daniel  P.  Burns,  Personnel 
Adjutant, 

1st  Lieut.  Harley  A.  Teall,  Mess  Offi- 
cer. 

1st  Lieut.  William  B.  Ogle,  Athletic 
Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Manfred  W.  Swink,  Coimiuni- 
cations  Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Schliecker, 

Range  Officer, 

1st  Lieut.  Claude  B.  Thon^json,  Assis- 
tant Coipmunications  Officer. 

1st  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Ainsworth,  Assis- 
tant Engineering  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  L,  Pel  lows,  Armament 
Officer. 

2nd  Lieut,  Harry  B.  Combs,  II,  Assis- 
tant Photo  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Thomas  E,  Halpin,  Assistant 
Supply  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  H,  Stark,  Transporta- 
tion Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Alfred  E.  Bent,  Assistant 
Transportation  Officer. 

_2nd  Lieut.  Stanley  E.  Jamellier,  As- 
sistant_Range  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  Virgil  W,  Vaughn,  Assistant 
Operations  Officer. 

2nd  Lieut.  James  E.  Morris,  Publicity 
Officer. 

_2nd  Lieut.  Trow  E.  Sebree,  Assistant 
Liaison  Officer,  Plight  *'B.  '* 

- By  2na  Lt.  James  B. Morris, 
Colorado  N. G.  Air  Corps. 
oOo— - 

"SUPER  PLYING  FORTRESS  AT  LANGLEY  FIELD" 

The^Arn^'s  "Super  Plying  Fortress," 
technically  known  as  the  B-15,  arrived 
at  Langley  Field,  Va. , on  August  6th.  It 
was  piloted  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Robert 
Olds,  with  Major  E.R.  McReynolds  and 
Captain  R.F.  Travis  as  members  of  the 
crew.  The  addition  of  this  airplane  to 
the  B-17*  s of  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group 
will  make  possible  further  tests  in  long 
ran^e  bombing,  similar  to  those  conduct- 
ed in  the  past'  by  this  Group, 

On  August  11th,  Lieut.  Colonel  Olds 
ilew  the  B-15  to  Miami,  Fla. , to  greet 
^<he  flight  of  B-17*s,  led  by  Major 
^incent  J.  Meloy,  returning  from  Bogota, 
Qoltmbia.  Radio  communication  was  es- 
tablished as  Colonel  Olds  and  the  "Good 
Will"  flyers  converged  on  Miami,  and  the 
Rendezvous  was  made  over  the  city. 


While  taking  delivery  at  Wright  Field 
cf  the  B-15,  Lieut.  Colonel  Olds  tested 
new  P-36  with  opposite  rotation  pro- 
pellers. He  was  deeply  in^jressed  with 
the  successful  torque  counteraction  at 
aigh  diving  and  maneuvering  speeds. 


Cadets  from  the  United  States  Military 
Acaden?y,  Vfest  Point,  New  York,  witnessed 
on  August  17th  a bombing  demonstration 
by  the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  on  Plum 
Tree  Island.  The  future  generals  ob- 
served the  demonstration  from  a dock  at 
Messick,  approximately  one  mile  from  the 
target,  and  were  quite  in^ressed  with 
the  accuracy  of  the  bombardiers  from 
Langley  Field. 


Enlisted  personnel  attending  the  Bom- 
bardiers* School  are  nearing  the  comple- 
tion of  their  coxirse.  Their  improvement 
in  bombing,  as  evidenced  by  their  ac9U- 
racy,  proved  a source  of  much  gratifica- 
tion to  the  Group  Commander. 


The  49th  Bombardment  Squadron  recently 
had  a distinguished  visitor  in  the  per- 
son of  Major  General  George  C.  Marshall, 
from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff, 
Washington,  D. C.,  who  witnessed  bombing 
training  by  the  organization.  General 
Marshall  was  well  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults of  a mission  flown  in  a B-17. 

The  49th  Bombardment  Squadron  now  has 
possession  of  the  XB-15  airplane,  the 
Army's  largest  Bomber,  and  is  at  present 
running  a series  of  tests  with  the  aid 
of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for 
Aeronautics. 


Captain  I.R.  Hazen,  Air  Reserve,  who 
is  the  Senior  Airlines  Inspector  for  the 
U.S.  Government  in  the  Chicago  district, 
was  on  inactive  status  with  the  20th 
Bombardment  Squadron  for  the  period  from 
August  8th  to  20th,  receiving  familiari- 
zation and  tranaitAon  flying  training 
on  four-engine  type  of  aircraft. 


Touching  on  some  of  the  high-lights 
incident  to  the  recent  visit  of  the 
Langley  Field  personnel  to  Bogota, 
Colombia,  the  Correspondent  of  the  49th 
Bombardment  Sq^dron  relates  that  Lieut. 
Freeman  tried  his  Spanish  on  the  cooks 
at  the  place  where  the  flyers  were  quar- 
tered. He  said:  "Today  I am  going  to 
get  scrambled  eggs  instead  of  the  cus- 
tomary fried  eggs."  Into  the  kitchen 
charged  Lieut.  Freeman.  After  about 
five  minutes  of  din  from  the  kitchen, 
he  reported  to  officers  at  the  break- 
fast table  that  "we  are  going  to  have 
scrambled  eggs."  As  soon  as  he  was 
seated,  the  maid  brought  in  a box  of 
matches.  Then,  in  about  five  more  min- 
utes, arrived  the  eggs  - but  fried  as 
usual,  not  scrambled. 

During  the  ball  given  in  the  opera 
house  in  President  Santos*  honor,  one 
of  the  Langley  Field  officers  saw  one 
of  his  friends  in  a box  down  in  the 
seccnd  tier  near  the  President's  box, 
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and  he  headed  in  that  direction.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  the  rear  of  the  box,  he 
started  to  pass  two  soldiers.  Taey 
tried  to  stop  him,  but  not  this  man.  He 
entered,  pushed  his  way  to  the _ front  of 
the  box  and  found  himself  shaking  hands 
with  the  new  President  of  Colombia, 
much  to  his  surprise  and  amazement. ; 

"Sven  we  have  one-eyed  Connollys  in 
the  Group,"  adds  our  Correspondent. ■ 


To  Selfridge  Sield,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich,.t 

WiTIiaia  RT'TIinge'rman^  Jr "Corps*  bi 

Engineers 

John  G.  Eriksen,  Field  Artillery 
Morton  D.  Magoffin,  Infantry 
Charles  W.  .Stark,  Jr. , Infantry 


ADDITIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  AIR  CORPS 


( to 


Because  on  his  previous  trip  to  Soufr 
America  he  had  to  go  to  a police  station 
in  order  to  find  out  where  he  lived, 
Lieut.  "Headset"  Tucker,  Communications 
Officer  of  the  49th  Squadron,  to  guard 
against  a repetition  o^f  such  an  cccur*. 
rence,  wrote  the  address  of  the  resi- 
dence of  the  flji^ers  and  pasted  same  in 
his  hat. 

oOo 


John  R.  Ulricson, 

To  Barksdale  Field, 

Wi'lIiaH'^rTii'pp  s , 

Joseph  A.  Miller, 

Ivan  W.  McElroy,  Field  Artillery 
Charles  A.  Sprague,  Cavalry 
Harry  F.  van  Leuven,  Field  Artillery 
Harold  B.  Wright,  Corps  of  Engineers 


Cavalry 
Shreveport,  La. ; 

Cavalry 

Jr.,  Infantry 


To  the  Hawaiian  Department; 


“inrcHar 


il 


Effective  October  6,  1938,  the  commis- 
sioned strength  of  the  Army  Air  Corps 


will  be  increased  by  61  officers,  all  of 


whom  are  graduates  of  the  U.S.  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  H.Y. , and  are  now 
attending  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying 
School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 

Special  Orders  of  the  War.  Department, 
recently  issued,  announce  the  transfer 
of  these  officers  to  the  Air  Corps  on 
the  above  mentioned  date  and  their  as- 
signment to  the  stations  indicated  for 
duty,  effective  upon  the  completion  of 
their  course  of  flying  training  at  Kelly 
Field.  These  duty  assignments  are  as 
follows: 

To  Langley  freld,  Va, : 

Alan  D.  Clark,'  Coast’  Artillery  Corps 
Harvey  C.  Dorneyj  Cavalry 
Gale  E.  Ellis,  Signal  Corps 
Richard  P.  Klocko,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Robert  F.  Lesser,  Field  Artillery 
John  D.  Stevenson,  Corps  of  Engineers 
To  Hamilton  Field,  Cafrf . : 

Sam  W.  Agee,  JrT7~l'iela  Artillery 
Y^oodrow  W.  Dunlop,  Infantry 
George  L.  Holcomb,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Maurice  A.  Preston,  Cavalry 
Robert  Taylor,  3d,  Coast  Artillery 
Kenneth  S.  Wade',  Signal  Corps 
To  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. 

Johh~F7~WFJefr~TTeTd  Artillery 
Horace  Greeley,  Infantry 
Samuel  C.  Gurney,  Jr. , Cavalry 
Kenneth  0,  Sanborn,  Infantry 
Lav/rence  A.  Spilraan,  Cavalry 
Whiteford  C.  Mauldin,  Signal  Corps 
the  97th  Observation  Squadron) 

To  Marfr  Field,  Riverside,  Calif. ; 

Donald  B.  Brumrael,  Quart’ermaster  Corps 

Jack  N.  Donohew,  Corns  of  Engineers 

Malcolm  Greeii,  Jr.  , Infantry 

Robert  H.  Herman,  Coast  Artillery  Corps 

Gordon  C.  Leland,  Infantry 

Curtis  R.  Low,  Coast  Artillery  Corps 

William  E.  McDonald,  Cavalry  • 

Floyd  J.  Pell,  Cavalry 

Charles  B.  Westover,  Field  Artillery 


To 


R.  Barden,~"’SighaX  Corps 
\Yilliam  J.  Cain,  Jr.,  Infantry 
Render  D.  Denson,  Infantry 
Conrad  K.  Diehl,  Jr.,  Field  Artillery 
Jasper  H.  Durham,  Infaifrry 
Walter  Eckman,  Corps  of  Engineers 
Marshall  R.  Gray,  Infantry 
Richard  H.  Hackford,  Coast  Artillery 
Corps 

Harry  E,  Hammond,  Field  Artillery 
•Tiiomas  A.  Hoi  diman,  Quartermaster 
Corps 

Bruce  K.  Holloway,  Cavalry 
Nils  0.  Ohman,  Corps  cf  Engineers 
Jam.ss  T.  Posey,  Infantry 
Charles  L.  Robbins,  Coast  Artillery 
Corps 

Alvord  Rutherford,  Coast  Artillery 
Cor 
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Richard  W,  Fellows,  Cavalry 
VYilliam  K.  Horrigan,  Field  Artillery 
To  Fort  Levdsv  .Washington; 

WTTDur  H.  Stratton,  Cavalry,  to  the 
91st  Observation  Squadron 
To  Moffett  Field,  Calii,  : 

■Thomas  E.  Powell,  Infantry,  to  the 
82nd  Observation  Squadron 
All  of  the  above-named  officers  are 
second  lieutenants  and  members  of  the 
June  12,  1937,  graduating  class  from  ■, 
the  U.S.  Military  Academy. 

Three  other  officers,  due  to  graduate 
from  Kelfr  Field  in  Octobor,  and  who  are 
transferred  to  the  Air  Corps  on. the  6th 
of  that  month,  are  1st  Lieuts.  Charles 
J.  Bondley,  Jr.,  Coast  Artillery  Corps 
(assigned  to  Langley  Field,  Ya. j ; Jnhn 
T.  Mosby,  Infantry  (assigned  to  the  .16th 
Observation  Squad'^on,  Fort  Bragg,  .H  .C.) 
and  Robert  M.  Lee,  Cavalry  (assigned  to 
the  12th  Observation  Squadron,  Fort 
Knox,  Ky.) 

All  three  of  these  officers  are  West 
Point  graduates,  Lieut.  Bondley  graduat- 
ing June  12,  1934;  Lieut.  Mosby,  June 
12',  1935,  and  Lieut.  Lee,  June  ll,  1931. 

One  other  member  of  the  October  grad- 
uating class  at  Kelly  Field  is  Captain 
John  A.  Tarro,  Air  Corps,  who  already 
holds  the  flying  ratings  of  Airship 
Pilot,  Balloon  Observer  and  Airplane  Ob- 
server, and  who  will  receive  his  fourth 
rating,  that  of  "Airplane  Pilot,"  upon' 
his  graduation.  Captain  Tarro  goes  to 
the  22nd  Obs,  Squadron, Brooks  Field, Tex. 
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THE  OCTOBER,  1938,  CLASS  AT  EAKDCiLPH  FIELD 


Thus  far  a total  of  228  caMid'ates  have  qxaal- 
ified  for  appointment  as  Flying  Cad.ets  and  are 
slated  to  report  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Fly-  • 
ing  School  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  on  October 
10th,  next,  to  begin  training  with  the  October, 
1938,  Class. 

Of  the  above  228  candidates,  16  are  enlisted 
men  of  the  Air  Corps,  8 are  enlisted  men  of 
other  branches  of  the  Regular  Aitsy,  and  the  re- 
maining 204  are  from  civil  life.  Other  stu- 
dents who  will  begin  flying  with  the  October 
Class  are  113  second  lieutenants  of  the  Regular 
Amy  viio  graduated  from  the  U.  S.  Military  Acade- 
my, West  Point,  N.Y, , on  Jme  14,  1938.  The 
names  of  these  officers  were  published  in  the 
August  1,  1938,  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News 
Letter. 

It  will  thus  be  noted  that  so  far  341  stu- 
dents have  been  selected  for  the  October  enter- 
ing class  at  Randolph  Field. 

The  candidates  selected  for  Flying  Cadet  ap- 
pointments are  enmerated  below,  as  follows: 


CIVILIANS 


Roberts,  Donald  Eugene 
Williams,  Arbery  Rudolph 
McKoy,  David  Owen 
Woodward,  John 
Powell,  Lester  S.  , Jr. 
Wilson,  William  Driver 
Campbell,  Charles  Clay 
Caton,  Curtis  Eugene 
Cook,  Earl  Brom 
Bowen,  Ferrell  Lamar 
Fant,  Richard  0. , Jr. 
Campbell,  li&irry  Oates 
Ainsworth,  ViToodrow  L. 
Whitaker,  Andreev  Wesley 
Leidy,  Charles  A. , Jr. 
McAllister,  Eugene  W. 
Nickels,  ClaboTime  Woodrow 
Tedder,  Irby  V. 

Mann,  Lewis  Ray 
Viverette,  Donlyn 
Rains,  Lawrence  Fossitt 
Williams,  James  Rhue 
Bennett,  Donald  K. 

Close,  Winton  Ralph 
Cofield,  Curtis  K. 

Murray,  Samuel  Fenton 
Merritt,  Ralph  L 


Bessemer,  Ala. 
Birmin^am,  Ala. 
Cullman,  Ala. 
Ft.  McClellan,  Ala. 
Gadsden,  Ala. 
Gadsden,  Ala. 
Helena,  Ala. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 
ifontgomery,  Ala. 

Tallassee,  Ala. 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
Cane  Hill,  Ark. 
El  Dorado,  Ark. 
Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Wilson,  Ark. 
Berkeley,  Calif. 
Blythe,  Calif. 
Clovis,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Sacramento,  Calif. 


Bayley,  Harry  Ivfoore,  Jr.  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Reisner,  John  Arthur  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Hall,  Floyd  D.  Boulder,  Colo. 
Barr,  Clifton  Franklin,  Colorado  %rings,  Colo. 
Nowells,  Richard  Wright, Colorado  brings,  Colo. 
Wallace,  Oliver  Ernest  iDenver,  Colo. 
Dittrich,  Robert  Ivan  Bridgeport,  Com. 
Ciccalone,.  Thoimas  James  East  Hartford,  Conn. 
Pratt,  Ogden  Nelson  Hartford,  Com. 
Greco,  Ralph  Louis  Kensington,  Com. 
Wood,-  George  Alexander  Wallingford,  Com. 
Newton,  Preston  Carroll  Washington,  D.C. 
Renshaw,  Claude  D.  Gainesville,  Fla. 
Epperson,  Douglas  H.  Lake  City,  Fla. 
Pickett,  Robert  Edward  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Jones,  Allen,  Jr.  Colvimbus,  Ga. 
ife-rshall,  John  Domld  Savannah,  Ga. 
Poulson,  Paul,  Jr.  Boise,  Idaho 


Champaign,  111. 
Champaign,  111. 
Champaign,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Qiicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
East  St.  LoTois,  111. 
Galesburg,  111. 
Lebanon,  111. 
Ottawa,  111 . 
Palestine,  111. 
Peoria,  111. 
Tamalco,  111. 
Walnut,  111. 
Centerpoint,  Ind. 
Indianapolis , Ind. 
South  Bend,  Ind. 
Cedar  Rapids,  loiva 
Des  Ivtoines,  loviB 
Hornick,  lovje.. 
Iowa  City,  lovra 
Iowa  City,  Iowa 
Le  iVlars,  Iowa 
North  Liberty,  Iowa 
Postville,  loT/a 
West  Bend,  Iowa 
Fredorda,  Kans. 
Topeka,  Kans. 
Mintonville,  Ky. 
Noxama,  Ky. 
Alexandria,  La. 
Shreveport,  La. 
Norway,  Me. 
South  Portland,  Me. 

Easton,  Md. 
Queen  Ame,  Md. 
Amherst,  i^dass. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 

McGrath,  John  Francis,  Jr.  Jamaica  Plain,  IViass. 

Johnson,  Phillip  H.  , Jr.  Milton,  I’/iass. 

Walden,  David  Carroll  Milton,  wlass. 

Metropolsky,  Nicholas  N.  , Jr.  Salem,  ifess. 

Brennan,  Hxaiphrey  Charles  Watertown,  IJlass. 

Fimoran,  John  F.  , Jr.  Worcester,  Ivlass. 

Frederick,  Julian  Ross  Am  Arbor,  tdch. 

Alexander,  Donald  IVlartin  Detroit,  Mch. 

Jensen,  Walter  A.  Birmingham,  Mich. 

Bash,  Robert  Edwin  East  Lansing,  Midi. 

Kaiser,  William  Francis  Flint,  Mich. 

Patterson,  Warren  B.  Houghton,  li^ch, 

Moffat,  William  H.  Leonard,  hdch. 

Stanton,  Robert  L.  St.  Joseph,  Mich. 

I Farrell,  Max  Everett  Cass  Lake,  Ivlim. 

Wall,  Marvin  R.  Minneapolis,  Viirm, 

Johnson,  William  Edward  St.  Paul,  Mim. 

Musselwhite,  William  B.  Jackson,  Miss. 

Barns,  James  Harrison, III  Boonville,  Mo. 

Thornton,  James  Logan  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

McCorkle,  Leon  M.  Salisbu3:y,  Mo. 

Hauk,  Paul  Ignatius  Ifelta,  Mont. 

Larson,  Robert  Sheiman  Thompson  Falls,  Mont. 
Ward,  Warren  Leonard  Aub\xm,  Neh. 

Watkins,  Howard  Elroy  Grant,  Neh. 

Richardson,  John  LaVeme  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Hoffman,  John  Joseph  Omaha,  Neh, 
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Hays , Samuel  Wahl 
Kemp,  Edward  Knowlton 
Robinson,  Charles  Gordon 
■Lee,  James  L. 

Lien,  James  0. 

Scheid,  John  Morrell 
Siddall,  James  Joseph 
Smith,  Wayne  G. 

Sullivan,  Frank  Edward 
Woltanski,  Thaddeus  Lewis 
Beardsley,  Henry  Lindorf 
Lang,  William  H. 

Stevenson,  Roger  Armstrong 
Roberts,  Albert  Jay,  Jr. 
Postlewaite,  Robert  D. 
Whiteiivirst,  Junius  Prentice 
Floyd,  Harold 
Street,  Harold  Mead 
Stevenson,  Steanley  Ray 
Warren,  Clarence  Negley,Jr. 
Swinehart,  Marion  Louis 
Wray,  Robert  St^hen 
Bair,  Robert  Yamell 
Parsley,  Harold  Vincent 
Kempf,  Russell  Elton 
L ef f ingwel 1 , Chari es  Edwin 
Eyres,  William  Gordon 
Myers,  Edward  Payson 
Sonnkalb,  Qaarles  D. 

Ford,  Eugene  Ifetthew 
Crow,  Roger  lkiK.ee 
Pollom,  Lester  Wimer 
Tarter,  Heber  Dana 
Davis,  Eugene 
Winterbottom,  James  M. 

Dew,  William  Edward 
Frost,  Robert  Vernon 
Fairfield,  Loren  Eedford 
Tower,  John  R. 

Moore,  Alvan  Neavitt 
Avery,  Arthur  Chester,  Jr. 
Blakely , Carl  Paxol 
Regan,  Paul  Gerard 


Tuetsch,  Frederic  Theodore 
Neal , Nohert 
Planscen,  John  Louis 
Walmsley,  William  W. 
Manukas , George  N. 

Moss,  Thaver  L. 

Wood,  William  Johnston 
Selhy,  David  Collins 
Wilson,  Keith  S. 

Kappil,  Louis  Charles 
Petrie,  James  G. 

Joiner,  Eugene  Burton 
Mallinson,  Hiram  Poyal 
Hutchinson,  William  ¥. 
MTillen,  Marcus  Alfred 
Bear,  Charles  F. 

Spoers,  Charles  Frederick 
’/^heeler,  Warren  Sanford 
Hellickson,  Dale  E. 
Hoffman,  Frederic  Grant 
Woolery,  Edvra-rd  Payrrond 
Kelley,  Hohert  ifedison 
Pomeroy,  Don  A. 

Hawley,  John  Hohert 
Turner,  Carl  C. 

Parr i sh , J olmny 
Hale,  Samuel  Peck,  Jr. 
Hoffman,  Charles  Calvin 
Banker,  John  J. 

Huhhard,  Edv/ard  Francis 
Berry,  Gleneth  Boyd 
Porter,  Stuart  I\fcss 
Trosper,  Earl  Joseph 
Shovra-lter,  Frank  M. 

Colt,  Freeling  T. 

Shively,  Albert  Elijah 
Miller,  Hohert  Hunter 
Sewell,  Hohert,  Jr. 

Reed,  James  Franklin 
Anderson,  George  Frederick 


Brownell,  William  Shdth.III 
Garragher,  Francis  Dean 
Peckham,  Arthur  E. , Jr. 
Eaddy,  Edvra-rd  Allen 
Vereen,  Lindsey  Hartford 
Boatwright,  Levrellj/n  T.  ,Jr. 
Davidson,  Hohert  Carl 
Bright,  Kyle  Cecil 
McConnell , Landon  Ed^rd 
Davis,  EichciXd  Archer,  Jr. 
Long,  Eugene  M. 

Schenck,  Carman  H. 

McKemie,  Jack  F. 


Newport , R. I . 
Providence,  H.  I. 
Waverly,  E. I. 
Johnsonville,  S. C. 
Little  River,  S.C. 


Ridge  Spring,  S.C. 


Sioux  F,alls,  S.D. 
Afton,  Tenn. 
Bristol,  Tenn. 
%)ringfield,  Tenn. 

Beaunnnt,  Texas 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Hearne,  Texas 


Nendell,  Jack  A.  Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Luna,  Bigham  F.  San  Antonio,  Texas 
Tillspaugh,  Herbert  J. , Jr.  Bridgeland,  Utah 
Olson,  Christian  Garth  Paysoh,  Utah 
Smith,  Charles  John  Rutland,  Vt. 
Peters,  Herbert  W.  Appalachia,  Va. 
Travis,  Frank  H. , Jr.  Lexington,  Va. 
Lackey,  John  Herbert,  Jr.  Norfolk,  Va. 
Shenran,  James  Christian  Newport  News,  Va. 
Venable,  Eugene  Eoane  Koanoke,  Va. 
HdJ?rell,  Eichaxd  0»,  Jt»  South  Boston,  Va# 
McElroy,  Stephen  Davenport  l^perville,  Va. 
Simmons,  Harold  Ernest  Seattle,  Wash. 
Towler,  Harry  H.  , Jr.  Seattle,  Wash. 
Flowers,  Noel  Quentin  Silverdale,  Wash- 
Henry,  Norman  Arthur  Spokane,  Wash. 
McFarland,  Donald  L.  Snokane,  Wash. 
Sanders,  Richard  G.  Yeicima,  Whsh. 


Reno , Nev. 
Rochester,  K.H. 
Belleville,  N.J. 
Montclair,  N.J. 

Trenton,  N.J. 
Westville,  N.J. 
Albug,uerq_ue , N.M. 
^ithony,  N.Ivl. 
Bolivar,  N. Y. 
Elmira,  N.Y,. 
Flushing,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  Rochelle,  N.Y. 
Syracuse , N.  Y. 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 
Hickory,  N. C. 
Medora,  N. D. 
Alliance,  Ohio 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Hamilton,  Ohio 
Lakewood , Ohio 
Toledo,  Ohio 
Altus,  Okla. 
Anadarko , Okla. 
ilrdmore,  Okla. 
Dewey,  Okla. 
Frederick,  Okla. 
Frederick,  Okla. 
Humphreys , Okla. 
Ivfuskogee , Okla..  | 
Ol'ClahoEH.  City,  Okla.  I 
Eeno,  Nevada  | 
Allentotna,  Pa. 
Minisinlc  Hills,  Pa.  | 
Patton,  Pa.  I 
f^dal.  Pa. 
State  College,  Pa. 
Svarthmore,  Pa.. 


Coleman,  Lee  Browning 
LovniB-n,  William  Morris 
Spotts,  Oscar  Francis 
Sutton,  John  Liggett 
Lawson,  James  Stenger 
Milestone,  LeEoy  M. 
Lyle,  Carl  Wentland 
Haab,  Hilary  A. 

Wood,  Franic  Lee,  Jr. 
Miller,  Charles  Heed 
Doyle,  Raymond  Wesley 
iifoore,  Malcolm  A. 


Buckhannon,  W.  Va. 
Buckhannon,  W.  Va. 
Kayser,  W.  Va. 
Mill  Creek  , W.  Va. 
Morgantown,  W.  Va. 
Argyle,  'Wis. 
Eipon,  Wis. 
Laramie,  Wyo. 
Lararde,  Wyo. 
Newcastle,  Wyo. 
Sheridan,  W^yo. 
Kolcs,  Kauai,  T.E. 


enlisted  men,  air  corps 

Palm,  Lorrill  A.  (Pvt.)  Visalia,  Calif. 

6th  Pursuit  Squ^ron.  Schofield  Bks.  , T.K. 
Lynnton,  Keith  Xa,vier  (pvt.)  Miami,  Fla. 

8th  C.A.  Air  Corps  Det.  , Lordsbmg,  N.M. 
Pavel,  William  T.  Bere^fTyn,  111. 

Base  Hqrs.  and  3d  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Sel  fridge  Field,  Mt.  Cl  omens,  ll.dich. 

Shea,  James  Howard  (Pvt.)  Springfield,  111. 
Base  Hqrs.  and  3rd  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Sel fridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 

Russell,  How'ard  W.  (pvt.)  Lebanon,  Ky. 

13th  Obs.  Squadron,  Fort  Knox,  Ky. 

Hendrix,  James  M.  (Pvt.)  Trotwood,  Ohio 

Base  Hqrs.  and  9th  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Moffett  Field,  California. 

Stenglein,  Joseph  A.  ( Co rp. ) Seneca  Falls,  N.Y. 
Base  Hqrs.  and  1st  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Langley  Field,  Va. 

Kidd,  John  Leslie  Bristow,  Okla, 

13th  Attack  Sanadron,  Barksdale  Field,  La. 
Ray,  Clyde  A.  (i^t. ) No’-.vata,  Okla. 

53rd  School  Squadron,  Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Davis,  Clovis  Gleen  (P'^.)  Willow,  Okla. 

12th  Observation  Squadron,  Fort  Sill,  Okla, 
Johnson,  Vernon  Chris  (Pvt.)  Lapine,  Ore. 

Base  Hqrs.  and  4th  Air  Base  Squadron, 

I'larch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif, 

Sioiico,  Henry  P.  (Pvt,)  Lake  Conm,  Pa. 

Hqrs,  and  Hqrs.  Soviadron,  Chanute  Field, 111. 
Ols,  George  Joseph  CPvt.)  Windber,  Pa. 

Base  Hqrs.  and  4th  Air  Base  Squadron, 

Ivlaxch  Field,  Riverside,  Calif, 

Stone,  Rolle  E.  Etowah,  Tenn. 

1st  Depot  Squadron,  France  Field,  C. 2. 
Gustafson,  Herbert  John  (Pvt.)  Seattle,  Wash. 

1st  Weather  Sqd.  Det.  , HarmAton  Field, Calif . 
Herbes,  Edward  Cf'^t.)  Milwaukee,  "''Wis. 

3rd  Air  Base  Sqviadron,  Selfridge  Field,  Micb. 


ENLISr.ED  ra,  OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  SERVICE 


Blakely,  Ga. 


Fort  Ga-ines, 
Schofield 


Ga. 


-s- 


strong,  Tfilliam  Dt^ont 
Private,  Infantry. 

Chitty,  Qiarles  Dean,  Jr. 

Pvt.,  Hqrs.  3rd  Engineers, 

Barracks,  T.H. 

Frizzell,  Tedrow  B.  Brunswick,  Mich. 

Corp.  , Co.  H,  29th  Infantry,  Ft.  Benning,  Ga. 
Thompson,  Joe  C.  Shivers,  Miss. 

Pvt.  Hqrs.  and  Hqrs.  Battery,  2nd  Battalion, 
1st  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 

Ellis,  Herbert  S.  Elizabeth,  N.J. 

Corp. , Hqrs.  Battery,  62nd  Coast  Artillery, 
Fort  Totten,  New  York. 

Matthews,  William  H.  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Corp.  , Headquarters  Battery  and  Combat  Train, 
1st  Bn,  , 62d  Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Totten, 
New  York. 
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Allen,  William  Hubert  Portland,  Ore.  | 

Pvt. , West  Point  Preparatory  School,  I 

Fort  Winfield  Scott,  Calif.  1 

Honda,  Eugene  W.  Kimball,  S.D. 

Hqrs.  Troop,  4th  Cavalry,  Fort  Iifeade,  S.D. 

Additional  Civilians 


Oviatt,  Karl  Eugene 
Doherty,  Joseph  hlichael 
Holm,  Florian 
Burke,  Hi chard  Patrick 
Clinkscales,  Theodore  Hose 


Preston,  Idaho 
Oak  Park,  111. 
Hays,  Kans. 
Newbtiry^ort , Mass. 
Greenville,  S.  C. 


For  the  second  consecutive  tiiae,  Illinois, 
with  a total  of  29  st\idents,  has  taken  the  lead 
in  the  matter  of  State  representation  among  all 
of  the  sttidents  in  a new  entering  class  at  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center.  Other  States  •which 
are  represented  by  five  or  more  students  axes 
Hew  York,  23;  California,  16;  Alabama,  lH&ssa- 
chusetts,  Oklahoma  and  Pennsylvania,  14  each; 
Michigan,  13;  Iowa,  12;  Arkansas  and  Ohio^  11 
each;  Hew  Jersey  and  Virginia,  9 each;  Connec- 
ticu-b,  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Washing-ton,  8 
each;  Kansas  and  Texas,  7 each;  Mississippi,  6; 
Colorado,  Florida,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Louisiana^ 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  West  Virginia  and  Wyoming, 
5 each. 

Keepi^  in  step  with  her  State,  Chicago  leads 
the  cities  represented  in  the  new  class  with 
10  st’udents.  ' Other  cities  represented  by.  three 
or  more  students  are  Little  Hock,  Ark.  , 5;  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  ; Washington,  D.C. ; Hew  York 
City  and  Seattle,  Wash. , 4 each;  Chaopaign, 

111.  and  Detroit,  Mch. , 3 each. 
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progressing.  The  20th  Air  Base  and  the  28th 
Squadron  men  are  now  separated  in  barracks,  and 
uniformity  in  amrangsments  of  bunks,  lockers, 
etc. , is  being  sought. 

The  Clark  Field  organization,  ■ynth  depart-, 
ment  heads,  is  as  follows? 

Major  Guy  L.  McHeil,  Commnding  Officer; 

Captain  J.P.  Kirkendall,  Adjutant; 

1st  Lieut.  Wendell  W.  Bowman,  Operations  and 
Communi cat ions ; 

1st  Lieut.  H'onter  Harris,  Jr.  , Armament  and 
Athletics; 

1st  Lieut.  Gbanley  J.  DoiKJvan,  Utilities  and 
Transportation; 

1st  Lieut.  Leon  R.  Browmfield,  Air  Corps 

^st^Lieut.  David  H.  Motherwell,  Engineering; 

2nd  Lieut,  Paul  E.  Todd,  Supply  and  Mess; 

2nd  Lieut.  Ed-ward  W.  Mascbmeyer,  Air  Reserve, 
aide  to  the  American  High  Cororiissioner  McNutt. 
— -oOo— — 

PEESONHEL  NOTES 

The  following~named  second  lieutenants  of  the 
Air  Reserve  have  heen  placed  on  active  duty  for 
a period  of  t'wo  years  from  October  3,  1938,  and 
assigned  to  station  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas? 

James  Orrin  Beckwith,  ViTaterville,  Me. 

Walter  Leigh  Hawkins,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Hohert  John  Koster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Alvin  John  Henry  Mueller,  Jr.  , Segxiin,  Texas. 

Claud  Alton  O' Quinn,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Frederick  Hayes  Postal,  Chicago,  111. 

Cloyce  Joseph  Tippett,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 


"H^'  RADIO  STATION  AT  SSLFHIDGE  FIELD 

Under  the  simervision  of  the  Base  Communica- 
tions Officer,  Lieut.  R.O.S.  Akre,  Air  Corps, 
an  amateur  ('Ham")  radio  station,  W8EVE,  has 
been  licensed  by  the  Federal  Conmuni cat ions 
Comxiission  and  established  at  Selfridge  Field, 
Mt.  Cleanens,  Mich.,  and  is  being  operated  by 
both  the  Selfridge  Air  Base  and  First  p-ursuit 
Grovp  communications  personnel  who  have  secured 
the  necessary  amatetar  licenses. 

N-umerous  schedid.es  have  been  worked  with 
other  amateurs  throughout  the  United  States 
and  other  parts  of  the  world.  To  date  the  most 
distant  point  ivorked  has  been  Australia.  The 
Ha'waiiaa  Islands  and  Cuba  have  been  worked 
also.  In  fact,  several  messages  from  Hickam 
Field,  Oahu,  T.H. , to  friends  in  the  United 
States  have  heen  delivered. 

— -oOo-- “ 

CHANGES  AT  aAEK  FIELD,  P.I. 


Lieut.  Colonel  Lester  T.  Miller,  Air  Coips, 
has  been  relieved  as  a member  of  the  General 
Staff,  from  assignment  to  the  War  Department 
General  Staff  and  from  further  duty  in  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. , 
and  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps. 


Announcement  ■was  made  in  War  Depar'bment  Spe- 
cial Orders  of  the  temporary  appointment  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  George  H.  Brett,  Air  Coips,  to 
the  grade  of  Colonel,  with  rank  from  June  1, 
1938. 


Upon  the  completion  of  their  present  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department,  the  follo-wing- 
named  Air  Corps  officers  are  assigned  to  sta- 
tions, as  follows? 

Major  Charles  E.  Branshaw  to  the  Rockwell  Air 
Depot,  Coronado,  Calif. 

First  Lieuts.  Samuel  C.  Mitchell  and  Pa\il  E. 
Euestow  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 


There  have  heen  a great  number  of  changes  at 
Clark  Field,  P.I.,  since  the  departure  of  the 
3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  and  the  advent  of  the  28th 
Bombardiers,  and  the  "shaking  down"  process  is 
still  in  progress.  This  is  a nat\jral  result  of 
a conplete  change  in  officer  personnel  and  of 
the  •variance  in  the  req-uirements  of  the  depart- 
ed P-ursuit  Squadron  and  the  incoming  Bombard- 
ment sq-mdron.  Headqiaarters  building  is  being 
repainted,  and  the  painting  of  -walls  and  the 
sanding  of  floors  in  the  b^racks  are  slowly 


iVlajor  James  F.  Powell  has  been  relieved  from 
duty  at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  and  assigned  as  Air 
Corps  Procureirent  Planning  Representative  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 


li&ster  Sergeants  John  Hallam,  Fort  Sill, 

Okla.  , and.  William  A.  Hixson,  of  Base  Headqxiar- 
ters  and  1st  Air  Base  Sqmdron,  QHQ  Air  Force, 
Langley  Field,  Va.  , have  been  placed  on  the 
retired  list  at  their  respective  stations,  ef- 
fective September  30,  1938. 
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23RD  BOMARDMEITT  SqUADRON  ELIES  IRTERESTMG  MISSIOI 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 


On  the  morning  of  August  11th,  approxi- 
mately 35  officers  and  men  of  the  23rd 
Bombardment  Squadron,  stationed  at 
Hicham  Field,  "T.H. , participated  in  one 
of  the  most  interesting  missions  in 
their  experience  since  arriving  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department.  A squadron  flight 


and  Ka.uai  all  passed  beneath  the  wings 
at  the  proper  time.  At  this  time,  to 
inject  still  another  problem  into  the 
mission,  Major  Beaton  in  the  lead  plane 
ga.ve  orders  to  take  up  the  Squadron  for- 
mation for  penetration  of  a bad  weather 
area.  His  orders  called  for  assembly 


to  French  Frigate  Shoals  had  been  sched-  i on  the  lead  plane  after  all  planes  had 
uled  for  some  time,  but  inclement  weather]  descended  safely  tlirougli  the  simulated 
for  the  few  days  just  prior  to  the  flightj  overcast, 
made  take-off  plans  doubtfrxl.  However, 


weather  forecasts  were  favorable  and  the 
morning  of  the  11th  dawned  bright  and 
clear. 

After  a final  check  on  the  weather  re- 
port and  positions  of  surface  vessels 
along  the  route,  five  B-18's  with  combat 
crews,  guns,  and  bombs,  took  off  at  0845 
under  the  command  of  Major  Harold  W. 
Beaton.  At  0925,  the  personnel  in  the 
planes  could  see  Kauai  nestling _ under  a 
heavy  blanket  of  clouds  a few  miles  to 
the  right  of  the  course.  Shortly  there- 
after the  Squadron  flew  directly  over 
little  kno\m  Niihau. 

Flying  along  in  brilliant  sunshine  at 
8,000  feet,  a darker  shadow  than  usual 
was  noticed  under  the  clouds  about  15 
miles  to  the  right.  Continued  observ- 
ance proved  that  this  was  Nihoa,  a tiny 
island  or  rock  rising  from  the  sea,  and 
inliabited  only  by  wild  life.  About  an 
hour  more  of  flying  over  low  clouds 
brought  tiny  Necker  Island  into  view  at 
1105, 

Everyone  began  craning  their  necks 
about  that  time,  as  the  destination  was 
only  a short  ninety  nautical  miles  away. 
Within  half  am  hour  a long  curving  line 
of  breakers  and  white  water  appeared 
dead  ahead.  Tiny  sand  spits  dotted  this 
breaker  line,  and  as  the  Squadron  con- 
tinued its  westerly  course  low  sand 
hills  and  one  or  two  brush  covered  bars 
appeared.  The  largest  of  these  had  a 
tiny  \T,harf  and  a barn  on  it,  the  only 
sign  to  indicate  that  man  had  ever  been 
there  before.  The  Squadron  arrived  over 
the  largest  of,  these  sand  bars  at  1133 
and  spent  about  fifteen  minutes  circling 


After  assembly, _ the  gunners 
were  given  a chance  to  unlimber  their 
machine  guns  and  to  spray  the  blue 
Pacific  with  lead. 

After  approximately  7 hours  in  the 
air,  the  Squadron  landed  at  their  home 
airdrome,  Hickam  Field,  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  had  seen  land  (and 
water)  not  previously  seen  by  Arny  per- 
sonnel from  land  type  airplanes.  The 
mission  constituted  the  longest  over- 
water  mass  flight  of  Array  airplanes 
ever  attempted  in  the  Hawaiian  Depart- 
ment, It  shows  the  defensive  and  of- 
fensive possibilities  of  land  based 
aircraft  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Of  all  the  personnel  making  the 
flight,  the  greatest  credit  should  go 
to  the  navigators  who  hit  their  destina- 
tion and  ETA' s (estimated  time  of  ar- 
rival) right  on  the  nose.  According  to 
their  calculations,  the  Squadron  cover- 
ed the  550  miles  out  at  an  average 
speed  of  204  miles  an  hour.  The  return 
trip  was  made  in  a more  leisurely 
i’“ashion^  with  the  Squadron  participat- 
ing in  various  phases  of  training. 

oOo 

FIELD  TRAINING  FOR  721®  BOMB.  SQUADRON 

The  72nd  Bombardinent  Squadron  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department  recently  conpleted 
an  intensive  two  weeks’  .training  cotarse 
at  Bellov/s  Field  and,  althoiagh  a good 
time  was  had  by  all,  the  Squadron  as  a 
whole  was  glad  to  return  to  its  home 
base . 

Ground  and  aerial  gunnery  was  run  off 
with  dispatch,  and  most  of  the  men  made 
scores  as  good  as  could  be  expected. 


the  area  at  low  altitude.  Birds  seemingly  Bombing  was  another  of  the  training  re- 
countlessand  large  turtles  appeared  to  I auirements  which  was  performed  daily, 
be  the  only  live  things  on  this  tiny  spot!  v/eather  permitting.  There  were  a few 
of  land  in  the  middle  of  the  Pacific. 

After  giving  the  area  the  once  over, 
the  Squcadron  picked  up  a course  for 
Necker  Island,  opened  up  the  forme^tion 
and  performed  individual  bombing  ap- 
proaches on  the  island.  Each  ship  drop- 
ped a practice  bomb  on  this  barren  spot 
and  then  rejoined  the  formation  and 
headed  for  Oahu. 

By  this  time  all  members  of  the  flight 
were  beginning  to  expect  the  few  check 
points  available  to  appear  on  the  hori- 
zon at  the  proper  time,  and  sure  enough, 
thanks  to  the  navigators,  Nilioa,  Niihau, 


rainy  days,  but  m.ost  of  the  time  it  was 
cool  and  comfortable.  The  swimming, 
volley  ball  and  soft  ball  games  which 
were  indulged  in  during  off  duty  hours 
contributed  towards  making  the  stay  at 
the  camp  an  enjoyable  me.  In  fact,  it 
was  only  the  pestiferous  mosquito  what 
in  any  way  marred  an  enjoyable  two  weeks. 

The  News  letter  Correspondent  compli- 
ments Sergeant  Swendrowski  and  his 
kitchen  staff  on  the  excellent  food  whicl 
! was  served  throughout  the  stay  of  the 
I Squadron  at  Bellows  Field. 

! (Continued  on  Page  9 ). 
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CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS  AT  SCOTT  FIELD 


Annoimcement  was  recently  made  "by  the 
Honorable  Harry  H.  Woodring,  Secretary 
of  War,  of  details  of  the  plans  for  the 
expaiision  and  development  of  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111.,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  Headq-oarters  of  the  GHQ  Air 
Force.  Major  General  Frank  M.  Andrews, 
C9mraanding  General  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force, 
will  move  his  headquarters  units  and 
personnel  from  Langley  Field,  Va. , to 
Scott  Field  as  soon  as  the  necessary  new 
construction  can  be  completed.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  Second  Wing  and  various 
units  of  that  wing  will  remain  at  Langlay- 
Field. 

At  Scott  Field  the  headquarters  of  the 
GHQ,  Air  Force  will  be  more  strategically 
located  than  at  present.  The  headquar- 
ters personnel  will  be  within  a few 
hours'  flying  distance  from  all  of  the 
combat  elements  of  the  Air  Corps  in  con- 
tinental United  States.  The  transfer 
will  place  the  command  of  the  GHQ,  Air 
Force  more  nearly  at  the  geographical 
center  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast  as  at  present. 

In  order  to  provide  permanent  accommo- 
dations for  the  units  now  at  Scott  Field 
and  those  to  be  sent  there  with  the  GHQ, 
Air  Force  headquarters,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  rebuild  the  post.  Architectural- 
ly the  new  buildings  will,  in  general, 
conform  to  the  Georgian  designs  used  suc- 
cessfully at  many  other  military  posts. 
Structures  such  as  the  GHQ  and  Post  Head- 
quarters, the  Administration  Building, 
the  barracks  and  the  hospital  will  be  of 
fireproof  construction.  The  hangar  and 
the  industrial  buildings  will  be  of 
steel  frame  construction.  A large  por- 
tion of  the  work  will  consist  of  the 
construction  of  extensive  runways  and 
the  facilities  now  regularly  provided  at 
modern  airfields. 

The  following  new  essential  installa- 
tions will  be  provided: 

Two  barracks  to  provide  for  330  enlist-: 
ed  men. 

_NC0  Quarters  to  provide  for  32  noncom- 
missioned officers. 

Officers*  Quarters  to  provide  for  62 
married  and  10  bachelor  officers. 

^1  GHQ  and  Post  Headquarters  Administra- 
tion Building. 

i Hangar,  250  x 500  feet,  with  shops. 

Quartermaster  utilities,  including 
warehouses,  garages,  gasoline  and  oil 
storage. 

New  runways,  apron,  taxiway s and  night 
lighting. 

1 Hospital. 

1 Fire  and  Guard  House. 

1 Ordnance  Magazine. 

1 Gymnasium  and  Service  Cluh,  including 
a Post  Exchange. 

.Quarters  will  be  provided  at  Scott 
Field  for  the  Commanding  General,  GHQ  Air 
Force,  and  the  various  necessary  staff 


officers  for  the  operation  of  the  GHQ, 
also  the  necessary  administrative  and 
maintenance  personnel  to  permit  effici- 
ent exercise  of  command  by  the  GHQ  Air 
Force  and  to  operate,  maintain  and  sup- 
ply the  aircraft  which  makes  this  the 
most  mobile  Headquarters  in  the  United 
States  Army. 

Other  work  to  be  done  will  include  the 
dismantling  of  the  airship  hangar  now  on 
the  field,  since  it  is  situated. on  the 
landing  field  and  creates  a flying 
hazard;  the  dismantling  of  the  present 
airship  mooring  mast,  also  a flying 
hazard,  and  such  additional  projects  as 
installation  of  a water  tank  and  supply 
lines,  sewage  lines,  electrical  distrib- 
ution system  and  heating  plants. 

The  entire  post  will  be  fenced,  and 
suitable  air  beacons  will  be  erected. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  new  con- 
struction is  $4,857,400. 

Scott  Field  is  now  the  station  of  the 
following  organizations: 

21st  Balloon  Group  Headquarters, 

15th  Observation  Squadron., 

Base  Headquarters  and  7th  Base  Squad- 
ron, 

Detaciiments  of  Ordnance,  Signal  Corps, 
Finance  Department,  Medical  Depart- 
ment, and  Quartermaster  Corps. 

oOo 

AMERICAN  LEGION  CONVENTION  PARADE 

As  a result  of  a further  study  of  Army 
training  activities  that  are  to  he  con- 
ducted during  the  ensuing  month,  in 
which  the  participation  of  the  Air  Corps 
is  essential,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Honorable  Harry  H.  Woodring,  reluctantly 
reached  the  conclusion  that  itwill  be 
necessary  to  reduce  the  participation  of 
the  Air  Corps  in  the  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Parade  at  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  on  September  20,  1938, 
below  that  announced  heretofore. 

It  is  now  contenplated  that  the  units 
participating  will  include  the  First 
Wing,  which  is  stationed  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  Brigadier  General  Delos  C. 

Emmons,  Commanding;  the  Second  Bombard- 
ment Group  from  Langley  Field,  which  is 
equipped  with  twelve  of  the  famous 
"Flying  Fortresses" ; and  the  "Super 
Flying  Fortress"  recently  delivered  to 
the  Army  Air  Corps. 

— — oOo— — 

Field  Training  for  72nd  Bomb . Squadron 

" (Continued'  from  Fag e b ) 

The  moving  of  the  Squadron  to  and  from 
the  field  was  accomplished  with  a mini- 
mum of  delay  and  inconvenience.  Every- 
thing went  off  according  to  schedule, 
and  there  were  no  accidents  of  any 
kind. 
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Notes  from  a West  Point  Cadet's  Diary 


First  Day;  • 

Some  IHT  of  us  took  off  for  Mitc'nel 
this  morning  in  a convoy  of  about  tvirenty 
trucks.  Bunched  ten  to  a truck  in  neck- 
chafing  dress  grey  uniforms,  we  spent 

most  of  the  windy  ride  playing  mathemat-  ^ 

ical  games  and  staring  hack  at  inquisit-  j explanation  of  the  problems  involved 
ive  townspeople.  Breezing  tliro’igh  New  i n-nrtrn-hin.P’  a.  flvin^*  field  efficientlv 
York' s red  traffic  lights  and  out  over 
the  Tri  Bridge  through  the 

World's  Fair  site,  we  reached  the  field 
at  noon.  Immediate  unpacking  and  a hur- 
ried selection  of  hunks  was  followed  hy 
a greatly  enjoyed  dinner  in  the  barracks 
mess.  In  a half-hour  introductory  talk 
hy  Captain  Rodieck  we  discovered,  to  our 
unconcealed  pleasure,  that  we  were  to  he 
treated  as  honored  guests,  and  that  West 
Point  was  miles  away  in  every  sense  of 
the  expression,  Mitchel  Field  took  on 
additional  glamor. 

The  afternoon  found  us  scattered  over 
the  length  and  breadth  of  Long  Island. 

Some  of  the  more  air-minded  couldn' t re- 
sist the  allure  of  their  new  flying 
suits,  and  consequently  Captain  Wilson 
and  Lieut.  Cunninghari  played  aerial 
taxi-driver  throughout  the  afternoon  and 
evening.  For  a few  of  us,  these  were 


; vision,  and  the  feeling  of  great  power 
j at  the  fingertips  v/hen  handling  the  con- 
I trols  make  flying  unlike  anything  else 
I in  the  world. 

i Tile  ground  instruction  consisted  of  a 
tour  of  the  Base  Headquarters  with  an 

in 

operating  a flying  field  efficiently, 
and  an  inspection  of  machine  guns  and 
homo  racks  at  the  hangars. 

After  a long  afternoon  lecture  on 
"Bombs  and  Bombing,'*  about  forty  of  us 
went  over  to  the  Sever shy  Aircraft  Plant 
on  an  inspection  tour.  Since  the  facto- 
ry was  just  closing  for  the  day  when  we 
arrived,  we  h3.d  the  run  of  the  place. 
Supper  was  served  in  sandwich  form  out 
in  front  of  the  factory. 

We  had  an  opportunity  to  do  night  fly- 
ing in  Bombers  this  evening  out  over 
Manliattan,  Coney  Island  and  Jones  Beach. 


the  first  flights  we  had  ever  taken. 
Second  Day: 

A screaming  whistle  turned  us  out  of 
our  cots  at  6;  15  a.m.  After  breakfast,^ 
Colonel  Hanley  extended  us  a cordial  of- 
ficial welcome  in  the  Post  Theatre. 
Lieut.  Tibbetts  tlaen  spoke  amusingly  a.nd 
very  informatively  on  "Safety  and  Para- 
chutes." An  inspection  of  the  various 
types  of  airplanes  assembled  on  the  line 
occupied  the  remainder  of  a highly  in- 
teresting morning. 

Release  from  quarters  followed  a deli- 
cious chicken  dinner.  The  cadets  spent 
the  free  time  until  taps  in  voluntary 
flying,  swimming,  playing  tennis  and 
golf,  and  escorti3:]g  their  visitors  all 
over  the  island. 


Third  Day; 

OuFTTrst  scheduled  flying  day  found 
half  of  us  taking  ground  instruction 
during  the  first  period  and  flyipg  dur- 
ing the  second  - the  other  half,  revers- 
ing the  procedure.  Tlie  Bombers  (B-lO’s 
and  B-18^  s)  made  familiarization  flights 
to  Bri(^eport,  ’West  Point,  MaiiLiat tan, , 

Sandy  Hook,  and  return.  Fading-  in  these  i Sixth  Day; 
big  ships  was  smoother  than  in  a Pullman, 
but  somie  of  the  cadets  lost  their  break- 
fasts(in  paper  bags)  none  the  less.  The 
other  types  of  planes  - primary  and 
basic  trainers,  attack  ships  and  observa- 
tion ships  - flew  locally,  acquainting 
us  with  maneuvers,  a,crobatics 'and  per- 


i Fourth  Day; 

I “~A~sirgHTliaze  cut  down  visibility  this 
j morning.  We  inspected  the  Engineering 
I Laboratory,  dope  shop  and  parachute  de- 
I partment  before  flying.  Assignments 
I changed  today  to  allow  us  to  fly  in  dif- 
I ferent  planes  so  that  everyone  would  get 
■ a flight  in  each  type  of  ship  at  the 
! field. 

! Tlie  altitude  is  beginning  to  get  us  - 
' we  feel  sleepy  every  time  we  get  back 
i on  the  ground  now.  This  was  especially 
i noticeable  during  a long  lecture  on 
: Aerial  Navigation  this  afternoon.  The 
j subject  was  interesting,  but  the 
: straggle  to  keep  awake  proved  somewhat 
' distracting. 

The  cadets  without  engagements  had  the 
evening  brlg'ntened  at  9; 00  p.m.  by  a 
parachute  flare  used  in  a night  landing 
demonstration  vdth  a B-lOB  Bomber. 

Fifth 

A thick,  low-hanging  fog  grounded 
cadets  all  day.  Instruction  was  confin- 
ed to  an  absorbing  lecture  on  "Weather 
and'  Meteorology"  and  an  inspection  tour 
of  the  Photographic  Laboratory,  where 
we  saw  the  huge  cameras  used  in  mapping 
and  tactical  work,  the  developers,  en- 
larger®, printers,  ajid  the  jigsaw  puzzle 
mosaic  work.  The  day  being  free  from 
lunch  -until  taps,  most  of  us  passed  the 
time  very  enjoyably  at  Jones  Beach. 


ceding  lifted  enough  this  morning 
to  permit  one  period  of  flying.  A bomb- 
ing mission  took  some  of  us  out  to 
Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  and  back -in 
B-lOB's,  flying  at  7,000  feet  most  of 
the  way.  A demonstration,  of  the  Link 


Trainer,  a miniature  plane  used  in  blind 
sonal  use  of  the  controls.  The  detached  flying  instruction,  and  instruction  cn  a 
carefree  sensation,  the  augmentation  of  j secret  bomb  sight  trainer  passed  the 
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time  until  lunch.  A short  hut  interest- 
ing lecture  in  Air  Corps  Communication 
Drought  the  day's  work' to  a close. 

We ^inherited  the  Officers*  Cluh  this 
evening  to  enjoy  a dinner  hop,  through 
the  generosity^of  the  officers  of  the 
post,  A hilarious  crowd  of  250  femmes 
and_ Cadets  packed  the  place,  getting 
their  fill  of  fine  food  and.  music. 
Everyone  had  such  a good  time  that  the 
hosts  almost  had  to  push  people  out  the 
door  to  make  them  leave  when  it  iras 
over. 


tend  the  West  Point  Preparatory  School 
which  opened  there  on  September  1st, 
©lose" who  will  thus  conrpete  for  the 
Army  appointments  to  the  Military 
Academy  next  Spring  are  Privates  f.R. 
Taliaferro  and  W,H,  Havre  of  Headquar- 
ters and  Headquarters  Squadron,  Privates 
W.H.  Rancier  and  3,M.  Sergeant  of  the 
Third  Weather  Squadron,  and  Private 
A.M,  Hutchinson,  of  the  63rd  School 
Squadron. 

«.„oOo— 


Seventh  Day; 

“’‘yiW^'cTear  weather  back,  we  had  a full 
schedule  today.  Two  days  on  the  ground 
had  put  us  behind  in  flying  time;  hence 
we  found  our selves  upstairs  mast  of  the 
daji  the  last  cadet  landing  at  5:00  p.m. 
An  innovation  was  '*  slick  bombing"  - we 
flew  out  over  the  Horth  Shore  and  drop- 
ped b^s  of  aluminum  dust  on  the  Sound, 
circling  afterwards  to  let  go  sand-fill- 
ed practice  bombs  by  flights  over  the 
floating  "slick,**  There  was  no  ground 
school  at  all  todaj^. 

Eighth  l^y; 

for  the  last  time,  we  flew 
for  one  period  to  con^lete  the  week’ s 
schedule.  Afterwards  we  packed  to  leave 
and  policed  the  squad  rooms.  Another 
excellent _ meal  topped  off  the  week,  and 
Mitchel  Pleld,  bec^e  something  to  remem- 
ber ^ and  something  to  look  forward  to 
seeing  again  - as  one  of  her  personnel. 

-Richard  deP.  Cleverly 
Clifford  B,  Haughton 
oOo— 

PLYII&  CADETS  MAiCE  NIGHT  FORCED  LANDING 

Flying  Cadets  Walter  S,  Arnold  and 
John  M,  Kncx,  both  students  in  the  Pur- 
suit Section  of  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  had  occasion 
to  give  esdaibitions  of  their  flying  abil- 
ity recently  when  they  had  forced  land- 
ings at  night. 

_ Cadet  Arnold’ e landing  was  near  Bay 
City,  Texas,  where  cross  winds  had  car- 
ried him  while  he  was  engaged  in  an  in- 
dividual night  navigation  mission  to 
Houston,  Texas.  He  managed  to  land  with 
the  aid  of  flares  without  injury  to  him- 
self. The  landing  gear  and  wing  of  his 
a.irplane  were  only  slightly  damaged. 

Cadet  Knox,  also  utilizing  flares, 

JSade  a safe  landing  at.  night  near  Beebe, 
Texas,  where  he  was  forced  down  when  his 
oil  line  broke.  The  airplane  was  damag- 
ed to  the  extent  of  one  battered  wing. 

— oOo— 

lELLY  FIELD  SOLDliRS  AT  PREPAHATOSY 
SCHOOL  FOR  MTHANCE  TO  WIST  POINT. 

^Five  Air  Carps  enlisted  men  from  Kelly 
'Field,  Terns,  have  been  placed  on  te^a- 
rary  duty  at  Camp  Bullis,  Texas,  to  at- 


ANOTHm 'mOPHY  FOR  LlUaT.  DENSFORD 

First  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Densford,  Air 
Corps,  flying  instructor  in  the  Observa- 
tion Section  of  the  Advanced  Flying 
School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  recently 
added  another  trophy  to  his  already 
ler.g^  collection  as  proof  of  his  skill 
with  the  pistol.  During  the  sixth  Mid- 
Smimer  Pistol  Shoot  of  the  Liberty 
Pistol  and  Rifle  Club  of  San  Antonio, 
he  won  the  gradd  aggregate  award  with  a 
total  score  of  1,057  out  of  a possible 
1100.  His  nearest  con5)0titor  scored 
1,036,  In  this  series  of  matches, 

Lieut,  Densford  had  the  distinction  of 
winning  two'  matches,  taking  second 
place  in  one  and,  in  addition,  being  a 
member  of  the  team  winning  first  place 
in  the  entire  shoot, 

„-.-o0o— 

NA¥IG1TI0N  miNING  IN  88TH  SqUADRON 

Lieut.  G. E,  Pierce,  Air  Corps,  Naviga- 
tion Officer  and  Instructor  of  the  88th 
Reconnaissance  Squadron  at  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif. , is  conducting  a dead 
reckoning  navigation  school  for  the  new 
officers  in  the  Squadron.  The  ground 
instruction  began  on  August  15th,  and 
has  been  coi^leted.  The  class  is  now 
in  the  midst  of  flying  the  navigation 
missions  and  is  progressing  rapidly. 

Three  B-18’s  and  one  0A-4C  are  being 
used  for  navigation  missions.  The 
B-18’s  carry  two  student  navigators, 
both  performing  a mission,  on  each 
flight.  Thus,  seven  missions  are  flown 
every,,  day.  The  missions  are  laid  out 
for  out-to-sea  navigation,  unless  the 
ocean  is  covered  by  fog,  in  which  case 
an  alternate  mission  over  land  is  per- 
formed. 

__Tlie  students  taking  the  course  are 
Lieuts.  F.P.  Bostrom,  J.D,  TOiitt,  H.O. 
Wangeman',  C.L.  Scott,  Jr.,  G.R.  Mont- 
gomery, R,L.  Cobb,  W,E.  Bagye  and  F.T. 
Crimmins. 

— .-oOo— - 

Three  Air  Corps  officers  recently  re- 
ceived temporary  appointment  to  the 
grade  of  Major,  viz;  Captain  Nathan  F. 
Twining,  with  rank  from  September  1, 
1938;  Captains  Ralph  F.  Stearley  and 
Russell  L,  Williameon,  with  rank  from 
September  3,  1938. 
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NEW  'TYPE  OF  GERMAIN  AIPPLAHE  LANDS  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 


The  Fieseler-Storch  airplane,  a slow- 
speed,  fixed-wing  aircraft,  equipped 
with  slots  and  flaps  and  other  iiigh-lift 
devices,  manufactured  in  Germany/,  arriv- 
ed at  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
Septeraher  9th,  piloted  by  Emil  Eropf,  a 
Germen  graduate  engineer.  'Th.e  airplane 
had  been  on  exhibition  d'oring  the  Cleve- 
land Air  Ra-ces,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
visit  to  Wright  Field  was  to  duplicate  a 
demonstration  put  on  in  Cleveland,  show'- 
ing  comparative  landing,  talce-off,  and 
flig]j.t  chvaracteristics  of  the  Fieseler- 
Storch  airplane  and  the  Armjr  Air  Corps 
autogiro,  for  the  benefit  of  Materiel 


Division  engineers  who  had  not  witness- 
ed the  demonstration  in  Cleveland, 

The  Fieseler-Storch  is  a so-called 
"safe  airplane"  development.  This  de- 
velopment" is  a continuation  of  the  one 
started  in  this  country  by  the  Guggen- 
heim safe  airplane  competition  in  1929, 
which  was  won  by  the  Cui-tiss  Tanager 
airplane.  Both  the  German  airplane  and 
the  autogiro  are  powered  with  225  horse- 
power motors. 

The  German  airplane  is  beingused  in 
Germany  at  present  for  accomplishing 
slow-speed,  military  liaison  missions. 


— ^-oOo 

THE  AIR  RAGES  AT  GLEVSLAI^D,  OHIO 


Under  a plan  approved  by  the  War  De- 
partment, the  Air  Corps  partici'oated  in 
the  1938  showing  of  the  National  Air 
Races  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  3rd 
to  5th. 

In  addition  to  the  air  phase  of  the 


suit  Squadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group,  of 
Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , there  was  a 


ership  in  the  air.  Major  General  0. 

We stover.  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Army 
Representative  at  the  Races,  expressed 
himself  as  highly  pleased  with  the  per- 
formance of  the  Pursuit  Squadron  and 
congra,tulated  Major  ¥/illis  R.  Taylor, 


demonstration,  furnished  by  the  27th  Pur-  Squadron  Commander,  and  his  men  on  their 


excellent  work. 

The  Navy  squadron,  which  had  always 


ground  exhibit  of  nine  airplanes,  repre-  j joined  with  the  Army  and  the  Marine 


senting  one  each  of  the  standard  modern 
types  now  utilized  by  the  Army  Air  Corps. 
These  comprised  an  A-17,  A-18,  B-17, 

B-18,  P-3’5,  0-47,  Basic  Combat,  BT-9  and 
AutDgiro.  Tne  interest  of  the  general 
public  in  the  air  equipment  of  the  Array 
was  evident  from  the  fact  that  more  than 
150,000  persons  viewed  this  exhibit  dur- 
ing the  three  days  of  the  Air  Meet.  The 
Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Ohio,  prepared  attractive  signs 
describing  the  planes,  their  performanc- 
es and  uses.  In  addition,  Air  Corps  en- 
listed men  were  available  as  ^ides  to 
answer  the  many  questions  of  inquiring 
observers. 

With  respect  to  the  air  demonstrations 
of  the  Selfridge  Field  Pursuit  pilots, 
it  was  generally  ^reed  by  both  civilians 
and  Air  Corps  officers  present  that  a 
highly  creditable  performance  was  given 
by  this  unit.  It  7/as  the  first  public 
appearance  of  a unit  equipped  with  the 
Sever slcy,  single- eeatef  fighter.  Fears 
had  been  expressed  that  the  speed,  of 
this  plane  might  make  it  difficult  to 
give _ a performance  within  the  limited 
confines  of  the  airdrome  and  within  the 
view  of  the  spectators.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible, of  course,  to  match  the  close  for- 
mation 7/ork  and  tight  maneuvers  demon- 
strated in  former  years  by  the  P-12  and 


orps  in  providing  the  Service  represen- 
tation at  the  Races,  was  not  present 
this  year.  Navy  officials  stated  that  a 
defect  Imd  been  discovered  in  some  of 
the  propellers  on  the  fast  little  fight- 
ing ships  of  this  squadron  and,  rather 
tlian  risk  a possible  accident,  it  was 
decided  to  T/ithdxaw  the  entire  squadron 
from  the  Air  Races.  And  so  the  Navy  was 
represented  this  year  only  by  the 
Marine  Squadron.  As  usual,  the  Marines 
brought  a well  trained  unit  of  18  planes 
to  the  Show  and  staged  their  normal  de- 
monstration of  accurate  and  excellent 
formation  flying. 

The  principal  interest  of  tho  specta- 
tors seemed  to  center  on  the  women  en- 
trants at  the  Races  this  year,  if  com- 
ments from  the  crow’d  and  the  enthusiasm 
displayed  may  be  taken  as  a criterion. 
First,  there  was  the  arrival  of  Miss 
Jaqueline  Cochran  in  her  Special  Seversky 
as  the  winner  of  the  Bendix  Trophy  Trans- 
continental dash,  7/hich  brought  tiie  huge 
crowd  to  their  feet  roaring  with  cheers, 

A little  bundle  of  femininity  of  about 
ninety  pounds,  a blonde  German  girl,  was 
the  next  highlight.  She  demonstrated 
all  the  acrobatic  maneuvers  in  the  catal- 
ogue, including  an  outside  loop,  with  her 
raotorless  glider.  The  accuracy  cf  her 
air  work  and  its  versatility  was  only 


PB-2A  types  of  Pursuit  planes.  Neverthe-j  exceeded  by  the  amazing  accuracy  of  her 


less,  a highly  representative  group  of 
formations  were  displayed,  and  the  pre- 
cise character  of  the  flying  v/hich  was 
demonstrated  indicated  an  excellent 
state  of  training  and  good  squadron  lead- 


landing. On  the  second  day  of  the  Races 
she  landed  within  a fifty-foot  circle, 
and  on  the  other  days  she  ws.s  within,  a 
few  feet  of  it  when  her  glider  came  to 
rest  in  front  of  the  grandstand. 
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Two  speed  contests,  the  Greve  Trophy 
Race,  flown  on  Sunday,  and  the  Thocgjson 
Trophy  Hace,  flown  on  Monday  (Labor  Day), 
proved  to  he  close  con^etitions  and  were 
well  flown.  The  JU’njy  flyers  present 
were  rooting  for  their  old  comrade, 
beigh  Wade,  of  1924  World  Flight  fame, 
who  was  an  entrant  in  the  Thoi25)son  Tro- 
phy Race.  Wade,  however,  lacked  the  ne- 
cessary speed  and  finished  fourth. 

After  the  races  and  the  performance  of 
the  women  flyers,  perhaps  nigh  points  of 
spectator  interest  came  when  the  German 
airliner  "Hord'^nd,**  fresh  from  a Trans- 
.itlantic  crossing,  flew  over  the  crowd, 
^eaving  a long  trail  of  smoke  from  its 
Diesel  engines.  The  delayed  para- 
chute drops  and  the  mass  paracnute  de- 
monstrati»ns  also  pleased  the  crowd. 

As  usual,  Cleveland  proved  a charming 
host  ti  the  air  world  at  the  Races. 

Shjw  seemed  better  organised  than  ever 
beftre,  and  there  were  numerous  favor- 
able c*nments  on  the  showmanship  display- 
ed by  the  Air  Meet  officials  in  arrang- 
ing the  events  so  that  they  followed 
cl*se  tn  the  heels  of  preceding  sched- 
ules with  clock-like  precision.  The  ex- 
cellent weather _ which  prevailed  conspir- 
ed to  combine  with  the  admirable  plant 
available  at  Cleveland  to  make  the  1938 
Air  Races  probably  the  most  successful 
in  history.  A unanimity  of  opinion 
seemed  to  prevail  that  it  was  a striking 
and  most  successful  air  ^ectacle,  fully 
worthy  of  its  originators  and  sponsors. 
— oOo-*— 

REUNION  IN  WASHINGTON  OF  WAR-TIME  FLYERS 

Remaining  members  of  the  50th  Squadron, 
A.E.F. , who  found  the  Lost  Battalion  in 
the  World  War,  staged  their  annual  re- 
inairn  for  the  first  time  in  the  Nation's 
Capital,  September  3rd  to  6th. 

_ From^an  original  personnel  of  350  men, 
including  replacements,  the  Squadron  now 
nombers  350  veterans,  and  it  is  the  only 
World  War  aviation  outfit  with  a contin- 
uous record  of  reunions. 

Making  their  headquarters  at  the  Con- 
tinental Hotel,  the  veterans  spent  four 
busy  days,  which  were  taken  up  with  busi- 
Jiess  meetings,  various  social  affairs, 

^ pilgrimage  to  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown 
Soldier  and  to  the  Tomb  of  George 
"S-^ington,  and  sight-seeing  tours. 

The  war-time  flyers  came  from  mary 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  numbered 
Sfflong  them  was  Major  Charles  A.  Pursley, 
Corps,  now  on  duty  at  the  Advanced 
lying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas. 
•Saturday,  September  Srd.  was  taken  up 
hostly  with  the  registration  of  dele- 
fates.  _ A dinner  dance  was  the  social 
§vent  in  the  evening. 

The  entire  Sunday  afternoon  was  devot- 
ed to  a sight-seeing  tour,  ©lere  was  a 
business  meeting  from  six  to  eight,  and 
^hen  three  banq-uets  took  place  - one  for 
tne  men,  one  for  the  Tsromen  and  the  third 


for  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  veter- 
ans. A get-together  dance  followed 
these  banquets. 

At  noon  on  Monday,  Labor  Day,  the  vet- 
erans wended  their  way  to  the  Arlington 
Cemetery,  where  a wreath  was  placed 
the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier. ^ From 
there  the  ve'berans  and  their  families 
repaired  to  the  estate  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac  of  Milton  K.  Lockwood,  a 
member  of  the  Squadron,  where  a luncheon 
was  served.  As  a reminder  to  the  veter- 
ans of  the  old  army  life,  "Mickey"  Lock- 
wood  arranged  to  have  the  food  served 
from  the  rolling  kitchens  of  the  Engin- 
eer Post  nearby  - Fort  Belvoir,  ?a. 
Luckwood  also  provided  the  only  and  an- 
nual casualty  of  the  reunion.  Every 
ear,  regularly,  Seth  Bowman,  of  Monroe, 
ich.  , arrivets  with  a new  straw  hat, 
and  just  as  regularly  "Mickey"  steps  on 
it.  Stuck  on  the  bulletin  board,  the 
crushed  hat  is  an  emblem  and  an  assur- 
ance that  both  Seth  and  "Mickey"  are  in 
attendance. 

The  luncheon  consisted  principally  of 
beans  served  A.E.F.  style  in  Army  mess 
kits  by  Sergeant  Adam  C.  Farmann,  of 
Fort  ^!^er.  Stew,  coffee  and  rice  pud- 
ding were  "trimmings." 

Fr»m  the  Lockwood  estate  the  entire 
delegation  went  to  Mount  Yernon,  where 
a wreath  was  placed  on  the  Tomb  rf 
George  Washington. 

All  hands  returned  to  their  headquar- 
ters in  time  for  dinner  and  the  en'ter- 
tainment  which  followed. 

On  Tuesday  the  delegation  made  a 
final  round  of  sight-seeing,  visiting 
the  many  public  buildings  in  the  Capital. 

Next  year  the  war-time  flyers  of  the 
Observation  Squadron  which  located  the 
beleaguered  "Lost  Battalion"  in  1918, 
will  meet  at  Jackson,  Mich. , the  home 
town  of  their  newly-elected  president, 
Harold  Hansen. 

— -oOo 

AIR  ATTACHE  FLIES  TO  NEW  POST  OF  DUTY 

Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  H.  Wooten,  Air 
Corps,  probably  bears  the  unique  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  Military 
Attache  of  the  U.  S,  Army  "to  fly  to  his 
post  of  duty  in  a foreign  countr5^ 

Colonel  Wooten,  who  until  recently 
was  a member  of  the  War  Department  Gen- 
eral Staff  in  Washington,  was  detailed 
as  Air  Attache  to  Bolivia  and  Chile, 
and  chose  an  A-17  Attack  airplane  as 
his  means  of  transportation  to  his  new 
station.  He  left  Bolling  Field,  D. C. , 
on  A'ugust  16th  and,  after  a brief  stop 
at  Brownsville,  Texas,  departed  for 
Albrook  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  via 
Guatemala  City,  Guatemala.  He  landed 
at  Albrook  Field  on  the  afternoon  cf 
August  20th,  and  during  his  stay  on  the 
Isthmus  he  was  the  guest  cf  Brigadier 
General  George  H.  Brett,  Commanding 
(Continued  on  Foge  14) 
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OBITUARIES 


Second  Lieut.  James  Breathitt, III,  Air 
Reserve,  piloting  a P-35  Pursuit  plane, 
crashed  in  the  vicinity  of  Glencoe, 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  Septeraher  9,  1938, 
a-nd  was  instantly  killed.  The  cause  of 
the  accident  has  not  heen  determined. 

Lieut.  Breathitt  was  horn  in  Eranicfort, 
, January  1,  1913.  E'e  attended  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute  for  two 
years,  following  which  he  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Michigan  with  a B.S, 
degree  in  Aerona^itical  Engineering  and 
Engineering  Mathematics.  He  next  took  a 
one-year  course  in  Aeronautical  Engineer 
ing  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Qualifying  for  appointment  as  a Plying 
Cadet,  he  graduated  from  the  Primary 
Plying  School,  Randolph  Pield,  Texas, 
October  12,  1937,  and  from  the  Advanced 
Plying  School,  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  Peh- 
ruary  16,  1938,  He  specialised  in 
Pursuit  Aviation  and  was  rated  as  "Air- 
plane Pilot"  on  Pebruary  16,  1938,  and 
on  that  date  commissioned  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Air  Reserve.  Assigned 
to  active  duty  at  Self ridge  Pield,  Mt. 
Clemens,  Mich. , he  served  as  Assistant 
Engineering  Officer. 

Puneral  services  for  the  deceased  Re- 
serve officer  were  held  on  September  13 
in  Arlington  Rational  Cemetery.  Tlie 
honorary  pallbearers  were  Major  General 
Allen  W.  Gullion,  Lieut.  Colonel  Ployd 
E.  Galloway,  Lieut.  Colonel  H.B.  Smith, 
Colonel  John  Jewett,  Ed?/ard  and  Charles 
Breathitt,  M.G.  Waddington  and  Stanley 
Waddington. 


Pirst  Lieut.  Harold  L.  Dietz,  Air  Re- 
serve, died  as  the  result  of  a crash  in 
a BC-1  airplane  at  Easton,  Pa. , on  the 
afternoon  of  September  11,  1938.  Tiie 
airplane  nosed  in  upon  circling  the 
field  after  the  take-off  and  caught  fire 
following  the  crash.  The  cause  of  the 
accident  has  not  been  detexmained. 

Lieut.  Dietz  7/as  born  in  Bangor,  Pa.  , 
September  2,  1908.  He  graduated  from 
high  school  in  his  native  city  and  at- 
tended the  Emerson  Institute,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. , for  one  year.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Gue,rd 
for  one  year,  and  served  as  an  enlisted 
man  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  with  station 
at  Bolling  Pield,  D. C.,  from  April  16, 
1931,  to  July  1,  1932. 

Appointed  a Plying  Cadet  in  the  Army 
Air  Corps,  Lieut.  Dietz  graduated  from 
tne  Primary  Plying  School,  Randolph 
Pield,  Texas,  in  March,  1933,  and  from 
the  Advanced  Plying  School,  Kelly  Pield, 
Texas,  where  he  specialized  in  Bombard- 
ment Aviation,  on  June  29,  1933,  on 
which  date  he  was  rated  "Airplane  Pilot" 
and  commissioned  a second  lieutenant  in. 
the  Air  Reserve. 

Assigned  to  extended  active  duty,  he 


served  with  the  20th' Bombardment  Squad- 
ron at  Langley  Pield,  Ya, , to  Pebruary 
28,  1935,  and  with  the  96th  Bombardment 
Squadron  at  that  station  from  September 
3,*  1935,  to  December  31,  1935,  when  he 
reverted  to  inactive  status.  He  v;as 
promoted  to  the  grade  of  first  lieuten- 
ant, Air  Reserve,  August  6,  1936. 

On  November  15,  1936,  Lieut.  Dietz 
was  placed  on  extended  active  duty  for 
a period  of  three  years,  with  station 
at  Mitchel  Pield,  L.I.,  New  York.  Later, 
in  July,  1937,  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Middletown,  Pa. , Air  Depot,  where 
he  was  on  duty  as  sqixadron  operations 
officer  and  as  a transpoi-t  pilot. 


The  Air  Corps  extends  its  deepest  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  families  and  rela- 
tives of  the  deceased  officers  who  died 
in  the  service  of  their  country, 

oOo— 

Lieut.  Colonel  Wooten  (Prom  Page  13) 

the  19th  Conposite  Group, 

Colonel  Wooten  was  accompanied  by  his 
mechanic,  Staff  Sergeant  Leche^,  He 
planned  to  fly  to  his  destination, 
Santiago,  Chile,  following  the  Panagra 
route,  and  to  malce  stops  at  Cali,  Col- 
ombia; Guayaquil,  Ecuador;  Talara  and 
Lima.,  Peru,  and  Antofagasta,  Chile,  en 
route. 

Colonel  Wooten's  present  assignment 
is  his  second  one  as  Air  Attache  to  a 
South  American  country,  for  he  was  on 
duty  in  Chile  from  1929  to  1933. 

— oOo- — 

PERSONl^EL  NOTES 

Orders  assigning  Major  Harold  W. 

Beaton  bo  duty  at  Langley  Pield,  "Va, , 
upon  the  completion  of  his  tour  '‘f  for- 
eign service,  have  been  amended  so  as 
to  assign  him  to  duty  at  Barksdale 
Pield,  la. 


Master  Sergeant  Ruben  St.  John,  of  ! 

Base  Headquarters  and  2nd  Air  Base 
Squadron,  "GHQ,  Air  Porce,  Mitchel  Pield,  ! 
N.Y.  , was  appoiixted  Warrant  Officer  in  « 
the  Regular  Army,  with  rank  from  Septem-  ' 
her  1,  1938.  He.  remains  on  duty  at  his 
present  station. 

Major  Joseph  W.  Benson  was  transferred 
from  Randolph  Pield  to  Brooks  Pield, Tex.  J 


ihe  active  duty  tour  of  2nd  Lieut. 
Preston  Patton  Pender,  Air  Reserve,  of 
Hend.ersonville , N.C.,  and  now  stationed 
a.t  Langley  Pield,  Va.  , was  extended  to 
December  8,  1939. 

Second  Lieut.  Lawrence  Rea  Gibboney, 
Air  Reserve,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was 
assigned  to  active  d,uty  at  Randolph 
Pield,  Texas,  to  October  2,  1940. 

— — uOo — - 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information _ on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 

^oOo- — 

THE  LAST  RITES  EOR  THE  DEPARTED  AIR  CORPS  CHIEF 


Tuesday  afternoon,  September  27th,  at 
the  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  proved  ■ 
a very''  sorrowful  occasion,  for  it  marked 
the  final  rites,  with  full  railirtary  hon- 
ors, for  . the.  late  Major  General  Oscar 
Westover,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  unfortunate  air-’ 
plane  accident  at  Burbank,  Calif. , on 
September  21st. 

It  was  a bright,  sunny  afternoon  - a 
day  not  at  all  attuned  to  an  occasion  of 
solemnity  and  sorrow.  More  than  five 
hundred  persons  were  present  to  pay 
their  last  respects  to  the  deceased  Air 
Corps  Chief.  These  included  all  Air 
Corps  officers  on  duty  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  other  Air 
Corps  officers  on  duty  in  Washington  and 
k at  Bolling  Field,  and  at  nearby  and  dis- 
" tant  Air  Corps  stations.  Among  those 
present  from  stations  distant  from  Wash- 
ington were  Brigadier  Generals  A.W, 
Robins,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio;  Frederick 
L.  Martin,  Conmanding  the  Third  Wing, 

GHQ,  .Air  Force,  Barksdale  Field,  Shreve- 
port, La. ; Barton  K.  Yount,  Commandant 
of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  Ran- 
dolph Field,  Texas;  Colonels  Henry  B. 
Clagett,  commanding  Selfridge  Field, 

Mich.  ; J'ames  E.  Chaney,  .commanding 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y, ; Frank  P.  Lahra,  Air 
Officer,  2nd  Corps  Area,  Governors 
Island,  N.Y, ; John  D.  Rear dan,  Air 
Corps  Procurement  Planning  Representa- 
tive, New  York  City;  Davenport  Johnson, 
Chanute  Field,  111. ; Herbert  A.  Dargue, 
Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala.  ; T/alter  G.  Kiln.er,  Langley  Field, 

Va, ; Lieut,  Colonels  Carl  Spats,  Langley 
Field,  Va. , and  G.  W.  Russell,  Hamilton 
^ Field,  Calif, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were 
many  officers  from  other  branches  of  the 
military  service;  foreign  government  of- 
ficials; and  civilians,,  among,  them  all 
of  ^ the  employees  of  the'  Off.i’ce  o.f  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 

Adjacent  to  the  grave,  which  is  in 
close  proximity  to  the  final  resting 
.place  of  the  late  Colonel  Horace  M, 
fHickam,  Air  Corps,  who  several  years  ago 
also  lost  his  life  in 'an  airplane  acci- 
dent, lay  a profusion  of  funeral  wreaths. 
Shortly  before  the  services  at  the  grave, 


and  while  the  minute-gun  was  sounding, 
so  many  additional  wreaths  were  brought 
that,  after  a solid  background  was  made 
of  them  some  one  hundred  feet  away,  it 
was  necessary  to  place  o.thers  in  front 
of  the  massed  assemblage  flanking  both 
sides  of  the  grave. 

During  the  progress  of  the  services  at 
the  Fort  Chapel,  four  formations 

from  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  at  Langley  Field, 
Va, , totaling  43  planes,  flew  high  over 
the  grave,  followed  by  a formation  rf 
four  more  fighting  planes,  with  the  cus- 
tomary blank  file.  This  last  formation 
detached  itself  from  the  main  formation, 
circled  the  grave  and  then  headed  south- 
ward, soon  to  be  lost  in  the  distance. 

The  most  solemn  moment  for  those  who 
were  unable  to  attend  the  services  at 
the  Chapel  came  when  the  Fort  Myer  Band, 
playing  Chopin's  Funeral  March,  proceed- 
ed with  slow,  measured  steps  along  the 
road  and  approached  the  grave.  Close 
behind  the  band  was  the  caisson  bearing 
the  casket,  draped  with  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  followed  by  the  pallbearers  and 
honorary  pallbearers,  two  companies  of 
the  12th  U. S.  Infantry,  one  squadron 
from  Bolling  Field,  D.C. ; the  Air  Corps 
and  other  officers  of  the  U. S.  Army;  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased  Air  Corps 
Chief,  and  the  foreign  representatives. 

President  Roosevelt  was  represented  at 
the  services  by  Captain  D.J.  Callaghan, 
his  Naval  aide,  and  Colonel  Edwin  Yfetson, 
his  military  aide.  Admiral  William  D. 
Leahy,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  repre- 
sented the  Navy.  He  was  accompanied  by 
a number  of  other  Naval  •fficers. 

General  Malin  Craig,  Chief  of  Staff  of 
the  Army, .marched  at  the  head  of  the 
honorary  pallbearers,  and  with  him  were 
Major  General  Frank  M,  Andrews,  Command- 
ing General  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force,  and 
Brigadier  General  Henry  H.  Arnold,  Act- 
ing Chief  of  the  Air  Corps.  The.  other 
honorary  pallbearers,  classmates  of  Gen- 
eral Westover  of  the  1906  class  of  the 
U.S,  Military  Acaden^r,  of  which  General 
Andrews  was  also  a member,  were  Briga- 
dier General  Earl  McFarland,  Assistant 
Chief  of  Ordnance;  Colonel  Joseph  A. 
Green,  Coast  Artillery  Corps;  Colonel 
Charles  G,  Met tier,  Ordnance  Department; 
Colonels  Harold  W.  Huntley  and  E.  DeR. 
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Hoyle,  Field  Artillery;  Colonel  Alexan- 
der G.  Gillespie,  Ordnance  Department, 
and  Colonel  Jonathan  M.  Wainwright, 
Cavalry . 

The  active  pallbearer s were  noncommis- 
si»ned  officers  of  the  Air  Corps, .sta- 
tioned at  Bolling  Field,  D.C. 

Foreign  officials  who  attended^  the 
services  included  General  Fri&dr-ich  von 
Boetticher,  Military  and  Air  Attache, 
Germany;  Group  Captain  George  C.  Pirie, 
Air  Attache,  Great  Britain;  Lieut. 

Colonel  Andrzej  Chramiec,  Military  and 
Air  Attache,  Poland;  Engineer  Colonel 
Herbert  Chaupsaur,  Air  Attache,  France; 
Colonel  Vincenzo  Coppola,  Military  and 
Air  Attache,  Italy;  Squadron  Leader 
Ismael  Sarasua,  Air  Attache,  Chile,  and 
several  other  Chilean' officers ; Colonel 
Pedro  L.  Zanni,  Military  and  Air  Attache, 
Argentina;  Colonel  Ivan  Leontovich 
Ofcunev,  Assistant  Military  Attache,  and 
Mr.  Constantine  A.  Ouraansky,  Counselor 
and  Charge  d’ Affaires,  U. S.S.R. ; and 
Cclonel  Masafumi  Yamauti,  Military 
Attache,  Japan. 

Before  the  grave  stood  General 
Westover's  v?idow,  and  on  one  side  of  her 
their  son,  Lieut.  Charles  3.  Westover, 
and  on  the  other  side  their  daughter, 

Mrs.  Y/ilhelra  C.  Freudenthal.  Lieut. 
Westover  is  a member  of  the  class  sched- 
uled to  graduate  from  the  Air  Corps  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
cn  October  5,  1938, 

Chaplain  Ora  J.  Cohee  officiated  at 
:he  services  at  the  Fort  Myer  Chapel, 
and  just  before  he  officiated  at  the 
^rave,  a. 13-gun  salute  was  heard  from 
whe  distant  Fort  Myer  parade  ^ound. 

When  the  Chaplain  concluded  his  prayer, 
the  firing  squad  fired  three  volleys, 
and  the  bugler  sounded  "Taps." 


Lieut.  Colonel  E.  Lombard,  Military 
Attache,  French  Embassy; 

Mrs.  W.B.  Kester,  President  of  the 
Women’ s Chapter  of  the  National  Aero- 
nautic Association  of  Akron,  Ohio; 

Mr,  Grover  A.  Whalen,  President  of  the 
New  York  World’ s Fair,  1939,  Inc.; 

S.  Molokov,  Chief  of  the  Civil  Avia- 
tion of  the  U. S.S.R.  and  Mavriky  T. 
Slepnev,  Chief'  of  the  Inspection  of  the 
Civil  Aviation,  U. S.S.R. , Moscow. 

Mr.  Radu  Irimescu,  Minister,  Roumania. 

The  Turkish  Ambassador,  Mehmet  Muiiir. 
Ertegun,  called  in  person  to  express ;his 
sincere  sympathies. 

Among  messages  of  condolence  received 
by  .the  Chief  of  Staff,  General  Malin 
Cfaigr'were  those  from  — 

Brigadier  General  W.P.  Upshur,  U. S. 
Marine  Corps,  Acting  Major  General  Com- 
mandant; 

Mr.  Vilhjalmur  Stefansson,  of  New 
York,  for  himself  and^  for  the  Explorers 
Club; 

Major  Jose  Bina  Machado , Brasi lian 
Military  Attache;  -■ 

Colonel  I.  Okunev,  Assistant  Military 
Attache,  U.  S.S.R.; 

Admiral  William  D.  Leahy,  U. S.  Navy, 


The  Hon,  Louis  Johnson,  Assistant , Sec- 
retary of  War,  received  messages  of  .con- 
dolence from  — 

Mr.  Alexander  P.  DeSeversky,  on 'behalf 
of  himself  and  the  entire  personnel  of 
the  Seversky  Aircraft  Corporation; 

Mr,  Howard  Hughes; 

Mr.  J.T.  Hartson,  Vice  President  of 
the  Glenn  L.  Martin  Company,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Martin,  himself  and  the  entire 
organization. 


Among-  the  messages  of  condolence  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Hon. 
Harry  H.  Woodring,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  tragic  death  of  General  Westover, 
were  those  from  — 

Hon.  Claude  A,  Swanson,  Se.cretary  of 
the  Navy; 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Chramiec,  Military 
Attache,  Embassy  of  Poland; 

Mr.  Alexander  P.  DeSeversky,  of  the 
Seversky  Aircraft  Corporation; 

Mr.  Thesbac  Piccy,  of  the  Society  of 
British  Aircraft  Constructors,  London; 

Mr.  Guy  Lachambre,  Air  Minister, 

Paris,  Prance; 

Mr.  Handley  Page,  of  London.,  Eng.  ; 

Chief  of  the  Air  Staff  Air  Ministry, 
London,  Eng. ; 

Colonel  I.  Okunev,  Assistant  Military 
Attache,  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Re- 
publics; 

Mr.  J.T.  Hartson,  Vice  President  of 
the  Glenn  L,  Martin  Conpany,  Baltimore, 
Md. , on  behalf  of  Mr.  Martin  and  his 
whole  organization; 

Mr.  M.M.  Mell,  Chairman  of  the  Aero- 
nautics Committee,  Akron,  Ohio,  Chamber 
of  Commerce; 


".Messages  of  Condolence  received 
through  the  Foreign- Liaison  Section  of 
G-2',  War  Department  General'  Staff,  were 
I from  — ' 

! Colonel  'R.V.  Read,  • Military  Attache, 
j British  Embassy;  ■ 

Engineer  Colonel  Norbert  Champ saur, 

Air  Attache,  French  Embassy; 

Colonel  Vincenzo  Coppola,  Air  and  Mil- 
I itary  Attache,  Italian  Embassy; 

I Colonel  Pedro  Zanni,  Military  and  Air 
I Attache,  anbassy  of  Argentina; 

Colonel  M.  Yamauti,  Military  Attache, 
Imperial  Japanese  Em'bassy. 

The  French  Air  Ministry,  Paris,  France, 


General  Craig  also  receiveda  letter 
of  condolence  from  Mr.  John  Oliver  La  : 
Gorce,  X^’ice  President  of  the  National. 
Geographic  Society,  on  bohalf -of  himself 
and  the  officers  and  staff  of  that 
Society.  . ■ ■ ■ 

The  German  Military  and  Air  Attache, 
Lieut.  General  Friedrich  von  Boetticher, 
called  in  person  to  express 'his  condol- 
ences. 

Brigadier -.General' Henry  H.  Arnold, 
Acting  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  received 
a message  from  Vice  Admiral  Meyrick,  of 
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the  British  Royal  Navy,  commanding  North 
^erican  and  West  Indies  Squadron,  con- 
veying his  sympathy  and  that  of  the  of- 
ficers and  men  in  MS  YORK. 

Among  other  messages  and  letters  of 
condolence  received  hy  General  Arnold 
were  those  from  — . 

Vice  Admiral  Ernest  J.  King,  Commander 
Aircraft  Battle  Force,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Admiral  R.R.  Waesche,  Commandant,  U. S. 
Coast  Guard. 

Air  Vice  Admiral  George, M,  Croil, Royal 
Canadian  Air  Force. 

Major  General  E.S,  Adams,  The  Adjutant 
General,  U. S.  Army. 

Major  General  David  L.  Stone,  Panama 
Canal  Department. 

Major  General  Hugh  A.  Drum,  U.S.  Army, 
on  "behalf  of  the  Second  Array  and  the  6th 
Corps  Area. 

Brigadier  General  George  Gruenert,  U.S. 
Army,  Fort  McKinley,  P.I. 

Brigadier  General  Guy  V,  Henry,  U.S. A., 
Commandant, on  hehalf  of  all  personnel  of 
the  Cavalry  School  at  Port  Riley,  Kans. 

Admiral  A.B,  Cook,  Bureau  of  Aeronaut- 
ics, U.S.  Navy  Department. 

Hon.  Clarence  D,  Martin,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Washington 

Hon.  F,  Truhee  Davison,  New  York  City. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  Royce,  Philippine 
Department. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Benjamin  G.  Weir, 

Panama  Canal  Department. 

Lieut.  Colonel  William.  B.  Mayer,  on 
"behalf  of  all  personnel  of  Scott  Field, 
Belleville,  111. 

Major  David  S.  Seaton,  A. C.,  on  hehalf 
of  all  officers  and  employes  of  the 
Philippine  Air  Depot. 

Captain  Saha’  Sueyro,  Argentine 
Naval  Attache. 

Group  Captain  Pirie,  British  Embassy. 

Dr,  Lyman  J,  Briggs,  Director,  National 
Bur  eau  o f ' S tandar  ds . 

Major  Reed  G.  Landis,  Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Grover  Loening,  New  York  City. 

Mr,  Frank  H.  Russell,  Newtown,  Pa. 

The  18th  Wing,  Air  Corps,  Hawaiian  De- 
partment. 

The  B.F".  Goodrich  Company,  Akron, Ohio. 

Clark  Aircraft  Corporation, Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 

Douglas  Aircraft  Company,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif. 

Bellanca  Aircraft  Corporation,  New 
Castle,  Del. 

Bell  Aircraft  Co.,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Interstate  Aircraft  and  Engineering 
Corp, , El  Segundo,  Calif. 

Curtiss-Wright  Corporation,  Buffalo, 

New  York. 

Kellett  Autogiro  Corporation,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa, 

Pennsylvania  Aircraft  Syndicate, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ryan  Aeronautical  Co.,  San  Diego, Calif. 

United  Aircraft  Corporation,  East 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Wright  Aeronautical  Corporation, 
Paterson,  New  Jersey. 


American  Airlines,  Inc. 

Stearman  Aircraft  Co. , Wichita,  Kans. 

Pittsburgh  Screw  & Bolt  Corporation. 

Editor,  AVIATION  Magazine. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Denver,  Colo. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Ogden,  Utah. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Sacramento , Calif . 

Manufacturers  Aircraft  Associatipn, 

Southern  California  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Automotive  Engineers. 

North?;est  Aviation  Planning  Council. 

Aeronautical  Chamber  of  Commerce,  New 
York  City. 

Air  Reserve  Officers  Association, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

National  Breadcasting  Co.,  Nev;  York 
City. 

Sperry  Gyroscope  Conpany,  Brooklyn, 

New  York. 

Acting  Chief,  Weather  Bureau,  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

Colonel  Sximpter  R.  Smith,  Chairman, 

Air  Safety  Board,  Civil  Aeronautics 
Authority,  Washington,  D. C. 


Major  General  Mason  M.  Patrick,  U.S. 
Army,  Retired,  former  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  attended  the  funeral  services  at 
Arlington,  and  Major  General  James  E. 
Fechet',  U.S.  Army,  Retired,  v/ho  succeed- 
ed General  Patrick  as  Air  Corps  Chief, 
forwarded  a message  of  sympathy. 


According  to  a newspaper  report,  less 
than  24  hours  before  his  death,  General 
?/estover  had  been  feted  by  some  one 
thousand  fliers  in  Los  Angeles  at  the 
"Men  "With  Wings"  aviation  ball  in  the 
Palomar  ballroom.  This  was  during  the 
course  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion,  Surrounded  by  high  of- 
ficers of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  air 
force  units  and  veteran  air  fighters  of 
the  Tforld  War,  the  General  v/as  the  cen- 
ter of  a night  of  tribute  to  the  nation' s 
aerial  fighting  squadrons. 

^ Only  some  five  hours  prior  to  the 
fatal  crash  at  Burbank,  Calif. , General 
Westover  was  at  March  Field,  Calif. , 
where  he  presented  the  coveted  Daedalian 
Trophy  for  safe  flying  to  the  19th  Bom- 
bardment Group,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Harvey  S.  Burwell,  Air  Corps.  Also  pre- 
sent on  t'hat  occasion  was  Major  General 
Frank  M,  Andrev/s,  commanding  the  GHQ  Air 
Force. 

A test  pilot  for  the  Lockheed  Aircraft 
Corporation,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  accident  and  was  in  the  control  tewer 
at  the  field  at  that  time,  stated  thaJ 
he  saw  General  Westover' s plane  coming 
towards''  the  airport  from  a southerly 
direction,-  The  plane  flew  once  across 
the  airport  and  then  headed  out  for  a 
wide  circle  preparatory  to  landing.  He 
then  added: 

"The  ship  was,  I imagine,  about  3CC 
feet  high  and  a'bout  a half  mile  north- 
west of  the  field  when  it  went  into  a 
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hairpin  turn.  I was  watching  it  all  the 
time,  as  we  always  do  in  the  tower  when- 
ever a ship  comes  in  to  land.  The  plane 
whipped  into  this  steep  hank  and  the 
wings'  were  almost  vertical  to  the  ground. 
Su.ddenly  I saw  the- entire  ship  ouiver.  I 
knew  there  was  trouble  aliead.  The  ship 
nosed  downward  in  the  start  of  a spin. 

The  motor  was  still  roaring ; more  so,  it 
seemed  to  me,  than  bef»re  because,  as 
usual,  when  a plane  is  starting  to  land 
the  motor  is  throttled  down.  You  could 
see  that  the  pilot  was  fighting  desper- 
ately t»  regain  control  tf  his  ship.  It 
all  happened  so  quickly  - there  were 
just  a few  seconds  between  the  time  the 
ship  started  to  slip  off  and  the  time  it 
hit  the  ground  - but  I am  certain  that 
whoever  was  flying  thought  he  could 
right  the  plane  in  time." 

The  plane  struck  with  the  roar  of  a 
bursting  bomb  in  the  front  yard  of  a 
residence  on  Scott  Road,  less  than  half 
a mile  from  the  Lockheed  Aircraft  Facto- 
ry' s airport,  to  which  General  Westover 
had  been  gliding  for  a landing.  _ 

One  theory  advanced  as  a possible _ 
cause  of  the  accident  is  that  the  pilot, 
apparently  unable  to  stretch  his  glide 
into  the  airport,  jammed  on  "full_ 
throttle"  and  nosed  it  up  in  a climbing 
turn  to  clear  power  lines  ahead.  The 
probability  that  the  landing  flaps  of^ 
the  plane  were  lowered  to  give  it  maxi- 
mum lift  for  a slow  landing  indicated 
that  the  lowered  flaps  may  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  what  happened  in  the  har- 
rowing seconds  which  followed. 

The  plane,  nose  high,  stalled  - hung 
almost  motionless  and  quivering  under 
the  surging  drive  of  i'ts  engine  - then 
whipped  over  and  nosed  straight  down  in 
a roaring  half  turn  of  a power  spin. 

Majors  Leland  C.  Hurd  and  K.B,  7Jolfe, 
Air  Corps,  were  at  the  Lockheed^ Factor3'’ 
awaiting  General  Westover's  arrival,  and 
they  reached  the  scene  of  the  crash 
within  a very  few  minutes  after  its  oc- 
currence. Brigadier  General  Delos  C. 
Emmons,  Commanding  the  1st  Wing,  GHQ  Air 
Force,  appointed  a board  of  officers, 
headed  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Harvey  S. 

Bur well,  which  began  an  immediate  inves- 
tigation at  the  scene  of  the  accident. 


General  We stover  was  born  at  West  Bay 
City,  Michigan,  on  July  23,  1883.  After 
graduating  from  high  school,  he  entered 
the  Army  as  an  enlisted  man  on  September 
4,  1901,  and  -served  with  Con^any  "K," 

3rd  Battalion  of  Engineers,  until_June 
15,  1902,  when  he  entered  West  Point  as 
a cadet.  He  graduated  from  the  U.S. 
Military  Academy  on  June  12,  1906,  and 
was  assigned  'to  the  14th  Infantry. 

General  Westover  remained  with  the  In- 
fantry through  the  grades  af  second  and 
first  lieutenant,  in  each  of  which  he 
served  five  years.  During  this  period 
he  coii5)leted  tours  of  duty  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  in  Alaska,  He  was  then  assign- 
ed to  duty  at  the  United  States  Military 


Academy,  where  he  served  first  as  in- 
structor and  later  as  Assistant  Profes- 
sor of  Drawing.  His  marksmanship  won 
for  him  the  Distinguished  Marksman' s 
Medal  and  membership  on  the  Infantry 
Rifle  Team  at  the  National  Rifle  Matches 
at  Gamp  Perry,  Ohio,  in  1911. 

On  October  20,  1917,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  grade  of  Major  (ten^orary)  and 
assigned  to  duty  in  cliarge  of  the  Signal 
Office  at  the  Port  of  Embarkation  at 
Hoboken,  H.J.  In  June,  1918,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Bureau  of  Aircraft  Pro- 
duction in  charge  of  Storage  and  Traffic, 
receiving  his  promotion  to  Lieut. Colonel, 
Air  Service,  on  August  14,  1918. _ 

In  November,  1918,  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Executive,  Bureau  of  Aircraft 
Production,  Washington,  D. C.,  which  of- 
fice he  held  until  July,  1919,  when  he 
was  appointed  Executive  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  Air  Service. 

General  Westover's  outstanding  service 
d-'iring  the  World  War  was  recognized  by 
the  award  to  him  of  the  Distii^uished 
Service  Medal,  and  his  promotion  to  the 
grade  of  Colonel  (emergency)  on  May  24, 
1919. 

In  October,  1920,  General  Westover  was 
assigned  to  take  training  at  Omaha, 

Neb. , and  at  Rose  Field,  Calif.  Upon 
graduation  from  the  Balloon  School  at 
Ross  Field,  with  the  rating  of  Balloon 
Observer,  in  1921,  he  was  reassigned  to 
duty  in  Washington  as  Chief  of  the  Bal- 
loon and  Airship  Division,  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  Air  Service.  While  occupying 
this  position,  he  served  on  detached 
duty  to  participate  as  aide  to  Colonel 
Frank  P.  Lahm  in  the  National  Balloon 
Race  which  started  from  Birmingham,  Ala. 
He  next  attended  the  Airship  School  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. , from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1922,  and  received  the  rating 
of  "Airship  Pilot."  In  that  year  he 
participated  as  pilot  in  the  National 
Elimination  Free  Balloon  Race  at  Mil- 
waukee, Wis. , and  was  declared  the^win- 
ner  thereof.  Landing  his  balloon  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lake  St*  John,  Quebec, 
Canada,  a distance  of  866  miles  from 
the  starting  point,  which  he  covered  in 

1 C <>■»  "Vo /•?!  ^ T *f*  /Ot iQ  T 


16t^  hours,  he  almost  doubled  the  dis- 


tance covered  by  his  nearest  competitor. 
His  balloon  flight  was  one  of  the  long- 
est and  swiftest  on  record. 

By  virtue  of  his  victory  in  the  Nation- 
al Elimination  Balloon  Race,  General 
Westover  represented  the  United  States 
in  the  Gordon  Bennett  Balloon  Race, 
which  started  from  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
in  August,  1922,  In  this  race,  while 
drifting  low  to  obtain  favorable  winds, 
Hungarian  peasants  seized  his  drag  rcpe 
and  hauled  the  balloon  to  the  ground, 
which  resulted  in  his  being  eliminated 
from  the  race.  This  iinusuax  mishap  may 
be  attributed  to  the  mis'caken  notion  of 
the  Hungarian  peasants  that  they  were 
performing  a service  for  the  aeronaut. 

In  February , 1921,  General  Westover 
was  appointed  Directtr  of  Aircraft  Pro- 
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duction,  charged  with  the  liquidation  of 
the  United  States  Spruce  Production  Cor- 
pcration,  a wartime  aircraft  production 
agency,  a position  which  he  held  contin- 
uo-a.sly  up  to  July,  1928, 

In  1924,  General  Westover  was  assigned 
as  Executive  Officer  at  Langley  Field, 

Va. , this  following  his  graduation  from 
the  Air  Corps  Primary  and  Advanced  Fly- 
ing Schools  in  Texas,  and  his  being 
given  the  rating  of  "Airplane  Pilot." 
Later  that  year  he  became  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  Langley  Field  and  the  Comman- 
dant of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
which  was  then  located  there.  Two  years 
later  he  entered  the  Tactical  School  as 
a student,  grad^oating  in  1927,  His  next 
school  tour  was  at  the  Command  and  Gener- 
al Staff  School  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  frcm  which  he  graduated  in  1928. 
For  the  next  four  years  he  was  on  duty 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  as  a member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  above  mentioned  school. 

In  January,  1930,  General  Westover  re- 
ceived his  promotion  to  Lieut.  Colonel, 
and  two  years  later,  in  December,  1951, 
his  appointment  as  Assistant  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  with  the  rank  of  Briga- 
dier General,  to  succeed  Major  General 
B.D.  Foulois,  who  had  vacated  that  posi- 
ti»n  to  assume  his  duties  as  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps. 

General  Westover  possessed  all  four 
aeronautical  ratings  bestowed  by  the  Air 
Corps,  and  his  service  was  as  well  round- 
) ed  as  any  officer  in  the  Corps.  In  1933 
he  commanded  the  Air  Corps  maneuvers  at 
March  Field,  Calif. , during  which  prac- 
tically all  of  the  modern  conceptions  of 
the  employment  of  air  forces  were  tried 
out.  His  summary  of  the  lessons  learned 
during  this  maneuver  furnished  a valu- 
able contribution  to  the  advancement  of 
the  tactics  and  supply  procedure  of  the 
Air  Corps.  He  also  participated  in  the 
Gnmmand  Post  Exercises  held  in  Hew  Jersey 
In  1934,  in  the  capacity  of  Commanding 
General,  GHQ  Air  Force,  These  exercises 
-ere  commanded  by  the  then  Chief  of 
8 -caff,  General  Douglas  MacArthur. 

General  V/estover*s  sudden  and  untimely 
death^was  a severe  blow  not  only  to  his 
immediate  family,  his  other  relatives 
and  his  host  of  friends  both  in  the  Army 
and  in  civil  life,  but  to  the  United 
States  p^my  as  well. 

The  Air  Corps  mourns  with  the  bereaved 
family  the  departui’e  of  this  genial  and 
kindly  officer  and  gentleman  who  command- 
ed such  universal  admiration  and  respect. 


Corps  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Sergeant  Hymes  had  been  stationed  at 
Bolling  Field,  D. C.,  continuously  since 
August  11,  1930,  when  he  returned  from 
duty  at  Fort  Stotsenburg,  Philippine 
Islands.  He  served  as  crew  chief  for 
General  Westover 's  plane  for  many  years 
and  accompanied  his  Chief  on  all  of  his 
maiw  flights. 

'The  deceased  noncommissioned  officer 
is  survived  by  his  widow  and  two  minor 
children,  to  whom  the  deep  sympathy  of 
the  Air  Corps  is  extended. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Monday, 
September  26th,  at  the  Fort  Myer  chapel, 
with  Chaplain  Ora  J.  Cohee  officiating. 
Interment,  with  full  military  honors, 
was  in  the  Arlington  Hationai  Cemetery. 
Honcoramissioned  officers  and  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Bolling  Field,  D. C. , served 
as  pallbearers. 

_„„o0o— 

KELLY  FIELD  STUDEHT  KILLED  IH  ACCIDENT 
By  the  Kelly  Field  Correspondent 

Second  Lieutenant  Robert  Fales  Lesser, 
Field  Artillery,  a student  in  the  Pur- 
suit Section  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School,  was  fatally  injured  on 
September  15,  1938,  when  his  P-12  spun 
in  and  crashed  near  the  airdrome  at 
Roswell,  New  Mexico,  while  he  was  parti- 
cipating in  a student  maintenance  flight 
preparatory  to  graduation  from  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center, _ 

Lieut.  Lesser,  a native  of  Newark, 

New  Jersey,  was  graduated  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  Military  Academy  in  June, 

1937,  and  reported  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  for  training  in  October  of  the 
same  yea^r.  Coming  to  Kelly  Field  in 
June,  1938,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Pursuit  Section  for  specialized  train- 
ing, and  would  have  graduated  from  the 
Training  Center  on  October  5th,  his 
twenty-fifth  birthday. 

Second  Lieutenant  Samuel  C.  Gurney, 

Jr, , a classmate  of  Lieut,  Lesser  at 
both  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy  and  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center,  escorted 
the  remains  to  West  Point,  N.Y. , for 
burial. 

The  entire  Air  Corps  regrets  exceed- 
ingly this  unfortunate  accident,  and 
extends  its  most  heartfelt  sympathy 
to  the  family  and  friends  of  Lieut. 
Lesser. 


Technical  Sergeant  Samuel  Byrnes,  Air 
Carps,  who  also  lost  his  life  in  the  dis- 
tressing airplane  accident  at  Burbank, 
Calif.,  on  September  21st,  was  born  in  j 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  , on  Janua^  12,  1898.  ! 

He  first  enlisted  in  the  ‘Third  Field  I 
Artillery,  May  8,  1917.  His  next  enlist- i 
|ment  was  in  the  ^Quartermaster  Corps  on  I 
September  17,  1919.  Sergeant  Hymes  en-  i 
listed  in  the  Air  Corps  on  December  21,  | 

193Q,  and  remained  continuously  in  that  ' 

-5- 


V-7860,  A.C. 


A MESSAGE  EROM  THE  CHIEE  TO  THE  CORPS 


Today,  as  I am  taking  over  duties  and  responsibilities  as  CMaf  of  Air 

Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  I want  my  first  official  expression  to  be  a tribute  to  my  able  j| 

predecessor,  Major  General  Oscar  Yfestover,  v/hose  untimely  loss  Has  been  a blow 
from  wiiicH  we  sHall  not  soon  recover.  His  service  as  an  enlisted  man,  as  a cadet 
at  West  Point  and  as  an  officer  through  all  the  grades  from  Second  Lieutenant  to 
Major  General  is  such  as  to  command  the  sincere  admiration  and  deep  respect  of 

every  military  man.  His  tremendous  accomplishments  during  his  too  brief  tour  as  i 

Chief  of  Air  Corps  speak  for  themselves.  They  are  a lasting  monnment  to  the  long 
hours  he  spent  in  their  execution.  His  honesty  of  purpose,  conplete  sincerity,  [ 
lasting  loyalty,  and  steadfast  attention  to  duty  stand  out  as  characteristics 
that  we  who  are  left  may  well  use  as  a guide,  a pattern  and  an  inspiration. 

These  qualities  made  him  outstanding  as  a man,  as  an  Army  officer,  and  as  Chief 
of  Air  Corps. 

The  present  period  in  the  history  of  our  Air  Corps  is  a trying  one  for  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  alike.  Everyone  must  put  forth  at  maximum  effort  to  meet 
the  herculean  demands  incident  to  our  expansion  program.  The  GHQ  Air  Force  has 
performed  an  efficient  and  commendable  task  of  reorganising  our  tactical  units 
and  raising  to  a high  level  their  state  of  training.  This  has  but  served  to-  em-wt 
phasize  the  urgent  need  for  more  combat  and  maintenance  crev/s.  The  air  base 
forces  must  be  greatly  increased  and  in  some  cases  created  in  order  to  properly 
operate  and  care  for  the  airplanes  now  being  produced  as  the  result  of  high  pres- ■ 
sure  work  on  the  part  of  the  Materiel  Division.  This  necessitates  that  our  : 

Training  Center,  the  Tactical  School  and  the  Technical  School  work  at  accelerated 
efficiency,  mayhap  at  longer  hours,  and  increase  their  output  without  lowering 
their  present  high  standards. 

Until  quite  recently  we  have  had  marked  superiority  in  airplanes,  engines  and  , 
accessories.  That  superiority  is  now  definitely  challenged  by  recent  develop-  i 

I 

raents  abroad.  'Tliis  means  that  our  experimental  development  programs  must  be  j 

speeded  up.  I' 

This  increased  effort  all  along  the  line  is  essential  if  we  are  to  build  up  | 
cur  tactical  units  and  supply  them  equipment  in  accordance • with  the  War  Depart- 
ment program.  We  of  the  Air  Corps  must  realize  that  these  results  can  be  obtaiii-|l 
ed  only  if  we  have  complete  accord  and  thorough  coo:  ” ' ‘ . 


Yfeshington,  D.  C. 
September  30,  1938, 


Major  u-eneral.  Air  Corp 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 
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they  take  the  hig-h  road 

By  T h e o n Wright 
By  special  permission  from  Collier's,  The  National  Weekly 


A man  had  to  die  "before  they  realized 
what  was  wrong.  And  it  was  such  a 
little  thing  that  killed  him,  too.  He 
didn' t have  enough  energy  to  pick  up  an 
oxygen  tu"be  and  shove  it  back  in  his 
mouth.  When  they  found  his  body  six 
miles  below,  he  had  strangled  for  want 
of  air. 

These  were  men  you  hardly  ever  heard 
about.  They  were  men  who  went  up  where 
the  air  was  t'hin  and  bright  and  white 
blue"  ~ where  it  was  so  cold  their  eye- 
balls froze  in  their  sockets,  and  flying 
machines  rolled  crazily  in  mid-air  like 
becalmed  ships,  suspended  between  the 
tug  of  gravity  below  and  thinning  air 
above.  Then,  blinded  and  gasping  ftr 
breath,  they  tipped  the  nose  of  the  plane 
downward  and  plunged  for  earth,  some- 
times dropping  as  much  as  five  or  six 
miles  with  their  senses  reeling  from  the 
strain  and  shock  before  they  pulled  out 
of  the  "blank. " 

You  have  heard  of  Lindbergh  and  Hughes 
and  Balchen  and  Byrd;  of  Musick,  Earhart, 
Post  and  Kingsford-Smith.  Tiiey  were  the 
ear th-ahr inkers,  who  spread  out  over  the 
four  corners  of  the  world,  bringing  them 
close  together.  But  what  of  the  men  who 
j went  up  - Schroeder,  Macreac3y,  Poulk  and 
Harris;  G-ray,  Kelly,  Souchek,  Adam  and 
Greene?  Iheir  names  ring  only  faintly 
in  the  memory.  It  wasn’t  until  one  of 
them  died  that  you  remembered  who  he  was 
or  what  he  had  been  doing  - and  even 
then  it  seemed  pretty  silly,  going  way 
up  there  where  there  were  no  living 
things,  and  where  nobody  wanted  to  live, 
anyway.  What  v/as  the  use  of  it? 

This  year  the  highest  award  in  avia- 
tion - the  Collier  Trophy,  which  goes 
not  to  that  which  is  spectacular  but  to 
that  which  is  sound  - has  recognized  the 
use  of  it.  The  trophy  has  been  awarded 
the  United  States  Army  Air  Corps  for  de- 
monstrating, for  the  first  time  in  his- 
tory, that  it  is  possible  to  travel 
safely  and  comfortably  in  the  substrato- 
sphere. 

Unsung  Heroes  of  the  Air 

The  Collier  TrophyT"  fir st  awarded  in 
1911  by  Robert  J.  Collier,  son  of  the 
founder  of  Collier's,  goes  each "year  to 
"the  greatest  achievement  in  aviation  in 
America,  the  value  of  which  has  been  de- 
monstrated by  actual  use  during  the  pre- 
ceding year."  The  names  associated  with 
it  are  the  honor  roll  of  aviation  histo- 
ry: Curtiss,  Wright,  Sperry,  Burgess, 
Loening,  Hoffman,  Reed,  Lawrence,  Martin, 
Pitcairn  and  Douglas;  the  U.S.  air  mail, 

^ the  Army's  "world  fliers,"  Pan  American's 
> transpacific  "clippers. " 

And  now  added  to  this  historic  list 
are  the  unsung  heroes  of  the  upper  air, 
men  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  who  have  labor - 


I ed  unceasingly,  and  for  the  most  part 
anonymously,  not  for  adventure  nor  dan- 
ger nor  just  to  see  if  it  could  be  done 
but  because  the  "upper  level,"  as  Col- 
lier's pointed  out  three  years  ago,  is 
where  all  of  us  will  be  flying  tomorrow. 

The  citation  reads; 

"To  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  for  having 
designed,  constructed  and  completely 
equipped  the  XC-35  substratosphere 
lane,  the  first  pressure  cabin  airplane 
0 be  flown  successfully  anywhere  in  the 
world. " 

Behind  that  somewhat  prosy  sentence  is 
a story  of  courage,  resourcefulness  and 
death.  And  in  its  last  chapter  it  is 
the  story  of  the  unflagging  persistence 
of  a small,  nervously  energetic  man  who 
started  his  career  as  a biiilder  of 
I bridges  and  would  up  as  an  airplane  de- 
1 signer  "because  it  was  work  that  needed 
I to  be  done."  His  name  is  Carl  E. Greene, 
i and  he  is  an  officer  in  the  Air  Corps 
I stationed  at  Wright  Eield.  Major  Greene 
I is  one  of  those  retiring  gentry  you  sel- 
! dom  hear  about  - but  every  time  you 
i climb  into  a big  sky-liner  you  will  be 
riding  on  wings  he  helped  to  create,  and 
when  you  step  into  the  cabin  of  a strato- 
liner  you  ?dll  be  riding  in  his  idea. 
Major  Greene  got  the  idea  quite  a few 
years  ago,  when  fliers  were  going  up  in 
open  cociipit  affairs  that  looked  like 
box  kites,  and  he  has  been  nursing  it 
along  ever  since. 

Basically,  the  idea  was  simply  to 
build  an  airtight  airplane  that  could 
fly  in  the  substratosphere,  where  the 
air  is  thin, and  pressure  is  low.  But, 
like  most  simple  ideas,  it  took  years 
to  find  out  just  what  was  needed.  At 
first  everybody  thought  the  problem  was 
merely  to  supply  oxygen  to  the  men  who 
went  up  into  the  rarefied  air  eight 
miles  above  tho  earth;  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  tho  Army  Air  Service  worked 
on  that  problem  - until  they  found  they 
were  on  the  wrong  track! 

Working^  s sur e 

As  early  a¥'  lUij’O',''  l^l^or  "RucIoTph  Schroe- 
der climbed  to  38,180  feet  in  an  open- 
cockpit  Packard-Lepere  biplane,  using  a 
tube  to  suck  oxygen  from  a tank,  "but  his 
eyeballs  froze,  his  senses  "blanked  out" 
and  he  fell  six  miles  before  he  pulled 
out  of  it  and  brought  his  plane  safely 
to  earth. 

The  next  year  John  A.  Macready,  a 
young  Array  lieutenant  at  McCook  Field, 
Ohio,  decided  to  find  the  "absolute  ceil- 
ing" - for  man  and  machine.  His  experi- 
ment was  particularly  valuable,  because 
he  wrote  a record  of  everything  that 
happened.  He  had  taped  a leather  oxygen 
mask  to  his  face  and  smeared  gelatin  - 
his  only  "de-icing"  equipment  - over  his 
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goggles.  At  35,000  feet  the  cold  hecame 
so' intense 'his  goggles  were  coated  with 
ice  and  his  eyes  began  to  freeze. ,At  . 

39.000  feet  he  had  passed  Major 
Schroeder*s  mark  and  began  to  rim  into 
real  trouble.  His  breath  froze  in,  ;the 
oxysen  tube,  clogging  it  with  ice.'  ’ He 
mauaged  to  tear  off  part  of  the  tape  on 
his  face  and  shove  in  an  emergency  tube. 
He  said  every  time  he  reached  for  some- 
thing, he  felt  "dizzy  and  faint." 

At  40,800  feet  his  .ulane  bucked  and 
refused  to  climb  any  Higher,  For  five 
minutes  it  "swung  and  rolled  in  suspen- 
sion" and  Macready  held  it  there,  pitch- 
ing and  swaying  in  the  icy  air.  Ihen, 
realizing  he  could  go  no  farther,  he 
.pulled  back  the  t'iirottle  and  tipped  the 
nose  downward  and  the  "bottom  seemed  to 
drop  out  of  the  plane  as  it  went  toward 
earth." 

Hut  it  was  the  death  of  the  Army  bal- 
loonist, Captain  Hawthorne  C.  Cray,  that 
broT^ht  h»me  the  real  problem  in  high' 
altitude  flying.  Gray  went  up  more  than 
six  miles  in  a balloon  from  Belleville, 
Illinois,  in  Hovembor,  1927,  and  died  up 
there  because  his  oxs'^gen  tube  slipp'ed 
from  his  mouth  and  he  was  too  numb  and 
blind  to  pick  it  up  again.  Tliat  started 
Array  engineers  to  thiriking  - particular- 
ly the  persistent  little  major  at  Wright 
Field.  "We  knew  we  had  to  operate  at 
high  levels,"  Major  Greene  explained, 

'I and  we  knew  that  it  v/as  up  to  us  to 
find  all  the  answers.  It  was  too  easy 
for  men  to  die  the  way  Gray  did." 

/JThy  did  they  have  to  go  up  in  the 
first  place?  There  was  not  much  to  see, 
except  a pastel-blue  sl<y  and  an  awful 
chasm  below;  and  it  doesn’t  sound  like 
very  good  sport.  The  answer  is  that  the 
best  flying  conditions  to  be  found  -any- 
where - smooth  air,  increased  speed,  few 
storms,  no  icing  hazards,  perfect  radio 
reception  - are  above  25,000  feet.  Al- 
though the  Army  does  not  make  a practice 
of  revealing  any  of  the  military  uses  it 
will  make  of  "upper-level  operation"  - 
the  official  Army  term  for  high  flying  - 
it  is  pretty  obvious  what  the  fa.ctors 
are.  Bombers  would  have  greater  speed 
for  approach  and  escape,  and  would  also 
be  conpar8.tively  free  from  antiaircraft 
fire  in  the  upper  levels.  Modern  anti- 
aircraft guns  have  little  "aim  effective- 
ness" above  15,000  feet.  A projectile 
requires  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five 
seconds,  depending  on  the  angle  at  which 
it  is  fired,  to  reach  the  20,000-foot 
level,  and  in  that  time  it  is  possible 
for  the  target  to  veer  away  from  the 
trajectory  of  the  shell. 

Altitude  flight  tests  showed  that 'hu- 
man beings  begin  , to  show  the'  effects  of 
thinning  air • at  10,000  feet.  Above 

15.000  feet  there  is  a definite  need  for 
aid  to  respiration.  At  28,000  feet  the 
need  for  oxygen  is  acute,  and  for  years 
it  was  supposed  oxygen  taken  into  the 
mouth  by  a tube  or  through  a mask  was 


sufficient.  But  at  35,000  feet  other 
things  begin  to  happen.  The  blood 
starts  to  "bubble."  There,  is,  a certain 
amo-'jnt  of.  nitrogen  in  solution  in  the 
human  blood'  at  all  times,  and  when  out- 
side pressure  suddenly  is  reduced,  the 
effect  is  like  pulling  a cork  out  of  a 
champagne  bott].e.  ®ie  nitrogen  col- 
lects as  particles  of  free  gas  in  the 
blood  stream,  and  these  tiny  bubbles  may 
find  their  way  to  brain  cells  or  into 
the  spinal  fluid,  where  they  are  likely 
to  bring  on  convulsions,  paralysis  or 
. even  death.  As  the  outside  pressure  de- 
creases  there  is  a"pull"  on  the  surface 
of  the  body.  Above  43,000  feet  no  hu- 
man can  think  and  act  rationally  and  re-  : 
liably  in  the  open  air,  even  with  the 
use  of  oxygen.  It  becomes  apparent  that 
pressure,  not  oxygen,  was  the  problem 
to-be  solved. 

The  first  attempt  to  solve  this  prob- 
lem was  a contrivance  known  as  a "pres- 
sure suit,"  a sort  of  supercharged  pair 
of  overalls,  made  airtight  by  the  use 
of  rubberized  parachute  silk,  with  an 
aluminum  helmet.  Oxygen  was  fed, into 
the  helmet  and  air  pumped  into  the  suit. 
V/iley  Post  brought  one  of  these  suits  i 
to  Wright  Field  in  1934,  and  an  emergen- 
cy  squad  from  the  Dayton  police  depart-  [ 
ment  - was  called  out,  with  pulmotor,  axes  i 
and  saws,  to  stand  by  ready  to  rescue  j 
Wiley  if  it  became  necessary  during  the 
pumping -up  tests.  He  wore  the  suit  on  | 
his  first-  attempted  "stratosphere  A 

flight"  in  1935,  and  an  interesting  | 
scene  took  place  when  he  made  a forced 
landing  near  a desert  town  in  Califor- 
nia. Post  pancaked  his  plane  on  Muroc 
dry  lake,  walked  out  in  his  "Man  from  I 
Mars"  haberdashery  and  scared  the  Cali-  i 
fornia  natives  out  of-  a few  years' 
growth. 

A Problem  of  Compression 

It  was”bviousi  that  the  pressure  suit, 
at  best,  would,  take  care  of  only  one 
person,  and  the  Army  engineers  hardly 
Cared  to  envision  the  spectacle  of  a 
crew  of  a bombing  plane,  clad  in  pumped 
up  stratosphere  clothing,  waddling 
around  the  ..  inside  of  the  ship  attached 
.by  hoses  to  oxygen  tanks  and  air  blow- 
ers. So,  while  the  fliers  with  their 
tin-can  helmets  a.nd  pumped-up  clothing  j 
were  pushing  the  "absolute  ceiling"  ■ 

above  50,000  feet,  the  Air  Corps  went  ' 

into  action  on  the  problem  of  building 
a non-leakable  cabin  that  would  maintain 
low-level  pressure  during  high-level  op- 
eration. Fortunately,  at  all  altitude’s  i 
the  percentage  cf  p:^gen  in.  the,-a-tmos-  j 
^phere  is  almost  constant'.  The  problem 
Was’. to  'compress  the  air  to  low-level  ; 
density.  ; 

It  wasn't  as  easy  as  it  sounds.  Back 
in  1919  the  Army  Air  Service  had  tried 
out  the  "pressure  cabin"  idea  with  a ill 
sealed  tank  in  the  cockpit  of  a DeHavi- 
land  observation  plane.  Lieutenant  ;1 
Harold  Harris  went  up  in  it,  and  when  he  'ij 
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came  dom  his  face,  seen  through  the 
vrindow  of  the  tank,  was  streaming  with 
perspiration  and  as  red  as  a hoiled 
lobster.  He  gest-ured  frantically  at  the 
instr-ument  panel.  It  showed  a tempera- 
ture of  150  degrees  above  zero  and  an 
^'altitude"  of  9,000  feet  below  sea  level! 
The  pressure  control  gadgets,  Harris  ex- 
plained, had  leaked. 

Two  other  nations  tried  unsuccessfully 
to  build  a pressure  cabin  plane  - France 
in  1932'  and  Belgium  in  1936.  The  French 
lane,  a Farman  two-seator,  went  up 
3,000  feet  and  started  to  come  apart, 
and  the  Belgian  plane,  a 20-passenger 
Renard  R-35,  never  completed  its  tests. 
The  problem  included  ^‘skin  leaks"  in  the 
shell  of  the  cabin,  danger  of  the  cabin 
blowing  up  under  pressure,  the  difficul- 
ty of  sealing  doors,  windows  and  holes 
through  which  control  wires  and  rods 
must  pass. 

Outwitting  the  Elements 
But  finding  answers  to  tricky  aero- 
nautical problems  was  Major  Greene’s 
dish.  He  had  been  at  them  ever  since  he 
joined  the  Jkrmy  (in  order  to  play  hockey 
with  the  Seventh  Regiment  hockey  team  in 
New  York)  years  before  the  war.  He  had 
initiated  the  design  of  the  "monoplane 
wing"  that  was  applied  to  the  Mar'tin 
bomber,  which  won  the  Collier  Trophy  in 
1932.  That  wing  revolutionized  airplane 
building  and  ended  the  era  of  "kite" 
planes.  If  you  look  out  of  the  window 
^ if  any  Boeing,  Douglas  or  Lockheed  skj’-- 
’ liner  of  today,  you  will  see  something 
.of  Major  Greene’s  handiwork  in  the  wing 
that  is  holding  you  up. 

After  doping  out  what  was  wanted, 

Maj®r  Greene  went  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Oliver  P.  Echols,  chief  engineer  at 
Wright  Field,  and  laid  his  plan  before 
him.  It  was  to  build  a hermetically 
sealed  airplane  that  would  enable  pass- 
engers and  crew  to  ride  in  the  substra- 
tosphere with  all  the  comforts  of  sea- 
level  flying.  Colonel  Echols  dug  out  an 
appropriation  from  the  Air  Corps  allot- 
I meht  and  Brigadier  General  A.W.  Robins, 
of  the  materiel  division,  supplied  labo- 
I ratories.  It  was  all  in  the  day's  work 
i to  the  Air  Corps  - another  routine  prob- 
' lem  to  be  solved  - but  Major  Greene  knew 
he  had  aviation  history  by  the  tail. 

He  called  in  Dr.  John  E.  Younger  of 
i the  University  of  California,  who  had 
worked  with  him  years  before  designing 
; the 'taonocoque, " or  shell-type  cabin. 

, Theoretically,  their  problem  was  to  ap- 
I ply  theories  of  air  cooling  and  building 
i heating  that  had  been  in  use,  in  one  way 
i or  another,  ever  since  the  first  cave 
I man  began  fanni^  himself  in  summer  and 
I building  fires  in  his  cave  in  winter, 
j There  is  a pressure  of  about  14.7  pounds 
1 per  square  inch  at  sea  level,  and  at 
y 30,000  feet  it  is  4.4  pounds.  By  pun^- 
'Kng^air  under  pressure  in  the  sealed 
cabin  with  a supercharger,  or  "blower," 
the  pressure  difference  could  be  equaliz- 


ed. Then,  by  use  of  a pressure  regula- 
tor and  a discliarge  valve  to  let  out  the 
air,  a constant  supply  of  Grade-A  sea- 
level  air  would  flow  into  the  cabin. 

By  the  spring  of  1937  they  had  com- 
pleted the  preliminary  stuff,  and  were 
ready  for  the  main  event.  The  new  plane 
had  Deen  ordered  from  the  Lockheed  plant 
at  Burbank,  California.  It  was  similar 
to  the  Lockheed  Electra  but  built  ac- 
cording to  Aripy  specif iqations.  "The 
plane  was  ferried  to  Wright  Field  to  be 
tested  for  leaks  — and.here  Old  Man 
Disaster  seemed  to  have  put  another  "X 
marks  the  spot"  on  the  record  of  pres- 
sure-cabin flying. 

As  the  big  silver  cocoon  was  pumped 
up,  it  began,  to  hiss,  then  squeal  like 
a thousand  peanut  whistles.  ^Yforlonen 
silently  edged  tov/ard  the  exits.  Even 
Major  Greene  regarded  his  baby  a bit 
gingerly.  Then  he  ordered  the  pumping 
to  stop  and  crawled  inside  the  big 
metal  shell  - and  signaled  for  the 
pumps  to  start  again.  The  leaks  were 
found  and  repaired. 

By  midsummer  the  XC-35  was  ready  for 
its  maiden  flight  into  the  substrato- 
sphere. Captain  Alfred  H,  Johnson, "a 
veteran  Army  flier,  v/as  picked  to  fly 
it.  There  was  even  a "brain  tester"  - 
Dr,  Harold  G.  Armstrong  of  the' Wright 
Field  physiological  research  laboratory- 
to  test  the  effect  of  high  flying  on  the 
minds  of  the  pilot  and  crew.  With  Major 
Greene  and  four  members  of  the  crew 
huddled  in  the  sealed  cabin  they  took 
off  - with  a stack  of  oxygen  bulbs 
standing  between  them  and  suffocation  if 
things  went  wrong.  At  12,000  feet  the 
superchargers  were  turned  on. 

The  plane  climbed  to  28,000  feet  - 
still  with  no  osQTgen  being  used.  Cap- 
tain Johnson  then  swung  it  dov/n  and 
landed,  completing  the  first  substrato- 
sphere flight  on  record  without  using  an 
ounce  of  oxygen.  Tests  were  conducted 
throughout  the  summer  and  fall  at  all 
levels  from  the  ground  up  to  33,000 
feet. 

On  February  3,  1938,  the  XC-35  prepar- 
ed to  make  its  first  "passenger  flight". 
A take-off  was  scheduled  from  Chicago  at 
midiiiglit;  the  plane  was  bound  for  Boll- 
ing Field,  near  Y/ashington,  with  Louis 
A.  Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
as  the  passenger  - and  the  flight  was 
to  go  regardless  of  weather,  to  prove 
that  it  could  be  done.  Ten  minutes  af- 
ter the  take-off  the  'big  strato-liner 
ran  into  an  electric  storm  go  intense 
that  it  picked  up  a halo  of  sparks  along 
the  leading  edge  of  the  wing.  Climbing 
at  the  rate  of  300  feet  a minute,  the 
monoplane  soared  up  to  22,000  feet  and 
oyer  the  storm. . _ Traveling  through  the 
night  at- a 200-mile  clip,  it  roared  on- 
wardand  landed  at  Bolling,  completing 
a flight  that  would  have  been  suicid© 
for  an  ordinary  air-liner  traveling  at 
ordinary  flying  levels. 
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At  tlie  Gonclusion  of  tlie  tests,  the 
Air  Corps  announced  that  the  experiment 
was  a success  and  that  the  strato~liner 
could  he  duplicated  hy  any -established 
commercial  aircraft  factory  in  the  coun- 
try. The  Air  Corps  was  then  invited  to 
submit  its  data  to  the  Collier  Trophy 
committee,  headed  by  Major  J.H.  (Jimmy) 
Doolittle. , ' ■ ' . 

To  a hew  Era  of  Flying 

Majtr  Greene  was  called  before  the 
committee  to  tell  about  the  Array  Air 
C*rps*  XC-35  - and  he  began  by  forget- 
ting his  speech!  He  laid  a bundle  of^ 
data  on  the  committee .table  and  explain- 
ed, with  some  embarrassment,  that  he  had 
'•prepared  some  notes,  but  forgot  to 
bring  them.  '•  , _ . . x-, 

•’Hever  mind  that,**  Doolittle  said_ with 
a grin.  "We’re  pretty  hard-boiled  in 
here  — we  don’t  go  in  much,  for  speeches.** 

Major  Greene  left  the  room  feeling 
that  he  had  failed.  But  the  committee 
wasn’t  composed  of  -oratorical  experts. 

It  was  made  up  of  air-minded  men  - Major 
J.H.  Doolittle;  Dr.  George  W.  Lewis,  di- • 
rector  of  aeronautical  research  for  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  for  .A.eronaut- 
ics;  S.  Paul  Johnston,  editor  of  Avia- 
tion; Leighton  Rogers-,  president  of  the 
Aeronautical  Chamber  of  Commerce;  T.P, 
Wright;  Henry  B.  Dapont;  E.R.  Stettinius, 
Jr,  ; ?Jilliam  B.  Mayo,  and  Edward  P. 
Warner, 

When  the  committee  came  out  of  the 
huddle,  the  men  of  the  Army  Air  Corps 
had  won  the  verdict.  They  had  started^ 
out  to  solve  a problem  of  military  effi- 
ciency and  turned  in  test  results  that 
pointed  the  way  to  a new  era  of  flying. 
And  they  had,  incidentally,  vindicated  ■ 
the  heroism  of  those  ea.rly_ pioneers  of 
the  upper  air  who  went  up  in  box-kite 
flying  machines,  risking  death  or  dis- 
ablement in  the  cold  and  lifeless  atmos- 
phere of  upper  space,,  so  that  a later  , 
generation  of  engineers  could  solve 
their  problem. 

— oOo 


SEVENTH  BOMBARDMENT  GROUP  IN  MANEUVERS 


AIRPLANE  PROVES  TOO ' TOUGII ' FOR  CARABAOS 


Tough  as  a Carabao  may  be,  horns  and 
all,  though  he  may  be  ‘*King**  of  the 
buffalo  and  resent  the  white  man,  he 
must  still  take  the  count  of  nine  v/hen 
he  attempts  to  toss  a P-26  over  his  back 
with  those  beautiful  horns  so  character- 
istic of  the  water  Buffalo.  So  sayeth 
Second  Lieutenant  Cecil  S.  Combs,  Air 
Corps,  who,  much  to  his  surprise, ■ saw 
too  late  a couple  of  these  animals  as  he 
was  making  a night  landing  on  the  air- 
drome at  Nichols  Field,  P.I.  The  Cara- 
baos had  evidently  been  attracted  by  the 
floodlights,  but  being  too  bashful  re- 
mained in  the  shadows  outside  the  range 
of  the  floodlights.  Result:  they  took 
the  count  of  nine.  Lieut.  Combs  was  not 
injured  and  the  P -2 6 Pursuit  plane  was 
slightly,  damaged. 


The  7th  Bombardment  Group  of  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif..,,  commanded  by  Major  Dale 
V.  Gaffney-,  Air-Corps,  and  consisting  of 
15  B-18  airplanes,  37  officers -and^ 100 
enlisted  men^  was  based  at  Felts  Field, 
Spokane,  Washington,  during  the  maneuver 
period  from  August  8th  to  15th,  1938. 

Tlie  objectives  of.  the  maneuver,  as a 
whole  were  many.  It  was  planned  prima- 
rily for  the  exercise  to  serve  as  -a  test 
to  determine  .'the  state  of  training  of  . 
combat  and  service  personnel  and  units,- 
in  conjunction  with  attest  of ;the  ade- 
quacy of  present  tactical  equipment. ^By 
the  scheduling- of  long  range  reconnais- 
sance missions,  an  opportunity  would. be 
afforded  for  familiarizing  the  personnel 
with  the  terrain  and  available  military 
facilities  throughout  the  Pacific. North- 
west area. 

By  dint  of  pre-maneuver  preparations, 
the . concentration  of  airplanes  and  per- 
sonnel at  the  Group’s  operating  airdrome 
Felts  Field,  was  expeditiously  effected 
on  the  afternoon  of  August  8th. 

On  the  morning  of  August  9th, _ the 
Group  participated  in  a reconnaiss-mce 
of  the  principal  cities  and  airdromes 
within  the  operating  area.  On  the  lol- 
l^'wing  day,  the  Group  employed  six  cir- 
planee  in  a bombing  mission  three  miles 
off  Cape  Flattery,  the  targets  being 
alumin-um  slicks. 

The  entire  Group,  consisting^ of  15 
airplanes,  took  part  in_a  bombing  de- 
monstration at  Fort  Letfis,  Washington, 
on  August  11th.  Silhouette  targets  one 
mile  east  of  the  field  were  bombed  from 
a high  altitude  with  300-pound  practice 
bombs.  The  demonstration^ was  said  to 
have  been  very  effective  in  displaying 
capabilities  of  the  Air  Force  to  the 
civilian  populace. 

The  mission  on  August  12th  was  a long 
range  reconnaissance, and  assembly  prob- 
lem. The  flight  covered  a sizeable 
amount  of  territory  in  the  States  cf 
.Washington,  Idaho,  and  M<^ntana,  and  was, 
in  effect,  an  excellent  familiarization 
flight. 

The  entire  day  of  Sunday,  August  14th, 
was  turned  over  to  visitors,  who  were 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
inspect  the  airplanes  and  equipment. 

Evacuation  and  return  to  Hamilton 
Field  on  Monday,  August  15th,.  concluded 
the  Wing  Maneuver.  Valuable  assistance 
and  cooperation  were  rendered  by  the 
National  Guard  and  Chambers  of  Commerce 
of  that  section. 

oOo 
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Master  Sergeant  Edcil  C.  Maxwell,  rf 
Flight. B,  16th  Observation  Squadron., 

Fort  Benning,  Ga, , was  appointed  a War-  I . 
ran-t  Officer  in  the  U.  S,  Array,  effectiv^, 
October  1,  1938.  He  will  be  assigned  tri' 
duty  with  the  Air  Corps  in  the  Panama  i 
Canal  Department.  j 
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msw  omoFBs  ros  the  ahmt  air  corps 

The  War  Derpartment  recently  aonounoed  the  ap- 
pointment of  188  second  lieutenants  in  the  Air 
Co2?ps,  Regular  Anxy,  as  of  October  1,  1938. 
These  appointments  are  the  result  of  corcpeti- 
tive  examinations  among  Air  Corps  Reserve  offi- 
cers who  are  now  or  have  "been  recently  on  ex- 
tended active  duty  with  .the  Air  Corps. 

Of  these  188  new  officers,  31  are  assigned  to 
Langley  Field,  Va.  J 23  to  Ivl^ch  Field,  Calif.  I 
21  to  Barksdale  Field,  La. ; 16  to  Randolph 
Field,  Texas;  13  to  the  Hawaiian  Department;  11 
to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. ; 10  to  Mitchel  Field, 
N.Y.;  9 to  Hamilton  Field,  Calif.;  7 each  to 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  the  Panaira  Canal  Depart- 
ment; 3 each  to  Moffett  Field,  Calif. i Marshall 
Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas;  and  Brooks  Field, 
Texas;  2 each  to  Scott  and  Chanute  Fields  in 
Illinois;  and  one  each  to  Bolling  Field,  D.C. ; 
Fort  Knox,  Ky* ; Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Coronado, 
Calif. , and  the  Philippine  Department. 

The  station  assigiments  of  these  newcomers 
in  the  coiimissioned  piloting  ranks  of  the  Air 
Corps:,  Regular  Army,  are  indicated  ly  nijmerals, 
the  key  to  which  is  given  below  the  list  of 
names,  viz: 


Francis  Henry  liacd.uff  (lOi 
Harold  Lewis  Jones  (lO) 

Arman  Peterson  (l) 

Herbert  M.  West,  Jr.  (l) 
Francis  Dodge  Shoemaker  (lO) 
Alvin  Eoubal  Luedecke'^(l4) 
Henry  Russell  %)icer  (l6) 
Willard  Van  Deman  Brown  (l) 
William  Ray  Boutz  (l6) 
William  Haldane  Councill  (l6) 
Kenneth  Ray  Kreps  (ll) 

Peter  Havens  Remington  (lO) 
Patrick  William  iviclnt^’re  (11) 
Donald  William  Haa'-rian  * 


Brockton,  Mass- 
Bath,  Pa. 
Flagstaff,  Ariz. 
San  imtonio,  Texas 
Bethesda,  Md. 
El  Dorado,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Dallas,  Texas 
Deming,  N.M. 
Ingomar,  Pa. 
Riverside,  Calif. 
Watertown,  N.Y. 

Chicago,  111. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Blaine  Ballif  Canpbell  (s)  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


Morris  Henry  Shedd  il4) 
Kermit  Arthur  Tyler  (iS) 
Mayhue  Delbert  Blaine  * 
Howard  Fish  Nichols  (l9) 
Philip  Beeton  Klein  * 
Marion  Malcolm  (l6) 

Fred'k  Lavorance  Moore  (l3) 
Charles  Salen  Iferion  (lO) 
Ben  Ivan  Funk  (ll) 

Follett  Bradley,  Jr.  (6) 


Richard  William  Simons  ^lO) 
James  Britt  Lea.gue.Jr.  ^.9) 
John  l^encer  Hardy  (l) 
Thomas  Scott  Algert  * 

Harry  Louis  Dordcht  (l4) 
Charles  H.  Stockdale  (s) 
Ladson  G.  Eskridge, Jr.  (l4) 
Francis  Harry  Matthews  (?) 
lyder  Waldo  Finn  (?) 

Robert  Franklin :Hardy  (ll) 
William  Waring  Miller  * 
Raul  Wietzel  Zehrung  (iS) 
Arthur  Jenkins  Pierce  fs) 

, Robert  Francis  Worden  (s) 

^ Roy  William  Osborn  (s) 
James  Bradford  Baker  (l8) 
William  Grover  Berm  (lO) 
Herbert  Reed  Volin  (?) 


Belleville,  111. 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 
Cranford,  N.J. 
Newark , K.  J . 
Dallas,  Texas 
Iowa  City,  Iowa 
Fillmore,  Calif. 
Detroit , l\&ch. 
Wray,  Colo. 
Moffett  Field,  Calif. 


West  Plains,  Mb. 
Greenville,  S.C. 
Logansport,  La. 
La  Jolla,  Calif. 

Glencoe,  Mnn. 
Ivbrgantown,  W.  Va. 
Newberry,  S.C. 
Houston,  Texas 
McCoy,  Oregon 
Flint,  Mich..- 
San  Diego,  Calif. 
Dayton,  Ohio 
iifontague,  iviass. 

Santa  Fe,  N.M. 
Hankinson,  N.D. 
Bird  Island,  Mirm. 
Washington,  Pa. 
Pittsfield,  Mass. 


Allan  Thomas  Bennett  (19 
Henry  G.  Thorne,  Jr.  (l9, 

Wm.  Albert  Hatcher, Jr.  (ll) 
Baskin  E.  Lawrence,  Jr.  (9) 
Sam  Philippe  Triffy  (9) 

Earl  Bernard  Yoimg  ^9) 

Robert  Alva  Ping  (9  j 
William  Manon  Reid  (9) 

James  Thomas  Connally  (ll) 
Jack  Lincoln  Schoch  (lO) 
Bernard  Adolf  Schriever  • 
Harold  Ernest  'Watson  (9) 

Cy  Wilson  (l6) 

Craven  Clark  Rogers  (l) 
Ti'illiam  Lewis  Curiy  (9) 

Audrin  Eotha  Walker  (8) 

Calvin  Ely  Peeler  (l4) 

James  Oldham  Ellis  ^ 

S'^/en  Harold  Ecklund  (ll) 
Robert  Kay  Martxn  (l) 

John  Beverly  lAontgcmery  (9) 
Jolin  Hitt  Eakin  (9)  . 

John  Allen  Way  (6) 

James  Ferguson  (l) 

William  Brewer  Eeese  (16) 
Joseph  Frederick  Hunker  (9) 
Martin  Ansel  Bat^nan  (?) 
Robert  Curtis  Sexton  (lO) 
William  Bell  David  (9) 

Robert  Francis  Burnhani(l6) 
Clyde  Box  ( 11) 

Ed^vard  William  Ketcham  (ll) 
Chris  H.Wiiu  Rueter  (9) 

Horace  Armor  Shepard  (iS) 

Don  Lo’uis  Wilhelm,  Jr.  (l9) 
Herbert  Morgan,  Jr.  (9) 
Fraiklin  Kendall  Paul  (l4) 

Ben  Allen  Mason,  Jr.  (8) 
Raleigh  Hunter  Macklin  * 

Graeme  Stevrart  Bond  (?) 

Marcus  Fleming  Cooper* 

Raymond  Victor  Sch-vvanbeck  (ll) 
Robert  Melville  Caldwell  (l9) 
Joseph  A.bbott  Thomas  (?) 
Elbert  David  Reynolds  (ll) 
Ralph  Sheldon  Carman  (19) 
Ernest  F.  Waclcwitz  ,Jr.  1,16) 
Marvin  Christian  Dernier  * 

Cecil  Hampton  Childre  (l6) 
Jacob  Jerval  Brogger  (9) 

Irvine  Alfred  Eendle  (ll) 
Junius  Waldo  Deniiison, Jr.  (S) 
James  Linn  Travis  (ll) 

Fra.nlc  C.  Parker,  Jr.  (9) 


Wilmington,  Del. 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
■ Detroit,  Mich. 
Seneca,  S.C. 
Niles,  Chic 
Sidney,  Neb. 
St.  Louis,  I-b. 
Albany,  Ga. 
Waco, , Texas 
New  Ulm,  Minn. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Farmington,  Conn. 
Hearne,  Texas 
Galveston,  Texas 
Raleigh,  N.C. 
Pasadena,  Calif. 
Corona,  Calif. 
Berwyn,  111. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Dayton,  Chic 
Spar  tanbur g , S.C. 
Natick,  Mass. 
Prague,  Qkla. 
Wliit  tier,  Calif . 


Wyoming,  N.J. 


Ernest  WUlbur  Keating  (l) 
George  Sutton  Brewer  (?) 
Irving  Lewis  Branch  (?) 
George  Wilson  Hazlet-t  (9) 

Roy  Edward  Warren  (?) 

James  R.  DuBose,  Jr.  (6) 
Arthur  Chas.  Carl son, Jr.  (il) 
William  Eades  (S) 

Donald  Wn.  Eisehhart  (l6) 

Sam  Maddux,  Jr.  (l4) 

Karl  Lewis  Poliflca  (l3) 

Robert  Reed  Stewart  (9) 
William  Klahr  McNovm  (§) 

Ted  Sinclair  Faulloier  (S) 

John  Howard  Payne  (6) 

Robert  William  r^der  (4) 
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West  Point,  Neb. 

Camden,  S. C. 
Las  Cruces,  N.M. 
Calho\m,  Ga. 
Battle  Creek,  Ifich. 
Nevada,  Texas 
Madison,  S.D. 
Waco,  TexcoS 
Mobile,  Ala.. 

Bryan,  Chic 
Freedom,  Pa. 
Marriottsville  ,Mi. 
Houston,  Texas 
Miami , Fla. 
Ciiicago,  111. 
Alameda,  Calif. 
Ash  Fork,  Ariz. 
Madison,  T/is. 
Vinton,  Va. 
Beaumont,  Texas 
Whittier,  Calif. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
’Jilliamsport,  Pa. 
Weslaco,  Texas 
Butterfield,  Miim. 
Rawlins,  Vfyo. 
Cjai,  Calif. 
Portland,  Cre. 
Norristown,  Pa. 
Blackwell , Texas 
Arcadia,  La. 
Glenbrook,  Conn. 

Tarentim,  Pa. 
Biimingham,  Ala. 
Aiken,  S.C. 
Jerome:,  Ariz. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Culbertson,  Neb. 
Lawton,  Ckla. 
Watsonville,  Calif. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Lawrence,  Kans. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Austin,  Texas 
Minneapol i s , Minn. 
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Wilbur  Danner  Can^  (l)  Arlington,  Texas 

Morris  Pelham  (l)  Anniston,  Ala. 

Avelin  Paul  Tacon,Jr.  (l)  Mobile,  Ala. 

Conrad  Joe  Herlick  (ll)  San  Bernardino,  Calif. 
Evart,  Wilbur  Hedlund  * LaGrange,  111. 

Paial  Franklin  Helmick  (lO)  Corvallis,  Ore. 

John  Marks  Ferris  (6)  Detroit,  Mich, 

Eobert  Loughery  Johnston  (l6)  Bellevue,  Pa. 


11) 


James  John  Eoberts,Jr. 

Lloyd  Atwood  Walker, Jr. 
Arthur  ?fo.  Sclrraitt.Jr. 

Norris  Perry  (s) 

Kenneth  Ray  Ivfertin  (iS) 
Maurice  Edward  Glaser  (l?) 
Leroy  Alex  Eainey  (S) 

Francis  Sastham  Brenner  (l) 
Sdvar  Milton  Wittan  (s) 
Robert  F.  Strickland  (l) 
Ansley  Watson  * 

Edwcird  Gerald  Hillery  (9 
Thorre-s  Ev/ing  Margrave  (9 
Bela  Alan  Harcos  (9) 

Henry  Ovide  Bordelon  (ll) 
Edward  Lev/is  Reid  (iS) 

Clyde  Chas.  Harris,  Jr.  (l) 
Jean  Rogers  Byerly  (ll) 
Herman  Francis  Lowery  (l) 
Boyd  David  ’Jagner  (l9) 

Edward  George  Kiehl* 

Earl  Eugene  Bates,  Jr.  (?) 
Arch  Graham  Can^ibell , Jr.  (l) 
David  Wade  (iS) 

J.  Francis  Taylor,  Jr.  (l9) 
Ed-vjard  W.  Maschmeyer  (iS) 
Neel  Earnest  Kearby  (l9) 
Leonard  Muir  Eohrbough  * 

Ray  Hamilton  tiartin  ^3) 
Fred'k  John  Sutterlin  (l) 
Murray  Alston  Byv'jater  (ll) 
Delmer  Edward  Wilson  (ll) 
Joshua  T.  Winstead,  Jr.  * 
Charles  Duncan  Jones  (l) 
Ernest  Haywood  Beverly  (9) 
Jess  Anders  Smith  * 

George  Edward  Schaetzel  (ll 
Frederic  Grenville  Huish  (5 
Claude  Edwin  Putnam,  Jr.  (l 
Donald  Root  Strother  * 

Dale  Leroy  Anderson  (9) 
Eugene  Carl  Woltz  (iS) 
Kenneth  Wilbur  Lawver 
Elliott  Hartley  Heed  (l2) 
Frank  Edv/in  Rouse  (l6) 
Riclaard  Frederick  Lorenz 
Vernon  Lake  Stintzi  (s) 
Clarence  T.  Sdwinson  (iS) 
Theodore  S.  Proxmire,Jr. 
James  Carroll  Cochran  (?) 
Richard  P.  Schumacher  (?) 
Arthur  Harold  Rogers  (9) 


East  Orange,  N.J. 
Los  Angeles,'  Calif. 

ifcidison,  N.J. 
Sedro-Wooley,  Wash. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Coronado,  Calif. 
Oalc  Park,  111. 
Waterville,  Kans. 
Portage,  Pa. 
Clio,  Ala. 
Burbanlc , Calif. 
Boonton,  N.J. 
Gordon,  Neb. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
biafksville,  La. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Estes  Park,  Colo. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Johnstown,  Pa. 
Brownsville,  Texas 
Winnetka,  111. 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  | 
Minden,  La.  i 
Col''Jmbus , Ind.  ! 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  "1 
Dallas , Texas  i 
Roselle,  N.J.  i 
Austin,  Texas  j 
Miami  Springs,  Fla.  j 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  | 
Ephrata,  Wash.  I 
La  Grange,  111. 
Jackson,  Miss. 
Laurinbxrrg,  N.C. 
Oakland,  Calif. 

J Alhambra,  Calif. 

) Berkeley,  Calif. 

) Jacksboro,  Texas 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
West  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Xfichita,  Kans. 
Freeport,  111. 
Perry  Point,  A^Id. 
Pullman,  Wash. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chester,  lovra, 
Topeka,  Kans. 
Lake  Fores't,  111. 
Riverside,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Raleigh,  N.C. 
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Vvhitmell  Tompkins  Risen  (l)  Chatham,  Va 
Donald  Ellis  Ridings  * Oakland,  Calif. 
Leslie  Ethridge  Martin  * Midlothian,  Texas 
.Preston  Patton  Pender  ( 9)  Hendersonville,  N.C. 


Gwen  Grover  Atkinson  (l) 
Harold  Micbeal  Keeffe  (l2) 
Charles  Wesseler  Eicking  (9) 
Harry  Willson  iiarkey  * 

Henry  Clay  Godman  (s) 

Howell  Galen  Crank  (4) 


Lufkin,  Texas 
Adams,  Wis. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Honolulu,  T.H. 
Tulsa,  Okla. 
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John  Harold  Cheatwcod  (2) 
Thomas  Kerns'  Hampton  * 
Francis  B.  Gallagher  (ll) 
Clarence  Kinney  Longacre  (9) 
Vi4n.  Eenolds  Stark  (s) 


Huston,  La. 
San  Marino,  Calif*  . 

El  Paso,  Texas, 
■"■illiamsport,  Pa. 
Starkville,  Ivliss. 


( 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12, 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


Unassigned 


Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Bolling  Field,  D. C. 

Brooks  Field,  Texas 
Chanute  Field,  111. 

Fort  Knox,  Ky, 

Hamilton  Field,  Calif. 

Hawaiian  Department 
Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Langley  Field,  Va. 

Mitchel  Field,  L.I.,  New  York 
March  Field,  Calif. 

Marshall  Field,  Fort  Riley,  Kans. 
Moffett  Field,  Calif. 

Panama  Canal  Department 
Philippine  Department 
Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Rockwell  Air  Depot,  Calif. 

Scott  Field,  Belleville,  111. 
Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 


Of  the  above  listed  neTrly  appointed  Air  Corps 
Officers,  27  hail  from  the  State  of  California, 
25  from  Texas,  13  from  Pennsylvania,  11  from 
Illinois,  6 each  from  Alabama,  New  Jersey, 

South  Carolina  and  Washington,  and  5 each  from 
Louisiana,  Iviassachusetts,  Michigan  and  Minne- 
sota.  The  reicaining  States  are  represented  by 
less  than  five  officers.  ^ 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  , leads  the  cities  repre-^ 
sented  by  the  new  officers  with  five,  followed^ 
by  Dallas,  Texas;  Chicago,  111.;  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utaii,  and  Detroit,  Mich,  , with  three 
each.  None  of  the  other  cities  represented 
are  credited  mth  more  than  two  of  the  offi- 


cers. 


~ — oOo 


GAS  MODEL  CONTEST  AT  KELLY  FIELD 


The  Southvrest  Ivbdel  Plane  Association  meet, 
held  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on 
September  4th,  under  the  auspices  of  the  San 
Antonio  Gas  Model  Airplane  Club,  provided  a 
highly  entertaining  week-end  for  some  4,000 
spectators,  as  well  as  for  personnel  stationed 
at  Kelly  i’ield. 

Seventy  participants  from  the  States  of 
Texas,  Louisiana  and  Oklahojm  competed  in  vari- 
ous events,  which  began  at  8:00  a. m.  and  lasted 
■until  6:00  o-m. 

Prizes,  awarded  by  several  San  Antonio  busi- 
ness firms,  v/ere  presented  the  mnners  of  con- 
tests, performance  and,  ingenuity  of  design  be- 
ing stressed.  The  winner  of  the  endurance  con- 
test vras  awarded  a ro'und  trip  by  air  to  New 
York  by  Captain  Eddie  Rickenbacker,  President 
of  Eastern  Air  Lines. 

oOo — - 


During  the  month  of  August,  the  Engineering 
Department  of  the  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Dure 
Held,  Texas,  overhauled  a total  of  13  air- 
planes and  62  engines,  and  repaired  54  airplane 
and  11  engines. 


<] 
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PEOMDTIOH  OF  AIR  COWS  WONCOMCL SSIONED  OFFICERS 


Effective  September  17,  1938,  forty  Air  Corps 
noncomnissioned  officers  received  promotions  t>y 
virtue  of  the  additional  grades  and  ratings  pro- 
vided incident  to  the  recent  increase  in  the  au- 
thorized strength  of  the  Air  Corps.  Three  First 
Sergeants  and  twelve  Technical  Sergeants  were 
promoted  to  the  grade  of  Ifester  Sergeant,  and 
28  Staff  Sergeants  to  the  grade,  of  Technical 
Sergeant.  Last  on  the  list  of  Staff  Sergeants 
who  were  promoted  was  Samuel  Hymes,  stationed 
at  Bolling  Field,  D.C. , who  with  General  Oscar 
Westover,  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  died  in  the 
unfortunate  airplane  accident  at  Burhahk, 

Calif.  , on  Septerdber  2lst, 

The  names  of  the  promoted  noncommissioned 
officers  are  given  "below,  as  follows! 

"To  Master  Sergeant , Air  Corps 

Tech.  Sgt.  ClTLarlee  H.MdCnight.bltchel  Field, N.Y. 
1st  Sgt.  Benjamin  n.  Klinger, Barksdale  Field, La 
Tech.  Sgt.  Joseph  E.  Locher,  March  Field, Calif. 
1st  Sgt.  Lynn  B.  Carr,  Panama  Canal  Department 
Tech.  Sgt.  William  Kretz,  Ivlitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

1st  Sgt.  Waldoe  Rohlik,  Mitchol  Field,  N.Y. 

Tech.  Sgt.  F'orest  F.  Kelly,  Panama  Canal  Dept. 
Tech.  Sgt.  Leonard  L,.  Bentley,  Self  ridge  Field, 
Mich. 

Tech.  Sgt.  John. McAndrews , March  Field,  Calif. 
Tech.  Sgt.  Stephen  A.  lifelloy,  Panama  Canal 
Department. 

Tech.  Sgt.  James  Pearson,  Chanute  Field,  111. 
Tech.  Sgt.  Peder  Berg,  Hawaiian  Department. 

Tech.  Sgt.  Earl  Ho'bson,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 
Tech.  Sgt.  Clyde  L.  Walters,  Kelly  Field, Texas 
Tech.  Sgt.  Peter  Ceccato,  Hamilton  Field, Calif. 

Staff  Sergeant  to  Technical  Sergeant , A. C. 

William  H.  Jernigan,  Langley  Field,  "Va. 

Tony  Yuci-us,  Langley  Field,  "Va. 

James  R.  Tucker,  Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Ray  R.  Willett,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Robert  H,  Greene,  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Leonard  Williams,  Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Roland  Antrim,  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. 

Frank  Hurst,  Hawaiian  Department 
Edwin  Passman,  Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Jack  Wolfe,  Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Lawrence  Darcy,  March  Field,  Calif. 

David  Steine,  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Joseph  Kramberg,  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Arthxir  C.  Barker,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

William  Mehnert,  Kelly  Field,  Texas 
Edward  F.  Skelton,  Denver,  Colorado 
Harry  Hicks,  iviarch  Field,  Calif. 

Miles  B.  Sloan,  Hawaiian  Department 
Lloyd  Carter,  March  Field,  Calif. 

Earles.  Blesh,  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. 

Martin  Brucher,  Philippine  Department 
Cla,rence  E.  Bri^t,  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Tex. 
Elmer  H.  Fisher,  Brooks  Field,  Texas 
John  A.  Masterson,  March  Field,  Calif. 

Charles,  Gardick,  March  Field,  Calif. 

Harold  P.  Benson,  Randolph  Field,  Texas 
Eli  B.  Nipper,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

James  E,  Dearborn,  Panama  Canal  Department 
Chester  A.  Armstrong,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to 
the  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps  caused  by  the 
promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt.  .Clyde  L.  Walters. 

Edwin  J.  McClellan,  Chanute  Field,  111.  , to 


the  Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt.  James 
Pearson.. 

Gerald  G.  tJhitaker,  Hawaiian  Department,  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech,  Sgt.  Peter 
Berg. 

Tony  Dambroso,  Panama  Canal  Department,  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech,  Sgt.  Forest 
F.  Kelly. 

John  A.  Llarshall,  Bolling  Field,  D.C.,  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Coips 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt.  Charles 
H.  McKnight. 

Luther  Shelton,  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. , to  the  Tech- 
nical Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps  caus- 
ed by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt.  William 
Kretz. 

Golden  R.  Davis,  Chanute  Field,  111.,  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt. 

Leonard  L.  Bentley. 

Paul  D.  Bennett,  Scott  Field,  111.  ,•  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt.  Earl 
Hobson. 

Courtney  K.  Mueller,  March  Field,  Calif. , to 
the  Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air 
Corps  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt. 
Joseph  E.  Locher. 

Joseph  M.  Fredericks,  Iferch  Field,  Calif.  , to 
the  Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air 
Corps  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt. 
John  IvfcAudrews. 

Cecil  C.  Seguine,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  to  the 
Technical  Sergeant  vacancy  in  the  Air  Corps 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Tech.  Sgt. 

Stephen  A.  i&lloy. 

oOo 

AIR  FORCE  DEfvDNSTEATION  AT  FORT  RILEY,  KANSAS 

Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  will  be  the  scene  of  a 
demonstration  on  Leavenworth  Day,  October  20t]' 
by  the  GHQ  Air  Force.  The  students  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School  will  witness 
a demonstration  by  all  branches  of  the  Air 
Force,  to  include  bombing  and  machine  gunning 
of  silhouette  targets  by  Attack  Aviation;  ma- 
chine gvsn  fire  on  a groiand  target  by  Pursuit 
aviation,  and  bombing  of  silhouette  targets  by 
Bombardment  airplanes. 

Units  to  participate  in  this  denonstration 
are  an  Attack  and  a Pursuit  Squadron  from  th® 
Third  Wing,  ®Q  Air  Force,  and  a Bombardment 
Squadron  from  the  First  Wing,  QlQ  Air  Force. 

• — -oOo 

Major  John  R.  Glascock  has  been  relieved  frcjm 
f'urther  assignment  and  duty  at  the  Air  Corps' 
Primary  Flying  School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
and  assigned  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. 


IVar  Department  Special  Orders  relieving  Maj-ar 
William  W.  Welsh  from  assignment  and  duty  at 
I\fexwell  Field,  Ala.  , and  assigning  him  to  duty 
as  a student  at  the  Conmand  and  General  Staff 
School , Fort  Leavenworth,  have  been  revoked. 
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YfING  GET-TOGETHER  IH  PAITAMA 


On  the  evening  of  Angust  29th,  all  the 
officers  of  the  squadrons  of  Erance  and 
Alhrook  Ei elds, which  compose  the  19th- 
Wing,  gathered  at  Rio  Hato  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Panama  for  the  annual  Wing  Dinner 
ceremony  v/hich  is  to  become  traditional. 
The  dinner  was  held  in  the  newly  complet 
ed  mess  hall  of  the  gunnery  camp  there 
which  has  been  undergoing  reconstruction 
for  several  months.  Officers  were  quar- 
tered in  large,  airy  barracks  - also_ 
new  - with  a degree  of  comfort  surprising 
to  those  v/ho  have  spent  days  and  weeks 
there  in  tents. 

The  dinner .. itself  v/as  for  a_  three-fold 
purpose;  to  keep  alive  the  "Wing -Ding" 
as  a primary  social  function;  to  honor 
Brigadier  General  George  H.  Brett,  Com- 
mander of  the  19th  Wing,  whose  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Paziaraa  Canal  Department  will 
be  conpleted  on  September  9th;  and _ to 
open  the  new  gunnery  camp  in  the  finest 
possible  fashion. 

The  ceremony  was  opened  by  Colonel  ■ 
Ered  H.  Coleman,  serving  as  toastmaster 
and  secretary,  who  proposed  a toast  to 
the  Commander -in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
I'Tavy.  An  excellent  dinner  followed,  and 
upon  completion  of  the  meal  a number  of 
officers,  with  little  warning,  were 
called  upon  for  short  speeches. 

An  interesting  talk  by  General  Brett 
bro-'oght  the  dinner  to  its  conclusion. 

oOo 


has  now  covered  by  air  Central  America 
from  Guatemala  City  to  Panama,  and  from 
Panama  into  South  Am.erica  as  far  as  Lima, 
Peru,  a total  distance  of  approximately 
3500  miles. 

— oOo- — 


BUZZARD  DISPUTES  PLATE'S  RIGHT  OE  WAY 


GEH.  BRETT'S  SON  AN  ARDENT  AIR  TRAVELER 


On  August  17th,  Brigadier  General 
George  H.  Brett,  commanding  the  19th 
Y/ing,  Panama  Canal  Department,  accompa- 
nied by  his  young  son,  Devol,  made  a 
hurried  trip  to  Lima,  Peru,  as  guest 
pilot  and  technical  observer  on  the  Pan- 
American-Grace  Airways.  The.  raain  pur- 
pose of  the  trip  was  to  examine  landing 
fields  and  flying  facilities  over  a ne?/ 
route  now  being  established  by  Pan  Agra, 
which  proceeds  from  Cristobal,  Canal 
Zone,  to  Bogota,  Medillin,  and  Cali, 
Colombia,  Quito  and  Guayquil,  Ecuador, 
and  on  the  coastal  route  into  Lima, Peru. 

General  Brett's  observations,  accord- 
ing to  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
indicate  clearly  the  feasibility  of 
sending  small  groups  of  airplanes  well 
into  South  America;  in  fact,  as  a result 
of  his  observations,  he  believes  even 
planes  as  small  as  the  P-12  type  could 
make  this  trip  in  perfect  safety  from 
a standpoint  of  gasing  and  lodging  fa- 
cilities. 

As  guest  pilot.  General  Brett  was  ac- 
corded all  the  privileges  of  a co-pilot, 
and  he  was  intensely  interested  and  en- 
thusiastic concerning  the  operation  of 
this  American  airline  in  South  America. 
He  returned  to  Albrook  Eield  on  August 
20  th. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  add  that 
the  young  son  of  General  Brett,  aged  15, 


Because  of  the  number  of  pilots  who 
have  narrowly  avoided  hitting  buzzards 
or  crows.,  the  News  Letter  Correspondent 
of  the  1st  Observation  Squadron,  Mar- 
shall Eield,  Port  Riley,  Kansas,  believ- 
es that  perhaps  it  will  be  interesting 
to  them  to  read  of  an  accidental  colli- 
sion between  an  airplane  and  a bird,  and 
the  effect  on  the  airplane. 

Recently,  while  a three-ship  formation 
was  enroute  from  Duncan  Eield,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  to  Eort  Riley,  Kansas, 
and  was  proceeding  peacefully  at  an  alti 
tude  of  4200  feet  above  the  ground, 
plane  No.  3,  an  0-25C,  struck  an  unwary 
buzzard,  surprising  both  the  pilot  and 
the  bird.  The  bird  hit  the  upper  left 
wing,  about  one  and  one-half  feet  from 
the  tip,  and  remained  hanging  there.  Al- 
though the  pilot  noticed  no  difference 
in  the  flying  qualities  of  the  ship,  he 
landed  at  Belton,  Texas,  to  determine 
the  extent  of  the  damage. 

It  was  found  that  the  front  spar  had 
been  broken  in  two  places,  and  Brother 
Buzzard's  leg  had  been  caught  in  one  of 
the  cracks,  necessitating  amputation  to 
free  him,  and  amputation  and  replacement 
of  the  wing  panel.  The  airplane  recov- 
ered; the  buzzard  did  not. 

- — oOo 


EIRST  OBSERVATION  SQUAIRON  IN  CAMP 


The  1st  Observation  Squadron,  station- 
ed at  Marshall  Eield,  Eort  Riley,  Kansas, 
spent  two  weeks  - August  28th  to  Septem- 
ber 11th  - at  Camp  McCoy,  Wisconsin, 
par ticipating  in  maneuvers  of  the  14th 
Briga.de  (Reinforced).  Activities  diiring 
the  first  week  consisted  of  tow  target 
missions  for  Infantry  rifle  and  machine 
gun  practice,  and  observation  missions 
in  connection  with  various  problems  for 
the  Infauitry. 

On  September  6th  and  7th,  the  Squadron 
furnished  observation  for  both  sides  on 
a "controlled"  maneuver.  Eor  a two-day 
"free"  m.aneuvsr,  September  8th  and  9th, 
a flight  of  three  airplanes  was  furnish- 
ed each  side.  Despite  a low  ceiling, 
the  airplanes  were  able  to  fly  enough 
so  that  both  the  Blues  and  the  Reds 
were  informed  at  all  times  as  to  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  enemy. 

oOo 


Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued^  relieves  Captain  John 
M.  Mc.Don2iell,  Air  Corps,  from  his  pres- 
ent assignment  and  duty  at  Wright  Eield,' 
Ohio,  and  directs,  him  to  proceed  to  his 
home  and  await  retirement^ 
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1ST  03 S.  SQUADRON  RETURNS  EROM  MANEUVERS 

The  1st  Observation  Squadron  recently 
returned  to  Marshall  Field,  Port  Riley, 
Kansas,  from  Camp  McCoy,  Wis. , where  the 
annual  maneuvers  of  the  Regular  Army 
troops  of  the  7th  Corps  area  were  held, 

0?he  _ Squadron  was  handicapped  much  of 
the  time  by  low  ceiling,  fog  and  rain. 
During  the  two-day  maneuvers  held  on 
September  9th  and  10th  for  Major  General 
Stanley  H.  Ford,  the  Corps  Area  Command- 
er, and  his  staff,  Brigadier  General 
Campbell  3,  Hodges  commanded  the  Blue 
Force  and  Colonel  J.C.  Pegram,  14-th  Cav- 
alry, the  Red  Force. 

The  1st  Observation  Squadron  furnished 
one  flight  of  three  airplanes  each  to 
both  forces.  The  Red  aircraft  were  com- 
manded by  1st  Lieut.  Gerry  L.  Mason,  and 
the  Blue  aircraft  by  1st  Lieut.  Vernon 
C.  Smith. 

The  maneuvers  of  both  Red  and  Blue 
forces  relied  heavily  on  air  observation. 
Radio  and  drop  messages  both  were  used 
to  keep  the  respective  forces  informed 
of  the  movements  of  the  "enemy.'* 

The  maneuvers  were  remarkably  free 
from  umpire  restrictions.  This  gave  the 
commanders  of  the  .contending  forces  a 
wide  choice,  and  they  made  free  use  of 
it.  Wide  envelopments,  mechanization, 
horse  cavalry  and  infantry  were  used  to 
the  fullest  advantage. 

The  Air  Corps  officers  partici|)ating 
considered  these  maneuvers  most  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  The  action  of  the 
scout  cars  in  destroying  bridges  and 
placing  road  blocks  were  a revelation  of 
what  is  to  be  expected  of  these  weapons 
in  an  open  war.  The  action  of  tanks 
against  mechanized  movements  convinced 
the  personnel  of  the  Squadron  that  they 
must  keep  a sharp  eye  for  enemy  taiiks. 

The  14th  Cavalry  performed  in  the  best 
traditions  of  the  Service.  Their  delay- 
ing actions  were  convincing  as  to  their 
value  in  open  warfare.  The  opposing 
flanks  were  always  in  danger.  The  In- 
fantry took  cover  and  froze  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  enemy  aircraft.  The  necessity 
of  no  movement  and  no  upturned  faces  had 
apparently  been  impressed  upon  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  3rd  and  17th  Infantry  in 
an  effective  manner.  The  80th  Field  Ar- 
tillery knew  how  to  camouflage  their 
guns,  for  they  were  very  difficult  to 
find,  and  some  installations  were  not 
located. 

/The  Squadron  operated  with  borrowed 
airplanes,  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
0-47A’s  have  not  reached  the  production 
I stage  such  as  to  enable  the  Squadron  to 
1 receive  its  allotment.  Despite  this 
handicap,  the  work  performed  was  compli- 
mented by  the  Corps  Area  Commander, 
General  Ford;  the  Blue  Commander,  Gen- 
A’  eral  Hodges;  and  the  Red  Commander, 

' Colonel  Pegram. 


NAVIGATION  PROBLEM  BY  9TH  BOMB.  SQUADRON 

The  9th  Bombardment  Squadron,  command- 
ed by  Major  T.  V.  Foster,  conducted  a 
unit  navigation  and  assembly  problem 
ever  the  week  end  of  September  S - 5, 
1938.  The  flight,  consisting  of  22  of- 
ficers .and  23  enlisted  men,  in  seven 
B-18  airplanes,  departed  from  the  home 
station,  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , at  five 
minute  intervals,  starting  at  1900-  on 
September  2nd. 

The  problem  consisted  of  individual, 
dead  reckoning  and  celestial  navigation 
missions  to  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  via 
Bakersfield,  Calif.,  and  El  Paso,  Texas, 
with  a Squadron  assembly  scheduled  at 
Fort  Clar^,  Texas,  at  0440,  on  September 
3rd. 

Excellent  weather  conditions  were  en- 
countered on  the  flight  from  Hamilton 
Field  to  Randolph  Field  and  to  a point 
approximately  fifty  miles  west  of 
Tucson,  Arizona.  In  this  area,  severe 
electrical  and  thunder  storms  were  en- 
countered, accompanied  by  very  heavy 
rain  and  unusually  severe  static  condi- 
tions. This  storm  area  extended  along 
the  course  from  'Tucson,  Arizona,  to  El 
Paso,  Texas,  and  due  to  the  severe 
static  conditions  radio  communication 
in  this  area  was  impossible. 

Prior  to,  the  time  of  entering  this 
storm  area,  position  reports  were  given 
on  the  hour  and  half  hour  by  all  planes 
to  the  Squadron  Commander's  airplane, 
which  acted  as  the  net  control  station. 
In  turn,  the  net  control  station  consol- 
idated all  reports  and  transmitted  them 
to  Hamilton  Field.  Static  conditions 
prevented  any  radio  communication  while 
in  the  storm  area,  but  shortly  after 
passing  El  Paso,  the  Squadron  Commander 
issued  orders  that  the  Squadron  assemblj^ 
time  would  be  moved  up  to  0445.  The 
assembly  was  accomplished  on  time  and 
the  3q'’iadron  proceeded  to  Randolph 
Field,  landing  at  0555. 

On  the  return  flight,  the  Squadron  de- 
arted  from  Randolph  Field  as  a unit,  at 
300,  and  proceeded  as  a unit  to  Tucson, 
Arizona,  At  this  point,  instructions 
were  issued  for  all  planes  to  take  a 
five-minute  interval  and  proceed  indi- 
vidually to  Hamilton  Field,  via  Bakers- 
field, Calif.  Excellent  weather  condi- 
tions prevailed  along  the  entire  return 
flight,  and  the  last  plane  landed  at 
Hamilton  Field  at  2255. 

Appreciation  is  expressed  for  the  ef- 
ficient servicing  of  the  airplanes  of 
the  flight  while  at  Randolph  Field,  and 
for  the  excellent  service  rendered  by 
the  Weather  Section  at  that  field.  The 
flight  was  given  a forecast  which  turned 
out  to  be  accurate  along  the  entire 
return  route. 

— -oOo 
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AIR  AMBULANCE  SERVICE  IN  HAmilAN  DEPT. 


The  air  transportation^ of  personnel 
requiring  immediate  hospitalization  is 
becoming  almost  a common  occurrence  in 
the  5th  Bombardment  Group,  Luke  Field, 
T.H.  August  14,  1938,  marked  the  com- 
pletion of  the  fifth  trip  of  this  char- 
acter within  the  space  of  three  months. 
A|.l  trips  involved  transportation  from 
the  island  of  Hawaii  to  Oahu,  and  all 
but  one  were  appendicitis  cases..  One 
case  was  illustrative  of  the  value of 
good  air-gro\ind  communications.  Privato 
Donald  V.  Atkinson,  17th  Air  Base  Squad- 
ron, on  duty  as  radio  operator  at  South 
C8.pe,  Hawaii,  an  isolated  point  at  the 
southern  tip  of  the  island,  was  stricken 
with  v/hat  he  diagnosed  as  appendicitis. 
He  communicated  this  fact  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  5th  Bombardment  Group, 
Word  was  received  in  the  late  afternoon 
in  time  to  divert  one  airplane  of  a 
flight  returning  to  Oahu  from  Hilo, 

Private  Atkinson  was  picked  up  just 
before  darkness  set  in.  He  was  hurried 
to  Viheeler  Field,  Schofield  Barra^cks,  ' 
T.H,  , where  his  self-diagnosis  ?/as  con- 
firmed, and  the  offending  member  v/as  re- 
moved within  forty  minutes  after  his  ar- 
rival. 

Air  transportation  has  been  of  immeas- 
ureable  value  in  cases  involving  iimredi- 
ate.  hospitalization  of  patients,  since 
travel  by  water  requires  some  t¥/enty  • 
hours  of  sailing  over  extremely  rough 
water  and  is  available  only  on  schedule. 
— oOo— — 


FIELD  , TRAINING  BY  23RD,  BOMBMIMSIT  SQDN. 


COOPm^TIVE  MISSION  WITH  COAST  ARTILLERY 


The  4th  ReconnaAssance  Squadron,  Luke 
Field,  T.H.,  recently  completed  an  inter- 
esting and  instructive  cooperative  mis- 
sion with  Battery  "A,"  15th  Coast  Artil- 
lery. The  mission  was  to  service  test  a 
means  of  accurate  location  of  targets 
for  16"  battery,  located  at  Fort  Weaver, 
at  extreme  ranges.  After  some  48  hours 
cf  preliminary  practice,  the  actual  test 
took  place  and  proved  to  be  quite  accu- 
rate. The  battery  used  three  sighting  ■- 
shots  before  firing  for  effect,  and  on 
the  4th,  1th  and  11th  shots  nearly  direct 
hits  were  recorded  at  a range  of  44,000 
yards. 

It  would  appear  that  the  feasibility 
of  this  means  of  location  of  targets  in 
war  time  is  dependent  entirely  for  its 
success  on  radio  and  fairly  good  weather. 

The  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  has 
also  been  working  hard  at  gunnery,  and  , 
the  hope  is  expressed  that  record 
courses  will  be  fired  with  good  results-. 
— — oOo— 


The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department' moved  by  air  and 
motor  transportation  - to  Bellows  Field, 
Waimandlo,  T.H.  , on'- the  morning  nf  Au^st 
15th,  for  the  purpose'  of 'conducting  the 
required  annual  field  training. ' 

Other  squadrons  in  the  5th  Bombardment 
Group  had  previously  been  in  canp,  bo 
this  organization  had  an  easy  time  es-' 
tabllshing'  itself.  On  the  morning  of  ■ 
August  16th,  both  the  IGOO-inch  range 
and'  the  pis'tol  range  were  in  operation 
by  eight' 0 ’ clock.  These  ranges  were  in 
daily  operation  for  the  rest  of  the  pe- 
riod until  all  personnel  required  to 
fire  had  completed  the  course. 

On  August  18tii,  the  airdrome  defense 
crews  started  an  intensive  co'urse  of  in- 
struction in  firing  at  a target  towed, by 
a B-12  airplane.  After  all  raember.s  of 
these  crews  had  completed  this  course, 
their  next  phase  of  instruction  consist- 
ed of  firing  at  balloon  targets. 

By  August  26th,  all  phases  of  ground., 
gunnery  had  been  completed.  All  offi- 
cers and  men  required  to  fire  had  fired 
both  the  1000-in'ch  machine  gun  range  and 
the  pistol  range,  and  the  airdrome  de- 
fense crews  had  'been  given  an  intensive 
course  in  the  setting  up,  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  antiaircraft  machine 
gun,  in  addition  to  firing  at  towed  tar- 
gets and  balloons. 

'Fne  Squadron  returned  to  L'uke  and  | 
Hickam  Fields  on  the  morning  of  August 
27th,  having  completed  its  required 
ground  gunnery.  In  Addition,  the  varied 
tasks  assigned  each  man  had  proved  a 
welcome  diversion  from  routine  duties. 
That  late  afternoon  s?/inming  was  indulg- 
ed in  by  nearly  all  men  was  evidenced 
by  n-umerous  cases  of  sunburn.  All  in 
all,  the  period  of  annual  field  training 
was  a complete  success  for  the  23rd  Bom- 
bardment Squadron. 

„_-.o0o— 


GENERAL  BRETT  LSAYES  PANAMA  CANAL  DS'T. 


Organization  Day,,  celebrated  by  the 
23d  Bomb.  Squadron,  Luke  Field,  -IRE.  , on 
August  22nd,  proved  to  be  a day  long  to 
be  remembered.  A'thletic  contests  of 


many  kinds  occupied  the  time  of  nearly 
everyone  throughout  the  day. 
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On  September  7th,  the  19th  Wing  honor- 
ed its  departing  Coramander,  Brigadier 
General  George  H.  Brett,  Air  Corps,  with 
a Wing  Review  at  Albrook  Field.  Follow- 
ing a ground  inspection  of  airplanes  and 
cre'ws,  the  Wing  passed  twice  over  the 
field  in  column  of  squadrons.  Music  for 
the  occasion  was  furnished  by  a band 
from  the  neighboring  Engineer  post "of 
Corozal.  ' ' . ■ 

General  Brett  sailed  on  September  9th 
aboard  the  Transport.  REPUBLIC  for  _ San 
Francisco,  and  will  be  stationed  in  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
?sfashington,  D.C.' 

"The  19th  Wing,"  says  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent,  '"regrets  losing  a Cora- 
mander who  has  accomplished '.BO  much  for 
the  good  of  the  Air  Corps  in  the  Canal 
Zone. " 
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THE  M.CLA.SS  AT  RMDOLPH  FIELD 


A total-  of  :ll-4  newly  commissioned  of- 
ficers, graduates  of  the  1938  class  at 
'West  Point,- N^Y.,  were  scheduled' to  re- 
port the  latter  part  of  September  to  the  ■ 
Gommanding  Officer  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  ready  to  pirrsue  the  course  of  fly- 
ing training,  at  the  Air  Corps'  West  Point 
of  the  Air.  Forty-one  Sta-i-es,  as  well 
as  the  District  of  Golumhio,  and  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  are  represented  by 
these  yoving  second  lieutenants,  who-  will 
start  their  actual  course  of  instruction 
about  October  15,  1938, 

Texas,  usually  ?/ell  up  on  the  list  in 
point  of  numbers,  is  represented  in  the 
new  class  of  student  officers  by  only 
two  - 2nd  Lieuts.  Forman  L.  Tittle,  of 
Wichita  Falls,  and  Hu.gli  D.  Yvallace,  of 
Fort  Tforth,  The  State  of  Few  York  leads 
numerically  with  a total  of  twelve  po- 
tential e.viators,  with  Illinois  in  sec- 
9nd  place  with  seven,  and  Pennsylvania 
in  third  position  ?/ith  six  officers. 

An  imposing  array  of  sports  talent  is 
in-  the  hew  student  officer  class,  six 
former  captains  of  athletic  teams  at  the 
Military  Academy  having  already  put  in 
their  appearance.  Lieut.  James  H.  Isbell, 
200-pound  tackle  and  captain  of  last 
year*  s -football  team,  reported  early,  ; 
along  with  Lieut.  Harris  E.  Hogner,  for- 
mer basketball  captain;  Lieut,  Charles 
W,  Sherburne,  captain  of  lacrosse;  Lieut. 
B. C. ^Harrison,  captain  of  boxing;  Lieut, 
William  H.  Blanchard,  captain  of  hockey, 
and  Lieut.  G.C,  Russell,  captain  of  ten- 
nis. 

The  Air  Corps  Training  Center  also  has 
its  share  of  Honor  Graduates  from  the 
June  class.  Of  the  13  honor  men,  four 
of _ them  passed  the  Air  Corps  physical  ex- 
amination and  are  now  reac^  to  take  the 
additional  training  to  qualify  them  as 
pilots  in  the  Air  Corps. 

In  addition  to  the  114  newly  commis- 
sioned officers  assigned  to  Randolph 
Field  for  aviation  training,  there  will 
be  four  officers  from  various  branches 
of  the  service  who  will  take  the  course, 
namely,  Captain  James  B.  Colson,  Infant- 
ry; 1st  Lieut.  R.A.  Risden,  Infantry; 

2nd_ Lieuts.  Hicholas  T,  Perkins,  Coast 
Artillery  Corps,  and  Robert  T.  Crowder, 
Infantry. 

Finally,  appro ximatelj'’  235  Flying 
Cadets  will  report  to  Randolph  Field 
about  October  10th,  making  the  total 
n-umber  in  the  class  to  start  their  avia- 
tion career  about  354, 

— — oOo 

PROGRESS  OF  TRAIHIHG  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 

The  air  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Primary 
Stage  at  Randolph  Field  is  virtually 
alive  as  the  present  class  of  cadets 
polish  up  their  acrobatics  in  PT-3' s, 
PT-ll*s  and  PT-13* s.  With  only  half  of 
the  class  flying  in  the  mornings  and  the 


other  half  in  the  afternoons,  more  air 
space  is  available  for  the  aerial  gyra- 
tions. Meanwhile,  the  class  on  the 
Basic  stage  is  spending  most  of  its 
time  on  cross-couitry  work,  both  day  and 
night;  instrument  flying,  and  formation, 
preparatory  to  departing  for  Kelly  Field 
and  the  Advanced  Flying  School  on  Octo- 
ber 7 th. 

"Although  the  final  figures  are  not  as 
yet  available,  it  is  believed,"  says  the 
Hews  Letter  Correspondent,  "that  both 
Primary  and  Basic  stages  will  graduate 
about  the  same  percentages  as  prevalent 
in  recent  classes. " 

oOo 

NEW  PURSUIT  PLANE  ARRIVES  AT  BARKSDALE 

r- . Diving  out  of  the  afternoon  sky  oh 
September  9th  at  terrific  speed  came  the 
first  Curtiss  P-36  to  be  delivered  to 
Barksdale  Field,  Shreveport,  La.  Ferried 
from  the  factory  at  Buf'falo,  N.Y.  , by 
Lieut.  D.R.  Hutchinson,  the  new  Pursuit 
plane  was  given  the  "once  over"  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  September 
7th  and  8th  before  its  flight  to  Barks- 
dale Field  the  following  day.  It  will 
be  only  a short  time  until  the  20th 
Pursuit  Group  will  soon  be  flying  on 
silver  wings'  instead  of  the  old  faithful 
blue  and  yellow. 

— -oOo-^ — - 

GUNNERY  OPERATIONS  FOR  74TH  ATTACK’  SQ^DN. 

The  74th  Attack  Squadron,  which  is 
based  at  Albrook  Field,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  moved  to  the  19th  Wing's  newly 
rebuilt  gunnery  camp  at  Rio  Hato,  Re- 
public of  panama,  on  September  10th,  for 
two  weeks  of  gunnery  and  tactical  opera- 
tions. The  new  buildings  should  add  a 
great  deal  to  the  comfort  of  officers 
and  men  on  duty  there  d.uring  tho  maneuv- 
ers. 

— -oOo— — . 

PHILIPPINE  AIRMEN  SEARCH  FOR  CLIPPER 

Vilhen  the  startling  news  was  received 
that  the "Hawaii  Clipper"  was  long  past 
due  at  Cavite  the  evening  of  July  28th, 
tho  Commanding  General  of  the  Philippine 
Department  issued  orders  for  the  Air 
Corps  to  "stand  by"  to  render  whatever 
assistance  may  be  required  in  coopera- 
tion with  commercial  and  Navy  forces 
that  may  be  called  into  action  to  assist 
in  the  search,  if  Pan  American  Airways 
requested  such  assistance. 

On  the  follov/ing  day,  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Fourth  Composite  Group, 
Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  received  orders  to 
participate  in  the  search  that  had  been 
reque-sted -by  P.A.A.  officials.  The  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  28th  Bombardment 
Squadron  at  Clark  Field  immediately  dis- 
patched six  Bombers,  The  Group  opera- 
tions officer  at  Nichols  Field  dispatch- 
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ed  the  two  Amphibians . 

The  search  was  carried  out  for  four 
days  in  cooperation  with  the  Navy’s  13 
surface  craft,  two  Navy  Amphibians,  and 
the  U. S.  Transport  MEIGS,  which  was  the 
first  craft  to  approach  the  scene  from 
which  the  last  radio  report  of  position 
was  sent  by  the  Clipper,  approximately 
400  miles  east  of  the  Philippines.  With 
the  discovery  by  the  MEIGS  of  the  oil 
slick,  the  search  was  conducted  around 
that  area  for  two  days,  after  which  it 
was  extended  southward  and  eastward. 

After  the  fourth  day,  the  search  was 
regretfully  terminated  by  the  Army  Air 
Corps,  no  trace  having  been  found  of  the 
Clipper. 

Altogether,  planes  from  the  4th  Com- 
posite Group  covered  approximately 
127,000  square  miles  without  mishap. 

Good  weather  prevailed  during  the  entire 
search. 

oOo 


AUTOMATIC  FUEL  SYSTEM 
By  the  Wright  Field  Correspondent 


COL.  WOOTEN  COMPLETES  LONG  AIR  JOURNEY 


At  4:10  p.m.  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  20th,  Lieut.  Colonel  Ralph  H. 
Wooten,  Air  Corps,  landed  at  Albrook 
Field,  enroute  to  Santiago,  Chile,  to 
take  over  the  duties  of  Military  Attache 
to  that  country.  Flying  an  A-17  Attack 
plane,  and  accompanied  by  Staff  Sergeant 
John  J.  Licheay  as  crew  chief,  Colonel 
Wooten  departed  from  Brownsville,  Texas, 


An  automatic  fuel  system,  developed  by 
the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division,  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  consists  of  a device 
for  turning  the  fuel  cock  to  another  tank 
when  the  supply  in  one  tank  has  been  ex- 
hausted. The  construction  of  the  device 
is  such  that  when  the  fuel  pressure 
drops  below  a set  value,  the  fuel  cock 
is  automatically  turned  in  a clockwise 
direction  to  the  next  tank.  In  case  the 
next  tank  is  empty,  the  device  continues 
to  turn  the  fuel  cock  until  a tank  con- 
taining fuel  is  contacted,  at  which  time 
the  fuel  pressure  is  built  up  to  that 
required  and  the  automatic  device  cuts 
out.  The  device  does  not  interfere  with 
manxial  operation. 

It  is  believed  that  the  automatic  fuel 
system  will  help  to  eliminato  those  nu- 
merous accidents  which  have  resulted 
from  running  out  of  gas  while  taking 
off,  landing,  or  flying  l*w. 

The  Materiel  Division  is  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  comments  of  the  Service 
in  regard  to  the  desirability  of  fur- 
ther development,  with  a view  towards 
standardization  on  certain  types  of  air- 
planes. 

The  system  has  been  incorporated  in  an 
jA-17  airplane  at  Wright  Field,  and  this 
! plane  was  scheduled  to  be  flown  to 
Langley  and  Barksdale  Fields  during  the 


on  the  morning  of  August  19th  and  remain-i  last  week  in  September  for  the  purpose  J 
ed  overnight  in  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala,  of  enabling  the  personnel  at  those  sta-i 
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At  8:08  on  the  morning  of  the  20th, the 
A-17  was  out  for  Albrook  Field,  Panama 
Canal  Zone.  Colonel  Wooten  was  reported 
over  San  Salvador  at  9:00  a.m. ; in  at 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  for  gas  at  12:10 
p.m.  At  1:04  p.m.,  he  took  off  for 
Albrook  Field,  where  he  landed  at  4:10 
p.m. 

Intending  to  remain  only  two  days  in 
the  Canal  Zone,  Colonel  Wooten  was  de- 
layed there  due  to  the  temporary  illness 
of  Sergeant  Licheay,  who  received  medi- 
cal treatment  at  Gorgas  Hospital. 

Before  the  post  was  well  awake  on  the 
morning  of  August  26th,  Colonel  Wooten 
had  taken  off  for  points  south  and  was 
making  up  for  lost  time.  At  10:48  a.m., 
he  landed  at  Cali,  Colombia,  and  at 
11:30  a.m.,  he  took  off  for  Guayaquil, 
Ecuador,  where  he  landed  at  2:55  p.m. 
Half  an  hour  later  he  was  in  the  air 
again,  headed  for  Talara,  Peru,  which  ho 
reached  at  5:00  p.m.  , and  where  he  spent 
the  night.  On  the  following  day  the 
only  report  received  at  Albrook  Field 
was  when  the  final  stop  of  the  day  was 
made  at  Arica.  At  10:10  a.m.,  August 
28th,  the  plane  reached  Antofogastia, 
Chile,  and  at  2:45  p.m.  , Colonel  Wooten 
landed  in  Santiago.  More  detailed  ac- 
counts of  the  long  flight  were  not 
available.  Colonel  Wooten’s  personal 
narrative  of  the  trip  would  be  of  great 
interest. 


tions  to  become  acquainted  with  and 
comment  upon  the  system. 

, — .oOo — — 


ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  FIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP 
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Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich., 
the  home  of  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  has 
been  a hive  of  activity  the  past  summer, 
and  at  this  late  date  the  future  holds 
no  prospect  of  any  relaxation. 

With  the  completion  of  deliveries  of 
the  P-35  Pursuit  planes  and  a minimum  of 
mechanical  difficulties,  the  Group  is 
again  ready  to  take  its  place  in  the  Air 
Force. 

I The  27th  Pursuit  Squadron,  under  Major 
j Willi 6 R.  Taylor,  had  the  honor  of  rep- 
! resenting  Selfridge  Field  at  the  Nation- 
|al  Air  Races,  and  has  now  returned  to 
I the  nest  to  prepare  for  maneuvers  in 
iOctober. 

j The  17th  Pursuit  Squadron  departed  for 
jCamp  Skeel,  Oscoda,  Mich.,  for  gunnery 
i training. 

j The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  seems  to  be 
I the  orphan  child.  Practically  all  its 
I officers  have  been  attached  to  the  17th 
and  2'?th  to  bring  those  squadrons  up  to 
strength. 

A great  deal  of  training  has  boon  car- 
ried on  in  formation  at  high  altitudes, 
familiarizing  the  personnel  to  the  un- 
pleasant conditions  involved  near  the 
moon. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  puhlication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Arn^,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational  Guard 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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KELLY  FIELD  GRADUATES  LARGEST  CLASS  IN  HISTORY 


Graduation  Exercises  for  Class  38-C 
were  held  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  Wed- 
nesday, October  5,  1938.  The  class  con- 
sisted of  64  Regular  Army  officers  and 
80  Flying  Cadets,  and  was  the  largest 
graduating  class  in  the  history  of  the 
Training  Center. 

The  highlight  of  all  the  events  of  the 
day  was  the  huge  Aerial  Review  at  9; 30 
a.m, , in  which  135  planes  of  all  types 
were  flown  by  15  Flying  Instructors  and 
144  students.  Tnis  was  the  largest  grad- 
uation serial  review  ever  flown  at  Kelly 
Field  and  was  witnessed  by  an  estimated 
5,000  spectators. 

A total  of  114  student  officers  and 
166  Flying  Cadets  from  the  Primary  and 
Basic  stages  at  the  Primary  Flying 
School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  formed  a 
guard  of  honor  for  the  reviewing  party, 
which  consisted  of; 

Ma^or  General  F.W,  Rowell,  U.S. A. .Com- 
manding General,  2nd  Div.  and  Fort  Sam 
Houston; 

Brigadier  General  C.F,  Humphrey,  Jr., 
U.S.A. , Commanding  General,  3rd  Field 
Artillery  Brigade; 

Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount,  Air 
Corps,  Commanding  General  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center; 

Colonel  Frank  D.  Lackland,  Air  Corps, 
Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School ; 

Colonel  Eugene  A.  Lohman,  Air  Corps, 
Assistant  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
Advanced  Flying  School; 

Lieut.  Colonel  John  B,  Brooks,  Air 
Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Pri- 
mary Flying'  School; 

Lieut.  Colonel  Selby  H.  Frank,  Ordnance 
Dept.,  Commanding  Officer,  San  Antonio 
Ar.pgnaT; 

’Lieut.  Colonel  Edwin  B.  Lyon,  Air 
Corps,  Assistant  Commandant  of  the  Air 
Corps  Primary  Flying  School; 

Lieut,  Colonel  Coleridge  L.  Beaven, 
Medical  Corps,  Commandant,  School  of 
Aviation  Medicine; 

Lieut,  Colonel  J.M.  Thompson,  Q.M.C., 
Commanding.  Officer,  Caii53  Normoyle,  Tex.; 

Lieut.  Colonel  H. J.F,  Miller,  Air 
^ Corps,  Commanding  Officer,  Duncan  Field, 

1.  Texas; 

Major  Doxiglas  Johnston,  Air  Corps, 
Commanding  Officer,  Brooks  Field,  Texas; 


Major  John  R.  Morgan,  Air  Corps,  Di- 
rector of  Flying  Training  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center. 

Following  the  review,  exercises  were 
held  at  the  Post  Theater  at  10:45  a.m., 
where  the  class  was  addressed  hy  Brig. 
General  Delos  C.  Emmons,  Air  Corps, Com- 
mander of  the  1st  Wing,  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
who  presented  each  member  with  his  grad- 
uation diploma.  All  graduates  received 
their  wings  and  the  official  aeronautic- 
al rating  of  "Airplane  Pilot."  Hundreds 
of  relatives,  friends,  and  interested 
persons  attended  the  various  exercises. 

Among  the  student  officers  of  the,  ' 
class  v/as  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Westover,'  : 
son  of  the  late  Major  General  Oscar 
V/e stover,  who  at  the  time  of  his  unfor- 
tunate crash  was  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps.  General  Westover  had  been  sched- 
uled to  deliver  the  graduation  address. 

Among  the  members  of  each  class  are 
some  Flying  Cadets  who  form  a staff  to 
assist  the  Commandant  of  Flying  Cadets. 
These  men  are  picked  for  their  military 
ability,  neatness,  their  ability  in 
handling  men,  and  their  personality,  and 
are  given  the  titles  of  Cadet  Captains 
and  Lieutenants.  This  honor  is  coveted 
by  all  the  Cadets,  as  it  means  that  the 
ones  selected  "have  what  it  takes."  In 
Class  38-C,  the  Cadet  Captain  was  Robert 
V.  DeShaso,  from  Leeds,  Alabama.  The 
Cadet  Lieutenants  were  Vifilliam  S. 
McEntire,  of  Fort  Forth  Texas,  and  John 
N.  Carlton,  of  St.  Peter,  Mii-inesota. 

The  graduation  address  delivered  by 
General  Emmons  was  as  follows: 

"First,  let  me  state  that  I consider 
it  a great  honor  to  be  invited  to  '' 
address  you  at  this  time,  and  am  grate- 
ful for  the  opportunity. 

Next,  let  me  congratulate  the  class 
and  their  instructors  for  the  well  ex- 
ecuted review  just  completed. 

With  the  permission  of  the  guests  and 
the  iiistructors,  I will  direct  my  re- 
marks to  the  graduating  class.  You  have 
just  conpleted  a very  difficult  and  tho- 
rough co-'jrse  of  instruction,  and  have 
proven  hy  the  acid  test  that  you  are 
worthy  of  a commission  in  the  Army  Air 
Corps,  either  as  a regular  or  as  a re- 
serve officer.  You  have  made  an  excel- 
lent start  on  a most  interesting  and  ex- 
citing career.  We  who  currently  command 
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tactical  units  and  who  receive  most  of 
you  upon  your  graduation,  find  the  pro- 
duct. of  this  school  to  he  to  our  liking 
■because  you  have  had  sound  flying  and 
disciplinary  instruction;  hecause  you 
are  in  excellent  physical  condition  and 
do  not  dissipate;  hecause  you  are  as  a 
rule  enthusiastic,  studious  and  anxious 
to  learn;  hecause  you  obey  all  orders 
willingly  and  cheerfully;  hecause  you 
are  self  reliant  hut  modest  in  your  ac- 
complishments;. and  hecause  you  belong  to 
our  close  hrothorhood  of  Air  Corps  offi- 
cers and  are  loyal  to  it. 

You  v/ill  find  upon  arrival  at  your 
Station  a splendid  lot  of  con^sanions  and 
associates  who  will  welcome  and  assist 
you.  You  will  learn  that  your  command- 
ers all  along  the  line  will  take  a keen 
interest  in  your  work  and  welfare.  You 
will  discover  a fine  lot  of  enlisted-men 
with  very  high  morale.  You  will  join 
tactical  units  which,  though  under - 
strength,  are  effective  and  have  an  en- 
viable Esprit  de  Corps.  You  can  count 
on  trained  and  experienced  leadership. 

You  will  he  busy,  hut  you  will  enjoy  the 
work  hecause  it  will  he  instructive  and 
interesting. 

In  single-engine  units,  you  will  pro- 
bably he  assigned  - after  a short  period 
of  instruction  - to  the  important  posi- 
tion of  airplane  commander.  In  multi- 
engine  units  you  will  - after  a consid- 
erable amount  of  individual  instruction  - 
he  assigned  as  a regular  member  of  an 
organized  combat  crew  as  co-pilot,  navi- 
gator, or  'bombardier,  or  on  a unit  staff. 
After  you  acquire  the  necessary  service 
and  pilot  hours  you  will,  in  multi-engine 
units  become  the  chief  pilot  .and  airplane 
commander.  You  will  secure  the  required 
n-umher  of  pilot  hours  by  acting  as  co- 
pilot in  Bombers  or  in  the  BC-1,  a num- 
ber of  which  have  been  assigned  to  Bom- 
bardment and  Reconnaissance  units. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  a 
number  of  recent  graduates  of  the  Train* 
ing  Center,  including  some  of  you,  have 
been  assigned  to  multi-engine  units  with- 
out previous  service  with  a single-engine 
unit.  I am  happy  to  report  that  the 
great  majority  of  those  that  the  First 
Wing  received  of  the  last  class  from  the 
Training  Center  and  assigned  direct  to 
Bombardment  and  Reconnaissance  units, are 
doing  very  well  and  appear  to  be  content- 
ed with  their  assignments.  I would  also 
like  to  report  that  practically  all  of 
the  younger  officers  who  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  single-engine  units  to  Bom- 
bardment and  Reconnaissance  squadrons  in 
order  to  build  them  up,  are  delighted 
with  their  new  assignments  and  opportu- 
nities. 

When  you  arrive  at  your  new  station, 
you  will  find  a lot  of  new  combat  equip- 
ment. Some  of  it  will  be  fast,  much  of 
it  will  be  heavy,  and  all  of  it  will  be 
complicated.  I just  want  to  say  that 
you  need  have  no  worries  about  handling 
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this  equipment.  You  have  the  technique 
of  flying  and  the  fundamentals.  You 
will  be  given  ample  instruction  and  as- 
signed no  positions  or  missions  that 
you  cannot  .handle  confidently  and  safe- 

On  an  occasion  like  this  it  seems  to 
be  customary  for  the  speaker  to  offer 
isome  advice  to  the  graduating  class.  I 
don®  t want  to  be  an  exception  and  there- 
fore ask  you  to  consider  several  matters 
that  may  prove  to  be  useful. 

The  first  subject  is  debts.  These  do 
more  to  endanger  a young  officer’s 
career  than  anything  I know  of,  and  far 
too  many  young  officers  incur  more  obli- 

fations  than  they  can  handle. _ Eventual- 
y,  overdue  bills  and  notes  find  their 
way  to  official  channels  with  consequent 
embarrassment  to  the  officer  and  to _ the 
service.  I advise  you,  especially  if 
married,  to  buy  only  what  you  can  afford 
and  not  to  attempt  to  buy  all  you  think 
you  need  at  once.  Please  understand 
that  young  people  are  not  expected  to 
have  much  in  the  way  of  furniture, 
finery,  or  luxuries,  and  I can  assure 
you  that  we  - including  your  contempora- 
ries - respect  the  man  who  is  free  from 
the  worries  of  debt. 

In  connection  with  furniture,  let  me 
call  yonr  attention  to  the  quarters  sit- 
uation. .At  many  of  our  stations,  in- 
cluding “both  March  and  Hamilton  Fields, 
there  is  a great  shortage  of  married 
officers’  quarters.  The  chances  are 
that  many  of  you  will  have  to  live  iu 
a^oining  towns  on  commutation.  Oft- 
times  there  are  more  furnished  houses 
available  than  unfurnished  ones,  and 
the  difference  in  rental  is  surprisingly 
small.  May  I suggest,  therefore,  that 
you  delay  the  purchase  of  furniture, 
etc. , until  you  arrive  at  your  station 
and  find  out  what  your  situation  will 
be. 

' My  last  piece  of  advice  is  to  continue 
your  professional  and  non-professional 
studies.  To  be  realistic  about  it,  you 
are  in  direct  competition  for  future 
preferments  with  the  finest  group  of 
young  men  in  this  nation.  You  sin5)ly 
cannot  afford  to  fall  behind  the  pro- 
cession., and  you  will  unless  you  devote 
a very  substantial  amount  of  your  time 
to  furthering  and  broadening  your  educa- 
tion. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  heartily  con- 
^atulate  you  on  your  success  at  this 
institution.  Most  of  you  are  going  al- 
most immediately  to  the  GHQ,  Air  Force, 
and  we  need  and  welcome  you.  Let  me 
wish  all  of  you  every  possible  success.” 


Of  the  144  students  who  graduated  from 
the  Training  Center  on  October  5,  1938, 
16  officers  and  13  Flying  Cadets  sped- \ 


alized  in  Attack  Aviation;  6 officers  1, 
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and  14  Flying  Cadets  in  Observation  Avi 
ation;  18  officers  and  39  Flying  Cadets 
in  Pursuit  Aviation,  and  24  officers  and 
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14  Plying  Cadets  in  Bombardment  Aviation. 

The  roster  of  the  graduating  class  is 
as  follows: 

KEGULiE  ABMT  OFFIOHES 
Observation  Aviation 

Captains 

Tarro,  John  Albert,  'KltT.  Ill» 

1st  Lts. 

Lee,  Robert  Merrill,  Cav.  Maine 

Mosby,  John  Trueheart,  Inf.  Virginia 

2nd  Lts. 

Mauldin,  Whiteford  Caxl i sleTtlav. Locke sburg ,Ark. 
Rowell,  Thomas  E.  , Inf.  San  Francisco, Calif. 
Stratton,  Wilbur  H. , Cav.  Seattle,  Wash. 

Pursuit  Aviation 

1st  Lts. 


Bondley,  Charles  J.  ,7r77c’AC 
2nd  Lts. 

Cain,  Wn,  J oseph, Jr.7~Inf • ' 
Clingerman,  Wr.  Ray, Jr.  ,CE 
Ellis,  Gale  Eugene,  SC 
Eriksen,  John  Gordon,  FA 
Fellows,  Richard  'Vfen.  , Cav. 
HamnDnd,  Harry  Edwin,  FA 
Holdiman,  Thomas  A.  , QMC 
Holloway,  Bruce  Keener,  Cav. 
Klocko,  Richard  P. , Eng. 
Magoffin,  Morton  L. , Inf. 
McElroy,  Ivan  Wilson 
Robbins,  Charles  Louis, CAC 
%)rague,  Charles  A.  , Cav. 
Stark,  Charles  tfa. , Jr. , Inf. 
Stevenson,  John  L,  , CE 
Ulricson,  JohnE. , Cav. 
Wright,  Harold  Bell,'  CE 


Ohio 

Bayonne,  N.J. 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
Milwavikee,  Wis. 
Algoma,  Wis. 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
Marshalltcvm,  Iowa 
Knoxville,  Tenti. 

Lunlcirk,  N.Y. 
■Reerwood,  Minn. 
Austin,  Texas 
Elkhart , Ind. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Trenton,  N.J. 
Tie  Siding,  Wyo. 
Milford,  N.H. 
Calvin,  Okla. 


Bombardment  Aviation 

"Sad  Lts. 


Agee,  Sam  Wilkerson,dr7,FA 
Bat  jer.  Joim  F.  , EA 
Caldweil,  Jack  E.  , Inf. 
Clark,  Alan  Roane,  CAC 
Conway,  Walter  Clem,  CAC 
Riehl,  Conrad  H, , Jr.  FA 
Ronohew,  Jack  N. , CE 
Rorney,  Earvey  C.  , Cav. 
Runlop,  Woodrow  Wm-  , Inf. 
Gray,  Marshall  R.  , Inf. 


Greeley,  Horace,  Inf.  Jackson  Heights,  N.Y. 
Gurney,  Samuel  C.  , Jr.  , Cav.  Ridgewood,  N.J. 
HacKford,  Richard  E.  , CAC 


Ho],  comn,  George  L. , CE 
Horrigan,  iin.  Kienle,  FA 
McR.jnald,  William  E.  , Cav. 
Ohimn,  Nils  Olof,  CE 
Preston,  Maurice  A.  , Cav. 
Rutherford,  Alvord,  CAC 
Sanborn,  Kenneth  0. , Inf. 
Spilosn,  Lawrence  A. , Cav. 
Taylor,  Robert,  erd. , CAC 
Wawie,  Kenneth  Sayre,  SC 
We stover,  Charles  B. , EA 


Attack  Aviation 


2nd  Lts. 

Andrews,  Frank  Vfa. , T5±T' 
Barden,  Richard  R. , SC 
Brtaamel,  Ronald  B.  , 

Benson,  Render  R. , Inf, 
Rurham,  Jasper  N» , Inf. 
Eckman,  Walter,  CE 


Glendale,  Calif. 
Pen  Yan,  N.Y. 
Chicago,  111. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Salem,  Mo. 
Houston,  Texas 


Silver  City,  N.M. 
Houston,  Texas 
Searcy,  Ark. 
Washington,  D.C. 

Abilene,  Texas 
Washington,  R.C. 
Slater,  Mo. 
Olney,  111. 
Manville,  R.  I. 
Newton  Center,  Mass. 


Gardenville,  N.Y. 

Kemp,  Texas 
Fort  Thomas,  Ky. 
Urich,  Mo. 
East  Redham,  Mass. 
Tulare,  Calif. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Potter  Place,  N.H. 
Ott-urawa,  Iowa 
Baltirrore,  15d. 
San  Diego, Calif. 
Washington,  D.C. 


Green,  Malcolm,  Jr.  , Inf. 
Herman,  Robert  H. , CAC 
Hipps,  William  G. , Cav. 
Leland,  Gordon  C.  , Inf. 
Low,  Curtis  Raymond,  CAC 
Marr,  Harold  EVerett.Jr. , 


Saiisalito,  Calif. 
Middletovm,  Ohio 
Curwensville,  Pa. 
San  Jose,  Calif. 
Needham  Hts.  , Ivlass. 
FA  Searport,  Me. 


Miller,  Joseph  A. , Jr.,  Inf.  Brevard,  N.C. 

Pell,  Floyd  Joaq.\ain,  Cav.  Ogden,  Utah 

Posey,  James  Theo,  Inf.  Henderson,  Ky. 

van  Leuven,  Harry  F. , EA  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
FLYING  CARETS 

A’^tack  Aviation 



Arnold,  Walter  Erath,  El  Paso,  Texas 

Bylander,  Richard  Murray^  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Cole,  Perry  Sheiman^^  . Washington,  Ind. 

DeShazo,  Robert  'V'ernon^  Leeds,  Ala. 

Flack,  Rudolph  Emdl  West  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Howery,  Allen  Moor&  Russellville,  Term. 

Huhbaxd,  Ronald  Dean  Warren,  Ohio 

Madre,  John  Douglas  Memphis,  Term. 

Moffett,  Christopher  Otho  Fordyce,  Ark. 

Robinson,  Gerald  Graham 
St'uart,  Robert  Hartwell 
Welborn,  Kenneth  Moses 
Young,  Sig  Rodgers 


Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
San  Jose,  Calif. 

Ky. 

Tucson,  Ariz. 


Bombardment  Aviation 


Adams,  Jack,  «TrI 
Bohnaker,  William  John 
Carlton,  John  Noble 
Courtney,  Harold  Douglas 
Eisenhart,  Charles  Marion 
Green,  Edwin  Smith 
Lindsay,  James  Robert 
liahierre,  Ernest  Roderic 
McGirdty,  Frark  Joseph^ 
Nisbett,  Charles  Albert 
Proctor,  John  Peehlesl 
Sharp,  Frank  Douglas 
Sullivan,  John 'Lynn 
Wade,  Horace  Milton 


Observation  Aviation 
Bacon,  Thomas”HLllipU 


Walters , Okla. 
Platteville,  Wis. 

St.  Peter,  Mirm. 
Fullerton,  Calif. 
Culbertson,  Neb. 
Imperial,  Calif. 
Santa  Paula,  Calif. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Renville,  N.J. 
East  Hartford,  Conn. 

Athens,  Ge. 
Salem,  Ore. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Magnolia,  'Ark. 


Casey,  Edward  RichardS 
Eidson,  Harry  Taylor 
Fitzgerald,  Maurice  Joseph 
Gilbert,  Huntington  Kerr 
Hamilton,  McHenry,  Jr. 

Heinlein,  Oscar  Allen 
Hopper,  Rowland  Wells 

Kime,  Duane  Louis  

Knorre,  Frederick  James,  Jr.  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Lavjrence,  Eeesor  Mott  Oakland,  Calif. 

Longino,  Houston  Walker, Jr. Silver  Creek,  Miss. 
McGowan,  Leland  Stanford  Alhambra,  Calif. 

Nothstein,  Charles  Lewis  Norman,  Okla. 

Pursuit  Aviation 


Bessemer,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.. 
Fort  Snith,  Ark. 

Dorset^  Ft. 
Alexandria,  La. 
Sacramento,  Calif. 
Fresno,  Calif. 
Ivlilwa;ikee , Wis. 


Baxter,  Forrest  Houston 
Bull is,  Harry  J. 
Cleveland,  William  H. 
Feeney,  Francis  Rohert 
Fountain,  Willard  Asa 
Greasley,  Philip  Henry 
Healy,  John  Patrick 
Holcombe,  Elton  Earl 
Hubbard,  Glerm  El wood 
Kluever,  Arnold  F.A.^a- 
Knox,  John  Max 
Mason,  Joe  Lennard 
McSntire,  William  Elza^ 
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Hazel,  S.D. 
Portland,  Mich. 
San  Francisco , Calif . 
Boston,  Ivlass. 
Hialeah,  Fla. 
West  Hartford,  Corm. 
North  Bergen,  N.J. 
Atlanta,  Texas 
Durand,  Wis. 
Atlantic,  Iov;ra 
Nashvi lie,  T enn. 
Columbus , Ohio 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
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McKechnie,  Eobert  Boss 
O'Brien,  Frank  Edwin^ 

Osborn,  John  William 
Pinkston,  Gladv.'yn  Earl 
Prichard,  William  Jesse 
Quinn,  Eobert  Sidney 
Eoberts,  John  Alva,  Jr. 
Eockey,  Guy  Hamilton 
Salzarulo,  Eaymond  PaTiL 
Schwartz,  Patil 
Siiilling,  Sriksen  Emerson 
Slayden,  Van  Hattoi:i^  Fort 
Sparks,  Walter  William,  Jr. 
Starkey,  James  Fred 
Stefonowicz,  LeHoy  Len 
Sul 1 i van,  Wm.  A1 exande r , Jr . 2 
Taylor,  Ozbiim  Early 
Thurman,  Wayne  Earl^ 

Toliver,  Frederick 

Tuell,  Joseph  Charles 
Walker,  Artiuir  James 
Ward,  Brewster 
Westbrook,  Sam  WilkinsSa 
Wintermute,  Ira  Francis 
Wiper,  Samuel  Bey 
Yurkanis,  Paul  John 


Cleveland,  Ohio 
Concord,  N.H. 
Lincoln,  Neb. 
Phillip sburg,  N.J. 
Inverness,  lliss. 
Eochester,  N.Y. 
Beebe,  Ark. 
Athens,  Ohio 
Eichmond,  Ini.. 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Sam  Houston,  Texas 
Inverness,  Miss. 
Greeley,  Colo. 
Wildrose,  N.D. 
Asp  inwall.  Fa. 
Nashville,  Term. 
Lincoln,  Neb. 
Fort  Collins,  Colo. 
Bisbee,  Ariz. 
Nevor  Orleans,  La. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Faunsdale,  Ala. 
Salem,  Ore. 
Sheldon.  N.D. 
South  Boston,  Mass. 


Note:  1 - 2nd  Lieut.  , Cavalry  Eeserve 

2 - 2nd  Lieut.  , Infantry  Eeserve 

3 ~ 2nd  Lieut.,  Field  Artillery  Eeserve 
3a-  1st  Lieut.  Field  Artillery  Reserve 

4 -*  2nd  Lieut.  Engineer  Eeserve 

5 “ 2nd  Lieut.  Coast  Artillery  Eeserve 


Special  Orders  of  the  Wan  Department  assign- 
ed the  conmissioned  gradus.tes  of  the  Air  Corps 
Training  Center  to  the  following  Air  Corps  sta- 
tions for  duty,  as  follows: 

To  Barksdale  Field,  La. : Lieuts.  Eipps.McElroy, 
Sprague,  .van  Leuven  and  Wright. 

To  Brooks  Field,  Texas;  Captain  John  A.  Tarro. 
?o  Fort'Bragg,  N.C;:  Lieut.  Mosby. 

To  Fort  Knox,  Ky. : Lieut.  Lee. 

1*^0  Fort  Lewis,  Wash.  ; Lieut.  Stratton. 

To  Ha-milton  Field,  Calif. ; Lieuts.  Agee,  Wade, 
Dunlop,  Holcoinb,  Preston,  Taylor. 

To  Hawaiian  Department;  Lieuts.  Barden,  Cain, 
Denson,  Diehl,  Durham,  Eckman,  Gray,  Hackford, 
Harnrond,  Holdiman,  Eollovjay,  Ohrean,  Posey, 
Bobbins  and  Rutherford. 

To  Langley  Field,  Va.  ; Lieuts.  Bondley,  Clark, 
Eorney,  ElTis , Klocko , Stevenson. 

To  Maych  Field,  Calif. : Lieuts.  Erummel, 

Donohew,  Green,  HerEien,  Leland,  Low, McDonald, 
Pell  and  Westover, 

To  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.;  Lieuts.  Batjer, 

Greeley,  Gurney,  Sanborn,  Spilmam  and 
Mauldin. 

To  Moffett  Field,  Calif.:  Lieut,  Powell. 

To  the  Philippine  Department:  Lieuts. Caldwell , 
Fellows  and  Eorrigan.  ” 

To  Selfridge  Field,  Mich.;  Lieuts.  Clingerman, 
Eriksen,  Ifegoffin,  Stark  and  Ulricson. 
b’ith  respect  to  the  assignment  to  extended 
active  duty  at  Air  Corps  station  of  the  Flying 
Cadet  graduates,  it  is  expected  that  War  De- 
partment orders  vail  shortly  be  issued  covering 
such  assignments. 


EEIIEEMENT  OF  MASTER  ■ SERGEANT  HIXSON 

Master  Sergeant  William  A.  Hixson,  Air 
Corps,  was''placed  cn  the-tPetired  list,  Septem- 
her  30,  193o,  after  three  decades  of  service, 
atV)  on  September  28th  a banquet  was  tendered 
him  by  the  personnel  of  the  Administrative 
Section,  Base  Headquarters  and  1st  Air  Base 
Sqtiadron,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Colonel  Lawrence  Churchill,  Base  Executive 
i Officer,  conplinented  Sergeant  Hixson  on  his  j 
long  and  efficient  service,  and  stated  that 
the'  best  wishes  of  the  entire  personnel  would  j' 
accompany  him  into  his  well  earned  retirement,  f 
Major  Paul  J.  Mathis,  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Administrative  Section;,  2nd  Lieut.  Paul 
Dane,  former  Adjutant,  and  2nd  Lieut.  William 
L.  Lee,  Jr. , present  Adjutant  of  the  Section, 
also  lauded  Sergeant  Hixson's  services.  The 
members  of  the  organization  with  which  he  was 
connected  presented  Sergeant  Hixson  with  a 
high-powered  automatic  rifle. 

Born  at  Dunlap,  Fetachie  County,  Term,, 
Sergeant  Hixson  enlisted  in  the  tJ.  S.  Army  at 
the  age  of  18,  joining  the  118th  Company, 

I Coast  Artillery  Corps,  at  Fortress  Monroe, Va, 
i Ee  remained  with  this  unit  until  June  15, 

1914,  when  he  reenlisted  for  the  Sixth  Com- 
pany, Coast  Artillery,  in  the  Philippines. 

He  remained  with  the  Coast  Artillery  until 
1922,  when  he  joined  the  Air  Corps  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas.  Vtoen  the  Fourth  Air  Park  sta-, 
tioned  there  was  disbanded,  Sergeant  Hixson^ 

E?as  transferred  in  grade  to  the  newly  organiz- 
ed 59th  Service  Squadron,  Icoated  at  Langley  jk 
i Field,  Va.  , where  he  has  remained  for  twelve  * 

1 years. 

The  Sergeant,  Mrs.  Hixson  and  their  son,  . 
William  A.  , Jr. , will  reside  at  704  Libby 
Avenue.  Eichmond,  Va. 

oOo 

MANY  PEDMDTIONS  AMDNG  ElJiISTED  J/lEN  AT  SANDOLPH 

I 

As  the  result  of  the  additional  increase  in 
personnel  allotted  to  the  Army  Air^ Corps,  15 
Sergeants,  stationed  at  Eandolnh  Field,  Texas, 
were  promoted  to  the  grade  of  St^f  Sergeant; 

27  CorporeJs  were  eleva.ted  to  the  grade  of 
Sergeant,  and  39  Privates  and  Privates  1st 
I Class  were  mad-e  Corporals.  At  the  same  time, 
i Eandolph  Field  vra,s  given  an  increase  of  120 
I men,  and  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  espress- 
j es  the  hope  that  these  will  be  recruited 
i within  the  8th  Corps  Area. 

i The  list  of  new  Staff  Sergeants  include  — 

I Fi*ark  Lewis,  Eugene  J.  Baldauf  and  Eamon  C. 
i Bradford,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Sauad- 
ron; 

Albert  Lessard,  Alonzo  Jacobs,  Jr.,  and 
Porter  W.  Fergerson,  46th  School  Squadron; 

Herman  G.  Mize,  Howard  E.  Bilby  and  Frank 
A.  Bulgawicz,  47th  School  Squadron; 

James  S.  Battle,  Vance  Z.  Cornelius,  52nd 
School  Sqviadron; 

Eoy  L.  Morris  and  ladislaus  J.  Laiewski, 

53rd  Scliool  Squadron;  ^ 

Henry  Feruael  and  Jack  S.  Tifalters,  11th  Ai.'F  • 
Be,se  Squadron. 

4„ 
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19TH  BOMBARDfffiNT  GROUP  YiflUS  DAEDALIAN  Al'ID  GOLOICBIAN  TROPHIES 
By  the  March  Field  Correspondent 


In  an  impressive  ceremony  on  the  morn- 
ing of  September  21st,  before  troops  of 
the  19th  Bombardment  Group,  drawn  up  on 
the  parade  ground  at  March  Field,  River- 
side, Calif. , the  late  Major  General 
Oscar  Westover  and  Major  General  Frank 
M.  Andrews  presented  the  Daedalian  and 
Colombian  Trophies  to  Lieut.  Colonel 
Harvey  S.  Burwell,  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Group.  Both  Trophies,  won  by  the 
19th  Group  for  the  splendid  record  of 
10,942  hours  of  flying  during  which  only 
one  minor  accident  occurred,  were  pre- 
sented as  a blazing  morning  sun  beat 
down  on  the  assembled  troops. 

The  initial  presentation  of  the  new 
Daedalian  Trophy,  given  to  the  Air  Corps 
by  the  Order  of  the  Daedalians,  an  or- 
ganization of  Air  Corps  officers  who  saw 
active  duty  as  pilots  during  the  YYorld 
War,  was  made  by  Major  General  YYestover 
only  a few  hours  before  his  tragic  death. 
Standing  before  the  tall,  gleaming  Tro- 
phy, General  Westover  spoke  feelingly  of 
his  pride  in  the  achievement  of  the  19th 
Group.  He  said:  "Records  show  that  the 
19th  Bombardment  Group  flew  more  hours 
per  airplane  than  any  other  organization 


in  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  or  in  the  entire 
Air  Corps." 

General  Andrews,  in  presenting  the 
Colombian  Trophy,  won  in  1936  and  1937 
by  the  3rd  Attack  Group  of  Barksdale 
Field,  La. , stated  that  exceptional  abil 
ity  of  officers  and  men  was  necessary  in 
being  able • to  acquire  this  Trophy,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  during  the  year, 
the  Group  had  to  fly  and  maintain  a new 
type  of  airplane.  The  Trophy  was  ori 
ginally  given  to  the  Conmaiiuing  General 
of  the  GHQ,  Air  Force  for  presentation, as 
he  saw  fit,  to  any  tactical  unit  of  the 
GHQ  Air  Force,  by  the  Colombian  Govern- 
ment. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Burwell,  himself  a 
Daedalian,  received  both  trophies  for 
his  men  and  himself,  and  stated  that 
credit  should  go  first  to  the  enlisted 
mechanics  for  their  expert  maintenance 
work  and,  second,  to  airplane  commanders 
and  pilots.  Colonel  Burwell’ s leader- 
ship and  strict  supervision  of  the  19th 
Bombardment  Group  was  no  doubt  one  of 
the  main  contributing  factors  in  the 
fine  record  made  by  that  organization 
during  the  past  year. 


— oOo — - 


ARI^ANSAS  NATIONAL  .GUARD  AIRMEI^  COMPLETE  FIELD  TRAINING 
By  Lieut.  Chester  A.  Cockrill,  154th  Sqdn. 


The  154th  Observation  Squadron,  Arkan- 
sas National  Guard,  Little  Rock,  Ark. , 
returned  from  Eglin  Field,  Valparaiso, 
Fla. , on  September  3rd,  after  completing 
one  of  the  most  successful  field  train- 
ing periods  in  its  history.  During  this 
ten-day  period,  practically  all  the 
pilots  and  observers  qualified  in  aerial 
gunnery.  Lieut,  William  D.  Hopson, 
pilot,  was  high  scorer  on  front  gunnery, 
and  Lieut,  Lindley  H.  Clawson,  observer, 
on  rear  gunnery.  Over  thirty  thousand 
rounds  of  ammunition  were  expended  which, 
we  understand,  is  more  ammunition  than 
any  peacetime  unit  has  expended  since 
the  World  War.  Much  of  the  success  of 
aerial  gunnerjr  practice  is  due  to  the 
wholehearted  endeavors  of  Lieut.  Francis 
M, ^Coates,  Armament  Officer;  Lieut. 
Gilbert  Leigh,  Jr. , Assistant  Armament 
Officer,  and  the  entire  Armament  Section 
which  worked -day  and  night. 

The  total  flying  time  during  the  en- 
campment was  363  hours,  35  minutes,  or 
27  hours  and  58  minutes  per  pilot.  The 
total  observer  time  was  64  hours  and  20 
minutes,  or  8 hours  and  2 minutes  per 
observer.  Captain  Robert  H.  Baker,  Op- 
erations Officer,  and  Lieut.  John  D. 

Howe,  Engineering  Officer,  plus  perfect 
ilying  weather,  are  largely  responsible 
for  so  much  flying  time.  Also," the  de- 
sire to  get  away  from  the  hordes  of 


Florida  "biting"  flies  had  a lot  to  do 
with  it.  "Florida  swagger  sticks"  (fly 
swatters)  were  standard  equipment  among 
all  officers. 

Chief  credit  for  the  success  of  our 
1938  encampment  is  due  our  Commanding 
Officer,  Major  Adrian  Williamson,  in  co- 
ordinating the  work  of  the  various  sec- 
tions and  upholding  the  discipline  and 
efficiency  of  the  entire  Squadron. 

During  the  enca^ment  all  pilots  were 
given  an  opportunity  to  fly  the  new 
North  American  0-47A  Observation  plane, 
and  they  handled  it  perfectly.  Our  In- 
structor, Major  Robert  D.  Knapp,  has 
just  returned  from  the  North  American 
factory  with  one  of  these  planes,  and 
the  Squadron  is  very  proud  of  it.  All 
pilots  are  required  to  read  all  tech- 
nical orders  pertaining  to  the  0-47A, 
get  in  ten  hours  of  airdrome  flying,  and 
make  at  least  twenty  landings  before  be- 
ing allowed  to  make  cross-country  trips 
in  it,  Lieut.  Howe,  our  Engineering 
Officer,  spent  several  days  in  the  North 
American  factory,  and  he  and  Major  Knapp 
gave  a very  interesting  lecture  at  the 
officers’  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening, 
September  28th,  on  the  operating  charac- 
teristics of  our  new  airplane. 

— oOo 

The  News  Letter  would  like  to  hear 
from  other  National  Guard  organizations. 
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CONSIDERABLE  TIME  BY  FLYING  INSTRUCTORS 


One  thousand  and  ninety-four  times 
around  the  earth  8.t  the  equator,  at  100 
miles  per  hour  - 27,369,000  miles  - 31 
years  of  continuous  flying  - 273,697 
hours.  Kiese  are  the  calculations  ar- 
rived at  when  a recent  study  was  made  of 
the  total  flying  time  of  a representa- 
tive group  of  officers  at  the  Air  Corps 
Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas.  Only  those  with  more  than  2,000 
hours'  time  were  considered  in  the  tabu- 
lation, which  showed  that  95  pilots  had 
reached  this  figure. 

Dean  of  them  all  is  Captain  B. A. "Bunk" 
Bridget,  with  a total  time  of  6113  hours, 
or  approximately  24  times  around  the 
world  - again  figuring  at  only  100  miles 
per  hour.  Close  on  Captain  Bridget's 
heels  comes  Ma.ior  J.R.  Glascock,  with 
5836  hours,  followed  by  Captain.  J.W. 
Andrew  with  5623  hours;  Major  S.T.  Smith 
with  5053  hours;  and,  finally.  Major 
John  R.  Morgan  closing  the  select  "over 
5000  hour"  group  with  a "bare"  5022 
hour  s . 

Of  the  95  pilots  amassing  the  figures 
set  forth  in  the  first  paragraph,  above, 
a majority  of  them  are  either  Stage  Com- 
manders, Assistant  Stage  Commanders, 
Flight  Commanders,  Flying  Instructors, 
or  directly  connected  with  the  Flying 
Department  of  the  Primary  Flying  School, 
thus  giving  an  insight  into  the  experi- 
ence and  background  of  the  flying  per- 
sonnel of  the  school. 

To  look  at  the  current  picture  regard- 
ing flying  time,  during  the  month  of 
August,  1938,  personnel  of  the  Primary 
Flying  School,  including  instructors  and 
students,  flew  a total  of  16,504  airplane 
hours,  or  a distance  equivalent  to  more 
than  66  times  around  the  earth,  still 
using  100  miles  per  hour  as  the  basis. 

"And  speaking  of  Captain  Bridget,  who 
is  in  the  ultra  exclusive  ' 6, 000 -hour 
Club ,'" concludes  the  Randolph  Field  Cor- 
respondent, "how  many  pilots  are  there 
in  the  Air  Corps,  if  any,  who  can  top 
this  record?" 

— -oOO' 


REFRESHER  COURSE  FOR  RESERVE  OFFICERS 


Eighteen  second  lieutenants  of  the  Air 
Reserve,  who  are  not  graduates  of  the 
Air  Corps  Training  Center,  recently  re- 
ported at  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a special  "Refresher" 
flying  course.  All  of  the  officers  re- 
porting have  had  considerable  flying  ex- 
perience, ei.ther  in  commercial,  private, 
or  military  aviation  in  the  form  of  two- 
week  tours  on  active  duty. 

Scheduled  to  start  their  training  on 
the  Primary  Stage  on  October  10th,  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  progress  suffici- 
ently to  enable  them  to  go  to  the  Basic 
Stage  when  the  regular  class  starts  fly- 
ing there,  about  October  21st. 


The  course  for  the  Reserve  Officers 
will  be  based  entirely  on  the  proficien- 
cy of  the  individual,  sufficient  time 
being  spent  on  each  of  the  two  stages 
at  Randolph  Field  and  also  the  Advanced 
Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field  to  acquaint 
them  thoroughly  with  the  Air  Corps 
method  of  flying.  It  is  expected  that 
the  entire  course  will  occupy  about  12 
weeks. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  course, 
these  officers  will  be  ordered  to  two 
years'  active  duty  with  tactical  organ- 
izations, with  the  possibility  of  an  ad- 
ditional tour  on  active  duty  as  a first 
lieutenant. 

A roster  of  the  second  lieutenants 
taking  the  course  includes: 

F.M.  Adams  Burbank,  Calif. 

W, S.  Bagrick  Detroit,  Mich. 

J.O.  Beckwith,  Jr.  Waterville,  Me. 

L.R.  Gibbouey  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

W.L.  Hawkins  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

W.W.  Holmes  Mineral  Wells,  Texas 

R.J.  Koster  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

C.J.  Laiigmack  Albany,  Ore. 

Eugene  McCui’dy  Tulsa,  Okla. 

C.W.  Maynard  Putnam,  Conn. 

A.J.H.  Mueller, Jr.  Seguin,  Texas 

C.A.  O' Quinn  Atlanta,  Ga. 

F.H,  Pos'tal  Chicago,  111. 

L.E.  Thomas  Austin,  Texas 

C. J.  Tippett  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

N.K.  Warner  Saginaw,  Mich. 

L.W.  Sanders  For'o  Vfeyne,  Ind. 

D. D.  Cascio  New  York,  N.Y. 

oOo— 


THE  FLOWERS  THAT  BLOOM  IN  THE  FALL, ETC. 
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The  organizations  at  Kelly  Field,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  have  worked  industrious- 
ly and  conscientiously  in  the  policing 
of  areas  around  buildings.  Even  though 
the  buildings  are  more  than  20  years 
old,  the  post  always  appears  neat  and 
well  kept. 

The  63rd  School  Squadron  haa  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  landscaping,  plant- 
ing and  in  the  development  cf  a variety 
of  t^^pes  of  plants  and  flowers.  The 
landscaping  was  planned  so  that  flowers 
with  color  variety  adorn  the  barracks 
area  all  twelve  months  of  the  year.  The 
cape  jasmines  would  be  a credit  to  any 
tropical  garden.  Even  now  in  the  fall 
monohs  a new  crop  of  giant  zinnias  are 
blooming  in  abundance.  The  chrysanthe- 
mums, with  large  heads  and  showy  flow- 
ers, have  begun  to  bloom.  But  the  63rd 
has  the  greatest  pride  in  its  roses.  It 
has  no  less  than  200  rose  bushes,  repre- 
senting the  most  beautiful  variety  in 
America.  So,  even  though  the  barracks 
are  old,  Kelly  Field  is  a beautiful  and 
fine  place  in  which  to  live. 

oOo \ 


Major  Armin  F.  Horold,  Air  Corps,  was  jl 
promoted  to  Lieut.  Colonel  (temporary),  :■ 
with  rank  from  October  8,  1938. 
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COLOMBIA 


By  1st  Lieut.  Carl  M.  Parks,  Air  Corps 

Ed.  Note;  .First  Lieut.  Parks,  of  the  24th  Pursuit  Sauadron, 
Alhrook  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  spent  a period  of  two 
weeks  in  Bogota,  Colombia,,  during  the  month  of  August,  as  a 
fencing  official  at  the  Bolivarian  Olympics  which  were  held 
there.  The  following  article  is  an  account  of  his  visit. 


The  "Sahana  of  Bo^’ota"  lies  at  an  alti- 
tude of  8,500  feet  in  the  mountains  east 
of  the  Magdalena  River  of  Colombia.  _It  is 
a long  tray  “like  work  of  nature,  v/hich 
Indian  legend  says  was  formerly  a Lake  - 
Lake  Bogota.  The  legend  would  have  us  be- 
lieve that  many  years  age  a priest  in 
search  of  water  struck  a hock  with  his 
staff  and  water  gushed  forth  - pure  vater- 
forming  a lake.  This  subsequently  drain- 
ed, leaving  a wide  expanse  of  practically 
level  terrain  with  a l“ew  hills  which  pos- 
sibly were  once  islands  in'. Lake  Bogota. 

Since  Bogota  is  so  high  and  so  near 
the  equator,  the  temperature  is  fairly 
constant  the  year  'romid.  The  air  is 
cool  and  invigorating  - dev/nright  cold 
to  those  unaccustomed  to  it  - but  the 
people  of  Bogota  scoff  at  the  idea  of 
heating  their  homes. 

The  city  has  a population  of  about 
325,000,  and  at  the "present  time  is  un- 
dergoing intensive  reconstruction.  Old 
houses  and  buildings  are  being  demolished 
to  make  way  for  new  and  modernistic  struc- 
tures of  Spanish  design.  Wide  new  streets 
are  being  laid,  and  beautiful  parks  crowd- 
ed with  native  flowers  dot  the  city. 

One  of  the  several  points  of  particular 
interest  is  the  Cathedral  of  Moaserate, 
which  is  situa.ted  atop  a mountain  over- 
looking Bolivar  Pass  just  outside  of  the 
city.  The  cathe<^al  proper  is  an  old 
building  to  which  an  addition  has  recent- 
ly been  made,  materials  for  v/hich  were 
carried  up  the  mountain  in  the  arras  of 
natives.  He  is  a proud  Colombian  who 
had  any  part  in' this  reconstruction.  A 
cable -car  scales  the  mountain  now,  and 
there _ is  an  excellent  view  of  the  swjt- 
rounding  countryside  from  the  top.  At 
night,,  flood  lights  illuminate  the  build-, 
ing,  and  from  the  city  below  the  effect 
is  that  of  a cathedral  in  the  sky. 

At  the  point  where  the  priest  presuma- 
bly struck  the  rock  with  his  staff  there 
is  a waterfall  called  "Techandarna  Palls." 
The  river  drops  three  hundred  feet  and 
the  clouds  of  mist  arising  franthe  base 
obscure  at  times  the  hotel  situated  there. 
Vari-colored  lights  which  play  on  the 
falls  at  night  make  it  a beautiful  sight , 
indeed.  Here  religious  fanatics,  disap- 
pointed lovers  and  such,  constantly  bring 
annoyance  to  the  authorities  by  diving 
into  the  river  from  the  brink  ofthefalls. 
Their  bodies  are  never  recovered. 

About  25  miles  from  the  city  to  the 
north  lies  a mountain  which  to  all  out- 
ward appearances  is  much  like  any  of  the 
others.  It  is  literally  a mountain  of  i 
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salt.  Hijge  corridors  have  been  dynamit- 
ed,:out  of  the  pure  rock  salt  which  forms 
the  mountain,  with  solid  pillars  ,af  salt 
left  to  support  the  roof.  There  'is  a 
constant  haze  of  acrid  smoke  from  d;^'-na- 
mite  in  the  vast  halls,  and  the  air  is 
charged  with  the  sharp,  pungent  smell. 

At  the  foot  of  this  mountain  of  salt 
lies  a typical  Colombian  village.  In  a 
small  restaurant  there  I had  my  first 
taste  of  the  rice  v/ine,  considered  such 
a delicacy- by  the  natives.  V/hite  and 
milky,  it. has  a heavy,  sweetish  taste 
which  is  not  agreeable  at  the  first  try. 

The  average  Colombian  apparently  pos- 
sesses quite'  an  appetite,  for  at  meal 
time  twe  complete  and  separate  m.eals  are 
set  before  you.  If  anything,  the  second 
is  larger  than -the  first,  and  it  usually 
happens  that  the  uninitie.ted  has  no  room 
v/hatsoever  left  for  the  second.  All  of 
the  food  is  excellent,  and  something 
might  be  said  for  the  advantages  of  hav- 
ing an  entirely  separate  dinner  to  resort 
to  in  the  event  that  Ho.  1 is  not  to 
one’s  liking. 

Motion  pictures  provide  the  bulk  of  the 
entertainment.  Occasionally  there  are 
dances  -the  maidens  heavily  chaperoned  - 
and  there  are  no  dance  halls  or  ca'barets. 
A new  country  club  is  under  construc- 
tion just  outside  of  the  city,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  help  the  enter- 
taimnent  situation  considerably, 

— ^ — oOo 

DK4TH  OF  TY^O  VRTERAH  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 

The  sad,,  news  was  just  received  of  the 
death  of  two  veteran  Air  Corps  officers  - 
Colonel  Percy  E,  'Van  Mo  strand,  command- 
ing officer  of  March  Field,  Calif. , who 
succumbed  to  a heart  attack,  and  Major 
John  H.  Gardner,  a student  at  the  Com- 
mand and  General  Staff  School,  Ft.  Leaven 
worth,  Kans. , who,  walking  across  the 
ran^)  preparatoiy  to  makirig  a flight,  did 
not  see  a plane  being  taxied  slowly  by 
another  Air  Corps  officer  of  the  School. 

The  deep  sympathy  of  the  Air  Coips  is 
extended  to  the  bereaved  families  of 
these  two  officers. 

^oOo— 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK.  , IITFITES  AIRMEH 

The  154th  Observation  Squadron,  Arkan- 
sas national  Guard,  Little  Rock,  Ark. , 
now  operates  a Hotel  BeGink  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  officers’  club  room.  ,The 
Hews  Letter  Correspondent  of  that  or- 
Continued  on  Page  8) 
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EYEBROWS  EOR  BT-9  AIRPLANES 
By  the  Randolph  Field  Correspondent 

The  recently  devised  ‘^eyebrow'*  slots, 
aproduct  of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Di- 
vision, Wright  Field,  Ohio,  are  being 
installed  on  all  BT-9  type  airplanes  at 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  It  is  expected 
that  the  total  complement  of  planes  at 
this  station  will  be  so  equipped  by  the 
time  flight  training  is  started  for  the 
class  n#w  being  transferred  to  the  Basic 
Stage  of  the  Primary  Plying  School,  The 
installation  of  these  "eyebrows”  has 
somewhat  hampered  the  extended  naviga- 
tion flights  usually  accomplished  by  the 
instructor  staff  between  classes,  but 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  permit  a 
limited  number  of  the  9's  to  be  avail- 
able fir  this  purpose. 

The  installatiin  of  the  slots  is  be- 
ing carried  out  at  Randolph  Field  under 
the  supervision  of  a crew  from  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas. 
As  soin  as  the  Randolph  Field  persinnel 
become  familiar  with  the  installation, 
it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be 
turned  over  to  them. 

Many  favorable  comments  have  been 
heard  on  the  operation  if  the  slots, 
which  are  of  the  fixed  type  rather  than 
those  which  go  into  operation  when  ap- 
proaching a stall.  Affixed  to  the  lead- 
ing edge  of  each  wing,  directly  in  front 
tf  the  ailerons,  the  slots  protrude 
about  three  inches  from  the  leading  edge, 
and  pilots  who  have  flown  planes  equip- 
ped with  them  state  that  they  offer 
little  or^no  added  resistance.  Their 
function  is  to  permit  a smooth  flow  of 
air  across  the  ailerons  at  low  speeds, 
thus  aiding  in  the  more  rapid  recovery 
fr»m  stalls  and  potential  spins. 

An  acute  engine  shortage,  which  for  a 
time  threatened  to  disrupt  student 
training,  was  solved  partially  when  a 
Technical  Order,  changing  the  time  for 
engine  change  on  the  R-975-?  from  350 
hturs  to  300  hours,  was  rescinded.  Dur- 
ing the  time  the  order  was  in  effect, 
both  Duncan  Field,  the  overhaul  depot 
for  the  area,  and  Randolph  Field  person- 
nel worked  overtime  supplying  and  chang- 
ing engines  in  the  BT-9’ s. 

— -oOo— 

SERGEANT  SAYS  GOOD-BYE  TO  ANOTHER  CLASS 

The  graduation  exercises  at  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  on  Wednesday,  October  5th, 
mrked  another  occasion  for  Sergeant 
Joseph  E.  Bigley,  Air  Corps,  one  of 
Kelly  Field’s  "old-timers,"  to  say  good- 
bye to  a class  at  the  Advanced  Flying 
School.  In  Sergeant  Bigley' s opinion, 
v/orking  with  the  Cadets  is  "old  stuff," 
and  yet  always  fresh  and  exciting.  He 
nas  been  the  First  Sergeant  of  the  Fly- 
ing Cadet  Detachment  for  seven  years, 
and  says  he  has  met  as  fine  a group  of 
young  men  as  can  be  found  anywhere  in 


the  country  today.  As  the  result  of  his 
close  contact  with  the  Cadets,  it  is 
only  natural  to  expect  that  the  Sergeant 
made  many  friends  among  them,  and  he  ' | 
bade  them  farewell  with  reluctance.  i 

Sergeant  Bigley  is  a native  of  Yinton, 
Iowa.  He  ran  away  from  home  in  1915  and 
enlisted  in  the  Canadian  Army.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Canadian  Black  Watch  of 
the  V/orld  War,  and  was  a British  Air 
Force  observer.  He  returned  to  Canada 
in  1919  and  was  mustered  out  at  Toronto. 
After  five  years  in  civilian  life,  he 
enlisted  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota. 

Since  then  he  served  in  Hawaii  and  vari- 
ous Air  Corps  fields  in  this  country.  He 
came  to  Kelly  Field  in  1932. 

oOo 

SCOOTERS  BECOME  POPULAR  AT  RANDOLPH 

According  to  the  News  Letter  Corres- 
pondent,  putt,  putts,  and  not  golf  putts 
either,  are  all  the  rage  at  Randolph 
Field,  the  "West  Point  of  the  Air." 

Motor  scooters  of  all  sizes,  types  and 
descriptions  are  in  use  on  the  post,  and 
almost  every  day  more  are  being  added  to 
the  list  of  two-wheeled  agencies  of 
transportation.  All  are  registered  with  I 
the  Provost  Marshal’s  Office,  and  bear  a ii 
Post  identification  tag,  just  like  their  ; 
big  brothers  - the  automobiles. 

Captain  James  S.  Stowell,'  Commandant  ^ 
of  Cadets,  owns  a blue  and  cream  colored  | 
creation,  with  a padded  seat,  lights  for 
night  driving,  and  even  a tiny  horn.  His  ' 
scooter,  however,  is  a "store  bought" 
one,  and  is  much  scorned  by  Lieut,  Joe 
W.  Kelly,  whose  dingy  red  job  is  a pro- 
duct of  his  own  ingenuity.  A washing 
machine  motor,  retired  after  honorable 
service  in  motivating  the  automatic  wash 
tub,  furnishes  the  power.  An  automobile 
fan  belt  transmits  the  power  to  a clutch 
arrangement,  and  from  there  a bicycle 
chain  and  sprocket  take  up  the  burden  of 
carrying  the  q^uarter  horsepower  to  the 
rear  wheel.  A cigar  box  lid  is  the 
brake  pedal,  and  the  handle  bars  were 
salvaged  from  a bicycle  on  the  junk 
heap. 

Between  these  two  extremes  are  at  least  I 
20  other  scooters,  some  of  them  challeng- 
ing Captain  Stowell' s meditun  of  trans- 
portation for  top  honors.  Others  vie 
with  Lieut,  Kelly’s  pride  and  joy  for 
the  position  at  the  bottom  of  the  list. 

— oOo — - I 

Little  Rock  Invites  Airmen  (From  Page  7)  j 

ghnization  states  that  all  pilots  and 
their  passengers  will  be  shown  every  con- 
sideration by  the  Squadron,  and  he  hopes  ; 
Air  Corps  personnel  will  avail  them- 
selves of  these  facilities.  Very  good  j 
meals  at  reasonable  cost  can  be  secured 
at  the  Municipal  Airport  Cafe,  which  is  \j 
in  close  proximity  to  the  hangar  and  jlj. 

administration,  building  of  the  Squadron..  ^ 
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RIO  MTO  ^ GUffiTERI  Gll-ff  OF  THE  19TH  WING 
By  2nd  Lieut,  J.H,  Paul,  Air  Reserve 


Kiose  Air  Corps  pilots  who  ha.ve  served 
in  the  Canal  Zone  will  find  an  old  famil- 
iar ring  in  such  names  as  Chame,  Chepo, 
Chorrera,  Aguadulce,  Pocri,  Las  Lajas, 
i)avid  and  Jaque.  They  will  rememhar  rain 
closing  into  Ghame  PasS|  and  the’  lights 
of  the  Canal  locks  at  night,  and  many 
other  things.  But  most  of  all,  they  will 
rememher  Rip  Hato,  the  gunnery  camp  of 
the  19tli  Wing, 

The  landing  field  at  Rio  Hato  lies  65 
miles  southeast  of  Alhrook  Field,  along 
the  ragged  coastline  of  the  Bay  of  Pana- 
ma. ^ The  com  try  therea'bouts  is  quite 
similar  to  sections  of  southwest  Texas  - 
rolling  lowland,  vpined  with  arroyos, 
and  sparsely  scattered  with  scru'bhy  tim- 
her.  In  a steady  northward  slope  the 
land  rises  to  the  crest  of  a mountain 
ridge  midway  "between  the  Pacific  aaid 
Atlantic  Oceans  - the  Continental  Divide. 

Nearhy  are  the  little  villages  of 
Anton  and  La  ?enta,  the  latter  no?/  in 
the  process  of  coranercializing  a mile- 
long  heach  of  great  "beauty,  and  a half 
mile  offshore  in  deep  "blue  water  lies 
the  *’Farallon  de  Ghlru”  - a massive  rock 
which  is  a landmark  for  miles  around  and 
where  live  the  hungriest  fieh  in 
Christendom,  A modern  inn,  justly 
■famous  throughout  the  Panamanian  Repub- 
lic, stands  on  a "bluff  overlooking  the 
sea.  Its  owner,  Mr.  Asger  Kierulff,  a 
native  of  Denmark,  is  the  principal 
landholder  in  the  vicinity,  and  it  is 
from  his  land  company  that  the  Army- 
leases  the  land  at  Rio  Hato. 

In  April  of  1934,  Major  R.L,  Walsh, 

Air  Corps,  who  then  commanded  the  16th 
Pursuit  Group  at  Alhrook  Field,  recom- 
mended in  a letter  to  the  late  Lieut, 
Colonel  Wm,  C,  McChord,  Commander  of  the 
19th  Wing,  that  the  landing  field  at  Rio 
Hato  he  considered  as  a base  of  opera- 
tions for  ground  and  aerial  gunnery  and 
for  field  maneuvers.  Major  Y/alsh  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  area  was 
particularly  suitable  because  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  no  populated  areas 
nearby;  that  the  country  was  not  heavily 
wooded,  and  he  pointed  out  other  favor- 
able facts.  Mr.  Kierulff  had  stated  in 
a letter  to  Colonel  McChord  that  the  Air 
Corps  was  quite  welcome  to  the  use  of 
his  property  for  gunnery  purposes, 
pointing  out  that  the  place  v/as  ideal, 
with  a good  well,  the  absence  of  malari- 
al mosquitos,  and  with  decidedly  less 
rainfall  than  areas  nearer  the  Canal.  He 
further  stated  that  there  would  be  no 
cost  to  the  government  involved. 

Thus  the  project  was  initiated.  Since 
the  spring  of  1934,  there  has  been  a 
constant  and  growing  use  of  the  field  at 
Rio  Hato.  Barracks  and  sheds  were  built, 
the  field  Improved,  g-unnery  ranges’ laid 
cut,  more  land  was  secured  from  the  o-wn- 


er  through  leases.  Gunnery  camps  were 
held;  Wing  maneuvers  were  based  there, 
and  from  time  to  time  additions  were 
made  to  .equipment  and  installations. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1938,  with  the 
rocurement  of  additional  funds,  the 
9th  Wing  conmenced  a program  of  con- 
struction and  re-construction  at  Rio 
Hato,  with  a view  to  converting  it  into 
a permanent  auxiliary  base,  with  build- 
ings to  replace  tents  and  facilities  to 
care  for  a larger  number  of  officers 
and  men.  Work  was  commenced  inmedi- 
ately,  with  troops  of  the  11th  Engin- 
eers from  the  post  of  Corozal,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Warren  N.  Underwood, 
taking  charge  of  new  construction. 

Barracks  were  built  to  house  a hundred 
men  and  eighteen  officers.  A long  and 
roomy  mess  hall  was  constructed,  and 
kitchen  fixtures  were  installed.  A 
sewage  disposal  system  was  planned  and 
constructed.  Sheds  and  storage  houses 
were  repaired  and  concrete  walks  were 
laid.  .An  officers’  recreation  hall 
came  into  being  by  building  an  addition 
to  an  old  adobe  cabin.  _ Facilities  for 
a post  exchange  were  built  into  one  end 
of  the  mess  hall,  A new  well  was  dug, 
thus  increasing  the  formerly  scanty 
water  supply 

When  the  detachment  of  Engineers  left, 
the  camp  at  Rio  Hato  was  ready.  The 
buildings  were  newly  painted,  and  all 
installations  were  complete.  On  the 
eirening  of  August  29th,  all  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  19th  Wing  were  on  hand_ 
for  the  opening  of  the  camp  with  a Wing 
Dinner,  and  enthusiasm  ran  high.  Every- 
where it  was  agreed  that  field  maneuv- 
ers there  would  take  on  a new  degree 
of  comfort,  convenience  and  efficiency. 

The  camp  at  Rio  Hato  becomes  of  ever 
incree.sing  importance  in  the  projects 
of  the  Air  Corps  in  Panama. 

-._.„o0o— 

PAYED  RUirWAYS  AT  ALBROOK  FIELD 

. A call  for  bids  has  been  made  by  the 
War  Department  for  the  construction  of 
paved  runways  at  Alhrook  field.  The 
specifications  call  for  one  runway  of 
approximately  2,500  feet  in  length  by 
200  feet  In  width  and  another  approxi- 
mately 1,000  feet  in  length  by  75  feet 
in  width.  The  runways  will  fill  a 
need  at  this  station  which’ has  been 
felt  for  some  time,  as  operations  are 
greatly  hindered  at  times  due  to  the 
heavy  rainfall.  No  dates  have  been 
announced  for  the  commencement  of  the 
project,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  it 
will  go  forward  with  all  possible  speed. 
— oOo— 


¥-7865,  A.C. 


A VERSATILE  AIR  CORPS  ORGAITIZATION 


The  Base  Headquarters  and  20th  Air 
Base  Sqi^.dron,  vdth  station  at  Hichols 
Field,  Rizal,  P.1,,  and  commanded  hy 
Major  E.J.  Carpenter,  Air  Corps,  is  well 
represented  in  practically  every  activi- 
ty on  the  post.  In  addition,  it  furnish- 
es 62  men  to  Clark  Field  and  a smaller 
number  to  several  uaiits  in  Manila,  such 
as  operators  for  the  Air  Corps  Crash 
Boats,  to  the  Philippine  Department  Head- 
quarters, Philippine  Division  Military 
Police,  Philippine  Department  Motor 
Transport  Pool,  Camp  John  Hay  and  stu- 
dents at  Fort  William  McKinley,  P.I. 

With  its  present  strength  of  363  men 
and  the  activities  to  which  they  are 
distributed,  it  is  readily  understood 
how  many  vocations  are  required  by  the 
members  of  this  organization  and  their 
importance. 

Captains  Alden  R.  Crawford,  Mark  K. 
Lewis,  Jr. , and  1st  Lieut.  Charles  H. 
Anderson,  Air  Corps,  are  attached  tc  the 
Office  of  the  Military  Advisor,  Govern- 
ment of  the'  Commonwea,lth  of  the  Philip- 
pines. Captain  Crawford  is  the  Acting 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  and 
Captain  Lewis  is  the  Acting  Chief  of  the 
Philippine  Arn^  Air  Corps,  while  Lieut. 
Anderson  is  the  Operations  Officer  and 
Chief  Flying  Instructor  of  the  Philip- 
pine Army.  Captain  J.P.  Kirkendall  is 
on  detached  service  at  Clark  Field.  He 
is  the  Adjutant  of  that  post  and  looks 
after  the  welfare  of  the  62  men  detached 
from  this  organization  at  that  station. 

Other  officers  of  the  Squadron  are  1st 
Lieut.  Jolm  Paul  (Paddy)  Ryan,  who  is 
Squadron  Adjutant,  Custodian  of  Funds 
and  Chemical  warfare  Officer,  with  addi- 
tional post  duties  as  Range  Officer  and 
Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Air  Corps  Main- 
tenance. He  is  at  present  supervising 
the  construction  of  a runway,  which  is 
nearing  completion  and  v/hich  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  taking-off  and  landing 
of  aircraft,  particularly  during  the 
rainy  season,  wfhen  much  of  the  field 
heretofore  was  inundated  during  that 
time.  First  Lieut.  German  P.  Culver  is 
Squadron  Mess  Officer  and  Assistant  Post 
Transportation  Officer,  and  2nd  Lieut. 
William  E.  Covington,  Jr. , is  Supply  Of- 
ficer and  Assistant  Squadron  Adjutant. 

Major  Carpenter  has  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  about  several  improvements 
within  the  Squadron,  na,mely,  the  con- 
struction of  sidewalks,  enlargement  of 
the  squadron  mess  and  the  installation 
of  ten  large  ceiling  fans  in  the  bar- 
racks which  provide  practically  ''Air 
Conditioned"  sleeping  quarters  for  the 
entire  personnel. 

In  spite  of  the  enormous  turnover  of 
personnel,  the  organization  operates  me- 
thodically, with  a high  morale  and  a 
minimum  of  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  similar  organizations  of  its  size. 
Incidentally,  the  363  men  previously 


mentioned  did  not  incliide  39  Philippine 
Scouts  and  5 enlisted  men  from  other 
branches.  The  Philippine  Scouts  main- 
tain the  Philippine  Department  Stables 
which  are  located  at  Nichols  Field. 

— .-oOo 

AERIAL  GUNNERY  TRAINING  IN  PHILIPPINES 

Air  Corps  officers  of  the  4th  Compos- 
ite Group,  Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  recently 
completed  another  phase  of  their  Group  i 
Training  Directive  at  the  ccompletion  of  i 
aerial  gunnery  and  bombing  practice.  f 

Fourteen  officers  participated  in  the  F 
record  practice  and  ten  of  them  made  ( 
qualifying  scores.  , 

In  firing  for  the  qualification  of  i 
Aerial  Gunner,  nine  of  the  ten  officers 
fired  Observation  Course  3 and  one,  1st 
Lieut.  Norman  R.  Burnett,  fired  Pursuit 
Course  4.  This  officer,  with  a score 
, of  680,  attained  the  qualification  of  ' 
i "Marksman. " 

Officers  who  attained  the  qualifica- 
tion of  "Expert"  were  2nd  Lieut.  W.E.  i 
Covington  (800);  Captain  J.P.  Kirkendall 
(704);  2iid  Lieut.  C.K.  Bowen,  Jr.  (662);  i 
1st  Lieut.  Tom  W.  Scott  (652)  and  2nd  , 

Lieut.  J.J.  Nazzaro  (603).  The  qualifi-  ' 
cation  of  "Sharpshooter"  was  attained  , 
by  1st  Lieut.  H.N.  Bui'khalter,  Jr.,  and 
2nd  Lieut.  J.R.  .Gunn,  whos'e  scores  were 
568  and  517,  respectively.  First  Liout. 
Andrew  Meulenberg  with  a score  of  436,  , 

and  Captain  Fred  0,  Tally,  with  432,  | 

qualified  as  "Marksman. " 

— — oOo- — 

ANNUAL  INSPECTION  OF  SELFRIDGE  FIELD 

Lieut.  Colonel  Junius  W.  Jones,  Air 
Corps,  (Inspector  General's  Department), 
who  visited  Selfri^e  Field,  Mich.,  for 
the  puj-pose  of  making  the  regular  annual 
inspection  of  the  activities  ^f  this 
post,  commented  very  favorably  on  its 
condition  and  offered  assistance  in  ob- 
taining the  required  noeds  for  a field 
of  this  proportion. 

Col,  Jones,  accompanied  by  Ma.jor 
Lawrence  P.  Hickey,  1st  Pursuit  Group 
Commander,  made  an  inspection  of  the 
hangars  and  barracks  of  the  Group  during 
the  morning  of  October  6th.  The  a.fter- 
I noon  was  devoted  to  inspection  of  the 
j Air  Base  Supply,  Commissary,  Base  Commu- 
nications, 2nd  ■fea.ther  Squadron  Detach- 
ment end  the  Security  Section.  On  Octo- 
ber 8th,  the  personnel  of  the  Base  Head- 
quarters and  3rd  Air  Base  Squa,dron  were 
inspected  in  ranics,  followed  by  fifteen 
minutes  of  close  order  drill.  During 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  Colonel  Jones, 
accon^^anied  by  Colonel  Henry  B.  Clagett, 
Air  Base  Commander, -and  Lieut.  Colonel 
Laurence  F.  Stone,  inspected  the  Base 
Squadron  Barracks,  Officers'  Club  and 
Mess,  N.C.O.  Club,  Chaplain's  activities,  ' 
Base  Hospital,  Base  Engiiieering  and 
Ordnance. 
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CHANGES  IN  THE  OCTOBER,  1938,  (XASS  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 


In  the  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter  of 
September  15,  1938,  it  was  stated  that  a total 
of  228  candidates  had  qualified  for  appointment 
as  Flying  Cadets  and  were  slated  to  report  at 
the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  School  at  Randolph 
Field,  Texas,  on  October  10th  to  begin  training 
with  the  October,  1938,  class. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  above,  the  num- 
ber ef  Flying  Cadets  in  this  new  class  was  in- 
creased to  236,  but  quite  a number  of  changes 
were  effected  in  the  personnel  of  this  class. 

A total  of  54  candidates  among  those  already 
listed  for  Hying  Cadet  appointment  declined 
same  for  various  reasons,  the  majority  of  them 
expressing  their  desire  to  enter  the  July, 1939, 
class.  Ai>ng  these  latter  are  quite  a nimber 
of  Reserve  officers  of  other  branches  of  the 
service  vdio  are  now  on  active  duty  status  and 
who  preferred  to  delay  their  flying  training 
until  the  termination  of  their  active  duty 
tours.  Others  who  are  still  attending  college 
decided  to  wait  until  their  graduation  there- 
from. These  54  vacancies  were  filled  by  ether 
eligible  candidates  and  eight  additional  ones 
were  also  selected,  thus  making  the  nxmerical 
strength  of  the  Flying  Cadet  sttident  body  in 
the  October,  1938,  Class  236,  as  previously 
stated. 

The  candidates  previously  listed  as  being 
selected  for  Flying  Cadet  appointment  and 
subsequently  declined  same  are  given  below,  as 

follows? 

Woodward,  John  Fort  McClellan,  Ala. 

Canpbell,  Murry  Oates  -Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Nickels,  Qabourne  Woodrow  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Yiveretto,  Donlyn  Berkeley,  Calif. 

Williams,  James  Rhue  Clovis,  Calif. 

Parr, Clifton  Frarklin  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 
Nowells, Richard  Wright  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 
Ciccalone,  Thomas  James  East  Hartford,  Conn. 
Greco,  Ralph  Louis  Kensington,  Conn. 

Marshall,  John  Donald  Savannah,  Ga. 

Poulson,  Paul,  Jr.  Boise,  Idaho 

Beardsley,  Henry  Lindorf  East  St.  Louis,  111. 
ViTnitehurst,  Junius  Prentice  Peoria, 

Floyd,  Harold 


Swinehart,  Marion  Louis 
Bair,  Rohert  Yamell 
Parsley,  Harold  Vincent 
Eyres,  ‘Viliam  Gordon 
Ford,  Eugene  Matthew 
Pollom,  Lester  Winner 
Davis,  Eugene 
Tower,  John  R. 

Blakely,  Carl  PaiiL 
Regan,  Payl  Gerard 
McGrath, John  Francis, Jr. 
Walden,  David  Carroll 
Frederick,  Julian  Ross 
Bash,  Robert  Edwin 
Kaiser,  William  Francis 
Ferrell,  Mas.  Everett 
Wall,  M^vin  R. 

McCorkle,  Leon  M. 

^auk,  Paul  Ignatius 
Larson,  Robert  Sherman 
[Wood,  William  Johnston 
8aar,  Charles  F. 

Speers,  Charles  Frederick 


111. 

111. 

Ind. 

Iowa 

Iowa 

Iowa 

Iowa 


Talamco, 

South  Bend, 

Des  Moines, 
Homick, 

Le  Mars, 

West  Bend, 
Topeka,  Kans. 
Noxanna,  Ky. 
Easton,  Md, 
Boston,  ife,ss. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 
Milton,  Mass. 
Arm.  Arbor, 

East  Lansing, 

Hint, 

Cass  Lake, 
lifinneapolis, 

Salisbury,  Mo. 
Malta,  ^nt. 
Thonpson  Falls, 
Albuquerque, 
Syractise, 
Syracuse , 


Mich, 

Mich. 

Mich. 

Minn. 

Minn. 


Mont. 
N.  IL 
N.  y. 
N.  Y. 


Hoffman,  Charles  Calvin 
Trosper,  Earl  Joseph 
Show^ter,  Frank  M. 
Boatwright  ,Lewellyn  T.  ,Jr. 
McKende,  Jack  F. 

Nendell,  Jack  A. 

Travis,  Frark  H. 

Sherman,  James  Christian 
Venable,  Eugene  Roane 
Harrell,  Richard  0. , Jr. 
Simmons,  Harold  Ernest 
Flowers,  Noel  Quentin 
McFarland,  Donald  L. 
Lowman,  William  Morris 
Dawson,  James  Stenger 
Raab,  Hilary  A. 

Biarke,  Richard  Patrick 


Dewey,  Okla. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Reno , Nevadt 
Ridge  Spring,  S.C. 
Heame,  Texas 
Randolph  Field,  Texas- 
Lexington,  Va. 
Newport  News,  Va. 

Roanoke , Va. 
South  Boston,  Va. 

Seattle,  ?fesh, 
Silverdale,  Wash. 
Spokane,  Wash. 
Buckhannon,  W.  Va. 
Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Laramie,  Wyo- 
Newbur5q3ort,  Mass 


The  62  new  candidates  selected  for  Flying 
Cadet  appointment  for  the  October,  1938,  class 
are  listed  below,  as  follows? 


Wood,  James  William,  Jr. 
Parker,  Harry 
Seeburger,  Francis  F. 
Ehret,  Roland  C. 

Albin,  George  Louis 
Wetherell,  Wells  Seymour 
Eager,  Howard,  Jr. 

Cauthen,  Columbtis  Frank 
Bebn,  Raymond  Gaston 
Aip,  David  Hayden 
Sapp,  Russell  Hale  Vincent 
Hanes,  Horace  Albert 
Booth,  David  F. 

Brennan,  Edward  Joseph 
McCorkle,  John 
Nowak,  Albert  C. 

Ford,  John  Willard 
Brady,  Patrick  Andrew 
Bacon,  David 
Evans,  John  Richard,  Jr. 


McCulloch,  John  H. 
Oswin,  Leonard  Walter 
McWilliams,  George  E. 
Fanckboner,  Austin  F. 
Strathern,  William  E. 
Korte,  Heimo  John 
Mathieu,  John  Ralph 
King,  Arthur  Christere 
Martin,  Bert  C. 
Lindherg,  Allen 
Freeman,  Daniel  W. 
Freeland,  Frank 
Genovese,  Joseph  R. 
Bennink,  Donald  Thomas 
Harsh,  Forrest  R. 
Landes,  Sidney  Winston 
Passage,  John  T. 

Sloan,  William  Green 
Dahl,  Alva  Elroy 
Chapin,  William  E. 
Hoffman,  Gerald  Ward 
B-urhus,  John  L. 

Askew,  Richard  Franklin 
Boyce,  Robert  B. 

Evans.  Robert  W, 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

Jerome,  Ariz. 
Crocke-tt,  Calif. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
San  Diego,  Calif. 
Manchester,  Conn. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Decatur,  Ga. 
Ellijay,  Ga. 
Nampa,  idahe 
Armington,  111 
Chicago,  111 
Chicago,  111 
Chicago,  111 
Chicago,  111 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 
Newton  Center,  Mass. 


Steiumetz,  Joseph  Alexander 
Piollet,  Victor  Emile 
Kirmard,  Claiborne  H. , Jr. 


Newton  Highlands,  Mass. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Grand  Rapids,  ivlich, 
Gilbert,  Minn. 
Grand  Rapids,  Miim. 
Middle  River,  Minn. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Har  1 o-wt  on , Mant . 
Westfield.  N.J. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Chautauqua,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Charlotte,  N.C. 
Wilmington,  N.C. 
lfi.not,  N.D. 
Dayton,  Ohio 
Claxsmore,  Okla. 
EtifauLa,  Okla. 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Bridgeville,  Pa. 
Kingston,  Pa. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Vfy-sox,  Pa. 
Franklin,  Tenn. 
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Griggs,  Lyndall 
Anderson,  Thosaas  Wilson 
Broivn,  M^vern  Hill  W. 
Pennington,  Richard  B. 
McEonald,  Tfe.  Emory ' 
Davis,  Phillip  Martin 
Schauer,  Paul  C. 

Easley,  Samuel  J. 
Wertenhaker,  George  L.  , 
Kinney,  Charles  B. 
Bathke,  Burton  C. 


Friendship , 
Nashville, 
Nashville', 

Old  Hickoryi 
Corsicana, 

San  Antonio, 

San  Antonio, 

Alexandria,  Va. 
Jr. Charlottesville , Va. 

Brovmton,  W.Va. 
liilwauke  e , Wi  s . 


Tenn. 

Term. 

Tenn. 

Tenn. 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 


Hutchinson,  Arthur  Mills  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Flying  Cadets,  Enlisted  ^fen 
Harper,  Henry  A.  SeTleville,  111. 

Company  G,  11th  Inf.,  Ft.  Benj .Harrison, Ind. 
Walsh,  Bayfield  Wm.  Texarkana,  Texas 

6th  Air  Base  Sqdn.  , Barksdale  Field,  La. 


In  the  October  class  as  now  constituted,  in- 
cluding the  113  second  lieutenants  cf  the  Regu- 
lar Army,  who  graduated  from  the  U.  S.  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y.  ,'  in  June,  1938,  and 
were  assigned  to  the  Air  Corps  for  flying  train- 
ing, Illinois  leads  the  States  represented  with 
a total  of  32  students,  followed  by  New  York 
with  27.  Other  States  which. are  represented  by 
five  or  more  students  are  Pennsylvania  with  18; 
California,  17;  Oklahoita,  15;  Alabama  e.-nd  Massa- 
chusetts, 14  each;  Tennessee,  13;  IvHchigan  and 
Ohio,  12  each;  New  Jersey  and  Georgia,  10  each; 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  9 each;  Iowa,  8;  Virginia, 

7;  Connecticut,  Kansas,  Minnesota  and  Mississip- 
pi, 6 each;  ^Florida,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
souri, Washington  and  Wyoming,  5 each. 

Keeping  in  step  mth  her  State,  Chicago  leads 
the  cities  represented  in  the  new  class,  with 
14  students.  Other  cities  represented  by  three 
or  more  students  are  Nev/  York  City  vrith  6;  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  and  Washington,  D.C. , 5 each; 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Detroit, 
Mich.,  4 each;  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  , and  Champaign, 
111. , 3 each. 

— — oOo — - 


STATION  ASSIGNMENTS  ICR  NEW  AIR  CORPS  OFFICERS 


In  the  previous  issue  of  the  Air  Corps  News 
letter  there  was  listed  the  names  of  183  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  who  recently  passed  the  com- 
petitive examination,  and  were  commissioned  in 
the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  as  of  October  1, 
1933.  The  station  assignments  of  these  new 
officers  were  also  given  except  in  the  cases  of 
those  enumerated  helow  who  recently  received 
orders  assigning  them  to  stations,  as  follows: 

To  Randolph  Field,  Texas:  2iid  Lts.  Philip 
Beeton  Klein,  Donald  VJilliem  Haanran. 

To  March  Field,  Calif. : 2nd  Lieuts.  Richard 
Frederick  Lorenz,  Tiiomas  Kerns  Hampton,  Marcus 
Fleming  Cooper,  John  Mark  Ferris,  jbisley  Watson, 
Jesse  Anders  Smith. 

To  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; 2nd  Lts.  Donald 
Root  Strotner,  Bernard  Adolf  Schriever,  Harry 
Wilson  Markey,  Donald  Ellis  Ridings. 

To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 2nd  Lieuts.  Raleigh 
Hun'ber  Macirlin,  Joshua  Thomas- Winstead,  Jr. 

To  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; 2nd  Lieuts.  Mayhue 
Delbert  HLaino,  James  Oldham  Ellis. 

.To  Bolling  Field,  D.C. : 2nd  Lieut.  Marvin 
Christian  Dernier. 

To  San  Antonio  Air  Depot,  Texas,  for  duty 
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with  3rd  Transport  Squadron:  2nd  Lieuts. Leslie 
Etheridge  Marf in,"  ildward  George  Kiehle. 

To  Middletown  Air  Depot,  Pa.  , for  duty  vjith 

2n'd~Transport  Squadron:  L eonard'  iiui r fiohrbou^ 

James  John  Roberts. 

To  Rockwell  Air  Depot , Coronado , Calif., 

4th~  Transport  SqiJadron:  2nd  Lieuts.  Thomas 

Scott  Algert,  William  Waring  Miller. 

To  Fairfield  Air  Depot,  Patterson  Field, 

for  duty  with  1st  Transport  Sq.uadron:  2nd  Lts. 

Evart  Wilbur  Hedlund,  Kenneth  Wilbur  Lawver. 

, oOo — - 


for 


Ohio, 


OOim  SSIONS  FOR  MARCH  FIELD  RESERVE  OFFICERS 


Of  63  March  Field  Reserve  officers  who  took 
the  competitive  examination  for  Regular  commis- 
sions, twenty-four,  or  38'^^,  were  appointed  2nd 
Lieutenants  in  the  Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  on 
October  1,  1938,  viz: 

32nd  Bombardment  Squadron 
Connally,  Jamei“n  Waco,  Texas. 

McIntyre,  Patrick  W.  Chicago,  111. 

Schmitt,  Arthur  W.  , Jr.  IMdison,  N.J. 

30th  Bombardment  Squadron , 


Byerly,  Jean  R. 

Bordelon,  Henry  0. 
Schvranbeck,  Raymond  V. 
Reynolds,  Elbert  D. 

Ketcham,  Edvra,rd  W. 

Hardy,  Robert  F. 

Ferris,  John  M. 

Schaetzel,  George  E. 

19th  B ombardme nt 
K rep  s , Kenneth  R, 


Estes  Park,  Colo. 
Marksville,  La. 
Ash  Fork,  Ariz 
Beaumont , T exar 
Madison,  S.D. 

Flint,  Mich. 
Detroit,  Ivlich. 
Alhambra,  Calif. 
Group 

Riverside,  Calif. 


Calif. 

Calif. 


58th  Reconnaissance  Sq.uad.ron 
Ecklund,  Sven  H.  Los  Angeles, 

Herlick,  Conrad  J.  Saai  Bernardino, 

34th  Attack  Squadron 
Rendle,  Irvine  A.  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

Box,  Clyde  Nevada,  Texas 

Hatcher,  William  A.  , Jr.  Detroit,  Mich, 

95th  Attack  Squadron 

Travis,  James  LT  Portland,  Ore. 

Funk,  Ben  I.  Wray.  Colo.  || 

Lorenz,  Richard  F.  Chicago,  111. 

.YJilson,  Delmar  E. 


Chicago,  111. 

■ . Ephrata,  Wash. 
73rd  Attack  Sgoadrop. 

Bywater,  Murray  A.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Carlson,  Arthur  C. , Jr.  Jerome,  Ariz. 

Gallagher,  Francis  B.  El  Paso,  Texas 

- — oOo 


AIR  CORPS  OFFICER  ON  DUTY  WITH  NAVY 


Lieut.  Colonel  Early  E.W.  Duncan,  who  has 
been  Public  Relations  Officer  at  Ivlarch  Field, 
Riverside,  Calif.  , since  1936,  was  recently 


ordered  to  San  Diego,  Calif.,  for  one  year's 


duty  as  War  Department  Representa.tive  on  the 
staff  of  the  Comtrandant  of  the  Aircraft  Battle 
Force. 

— -oOo — - 


COLONEL  FRANK  APPOINTED  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 


Colonel  Walter  H.  Franlc,  Air  Corps,  was  ap- 
.pointed,  effective  September  30,  1938,  as 
temporary  Wing  Commander,  vdth  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Air  Corps. 
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NATIONAL  GUARD  AIRMEN  FAIL  TO  QUALIFY  AS  SAILORS 


Lieut.  Chester  A.  Cockrill,  author  of 
the  article  on  the  encampment  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Fla.,  of  the  154th  Ob ser vat i^'n 
Squadron,  Arkansas  National  Guard,  and 
which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 
tells  a“’very  amusing  incident  which  oc- 
cur ed  shortly  following  the  arrival  of 
the  National  Guard  airmen  at  the  cani). 

The  convoy  and  flight  arrived  at  Gamp 
Eglin,  Valparaiso,  Fla,,  on  Saturday. 

The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  all  officers 
were  granted  leave,  with  the  understand- 
ing tliat  they  would  be  back  at  the  cai^ 
in  time  for  retreat  at  5; 30  p.m.  An  im- 
portant officers*  meeting  was  scheduled 
for  6:30  p.m. , in  preparation,  for  flying 
operations  during  the  camp. 

That  afternoon,  Captain  Charles  M. 

Taylor,  Lieut.  Joel  Y.  Ledbetter  and 
Lieut.  Cockrill,  clad  only  in  swimming 
trunks,  rented  an  18-foot  sailboat^ at 
Fort  Walton  and  attempted  to  sail  it 
down  Choctawha tehee  Bay  to  Valparaiso,  a 
distance  of  approximately  eight  miles. 

Just  before  leaving,  the  owner  of  the 

boat  very  carefully  explained  to  us  how  __  ^ . 

to  operate  the  running  lights.  I thought j ing  the'^instigator ' of  the  trip, “was 
It  was  funny  at  the  time.  Ee  assured  us,|'blamed  for  all  our  ill  luck,  and  we 
however,  that  there  would  be  no  need  for 


tools  of  any  kind.  We  frantically  work- 
ed the  tiller  back  and  forth,  but  the 
tide  was  too  much  for  us.  We  just  knew 
all  the  fish  breaking  around  the  boat 
were  sharks  o.nd  had  visions  of  going  to 
sleep  and  falling  off  the  boat,  which 
was  not  big  enough  for  three  people  to 
sleep  on. 

At  10:30  p.m.,  we  heard  the  motor  of 
a boat  and  finally  attracted  its  atten- 
tion with  our  red  lantern.  Luckily,  we 
had  drifted  into  the  Gulf  in  the  path 
of  a fishing  boat  returning  from  a two 
days’  fishing  trip  in  the  Gulf.  We  were 
towed -in  to  "Val-p”  and  none  of  us  has 
been  in  the  boat  since. 

Eight  and  one-half  hours  in  a small 
sailboat,  clad  only  in  swimming  trunks, 
with  no  food,  water,  cigarettes  or 
stimulants  was  an  experience  that  none 
of  us  wish  to  repeat.  We  all  decided 
that  the  air  was  nrach  safer  than  the 
water.  Just  before  we  were  rescued  I 
suggested  that  we  use  our  last  match  to 
burn  the  sails,  as  they  weren’t  doing 

Captain  Taylor,  be- 


us  any  good  anyway. 


the  lights;  that  once  we  got  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  bay  we  would  strike  a 
strong  wind,  and  that  it  would  not  tales 
us  more  than  an  hour  and  a half  at  the 
most  to  get  to  ”Val-p.”  We  had  no  diffi- 
culty getting  started  and  soon  arrived 
at  the  highway  bridge,  which  we  had  to 
pass  under. 

Our  mast  was  too  hi^h.  so,  as  instruct- 
ed, we  blew  on  the  ship’s  horn  three 
times  and,  after  tacking  araund  several 
times,  the  bridge  was  finally  opened, 
tying  up  traffic,  and  we  were  away  like 
a house  on  fire.  We  had  no  more  than 
passed  under  the  bridge  than  the  wind 
died  down.  We  never  did  strike  the  pro- 
mised breeze,  and  from  that  time  on  we 
barely  moved  - and  then  sometimes  back- 
wards. At  dask  we  arrived  at  the  en- 
trance of  Valparaiso  Bay,  where  we  en- 
countered a strong  land  breeze.  Despite 
my  comrades’  claims  that  they  were  expe- 
rienced sailors,  they  could  not  tack 
successfully  into  the  narrow  bay.  Short- 
ly after  daj’k,  the  wind  died  down  and  we 
were  again  becalmed.  We  began  drifting 
aimlessly  out  into  the  bay  towards  the 
Gulf  and  could  tell  from  the  drag  on  our 
anchor  that  the  outgoing  tide  was  going 
to  Carry  us  out  into  the  Gulf.  We  at- 
ten^ted  to  light  our  running  lights  and 
found  that  only  the  red  light  had 
wick  or  coaloil.  We  atten^^ted  to  signal 
for  help  with  the  red  light,  but  with  no 
Wesult.  We  shouted  and  I blew  SOS  on 
the  ship’ s horn  until  I was  out  of 
breath,  but  try  as  we  might  we  couI.d  at- 
tract no  attention.  Not  having  a paddle, 
tried  to  tear  up  the  floor  boards, but 
they  were  securely  nailed.  We  had  no 
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accu-sed  him  of  having  shot  the 
Albatross.  What  we  needed  was  a sea 
captain  and  not  a captain  in  the  Nation- 
al Guard.  Major  Adrian  Williamson  was 
so  relieved  to  find  us  that  he  forgot 
to  discipline  us  for  missing  the  offi- 
cers’ meeting. 

oOo 

AVIATION  OEDNANCE  SCHOOL  STARTS  NEW  CLASS 

Lieut.  Commander  Ernest  W.  Litch, 
llavai  representative  of  the  General 
Headquarters  Air  Force  staff,  spoke 
briefly  on  October  3rd  at  the  opening  of 
the  fourth  annual  two-month’s  course  of 
instruction  at  the  School  of  Aviation 
Ordnance  at  Langley  Field,  Va,  He  dis- 
cussed the  relationship  and  the  import- 
ance of  properly  assembled  bombs  and 
equipment  in  the  airplane  of  today  and 
stated  the  Navy  was  interested  in  avia- 
tion ordnance, 

Lieut.  Colonel  Russell  L.  Maxwell, 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Tenth  Ordnance 
Service  Company  and  Ordnance  Officer  of 
the  GHQ,  Air  Force,  and  Captain  Edward  P. 
Mechling,  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
First  Platoon,  also  presented  viewpoints 
on  the  iiiportance  of  ordnance  in  the  Air 
Corps. 

At  the  time  the  Langley  Field  branch 
of  the  School  of  Aviation  Ordnance  offi- 
cially announced  its  enrollment  of 
eleven  students  in  the  stuly  of  bombard- 
ment bombs,  five  other  air  bases  also 
started  their  respective  courses  of  in- 
structionj  including  pyrotechnics  at 
Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; administrative 
study  at  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. ; Attack 
bomb  course  at  Barksdale  Field,  La. ; ma- 
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chine  gun  and  aircraft  at  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich, ; and  at  March  Field,  Calif., 
instructors  will  train  Ordnance  Reserve 
officers  as  assigned  to  the  CEQ,  Air 
Force. 

T.L.  Gaines,  Hampton,  will  he  instruc- 
tor in  amnronition  at  the  local  school, 
with  Sergeant  Fred  A.  Riley  as  instruc- 
tor in  small  arms.  The  students  include 
Staff  Sergeants  G.A.  Aamold  and  H.R, 
Fitzwater,  of  the  First  Platoon;  Pri- 
vates Henry  Charletta  and  R.L.  Vick,  of 
the  49th  Bombardment  Sguadron;  F,  L. 
Poisker  and  J.J.  Guzewich,  of  the  96th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  and  W.A.  Brown, 

W.?h  Boyd,  C,S.  Jackson,  B.  Kinley  and 
C.  Lambert,,  of  the  First  Platoon. 

Commander  Litch  arrived  at  Langley 
Field  on  October  3rd  from  Pensacola, 

Fla. , where  he  has  been  stationed  for 
some.  time.  Born  in  Boston,  Mass.  , on 
November  22,  1897,  he  graduated  from  the 
Naval  Acadeny  at  Annapolis,  Md. , in 
1919.  Baring  his  years  of  Naval  aviation 
service  he  has  served  on  all  the  airplane 
carriers  in  the  United  States  Fleet. 

— — oOo 

AIR  CORPS  ACTIVITIES  IN  HAWAII 

The  4th  Reconnaissance  Sqaadron.  has 
been  engaged  in  transition  and  familiar- 
ization flights  in  B~1S  airplanes  with 
the  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron.  At  this 
writing,  all  pilots  have  been  checked 
off  and  are  nbv/  making  additional 
flights  for  more  thoroagh  familiarisa- 
tion. Five  of  the  Squadron's  B-12's 
have  alread^^  been  transferred  out,  and 
the  hangar  is  being  made  ready  with  ad- 
ditional hoists  and  wing  lifts  for  B-18 
assembly. 

The  activities  of  the  23rd  Bombardment 
Squadron  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
September  were  devoted  primarily  to 
checking  off  and  giving  B-18  transition 
flying  to  all  assigned  officers  of  the 
4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron.  These  of- 
ficers, who  are  shortly  to  begin  opera- 
tions with  their  own  B-18  airplanes, 
tackled  the  transition  flying  with  much 
eagerness.  As  a result,  all  were  check- 
ed off  as  soon  as  the  minimum  flying 
time  requirements  were  fulfilled  in 
either  the  pilot  or  co-pilot  status,  de- 
pending upon  their  qualifications.  Af- 
ter checking  off,  all  were  given  five 
hours  additional  flying  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  B-18's  before  they 
start  work  with  their  own  planes. 

With  the  aid  of  the  two  B-12*s  from 
the  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  the 
23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  has  been  carry- 
ing on  aerial  guanery  off  shore  from 
Kaena  Point.  So  far,  only  practice 
courses  have  been  fired,  but  the  entire 
Squadron  is  waiting  for  the  record  fir- 
ing^ to  see  how  the  combat  crews  compare. 

_ The  first  four  months'  course  for  en- 
listed combat  crewmen  has  been  completed 
and  all  who  took  the  Squadron  course  of 


instruction  were  given  their  final  exam- 
ination the  first  week  of  September.  The 
grades  have  not  yet  been  published,  but 
all  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
school  feel  that  the  results  will  be  sat--, 
isfactory. 

The  31st  Bombardment  Squadron  has 
taken  over  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
Hickara  Field  tent  caipp  for  the  month  of 
September,  In  addition  to  many  minor 
construction  details,  the  men  of  this  or- 
ganization will  construct  a new  mess 
hall,  kitchen  and  day  room.  Flying  has 
been  cut  to  a minimum  for  the  month. 

The  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron  was  busy 
during  the  last  two  weeks  of  September 
familiarizing  the  personnel  of  the  50th 
Reconnaissance  Squadron  wi^h  the  B-18 
airplan.e.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  the 
near  future  the  50th  Squadron  will  be 
equipped  with  B-18's  to  replace  the 
B-IB"^  s they  are  now  using. 

oOo  — 

PERSONNEL  NOTES 

The  following -named  A..C.  officers,  who 
held  temporary  appointments  In  rne 
grades  indicated,  received  permanent  ap- 
pointment in  such  grades,  with  rank  from 
October  1,  1938,  viz; 

Lieut.  Colonel  Oliver  P.  Echols, 

Majors  Ralph  B.  Yfelker,  Clarence  B. 
Lober,  John  K.  Cannon,  Arthiqr  J.  Melan- 
son,  Theodore  J.  Koenig,  Grand! son 
Gardner,  Alvan  C.  Kincaid  and  Omer  0. 
Niergarth. 

Effective  October  1,  1938,  Captain 
Kenneth  N.  Walker  was  appointed  to  the 
grade  of  Major  (temporary). 

Upon  their  own  application,  Major 
Edward  D.  Jones,  of  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif.,  was  retired  from  active  service, 
effective  September  30,  1938,  after  more 
than  21  years'  service,  while  Colonel 
Albert  L.  Sneed,  stationed  at  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala, , is  to  retire  from  active 
service,  effective  December  31,  1938, 
after  more  than  54  years'  service. 


Lieut.  Colonel  Charles  B.  Oldfield, 
Air  Corps,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Air  Corps  troops  at 
Fort  Lewis,  V/ash. 


Upon  the  completion  of  his  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department,  Captain 
Frank  D.  Klein,  Air  Corps,  is  assigned 
to  duty  at  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. 


Air  Reserve  officers  assigned  to  ac- 
tive duty  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  to 
October  2,  1940,  are  2nd  Lieuts.  Lewis 
A.  Sanders,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. , and  Don 
Monenick  Cascio,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 
Other  Reserve  officers  assigned  to  this 
station  are  2nd  Lts.  Joseph  C.  Mackey, 
of.  Columbus,  0,,  and  John  A.H.  Miller, 
Coffayville,  Kans. , to  October  9th  and 
7th,  1943,  respectively. 
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AIR  DRMORSTRATION  AT  LEGION  CONVENTION 

With  its  customary  phrase  - "A  routine 
flight"  - twelve  B-17*s  of  the  Second 
Bombardment  Group  took  off  at  sufficient 
intervals  and  on  different  routes,  so 
that  each  flight  would  be  individual, 
for  March  Eield,  Calif. , to  participate 
in  the  exercises  incident  to  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Convention.  All  kinds  of 
weather  was  encountered,  with  headwinds 
of  considerable  force.  The  weather  at 
March  Eield,  the  terminal,  was  quite 
bad,  but  all  ships  got  through  without 
any  mishap. 

As  is  fitting  for  a superior  airplane 
(the  B-17) , the  2nd  Bombardment  Group  of 
Langley  Eield  led  the  parade,  and  the 
B-17's  aroused  much  comment  due  to  their 
appearance  of  streamlined  efficiency. 

Touching  on  the  participation  of  the 
49th  Bombardment  Squadron  in  the  aerial 
demonstration  during  the  American  Legion 
Convention,  the  News  Letter  Correspond- 
ent states  that  the  officers  who  navigat- 
ed to  and  from  the  West  Coast  ?/ere  those 
other  than  the  qualified  Celestial  navi- 
gators, but  that  the  49th  came  throngh 
as  usual.  The  Squadron  completed  the 
mission  non-stop  from  Langley  Eield  to 
March  Eield,  as  originally  planned.  The 
respective  elapsed  tim.es  ©f  the  planes 
of  the  49th  were  12:30,  12:40  and  13:10 
hours. 

All  officers  of  the  20th  Bombardment 
Squa(^on,  with  the  four'  B-17  airplanes, 
participated  in  the  aerial  demonstration 
during  the  Legion  Convention  at  Los 
Angeles,  This  Squadron  flew  individual 
navigation  missions  approximately  eight 
minutes  apart. 

- — oOo- — 

CONGEATNXATIONS  EOR  GENERAL  KILNER 

^Officers  and  enlisted  men  at  Langley 
Eield,  Va.  , were  elated  when  the  nev/s 
was  received  that  Colonel  Walter  G. 
Kilner,  Chief  of  Staff,  GHQ  Air  Eorce, 
had  been  promoted  to  the  po“st  of  Assis- 
tant to  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  with 
the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  The  new- 
ly appointed  Brigadier  General  was  at 
his  desk  when  the  news  was  received,  and 
throughout  the  day  he  was  kept  busy 
answering  congratulatdry  calls  from  mili- 
tary associates  and  over  the  telephone. 

"Tne  appointment  came  as  a complete 
surprise  to  me,"  the  nev/  Assistant  Chief 
said, _ "and  I am  gratified  with  the  many 
felicitations  that  have  come  to  me.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say  at  this  time." 

General  Kilner  is  a native  of  Syracuse, 
New  York.  He  graduated  from  the  United 
State s_ Military  Academy,  YIest  Point, 

N.Y.,  in  1912,  and  two  years  later  he 
joined  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal 
Corps,  He  served  at  a number  of  fields, 
attended  the  Tactical  School  at  Maxwell 
Eield,  Ala. , the  Army  Industrial  College 
and  the  Array  War  College  at  Washington, 


D.C.,  and  the  Air  Corps  Engineering 
School  when  it  w&s  located  at  McCook 
Eield,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Langley 
Eield,  Va. , about  two  years  ago  as  Chief 
of  Training  and  Operations.  He  was  as- 
signed as  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  GHQ,  Air 
Eorce  on  Septem.ber  1,  1938. 


Special  Orders  of  the  War  Department, 
recently  issued,  relieved  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Walter  G.  Kilner,  Assistant  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  from  detail  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Staff  Corps  and 
from  assignment  to  the  General  Staff 
with  troops,  and  from  further  duty  as 
Chief  of  Staff,  GHQ  Air  Eorce,  Langley 
Eield,  Va. , and  assigned  him  to  duty  in 
the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D. C. 

oOo 

NOTES  ON  LAl\fGLEY  EIELD  ACTIVITIES 

Since  the  B-15  has  been  assigned  to 
Langley  Eield  and  to  the  49th  Bombard- 
ment Squadron,  so  many  senior  officers 
have  evinced  a desire  to  see  this  plane 
that  tours  are  conducted,  and  Lieut. 
Robertson  was  made  "Chief  Guide"  for  the 
inspection,  of  the  B-15.  The  scribe  of 
the  49th  states  that  "Robbie"  has  proved 
to  be  quite  an  orator,  with  a vast  fund 
of  information,  and  so  he  was  delegated 
as  Chief  of  the  Rubber-Neck  Section  of 
the  49th. 

All  of  the  Reserve  officers  of  the 
49th  Bombardment  Squadron  who  took  the 
examination  for  commission  in  the  Regu- 
lar Army  Air  Corps  received  them,  and  so 
the  49th  again  came  through  a hundred 
percent.  Congratulations  and  best  wish- 
es are  extended  to  the  new  second  lieut- 
enants - John  B.  Montgomery,  Henry  C. 
Gcdman,  Bela  A.Harcos  and  John  H.  Eakin. 


During  the  latter  part  of  August,  the 
96th  Bombardment  Squadron  was  given  one 
of  the  new  B-18A  Bombardment  planes  for 
comparison  tests  with  the  B-18.  All  of- 
ficers who  had  the  opportunity  of  flying 
this  airplane  commented  on  the  increased 
comfort  of  this  latest  type  plane. 


The  96th  Bombardment  Squadron  is  proud 
to  announce  that  all  enlisted  men  assign- 
ed to  the  Bombardiers’  School  successful- 
ly passed  the  course  and  qualified  as 
Borabardi  er  s. 


Lieut.  G. E.  Williams,  cf  the  20th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron,  recently  established 
what  is  believed  to  be  a military  record 
at  skeet  shooting.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  birds  were  broken  before  one  got 
away  intact. 


The  Hqrs.  and  Hqrs.  Squadron,  2nd  Bom- 
bardment Group,  now  has  two  BC-l's,  Cap- 
lain  C.E.  O’Connor  recently  ferrj^ing  one 
to  Langley  Eield  from  the  North  American 
Aircraft  Corporation,  Inglewood,  Calif. 
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AIE  COHPS  05EICERS  IN  TIIE  PHILIPPINE  DEPABMENT  ^-|j 
By  the  News  Letter  Correspondent  ' 

For  the  information  of  the  readers  of  the  Air  Corps  News  Letter,  we  publish  the  following  ii 
list  of  officers  who  are  now  performing  duty  in  the  Philippine  Department,  shcv/ing  also  the  j 
date  their  foreign  service  commenced; 


Rank 

Name  Name 

Tour 

started 

Lt.  Col. 

Poyce,  Ralph 

June, 

1937 

Lt.  Col. 

Crom,  Vfilliam  E. 

Oct. 

1937 

Major 

Seaton,  David  S. 

Feb. 

1937 

Major 

Blackburn,  Lloyd  C. 

May 

1938 

Major 

Carpenter,  Earle  J. 

Oct. 

1937 

Major 

ivfcNeil,  Guy  L. 

Feb. 

1938 

Iviajor 

Backe  s , Cliar  1 e s 

Oct. 

1937 

Cantain 

Crawford,  Alden  R. 

Oct. 

1937 

Can tain 

Kirkendall,  John  P. 

Feb. 

1938 

Contain 

Bacher,  Fredericl^:  A. 

Jr. 

Oct. 

1937 

Cantain 

Lewis,  Mark  K.  , Jr. 

May 

1937 

Captain 

Harbold,  Norris  B. 

May 

1937 

Captain 

Tally,  Fred  0. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Bromifield,  Ralph  0. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Pillet,  Frederick  A. 

Oct. 

1936 

1st  Lt. 

Lnlay,  Talma  W. 

May 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Hood,  Reuben  C. , Jr. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Ryan,  John  P. 

Feb. 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

BrcAnfield,  Leon  R. 

Iviay 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Scott,  Tom  W. 

Oct. 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Calhoun,  Frederick  E. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Burnett , Norman  R. 

Oct. 

1957 

1st  Lt. 

Miller,  Joseph  A. 

May 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Ivbthenvell , David  N. 

Ju3.y 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Bovman,  Wendell  W. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Anderson,  Charles  H. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Harris,  H-unter,  Jr. 

Feb. 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Ivfeulenberg,  Andrew 

Feb. 

1938 

1st  Lt. 

Bijrkhalter,  Harry  N.  , 

J r. 

July 

1937 

1st  Lt. 

Blair,  Jeroi-ne  E.  II 

Oct. 

1936 

1st  Lt. 

Donovan,  Stc-mley  J. 

Oct. 

1936 

1st  Lt. 

Culver , German  P . 

May 

1938 

1st  Lt. 

NeaD,  John  0. 

Oct. 

1937 

2nd  Lt. 

Maschmeyer,  Edward  W. 

* 

July 

1937 

2nd  Lt. 

Combs,  Cecil  E. 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Gumn,  Jaimes  R. 

¥iay 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Bowen,  Carl  K. , Jr. 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Bartella,  John  M. 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Gray,  Jackson  H. 

May 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Covington,  Wm..  E.  , Jr 

• 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Nazzaro,  Joseph  J. 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Necrason,  Conrad  F. 

Feb. 

1938 

2nd  Lt. 

Todd,  Paul  S. 

May 

1937 

■"Air  Reserve 


Remarks  (Principal  duty) 

Air  Officer  : 

C.O.  Nichols  Field  and  4th  Conposite  Group  |! 

C.O.  Philippine  Air  Depot.  |' 

C.O.  2nd  Observation  Squadron  | 

C.O.  Base  Hqrs.  and  20th  Air  Base  Squadron 
C.O.  28th  Bomb.  Squadron  (Clark  Field)  ‘ 

Group  Operations  Officer  ,[ 

Duty  v/ith  Philippine  Commonwealth  Govt. 
Adjutant,  Clark  Field,  (temporary  duty).  [ 

Philippine  Air  Depot*  :[ 

Add.  duty  Comnonwealth  Government*  |j 

C.O.  , 3rd  Pxirsuit  Squadron.  | 

Philippine  Air  Depot  , 

Post  Exchange  Officer 

Group  Com.  and  Armament  Off.;  Post  Sig.  Off.  I 
Philippine  Air  Depot  | 

Post  & Group  Adjt.;  Publicity  and  Inf.  Off.  I 
Base  Hq.  and  20th  Air  Base  Sqdn.  A.C.  ivlaint.l 
28th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Clark  Field  p 

2nd  Obs.  Sqdn.  (Engr.  and  Parachute  Officer) 
Philippine  Air  Depot  £ 

3rd  Pursuit  Sgdn.  Operations  and  Engr.  Off.  ! 
Post  Engr.  Off.  and  Post  Inspector  ■ 

28th  Bomb.  Squadron,  Clark  Field 
28th  Bombardment  Squadron,  Clark  Field  ^ 

Add.  duty  Philippine  Commonwealth  Gov’t. 

28th  Bombardment  Squiadron  at  Clark  Field 
2nd  Obs.  Sqdn.  Photographic  and  Amaament 
Officer;  Provost  Marshal 
2nd  Obs.  Squadron,  Adjutant,  Operations  and 
Communications  Officer. 

3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  Supply  and  Parachute 
Officer 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Clark  Field 
Base  Hqrs.  and  20th  Air  Base  Squadron  ! 

Transportation  Officer 
Headquarters  Squadron,  Assistant  P'sst 
Engineering  Officer  and  Inspector 
2nd  Observation  Squadron,  Assistant  Opera-  ; 
tions  Officer 

3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  Communications  Offi-  i 

cer  and  Assistant  Engineering  Officer 
2nd  Observation  Squadron,  Supply  Officer  j 

2nd  Observation  Squadron  Communications  ' 

and  Operations  Officer  ; 

3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  Adjutant 
3rd  P\irsuit  Sq^md^on  Mess  Officer 
Base  Ilqrs.  and  20th  Air  Base  Squadron  ! 

Supply  Officer 

Headquarters  Squadron  Adjutant  and  Supply 
Officer  | 

3rd  Pursuit  Sqmdron  Armament  Officer  i 

28th  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Clark  Field  1 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information^ on  aero- 
nautics  to  the  flying  personnel'  in  the  Regular  Arniy,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard 
and  others  connected  with  aviation.  , ' 

— oOo-— 

NAVIGATION  OP  THE  HOWARD  ENGHES  AROUND  THE  Y/ORLD  PLIGHT  . 

‘ By  Lieut.  Thomas  L.  Thurlow,  Air  Corps 


■ Bie  navigation  for, the  Howard  Hughes  j 
Around  the  World  Plight  .was  performed  by 
Harry  P.M,;  Connor,'  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy  { 
Reserve,  and  Thomas  L.  Thurlow,  First  j 
Lieutenant,  Air  Corps.  The  instruments  i 
carried  and  used  during  the  flight  were  j 
as  followBi ■ I 

Drift  Meteri  The  meter  was  of  the  op-  | 
ticaTTTennube  type,  with  trail  sight- 
ing feature.  The  instrument  was  of  unit  } 
power  with  an  erect  image  and  20  degree  j 
real  field.  The  line  of  sight  was  rotat-i 
able  from  10  degrees  forward  of  the  ver- 
tical tO-  65  degrees  aft  by  means  of  a { 
prism  rotated  % a push-pull  cable.  The  i 
reticule  was  fixed,  and  was  edge  illumin-| 
ated  for  night  work.  Drift  was  measured 
by  ^rotating  the  instrument  about  the 
axis  of  the  vertical  tube  which  passed 
^vertically  down  through  the  fuselage  for- 
'■Vard  of  the  navigator's  table.  The  exit  | 
pupil  was  10  m.m.  In  diameter  and  the 
eye  distance  1 and  f Inches.  The  instru- 
ment was  designed  for  the  particular  in- 
stallation by  Lieut,  Thurlow  and  built 
by  the  Yard  Mechanical  Laboratory  and 
Penn  Optical  Co*,  both  of  Pasadena, 

Calif. 

Remote  Directional  Controli  A control- 
1 er~fblF~Me~3IreFtXonaTUSrr“ of  the  auto 
matic  pilot  was  mounted  in  a convenient 
location  in  the  navigator *s  compartment. 
Incorporated  in  the  controller  was  a me- 
chanism to  allow  for  the  backlash  of  the 
flexible  cable  connecting  the  controller 
with  the  automatic  pilot.  The  backlash 
mechanism  plus  a dial  indicator  permit- 
ted the  navigator  to  turn  the  airplane 
the  emct  amount  da'sired.  This  control- 
ler is  being  supplied  to  the  Air  Corps 
by  the  Sperry  Gyroscope  Co'. , Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 

Aperiodic  Compaest  A Pioneer  aperiodic 
co^aii7~s'Snn^"1o  the  Air  Cotob  Type 
D-10,  was  mounted  in  an  accessible  posi- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  navigator’s 
seat. 

Vertical  Pace  Compass;  An  e^erimental 
KoTrimSr~verfTcanace^per iodic  con^ass 
was  mounted  at  eye  level  near  the  rear 
edge  of  the  navigator’s  table. 

Pelorus;  An  optical  pelorus,  similar 
'■'in'-principle  to  the  Air  Corps  Type  A-2, 
was  carried.  This  instrument  was  built 
by  the  Vard  Mechanical  Laboratory, 


Pasadena,  Calif. 

Sextant;  The  sextant  used  was  a 
st^3ar3!~5ausch  and  Lomb  bubble  sextant, 
similar  to  the  Air  Corps  Type  A-6. 

Chronometers;  A pair  of  Longines 
chronomefer~wa¥ches  set  to  GCT  and  GST 
were  used  as  standard  timepieces.  Lon- 
^ines  hack  watches  were  worn  for  observ- 
ing. 

Dead  reckoning  computer;  A Dalton 
Model  G Dead  Reckoning  Computer,  manu- 
factured by  Keuffel  and  Esser  Go.,  was 
used  for  the  solution  of  graphical  dead 
reckoning  problems.  This  instrument  is 
Identical  with  the  Air  Corps  Type  S-6. 

Line  of  Position  Computer ; A mechan- 
icaT  compuTerT'oF'TeluBi^^elestial 
observations,  the  congjuter  incorporating 
certain  Nautical  Almanac  data. 

Miscellaneous  Computers;  Several 
sp'eeUUi’imeUdrstanceT^ir speed,  and  alti- 
tude correction  computers  were  carried, 
these  being  identical  with  Air  Corps 
Types  E-1  and  D-3. 

Miscellaneous  Devices  and  Tables;  Air- 
sp'eeUr'''caTibraHon''‘an3’''''co^ais~Seviation 
cards  were  located  in  clearly  visible 

fositions.  The  Hydrographic  Office  pub- 
ications  carried  were  Ageton,  ttreison- 
stok,  led  and  Blue  Azimuth  Tables, 

Useful  Tables,  and  Radio  Aids  to  Naviga- 
tion, Necessary  plotting  equipment  and 
several  Air  Corps  navigation  tables  in 
common  use  were  carried  by  the  individ- 
ual navigators. 

Maps  and  Charts;  Two  complete  sets  of 
maps,  ”cEarTsT~’S^plotting  sheets  for 
the  entire  route,  including  alternate 
and  emergency  stops,  were  stowed  conven- 
ient to  the  navigator’s  seat. 

Drift  Signals;  Twenty  drift  signals 
were  , ca]^TeU7~^ese  being  identical  with 
the  Air  Corps  Type  X-IC. 

A hatch  with  a demountable  windshield 
waS'  provided  for  celestial  observations. 
In  addition,  the  glass  in  two  windows 
near  the  rear  of  the  fuselage  was  re- 
placed with  a superior  grade  to  enable 
reliable  observations  to  be  made  through 
them.  Mounting  brackets  for  the  pelorus 
were  placed  by  each  of  these  windows. 

Prior  to  the  flight  it  was  decided 
that  the  navigators  would-  stand  four-  . 
hour  shifts,-  these  to  be  reduced  one 
half  if  deemed  advisable  near  the  finish 
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of  the  flight  (the  reduction  was  not 
made).  Tlie  navigator  on  duty  was  to  he^ 
held  completelj^  responsible  for  the  navi- 
gation during  his  watch. 

The  navigation  during  the  flight  was 
unique  only  in  that  celestial  navigation 
was  used  to  a much  greater  and  radio 
navigation  to  a much  lesser  extent  than 
on  usual  flights  of  this  nature. _ The 
celestial  navigation  was  unique  in  that 
weather  conditions  made  necessary  the 
use  of  the  moon  in  approximately  60  per- 
cent of  the  observations  taken. 

Of  the  total  flight  time,  approximate- 
ly 10  percent  was  made  in  instrument 
conditions,  60  percent  over  an  overcast, 
and  50  percent  contact.  Since_the  maps 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  flight  were 
of  extremely  small  scale  and  sometimes 
sketchy  over  large_ areas,  little  use 
could  be  made  of  pilotage  during  the  30 
percent  of  the  time  that  weather  condi- 
tions permitted.  Frequently,  during  pe-  | 
riods  when  pilotage  normally  would  have  i 
been  possible,  the  maps  were  put  away  ; 
and  plotting  sheets  were  used  in  their  ! 


place. 

The  flight  was  made  near  full  moon 
(sun  and  moon  opposite)  and  in  high  la- 
titudes (extremely  long  days).  Conse- 
quently, it  was  seldom  that  more  tnan  a 
single  celestial  line  of  positiou  could 
be  obtained.  Due  to  the  weather  encoun- 
tered, no  running  fixes  using  a single 
body  could  be  made.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  discover  rivers,  coast  lines, 
mountain,  ranges  and  other  prominent  sur- 
face details  which  previous  position^ 
lines  could  be  made  to  cross  for  a fix. 
Ibomerous  fixes  of  this  nature  were  made. 

After  several  hours  of  instrument  con- 
ditions over  the  Atlantic,  two  radio 


fixes  were  attempted,  using  loop  bear-  j 
ings  on  6 surface  craft  from  300  to  500  j 
miles  distant.  These  were  decidedly  un-  | 
satisfactory,  one  fix  resulting  in  a i 
very  large  triangle  with  center  of  gravi- 
ty 60  miles  south  of  the  course  and  the 
second  in  a smaller  triangle  with  center 
40  miles  north  of  the  course.  Following 
these  fixes,  a sun  observation  was  imme- 
diately taken  and  the  line  laid  down.  A 
twilight  star  line  was  brought  forward 
to  cross  it,  the  resulting  fix  being  15 
miles  south  of  the  course.  A later  sun 
sight,  with  the  sun  at  right  angles  to  i 
the  course,  verified  the  fix  as  to  dis-  | 
tance  off  course.  A landfall  (Ireland) 
was  made  within  five  miles  of  the  point 
indicated  by  the  above  fix  and  the  sub- 
sequent dead  reckoning.  The  above  were 
the  only  radio  fixes  attempted. during 
the  flight. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so_ 
when  approaching  a destination,  a radio 
bearing  was -taken  on  the  station  at  tl'iat 
point  as  a check  upon  the  other  naviga- 
tion. Since  in  all  cases  the  above  bear- 
ings were  within  5 degrees  of  the  nose, 
the  bearing  was  disregarded  and  the  dead 
reckoning  and  celestial  navigation  were 


assumed  correct.  The  assumption  was  jus- 
tified in  all  cases. 

Exclusive  of  take-offs  and  landings 
and  short  period  before  reaching  Paris 
when  it  was  necessary  to  dodge  some  ex-  r 
tremely  low  skud,  the  automatic  pilot  v 
was  in  continuous  operation,  thus  per- 
mitting the  navigator,  by  using  the  re- 
mote control,  to  exercise  complete  di- 
rectional control  over  the  airplane  and 
free  the  pilot  for  calculations  involv- 
ing fuel  consumption,  power,  and  balance. 
The  opinion  of  the  crew  was  unanimous 
that  such  an  arrangement  is  essential 
in  extremely  long  range  flights. 

Exclusive  of  a few  short  periods,  the 
altitude  maintained  was  from  ten  to  six- 
teen thousand  feet.  The  navigator  not 
on  duty  relieved  other  members  of  the 
crew  so  that  each  member  was  able  to 
sleep  about  three  hours  per  day,  Tne 
effect  of  altitude  and  lack  of  suffici- 
ent sleep  was  exiiausting,  making  a 

mechanical  conputer  for  the  reduction  of 
celestial  observations  highly  desirable. 
This  was  borne  out  during  the  Fairbanks- 
Minneapolis  leg.  It  became  necessary  on 
this  leg  to  check  the  compass  several 
times  by  sun  bearings,  the  sun's  azimuth 
being  determined  from  the  Red  Book.  The 
computations  required  triple  the  time 
normally  required,  due  to  simple  mis- 
takes even  though  the  observer  took  oxy- 
gen several  minutes  before  making  and 
reducing  the  observations. 

I'To  trouble  was  experienced  in  measur- 
ing drift  over  water  during  daylight  ^ 
hours.  Overcast  conditions  at  night  al-^ 
lowed  the  use  of  only  three  drift  sig- 
nals, from  each  of  which  a satisfactory 
drift  was  measured. 

Due  to  generally  smooth  air  and  the 
extreme  stability  of  the  airplane  on  the 
automatic  pilot,  after  the  first  few  ob- 
servations the  number  of  sights  used  for 
an  average  was  reduced  to  five.  As 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  all  obser- 
vations yielded  lines  well  within  10 
miles  of  true.  On  several  occasions  an 
average  of  only  three  observations  was 
used.  It  is  believed  that  these  obser- 
vations also  fell  within  the  above  maxi- 
mum limit. 

Every  reasonable  means  for  determining  j 
wind  information  for  the  dead  reckoning  | 
was  employed.  The  Air  Corps  Type  E-6  j; 
Dead  Reckoning  Computer  was  used  for  the  I 
solution  of  dead  reckoning  problems,  j 

both  in  determining  and  applying  the 
wind.  The  extreme  versatility  and  com- 
pactness of  this  cornputer  made  it  a val- 
uable accessory  for  the  purpose  used. 

oOo 


Colonel  George  H.  Brett,  Air  Corps,  has 
been  detailed  as  a member  of  the  General 
Staff  Corps  and  assigned  to  the  General 
Staff  with  troops  and  as.  Chief  of  Staff 
of  the  General  Headquarters  Air  Force, 
Langley  Field,  Va.  (f 
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THE  1937  AWARD  OE  TEE  MACiai  TROPHY 

In  one  of  the  many  shields  on  the  sil- 
"'yer-covered  "base  on  which  is  mounted  the 
Mackay  Trophy,  another  inscription  was 
recently  added,  and  it  reads  as  follows: 

1937 

Captain  Carl  J,  Crane,  Air  Corps 
Captain  George  V.  Holloman,  Air  Corps 

For  development  and  demonstration  of 
the  original  automatic  landing  device 
for  aircraft. 

On  Friday  morning,  October  14,  1938 j 
the  office  of  the  Hon.  Harry  H.  Woodring 
Secretary  of  War,  in  the  State  Building, 
was  the  scene  of  the  presentation  hy  him 


fwn  corps  have  achieved  much  towards  the 

Air  Corps  officers,  Captains  Crane  attainment  of  that  goal.  A history- 
and  Holloman,  of  gold  medals  emblematic 

of  the  Mackay  Trophy  which  hear  the  in-  making  stride  has  been  taken  towards 
Bcription  given  above. 

This  automatic  landing  system  was  de- 
signed by  Captain  Crane,  Director  of  the 
Instrument  and  Navigation  Laboratory  at 
Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  and,  working 


device  for  aircraft.  Not  only  did  they 
develop  this  control  system,  Wt  they 
conducted  the  many  and  tedious  test 
flights  which  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  the  automatic  landing  system. 
Their  achievement  may  not  have  been  as 
spectacular  as  any  of  the  feats  for 
which  the  Trophy  heretofore  has  been 
awarded,  but  the  successful  accomplish- 
ment of  their  experiments  promises  as 
much  for  the  advancement  of  aviation  - 
commercial  as  well  as  military  - as  did 
the  army*  s aerial  exploits  of  the  years 
gone  by.  Assurance  of  the  maximum 
safety  in  aerial- travel  is  the  goal 
towards  which  all  airmen  continuously 
strive.  These  two  Captains  of  the  Air 


with  Captain  Holloman,  he  conducted  praC' 


tically  all  of  the  flight  tests  which 
brought  to  a successful  conclusion  the 
automatic  landing  system.  The  various 
units  of  automatic  control  were  designed 
by  these  officers,  Mr.  Raymond  K.  Stout, 
uroject  engin'eer  at  the  Air  Corps  Mater- 
iel Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  and  Mr 
C.D.  Barbulesco,  of  the  Signal  Corps 

Aircraft  Radio  Laboratory,  which  labo-  ■ ^ 

Oratory  assisted  materially  in  the  design  | whose  coopera- 

and  construction  of  various  units  enter-  | with  Captains  Cr^e  and  Holloman 

ing  into  the  automatic  landing  system.  I materially  advanced  the  project  to  a 

In  presenting  fne,  Mackay  Irophy,„to , . "lS®|?eeLun|  thirgold  medal  emblem- 


the  elimination  of  the  possibility  of 
human  error  in  the  landing  of  aircraft 
under  adverse  weather  conditions. 

V/e  all  regret  that  illness  prevents 
Mr,  Mackay  from  being  with  us  today. 

We  are  happy  to  have  with  us,  however, 
Mr,  Horner,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Aeronautic  Association,  who  is  custo- 
j dian  of  the  Trophy  donated  by  Mr. 
j Mackay  in  1912  for  award  to  the  officer 
i or  officers  of  the  Array  making  the  most 
I meritorious  flight  of  the  year.  It  is 
I also  our  pleasure  to  greet  on  this  oc- 
i casion  Mr.  Raymond  Stout,  from  the  Air 
Corps  Materiel  Division  at  Wright  'Field, 


Captains  Crane  and  Holloman,  Mr.  Woodrirgl 

KtltAri.  ^ atic  of  the  Trophy,  I 


stated: 

•‘Twenty-six  years  ago  the  first  award 
of  the  Mackay  Trophy  was  made  to  the 
then  Infantryman  and  now  Chief  of  the 
Array  airmen,  Major  General  Henry  H. 
Arnold.  The  occasion  was  - for  those 
days  of  aerial  pioneering  - a momentous 
and  monumental  reconnaissance  flight 
from  College  Park  in  Maryland,  via  what 
is  now  the  Array  War  College,  to  Fort 
Myer  in  Virginia  and  return.  General 
Arnold  successfully  accomplished  his 
flight  of  41  minutes  in  a ship  powered 
with  a 40-horsepower  engine. 

Since  1912,  the  National  Aeronautic 
Association  and  its  predecessor,  the 
Aero  Club  of  America,  have  awarded  the 
Trophy  for  long  distance  flights,  alti- 
tude flights,  non-stop  transcontinental 
flights,  Pan-American,  Calif ornia-Hawaii, 
Washington-Alaska  and  Around  the  World 
flights,  mid-winter  flights  and  photo- 
graphic flight  - all  record-breaking 
achievements  in  their  time.  The  award 
has  also  been  bestowed  for  speed  records 
attained  in  peace  and  for  gallant  ser- 
vice on  the  aerial  front  in  7/ar. 

A Today,  somewhat  of  a new  note  is 
/struck.  ®ie  Mackay  Trophy  goes  to  Cap- 
tains Crane  and  Holloman  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  original  automatic  landing 
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express  to  Captain 
Crane  and  to  Captain  Holloman  my  person- 
al admiration,  and  I extend  to  them  the 
sincere  congratulations  of  all  their 
comrades  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  '* 

oOo 

NEW  OBSERVATION  PLANS  FOR  COLORADO  N.G. 

The  120th  Observation  Squadron.,  45th 
Division,  Colorado  National  Guard,  re- 
ceived its  first  new  0-47A  Observation 
plane  on  October  22nd,  when  Captain 
John  K.  Nissley,  Regular  Army  Instructor 
for  the  120th,  flev/  it  from  the  North 
American  plant  in  Los  Angeles,  with 
Lieut.  James  B.  Morris  as  his  observer. 

This  latest  type  plane  exceeded  the 
Squadron’s  fondest  hope,  attaining  a re- 
markable speed  on  the  trip  from  the  West 
Coast.  Captain  Nissley  reported  that 
the  plane  handled  perfectly.  It  is  the 
first  of  six  which  will  eventually  be 
delivered  to  the  120th  Squadron. 

— -oOo 

Major  Earl  H,  DeFord,  Air  Corps,  has 
been  relieved  from  duty  on  the  staff  and 
faculty  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School 
and  assigned  to  Hamilton  Field,  Calif, 


'V-7879,  a!c. 


ECHOES  EROM  THE  FORT  BRAGG  MNEUVERS 

The  truck  convoy  of  the  Headq^rters 
and  Headquarters  Squadron,  SthTursuit 
Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , left  that 
station  at  5:00  a.m. , Septemher  29th, 
and  arrived  at  Fort  Brag§,  H.C.,  at  4:00 
p.m, , for  participation  in  the  Joint 
Antiaircraf t-Air  Corps  Field  Exercises. 

The  air  echelon,  scheduled  to  leave 
Langley  Field  on  the  same  date,  trans- 
porting a number  of  officers  and  enlist- 
ed men  to  Fort  Bragg,  was  forced  to  re- 
main there  until  the  morning  of  October 
1st,  due  to  unfavorable  weather  condi- 
tions. After  raining  almost  steadily 
for  the  first  two  days,  the  weather  be- 
came very  favorable,  and  operations  went 
on  steadily  and  uneventfully. 

A 45-minute  "Black-out"  between  the 
hours  of  7:00  and  10:00_p.m. , on  October 
13th,  presented  a very_  in^iressive,  war- 
like scene,  creating  wide  interest  among 
the  residents  of  this  section,  who  co- 
operated nicely  during  the  "Black-out." 

The  largest  concentration  of  troops 
ever  held  on  the  east  coast  has  been- 
very  successful  and,  fortunately,  it  was 
carried  out  with  no  casualties, to  men- 
tion, and  now  that  the  conclusion _ of  the 
"war"  is  drawing  near  all  units  will 
soon  be  making  preparations  for  return- 
ing to  their  home  stations. 


The  33rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  8th  Pursuit 
Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , went  "up 
front"  in  the  recent  Anti-aircraft  - Air 
Corps  Joint  Maneuvers,  operating  out  of 
"defense"  airdrome  at  Maxton,  IT.C.,  with 
18  PB-2*s.  The  boys  got  the  feel  of 
some  realistic  Pursuiting  in  the  patrols 
and  intercepting  of'ene^"  aircraft.  The 
pilots  figure  that  tactically  this 
one  of  the  best  ?/ars  they  have  partici- 
pated in  for  a long  time,  and  that, it 
served  to  bring  out  much  valuable, infor- 
mation of  great  interest  to  all  Air  Corps 
personnel.  Heedless  to  add,  getting  home 
to  Langley  Field  was  the  best  part  of  ; 
the  maneuver,  since  tents  at  night,  even  j 
in  the  Sunny  South,  are  cold  affairs.  ; 


Encamped  at  Knollwood  Airport,  South-  | 
ern  Pines,  H. C.,  during  the  Fort  Bragg  | 
Maneuvers,  the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron, 8th, i 
Pursuit  Group,  Langley  Field,  Va. , were  | 
guests  of  a most  delightful  southern _ * 

hospitality.  They  had  a very  convenient  | 
set-up  for  the  maneuver  exercises  with  j 
anti-aircraft.  Aside,, from  the  chilly  j 
nights  and  early  morning  alert  periods,  ! 
everything  was  quite  pleasant.  Accord-  j 
ing  to  the  scribe  of  the  36th,  the  most  j 
appealing  factor  was  the  accessibility  ! 
of  some  of  the  best  golf  courses  of  the  j 
country,  located  at  Southern  Pines  and 
Pinehurst.  He  added,  however,  that  two  1 
weeks  proved  to  be  long  enough  to  live  | 
in  tents  and  that  the  personnel  were  not  : 
at  all  averse  to  returning  to  their  home  | 
station.  | 


With  a heavy  coat  of  tan,  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  the  27th  Pursuit 
Sq’oadron,  1st  Pursuit  Group,  returned 
to  Selfridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. , 
from  Port  Bragg,  H.C.,  where  they  parti- 
cipated in  the  Anti-aircraft  Exercises  ^ 
held  at  that  station.  Approximately  150  H 
enlisted  men  were  brought  back  in  15 
B-18  Bombers.  Part  of  them  returned  in 
the  evening,  and  the  remainder  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  All  of  the  pilots,  fly- 
ing P-35  Pursuit  planes,  returned  a few 
days  earlier. 

^ oOo— 

HEW  HAl^GAR  AT  ALBROOK  FIELD 

Construction  work  on  a new  hangar  on 
the  flying  line  at  Albrook  Field,  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  continues,  with  the  steel 
work  nearly  complete.  Tlie  hangar  will_ 
be  occupied  by  the  24th  and  29th  Pursuit 
Squadrons,  while  the  44th  Reconnaissance 
I Squadron  will  take  over  the  hangar  which 
! the  two  Pursuit  squadrons  are  now  using. 

I Changes  in  plans  for  the  concrete  run- 
i ways  which  are  to  be  laid  have  delayed 
i that  project,  and  construction  has  not 
; yet  begun. 

I oOo 

I RANDOLPH  FIELD  MEN  CATCH  UP  IH  TRAINING 

I With  as  many  as  fifty  airplanes  on  ex- 
i tended  navigation  flights  •n  a single 
j day,  Randolph  Field  personnel  were  tak- 
i ing  advantage  of  the  lull  between  class- 
! es  to  con^ly  with  their  War  Department  ^ 
! training  directive.  The  Post  Operations^ 
i Office  estimated  that  airplanes  from 
Randolph  Field  flew  approximately  250,000 
miles  - equal  to  ten  round-the-world 
trips  - without  a forced  landing  or  ac- 
cident, and  all  this  during  a period  of 
three  weeks,  the  interval  between  stu- 
dent training  classes.  ■ 

"This  record,"  says  the  News  Letter  ! 
Correspondent,  "is  particularly  enviable 
when  it  is  realized  that  these  BT-9’b  j 
were  used  daily  on  the  final  stages  of  , 
the  last  class,  and  during  the  last  few  j 
weeks  of  training  built  up  an  average  ] 
of  almost  100  hours  per  plane  per  month.  | 
"During  the  past  thirty  days,  ending  * 
on  October  15th,  a total  of  260  clear- 
ances was  issued  by  Post  Operations,  the  i 
ultimate  destination  of  the  planes  be-  J 
ing  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  _ i, 
A-17  airplanes  led  the  list  of  visiting  ii 
ships  during  the  month,  16  of  themdrop-  f 
ping  into  the  "T/est  Point  of  the  Air." 
Close  on  the  heels  of  the  A-17*s  came 
the  B-18's,  13  of  them  visiting  the  sta-  j 
tion  during  the  month.  A total  of  20  | 

types  were  cleared  throtigh  Post  Opera- 
tions, including  4 B-17’s." 

oOo— 

Lieut.  Colonel  David  A.  Myers,  Medical  i 
Corps,  has  been  relieved  from  duty  in 
the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps i 
and  assigned  to  duty  at  Moffet  Field,  Ca(£|j 
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PRIMARY  PLYING  SCHOOL  PLYING  TIME  STATISTICS 
By  the  Randolph  Pield  Correspondent 


^ Airplanes  assigned  to  Randolph  Pield, 
Texas,  the  "West  Point  of  the  Air,"  flew 
a total  distance  of  more  than  90  times 
around  the  world  at  the  equator  during 
the  single  month  of  September,  the  total 
mileage  being- 2,251, 628 . These  figures 
are  based  on  the  recognized  cruising 
speeds  of  the  Various  types  of  planes  at 
the  station  and  are  indicative  of  the 
tremendous  amount  of  student  training 
which'  i,B  handled  at  the' Air  Corps  Prima- 
ry Plying  School.  To  put  it  in  other 
words } every  night  when  the  last  hangar 
d»or  is  closed,  Randolph  Pield  airplanes 
have  made  three  "round  the  world"  flights 
since  the  ships  were  rolled  out  that 
morning . 

With  the  two  largest  classes,  ever  to 
be  in  training  at  the  station  during  the 
last  three  months  ending  September  30, an 
even^more  remarkable  record  has  been  es- 
tablished. A total  of  42,359  hours  and 
20  minutes  time  in  the  air  was  completed 
with  only  one  fatality  - Plying  Cadet 
A.B.  Stubbs,  who  was  fatally  injured 
when  another  plane  crashed  into  his  own  1 
while  on  the  ground  at  one  of  the  outly- 
ing airdromes.  Only  one  other  student 
flier  among  the  545  who  were  in  training 
rec[uired_ any  hospital  attention  during 
this  period.  A flying  cadet  was  treated 
.f*r  a bruxsed  right  arm,  received  in  a 
')iinor_ accident  a few  weeks  ago. 

During  the  month  of  September, 

17,373:05  flying  hours  were  amassed,  and 
this. sets  a record  for  a single  month  at 
Randolph  Pield  and  is  believed  to  be  the 
greatest  number  of  hours  flown  at  any 
U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  station  during  a 
similar  period  of  time.  The  figure  for 
the  month  of  September  surpasses  by  al- 
most. 900  hours  the  former  record  of  Ran- 
dolph Pield,  established  in  August  of 
this  year,  when  16,504:05  hours  were 
flown. 

These  17,373  airplane  hours  were  di- 
vided between  the  Primary  and  Basic  type 
airplanes,  as  follows:  Primary  -6,964:40 
hours  for  an  estimated  mileage  tf 
731,290  miles  at  about  105  miles  per 
hour;  Basic  airplanes  - 10,358:25  hours 
for  an  estimatec  mileage  of  1,512,338 
miles  at  about  146  miles  per  hour.  Fin- 
ally, two  Bombardment  type  airplanes  as- 
signed to  the  station  flew  49:55  hours, 
or  about  8,000  miles,  all  for  a grand 
total  of  2,251,628  miles  during  a single 
month. 

The  number  of  airplanes  in  commission 
at  Randolph  Pield  varies  somewhat  from 
day  to  day,  but  a conservative  estimate 
re.veals  that  about  300  planes  are  avail- 
able fo'f  student  training,  185  ,of  these 
being  Primary  training  types  and  115 
•^sic  trainers. 

The  46th  School  Squadron,  which  main- 
tains a portion  of  fee  Basic  trainers, 
had  16  airplanes  which  flew  more  than 


100  hours  during  the  month,  the  highest 
figure  for  any  single  airplane  in  that 
squadron  being  133  hours  and  20  minutes. 

The  52nd  School  Squadron,  which  main- 
tains the  remainder  rf  the  Basiu  train- 
ing airplanes,  turned  out  19  airplanes 
which  flew  over  100  hours,  the  highest 
figure  for  an  individual  ship  being 
126:55  hours. 

oOo 

KELLY  PURSUIT  PLANE  UUpER  RIFLE  FIRE 

The  Crew-Chief  mechanic  of  a P-12E 
airplane  assigned  to  the  Pursuit  Section 
of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School 
at  Kelly  Pield,  Texas,  got  the  surprise 
of  his  life  when  making  his  routine  me- 
chanical inspection  of  the  airplane  upon 
its  landing  from  its  first  morning  mis- 
sion on  Thursday,  October  20th.  He 
found  a bullet  hole  in  one  of  the  ailer- 
ons, apparently  made  by  someone  taking 
a pot  shot  at  fee  airplane  while  it  was 
in  flight.  It  has  been  determined  that 
the  damage  done  to  the  control  surface 
was  caused  by  high  power  rifle  fire. 

fee  pilot  of  the  plane  on  the  mission, 
who  miraculously  escaped  injury  and 
possibly  death  from  the  riffe  fire  - 
Plying  Cadet  John  Bailey  Henry,  Jr.,  22, 
of  Charlotte,  Texas,  a student  of  fee 
Pursuit  Section  - was  unaware  that  he 
had  been  fired  upon,  and  when  the  bullet 
hole  was  pointed  out  to  him  he  undoubt- 
edly got  a bigger  thrill  than  his  me- 
chanic, Sergeant  Mason  H.  Minnix,  61st 
School  Squadron,  who  first  discovered 
it. 

Cadet  Henry  had  been  engaged  in  a 
routine  training  flight  in  the  general 
vicinity  of  the  area  northwest  of  Kelly 
Pield,  and  field  officials  are  of  the 
opinion  that  his  plane  was  fired  upon 
in  that  locality.  It  was  further  point- 
ed out  that  the  person  firing  the  shot 
thoughtlessly  did  so,  assiiming  that  the 
plane  couldn't  be  hit  and  not  realizing 
that  the  life  of  the  pilot  as  well  as 
those of  civilians  on  the  ground  were 
endangered.  Had  the  pilot  been  hit  by 
the  rifle  fire,  or  even  if  the  bullet 
had  penetrated  a more  vital  part  of  the 
airplane  it  might  have  gone  out  rf  con- 
trol and  crashed  to  the  ground,  with 
possibly  fatal  results  to  both  the  pilot 
and  others,  as  well  as  great  damage  to 
government  and  private  property. 

It  is  believed  that  the  plane  was  hit 
some  time  between  8:30  and  9:30  a.m. 

Cadet  Heijry  is  the  son  of  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
John  Bail.ey  Henry,  Sr.  , of  Charlotte, 
Texas. 

oOo 


Captain  Oscar  L.  Rogers,  Air  Corps, 
was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Major  (tem- 
porary), effective  October  8,  1938, 
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NEW  WING  COMlvlA-NDER  ARE  IVES  IN  PANAMA 

Shortly  after  noon  on  October  14th,  the 
16th  Pursuit  Group,  which  is  based  at 
Albrook  Pield,  passed  in  aerial  review 
above  the  Transport  ST,  MIHIEL  as  it  ap- 
proached its  dock  at  Balboa,  welcoming 
Brigadier  General  and  Mrs.  Herbert  A. 
Dargue  to  their  new  station  in  the  Canal 

Zone.  ^ . X ^ i 

General  Dargue  is  the  newly  appointed  i 
Commanding  General  of  the  19th  Wing, suc- 
ceeding Brigadier  General  George  H. Brett. 
On  the  following  evening,  at  the  Union 
Club  in  Panama  City,  a reception  was 
held  in  honor  of  General  and  Mrs.  Dargue, 
which  was  attended  by  the  officers  and 
ladies  of  Albrook  Eield. 

The  19th  Y/ing  welcomes  its  new  Command- 
er and  wishes  for  him  a happy  and  suc- 
cessful tour  of  dut^?-. 

oOo 

RECORD  PLYING  TIl^  POR  GRADUATING  CLASS 

According  to  the  Kelly  Pield  Corres- 
pondent, Class  38-C,  which  graduated 
from  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  on 
October  5,  1938,  is  believed  to  have  es- 
tablished quite  an  enviable  record  in 
flying  and  maintenance. 

During  the  period  from  July  5 to  Octo- 
ber 5,  1938,  a total  of  2b, 781  aircraft 
hours  was  flown  by  airplanes  at  Kelly 
Pield.  The  average  hours  flown  per  stu- 
dent was  111:43.  The  average  number  of 
airplanes  on  hand  daily  was  152,  or  a 
daily  average  in  commission  of  75.5%. 

The  average  number  of  hours  flown  per_ 
airplane  in  commission  during  the  period 
was  179:35. 

The  61st  School  Squadron,  commanded,  by 
Captain  Elmer  T.  Rundquist,  Air  Corps,- 
led  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Plying  School 
organizations  in  maintenance.  During 
the  three-month  period,  that  organiza-  .. 
tion  maintained  a daily  average  of  89% 
of  their  airplanes  in  commission.  Con- 
sidering the  fact  that  these  airplanes 
are  obsolete,  this  record  speaks  v/ell 
for  the  efficiency  of  this  Squadron. 

— -oOo— — 

LECTURES  POR  PHILIPPINE  ARMY  OPPICERS 

Twenty-six  Philippine  Army  officers 
from  different  stations  throughout  the 
Philippine  Archipel^o,  who  are  nov;  at- 
tending the  Philippine  Array  Supply 
School  in  Manila,  visited  Nichols  Pield 
during  September  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving practical  and  theoretical  in- 
struction in  the  U. S.  Army  Air  Corps 
Supply  System, 

The  officers  were  escorted  about  the 
hangars  and  the  several  activities  of 
the  station  to  afford  them  first-hand 
information  as  to  the  daily  function  of 
the  4th  Composite  Gruup,  after  which" 
illustrated  talks  were  delivered  on  the 
following  subjects: 

"Kits  and  Sets  in  Maintenance  of  A.C. 


Equipment,"  by  1st  Lieut.  Tom  W.  Scott, 

Air  C«rps. 

"A.C.  Shops  in  Manufacture  and  Main- 
tenance of  Air  Corps  Supplies,"  by 
Captain  P.A.  Bacher,  Air  Corps.  J 

"Procurement,  Preservation  and  Storage 
of  Air  Corps  Supplies,"  by  Mr.  G. D. 

Cline,  Philippine  Air  Depot. 

"Storage  and  Maintenance  of  Photo- 
graphic Supplies,"  by  Tech.  Sgt.  George 
H.  Eisher. 

"Supply  Procedure  in  the  Air  Corps 
Squadron,"  by  Sergeant  Clayton  Hall. 

"Movements  of  Supplies  and  their  in- 
terruption by  Airplanes,"  by  Major 
Charles  Backes,  Air  Corps. 

"Emergency  Landing  Pield  Requirements" 
by  Captain  Alden  R.  Crawford,  Air  Corps. 

"Airplanes  for  Supply  Distribution,"  . 
by  1st  Lieut.  P.E.  Calhonn,  Air  Corps. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  lectures, 
an  examination  was  held  on  September 
23rd. 

Pirst  Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Calhoun,  who 
is  Property  and  Supply  Officer  of  the 
Air  Depot,  coordinated  the  instruction 
in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the 
Philippine  Army  officers. 

oOo- — • 


PAN-A\4ERICAN  CO-PILOT  PLIES  AT  NICHOLS  . 

As  a recent  article  in  a Manila  news-  . 
paper  put  it.  "Clipper  Pilot  Takes  a 
Busman's  Holiday,"  so  d;  es  it  appear 
when  some  young  raan_ reports  at  Head- 
quarters, Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  and  re- 

S^ests  that  he  be  permitted  to  put  in  a # 
ttle  time  in  an  Army  plane.  As  a ' 
great  number  of  the  Pan-American  co- 
pilots are  also  members  of  the  Air  Corps 
Reserve,  they  are  accordingly  permitted 
to  pilot  Arny  aircraft.  Such  was^the 
case  when  Clifton  George,  navigating  of- 
ficer of  Clipper  planes,  recently  put 
in  some  time  while  awaiting  the  depar- 
ture of  the  China  Clipper  on  a trip  to 
China. 

Asked  to  comment  on  his  experiences 
back  and  forth  over  the  "Blue,"  he  would 
only  say  "It’s  a lot  of  water  we  fly 
over."  And  all  the  Nichols  Pield  Cor- 
I respondent  can  say  is  - "That  Uncle  Sam  ■ 
1 is  putting  out  some  mighty  fine  prq- 
i ducts  from  the  West  Point  of  the  Air," 

I and  when  one  of  the  boys  steps  into 
I Headquarters  while  on  scheduled  flights 
I to  the  Orient  it  seems  as  though  the 
i United  States  mainland  is  "only  over 
j the  hill"  instead  of  seven  thousand 
I miles  distant. 

oOo--- 

A group  of  about  116  student  officers 
of  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Plying  School,-.  ; 
Randolph  Pield,  Texas,  in  charge  of 
iVlajor  II. E,  Reid,  Engineering’ .Officer  of  ■ 
that  station,  made  tours  of  inspection;:  ' 
thro-qgh  the  Engineering  and  Depot  Supply, 
Departments  of  the  Sa.n  Antonio  Air 
Depot,  Duncan  Pield,  Texas,  September 
27th  to  29th,  inclusive, 
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AERIAL  GUMERY  TRAINING  OE  AIR  CORPS  PERSONNEL 


Flight  "B"  of  the  16th  Oheervation 
Squadron  recently  completed  the  initial 
Vperiod  of  aerial  gunnery  training  for 
the  current  fiscal  year.  Moving  hy  air 


and  motor  convoy,  8 officers  and  20  en- 


listed men  of  this  unit,  with  two  at- 
tached officers  from  the  1st  Battalion 
of  the  83rd  Field  Artillery,  Fort  Ben- 
ning,  Ga. , and  one  attached  medical  at- 
tendant, arrived  at  Eglin  Field,  Valpa- 
raiso, Fla.,  on  September  10th  and  11th, 
1938,  for  a two-weeks*  period  of  train- 
ing, beginning  on  Monday, -September  12th 

Following  the  exan^le  of  the  Flight 
"B"  personnel,  the  attached  officers 
took  along  their  fishing  and  swimming 
® q.'^ipnient , but  proved  to  be  better  range 
officers  and  convoy  officers  than  fisher- 
men, in  which  latter  capacity  they  were 
about  down  to  par  with  Flight  "B"  offi- 
cers. 

Left  at  home  in  command  was  1st  Lieut. 
James  Van  G.  Wilson,  newly  assigned  to 
the  Flight  from  the  Autogiro  School, 
with  one  autogiro,  one  BT-2B-1  and  25 
enlisted  men.  First  Lieut.  Frank  P. 
Hunter,  Jr. , also  newly  assigned  from 
the  Autogiro  School,  was  on  leave.  The 
following  officers  made  the  trip: 

Captains  Reuben  Kyle,  Jr.,  W.H. Tunner, 
1st  Lieut.  T. B.  Ferguson,  Air  Corps;  2nd 
Lieuts.  W.W.  Amorous,  T.M.  Bartley,  Jr., 
P.W.  Tibbets,  M.S,  Zipp,  B.B.  Taylor, 

; 1st  Lieut.  D.E.  Means, 

•Field  Artillery,  and  2nd  Lieut.  G. 
McCutcheon,  Field  Artillery  Reserve, both 
from  the  1st  Battery,  83rd  Field  Artil- 
lery, Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

For  firing,'  three  0-46A.  airplanes  were 
used,  two  of  which  were  loaned  to  Flight 
B'  by  the  Commanding  Officer  rf  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala. , to  whom  thanks  are  due  for 
suc^  valuable  cooperation  and  assistance. 

The  firing  was  conducted  with  a free- 
dom from  jams  and  malfunctionings,  which 
^silected  favorably  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  armament  personnel.  A total  of 
8,0r0  rounds  was  expended,  with  gratify- 
ing results  shown  on  the  score  card, 
w was  made  by  2nd  Lieut.  Paul 

w.  Tibbets,  Air  Reserve,  who,  firing 
^1^^  a wing  gun,  scored  50  hits  out  of 
50  rounds  on  Phase  2-500,  and  46  hits 
out  of  50  rounds  on  Phase  1-500  while 
engaged  in  record  firing,  for  a total 
|5ore  of  414  points  out  of  a possible 
500.  The  News^Netter  Correspondent  be- 
lieves that  this  may  constitute  a record 
ior_ total  rounds  placed  in  a target  with 
a wing  gun. 

A portable  SCR-192  radio  set  was  taken 
along  and  set  up  in  the  operations  tent, 
irora  which  point  two-way  voice  radio  com- 
mani cat ion  with  pilots  in  the  air  was 
maintained.  Communication  with  the 
range  was  via_ field  telephone.  This  sys- 
oornrrmnication  has  been  tested  by 
Aight  B d'lring  previo^is  gunnery  pe- 
riods at  Eglin,  Field,  a.nd  has  been  satis- 


factory as  an  additional  safety  measure 
and  a very  valuable  convenience  in  many 
different  ways. 

All  firing  was  completed  during  the 
morning  hours.  Afternoon  activities  con- 
sisted principally  of  fishing  and  swim- 
ming. Some  very  fine  fish  were  almost 
caught  but,  of  course,  the  big  ones  got 
away.  Surf  swimming  and  sun  bathing 
were  excellent  at  Tower  Beach,  at  which 
place  the  majority  of  the  Flight  could 
be  found  during  the  afternoons,  with 
manly  muscles,  sunburned  backs  and  newly 
cultivated  moustaches  on  display.  One 
entire  day  was  devoted  to  deep  sea  fish- 
ing by  the  enlisted  personnel  of  the 
Flight,  and  this  time  some  of  the  big 
ones  did  not  get  away. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week,  the  at- 
tached officers  were  replaced  by  2nd 
Lieuts.  B.M.  Barksdale,  Field  Artillery, 
and  J.P.  Hines,  Field  Artillery  Reserve, 
who  functioned  as  range  officers  during 
the  second  week  and  as  convoy  officers 
on  the  return  trip. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  week,  a 
very  unwelcome  mass  of  Polar  Continental 
Air  arrived  non-stop  from  the  North 
Pole.  Record  firing  had  to  be  discontin- 
ued for  two  days,  due  to  very  rough  air, 
and  Tower  Beach  was  the  most  deserted 
spot  in  West  Florida.  This  interval  was 
utilized  in  making  practice  instrument 
flights  on  the  Mobile  beam. 

With  the  return  of  smooth  air,  record 
firing  was  resumed,  and  the  training  pe- 
riod was  successfully  completed.  How- 
ever, it  was  still  cold  at  4:15  a.m, , 
and  the  beach  was  still  bleak  and  barren. 
Although  Lieuts.  Tibbets,  Zipp,  Taylor, 
Barksdale  and  Hines  made  a final  sally 
and  brought  in  some  nice'  snappers  and 
groupers,  also  a pair  of  non-edible 
bonitos,  for  photographic  purposes, 
still  everyone  agreed  by  the  end  of  the 
week  that  it  was  time  to  call  it  a 
season.  On  Friday  and  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 23rd  and  24th,  the  air  and  ground 
echelons  returned  to  Lawson  Field. 


The  Third  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed 
at  Nichols  Field,  Rizal,  P.I.,  has  been 
industriously  pursuing  considerable 
practice  in  aerial  gunnery.  Fortunate 
in  having  a former  National  Match  con- 
tender, who  is  also  a Chanute  graduate, 
1st  Lieut.  Robert  0.  Brownfield,  we 
started  off  by  a little  analysis  and 
discussion  of  the  basis  of  Pursuit  oper- 
ations - the  ability  to  shoot.  This  was 
followed  by  explanation  cf  gun  and 
sight  positions,  particularly  in  a P-26 
synchronization,  trajectories,  harmoni- 
zation, and  bore  sighting.  All  Tech- 
nical School  data  was  culled,  also  the 
excellisnt  articles  of  the  late  Lieut. 
Norman  H.  Ives,  in  our  search  for  en- 
lightenment. Ground  target  firing  con- 
vinced us  of  the  benefits  of  our  prelim- 
inary efforts.  Even  in  bumpy  weather 
and  in  cross  wind  firing  all  personnel 
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showed  marked  iiiror*vement.  Following 
the  grtmid  practice,  we  began  on  sleeve 
targets.  This  phase  of  firing  produced 
many  experiments  in  method  of  approach, 
speed  and  point  of  aim.  Strict  avoid- 
ance of  any  plain  or  fancy  methods  of 
fouling  to  obtain  hits  has  been  the 
rule.  In  spite  of  early  disappointment, 
it  was  felt  that  there  must  be  a speed  of 
approach  and  a point  of  aim  that  would 
obtain  hits. 

Success  is  gradually  beginning  to 
crown  our  efforts,  and  from  scores  of 
one  to  six  hits  out  of  100  rounds  we 
have  crept  up  to  an  average  of  around 
15,  with  a high  score  of  55  hits. 

The  one  difficulty  we  have  been  unable 
to  surmount  is  the  ability  of  a properly 
harmonized  machine  gun  to  fire  where  it 
is  pointed,  hence  all  this  effort  to  de- 
velop the  aiming  device,  the  Class  13 
Non  Standard  Peashooter,  Type  X-1 
(Experimental). 


The  29th  Pursuit  Squadron,  based  at 
Albrook  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  encaii^)- 
ed  at  Rio  Hato,  Republic  of  Panama,  be- 
ginning on  October  3rd,  for  two  weeks  of 
gunnery  and  field  maneuvers.  Upon  their 
return  to  Albrook  Field,  the  24th  Pur- 
suit Squadron  was  scheduled  to  take  over 
the  gunnery  can^)  for  a similar  period  of 
time. 

The  74th  Attack  Squadron  completed 
their  gunnery  on  September  27th  and  re- 
ported a successful  season.  One  phase 
of  the  74th' B program  consisted  of  a de- 
monstration of  an  attack  on  an  anti-air- 
craft battery  by  a flight  of  A-17's. 

Every  weapon  available  to  an  attack  ship 
was  used  against  the  target,  a mock-up 
of  log  guns  and  silhouettes.  The  bat- 
tery was  screened  in  smoke  by  a single 
ship  and  attacked  with  machine  gun  fire, 
chemica;ls  and  bombs  by  the  flight  in 
elements  of  three.  The  gun  position  was 
completely  wiped  out,  one  bomb  scoring  a 
direct  hit  upon  a log  gun  and  smashing 
it. 


The  29th  Pursuit  Squadron  returned 
from  the  gunnery  camp  at  Rio  Hato,  Re- 
public of  Panama,  on  October  17th,  and 
reported  a successful  season.  With-  the 
restrictions  placed  on  dive  bombing  with 
Pursuit  aircraft,  bombing  for  record  be- 
came a more  intricate  and  difficult  af- 
fair than  heretofore,  there  being  a 
little  matter  of  not  being  able  to  see 
the  target.  With  a little  practice, 
however,  the  29th  seems  to  have  done 
quite  well.  The  24th  Pursuit  Squadron, 
took  over  the  canp  on  October  17th  for 
two  weeks  of  gunnery. 

oOo- — 

During  the  month  of  September,  the  En- 
gineering Department  of  the  San  Antonio 
Air  Depot,  Duncan  Field,  Texas,  overhaul- 
ed a total  of  10  airplanes  and  99  engines 
and  repaired  96  planes  and- 14  engines. 


NEW  CLA5S  STARTS  TBAINING  AT  RANDOLPH 

Class  No.  39-C,  the  twenty-second  to 
enter  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  started  training  '■ 
on  the  Primary  Stage  on  October  21st, 
with  107  student  officers  - graduates 
of  the  June,  1938,  Class  of  the  U. S. 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y. , 
seven  other  officers  from  line  branches; 
five  National  Guard  officers,  and  229 
Flying  Cadets,  for  a grand  total  of  348 
students. 

Although  the  229  cadets  reported  to 
the  line,  several  of  them  had  nrt  been 
cleared  for  flying  by  the  School  of 
Aviation  Medicine.  In  addition  to  the 
348  starting  out  on  PT-13' s,  a total  of 
189  potential  pilots  began  to  learn 
the  art  of  flying  tho  BT-9' s on  the 
Basic  Stage.  These  include  7 officers 
of  the  Regular  Army,  2 foreign  officers, 
178  flying  cadets,  and  2 cadets  from 
the  Philippine  Arn^r. 

"A"  Stage  now  boasts  of  eight  flights, 
with  a total  of  63  instructors  on  duty 
and  several  more  in  the  process  of  go- 
ing through  the  Instructors'  School.  In 
addition  to  the  63  instructors,  each 
flight  is  commanded  by  a Flight  Command- 
er. Captain  James  W.  Andrew  was  named 
Stage  Commander,  replacing  Major  John  R. 
Glascock,  who  was  transferred  to  Chanute 
Field,  Rantoul,  111.  Captains  Charles 
A.  Harrington  and  Emmett  F.  Yost  are 
Assistant  Stage  Coimanders.  The  Basic 
Stage  is  commanded  by  Captain  Bernard  A.'^ 
Briket,  with  Captain  Roger  M.  Ramey  as 
assistant. 

oOo 

COMERCIAL  PILOTS  TRAIN  ON  PT-13' S j 

Twenty-two  Reserve  officers,  non-grad- 
uates of  the  Air  Corps  Training  Center, 
reported  at  Randolph  Field  for  a special 
refresher  course  which,  if  completed, 
will  enable  them  to  go  on  extended  ac- 
tive duty  with  tactical  organizations. 
These  Refreshers  are  all  commercial 
pilots,  the  average  flying  time  of  the 
twenty-two  being  1410  hours  prior  to  re- 
porting at  the  Training  Center.  Many  of 
them  have  considerable  experience  on 
BT-9*s  Y/hich  they  received  at  Reserve 
bases. 

Approximately  50  hours  per  day  are  be- 
ing flown  by  the  students,  and  eight  in- 
structors are  assigned  to  this  special 
flight.  The  News  Letter  Correspondent 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  majority  of 
these  student  pilots  would  be  qualified 
for  transfer  to  the  Basic  Stage  before 
the  regular  class  started  on  October 
21st.  The  present  schedule  calls  for 
about  ten- days'  training  on  the  Primary 
Stage,  advancement  to  the  Basic  Stage 
being  made  on  a proficiency  basis.  /I 

- — oOo. 
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NEW  CLASS  REPORTS  AT  ADVANCED  PLYING  SCHOOL 


Class  No.  39-A  reported  at  Kelly  Pield 
Texas,  on  October  8th.,  to  complete  its 
1)  instruction  at  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center.  This  class,  the  largest  yet  to 
he  sent  to  the  Advanced  Plying  School, 
consists  of  176  students,  four  of  whom 
are  Regular  Army  officers,  six  National 
Guard  officers,  and  the  remaining  166 
are  flying  cadets.  Of  this  number,  46 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Attack  Section 
4#  to  Bombardment,  24  to  Observation  and 
66  to  Pursuit  for  specialized  training. 

Of  the  36  States,  including  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  having  members  in 
this  class,  Texas  (with  27  students) 
again  has  the  largest  representation. 
Poliowing  in  close  succession  are 
Illinois  with  13,  Ohio,  11;  California 
and  West  Virginia,  10  each;  Oklahoma,  9; 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  8 each; 

Kansas,  7;  Arkansas  and  Iowa,  6 each; 
Kentucky  and  Virginia,  5 each;  Georgia, 
Michigan,  Mississippi  and  Nebraska,  4 
each;  Alabama,  Loiusiana,  Massachusetts 
and _ Minnesota,  3 each;  Florida,  New 
Mexico,  North  Dakota.  Tennessee  and  Wis- 
consin, 2 each;  and  Arizona,  District  of 
Columbia,  Indiana,  Maine,  Montana,  New 
J<*»rsey,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  South  Dakota,  one  each. 

Twenty-four  of  the  flying  cadets  in 
this  class  already  hold  Reserve  commis- 
sionsin  branches  of  the  Army  other  than 
the  Air  Corps,  but  will  vacate  these 
■Tv upon  the  con^letion  of  the  course  of  in- 
•/struction  to  accept,  with  the  other  grad- 
■^tes,  commissions  in  the  Air  Corps  Re- 
serve. 

The  following  statistics  may  be  of  in- 
terest; Five  sons  of  Army  officers  are 
members  of  the  Class,  namely;  Plying 
Cadet  John  H.  de  Russy,  son  of  Major 
Rene  E.  de  Russy,  Q.M.C.  ; Plying  Cadet 
Clarence  L.  Tinker,  Jr.,  son  of  Colonel 
Clarence  L.  Tinker,  Air  Corps;  Plying 
Cadet  Paul  M.  Brewer,  Jr. , son  of  Cap- 
tain Paul  M.  Brewer,  Infantry  Reserve; 
Plying  Cadet  Woodrow  B.  Wilraot,  son  of 
Major  C.M.  Wilmot,  Medical  Reserve;  and 
Plying  Cadet  Harold  C.  Sraelder,  son  of 
1st  Lieut.  Laurence  B.  Smelser,  Infantry 
Reserve. 

Although  the  range  of  ages  of  the 
flying  cadets  includes  the  minimum  and 
maximum  limits  for  eligibility,  it  has 
been  found  that  the  average  age  of 
Cadets  in  this  class  is  23  years  and 
1 a months.  Extremes  in  height  vary  from 
' 5 n.  4 in.  to  6 ft.  3 in. 

J The  actual  flying  training  commenced 
i!  On  October  17th. 

The  roster  of  the  class  follows;. 

EEGCLAR  mss  OFFICERS 

Nall , Eugene  Cav.  Atmore , Ala. 

Jelly,  Colin  P.  , Jr.  **  Inf.  Madison,  Fla. 

Broadhuxst,  Edwin  B.**  S’. A.  Sadthfield,  N.C. 

ly'Sebastian,  Henry  A.  * Inf,  Gainesville , Tex, 

-J  * Lieut. ; 2nd  Lieut. 

All  of f in  Bornbendment 


NATIONAL  GUARD  OFFICERS  - 2ND  LIEUTENANTS 

Rail  stack,  John  Benjamin  Moline,  111. 

Hughey,  Robert  Jerome  University  City,  Mo. 
Huston,  Vincent  George  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

, Durming,  John  Affleck  San  Antonio,  Tex3,s 

Cantrell , Raycoomd  Lee  ^okane , Wash. 

Jones,  Robert  Lee  ^okane,  Wash. 

All  of  these  officers  are  specializing  in 
Observation  Aviation  and  are  members  of  Air 
Corps  National  Guard  units  of  the  States  as 
hereinafter  indicated,  viz:  Lieuts.  Huston 
and  Rail shack,  Pennsylvania;  Dunning  and 
Hughey,  Missouri;  Cantrell  and  Jones,  Washing- 
ton. 

FLYING  CADETS 

Ellison,  Holden  Fowler  A Altoona,  Ala. 

Yarbrough,  Eugene  Terry  A Guntersville,  Ala. 

Gray,  Leon  Welton  P Tucson,  Ariz. 

Breckenridge,  John  P.  A Paragould,  Ark. 

Chaffin,  Harold  Newt  B Fort  aoith,  Ark. 

Fletcher,  Thomas,  Jr.  0 Scott,  Ark. 

Galusha,  Harry  Leslie  A Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Sheffield,  Charles  Paul  B Mt.  Ida,  Ark. 

Tcriy,  David  Dickson, Jr.  A Little  Bock,  Ark. 
Edwards,  Albert  B. , Jr.  0 Berkeley,  Calif. 
Ford,  Ernest  Gordon  B Pacific  Beach,  Calif. 
Gilmore,  Jean  Dowell  . A Anderson,  Calif. 
Hall,  Byron  Eugene  A Caotpbell,  Calif. 

Lanford,  Wn.  Archibald  A Wood  Lake,  Calif. 
McCauley,  Clarence  V.  B Armona,  Calif. 

Oliver,  Ralph  Lorimer  A Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
Parker,  Kingshxiry  E.  ,Jr.  P San  Francisco, Cal. 
Smith,  Weldon  Halliwell  A Berkeley,  Calif. 
Wilson,  Harold  Fred'k  B Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
deRussy,  John  Huie  A Washington,  D.  C. 

Manson,  Hugh  Boyd, Jr.  B Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Babb,  Harold  Thaddeus  0 Dalton,  Ga. 

Canmok,  John  Edgar  A Decatur,  Ga. 

Holbrook,  Thomas  Harher  0 Commerce,  Ga. 

Turner,  Sullins  Preston  P Atlanta,  Ga. 

Allen,  Frank  A Chicago,  111. 

Cellini,  Oliver  George  P Chicago,  111. 

Jarek,  Frank  William  0 Chicago,  111. 

Schwind,  Burton  Eugene  B Chicago,  111. 

Setchell,  James  Fred'k  0 Chicago,  111. 

Swanson,  William  Howard  P Chicago,  111. 

Petry,  Robert  Gregory  A Chemmaign,  111. 

Waller,  William  III  P Chicago,  111. 

Wilmot,  Woodrow  Burton  T Dunlap,  111. 

Holt,  Harry  Joseph  A Great  Lakes,  111. 

Wiltjer,  Clarence  P.  0 Watseka,  111. 

Peffer,  David  McNair  B W.  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Beightol,  Willis  Eugege  P Webster  City,  loiva 

Holsteen,  Theodore  F.  B Burlington,  Iowa 

Lewis,  Dwight  Francis  A Coming,  lova- 

Neely,  Clarence  Arthur  B Ames,  Iowa 

Price,  Bruce  Burns  B Sac  City,  loTja 

Van  der  Zee,  John  Jacob  P Icwa  City,  lov^a 

Berry,  James  Dean  B Gridley,  Kans. 

Coyle,  Lawrence  Wm.  A Coffeyville,  Kans. 

Hunofeld,  Harold  Enmett  0 Anthony,  Kans. 

Mayden,  James  Daniel  P Junction  City, Kans. 
Thornhrough,  George  W.  A Lakin,  Kans. 

McNay,  Joe  Kenneth  P Louisville,  Kans. 

Moore,  Paul  L.G.  ? Wichita,  Kans. 

Crouch,  Robert  Edward  B Mt.  Washington,  Ky. 

Fields,  James  Robert  P Danville,  Ky. 

Hooks,  Ferrell  Duglas  B Lamasco,  Ky. 
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Howard,  James  Alva 
Wright,  Adolf. Milton 
Barrow,  Leoruird  J.  ,Jr. 
Hardy,  Otha  B. , Jr. 
Stanshury,  Wm,  G. 
Bourgoin,  HaouL  Jos. 
Draper,  Harry  Engran 
Philhrick,  Ered’k  Neil 
Schofield,  Parker  F. 
Barnett,  James  Alex 
Birchard,  Glen  E. 

Bruce,  James  E.  , Jr. 
McClure,  Tfci.  Allen 
Dougherty,  John  Eugene  B 
Evans,  John  Scrimgeour  P 
Eandall,  Heman  W.  ,Jr. 
Compton,  Keith  Karl 
McKee,  Seth  Jefferson 
Mueller,  Eobert  Burl 
Aimstrong,  George  H. 
Bloszies,  Eaymond  Fred  A 
Gutru,  George  H. ,Jr. 
Morrissey,  Eobert  L. 
Eomberg,  Edgar  Allen 
Dechaene,  Andre  J. 
Harmn,  Harold  M. 
%)encer,  Triiman  A.  ,Jr. 

Do err,  John  Joseph 
Fendrich,  Charles  N. 
Heber,  M^colm  McM. 
O’Neill,  Brian 
House,  John  Albert 
Eudell,  Eaymond  Frank 
Samders,  Jack  Wm. 
Schroeck,  Franklin  E. 
Busse,  Eayimnd  Joseph 
Skow,  Delmer  Norris 
Broivnewell,  John  L. 
DeBolt,  Arthur  Eay 
Gould,  Campbell  H. 
Grambo,  Frederick  C. 
Keiser,  Donald  I.fcKay 
McNeal , Thoma.s  Carl 
Newman,  Neil  Arnold 
Ppeil,  Charles  Martin 
Howland , Eobert  E. 
^urgeon,  Hayrrond  E. 
Tucker,  Theodore  Tif, 
Brewer,  Paul  M. , Jr. 
Carter,  Eoy  Iviilton 
Dick,  Neivton  Eobert 
Jackson,  J.  Garrett 
Johnson,  James  Allison 
Storm,  Leonard  Boston 
SumiBrs,  Thomas  B. 


0 

P 

P 

A 

P 

? 


Yon  Tungeln,  Herbert  A.  A 


Willsie,  Harold 
Worley,  Earl  Wilson 
Stiles,  Joseph  Erhart 
Aylesworth,  Theo.  E. 
Baseler,  Eobert  Lee 
Clark,  Eugene  Louis 
G-iannatti,  James 
Teats,  Edivard  Charles 
Eoberts,  V/agner  H. 
Yeatch,  Bernard  W, 
Chiles,  Clarence  S. 
Smelser,  Harold  C. 
Cairp,  Marshall  Pyron 
Morgan,  Maurice  Allen 
Smith,  Joseph  Col unbus 


A 

B 

B 

B 

P 

P 

A 

A 

P 

0 

B 

B 

P 

B 

P 


Bowling  Green,  Ky. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
New  Iberia,  La. 
New  Iberia,  La. 
Iota,  La. 
Frenchville,  Me. 

Boston,  Ifess. 
Brookline,  Mass. 
Malden,  Mass. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Bay  City,  Mich. 
Saginaw,  Mich. 
Eoyal  Oak,  Mich. 
Minneapol  is , Minn. 
St.  Pa-ul, 

Paul , 


B 

P 


St. 


Minn. 

Minn. 


A 

St,  Joseph,  l\/b. 

A 

Illmo,  Mo. 

P 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

P 

Billings, 

VIont. 

A 

OrcBlia, 

Nebr. 

A 

Newman  Grove, 

Nebr. 

P 

Tecumseh, 

Nebr. 

P 

Lincoln, 

Nebr. I 

0 

Elizabeth, 

N.J. 

B 

Grants , 

N.M.  i 

B 

Carrizozo, 

N.M. 

B 

Poughkeepsie , 

N.Y. 

P 

Staten  Island, 

N.Y. 

B 

White  Plains, 

N.Y. 

B 

Yonkers , 

N.Y. 

0 

Eochester , 

N.Y. 

P 

Buffalo, 

N.Y. 

A 

Athens , 

N.Y. 

0 

Buffalo, 

N.Y. 

B 

Glenburn, 

N.D. 

P 

Devils  Lake, 

N.D, 

P 

Bexley, 

Ohio 

P 

Columbus , 

Ohio 

B 

Toledo , 

Ohio 

P 

Cleveland  Hts. , 

Ohio 

B 

McComb , 

Ohio 

B 

Cleveland, 

Ohio 

? 

Lakewood, 

Ohio 

P 

Cleveland, 

Ohio 

P 

Lodi , 

Ohio 

P 

Cincinnati, 

Ohio 

0 

Cleveland  Hts.  , 

Ohio 

? 

Oklahoma  City, 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 

Okla. 


Britton, 

T\alsa, 

Altus, 
T/agoner, 
Norman, 
Weatherford , 
Norman, 

Asher, 
Littlesto’ivn,  Pa. 
Eed  Lion,  Pa. 
Knoxville,  Pa. 
Ardmore,  Pa. 
Clairton,  Pa. 
UniontoTO,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Haxtsville,  S.  C. 
Conde,  S.D. 
Corryton,  Tern. 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


? 

P 

P 

A 

A 

P 

B 

P 

B 

A 

A 

P 

A, 

0 

P 

B 

A 


Banks,  Wilson  Harper 
Faiilkner,  Cecil  Lee  . 
Looke,  Cecil  James, Jr. 
Strickland,  Eugene  L. 
Gayle, . Charles  Afton 
Henry,  John  Bailey, Jr. 
Crabtree,.  Martin  P. 

Sneed,  Charles  Eoy 
Bond,  Charlie  E.  ,Jr. 
Barksdale,  Ealph  A. 
Eiddle,  Kyle  Loyd 
Began,  Charles  lifc. 
Jenkins,  Jack  Siumons 
Lane,  William,  Jr. 
Jenkins,  Harry  Albert 
Dunn,  Erahk  Lowry 
Gimble,  Sidney  B. , Jr. 
Schriever,  Gerhard  J. 
Glober,  George  Edward 
King,  Henry  Preston 
Hubbard,  Edward  II  A 
Barksdale,  Wm,  S.  ,Jr.  A 
Garrett,  I^cidmore  Neal 
Mathewson,  Philip  L. 
Tinker,  Clarence  L.Jr. 
Yan  Auken,  Eobert  D. 
Gustafson,  Eoy  llfei. 

Mornyer , Yfa,  Wallace 
Gillum,  Yirgil  bbnroe 
Hindson,  Wm,  Simms 
tlarcum,  Jake  McD.  ,Jr. 
Marshall,  Charles  S. 
Moore,  Archibald  W. 
Miirrell,  Carrell  T. 
Smith,  Thomas  Cullen 
Weltman,  John  Wn. 
Whiteman,  Harold  J 
Wood,  Curtis  Edward 
Wrigglesworth,  Wm.J. 
Busch,'  Chester  Chas. 
Stinson,  William  E. 


Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 

Texas 


( 


Brownfield, 
Bellevue, 

Austin, 
Arlington, 

Bellaire , 
Charlotte, 

Decatxir , 

Evant , 

Dallas , 
Gainesville, 

■ Decatur , 

McLean, 

Level land, 
bbr  shall , 

Mont  alba, 

San  Antonio, 

. &n  Antonio, 

•San  Antonio, 

San  Angelo, 

San  Marcos,  Texas 
Sweetwater,  Texas 
Eandolph,  Ya. 
Cumberland, 
Eichmond, 
Arlington, 

Fort  Belvoir, 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Seattle,  Waish. 
Shinnston,  Vf.Ya. 
Oak  Hill,  W.Ya. 
Hamlin,  W.Ya. 
Grafton,  W.Ya. 
Huntington,  W.Ya. 
Barrackville,  W.Ya. 
Marl inton,  W.Ya. 
Eowlesburg,  W.Ya. 

Salem,  W.Ya.if'; 
Huntington,-  W.Ya. 
Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
Kenosha,  Wis. 
Benton,  La. 


Ya. 

Ya. 

Ya. 

Ya. 


Potter,  Philip  Orville  A Sao  Paulo,  Brazil 


Notes 


A - 
B - 
0 - 
P - 


Attack  Aviation 
Bombardment  Aviation 
Observation  Aviation 
Pursuit  Aviation 


Among  the 
commissions 


students  listed  above  who  hold 
in  the  Eeserve  of  other  branches 
of  the  Service,  the  follovdng  are  listed 
below! 

Infantry 

Cellini,  Fendrich. 


1st  Lieuts. 

2nd  Lieuts.  Busch,  Ford,  Gculd,  McCa\aley, 
McNay,  Eiddle,  Weltman,  Worley. 

Cavalry 

1st  Lieut.  Hanmn 

2nd  Lieuts.  Thombrough,  Wrigglesworth. 

Fi eld  Artillery 

Tungeln 


1st  Lieuts. 
2nd  Lieuts. 
Schwind.' 


Fletcher,  Yon 
Garrett,  Neely,  Ecwland, Schroeck, 


2nd  Lieuts. 
Mayden,  Teats. 


Coast  Artillery 

Barksdale,  Vkn,  S. 


Jr. ; Dick, 


, I The  class  listed  above  constitutes  approxi- 

Arlington,  Texas  j mately  SC^a  of  the  number  which  began*  trainingfe 
Austin,  Texas  ! at  Eandolph  Field  in  March,  1938. 

Brownsville,  Texas  I 

-IQ- 
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BEAK  E TEST  EQUIPMENT 


By  Marguerite  Jacobs  Herou 


The  old  balloon  hangar  at  Wright  Field, 
which  for  some  years  has  been  used  for 
sttrage  purposes,  is  about  to  retrieve 
its  irapirtance  and  assume  the  status  of 
a testing  laboratory.  This  change  is 
the  result  of  the  delivery  at  Wright 
Field  of  certain. mammoth  machinery  known 
as  "Inertia  Brake  Testing  Equipment," 
and  the  balloon  hangar  is  undergoing  in- 
terior modifications  to  prepare  for  its 
installation  and  the  type  of  test  work 
henceforth  to  be  done  there. 

The  new  equipment,  which  was  construct- 
ed by  the  Adamson  Machine  Company  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  to  Air  Corps  specifications, 
c*nsists  of  two  testing  machines,  the 
combined  weight  of  which  is  110  tons. 

The  purpose  of  the  equipment  is  the  ^na- 
mic  testing  of  brakes,  wheels,  and.  tires 
under  conditions . duplicating  those  en- 
countered in  all  varieties  of  actual  air- 
plane landings.  On  the  smaller  machine 
will  be,  mounted  for  testing  21  to  44~inch 
wheels;  on  the  other,  44-inch  and  larger.' 

Each  machine  consists  principally  of  a 
flywheel,  driven  by  an  electric  motor,  a i 
spindle  upon  which  the  airplane  wheel  to 
be  tested  is  mounted,  a large  air  pres- 
sure cylinder  for  actuating  the  spindle, 
a large  operating  and  instrument  record- 
|Ung  panel.  'When  the  flywheel,  which  in 
*l;he  larger  machine  weighs  55  tons  and 
has  a diameter  of  120  inches,  is  set  re- 
volving, the  spindle,  with  the  wheel 
mounted,  by  means  of  air  pressure  from 
the  cylinder  located  aloft,  is  moved  to- 
ward the  revolving  flywheel  so  that  the 
airplane  tire  is  brought  to  bear  against 
it.  The  contact  sets  the  airplane  wheel 
and  tire  revolving.  Brake  pressure  is 
then  hydraulically  applied  by  means  of 
fluid  forced  into  the  brake  mechanism  by 
a hydraulic  pump. 

The  flywheel  revolving  at  a speed  ap- 
proximating 80  m.p.h.  stores  up  11,000,- 
000  foot-pounds  of  kinetic  energy.  When 
the  brake  is  applied  this  energy  is 
transformed  to  heat  energy  in  the  brake 
and  brake  drums.  The  amount  of  brake 
torque  resulting  from  deceleration  of 
the  flywheel  mass  is  transmitted  hydrau- 
lically and  graphically  recorded  by  an 
instrument  on  the  instrument  panel.  The 
hydraulic  pressure  required  to  operate 
the  brake,  and  the  r.p.ra.  of  the  moving 
flywheel  are  simultaneously  recorded 
graphically  on  two  other  instruments  on 
the  panel,  so  that  complete  records  of 
the  test  process  and  reactions  are  ob- 
tained. The  amount  of  time  consumed  in 
bringing  the  moving  masses  to  a stop  by 
the  brake  mechanisms,  and  the  resulting 
effect  upon  the  tire,  wheel,  and  brake 

form  the  principal  test  infor- 
mation sought.  The  peripheral  speed  *f 
the  flywheel  in  these  tests  represents 
the  speed  of  the  airplajae  in  relation  to 
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the ground.  The  airplane  wheel,  there- 
fore, when  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
revolving  flywheel,  Is  set  in  motion  in 
the  same  manner  as  it  would  be  on  con- 
tact with  the  ground  in  landing.  The 
brake  mechanisms  also  function,  as  they 
would  in  a ground  landing.  The  revolu- 
tions of  the  flywheel  may  be  set  to 
simulate  the  landing  speed  of  any  type 
or  model  of  airplane.  The  length  of 
time  properly  required  by  the  brake  to 
stop  the  moving  mass  is  known.  If  .the 
brake  under  test  accomplishes  its  task 
in  from  10  to  13  seconds,  and  accom- 
plishes it  repeatedly  without  failure 
or  breakdown  of  the  brake  mechanism, 
it  is  proved  to  be  satisfactory  equip- 
ment. 

Similar  but  smaller  equipment  is  used  ■ 
in  testing  locomotive  and  automotive 
braking  mechanisms.  These  Inertia 
Brake  Testing  Machines,  however,  are 
the  only  ones  of  their  kind  in  exist- 
ence. 

— oOo.^ — . 

RETISE!’.1E1^"T  OF  COLOlffiL  SNEED 

Colonel  Albert  L.  Sneed,  a ranking  ex- 
ecutive at  Maxwell  Field,  Montgomery, 
Ala, , since  his  arrival  there  on  July 
14,  1937,  and  who  has  been  serving  as 
Acting  Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps  Tac- 
tical School  since  the  transfer  two 
months  ago  of  Brigadier  General  Henry  C. 
Pratt  to  Fort  William  McKinley  in  the 
Philippines,  will  retire  from  active 
service  with  the  U. S.  Army  Air  Corps 
on  December  31st,  next.  Colonel  Sneed, 
who  has  had  thirty  years'  service  vdth 
the  Army  since  his  graduation  from  the 
United  States  Military  Academy,  West 
Point,  N.Y. , in  1908,  left  Maxwell  Field 
on  October  Ist  on  a leave  of  absence. 

By  virtue  of  his  rank.  Colonel  John 
H.  Pirie,  Air  Corps,  transferred  to 
Maxwell  Field  from  March. Field,  Calif. , 
several  weeks  ago,  will  succeed  Colonel 
Sneed  as  Acting  Commandant  of  the  Tac- 
tical School.  Colonel  Pirie,  one  of  the 
Air  Corps'  higher  authorities  on  aero- 
nautical tactics  and  development,  also 
is  director  of  the  Air  Corps  Board.  This 
Board,  designed  to  study  new  develop- 
ments in  aeronautics  and  to  promote  and 
instigate  research  work  in  that  field, 
was  reorganized  by  the  War  Department 
in  December,  1934.  Maxwell  Field  was  at 
that  time  chosen  for  the  headquarters 
of  this  Board,  and  the  members  thereof 
were  assigned  to  full  time  duty  in  con- 
ducting its  affairs. 

, - — oOo— 

Major  Charles  A.  Pursley,  Air  Corps, 
received  temporary  appointment  to  the 
grade  of  lieut.  Colonel,  October  8,1938. 
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TORNADO  NEAR  RANDOLPH  FIELD 


Tornadoes  do  occur  in  the  vicinity  of 
Randolph  Field,  Texas.  The  questioning 
of  oldtimers  has  revealed  that  a small 
tornado  occurred  during  the  construction 
of  the  field,  but  that  the  damames  re- 
sulting therefrom  were  very  slight. 

On  September  7,  1938,  alert  weather 
men  were  surprised  to  see  a dark  funnel 
extending  downward  from  a thunderstorm 
cloud  about  three  miles  northy/est  of 
Randolph  Field.  The  dark  vortex  bored 
its  way  downward  and  reached  the  ground, 
in  .the  vicinity  of  Converse,  a small 
town  three  miles  northwest  of  Randolph 
Field,  pulled  up  about  two  acres  of  cot- 
ton and,  as  one  man  put  it,  "It  was 
raining  cotton  all  around."  The  entire 
phenomenon  lasted  about  five  minutes. 

Flying  Cadet  Fendrich  made  an  enviable 
record  in  the  weather  course  - he  achiev- 
ed the  notable  feat  of  taking  photographs 
of  this  brief  prank  of  nature.- 

A 20-ho-ur  course  in  weather  is  being 
offered  for  the  first  time  to  the  Re- 
serve officers  assigned  to  Randolph 
Field  for  refresher  training.  Since 
this  course  is  given  between  regular 
student  classes,  flying  instructors  have 
been  invited  to  attend,  this  being  the 
first  opport-unity  for  many  of  them  to 
attend  the  modern  course  in  "Air  Mass 
Analysis. " 

Several  of  the  Post  Weather  Office 
personnel  are  increasing  their  knowledge 
of  meteorology  twofold  by  attending 
classes  at  St.  Mary's  University,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  and  acquiring  the  funda- 
mentals of  meteorology,  physics  and  alge- 
bra. 

Corporal  A.W.  Throgmorton,  formerly  of 
the  Post  Weather  Office,  reports  a very 
instructive  course  at  the  Weather  School 
at ^ Patterson  Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio, 
which  he  is  now  attending.  Prior  to  his 
attendance  at  this  school,  he  pursued  a 
three-weeks'  course  in  teletype  mainten- 
ance, given  by  the  Teletype  Company  at 
Chicago,  111. 

The  assignment  of  two  of  the  enlisted 
weather  forecasters  on  flying  status  has 
filled  a long-felt  need.  These  flights 
are  being  scheduled  to  make  weather  pre- 
dictions more  accurate.  It  is  felt  that 
pilots  will  have  more  confidence  in  -the 
men  who  have  actually  seen  flying 
weather. 

— -oOo— 


OFFICERS  OF  OTHER  BRANCHES'  FAMILIARIZE 
THEMSELVES  WITH  AIR  CORPS  FUNCTIONS 


In  order  to  f ami  liar  iz.e -other  person^ 
nel  of  the  Army  with  the  function  and 
operation  of  the  Air  Corps, • eight  offi- 
cers of, other  branches  of  the  service 
were  slated  to  arrive  at  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif.,  to  undergo  instruction 
for  a period  of  two  weeks  in  Meteorolo- 
gy,  Operations  and  Dispatching,  and  to 
observe  the  working  of  the  Photographic 
and  Parachute  Departments. 

These,  officers  are  Major  Walter  A. 
Dumas,  Infantry,  from  the  9th  Corps 
Area' Headq-iiartersi  Presidio  of  San 
Francisco,  Calif. ; Captain  William  G. 
Holder,  Is.t  L.ieuts.  Joe  C.  Rast,  John 
E.  Matzler  and  2nd  Lieut.  Iver  A. 
Pe-terson,  all  Coast  Artillery  and^  from 
Fort  Winfield  Scott,  Calif.  ; and'  1st 
Lieut.  Robert  L.  Love,  2nd  Lieuts.;-,Leon 
J.P.  Rouge,  and  John  A.  Norris,  , all  In- 
fantry, from  the  Presidio  of'  San 
Francisco.' 

Although  none  of  the  officers  were  to 
be  required  to  fly,  permission  was  to 
be  accorded  them  to  accompany  different 
flights  on  photographic,  bombing  and 
reconnaissance  missions. 

— — ^oOo— — • 


GOMMSimTION  FOR  AIR  CORPS-  EtTLiSTED  MM 


Captain  Charles  G.  Brenn email,  Air 
Corps,  was  placed  on  the  retired  list, 
effective  October  31,  1938,  for  disabil- 
ity incident  to  the  service. 


Master  Sergeant  Arthur  C.  Foster,  of 
the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters. -Squad- 
ron, Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying-  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  was  placed  on  the 
retired  list  at  that  field,  effective 
October  31,  1938. 


In  a letter  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  4th  Air  Base  Squadron,  March 
Field,  Calif.,  1st  Lieut.  W. G.  Garter, 

Air  Reserve,  9th  Bombardment  Squadron, 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , writes  as  fol- 
lows; 

"Daring  our  stay  at  March  Field,  Sept- 
ember 16-20,  1938,  we  received  splendid 
I service  from  all  technical  maintenance 
I and  supply  departments,  and  I wish  es- 
I pecially  to  commend  the  work  of  Sgt. 
i David  F.  Miller. 

i Serious  leakage  of  oil  from  both  en- 
j gines  on  BG-17  caused  an  unusual  job 
I of  'Trouble-Shooting,'  during  which  the 
j assistance  rendered  by  Sgt.  Miller  was 
j outstandingly^  noticeable  for  the  effici- 
I oncy  and  willingness  with  which,  it  was 
given. 

! This,.is  .th^' second  time  this  'iian'  s 
j work  has  come  .to  my  attention.,  and  in 
! each  case  he  gave  a demonstratfon  .of  ;<• , 
i steady,  energetic  skill  and  resourceful- 
I ness  which  expedited  the  job  to  an  ex- 
i tent  plainly  apparent  to  any  observer, 
j He  headed  the  crew  that  brought  an  en- 

fine.  to  my  disabled  B-12  at  Lordsburg, 
ew  Mexico,  several  months  ago,  and 
j performed  an  engine  change  in  the  manner 
I stated,  under  difficult  circ-umstances. 

I feel  it  is  not  amiss  that  his  no- 
ticeably good  performance  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  his  Commander, " 

— — oOo 

Captain  Edgar  T.  Selzer,  Air  Corps, 
received  a temporary  appointment  to  the'*^ 
grade  of  Major,  effective  October  16, '38. 
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STATION  ASSIGNMENTS  OF  GRADUAT' 

The  80  Flying  Cadets  who  graduated  * ' 
from  the  Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly 
Field,  Texas,  October  5,  1938,  and  who  ' 
have  been  commissioned  second  lieuten- 
ants in  the  Air  Corps  Reserve, ■ have  been 
assigned* to  extended  active  duty  at  the 
Air  porps.  stations  indicated  below,  viz: 

To  ^the-  Hawaiian  Department;  ' ' ■ ■ 

Rjef  ry  'RRe  rman  Cole  “ ■ . , • 

Rudolph  •Emil' Flack 
Ronald  Dean  Hubbard,  ■ ■ 

Arnold  Frederick  Adolph  Kluev'er  : , 
Gladwyn  Earl  Pinkston  ^ 

Robert  Sidney  Quinn  . 

John  Alva  Roberts,  Jr.  ... 

Gerald. Graham  Robinson 
Re^nnoni  Paul:,SalzarulO 
Walter  William- .'Sparks,  Jr. 

James  Fred  Starkey 
Robert  Hartwe,ll  Stuart 
Joseph  Charles  Tuell 
Ira  Francis,  lintermate 
To  Fort  Lewis.  Wash, ; 

Eowland~lfells  Hopp er 

Reesor  Mott  Lawrence 
To  Fort  Riley,  Kansas; 

HoU^on  Walker  Longino , Jr . 

Charles  Lewis  Nothstein 
To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 

Forrest  Houston  Baxfer 

Harry  J.  Bullis 
Charles  -Marion  Eisenhart 
Francis  Robert  Feeney 
Willard  Asa  Fountain 
-Philip  Henry  Greasley 
John  Patrick  Healy 
Elton  Earl  Holcombe 
Glenn  Elwood  Hubbard 
William  Elza  McEntire 
Frank  Edwin- 0 ^Brien 
Guy  Hamilton  Rockey  ' 

Paul  Schwartz. 

Eriksen  Emerson  Shilling 

Van  Hatton  Slay den 

William  Alexander  Sullivan,  Jr.. 

Ozburn  Early  Taylor 
Arthur^  James  Walker 
Sam  Wilkins  Westbrook 
To  March  Field.  Calif. ; 

Jack  Adams  ^ ^ ‘ 

Walter  Erath  Arnold,  Jr.  . , 

William  John  'Bohnaker 
Robert  Vernon  DeShazo 
Edwin  Smith  Green  T- 

Frederick  James  Znorro,  Jr. 

James  Robert  Lindsay 
Charles  Albert  Nisbett 
Sig  Rodgers  Young 
To  Mitch^  Held,  N.Y. : 

Thomas  Philip  Bacon  - , 

Richard  Murray  Bylander  ; • . . - • ; 

Edward  Richard  Casey  ’ : , , 

Huntington  Kerr  Gilbert 
McHenry  Hamilton,  Jr. 

Allen  Moore  Howery  ’ ’ 

John  Max  Knox  . ' ' ■ , ' 

Frank' Joseph  McGinity 
Robert  Ross  McKechnie 
John  Do  aglas  Madre 


S OF  AIR  CORPS  TRAINING  CENTER 

To  - Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  ; 

Ehn e s t Ro deric  Mani err  e ' ; 

Joe  Leonard  Mason 
John  Peebles  Proctor 
LeRoy  Len  Stefonowicz 
John  Lynn  .Sullivan 
' Wayne  Earl  Thurman 

Raymond  Frederick  Toliver 
Samuel  Bey 'Wiper 
Paul  John  Yurkanis 
To  Moffett  Field.  Calif. ; 

Duane  Louis  Kime 

Leland,  -Stanford  McGOwan 
To  Hamilton-  Field.  Calif. ; 

John.  No'BTe~Parlton  ' 

William  Hubh Or t Cleveland 
Harold  Doi^las  'Courtney 
'John  William  Osborn 
William  JesSe  Prichard 
■ Prank  Douglas  Sharp  ' 

- Horace  Milton  Wade' 

To  Selfridge  Field*  Mich. : , . 

Bf  e v/s  t er  Waird”^  - ' 

To  Scott  Field. 11. : 

Harry  Taylor  Ei dsoh 
Maurice  Joseph  Fitzgerald 
Oscar  Allen  Heinlein 

oOo — — 

RANDOLPH  FIELD  NONCOMS.  HOLD  SMOKER 

■ The  Noncommissioned  Officers’  Club, 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  held  its  monthly 
smoker  in  the,  form  of  a "Dutch  Lunch"  in 
the  west  club  building  on  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 13th.  These  smokers  have  gained 
popularity  among  the  membership  of  the 
Club  to  the  extent  that. the  present  club 
building  does  not  meet  the  requirements 
for  such  activities.  The  Club’s  present 
membership,  although  not  compulsory 
among  the  noncommissioned  officers  of 
the  command,  boasts  of  more  than  200 
members. 

Many  of  the  newly  appointed  noncommis- 
sioned officers  who  have  become  members 
of  the  Club  made  their  initial  visit  to 
it  on  the  night  of  the  smoker.  They 
were  welcomed  "by  the  President,  Master 
Sergeant  Brainard  D.  Booth,  who  offici- 
ated as  master' of  ceremonies.  The  en- 
tertainment. committee  justified  their 
offices  In  - true  Array  form  and  made  the 
evening  very  enjoyable. 

..  lit  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  true 
value  derived  by  all  from  this  organiza- 
tion of  noncommissioned  officers  in  so- 
cial activities,  hut  it  is  obvious  that 
it  tends  to  increase  the  morale  and  good 
fellowship  of  the  command.  There  were 
yarns  of  .away  hack,  When  the  "Jenny"  and 
the "DH",  were  "it"  - yarns  of  the  days 
when  we  all  choked  on  'that,  standing  col- 
lar, and  parachutes  were  not  in  general 
use.  "These  reminiscences  of  the  even- 
ing are  enjoyed  by  all,  for  tomorrow  we 
return  to  the  modern  Air  Corps  and 
equipment,  and  carry  on  to  yet  higher 
• ('.Continued  on  Page  14). 
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13TH  ATTACK  SQDK.  IN  NT.  BRAGG  MANBUVERS 

Early  on  the  morning  of  October  1st, 
the  13th  Attack  Sguadron,  composed  of 
25  A-17A  Attack  airplanes,  commanded  by 
Majtr  Auby  C.  Strickland,  Air  Corps,  de- 
parted in  formation  from  Barksdale  Field, 
La. , f»r  Langley  Field,  Va. , to  partici- 
ate  in,  the  joint  anti-aircraf t-General 
eadquartors  Air  Force  Maneuvers  at  Fort 
Bragg,  N. C.  The  Squadron  arrived  at 
Langley  Field  at  5:00  p.m. , having  made 
•ne  stop  enroute  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

A number  of  interesting  dawn  and  night 
attack  missions  were  conducted  during 
the  exercise,  some  in  support  of  Bombard- 
ment Aviation,  and  several  independent 
Attack  missions.  These  exercises  afford- 
ed an  excellent  opportunity  far  the 
study  of  existing  methods  of  attack,  de- 
velopment of  new  methods  and  the  further 
training  of  personnel  in  this  type  of 
flying.  Several  of  these  missions  were 
carried  out  under  weather  conditions  un- 
favorable to  flying  but  favorable  to 
concealment,  and  the  effects  of  varying 
conditions  of  visibility  on  both  the 
hostile  (Blue)  defensive  forces  and 
friendly  (Black)  offensive  air  force 
were  such  as  to  merit  further  study. 

The  officers  of  this  Squadron  with 
those  of  other  visiting  organizations 
were  entertained  at  a dinner  dance  at 
the  Langley  Field  Officers'  Club  on  the 
night  of  October  8th.  An  excellent  mess 
was  served  visiting  organizations  by  the 
1st  Air  Base  Squadron,  and  comfortable 
uarters  were  provided  the  13th  Attack 
quadron  by  the  35th  Pursuit  Squadron. 

The-  Squadron-  departed  from  Langley 
Field  on  October  16th,  taking  off  by 
elements  and  climbing  through  a low  over- 
cast. Assembly  was  effected  enroute, and 
excellent  time  was  made  on  the  return 
trip.  One  stop  v/as  made'  at  Maxwell 
Field,  where  efficient  ground  personnel 
completed  refueling  operations  in  a re- 
markably short  time. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  express- 
es his  belief  that,  from  the  standpoint 
of  Attack  Aviation,  many  valuable  les- 
sons were  learned  from  these  exercises 
and  that  the  training  afforded  in  con- 
junction with  Bombardment,  Pursuit  and 
anti-aircraft  forces  was  invaluable. 

oOo— ^ — 


the  first  flight  on  October  20th  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  GHQ  Air  Force  demonstra- 
tion held  there. 

oOo 

P-36A‘ s BEGIN  ARRIVING  AT  BARKSDALE 

Almost  every  day  now,  pilots  of  the 
20th  Pursuit  Group,  Barksdale  Field, 

La.,  are  leaving  for  Buffalo,  N.Y, , the 
home  of  the  Curtiss  aircraft  factory,  ; 
to  ferry  back  the  long  awaited  P-36A' s. 
Each  Squadron  of  the  Group  has  three 
airplanes  now  and  hopes  to  have  more 
in  a few  days.  Every  pilot  in  the 
Group  who  has  been  checked  off  in  the 
new  ship  seems  to  be  very  enthusiastic 
about  it.  A series  of  tests  are  being 
prepared  for  this  airplane  to  determine 
its  fuel  consumption  and  general  per- 
formance for  tactical  use. 

oOo- — 

LUKE  TROPHY  GOES  TO  77TH  PURSUIT  SQDN. 

The  77th  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed 
at  Barksdale  Field,  La. , proudly  ac- 
claims acceptance  of  the  Frank  Luke 
Memorial  Award  for  the  second  consecu- 
tive year.  This  coveted  Trophy -is 
awarded  annual Ij^  to  the  GHQ  Air  Force 
Pursuit  unit  scoring  highest  in  aerial 
gunnery  training. 

Brigadier  General  Frederick  L.  Martin, 
Commanding  General  of  the .Third  Wing, 
will  formally  present  the  Trophy  to  the  / 
77th  Pursuit  Squadron  on  November  5,  V 
1938. 

— —oOo — - 

Smoker  by  Randolph  Field  Noncom  Officers 

(continued  from  Page  13). 

standards  of  this  branch  in  which  we 
have  all  grown  f.rom  recruits  to  old 
soldiers,”  is  the  way  one  veteran  non- 
commissioned officer  summed  up  the 
evening. 

■Noncommissioned  officers  #f  other  sta- 
tions are  cordially  invited  to  partake 
of  the  hospitality  of  this  Club  while 
sojourning  Randolph  way. 

oOo— 

BOLLING  FIELD  OFFICERS  FLY  IN  "DST'?  PLANE 


COOPERATIVE  MISSIONS  BY  90TH  ATTACK  SQDN. 

The  major  portion  of  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober was  spent  by  the  90th  Attack  Squad- 
ron in  preparing  and  participating  in 
the  cooperative  missions  with  ground 
forces  conducted  for  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School  of  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  The  base  of  operations  was  at 
Port  Riley,  Kansas.  A flight  of  9 
A-17A's,  led  by  Major  Paul  L.  Williams, 
Air  Corps,  Commanding  Officer,  left 
Barksdale  Field,  La. , on  October  15th, 
for  Fort  Riley.  Ten  more  A-17A' s joined 


Lieut,  Colonel  Floyd  E.  Galloway,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Bolling  Field,  D,  C,, 
and  a number  of  other  -officers  of  the 
post  had  an  opportunity  on  October  2Cth 
to  fly  in  the  latest  "DST”  sleeper 
transport,  built  by  Douglas  and” flown  on 
American  Airlines  on  the  transcontinent- 
al service.  The  occasion  was  the  demon- 
stration of  the  new  Sperry-RCA  Automatic 
Direction  Finder. 

Several  officers  from  the  Office  ci 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington^  £• 
D.C.,  also  flew  in  the  "DST”  which  is  V 
the  largest  commercial  airplane  in  regu- 
lar service  in  the  country. 
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MW  COJMAUDER  FOR  MAXWELL  FIELD 


INTERCEPTION  PROBLEM  BY  5TH  BOMB.  GROUP 


|V  Colonel  John  H.  Pirie,  Air  Corps,  who 
I came  to  Montgomery,  Ala. , recently  from 
March  Field,  Calif.  , asstuned  command  nf 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  rn  October  4,  1938, 
and  hecams  Acting  Commandant  of  the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School,  replacing  Colonel 
Albert  L.  Sneed,  Air  Corps,  who,  sched- 
uled to  retire  from  active  service  on 
December  31,  1938,  returned  to  his  home 
in  the  vicinity  of  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

As  a token  of  their  esteem,  the  offi- 
cers at  Maxwell  Field  presented  Colonel  • 
Sneed  witn  a golf  bag  when  bidding  him 
goodbye.  Colonel  Sneed  had  been  among 
the  most  popular  officials  at  Maxwell 
Field  since  his  arrival  there  on  July 
14,  1937. 


Colonel  Pirie,  in  addition  to. being 
Commanding  Officer  of  Maxwell  Field,  is 
head  of  1:^-6  important  Air  Cbrps  Board,  a 
group  of  ranking  officers  with  authority 
to  promote  and  instigate  research  into 
aviation  problems  and  to  study  develop- 
ments in  this  field  as  they  occur. 

_Vihile  oxpressing  regret  over  the  re- 
tirement of  Colonel  Sneed,  the  Tactical 
School  peisonnel  joined  in  welcoming  the 
ret-i^n  thereto  of  Major  W.W.  Welsh,  fol- 
lowing his  recovery  from  an  illness  which 
confined  him  at  the  Army  and  Navy  Gener- 
al Hospital,  Hot  Springs,  Ark. , for  two 
months.  Major  Welsh  will  resume  the 
duties  of  Adjutant  of  the  Tactical 
)School,  with  Lieut.  D.B.  Schannep  as  as- 
sistant. 


_ — oOo 


On  September  29th,  the  5th  Bombardment 
Group,  Luke,  Field,  T.H. , performed  ano- 
ther interception  on  the  U.S.  Arny  TranS' 
port  R:^UBLj.C',  when  the  vessel  was  some 
24  hours  out  of  Honolulu.  Departing 
from  Makapuu  Head  at  1106,  the  Group, 
flying  B-lb  planes  and  led  by  Major  John 
I.  Moore,  p-^^oceeded  on  a northeasterly 
course  and  intercepted  the  transport  on 
schedule  at  13l9vr  at  a distance  of  329 
nautical  miles  from  Oahu.  The  flight 
was  made  over  sc^.ttered  to  broken  clouds 
at  an  average  altitude  of  8,000  feet. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  C.  Candee,  com- 
manding the  18th  Wing,  accon^anied  the 
formation. 

After  passing  over  the  vessel  in  sal- 
ute, the. Group  returned  to  Oahu,  the 
squadrons  performing  individual  naviga- 
tion, The  landing  at  Hickam  Field  was 
made  at  16C0,'  afr,er  an  uneventful  but 
extremely  valuable  training  mission. 

On  board  the  transport  REPUBLIC  was 
Brigadier  General  Walter  H.  Frank,  Air 
Corps,  coming  to  Hawaii  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  18 th  Wing;  Colonel  Shepler 
W.  FitzGerald,  Air  Corps,  to  assume  com- 
mand of  Luke  Field  and  the  5th  Bombard- 
ment Group;  and  Lieut.  Colonel  William 
E.  Lynd,  Air  Corps,  to  take  over  the 
command  of  the  18th  Pursuit  Group. 

Messages  were  exchanged  between 
Colonel  Candee  and  General  Prank  shortly 
after  the  formation  departed  from  the 
transport  enroute  to  Oahu. 

— .-oOo 


RECENT  CLIPPER  TALE  BELIEVED  FALSE  ALARM 


COOPERATIVE  MISSION  BY  2ND  OBS.SqUADRON 


Manila  papers  recently  devoted  much 

Sace  to  reports  from  Filipino  citizens 
ving  along  the  west  coast  of  the  Is- 
land of  Samar  that  the  "Hawaiian  Clipper" 
was  sighted,  in  flames,  and  that  it 
crashed  into  the  sea  in  that  vicinity  on 
July  29th.  It  is  thought,  however,  that 
the  plane  which  the  natives  sighted  was 
the  Nichols  Field  Amphibian  piloted  by 
1st  Lieut.  Ralph  0.  Brownfield,  who  was 
assigned  the  coastal  regions  of  Samar  as 
part  of  the  area  to  be  covered  by  him  in 
the  extensive  search  which  was  then  be- 
! ing  conducted  by  six  airplanes  from 
Nichols  and  Clark  Fields,  as  well  as  by 
airplanes  dispatched  by  the  Navy. 

Lieut.  Brownfield  stated  that  many  of 
the  recent  reports  from  Samar  coincide 
I with  his  movements  on  that  date,  in  that 
I he  put  the  "Duck"  down  during  the  after- 
I noon  of  July  30th  in  the  region  describ- 
i ed  by  the  reports,  which  was  between  the 
Tagapulan  and  Destacado  Islands.  He 
I also  stated  that  he  flew  through  a cloud 
j bank  before  landing,  and  that  the  "black 
I smoke"  described  in  the  reports  might 
‘.nave  been  from  the  exhaust  of  his  plane 
V which  emits  heavy  vapor  when  the  engine 
is  '^■’rnued"  ju^t  "before  landing. 


The  2nd  Observation  Squadron  of  the 
4th  Composite  Group,  Nichols  Field, P. I., 
recently  conducted  cooperative  training 
missions  with  the  60th  Coast  Artillery 
regiment,  stationed  at  Fort  Mills, 
Corregidor. 

Two  missions  were  carried  out  daily 
with  anti-aircraft  machine  gun  training. 
White  sleeve  targets,  approximately  30 
feet  long  and  12  feet  in  circumference, 
were  towed  by  an  Observation  airplane. 
The  targets  were  operated  from  a wind- 
lass reel  located  under  the  fuselage  of 
the  plane  and  extended  about  800  feet, 
attached  to  a cable. 

Approaching  and  parallel  courses  were 
flown.  Upon  the  completion  of  each  mis- 
sion, the  targets  were  released  and 
dropped  on  the  Fort  Mills  landing  field 
for  the  purpose  of  affording., the  Coast 
Artillery  personnel  an  opportunity  to 
observe  the  maneuver.  Communication  was 
coordinated  between  the  airplane  flying 
the  mission  and  the  radio  stations  at 
Fort  Mills  and  Nichols  Field. 

First  Lieuts.  Tom  W.  Scott,  John  0. 
Neal,  Andrew  Meulenberg,  Frederick  E. 
Calhoun,  2nd  Lieuts.  James  E.  Gunn,  Ed- 
ward!. Maschmeyer  and  Joseph  J.Nazarro 
participated  in  the  missions.  Private 
Lester  E,  Gates  operated  the  tow  targets. 
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EANIDOLPH  FIELD  EIJGINEERIHG  HOTSS 


STUDENTS  GEADUATE  FROM  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 


The  academic  section  of  the  Chanute 
Field  Branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School  announces  the  graduation  on  Octo- 
ber 7,  1938,  of  twelve  students  in  the 
"Airplane  Mechanics  Course,"  and  on 
October  21,  1938,  of  48  students  in  the 
following  courses:  Radio  Repairers  and 
Operators,  22;  Airplane  Mechanics,  14; 
Aircraft  Welders  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers, 
12. 

Of  the  twelve  students  who  graduated  on 
on  October  7th  from  the  Airplane  Mechan- 
ics Course,  three  are  from  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif, ; two  from  March  Field, 
Calif.';  and  one  each  from  Barksdale 
Field,  La.  ; Air  Corps  Detachment,  5th 
Corps  Area;  Fort  Knox,  Ky. ; Brooks  Field, 
Texas;  7th  Corps  Area  Air  Corps  Detach- 
ment; Chanute  Field,  111.  One  unassign- 
ed student  has  been  ordered  to  duty  with 
the  Air  Corps  Detachment  at  East  Boston, 
Mass. 

Of  the  48  students  who  graduated  on 
October  21st,  8 Radio  Repairers  and  Op- 
erators, 11  Airplane  Mechanics  and  8 Air- 
craft Welders  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers 
were  unassigned.  These  were  distributed 
to  Air  Corps  stations,  as  follows: 

Radio  Repairers  and  Operators:  Air 
Corps  DetacIkie'ntV  'Pit'tsbufgli,  Pa.  , 2 ; 
Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo.,  1;  Hawaiian 
Department,  3;  Chanute  Field,  1. 

Airplane  Mechanics;  Air  Corps  Detach- 
ment.  West  Po in'tV  'Hi t . , 1;  Lowry  Field,' 
Denver,  Colo.  , 1;  Hawaiian  Department-,  2; 
Panama  Canal  Department,  3;  Philippine 
Department,  2;  Chanute  Field,  2, 

Aircraft  Welders  - Sheet  Metal  Workers; 

Lowy  Field,”  1;  Post  Field,  Okla,  , Tl  “ 

Kelly  Field,  Texas,  1;  Fort  Lewis,  Wash., 
1;  Panama  Canal  Department,  3;  Chanute 
Field,  1. 

The  graduates  who  came  to  the  Technical 
School  from  various  Air  Corps  stations 
are  enumerated  below,  as  follo7/s: 

Radio  Repairers  and  Operators;  Scott 
Fie’Icn  111.,  1;  Barksdale  FieTd," 'La.  , 5; 
Fort  Lewis,  1;  Chanute  Field,  1;  Hamil- 
ton Field,  3;  Moffott  Field,  Calif.,  1; 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.,  1;  Bolling  Field, 
D.C.,  1, 


With  the  completion  of  the  training  of 
the  July  Class  of  students  at  the  Air 
Corps  Primary  Flying  School,  Randolph  ^ 
Field,  Texas,  came  a i5-day  lull  in  fly- 
ing, which  was  very  welcome,  enabling 
the  engineering  department  to  catch  up 
with  its  work.  During  this  period,  when 
the  maintenance  personnel  of  the  school 
sg^uadrons  get  a little  vacation,  the  sta- 
tion engineering  personnel  are  kept  busy 
on  the' task  of  complying  with  technical 
changes  which  could  not  be  made  during 
the  . training  period.  The  Air  Corps 
shops  make  these  changes  and  other  re- 
pairs at  this  time,  so  that  very  little, 
if  any,  time  is  lost  during  the  regular 
training  period,  when  a maximum  number 
of  airplanes  are  required, 

Randolph  Field  is  confronted  with  a 
problem  not  present  at  any  other  Air 
Corps  station,  in  that  during  the  last 
portion  of  a class  the  majority  of  air- 
planes average  from  five  to  eight  hours 
of  flying  daily,  thus  calling  for  many 
additional  forty-hour  inspections. 

The  Station  Engineering  Officer  and 
Technical  Inspector,  Major  W.M.  Reid, 
being  on  leave,  the  duties  of  that  de- 
partment during  the  month  of  October 
fell  on  the  shoulders  of  Captain  H.W, 
Dorr  who,  in  addition  to  these  duties, 
is  the  Engineering  Officer  of  the  11th 
Air  Base  Squadron  and  Shop  Superinten- 
dent. He  IS  assisted  in  the  shops  by  ^ 
Master  Sergeant  H.F,  Carmean,  The  in-  I 
spection  staff  consists  of  Master  Ser- 
geant Yfellace  (chief);  Technical  Ser- 
geants Hohensee,  Williams  and  Shaw; 

Staff  Sergeants  Griffin,  Robinson, 

Hadley  and  Soball.  The  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  Station  Engineering  Department  is 
Staff  Sergeant  A.  Brown,  whose  assistant 
is  Sergeant  J.H.  Carleton. 

At  this  time  there  have  been  46  sets 
of  slot  assembly,  wing,  leading  edge, 
installed  on  the  BT-9B  series  airplanes 
at  Randolph  Field.  This  installation 
was  designed  to  overcome  certain  unde- 
sirable stalling  characteristics  of  this 
type  airplane. 
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Airplane  Mechanics;  Barksdale  Field,  1: 
Fort  Lewis,  1 ; March  Field,  Calif. , 1, 
Aircraft  Welders  - Sheet  Metal  Workers; 

Fort  Lewis,  1;  Maxwell  Field”  1;  March 

Field,  1;  Kelly  Field,  1, 


On  October  28,  1938,  44  Radio,  Opera- 
tors and  Repairers  and  25  Airplane  Mech- 
anic students  at  the  Air  Corps  Technical 
School,  Chanute  Field,  were  scheduled  to 
start  training  in  their  new  departments. 
These  are  the  first  students  to  complete 
the  basic  instruction  course  started 
this  year.  The  addition  of  this  new 
course  has  made  it  possible  to  increase 
the  Airplane  Mechanics  course  from  15  to 
25  students  and  the  Radio  Repairers  arid 
Operators  course  from  30  to  44  students. 


MORE  LAND  FOR, RAHDOLPH  FIELD  ACTIVITIES 


An  option  has  been  secured  by  the 
Ouarterraaster  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
Major  Franklin  D.  Shawn,  Q.M.O. , for 
25  acres  of  land,  located  l|:  miles  south 
sf  that  field,  on  the  Converse-Graytown 
Road,  together  with  right-of-way  there- 
to, for  the  erection  of  radio  control 
towers  and  the  necessary  buildings. 

Funds  for  the  purchase  of  this  land  were 
appropriated  by  Congress  last  year.  Ho 
definite  plans  have  been  as  yet  formu- 
lated for  the  completion  of  this  project 
— .-oOo- — - 
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The  whole  Air  Corps  w&s  shocked  and 
deeply  grieved  to  leorn  of  the  death 
of  Colonel  Percy'  E.  Tan  No  strand,  Air 
Cfrps,  commanding  officer  of  March 
yield,  Calif, , as  the  result  of  cardiac 
failiirG.  Those  who  haiew  him  well  real- 
ized^ fully  the  -ability  and  professional 
attainment  of  this  popular  officer,  and 
his  death  leaves  a gap  which  will  be 
hard  to  fill. 

Colonel  ?an  No  strand  was  born  on 
A-ugust  6,  1887,  at  Washington,  Iowa,  He 
graduated  in  1912  from  the  State  'ITniver- 
sity  of  Iowa|  receiving  an  A,B,  degree. 

After  serving  as  a commissioned  offi- 
cer in  the  Iowa  National  Guard  Infantry 
from  August,  1909,  to  Pebruary,  1913,  he 
accented  a commission  as  second  lleuten- 
and  in  the  Infantry,  Regulax  Army,  on 
March  3,  .1913.  Ee  was  promoted  to  1st 
Lieutenant  on  July  1,  1916;  to  Captain 
on  May  15,  1917;  to  Major,  Signal  Corps, 
October  23,  1917;  to  Major,  Air  Service, 
October  16,  1980;  to  Lieut.  Colonel,  Air 
Corps,  August  1,  1935,  and  to  Colonel 
(temporary)  June  17,  1938. 

luring  the  World  War,  Colonel  Van 
No  strand  was  one  of  the  oarly  settlers 
at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  and  he  was  Adju- 
tant of  that  post  until  May  14,  1918, 
l»?hen  he  was  transferred  to’  the 'Arny 
LJalloon  School  at  Fort  'Omaha,  Neb.,  for 
duty  as  a student.  Upon  the  completion 
of  the  lighter-than-air  courie  at  that 
school  he  was,  on  August  15,  1918,  rated 
as  a Balloon  Observer.  He  romained:  at 
Fort  Omaha,  serving  ns  Executive ’Officer: 
until  Becember  26,  1918,  when  he  report- 
ed for  duty  as  Executive  Officer,  Balloon 
and  Airship  Division,  Office  of  the  Di- 
rector of  Air  Service,  Washington,  D. C. 
During  Ms  tour  of  duty  in  Washington, 
he_ served  at  various  times  as  Acting 
Chief  of  the  Balloon  and  Airship  Divi- 
sion ond^was  a member  of  several  boards 
and  committees,  among  them  the  Aero- 
nautical Board  and  the  Helium  Board, 

For  several  months  during  the  latter 
part  of  1921,  Colonel  Van  Noetrand  was 
on  ten^oraxy  duty  In  England  in  connec- 
tion mth  tne  inspection  of  the  Airship 
R-38.  He  was  also  on  ten5)orary  duty  in 
France  and -Germany  in  connection  with 
airship  activities.  Shortly  following 
his  return  to  Washing-fcon,  in  October, 
1921,  he  was  temporarily  assigned  tO' 
duty  at  Langley  Field,  Va, , as  a student 
at  the  Airship  School  and,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  course  of  instruction,  he 
jras,  «n  January  21,  1922,  assigned'  ns 
Acting  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Lighter- 
^ian-Alr  "br^ch  of  the  Training  and  War 
xians  Division  and  Chief  of  the  Schools 
^ction^  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Air  Ser- 

'-n  November,  1922,  Colonel  VanNo strand 
assigned  to  duty  ag  Arny  observer  in 
corin«int,1-o'a  witb.  th©  airs'h.ip  ZU— 1 at  the 


Naval  Aircraft  Factory  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  In  March,  1923,  he  was  assigned  to 
duty  at  the  Naval  Aircraft  Station  at 
Lakehuxst,  N.J.,  to  take  a rigid  airship 
training  course. 

From  March  to  July,  1924,  he  was  on 
temporary  duty  at  Brooks  Field,  Texas, 
end  he  was  then  transferred  to  the  Ad- 
vanced Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field, 
Texas,  where  he  completed  the  course  in 
advanced  observation..  During  the  tv/o 
years  folloT/ing,  he  completed  the  course 
at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  at 
Langley  Field,  Va. , and  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

Colonel  Van  No strand  began  his  tour  of 
foreign  service  in  the  Hawaiian  Depart- 
ment' in  August,  1926,  being  on  duty  as 
Commanding  Officer  of  Luke  Field  and  the 
5th  Con^osite  Group  until  August,  1929, 
when  he  returned  to  Langley  Field  for 
duty  as  Instructor  at  the  Tactical 
School.  In  May,  1931,  when  the-  Tactical 
School  was  moved  to  Maxwell  Field,  Ala, , 
he  was  in  conmand  of  that  post  to 
August  11th  of  that  year,  and  served 
temporarily  as  Acting  Commandant  of  the 
Tactical  School.  Thereafter,  until 
July,  1932,  he  was'  Executive  Officer  at 
Maxwell  Field. 

Upon  his  graduation  from  the  Army  War 
College  in  June,  1933,  Colonel  Van 
No strand  was  on  duty  for  a year  as  As- 
sistant Commandant  of  the  Air  Corps 
Technical  School  at  Chanute  Field, 
Rantoul,  111.  He  then  returned  to 
fashington  to  pursue  the  one-year  course 
of  instruction  at  the  Army  Industrial 
College  and,  following  his  graduation 
therefrom  in  June,  1935,  he  was  detail- 
ed as  a member  of  the  War  Department 
General  Staff,  Three  years  later,  in 
June,  1938,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
March  Field,  Calif. 

Funeral  services  for  the  deceased  Air 
Corps  officer  were  held  at  the  Arlington. 
National  Cemetery  on  the  morning  tf 
October  22nd,  the  following  officors 
serving  as  honorary  pallbearers; 

Colonels  Rush  B.  Lincoln,  H,H, C. Richards, 
Clarence ^L.  Tinker,  Lieut.  Colonels 
M.F.  Davis  and  H.M.  McClelland,  Air 
Corps,  and  Lieut.  Colonel  W.E.  Shipp, 
Cavalry,  General  Staff  Corps. 

Major  John  H.  Gardner,  Air  Corps,  was 
the  victim  of  a very  distressing  acci- 
dent at  Sherman  Field,  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  on  October  15,  1938.  He  was 
walking  across  the  ra^  preparatory  to 
making  a flight  and,  unaware  of  the 
approach  of  a BC  airplane  which  was  be- 
ing slowly  taxied  in  his  direction,  he 
was  struck  by  the  propeller.  The  pilot 
of  the  airplane  did  not  eee  Major 
Gardner. 

Of  a pleasing  personality  and  one 
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which  inspired  confidence,  Major  G-ardner 
was  held  in  high  regard  hy  his  "brother 
officers,  and  his  death  constitutes  a 
distinct  loss. 

Born  on  May  30,-  1896,  at-Alamo,  Calif., 
he  graduated  in  1916  from  the  Mt.  Tamal- 
pais  Military  Academy,  San  Rafael, 

Calif. , and  then  entered  as  student  at 
the  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.  University  at 
Palo  Alto,  Calif.,,  which  he  attended  for 
about  six  months- when,  on  Octoher  1, 

1917,  he  enlisted  as  a Private,  1st 
Class,  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal 
Corps. 

Assigned  as  a student  at  the  School  of 
Military  Aeronautics,  Berkeley,  Calif., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  January, 1918, 
he  was  transferred  to  Kelly  Field,  Tex. , 
for  his  flying  training  and,  upon  com- 
pletion of  same,  was  commissioned  a 
Second  Lieutenant  on  March  26,  1918, and 
assigned  to  active  duty  at  Camp  Dick, _ 
Dallas,  Texas,  as  assistant  to  the  Chief 
Wireless  Instructor.  The  following 
month  he  was  transferred  to  Taliaferro 
Field,  Hicks,  Texas,  and  he  served  as  j 
flying  instructor  at  the  Aerial  Curniery  j 
School  thereat  until  September , 1918,  | 

when  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  As sis-  j 
tant  Engineering  Officer,  j 

In  September,  1919,  Major  Gardner  was  } 

assigned  as  Engineering  Officer  of  the 
90th  Aero  Squadron  at  Sanderson,  Texas,  | 
and  he  served  with  this  organization  un-  | 
til  Hovember  7,  1920,  when  he  was  trans-  j 
f erred  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  for  duty  ; 
as  Chief,  Airplane  Division,  Air  Park  j 

Group.  I 

On  March  31,  1921,  he  reported  at  the  j 
Air  Service  Communications  School  at  I 

Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , where  he  ! 
was  on  duty  as  a student  for  five  months; 
in  the  Engineering  Department  for  one 
month;  as  instructor  and  supply  officer 
for  five  months  and-as  commanding  officer 
of  the  Post  Field  detachment  at  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Depot  for  two  months. 

Assigned  on  June  25,  1922,  to  duty  at 
Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111. , he  was 
stationed  thereat  for  slightly  over  a 
year,  performing  the  duties  of  instruc- 
tor at  the  Air  Service  Communications 
School  and  Property  Officer. 

In  September,  1923,  and  for  a period 
of  four  years  thereafter,  Major  Gardner 
was  stationed  at  France  Field,  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  and  he  served  as  Adjutant 
of  the  Post  and  later  as  Commanding  Of- 
ficer  of  the  6th  Composite  Group  Head- 
quarters and  as  Adjutant  of  the  24th 
Pursuit  Souadron.  He  also  performed 
squadron  duty  with  the  25th  Bombardment 
Squadron.  ■ 

For  a period  of  six  years  from  October 
1,  1927,  Major  Gardner  was  on  duty  at 
Nashville,  Tenn. , as  Air  Corps  instruc- 
tor of  the  30th  Divisionj  Tennessee 
National  Guard.  During  the  school  year 
1933-1934,  he  was  a student  at  the  Air 
Corps  Tactical  School  at  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala. , and,  following  his  graduation,  he 
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was  a-ss-igned  to  the  Municipal  Airport 
at  Seattle,  Wash,,  for  duty  with  the 
Organized  Reserves  of  the  9th  Corps  g. 
Area.  He  began  his  duty-ae  a student  ^ 
at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School 
at  Fort  Leavenworth, .Kansas,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1938. 

Major  Gardner  was  commissioned  a 
Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Service, 
Regular  Army,  on  July  1,  1920,  and  was 
promoted  to  First  Lieutenant  on  the 
same  date;  to  Captain,  Air  Corps,  on 
November  1,  1931,  and  to  Major  (tempo- 
rary) on  June  16,  1936. 


The  Air  Corps  expresses  its  deep  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  families  of  the 
deceased  Air  Corps  officers. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT  SPECIAL  ORDERS 
Changes  of  Station 


Upon  the  completion  of  their  tour  of 
duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department,  the 
following-named  Air  Corps  officers  are 
assigned  to  stations, .as  follows: 

To  Chanute  Field,  111. ; 2nd  Lieut. 
Graeme  S.  Bond. 

To _ Duncan  Field,  Texas;  2nd  Lieut. 
Martin  A.  Bateman, 

To  Fort  Bra^^^g,  N.  C.  ; Ist  Lieut. 

George  F,  Kehoe,  to "1‘6 th  Obs.  Squadron. 

To  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  1st  Lieuts. 
Leland  S.  Stranathah  and  Kenneth  A.  / 
Rogers,  ^ 

To  Langley  Field,  Va. ; 2nd  Lieut. 
Joseph  A.  Thomas. 

To  March  Field,  Calif. ; 2nd  Lieut. 
James  C.  Cochran. 

To  Mitchel  Field.  N.Y  ; 2nd  Lieut. 

Earl  E.  Bates,  Jr. ; Captain  Danald  W. 
Titus  and  1st  Lieut.  Maurice  M.  Simons, 
for  duty  with  97th  Observation  Squadron. 

To  Randolph  Field.  Texas;  2nd  Lieut. 
Louis  W.  Proper.  ' 


The  following -named  officers  were  as- 
signed to  duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Depart- 
ment: Captain  George  R.-  Bienfang,  from 
Barksdale  Field,  La. ; 1st  Lieuts.  Gordon 
A.  Blake,  Chanute  Field;.  Hugh  F. 
McCaffery,  Langley  Field;  Arno  H. 
Luehman,  March  Field. 


To  Bolling  Field,  D.C.;  1st  Lieut. 
Eugene  W.  Beebe,  from  Wright  Field,  0. 

To  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ; 1st  Lieut. 
Arthur  A.  Fickel , from  Panama  Canal 
Dep  t . 


The  following  named  Air  Reserve  offi- 
cers have  been  assigned  to  extended  ac- 
tive duty  at  the  stations  indicated; 

2nd  Lieut,  Andjrew  Dale  Moore,  of 
Berwyn,  111. , to  Selfridge  Field,  Mich. , 
to  November  1,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Jon  Ansel  Laird,  of  WasD, 
Texas,,  to  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  to 
October  13,  1940,  . 
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chief  purpose  'Of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the' flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Array,  Reserve  Corps,  Rational  Guard 
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HOSE  CLAMPS 
By  Lieut.  D.J,  Keirn,  Air  Corps 


It  is  often  said  of  an  engineer  that 
he  cannot  see  a forest  because  of  the 
trees. _ It  might  be  said  with  equal 
suitability  of  a botanist  that  he  cannot 
see  the  trees  because  of  the  leaves. 
Often  the  aeronautical  engineer  raust 
adopt  the  botanist' s point  of  view  and 
direct  the  closest  kind  of  scrutiny  to 
the  most  insignificant  parts.  Today  at 
the  Materiel  Division,  Wright  Field,  we 
glorify  the  hose  clamp. 

To  the  'uninitiated,  a hose  clamp  is  a 
simple  mechanism  composed  of  a strap  of 
soft  steel  that  may  be  wrapped  around  a 
rubber  hose,  and  a screw  claup  of  some 
sort  by  which  the  two  ends  of  the  strap 
are  pulled  together,  squeezing  a rubber 
Jiose  to  a pipe.  But  let  us  take  a look 
at  the  hose  clamp  through  'the  eyes  of  an 
engineer. 

There  have  been  some  hose  connection 
failures.  What's  to  be  done  about  it? 

There  are  three  phases  to  the  solution; 

1.  Hose  nipples  with  greater  bead 
height, 

^2.  Hose  with  more  flexibility  to  per- 
mit use  with  nipples  having  greater  bead 
height. 

3.  Hose  clamps  that  are  stronger,  less 
subject  to  abuse  in  installation,  more 
easily  installed,  and  that  incorporate 
no  important  disadvantages. 

The  first  two  phases  are  comparatively 
simple  of  solution,  but  the  hose  clamps 
present  quite  a problem.  Approximately 
a dozen  different  types  have  been  tested 
and  at  least  two  ^r  tlxree  times  that 
many  have  been  considered  and  inspected. 
To  improve  this  equipment,  we  must  first 
determine  as  far  as  possible  what  the 
desirable  characteristics  are;  second, 
set  up  equipment  and  a 'test  procedure 
whereby  we  may  accurately  evaluate  de- 
sirable qualities  of  various  clamps; 
third,  with  the  knowledge  thus  gained, 
prepare  a specification;  fourth,  invi'te 
manufacturers  to  design  and  submit 
clamps  to  meet  this  specification;  and 
<(<^if  th,  ^ type  test  the  clamps  submitted  to 
if^etermine  their  abili'ty  to  meet  said 
T specification. 

Many  of  the  hose  cl^ip  characteristics 
Cannot  be  evaluated  by  any  method  other 
than  inspection,  speculation,  or  service 
testings  preferably  the  latter.  That's 


why  Unsatisfactory  Reports  were  born. 
Certain  performance  characteristics, 
however,  can  be  determined  by  laboratory 
testing;  for  exanple,  the  strength  of 
the  clarrp,  the  pressure  exerted  by  the 
clamp,  the  required  wrench  torque  need- 
ed for  any  degree  of  tightness,  the 
amount  of  wrench  torque  that  causes 
I failure,  and  the  evenness  of  the  grip- 
ping action.  To  acconplish  these  tests 
it  is  necessary  to  design  and  construct 
special  equipment.  A torque  wrench  and 
a special  hydraulic  load  testing  machine 
have  been  developed,  the  latter  to  test 
the  tension  load  with  the  clanp  proper- 
ly Installed.  Special  fittings  are  used 
to  measure  the  gripping  action,  and 
evenness  of  grip  is  measured  by  deforma- 
tion of  an  aluminum  tube.  Five  hundred 
man  hours  have  been  expended  to  date; 
another  two  or  three  hundred  should 
finish  the  investigation. 

Other  current  power  plant  tasks  are 
an  oil  cooler  to  be  investigated,  a hy- 
draulic fuel  punp  drive  and  a simple 
exhaust  collector  ring  sleeve  to  be  de- 
veloped. There  are  always  defects  to 
be  eliminated  and  improvements  to  be 
made  to  perfect  the  equipment  of  the 
future.  There  is  always  that  optimum 
visible  just  around  the  corner  but 
never  reached 
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CLASS  S9-A  STARTS  FLYING,  AND  HOW! 

The  largest  class  of  students  to  report 
to  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School, 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  from  the  Primary 
Flying  School,  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
consisting  of  4 Regular  Army  officers, 

6 National  Guard  officers  and  166  Flying 
cadets,  started  flying  training  on  Monday 
October  17th,  with  a bang. 

The  Kelly  Field  Correspondent  says 
that  the  weather  man  failed  to  give  this 
section  of  the  country  eno'ugh  rain  to 
settle  the  dust,  and  Kelly  Field  was  so 
hidden  in  the  dust  at  times  that  it  re- 
quired extreme  caution  by  the  students 
and  numerous  approaches  on  some  landings 
before  the  plane  successfully  reached 
the  ground. 

The  School  Squadrons  at  Kelly  Field 
(Continued  on  Page  4 ). 
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RETIRMMT  OF  MASTER  SERGEANT,, FOSTER 
By  the  Kelly  Field  Correspondent 


Foster  will  make  his  permanent  home  in 


Orders  recently  published  by  the  War 
Department  placed  Master  Sergeant  Arthur 
C.  Foster,  Air  Corps,  on  the  retired 
list  of  the  Army,  effective  October  31, 
1938,  on  which  date  he  completed  over 
thirty  years  of  service  with  the  colors. 

This  noncommissioned  officer,  who, has 
reached  the  half  century  mark  in  age  and 
who  has  had  a varied  and  very  interesting 
as  well  as  colorful  military  career, 
first  entered  the  service  on  January  18, 
1908.  He  served  four  3-year  enlistments 
in  the  Cavalry,  a one-year  enlistment  in 
the  Quartermaster  Corps,  and  for  the 
past  17  years  he  served  continuously  in 
the  Air  Corps. ' Sergeant  Foster  is  the 
possessor,  and  proudly  so,  of  nine  Dis- 
charge Certificates,  all  of  which  bear 
the  notation  of  Character  ’’Excellent.  ” 

On  each  discharge  date,  except  the  first, 
he  held  noncommissioned  officer  grades 
of  Sergeant  and  higher  ranks.  For  about 
six  years  he  held  the  grade  of  First 
Sergeant,  and  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment as  Master  Sergeant,  Air  Corps,  on 
March  1,  1938. 

This  colorful  soldier,  in  addition  to 
seeing  active  service  on  the  Mexican  bor- 
der, served  in  FTance  and  Germany  during 
the  World  War,  and  had  another  tour  of 
foreign  service  when  he  was  on  duty  in 
the  Panama  Canal  Department  from  1931-  to- 
1934,  while  a member  of  the  Air  Corps  at 
France  Field.  He  has-  had  two  tours  of 
duty  at  Kelly  Field,  his  service  at  that 
field  totaling  eleven  years.  His  first 
tour  was  from  1924  to  1930,  and  his  sec- 
ond tour  started  on  April  18,  1933,  when 
he  returned  from  Panama.  His  latest 
assignment  at  Kelly  Field  was  with  the 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squadron, 

Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School,  as  its 
popular  First  Sergeant.  He  has  been  at- 
tached to  that  organization  since  receiv- 
ing his  appointment  as  Master  Sergeant,, 
awaiting  retirement  orders. 

Sergeant  Foster  holds  a commission  as 
Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Cavalry  Reserve, 
and  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the  Mexi- 
can Border  Medal  and  the  World  War  Vic- 
tory Medal. 

A dinner  in  his  honor,  held  by  the 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Squadron 
on  the  date  of  his  retirement,  was  at- 
tended by  several  staff  officers  of  the 
School  as  well  as  the  entire  organization 

Major  George  M.  Palmer,  Air  Corps,  Ex- 
ecutive Officer,  representing  Colonel 
Frank  D.  Lackland,  Commandant,  congratu- 
lated Sergeant  Foster  on  his  retirement, 
and  Captain  John  C.  Crosthwaite,  Air 
Corps,  Commanding  Officer  of  Headquar- 
ters and  Headquarters  Squadron  and  Post 
Adjutant,  after  a few  well  chosen  re- 
marks, presented  Sergeant  Foster  with  a 
beautiful  set  of  silver  on  behalf  of  the 
enlisted  men  of  the  organization. 

A native  of  Westford,  Vermont,  Sergeant 
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San  Antonio,  Texas,  with  his  wife  (Mrs. 

(Dixie lee)  at 


Ivy  Foster)  and  daughter 
their  newly  purchased  home  at  255  Taft 
Boulevard. 

Sergeant  Foster  has  been  the  recipient 
of  congratulations  from  many  of  his 
friends  throughout  the  service.  Kelly 
Field  and  the  Air  Corps  wish  this 
splendid  soldier  success  in  the  future, 
and  congratulate  him  on  his  well  earned 
retirement. 
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PROMOTIOH  OF  N0NC0MI4IS SIGNED  OFFICERS 


Technical  Sergeants  Ralph  McNeely,  of 
Moffett  Field,  Calif. , and  John  M. 

Suggs,  of  Hamilton  Field,  Calif. , were 
promoted  to  the  grade  of  Master  Ser- 
geant, effective  November  1,  1938. 

Staff  Sergeants  Johnny  V.  Yocum,  sta- 
tioned in  the  Philippine  Department,  and 
Harold  F,  Carlow,  of  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.,  '■ 
were  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Technical 
Sergeant  in  the  Air  Corps,  effective 
November  1,  1938. 

Technical  Sergeants  McNeely  and  Suggs 
were  Nos.  28  and  29,  respectively,  on 
the.  list  of  noncommissioned  officers 
qualified  for  appointment  as  Master 
Sergeant,  which  .list  was  published  in 
the  issue  of  the  News  Letter  of  February 
15th  of  :this  year.  The  promotion  of  ^ 
the.se  two  noncommissioned  officers  vi. 
leaves  Technical  Sergeant  John  A. 
Wupperfeld  No.  1 on  this  list  for  promo- 
tion to  the  grade  of  Master  Sergeant. 

He  was  No.  30  on  the  original  list. 

Staff  Sergeants  Yocum  and  Carlow  were 
Nos,  56  and  57,  respectively,  on  the 
list  of  Staff  Sergeants  qualified  for 
appointment  to  the  grade  of  Technical 
Sergeant,  published  in  the  Air  Corps 
News  Letter  of  March  1,  1938.  The  pro- 
motion of:  the  above  two  Staff  Sergeants 
leaves  Staff  Sergeant  Graham  Platt , 
who  was  No.  58  on  the  original  list,  in 
line  for  the  next  promotion  to  the 
grade  of  Technical  Sergeant,  Air  Corps. 
oOo 


NEW  PURSUIT  PLANE  FERRIED  TO  WRIGHT  FIELD 


Lieut,  William  M.  Morgan,  Air  Corps, 
recently  ferried  to  Wright  Field,  Ohio, 
the  new  XP-40  (Curtiss  Pursuit)  from  the 
plant  of  the  Curtiss  Company,  for  per- 
formance testing  by  the  Air  Corps  Mater- 
iel Division,  The  XP-40  is  similar  to 
the  P-36,  but  the  engine  is  liquid- 
cooled. 

„„«o0o V 


Before  a meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
Chapter  of  the  Institute  of  Aeronauti 
Sciences,  on  October  28th,  Lieut.  H.F. 
Gregory,  Air  Corps,  of  the  Aircraft 
Branch  at  Wright  Field,  presented  a pape 
entitled  "Army  Experiences  with  Rotating 
Wing  Aircraft." 
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AIR  FREIGHT  TERMINAL, BUILDING  AT  FAIRFIELD  AIR  D2P0T 


The  most  recent  innovation-  in  supply 
warehousing  is  the  establishment  at  the 
Fairfield  Air  Depot j Fairfield,  Ohio,  of. 
an  air  freight  terminal  building  for  the 
pi^pose  of  storing  supplies  ferried  by 
air  to  inter-area  and  intra-depot  sta- 
tions. 

Heretofore  supplies  received  by  air 
transport  were  stored  in  the  main  ware- 
house, three-quarters  of  a mile  distant 
from^the  hangar  line. , This  involved 
considerable  warehousing  and  clerical 
effort  to  effect  air  shipments.  With 
this  new  system,  supplies  for  air ■ trans- 
port are  delivered  direct  to  this  ter- 
minal. 

Platforms  have  been  constructed  on 
both  sides  of  the  terminal  building  the 
same  height  as  a standard  truck,  so  as 
to  provide  accessible  loading  and  unload- 
ing facilities.  Supplies  are  placed  in 
allocated  areas  .and  suitable  records 
made  of  the  cubical  content  and  weight 
of  the  commodities.  Within  the  allot- 
ted area  supplies  are  further  classified 
as  to  "extra  priority,  *'  "priority,"  and 
"normal."  With  this  new  system  a trans- 
port load  may  be  assembled  from  records 
maintained  by  the  Storekeeper  of  this 
building,  whose  office  is  in  the  main 
.Supply  Building. 

During  normal  working  hours,  a civil- 
ian crew  is  used  to  load  and  unload 
transports.  After  normal  working  hours 
this  task  is  performed  either  by  civil- 
ian en^jloyees,  whose  hours  of  duty  are 
staggered,  or  enlisted  personnel  under 
supervis,io'n  of  the  Terminal  Storekeeper. 

The  only  available  building  for  this 
terminal  was  Hangar  #4,  an  old  war-time 
hangar,  which  has  almost  served  its  use- 
fulness and  is  in  line  for  razing  in  the 
near  future.  A Project  Estimate  has 
been  submitted  for  the  construction  on 
the  flying  line  of  a brick  building 
which  will  be  more  suitable  for  this 
purpo  se . 

It  is  expected  that  an  additional  num- 
ber of  new  transports  will  be  assigned 
this  station  in  the  near  future,  and 
likewise  the  shipment  of  Air  Corps  sup- 
plies will  increase,  due  to  the  fact 
that _ contracts  have  been  let  with  com- 
mercial contractors  to  deliver  supplies 
to  one  of  the  continental  Depots  for 
subsequent  delivery  by  air  transport  to 
the  other  Depots.  TOien  a shipment  which 
is  to  be  apportioned  among  the  various 
Depots  is  received  at  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot,  .the  contract  :quota  for  the  Fair- 
field  ^Depot  is  inspected  and  placed  in 
storerooms,  the  quota  for  the  other  De- 
‘‘<4^9ts  is  stored  tei^orarily  in  the  Ter- 
■pminal.  _It  is  believed  that  the  location 
■'  of  a building  on  the  flying  line  for  a 
freight  terminal  is  the  most  efficient 
method  of  handling  supplies  delivered  by 
air . 

Coincident  with  the  increase  in  trans- 


42^  increase 


porting  suppHes  by  air  has  been  the  gen- 
eral increase  in-.business  in  the  Depot 
Supply  Department  of  the  Fairfield  Air 
Depot.  In- contrasting  the  accumulated- 
business  from  January  to  October,  1937, 
with  the  same  period  this  year,  the  fol- 
lowing increases  have  been  noted; 

Freight  and  Express  ton- 
nage in  and  out 

Material  carried,  by 
other  means' 

Parcel  Post . . 

Air  Transport  . ' . 

Number  of  shipments  receiv- 
ed and  made 

Recently  the  binning  program  was  com- 
pleted in  the  Depot  Supply  Department  ■ 
oy  the  removal  of  the  old  obsolete  type 
wartime  bins  and  the  construction  of 
wooden  bins  of  modern  design,  which  are 
10  feet  high  and  55  inches  wide,  with  a ' 
ledge  36  inches  from  the  floor  on  both 
sides.  The  hotel  system  of  numbering 
is  used,  which  provides  flexibility  in 
the  numbering  of  bins.  The  master  num- 
ber for  bins  is  taken  from  the  numbers 
on  concrete  columns.  A particular  bin 
may  be  subdivided  into  four  sections 
and  identified  with  the  alphabetical 
prefix  "A",  "B",  "C"  and  "D". , Small 
cleats  and  shelves  have  been  provided 
in  some  bins  which  are  removable  in  the 
event  the  entire  space  is  req'uired. 

Only  one  article  is  stored *in  a bin 
or  subdivision  of  a bin.  The  rear  and 
side  partitions  of  these  bins  are  re- 
movable. In  general,  these  bins  have 
the  majority  of  the  features  of  metal 
bins  with  the  exception  that  they  are 
not  fireproof. 

The  system  of  wrarehousing  in  use  is 
that  of  storing  one  classification  of 
property  in  one  section  of  bins.  As 
far  as  practicable  supplies  are  stored 
in  the  numerical  sequence  of  the  cata- 
logue or  stock  list.  This  is  impractic- 
able for  large  bul^  articles  such  as 
chain  hoists,  cowling,  vises,  crank 
cases,  etc,,  which  are  stored  in  racks 
opposite  the  aisle  of  the  corresponding 
section  of  bins.  Bins  and  racks  have 
been  painted  white  with  black  letters 
and  cement  paint  has  been  applied  to 
the  floors. 

Plans  are  in  effect  to  concentrate  the 
storage  of  propellers,  engine  accesso- 
ries and  aircraft  accessories  in  one 
storeroom,  which  is  in  accordance  with 
the  recent  classification  change  in  the 
above  property  to  Class  03.  This  will 
provide  additional  space  in  some  store- 
rooms, but  will  necessitate  'the  con- 
struction of  a few  bins  in  the  proposed 
department. 

Due  to  the  general  increase  in  work, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  establish 
a new  section  in  th-e  office  - that  of 
raw  stock,  instruments,  school' supplies 
and  miscellaneous  equipment. 
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All  of  tile  above  increase  in  account- 
ing, warehousing  and  construction  has  . 
been  accomplished  with  no  appreciable _ 
increase, in  permanent  personnel.  ■ It  is 
believed,  however,  that  if  shipments  and 
receipts  continue  to  increase,  it  will 
of  necessity  require  the  employment  of 
additional  personnel. 

The  problem  of  storage  space  in  the 
Supply  Building  has  become  very  acute  j 
with  this  increase  in  business,  and  it  I 
is  anticipated  that  an  additional  Supply 
building  will  be  required  in ^ the  near 
future.  It  is  believed  the  ideal  loca- 
tion for  the  main  Supply  building  is  ad-  j 
^acent  to  the  Engineering  Factory  Build- 
ing, for  engine  spares,  plane  spares  and 
very  active  property,  permil,  iing  the  j 
more  bulky  and  less  active  items  to  be  j 
stored  in  a distant  v;arehoi'’.se.  If  the  i 
main  Supply  Warehouse  v/ere  placed  adja-  i 
cent  to  the  Engineering  Factory  Building  j 
a conveyor  system  and  message  tubes  i 

would  be  a future  possibility.  1 

oOo , ; 

GUOTERY  PRACTICE  FOR  AIR  CORPS  ■ 

TACTICAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS.  j 

About  23  airplanes  and  a convoy  of 
trucks,  carrying,  38  officers  and  78  en- 
listed men  departed  from  Maxwell  Field, 
Montgomery,  Ala. , on  October  26th  for 
Eglin  Field,  Valparaiso,  Fla.,  to  parti- 
cipate in  gunnery  practice  over  the  week 
end. 

The  officers,  members  of  Section  A of 
the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  with  the 
exception  of  Majors  Otto  G,  Trunk,  Ralph 
B.  Walker,  Oakley  G.  Kelly,  James  A. 
Mollison,  Henry  H.  Reilly,  Captain  John 
r.  Jones  and  Lieut.  Austin  A.  Straubel, 
who  traveled  by  automobile,  proceeded  to 
Eglin  Field  by  airplane.  With  the  excep-^ 
tion  of  those  accompanying  the  fliers  as  | 
observers  or  passengers,  the  enlisted  i 
men  traveled  by  truck  and  automobile.  | 
Both  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  j 

scheduled  to  return  on  Sunday,  October  i 
30th.  . ■ i 

_Upon  arrival  of  the  personnel  at  Eglin  ; 
Field,  Major  Warren  A.  Maxwell  assumed  j 
the  duties  of  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  i 
camp  and  Operations  Officer,  with  Cap-  , I- 
tain  R.L.  Easton  as  Engineering  Officer;  | 
Captain  F.G.  Allen,  Cbmimmi cations  Offi-  : 
cer;  Lieut.  Louis  A.  Gunther,  Armament  ; 
Officer,  and  Sergeant  Dean,  Line  Chief.  | 

Those  piloting  the  ships  to  and  from  i 
Eglin  Field  were  Captains  A.Y.  Smith,  I 
Carl  J.  Crane,  John  H.  McCormick, . Walter  i 
G.  Bryte,  John  P.  Doyle,  Jr. , Alfred  • 
Johnson,  Walter  S.  Lee,  George  YL  Mc- 
Gregor, Frank  J.'  Coleman,  William  C. 
Ritchie,  D.R.  Gibbs,  E.K.  Warburton,  . 
Donald  F.  Stace,  Forrest  G.  Allen,  R.L. 
Easton;  Majors  Fred  Nelson,  Ray  G.Harris, 
William  Souza,  Frederick  D.  Lynch,  E.P. 
Gaines,  Lieuts.  A.L.  Moore,  Stanley  K. 
Robinson,  L.F.  Harrae.n  and  Robert  -Choate. 

Among  the  other  officers,  flying  as 


observers,  were  Lieut.  Colonel  Edward  M. 
Almond,  Infantry J Major  Donald  L. Dutton  r 
and  Captain  Darwin  Martin,  Coast  Artil- 
lery  Corps;  Major  Harry  Vitzthum,  Signal 
Corps;  Captain  Gilman  C.  Mudgett, Cavalry, 
and  Captain  Frederick  Gerhard,  Chemical 
vYarfare  Service. 
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BACHELOR  OFFICERS'  MESS  AT  EANDOHPH  FIELD 

The  members  of  the  Bachelor  Officers' 
Mess  at  the  Primary  Flying  Field  at 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  constitute  about 
as  cosmopolitan  a group  as  can  be  as- 
sembled at  an§^  Air  Corps  station. 

The  Philippine  Arn^r  is  represented  by 
two  student  officers  taking  the  course 
of  flight  training.  The  Nicaraguan  Arn^ 
has  one  of  its  officers  pursuing  the  same 
course.  A medical  officer  of  the  Cuban  . 
forces  is  attending  the  course  offered 
by  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine. 

Naval  officers  of  the  Medical  Branch,  al- 
though not  members  of  the  Mess,  are  fre- 
quent visitors.  Several  of  them  are  stu- 
dents at  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine. 

The  line  branches  are  represented  by 
officers  from  the  Infantry,  Field-Artil- 
lery, Coast  Artillery,  Cavalry,  EhginL 
gors  and  Signal  Corps',  In-addi tion,  the 
Medical  Corps  and  the  Medical  Corps  Re-- 
serve  have  representation : in  the  Mess, ■ 
as  has  the  National  Guard.  Finally, - 
bringing  up  in  the  minox’ity,  are  the  Air^ 
Corps  and  the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  with  a 
total  of  33  of  the  134  members  of  the 
Bachelor  Mess  at  this  Air  Corps  station. 
oQo— — 

New  Class  Starts  Flying  at  Kelly  Field 

(Continued  from  Page  l)  ■ 

flew, a total  of  4,836:05  hours  during 
the  month  of  Octo'ber,  1938,  as  follows: 
61st  Squadron  1,680:00 

62nd  Sq.uadron  972:50  i 

63rd  Squadron  1,227*35  ' 

64th  .Squadron  . 955:40 

Total  4,836:05 

— -oOo— 

NEW  RADIO  EXPERIMENTS  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD  ' 

I 

Recent  test  flights, at  YYright  Field,' 
using  the  structure  of  the  airplane  as 
an  antenna  for  radio ' comiminication  pur- 
poses without  additional  wires,  either 
fixed  or  trailing,  have  proved  success- 
ful to  the  extent  that  it  is  believed 
the  method  can  be  made  practical,  de- 
clares the  VYright  Field  Correspondent. 

ThD.s  experimentation  .is  of  special  in-  ' 
terest  in  that  it  opeiis' up  possibilities 
for  the  elimination  of  „the  hazards  due  ^ 
to  the  breakage  and  subsequent  loss  of  ^ 
antenna  wires  under  icing  conditions.  Itl 
is  also  hoped  that  transmission  and  re-'^ 
.cep tion  during  per'i'^ds  of  bad  static 
will  be  possible  using  present  channels 
of  communication. 
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ADDITIOML  CONSTRUCTION  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD 


The  project  involving  the  ccnetruction 
01  two  barrack  buildlngB  for  housing 
uying  Cadets  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
progressing  satisfactorily  under  the 
supervision  of  Captain  Edwin  V.  Duns tan, 
Quartermaster  Corps,  Constructing  Quaf- 
vermaster.  Colonel  John  B.  Brooks,  Com- 
nanding  Officer,  rf  the  Field,  indicated 
on  J'^e  30th,  last,'  a rectangular  area 
narallel  with  First  Street  as  the  site 
lor  the  barracks,  which  will  locate'  the. 
buildings  at  right  angles  to  'the' two  ex-, 
i sting  barracks,  and  Captain  Duns tan 
. gJTOund  on  July  5,  1938,  utilizing 
W.P. A workers  made  available  by  the  lo.- 
cal  relief  authorities  under  an  appropri- 
ation of  $50,000  allotted  by  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  through  the  War 
Department  in  Washington,  for  the  pur- 

foundations  and 
basement  up  to  and  including 
^e  first  floor  structural  concrete  slab, 
^e  work, above  that  level  is  being  done 
by  contract. 

The  preparation  of  plans  and  specifi- 
cations were  rushed  to  con^letion  by  the 
Quartermaster  General,  time  being  the 
essence  for  two  reasons,  namely:  to  give 
impetus  to  en^jloyment  and  commercial  ac- 
tivity and  particularly  to  provide  Quar- 
ters urgently'  needed  for  the  increased 
classes  of  Flying  Cadets. 

The  sura  of  $350,000  had  been  set  up  in 
the  War  Department  for  the  project,  and 
It  was  estimated  that,  together  with  the 
W.P  A.  allotment  of  $50,000,  two  barrack 
buildings  could  be  cons'tructed  from  the 
available  funds.  Bids  were  accordingly 
invited  on  July  18,  1938,  by  the  Con- 
structing  Quartermaster  for  the  erection 
one  or  two  buildings.  The  bid 
of  $247,476.00  was  accepted  for  the  two 
buildings,  the  second  building  to  be  lo- 
cated  parallel  with  First  Street  West  and 
angle  to  the  existing  barrack 

building. 

Each  building  will  house  106  cadets, 
ihe  structures  are  a two-story  type,  of 
concrete  and  steel,  with  cement  corridor 
and,  paved  tile  porch,  with  tile  roofs 
and  full  basements.  Each  building  pro- 
vides 53  bedrooms,  30  shower  baths,  6 
toilet  rooms,  and  a hot  wa'ter  heatiue 
system. 

In  design,  materials  and  construction, 
these  buildings  will  be  the  same  as  the 
two  existing  barrack  building  except 
that  toilet  rooms  and' shower  w,ill 

be  revised  and  improved.'  The  uarracks 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Cadet  Group  will 
size  basement  and  conform 
^mewhat  to  the  basement  of  the  East 
carracks,  except  the  storage  room  will 
the  south  end  of  the  barracks  and 
iiuitabxy  barred  and  made  secure  for  the 
Storage  of  ordnance  equipment  and  sup- 
plies. ■ . . 

Barking  space  for  135, .cars  will  be 


provided  Just  south  of  ’’H"  Street  West, 
and  between  First  Street  West  and  the 
Cadet  Swirmning  Pool, 

Award  was  made  bo  Christy-Baskett  Com- 
pany, San  Antonio,  Tekas,  on  August  3, 
1938,  and  work  started  on  September  22, 

1938.  Time  of  completion  is  specified 

as  follows:  "200  calendar  days  from  the 
date  of  the  receipt  of  notice  to  pro- 
ceed. . 

Favorable  weather  conditions  have  aid- 
ed the  contractor  in  making  rs^id  prog- 
ress in  the  work  and,  unless  adverse 
conditions  are  encountered,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  one  barrack  building  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  about  April  10, 

1939,  and  the  other  building  about  May 
10,  1939. 

The  Commanding  General  of  the  8th 
Corps  Area  notified  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  that  the  ex- 
tension of  underground  telephone  plant 
to  serve  the  two  new  Cadet  Barracks  was 
approved  by  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
the  project  to  be  effected  by  the  Post 
Signal  Officer  at  Fort  Sam  Houston, 
Texas. 

— .-*o0O' — - 

STATUS  OF  WAHEAInTT'  OFFICER  APPOINTMENTS 

Since  the  publication  by  the  Office  of 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  pamphlet, 
dated  March  1,  1937,  listing  the  names 
of  740  noncommissioned  officers  of  the 
U.  Sv  Array  eligible  for  appointment  to 
the  grade  of  Warrant  Officer,  there  have 
been  154  promotions,  the  latest  one 
being  received  by  a Master  Sergeant  of 
the  Signal  Corps  on  November  8,  1938. 
Technical  Sergeant  Edcil  C,  Maxwell,  who 
was  No.  146  on  the  list,  was  the  last 
Air  Corps  noncommissioned  officer  tc  re- 
ceive promotion  to  Warrant  Officer. . 

Heading  the  Air  Corps  eligibles  on  the 
list  is  Master  Sergeant  Harvey  H. 

Hewitt  (No.  169)  T/hri  for  a number  of 
years  was  on  duty  at  Selfric!ge  Field, 
Mich, , and  is  now  stationed  in  the 
Hawaiian  Department.  Master , Sergeant 
Hewitt  will  probably  receive  his  ap- 
pointment as  Warrant  Officer  sometime,,  in 
February ' cr  March,  1939,  basing  this  on 
the  norma.1  flow  of  appointments  thus 
far.  Below  him, are  101  other  Air  Corps 
nor.conmissioned  officers,  the  first  ten 
being  — . ■ • 

182  Master ; Sergeant  Charles  C.  Lefby 
188  Master  Sergeant  Mur ton  K.  Morrill 
190  Technical  Sergeant  William  J.  Riley 
198  Master  Sergeant  Gervais  J.  Garner 
205  Master  Sergeant  Harry  Wilson 
213  Master  Sgt,  V/alter  J.  Jrhannsen 
217  Master  Sergeant  James  D.  Mehegan 
219  Staff  Sergeant  Jacob  3.  Brown 
22.3  .Master  Sergeant  Carlton  P.  Smith 
235'  Master  Sergeant  Thomas  J.  Kelly 
-S-  V-7892,  A.  C. 


FLYING  IN  FULL  SWING  AT  EANDOLPH  FIELD 


Flying  Cadets  from  every  State  in  the 
nation,  save  two,  are  among  the  332  stu- 
dent pilots  now  in  training  on  the  Pri- 
mary Stage  at  the  "West  Point  of  the 
Air."  They  are  divided,  as  follows:  118 
student  officers  and  214  Flying  Cadets. 

A few  eliminations  hy  the  School  of  Avi- 
ation Medicine,  due  to  inability  to  pass 
the  physical  examination,  has  threatened 
somewhat  to  thin  the  ranks,  eight  stu- 
dent officers  and  sixteen  Cadets  having 
been  recommended  for  elimination.  A few 
other  Cadets  are  still  awaiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  medical  officers  prior  to 
their  start  of  flight  training, 

A study  of  statistics  relative  to  the 
new  class  of  Flying  Cadets  sho?/s  that 
their  average  age  is  23.7  years.  This 
figure  is  slightly  higher  than  the  aver- 
age over  a period  of  years,  it  is  the 
belief  of  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
and  he  attributes  this  to  to  be  partly 
due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  new 
class  spent  a year  on  active  duty  with 
line  branches  of  the  service  as  Reserve 
Second  Lieutenants  under  the  Thomason 
Act. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  Basic  Stage  side  of 
Randolph  Field,  190  embryo  pilots  are 
undergoing  their  training.  This  figure 
includes  seven  student  officers  and 
three  foreign  students.  In  addition,  21 
of  the  Reserve  Officers  assigned  to  the 
Training  Center  for  a special  Refresher 
course  have  graduated  from  the  PT-13’ s 
a,nd  are  now  at  work  mastering  the  BT-9’s. 
They  will  be  advanced  on  a proficiency 
basis  to  the  Advanced  Flying  School  at 
Kelly  Field. 

Much  favorable  comment  has  been  heard 
from  the  Instructor  Staff  on  the  Basic 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  GRADUATE  FROM  THE 
SCHOOL  OF  AVIATION  MEDICINE. 


stage  concerning  the  recent  installation 

? (I  . “ 


of  "eyebrow"  slots  on  the  BT-9’ s.  "The 
stall  and  spin  characteristics  have  been 
greatly  improved,  and  instruction  work 
on  this  phase  of  training  has  been  much 
facilitated,"  is  the  comment  of  ths;  News 
Letter  representative  on  the  Basic  Stage. 

In  connection  with  the  "eyebrow"  in- 
stallation, the  Station  En^^ineering  Of- 
ficer reports  that  this  work  is  100^ 
complete,  and  all  BT-9*s  at  Randolph 
Field  are  now  equipped  with  this  ingeni- 
ous product  of  the  Materiel  Division. 


As  stated  in  a previous  issue  of  the 
Air  Corps  News  Letter,  the  "eyebrow" 
slots  are  of  the  fixed  type  rather  than 
those  which  go  into  operation  when  ap- 
proaching a stall.  Affixed  to  the  lead- 
ing edgeof  each  wing,  directly  in  front 
of  the  ailerons,  the  slots  protrude 
about_ three  inches  from  the  leading  edge, 
and  pilots  flying  planes  equipped  with 
them  state  that  they  offer  little  or  no 
added  resistance.  Their  function  is  to 
permit  a smooth  flow  of  air  across  the 
ailerons  at  low  speeds,  thus  aiding  in 
the  more  rapid  recovery  from  stalls  and 
potential  spins. 


The  following-named  medical  officers, 
who  have  been  pursuing  the  four  months* 
basic  course  of  instruction  at  the 
School  of  Aviation  Medicine,  graduated 
as  Flight  Surgeons  on  November  12,  1938, 
and  were  assigned  to  the  station  appear- 
ing after  each  name,  viz: 

Medical  Corps,  U. S.  Army 
Captain  Clifford  0.  Bishop,  Barksdale 
Field,  La. 

Captain  Lester  0,  Crago,  Maxwell  Field, 
Ala . 

Captain  .Emmert  C.  Lentz,  Fort  Bragg, 

N.C. 

Captain  Harold  A.  Myers,  Kelly  Field, 
Texa.s. 

Captain  Scott  M.  Smith,  Lowry  Field, 
Denver,  Colo. 

Captain  James  L.  Tobin.,  Hamilton  Field, 
Calif. 

Lieut.  James  1.  S.  Stewart,  Randolph 
Field,  Texas. 

Medical  Corps,  U. S.  Navy 
Lieut.  Julius  C.  Early,  USS  Yorktown. 
Lieut,  (jg)  Clifford  P.  Phoebus,  Naval 
Air  Station,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Lieut,  (jg)  Wesley  L.  Mays,  Naval  Air 
Station,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Lieut,  (jg)  Thomas  Forwerda,  USS 
Saratoga. 

Lieut,  (jg)  Morrill  H.  Goodwin.,  Naval  / 
Air  Station,  Pensacola,  Fla.  V 

Lieut,  (jg)  Charles  F.  Gell,  Naval  Air 
Station.,  Pensacola,  Fla, 

Lieut,  (jg)  Charles  F.  McCaffrey,  USS 
Enterprise, 

Medical  Corps,  Cuban  Army 
Lieut.  Francisco  Hernandez  D’Abrigsou, 
Cuban  Array. 


Two  officers  of  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps,  Captains  John  S..Minnett,  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  Victor  E.  Frazier,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  joined  the  class  on 
September  30,  1938,  for  the  six  weeks' 
practical  work,  both  officers  having  al- 
ready completed  the  extension  course 
prior  to  coming  to  the  Schdol.  They 
graduated  with  the  resident  class  as 
Flight  Surgeons. 

Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount, 
Commanding  General  of  the  Air  Corps 


Training  Center,  delivered  a very  inter- 


esting  and  inspiring  address  to  the 
I class,  following  which  he  presented  di- 
plomas to  each  of  the  students  and  added 
his  personal  congratulations  and  words 
of  good  cheer. 

The  introductory  remarks  were  made  by 
Lieut.  Colonel  C,L.  Beaven,  Medical 
! Corps,  Commandant  of  the  School  of  Avia- 
' tion  Medicine.  -The  invocation  and  bene» 
diction  were  delivered  by  Chaplain  J.f.y, 
Westerman,  of  Randolph  Field.  A number  jf ,, 
of  distinguished  guests,  relatives  and  'ii' 
friends  of  the  student  officers  was  pre-  S 
sent.  • ’ : 

The  present  class  makes  the  forty-  ' 
( Continued  on  Page  7 ) . , 
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AIR  COHPS  OFFICERS  ASSIGNED  AS  STUDENTS 
COMl/IAND  Aira  GENERAL  STAFF  SCHOOL. 

The  foll/>wing-nam@d  Air  Corps  officers 
have  been  selected  for  detail  as  students 
at  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School » 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  the  1939- 

■ 1940  course: 

Majors  Samuel  M.  Connell,  Mitchel 
Field,  N„Y. 

Majors  James  E.  Parker,  Elmer  D. 

■Perrin,  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  James  A. 
Mollison,  Randolph  P.  Williams,  Cautains 

■ James  B.  Burwell,  Charles.  P*  Cahell, 

.James  K.  DeArraond,  David  R.  Gihhs,  Glen 
0.  Jamison,  Laurence  S.  Kuter,  John  H. 
McCormick,  Donald  F,  Stace,  Walter  C, 
White,  1st  Lieuts.  Charles  T.  Arnett  and 
Leonard  F,  Harman,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Major  Edward  W.  Raley,  Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C. 

Major  Ned  Schramm  and  Captain  Frank 
H.  Rohinson,  Langley  Field,  Va. 

Major  George  P.  Tourtellot,  Detroit, 
Mich. • 

Captain  Frank  F,  Everest,  Jr. , 

Schofield  Barracks,  T.H. 

Captain  Thomas  M.  Lowe,  Columhus,  Ohio. 
Captain  George  McCoy,  Jr.,  Selfridge 
Field,  Mich., 

Captain  Russell  A.  Wilson,  March  Field, 
Calif. 

1st  Lieut.  Reuhen  C.  Hood,  Jr., 

Nichols  Field,  P.I. 

oOo 

School  nf  Aviation  Medicine  Graduation 

(Continued  from  Page  6 j 

eighth  to  graduate  from,  the  School  since 
its  establiehment  in  1919,  In  addition 
to  the  resident  courses,  the  School  also 
conducts  a correspondence  ’course  for 
ciedical  officers  of  the  Organized  Re- 
serves and  National  Guard.  There  are  466 
students  enrolled  in  this  course  at  the 
present'  time. 

The  staff  of  the  School  of  Aviation 
Medicine  is  as  follows: 

Commandant;  Lieut.  Colonel  C.L. Beaven. 
Assistant  Commandant  and  Executive 
Officer;  Lieut.  Colonel  N. C.  Mashburn. 

Adjutant  and  Secretary:  Captain  W.H. 
Kernan. 

Director,  Department  of  Opthalmology 
and^ Otology;  Major  J.M.  Hargreaves. 

Director,  Department  of  Psychology; 
Captain  W.A.  Carlson. 

Director,  Department  of  Aviation 
Medicine;  Captain  C.L,  Leedham. 

Assistant  Director,  .Department  of  Avi- 
ation Medicine:  Captain  N.W.  White,  l 
■ Director,  Department  of  Neurop sychia- 
«ry;  Captain  E.'J.  Kendricks. 

^All  of  the  above-named  officers,  with 
exception  of  Captain  Kernan,  are 
members  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
Regular  Army.  Captain  Kernan’ s coimnis- 
sion  is  in  the  Medical  Administrative 
Corps  of. the  Regular  Armyi 

' r 


LARGEST  STUDENT  OFFICER  DETACHI^ENT 
STARTS  TRAINING  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD. 

The  largest  student  officer  detachment 
in  the  history  of  the  Air  Corps  Primary 
Plying  School  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas, 
is  now  -undergoing  training.  The  usual 
influx  of  recent  graduates  from  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  in  the 
October  class  was  au^ented  by  23 
Reserve  officers  taking  the  Refresher 
Course,  also  by  five  National  Guard  of- 
ficers who  are  taking  the  re^lar  one- 
year  course  at  the  "West  Point  of  the 
Air."  These,  in  addition  to  three 
foreign  students,  bring  the  total  to  159 
officers. 

■ According  to  the  News  Letter  Corres- 
pondent, recent  graduates  of  the  U. S. 
Military  Academy  who  are  nov/  underg'-'ing 
flying- training  at  Randolph  Field  are 
inclined  tov/ards  eccentricities,  Lieut. 
Bertram  Harrison  attempted  to  raise  a 
.raccoon,  and  Lieut.  Gabriel  Russell  was 
lately  seen  v/ith  a wild  cat.  Scooters 
and  shot-gmis  have  become  objects  of  de- 
sire.- 

- Bowling  has  become  one  of  the  favorite 
pastimes  of  th©  Detachment.  Alleys  were 
not  available  at  West  Point,  and  so  the 
majority  of  officers  are  novices.  In 
spite  of  this  fact,  many  are  becoming 
quite  proficient.,  and  a good  bowling 
league  may  be  organized. 

The  daily  athletic  period  shows  that 
company  spirit  and  a certain  amount  of 
inseparable  tendencies  extends  outside 
the  Military  Academy.  Nearly  every  base 
ball  team  is  composed  of  officers  who 
have  been  in  the  same  company  together 
for  the  past  four  years.  This  continua- 
tion of  the  West  Point  association  is 
especially  noticed  in  the  I and  K Com- 
pany teams. 

- — .oOo-^ — 

SENSITIYE  ALTIMSTFE  DEVELOPMENT 

Much  has,  appeared  in  the  press  recent- 
ly about  a new  sensitive  altimeter  de- 
veloped by  the  Bell  Telephone  Laborato- 
ries. An  airplane,  with  the  new  instru- 
ment installed  therein,  arrived  at  V/right 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  October  25th, 
for  demonstration  to  officers  and  engin- 
eers- of  the  Materiel  Division  and  the 
Signal  Corps  Aircraft  Radio  Laboratory. 
The  plane  was  a trimotor  Ford.  The 
pilot  was  Mr.  P.G.  Lucas,  and  those  ac- 
companying him  as  passengers  were  Messrs. 
J.A.  Merquelin,  E.L.  Nelson,  D.K, Martin, 
William  Higgins,  R.J. 'Zilch,  and  F.H, 
Smith,  all' of  whora'are  connected  with 
the  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories.  No 
comments  were  released  as  to  the  effica- 
cy of  the  equipment  or  its  possible 
value  to  the  Air  Corps. 

oOo- — 
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2ND  BOI^.  GROUP  IN  PORT  BRAGG  MANEUVERS 

On  October  15th,  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Group,  Langley  Eield,  Va.  , completo.d  two 
weeks'  participation  in  the  Joint  Anti-  ■ 
aircraft  - Air  Corps  Exercise  held  in 
the  vicinity  of  Port  Bragg,  N.C. 

The  work  during  the  period  was  very 
intense  for  both  flying  and  ground  per- 
sonnel. Many  missions  were  executed  day 
and  night  at  high  altitudes.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Wing  Commander  is 
quoted; 

"E''aring  the  recent  Joint  Antiaircraft  - 
Air  Corps  Exercises  at  Port  Bragg,  North 
Carolina,  from  October  3-15,  1938,  the 
2nd  Bombardment  Group  flew  375  hours  on 
actual  day  and  night  missions  in  all 
kinds  of  weather,  where  the  distance  to 
the  objective  averaged  325  miles,  making 
skillful  navigation  and  the  exercise  of 
good  judgment  by  combat  crews  imperative. 

As  the  Commander  of  the  'Black  Porce, ' 
Yhich  included  the  2nd  Bombardment 
Group,  GHq  Air  Porce,  I desire  to  com- 
mend the  outstanding  performance  of  the 
group,  which  was  dyie  to  its  leadership, 
spirit  and  all-aroupd  efficiency." 


20th  Bombardment  Squadron;  On  October 
15th,  this  Squadron  completed  a two-week 
period  of  participation  in  the  Joint 
Anti-aircraft  - Air  Corps  Exercise. 

"Portunately, " says  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent,  "we  were  a portion  of  the’- 
Black  Porce,  and  as  such  did  not  change 
our  base.  All  missions  were  of  approxi- 
mately four  hours'  duration,  and  when 
the  majority  of  these  were  above  twenty 
thousand  feet,  the  operating  personnel 
suffered  slightly  from  fatigue.  However, 
the  ground  crews  had  the  real  soiree 
when,  after  a night  mission,  returning 
around  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  they  had 
to  remove  all  night  camouflage  prior  to 
an  early  morning  mission.  One  hundred 
and  four  men  from  Mitchel  and  March 
Pields  were  quartered  and  rationed  with 
the  Squadron ’‘during  the  Exercise." 

oOo 

The  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Squadron  of  the  8th  Pursuit  Group,  which  ■ 
returned  from  the  Air  Corps-Antiaircraft 
field  exercise  at  Port  Bragg,  N.C.,  on 
October  18th  and_19th,  did  very  little 
of  the  local  flying  in  connection  with 
the  various  problems,  but  by  means  of 
plotting  boards  and  the  civilian  intelli- 
gence net,  directed  the  33rd  and  36th 
Pursuit  Squadrons,  based  at  Maxton  and 
Southern  Pines,  N.C.,  respectively,  to 
many  successful  interceptions  of  the  in- 
vading "Black"  Bombardnent,  Attack  and 
Reconnaissance.  Much  valuable  experi- 
ence was  acquired  by  officers  and  men 
alike 

oOo 

Mr.  C. J. Stewart , Director  of  Civil  Re- 
search and  Production, British  Air  Minis- 
try, visited  Wright  Pield  on  October  19th. 


PIELD  TRAINING  POR  23RD  BOMB.  SQUADRON 

Ten  officers  and  46  enlisted  men  of  (, 
the  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  took  off 
from  Hickam  Pield,  T.H..,  to  spend  five 
days  of  training  on  the  auxiliary  air- 
port at  Hilo,  Hawaii. 

Camp  was  pitched  on  the  grounds  of 
the  airport,  and  a little  more  difficul- 
ty than  usual  was  encountered  in  pitch- 
ing the  tents,  due  to  the  presence  of 
coral  rock  in  every  place  a tent  stake 
was  supposed  to  be  driven.  Picks  were 
used  tp-  dig  a hole  that  would  hold  the 
stake." 

Perry  trips  were  made  between  Hilo  and 
Hickam  Pield  by  this  Squadron  and  the 
50th  Reconnaissance  Squadron. 

Ground  familiarization  trips  were  made 
by  the  officers  to  different  parts  of 
the  island  under  the  guidance  of  Major 
Beaton,  who  pointed  out  the  values  of 
the  different  sections  to  the  newer  of- 
ficers in  the  Squadron  who  had  not 
had  a previous  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  Hawaii  from  the  military 
standpoint.  The  facilities  of  the  Mili- 
tary Rest  Camp  were  inspected, ' and  the 
: military  trails  and  all, available  fa- 
cilities were  noted. 

The  return  trips  were  made  with  the 
help  of  the  72nd  Bombardment  Squadron, 

; which  furnished  four  B-18  airplanes, 
i thereby  making  a total  of  twelve  planes  ^ 

I available.  The  residents  of  Hilo  were  Va 
I treated  to  a sight  of  twelve  planes 
lined  up  down  the  entire  length  of  the 
airport. 

The'  entire  trip  and  time  spent  at  Hilo 
constituted  a welcome  break  in  the  regu- 
lar routine,  and  the  field  exercise 
proved  very  instructive  and  beneficial. 

oOo- — 

COlffETITIYE  PISTOL  SHOOTING  ■ 

Since  the  discontinuance  of  Air  Corps 
Regulation  Pistol  Shooting,  the  46th 
School  Squadron,  Randolph  Pield,  Texas, 
has  nevertheless  been  active  in  competi- 
tive matches  held  on  their  ovm  target 
range,  which  is  located  in  the  basement 
of  their  barracks.  . • ■ , 

Recently,  the  Squadron  held  its  annual 
pistol  and  small  bore  rifle  tournement. 
Corporal  Norman  G.  Hower  repeated  as 
chan^^ion  over  a field  of  more  than  20. 
competitors.  Hower' s aggregate  total 
was  438.  Corporals  Charles  Jones  and 
Myron  Lamparty  placed  second  and  third, 
respectively,  with  scores  of  427  and  415.  i 
The  matches  featured  slow  and  rapid 
pistol  firing,  wnile  the  rifle  shooting 
I included  offhand,  kneeling  and  prone  | 
firing.  ' / 

The  next  tournament  matches  will  be;  C 
held  in  the  Spring  of  '1939.  This  tour-  | 
ney  will  be  sponsored  by  Major  Stanton 
j T,  Smith,  Squadron  Commander,  who  each 
year  does  his  share  in  promoting  inter-  ! 
est  in  the  target  range. 
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OBI  T U AR  I E S 


^9  whole  Air  Corps  was  shocked  and 
grieved  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Colonel 
Leslie  MacDill,  as  the  result  of  an  air- 
rlane  accident  on  the  morning  of  Novem- 
Der  9,  1938,  at  Anacostia,  D. C.  The  ac- 
cident occurred  several  minutes  after 
his  take-off  from  Bolling  Eield  in  a 
BC-1  airplane. 

Accounts  pieced  together  from  numerous 
eyewitnesses  indicate  that  something 
went ^ wrong  with  the  motor  and  that  Col. 
MacDill  tried  first  to  get  "back  to 
Bolling  Field,  and  then  with  death  star- 
ing him  in  the  face  he  aimed  his  plane 
for  a narrow  space  between  two  houses 
on  S Street,  a block  away  from  the  in- 
tersection of  Good  Hope  Road  and  Nichols 
Avenue,  Southeast.  The  plane  cut  down 
telephone  and  power  wires,  knocked  down 
a pole,  clipped  off  tree  limbs  and 
lunged^  to,  the  ground,  bursting  into 
lames  immediately  thereafter.  Colonel 
MacDill  and  his  passenger,  Private 
Joseph  G.  Gloxiier,  Air  Corps,  were  in- 
stantly killed. 

The  death  of  Colonel  MacDill  leaves  a 
gap  in  the  Air’ Corps  which  will  be  hard 
to  fill.  He  was  one  of  the  "Early 
Birds"  in  aviation,  and  those  who  knew 
him  well  realized  his’  special  ability, 
hiS'  highly  analytical  and  mathematical  - 
-mind,  as  well  as  his  profeesicnal  attain- 
ments.' ^His  sound  conclusions  and  help- 
ful advice  were  constantly  relied  upon. 

Colonel  MacDill  was  born  at  Monmouth, 

, 111,,  on  February  18,  1889.  Following 
his  graduation  in  1909  from  Hanover  Col- 
lege with  an  A.B,  degree,  and  from  the 
Jniversity  of  Indiana  in  1911  with  an 
, A.M.  decree,  ho  was  commissioned  from 
civil  life  as  a second  lieutenant,  Coast 
Artillery  Corps,  April  13,  1912.  He 
served  with  the  6th  Company,  Coast  Ar- 
tillery Corps,  from  May  28  -fco  December 
I &,  1912,  and  with  the  122nd  Company, 

,1  ■ Coast  Artillery  Corps,  from  December  10, 

I 1912,  'until  his  detail  in  1914  in  the 
:|,  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps.  Upon 
!,  the  completion  of  his  flying  training  at 
, the  Signal  Corps  Aviation  School  at  San 
Diego,  Calif.,  he  was  rated  a Junior 
• 'Military  Aviator  on  July  2,  1915,  which 
■ automatically  advanced  him  to  the  rank 
':f  first  lieutenant.  He  was  promoted  to 
Captain  on  May  15,  1917;  to  Major,  Air 
'Service,  July  1,  1920;  to  Lieutenant 
■Colonel,  Air  Corps,  August  1,  1935,  and 
to  Colonel  ( temporary) ,■  Air  Corps,  on 
Aagust  26,  1936. 

. _ Assigned  to  the  Ist  Aero  Squadron  upon 
nis  graduation  from  the  Signal  Corps 
«<nviation  School,  he  served  with  that  or- 
ganization from  July  to  November,  1915, 
and  with  the  let  Company,  2nd  Aero  Squad- 
I'bon,  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  from 
I January,  .1916,  to  May-,  1917. 

Upon  his  return  to  -fche  United 
Colonel  MacDill  was  on  ten^jorary  duty  in 


the  Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a brief  period, 
and  v/as  then  ordered  to  duty  overseas. 
From  October  11,  1917,  to  May  16,  1918, 
he  was  on  duty  with  Headquarters,  Air 
Service,  Lines  of  Coiraminication,  as  Ma- 
teriel Officer,  Training  Department.  He 
was  then  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Aerial  Gunnery  School  at  St.  Jean  de 
Monts,  France,  and  he  was  responsible 
for  the  organization  and  building  of 
this  school. 

Ret'urning  to  the  United  States  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1919,  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Office  of  the  Director  of  Air  ^ 
Service,  Washington,  D.C.,  in  the  Aerial 
Coast  Defense  Section,  Operations  Divi- 
sion, Training  and  Operations  Group.  In 
addition  to',  this  duty,  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  from  July 
28,  1920,  to  September  26,  1920,  when  ha 
was  assigned  to  pursue  a two-y%;ar  course 
of  instruction  at  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  Cambri(^e,  Mass. 
He  graduated  in  June,  1922,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Science,  following 
which  he  v/as  assigned  to  duty  at  McCook 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  as  Assistant  to  the 
Commanding  Officer.  . 

On  Juiie  18,  1923,  Colonel  MacDill  was 
assigned  as  Chief  Engineer  Officer  of 
the  Engineering  Division,  McCook  Field, 
and,  save  for  the  period  of  one  year  - 
August,  1924,  to  July,  1925  - when  he 
was  a student  at  the  Command  and  General 
Staff  School  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. , 
he  o.c.cupied  this  position  continuously 
until  December,  1929.  He  ass'Umed  the 
additional  duty  of  Chief  of  the  Procure- 
ment Section  on  September  12,  1927,  fol- 
lowing the  removal  of  the  Air  Corps  En- 
gineering Division  from  McCook  Field  to 
the  New  Wright  Field  and  the  changing 
of  its  designation  to  the  Materiel  Divi- 
sion, During  the  remainder  of  his  tour 
of  duty  at  V^right  Field,  he  served  as 
Assistant  tc  the  Executive  Officer,  Ma- 
teriel Division,  and  at  various  times 
was  Acting  Executive  Officer. 

On  September  2,  1930,  Colonel  MacDill 
reported  for  duty  in  the. Office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington,  D.C., 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Plans  Division. 
During  the  course  of  his  duty  in  Wash- 
• ington  he  served  on  various  boards  of 
officers  and  committees. 

Relieved  from  duty  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  in  the  fall 
of  1933  to  attend  the  Army  War  College, 
he  graduated  therefrom  in  June,  1934, 
and  from  the  Naval  War  College,  Newport, 
R.I.,  in  June  of  the  following  year.  He 
was  then  assigned  as  a member  of  the  War 
Department  General  Staff  in  Washington. 

Colonel  MacDill  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Marilla  Au^gta  MacDill,  two 
daughtsers,  aged  14  and  11,  residing  in 
Washington,  D.C, , and  his  brother, 
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Wilfred  E.  MacDill,  residing  in  Monmouth, 

111. 

Funeral  services  for  the  deceased  Air 
Corps  officer  were  held  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, hovemter  12th,  at  the  Arlington 
national  Cemetery,  at  11*30  o’clock.  The 
Honorary  palldearers  were  Colonel  Frank 
S.  Clark  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Harvey  C. 

All  en,  General  Staff  Corps;  Lieut.  Cols. 
Floyd  Galloway,  Rosenham  Beam,  Majors 
Ennis  C.  Whitehead  and  Donald  D. 
FitzGerald,  of  the  Air  Corps.  Colonel 
MacDill’ s final  resting  place  is  adjacent 
t*  that  of  the  late  Air  Corps  Chief,. 
Major  General  Oscar  Westover.  In  addi- 
tion to  relatives,  a large  gathering  of 
friends  was  present  to  pay  their  last 
respects.  Mirny  Beautiful  funeral 
wreaths  were  in  evidence,  indicating  the 
esteem  in  v/hich  Colonel  MacDill  was  held 
By  his  friends  Both  in,  and  out  of  the 
military  service. 


Private  Joseph  G.  Gloxner,  Air  Corps, 
who  was  fljring  with  Colonel  MacDill,  was 
a memBer  of  the  First  Staff  Sguadron, 
Bolling  Field,  D. C.  He  was  single,  and 
T/as  Born  at  Reading,  Pa.  , May  28,  1907. 

At  the  date  of  his  death  he  had  complet- 
ed five  years  and  nearly  three  months' 
service  with  the  Air  Corps.  He  held  the 
rating  of  Specialist,  6th  Class.  His 
father,  Stephen  Gloxner,  of  Reading,  Pa. , 
survives  him. 


The  Air  Corps  extends  its  profound 
sympathy  to  the  Bereaved  relatives  of 
these  two  men  who  died  in  the  service  of 
their  country. 


Wright  Field  personnel  v/ish  to  extend 
their  sympathy  to  the  family  of  Colonel 
MacDill.  "He  was  with  us  for  many 
years,"  declares  the  Wright  Field  Hews 
Letter  Correspondent,  "and  his  unswerv- 
ing sense  of  fairness  and  sound  technic- 
al aBility  won  their  meed  of  respect  and 
esteem. " 

oOo-— 

SWISS  AlRIffl  VISIT  MTERIEL  DIVISION 

Colonel  RoBert  Fierz,  Chief  of  the 
Technical  Division  of  the  Swiss  Military 
Department,  and  a group  of  Swiss  Array 
pilots  visited  the  Air  Corps  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
NovemBer  3rd.  The  Swiss  Mission  is  in 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  military  airplanes  and  has 
Been  granted  permission  to  fly  and  test 
such  of  the  aircraft  as  have  Been  re- 
leased for  export,  are  not  gcvernraent- 
o?/ned,  nr  Being  manufactured  to  apply  on 
government  cjntracts.  Those  accompany- 
ing Colonel  Fierz  were: 

_ Colonel  Damian  Lang,  Chief  rf  the  SuB- ' 
division  for  Aviati»n  and  Service  of 
Transmission; 

Lieut.  Colonel  RoBert  Ackermann,  Chief 
of  Section  in  the  Division  for  Aviation 
Pilot; 


Lieut.  Colonel  Walter  Burkhard,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Military  Airports  - Pilot; 

Captain  Emil  Schaetti,  Technical  Ad-  ^ 
viser  of  the  Division  of  Aviation; 

Captain -Rue tschi , Test  Pilot. 

'OGo 


NEW  PHOTOGRAPHIC  UNIT  AT  WRIGHT  FIELD 


Major  Frederick  W.  Hoorn,  Signal  Corps 
reported  for  duty  at  the  Air  Corps  Ma- 
teriel Division,  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  on 
OctoBer  30th,  to  take  charge  of  the  Sig- 
nal Corps  Training  Film  Field  Unit.  This 
is  a new  unit,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  produce  sound  motion  pictures  for  the 
training  of  personnel  in  various  Air 
Corps  functions. 

Moving  pictures  recording  test  work, 
or  produced  for  puBlic  educational  or 
historical  purposes.,  will  continue  to  Be 
handled  By  the  Materiel  Division  Motion 
Picture  Unit.  Where  suBjects  overlap, 
the  two  units  will  cooperate. 

The  new  laBoratory  is  in  its  Beginning 
stages,  and  it  will  take  some  time. 

Major  Hoorn  says,  to  gather  suitaBle 
personnel  and  the  necessary  equipment. 
?/hen  organized,  however,  the  production 
of  20  reels  a year  will  Be  its  oBjective. 
All  preparation  of  scenarios,  editing, 
and  other  creative  work  is  to  Be  perform- 
ed By  the  New  Unit  at  the  Matoriel  Divi- 
sion. Processing  of  films  is  to  Be  done 
at  the  Army  ’War  College  Photographic  # 
LaBoratory'  in  Washington.  Release  of  ^ 
film  will  Be  By  the  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

In  preparation  for  his  new  work.  Be- 
sides several  years. of  photographic 
training.  Major' Hoorn  spent  eight  months 
in  Hollywood  at  the  various  leading  mo- 
tion picture  laBoratories. 

oOo 

TRAINING  METHODS  TO  UNDERGO  STUDY. 


Major  Isaiah  Davies,  Air  Corps,  Direc- 
tor of  Flying  at  the  Air  Corps  Advanced 
Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  has 
Been  named  as  a memBer  of  a Board  of  of- 
ficers which  convened  in  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washington, 
D.C.,  on  NovemBer  7,  1938,  to  study 
training  methods.  Major  Davies  left 
Kelly  Field,  enroute  to  Washington,  on 
NovemBer  5th,  and  e:xpects  to  Be  away 
aBout  a month. 

During  the  aBsence  of  Major  Davies, 
Major  Harvey  W.  Prosser,  Air  Corps,. 
Secretary  and  PuBlic  Relations  Officer, 
will  take  over  the  duties  of  Director 
of  Plying  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 
in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

— — oOo — - 

■ ,Two  hundred  and  sixty  students  from  tB# 
University  of  Cincinnati  visited  Wright^ 
Field'  on  OctoBer  25th,  last.  This  visitl 
which  is  an  annual  event,  for  the  aero- 
nautical  engineering  students,  is  incor-,i 
porated  as  part  of  the  class  curriculum,  .j 
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PASSING  OP  IX)NOR  OP  MACKAY  TROPHY. 

The_ death  on  November  12th,  at  his 
home  in  New  York  City,  of  Mr,  Clarence 
H.  Mackay,  marked  the  passing  of  one  of 
this  country's  outstanding  citizens. 

Por  a long  time  Mr.  Mackay  was  a lead- 
er in  the  business  and  civic  activities 
of  New  York  City,  He  generously  support' 
ed  the  arts  and  sciences  and  was  a great 
philanthropist. 

In  the  field  of  aviation  his  name  was 
associated  for  over  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury with  the  Trophy  bearing  his  name' 
and  which  he  donated  in  the  year  1912 
with  the  provision  that  it  was  to  be 
awarded  annually  to  Army  officers  making 
the  most  meritorious  flight  of  the  year. 
The  huge  silver- cup  bears  the  names  of 
Array  aviators  whose  outstanding  flying 
achievements  made  the  most  notable  con- 
tributions to  the  science  of  aviation 
since  it  was  first  awarded  in  1912  to 
Lieut.  Henry  H.  Arnold,  Infantry,  now 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  the  Army  Air 
Corps. 

Because  the  winners  of  the  Trophy  had 
nothing  to  show  that  their  achievements 
had  gained  formal  recognition,  Mr. 

Mackay,  in  1929,  provided  a gold  medal 
for  each  of  the  flyers  whose  names 
adorned  the  Trophy,  and  continued  to 
award  medals  each  year  thereafter.  The 
medal  bears  the  holder's  name  on  one 
side  and  a representation  of  the  Trophy 
on  the  other. 

Mr,  Mackay  was  born  on  April  17,  1874, 
in  San  Prancisco,  Calif.  He  was  educat- 
ed for  the  most  part  at  Vangirard  Col- 
lege in  Paris  and  Beaumont  College  in 
Windsor,  England,  coirpleting  his  studies 
at  the  latter  place.  In  1894,  at  the 
age  of  20,  he  entered  his  father's  of- 
fice. Two  years  later  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  American  Porcite  Powder 
Manufacturing  Company,  serving  for  three 
years.  In  1896  he  became  a director  of 
the  Postal  Telegraph  Company  and  the 
Commercial  Cable  Con^jany,  and  a year 
later  he  was  elected  a vice  president 
by  each,  a position  which  gave  him  the 
administrative  control  of  operations. 

Armed  With  practical  knowledge,  Mr. 
Mackay  now  directed  all  his  energies  to- 
ward extending  these  enterprises.  The 
construction  of  a cable  to  the  Orient 
had  always  been  a great  hobby  with  his 
father,  but  owing  to  various  obstacles 
It  was  left  to  the  son  to  carry  out  the 
project. 

Eighteen  months  were  consumed  in  con- 
i structing  and  laying  the  cable,  the  land- 
ing, of  the  eastern  end  of  which  took 
place  at  San  Prancisco  in  December,  1898. 
laQjDaring^  the  entire  period,  Mr.  Mackay 
\Saye  his  personal  attention  to  every  de- 
■i-tail.  The  capital  involved  amounted  to 
more  than  $9,000,000. 

In  1928  the  Postal  Telegraph-Commer- 
cial Cables  Companies  and  the  Interna- 
tional Telephone  and  Telegraph  Corpora- 


tion effected  a $300,000,000  merger,  Mr. 
Mackay,  president  of  the  Mackay  system, 
and  Sosthenes  Behn,  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Telephone  and  Telegraph, 
pooling  their  interests.  This  operation 
merged  telegraph,  cable,  telephone  and 
radio  systems  on  a scale  never  previous- 
ly attempted.  ' Shortly  before  this  mer- 
ger, Mr.  Mackay  had  announced  that  his 
conpanies,  the  Postal  Telegraph,  the 
Commercial  Cables  and  the  Mackay  Radio 
and  Telegraph  Company  had  acquired  con- 
trol -of  the  high-powered  transoceanic 
radio  station  at  Sayville,  L.I. 

This  acquisition  of  the  Sayville  sta- 
tion for  Atlantic  ship-to-shore  service 
completed  the  radio  system  which  was 
started  by  the  Mackay  companies  in  1927, 
when  they  acquired  the  Eederal  Telegraph 
Company's  properties  on  the  Pacific  Coas 
and  started  Pacific  ship-to-shore  ser- 
vice, with  direct  land  wire  connections. 
In  the  summer  of  1931,  Mr.  Mackay,  as 
president  of  the  Mackay  Radio  and  Tele- 
graph Company,  announced  that  two  facto- 
ries had  been  acquired  in  Newark,  N. J. , 
for  the  manufacture  of  an  international 
radio  broadcast  receiver  and  of  high- 
powered  vacuum  tubes  for  transmitting 
purposes,  and  for  radio  development  and 
research  work. 

In  1930,  in  his  annual  report  as  chair 
man  of  the  board,  Mr.  Mackay  showed  the 
wide  expansion  of  radio  communication 
the  Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Corpora- 
tion had  developed,  and  reported  that  ap 
proximately  $10,000,000  had  been  spent 
in  one  year  in  extending  comraunica'lion 
facilities  throughout  the  world. 

-_.-o0o — - 

NEWSPAPER  ESATURES  TRAINING  CENTER  IN 
ROTOGRAYURE  SECTION. 

A double  page  spread  in  the  St.  Louis, 
Mo. , POST  DISPATCH,  in  the  rotogravure 
section  of  October  16,  1938,  featured 
the  life  of  a Plying  Cadet  at  the  "West 
Point  of  the  Air"  from  the  day  he  enter- 
ed and  started  training  cn  the  Primary 
.Stage  until  final  graduation  from  the 
Advanced  Plying  School,  Kelly  Pield, 
Texas,  one  year  later. 

The  Photographic  Department  of  Head- 
qmrters  Squadron  at  Randolph  Pield  and 
the  Kelly  Pield  Photo  Department  cooper- 
ated in  furnishing  the  material. 

oOo 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  of  the 
49th  Bombardnent  Squadron,  Langley 
Pield,  Ya. , reports  that  during  the  last 
storm  which  hit  the  New  England  States, 
the  XB-15  airplane  was  placed  in  the 
hangar  for  the  first  time.  "Pigure  how 
a plane  of  150  feet  wing  spread  can  be 
placed  into  a hangar  that  is  only  110 
feet  wide,"  the  Correspondent  asks,  and 
then  he  adds:  "It  can  be  done,  because 
the  49th  did  it.  " 
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MAM  VISITING  PLANES  AT  RAl^LOLPH  FIELD 

Seventy-one  visiting  airplanes  landed 
at  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  during  the 
month  of  October,  according  to  an  an- 
noucement  from  Post  Operations.  Many  of 
the  new  BC-1’ s,  being  ferried  east  from 
the  factory,  stopped  overnight  at  the 
"West  Point  of  the  Air,"  18  of  them  be- 
ing cleared  for  points  east. 

Many  Navy  pilots,  enroute  either _ east 
or  west,  also  made  use  of  the  servicing 
facilities  at  Randolph  Field  during  the 
month. 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of 
visitors  during  the  month  and  their  home 
stations: 

General  A.H.  Blanding,  National  Gu^rd; 
Lieut.  Colonel  A.  Tucker,  National  Guard; 
Lieut.  Colonel  K.  Buchanan,  Cavalry; 
Lieut.  Colonel  A.B.  McDaniel,  Majors 
T.W,  Blackburn  and  J.F.  Powell,' Air' 
Corps,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colonel  R.C.  Rowell,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
Anacostia,  D.  C. 

Lieut.  Colonel  R.E.  O'Neil  and  Major 
H.K.  Ramey,  Air  Corps,  March  Field,  Cal. 

Majors  E.M.  Powers  and  S.M.  Umsteah, 
Air  Corps,  Wright  Field,  Ohio. 

Captains  D.  T.  Laubach  and  W.E,  Whitson, 
Air  Corps,  Mitchel  Field,.  N.Y. 

Lieut.  R.L.  Poor,  USN,  North  Is.land, 
New  York.  . y ' ' 

Captain  F.L.  Fair,  Air  Corps,  Marshall 
Field,  Kans. 

Captain  A.C.  George,  Air  Corps,  Barks- 
dale Field,  La. 

Captain  S.W.  Van  Meter,  Air  Corps, 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

Major  B.S.  Thompson,  Air  Corps., 

Hensley  Field,  Texas. 

Lieut.  R.W.  Ryder,  Air  Corps, iChanute 
Field,  ,111, 

Lieut.  -.C.H.  L'eitner , Air  Corps,  .Lowry 
Field,  Colo,  k 

Lieut.  L.  E.  Hobbs,  Air  Corps,, \Nat*  1 . 
Guard,  Houston,  Texas.  ' 

— _o0o 

. i 

MORE  "BACON"  CARTED  HOME  BY  LT.  DENSFORD 


Three  new  records  out  of  four  matches 
on  the  first  day  of  the  "shoot"'  eclipsecf 
Kelly  Field’s  own  Densf ord’ s creditable  - 
scores,  until  his  shooting  feat  - which 
brought  him  up  to  a fourth  place  in  the 
Georgia  State  Championship  Match,  just 
behind  National  Champion  A1  Hemming,  of 
Detroit. 

All  of  Kelly  Field’ s shootin’  frater- 
nity have  been  awaiting  the  return  of 
Lieut.  Densford,  being  anxious  to  learn 
the  results  of  the  Regional  Meet,  as  well 
as  the  identity  of  the  winner  of  the 
coveted  money  pot  and  trophy.  They  were 
all  feeling  confident  that  Lieut. 

Densford  would  "bring  home  the  bacon, " - 
as  usual. 

— '-oOo 

CONFERSITOE  ON  TRAINING  MATTERS  . 

Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount,  Air 
Corps,  Commanding . General  of  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  recently  flew  to  Washington,  D. C. , 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Frank  D.  Lackland, 
Air  Corps,  Commandant  of  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  for^ 
the  p'urpose  of  a 'conf erence  in  the  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps  on  train- 
j ing  matters.  The: journey ' to  Washington 
i was  made  in'  a Bnl8  airplane,  piloted  by 
i 2nd  Lieut.  Leroy  A.  Rainey,  Air  Corps, 

I with  General  Yount'  acting  as  co-pilot.  / 

I First  Lieut.  Norman' L,  Callish,  Air 
i Corps,  accompanied  the  flight  as  Naviga- 
tion Officer. 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  mission  in 
the  nation’  s,,  capital.  Colonel  Lackland 
availed  himself~of  five  days’  leave  of 
absence.  During  the  absence  of  General 
Yount  and  Colonel  Lackland  from  the 
Training  Center,  Colonel  Eugene  A,  Lohma 
Air  Corps,  Assistant  Commandant  of  the. 
Advanced  Flying  School,  assumed  command 
of  that  school  and  the  Training  Center. 
oOo — - 

• WAR  DEFARTMENT  SPECIAI.-  ORDERS,  : 

Chang e-s  of  Station 


According  to  the  Kelly  Field  Correspon- 
dent, 1st  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Densford, 

Air  Corps,  popular  flying  instructor  in 
the  Observation  Section  of  the  Air  Corps 
Advanced  Flying  School,  Kelly  Field, 
still  continues  to  "mow  ’em  down,"  having 
again  made  history  by  his  ability  in  the 
use  of  shootin'  irons. 

Flying  to  Savannah,  Ga. , on  a routine 
navigation  training  flight,  and  while  on 
his'  authorised  delay  in  that  hospitable 
city,  Lieut.  Densford  participated  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Pistol  Championship 
held  there.  He  was  the  lone  Texas  en- 
trant, and  while  resting  up. from  his  fly- 
ing trip  he  established  a new  world's 
record  for  ,38  caliber  revolvers  in 
rapid  firing.  His  score  of  196  bettered 
the  long  standing,  oft-tied  high  of  his 
shooting  partner,  Tate,  of  San  Antonio. 


. To  Middletown  .Air  Depot,  Pa^ ; Majors 
William  J.  McKierhan,  .jV'..,'  'from,  'duty  in 
the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
Washington,  'D.  G.,.,' '..and  Samuel' C.  Eaton, 

Jr,  from  Bblliiig  Field,.  D.  C.  ; ,2nd  Lieut. 
Franklin  K,' Paul,  from  Pahama  . Canal  De-^ 
partment  (prey'i9'ud  orders  in  his  case 
revoked) . ' A ■ ' : ' , 

To  Bolling'  Field,  D..C.  :■  Captain  Charles 
H. "Deerwester^ from  Middle town  Air  Depot. 

To  Hawaiian  Department;'  Lieut.  Colonel 
Rosenham  Beam,  froiii"'C.'ff fee  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Air  Obrps,  Washington,  D.  C. 

To  Office  of  thd  Chief  of  the  Air  d 
Corp s , Yuas.bingfcii,'  'JTTcTT  Lieut.  Cblones. 
Hume  Peab o' :ly7  as  a member  of  , J 

the  Air  Corps  Board,  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

To  .his  home  to  await  retirement Major 
Romeyn  B.  Hough,  who  is  relieved,  fr om 
duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department. 


SCHOOL  INSTRUCTION  AT  RAl'ILOLPH  .j  RAI^'DOLPH  RIRLD  CHILLED  BY  FRIGID  BLASTS 

Ground  School  instruction  for  "both  The  first  of  Texas’  famed  Northers 

classes  at  the  Air  Corps  Primary  Flying  ! swept  dovm  on  Randolph  Field  rn  the 
School  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  got  un-  | night  of  Octoher  22nd,  when  halray 
der  way  on  Octoher  24th,  the  same  day  i weather  was  supplanted  suddenly  hy 
training  was  started  on  the  flying  lines.!  frigid  blasts.  The  thermometer  slid 


For  the  new  class,  EInIGINES  will  he  the 
first  major  hurdle  to  scale  in  ground 
school,  hut  at  the  same  time  they  will 
he  taking  courses  in  Mathematics,  Mili- 
tary Hygiene,  and  Personal  Equipment  of 
the  Pilot.  For  the  upper  class,  the  in- 
evitable radio  code,  better  known  as 
"Buzzer,"  is  supplemented  hy  ground 
courses  in  Airplanes  and  Gunnery. 

Numerous  elaborate  displays  of  working 
models  of  various  types  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Engine  Laboratory  recent- 
ly, They  include; 

(1)  An  operating  display  which  in- 
cludes an  R-1820-45  engine,  Hamilton 
controllable  propeller  and  instrument 
panel,  with  instruments,  as  installed  on 
the  B-18  airplane.  This  equipment  will 
be  used  for  the  first  time  in  instruct- 
irg  the  present  lower  class. 

(2)  A table  display  of  a dynamic _ dam- 
per, which  was  furnished  by  the  Wright^ 
Aircraft  Corporation,  This  equipment  is 
standard  on  all  Wright  Aircraft  engines 
of  recent  design. 

(3)  A table  display  of  an  XR-1830-17 
engine  used  to  instruct  students  in  the 
construction  and  operating  principles  of 
recent  14-.cylinder  engines. 

(4)  A table  display  of  the  1,000  h.p. 
V-1710-7  Allison  engine. 

(5)  An  operating  display  of  a liquido- 


downward  20  degrees  during  the  night, and 
the  following  night  it  dropped  to  a low 
of  37  before  starting  upward  again.  The 
"Norther"  ?/as  of  short  duration,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  month  flying  was  again 
being  carried  on  in  suimer  flying  suits. 

In  addition  to  forecasting  from  the 
synoptic  weather  map,  the  forecasters 
at  Randolph  Field  are  now  plotting  and 
drawing  Isentropic  Charts  from  data  re- 
ceived from  airplane  meteorograph  and 
radio  meteorograph  soundings  made  at 
selected  stations  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  After  studying  the 
air-motions  and  physical  properties  of 
I the  upper-air,  the  forecaster  is  able 
j to  visualize  V7here  there  will  most  pro- 
I bably  occur  certain  meteorological  acti- 
;•  vities,  such  as:  cloudiness,  precipita- 
i tion,  icing,  thunderstorms  and  cyclonic 
' or  anti-cyclonic  circulation.  It  has 
I proven  to  be  a valuable  aid  in  forecast- 
i ing  so  far,  and  it  is  believed  that  it 
i V7ill  be  a major  part  of  forecasting  in 
the  future. 

I The  Post  Weather  Officer  gave  a short 
[ talk  to  the  new  student  officers  who  re- 
i cently  graduated  from  the  United  States 
I Military  Academjr  at  West  Point,  N.Y. 
[After  the  short  lecture,  they  were  con- 
ducted through  the  Post  Weather  Office. 


meter,  an  electric  fuel  level  gauge,  con-j  The  office  was  grouped  into  four  sec- 
sisting  of  one  tank  unit,  selector  switch!  tions  and  a trained  enlisted  man  was  sta 
and  dial  change  list 


(6)  Operating  and  table  displays  of_ 
eclipse  autosyn,  consisting  of  transmit- 
ter and  indicator. 

(7)  Operating  and  table  displays  of 

the  Breeze  and  Cambridge  fuel  mixture  in- 
dicators, 

(8)  A table  display  of  propeller  spin- 
ner and  anti-icer. 

(9)  A table  display  of  the  NA-P7C  car- 
buretor. 

(10)  A table  display  of  heater  assem- 
bly, canvas  hood  type,  used  for  engine 
preheating  under  winter  conditions. 

(11)  A table  display  of  the  Curtiss 
constant  speed  propeller,  electrically 
operated,  complete  with  cockpit  controls. 

— -oOo — - 

Evidence  of  the  popularity  of  the  Air 
Corps  as  a branch  of  the  service  was  re- 
cently demonstrated  in  the  1] th  Air  Base 
.Squadron,  stationed  at  the  Air  Corps 
TT'rimary  Flying  School  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas.  During  the  month  of  October, 
this  organization's  record  for  reenlist- 
ments  was  one  hundred  percent,  twelve 
men  reenlisting  to  fill  their  own  vacan- 
cies in  the  organization. 
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tioned  at  each  section  to  explain  in- 
struments, map  plotting,  map  drawing, 
forecasting,  teletype  maintenance  and 
uses  of  the  radio.  The  student  offi- 
cers seemed  to  take  very  readily  to 
their  first  baptism  on  modern  weather. 
Tliey  were  invited  to  visit  and  familiar- 
ize themselves  with  the  Weather  Office 
in  more  detail  at  any  time  during  their 
stay  at  Randolph  Field. 

— -oOo- — - 

ELECTRICAL  COMIECTORS  FOR  AIRCRAFT  USE 

Standardization  of  mating  dimensions 
of  electrical  connectors  for  aircraft 
use  was  successfully  accomplished  at  a 
conference  held  recently  in  the  Equip- 
ment Branch  of  the  Air  Corps  Materiel 
Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
These  dimensions  involved  contact  pin 
length  and  diameters,  and  the  coupling 
thread.  It  is  repoi ted  that  necessary 
data  will  be  prepared  and  used  as  a 
basis  for  revision  of  Air  Corps  Specifi- 
cation 32151,  Two  manufacturers,  the 
Bureau  of  Aeronautics,  Signal  Corps  and 
the  Air  Corps  were  represented  at  this 
conference. 
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®ie  chief  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel- in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard 
and  others  connected  with  aviation. 
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THE  N.A.C.A.  STALL  WARNING  INDICATOR 
By  Captain  Charles  A,  Ross, Air  Corps 


The  trend  in  airplane  design. toward 
the  monoplane  type  has  given  aviation 
airpl^es  which  are  much  faster'- and  of 
higher  performance  than  the  biplaneQ  of 
yesterday.  Nevertheless,  certain  of  the 
monoplanes,  particularly  those  of  the 
low  wing  type,  have  inherent  stall  char- 
acteristics which  may  at  times  be  dan- 
gerous, especially  if  the  pilot  inadver- 
tratly  causes  the  airplane  t©  stall 
close  to  the  ground.  If  the  wing  tip 
stalls  before  the  major  portion  of  the 
wing,  there. is  a tendency  for  the  air- 
plane to  roll  when  the  stall  occurs.  The 
unfortunate  part  of  the  wing  tip  stall 
is  that  loss  of  aileron  contjrol  occurs 
and  the  pilot  is  entirely  helpless  to 
regain  control  before  possible  damage  to 
the  airplane  may  result.  Wing  tip 
stalls_ occur  very  suddenly,  and  there  is 
a distinct  absence  of  that  "certain 
feel"  which 'the  pilot  experiences  just 
prior  to  stalling  in  the  biplane  or  high 
wing  monoplane  type. 

Flight  tests  have  been  in  progress  at 
Wright  Field  on  a stall  warning  indica- 
tor developed  by  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  for  Aeronautics.  These  indi- 
cators which  warn  a pilot  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  stalling  condition  in 
flight  were  installed  for  test  purposes 
on  North  American  ET-9  and  BC-1-  air- 
planes. 

The  operation  of  the  N.A.C.A.  stall 
warning  indicator  is  dependent  on  the 
angle  of  attack  of  the  airplane  instead 
of  air  speed,  as  have  been  previous 
stall  warning ' indicators.  Angle  of  at- 
tack operation  results  in  a true  indica- 
tion regardless  of  the  airplane  loading 
condition. 

Near  the  leading  edge  each  wing, 
Well  out  toward  the  tip,  is  mounted  a 
pitot-static. head.  The  pitot  or  dynamic 
opening  is  so  placed  as  to  be  near  the 
surface  of  the  wing.  Adjacent  to  it  is 
located  the  static  head.  At  the  leading 
edge  of  the  wing  is  mounted  a sharp  edge 
which  causes  a small  portion  of  the  wing 
to  stall  somewhat  before  the  major  por- 
tion, the  shape  or  thic^ess  of  the 
sharp  edge  determining  the  margin  of 
safety  or  the  air  speed  differential  be- 
tween the  local  stall  of  the  pitot- 
static  head  and  the  actual  stall  of  the 


entire  wing.  Connected  by  tubes  to  the 
pitot-static  heads  are  contacting  de- 
vices which  consist  essentially  of 
standard  air  speed  bellows  so  arranged 
that  their  collapse  closes  contact 
oints  attached  to  them.  Current  from  a 
attery  passing  through  the  electrical 
circuit  actuates  relays  which  in  turn 
operate  some  method  of  giving  the  pilot 
warning,  such  as  a vibrator  on  the  rud- 
! der  pedal,  a horn  or  a signal  light.  It 
j may  be  said  that  the  air  speed  heads 
I near  the  wing  tips  measure  the  flow  of 
Lair  over  the  surface  of  the.  wing.  It 
has  been  found  that  the  air  flow  over 
the  wing  is  considerably  higher  than 
the  indicated  air  speed  .of  the  airplane. 
I'/hen  the  angle  of  attack  is  increased 
to  near  the  stalling  point,  the  air 
flow  over  the  wing  decreases  to  zero 
with  a very  small  decrease  in  the  indi- 
cated air  speed  of  the  airplane.  During 
an  actual  stall,  an  airspeed  indicator 
connected  to  the  stall  warning  device 
gives  negative  air  speed  readings,  in- 
dicating that  some  air  flow  occurs  from’ 
the  trailing  edge  toward  the  leading 
edge  of  the  wing.- 

The  amount  of  warning  necessary  befor 
i the  actual  stall  of  the  airplane  takes 
place  unquestionably  varies  with  each 
particular  design  of  airplane,  ’ For  ex- 
ample, with  an  airplane  which  is  inher- 
ently stable  longitudinally,  the  pilot 
does  not  need  as  early  a warning  of  im- 
pending stall  as  with  an  airplane  which 
is  unstable  or  which  is  exceedingly  sen 
sitive  to  control  in  pitch.  It  is  im-  ■ 
portant  that  the  warning  occur  at  a 
safe  angle  of  attack  before  the  stall, 
but  the  warning  must  not  be  given  too 
frequently  at  times  when  the  pilot  knowi 
he  is  perfectly  safe,  or  the  warning 
indication  loses  its  value.  Tests  indi 
cate  that  a warning  given  approximately 
ten  to  fifteen  miles  above  the  actual 
stall  for  any  flight  condition,  whether 
powe.r  off  or  on,  flaps  up  or  doum,  seer 
to  be  satisfactory.  Rapid  changes  in 
acceleration,  affecting  the  airplane 
wing  loading,  such  as  the  "pull-out" 
from  a dive,  steep  banks,  and  the  en- 
co-untering  of  air  bumps,  will  cause  the 
warning  signal  to  be  given,  even  thougl 
the  air  speed  of  the  airplane  may  be  n 
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latively  high.  The  warning,  however,  is 
a true  one  since  additional  accelera-_ 
tions  increase  the  angle  of  attack  while 
the  air  speed  remains  high. 

The  stall  warning  indicator  will  not 
only  permit  an  airplane  to  be  flown  with 
a greater  degree  of  safety,  but  also 
shows  considerable  promise  as  an  aid  to 
the  pilot  in  the  making  of  instrument 
landings.  If  the  glide  path  of  the  air- 
plane is  maintained  in  such  a manner  dur- 
ing an  instrument  approach  that  the 
warning  signal,  in  just  starting  to  oper- 
ate, is  intermittently  on  and  off,  the 
pilot  is  relieved  of  the  necessity  of 
watching  his  air-speed  indicator  and 


may  devote  his  attention  entirely  to  the 
other  instruments. 

The  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  installation  of  the  edges 
which  produce  tiie  local  stall  on  each 
wing  affect  the  flying  characteristics 
of  the  airplane.  The  N.A.C.A.  had  made 
a full-scale  wind  tunnel  study  of  an 
airplane  with  the  indicator  installed 
and  with  it  removed,  and  found  no  appa- 
rent difference  in  performance.  One 
theory  as  to  why  there  is  no  apparent 
difference  in  perfoimance  is  that  the 
air  flow  effected  by  the  edges  returns 
to  normal  flow  a short  distance  in  the 
rear  of  the  pitot-static  heads. 


- — oOo 


SUPPLY  ACTIVITIES  AT  RANDOLPH  EIELD 

More  than  1300  complete  sets  of  flying 
equipment  were  issued  by  the  Randolph 
Eield  Air  Co'f'ps  Supply  during  the  past 
year,  according  to  a recent  survey  of 
that  activity.  A total  of  1,367  sets  of 
equipment  was  handled,  all  of  it  going 
to  the  student  officer  classes  and  the 
Plying  Cadets, 

Considerable  activity  in  all  phases  of 
their  work  is  reported  by  the  Air  Corps 
Supply.  Gasoline  consumption  has  in- 
creased almost  fifty  percent,  as  conrpar- 
cd  with  the  similar  period  of  last  year, 
a total  of  233^236  gallons  being  issued 
in  September,  1938,  as  con5)ared  with 
165,310  gallons  issued  in  that  month  in 
the  year  1937. 

The  number  of  airplanes  on  hand  also 
has  Increased  more  than  fifty  percent  in 
the  past  year,  345  being  carried  on  the 
bocks  on  October  1,  1938,  as  compared 
with  201  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

— .oOo — • 


FIRE  DESTROYS  OLD-TIICE  BOIVffiER 

While  mechanics  were  performing  a 
welding  job  on  one  of  the  engines  of  a 
B-4  airplane  which  was  parked  on  the 
hangar  line  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on 
He V ember  18th,  a sudden  gust  of  wind 
caught  sparks  from  the  welding  equip- 
I ment  and  ignited  the  wing,  which  was 
] completely  destroyed.  The  fabric  on 
j the  fuselage  was  also  burned.  The  men 
on  the  line  took  steps  promptly  to  ex- 
j tinguish  the  flames  which  threatened 
the  old-time  Bomber  - one  •f  the  last 
two  of  that  type  remaining  in  active 
service  at  the  Advanced  Flying  School, 
and  they  had  everything  under  control 
when  the  station  fire  department  arrived 
a few  seconds  after  the  alarm  was  given. 
Quick  action  on  the  part  of  the  fire 
department  personnel  prevented  further 
damage  and  destruction  of  property  and 
possible  injury  to  personnel. 

oOo 


LINK  TRAINER  INS'TRUCTION 

Two  enlisted  men  from  each  of  the  four 
School  Squadrons  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanc- 
ed Flying  School  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
are  undergoing  a course  of  instruction  on 
the  Link  Instrument  Trainer,  which  in- 
struction is  being  conducted  by  the  12th 
Air  Base  Squadron.  The  course  includes 
qperation  and  maintenance,  and  when  it 
is_ completed  it  will  qualify  the  men  re- 
ceiving the  instruction  to  act  as  assis- 
tants to  commissioned  instructing  person- 
nel whose  duties  include  giving  this  im- 
portant phase  of  instruction  to  the 
large  classes  of  students  at  the  Advanc- 
ed Flying  School. 

At  present  there  is  a total  of  176 
students  in  Class  39-A  undergoing  in- 
struction at  this  school,  this  number 
including  4 Regular  Array  officers,  6 
National  Guard  officers  and  166  Flying 
Cadets. 
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LECTURES  ON  El^GINSS  BY  CAPTAIN  SMITH 

Captain  George  F.  Smith,  Air  Corps,  on 
duty  at  the  Air  Corps  Materiel  Division, 
Vfright  Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  arrived  at 
Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on  November  20th, 
and  delivered  lectures  on  the  following 
^ two  days  to  the  student  body  «f  the  pre- 
I sent  class  undergoing  instruction  at  the 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School  on 
"Modern  Engines  and  Equipment. " The 
lectures,  which  were  very  interesting 
and  informative,  were  attended  by  a 
large  representation  of  the  permanent 
personnel  of  Kelly  Field.  Captain  Smith 
returned  to  his  home  station  on  Novem- 
ber 23rd. 

— — oOo— 


Brigadier  General  Barton  K.  Yount,  Air 
Corps,  Assistant  to  the  Chief  of  the  Air 
Corps,  has  been  relieved  from  command  of 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center  and  from 
assignment  and  duty  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  and  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
Washington,  D.C. 
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DIVISIONAL  AUTILLERY  DEMONS  THAT  I ON 

An  excellent  demonstration  of  the  use  of 
Divisional  Artillery  was  the  "show'*  put 
on  by  the  Infantry  School  at  Port 
Denning,  Ga. , on  the  afternoon  of  Novem- 
ber 14th  for  the  benefit  of  the  students 
in  th§  current  class  of  the  Air  Corps 
.Tactical  School.  • 

The  fast  moving ■ program  of  about  two 
and  one-half  hours,  in  which  the  various 
tj^es  of  artillery  fire  were  demonstrat- 
ed, gave  the  students  an  excellent  pic- 
ture to  combine  with  the  instruction 
which  is  being  ^,iii5>art6d . in  "Field  Ar- 
tillery" by  Lieut.  Colonel  Harold  H. . 
Rietine,  Field  Artillery. 

The  entire  class  of  76  students  made 
the  flight  to. Fort  Denning  in  the  fore- 
noon and  were  given  Imich  at  the  Offi- 
cers* Club  prior  to  the . demonstration. 

The  faculty  was  represented  by  Colonel, 
Millard  F,  Harmon.,  Air  Corps,  Assistant 
Commandant;  Lieut.  Colonel  Charles  P,  . 
Hall,  Infantry,  Director  of  the  Ground 
Arms  Department;  Lieut.  Colonel  Harold 
H.  Ristine,  Field  Artillery;  Major  Alden 
H,  Waitt,  C.W. S.,  Chemical  Warfare  In- 
structor; and  Lieut.  Commander  William 
H.  Buracker,  U.S.N. , Naval  Instructor. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  airplanes  at 
Maxwell  Field  it  was  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  loan  of  a C-33  airplane  from 
Langley  Field,  Va. , to  assist  in  the 
ferrying  of  the  students. 

This  was  the  second  ,of  the  annual  Fort 
Denning  demonstrations,  and  the  third, 
which  shows  the  '"Battalion  in  Attack," 
is  scheduled  for  the  afternoon  of  Decem- 
ber 2nd  and  will  be  a supplement  to  the 
Infantry  course  which  has  recently  been 
completed  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Allison  J.  Barnett,  Infantry. 

Tentative  arrangements  have  also  been 
made  to  send  the  class  to  Fort  Knox, 

Ken  tucks'- , about  December  9th,  for  a de- 
monstration of  mechanized  cavalry.  This 
demonstration  will  be  similar  to  the  one 
which  was  initiated  a year  ago.  It  is 
planned  to  fly  to  Fort  Knox  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  9th,  give  the  student 
officers  an  opportunity  to  ride  the  va- 
rious types  of  equipment  that  afternoon 
and  then  witness  a firing  demonstration 
by  the  combined  mechanized  units  on  the, 
morning  of  December  10th,  The  return 
flight  will  be  made  either  that  after- 
noon or  the  following  day,  as  desired  by 
the  individual  pilots.  At  this  writing 
Lieut.  Colonel  John  C.  Mullenix,  Cavalry, 
with  Captain  Robert  C.  Oliver,  Air  Corps, 
as  pilot,  are  at  present  on  a flight  to 
Fort  Knox  to  ’complete  the  necessary  de- 
tails for  the  flight  and  demonstration. 
oOo— 

PROGRESS  OP  INSTRUCTIQTAT  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

Section  B of  the  current  class  of,  stu- 
dents at  the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School, 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala. , were  prevented  by  ■ 


weather  from  completing  gunnery  practice 
at  the  Sglin  Field  gunnery  base  at 
Valparaiso,  Florida,  on  November  4th  and 
5th.  The  Section  flew  to  Valparaiso  on 
November  3rd,  but,  when  very  threatening 
T/eather  blew  in  on  Friday  morning  and 
was  forecast  to  remain  for  at  least  two 
days,  authority  was  given  the  commander 
to  ret-urn  the  students  at  his  discre- 
tion. The  entire  class  returned  the  af- 
•ternoon  of  November  ^th.  Operations  at 
the  gunnery  camp  were  conducted  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Warren  A. Maxwell, 
Air  Corps,  Post  Operations  Officer.  The 
fall  trips  of  the  Sections  to  the  gun- 
nery cajip  are  preliminary  for  the  entire 
week  of  instruction  which  is  scheduled 
for  next  May. 

Vfith  the  conroletion  of  courses  in 
Combat  Orders," Maps  and  Photographs, 
Combat  Principles,  Basic  Tactical  Func- 
tions of  Air  Force,  Infantry  and  Field 
Artillery,  the  class  has  become  well 
accustomed  to  the  routine  of  instruc- 
tion and  the  fairly  regular  quizes  and 
map  problems.  Many  of  the  students  are 
beginning  to  feel  more  at  home  now  that 
instruction  is  being  carried  on  in  Ob- 
servation and  P-ursuit  Aviation  and  Anti- 
aircraft Defense,  these  being  the  first 
of  the  Air  Corps  subjects  in  the  curric- 
ul-um. 

Classes  were  sc'neduled  to  close  at 
10:30  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  November  23rd, 
for  the  anniaal  Thanksgiving  holiday,  and 
were  to  be  res-umed  the  following  Mon- 
day. This  break  is  appreciated  by  the  ' 
students,  many  having  made  plans  to 
take  short  trips  d-uring  this  recess. 

— —oOo 

FIRST  PURSUIT  GROUP  ACTIVITIES 

On  November  12th,  the  17th,  27t'n, 

94th  and  Headq-uarters  hangars  at  Self- 
ridge  Field,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. , were 
prepared  in  A-1  shape  for  an  inspection 
of  hangars  'Dy  the  Group  Commander.  Fol- 
lowing the  hangar  inspection,  an  aerial 
review  v/as  flown,  with  44  planes  taking 
to  the  air,  going  into  formation  and 
passing  a colorful  review  before  the 
Group  Commander . 

The  27th  Pursuit  Squadron  has  been  in- 
dustriously pursuing  considerable  prac- 
tice in  ground  gunnery  at  Camp  Skeel, 
Oscoda,  Micgigan,  prior  to  actual  ground 
gunnery.  A series  of  discussions  were 
held  concerning  the  machine  . gun 
sights,  and  various  problems  which  were 
to  be  encountered  with  the  P-35  air- 
planes. For  most  of  the 'pilots  in  the 
Squadron  this  marked  the  first  actual 
gunnery  practice,  and  they  were  all 
very  well  pleased  with  the  results. 

The  94th  Pursuit  Squadron  is  receiv- 
ing some  new  P-36A  Pursuit  airplanes 
from  the  C-urties  airplane  factory,  and 
the  personnel  are  taking  great  pride  in 
shining  these  new  "Sky  Chariots." 


V-7909,  A.C. 


. ^ IMPPRTAMI  REIS  , . . . „ 

Eeprintea  trom  "Aiaerican  Aviation" 

In  these  days  of  fast-moving  historic 
events  it  is  easy  to  overlook  happenings 
of  far-reaching  socio-political  signifi- 
cance. The  daily  news  reporter  snatches 
hits  of  the  stories  of  the  honr  hn-t  in 
the  pressure  of  the  routine  news  he  is 
rarely  able  to  portray  impassively  the 
broad  import  of  the  great  changes  taking 
place  in  the  world  today. 

Six  months  ago  the  Czechoslovakian 
crisis  was  merely  a scheduled  event  for 
the  future.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  had  his  mind  on  many  problems  but 
it  could  not  be  said  that  aviation  or 
air  defense  was  really  one  of  them. 

Civil  aviation  was  still  being  directed 
by  a single  government  bureau  in  a large 
federal  department  and  commercial  air 
transport  was  merely  a nuisance  factor 
in  two  other  large  governmental  agencies. 

But  history  moves  fast  these  days.  The 
Czechoslovakian  crisis  brought  bitter  re- 
alization to  more  than  one  European 
country  that  aerial  force  was  the  great- 
est single  determining  factor  in  the  re- 
lationships of  nations.  Some  have  real- 
ized that  for  a long  time,  but  it  took 
this  one  crisis  and  the  resulting  shift 
in  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  to 
drive  home  this  one  dominant  new  factor 
in  the  world' s history. 

Aviation  in  the  United  States  has  en- 
tered a new  phase  of  its  advancement  and 
development.  The  creation  of  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  AuthoiiJjy  was  not  born  of  a 
European  crisis,  but  its  creation  and 
organization  is  now  playing  a vital  part 
in  this  nation's  national  defense  - and 
the  key  to  national  defense  is  air  de- 
fense. 

Within  six  months  all  domestic  civil 
aviation  has  been  centralized  in  an  in- 
dependent -federal  agency;  within  six 
months  the  White  House  has  changed  from 
an  attitude  of  mild  concern  about  avia- 
tion to  an  attitude  of  vital  concern; 
and  within  six  months  the  military  and 
naval  aviation  interests  have  become 
linked  closely  with  commercial  develop- 
ment. Within  a short  space  of  time  the 
federal  recognition  of  aviation  has  been 
raised  from  a minor  to  a major  status. 

In  the  extensive  plans  for  expansion 
of  our  air  defense,  commercial  aviation 
will  benefit.  The  airways  are  to  be  com- 
pleted, the  airport  system  strengthened, 
and_ pilots  and  mechanics  are  to  be  train- 
ed in_ large  numbers.  The  vast  machinery 
of  building  a great  air  force  cannot  be 
set  in  motion  overnight;  results  will 
not  come  quickly.  But  it  is  clear'  that 
we  are  entering  a new  era  of  expansion 
on  all  fronts  that  will  place  aviation 
•ut  in  the  front.  Por  the  first  time, 
really,  aviation  is  getting  a major  at- 
tention in  Washington.  There  has  been 
much  ballyhoo  in  the  past  about  air  de- 
fense and  about  the  promotion  of  avia- 
tion, but  the  ballyhoo  has  exceeded  by 
far  the  actual  consideration  these  mat- 


ters were  getting  from  the  sources  of 
power  in  the  capital, 

The  big  news  of  today  is  that  aviation 
is  moving  into  high  gear.  It  is  no . 

I longer  a side  issue.  It  is  a matter  of 
j vital  national  and  international  concern. 
1 The  airplane  has  made  itself  felt  in 
many  ways  and  a few^nations  had  the  fore- 
sight to  see  it  as  the  one.  dominating 
weapon.  As  one  airline  president  said 
in  a recent  advertising  messagei  "The 
new  era  of  aviation  is  not  coming.  It 
i s li@3r6 

^ - Prom  AMERICAN  AYIATIOH. 

— oOo- — 

COLONEL  WEIR  DEPARTS  PROM  PAlWlA. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Benjamin  G,  Weir,  for- 
merly commanding  officer  of  Albrook 
Pie Id,  sailed  from  the  Panama  Canal  De- 
partment on  October  28th  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  his  tour  of  duty  there.  Un-. 
til  his  departure.  Colonel  Weir  was  Ex- 
ecutive Officer  of  the  19th  Wing,  and 
after  a vacation  at  his  camp  in  Maine 
he  will  proceed  to  March  Pield,  Calif. , 
for  station.  Ironically  enough, 

Colonel  Weir,  who  has  honored  so  many 
departing  officers  with  aerial  salutes, 
was  himself  denied  that  honor  when  heavy 
rain,  always  unpredictable  in  Panama, 
closed  in  behind  the  take-off  of  the 
parading  squadrons  of  Bombardment  and 
Attack  planes,  cutting  them  off  from 
transport  and  field  alike.  Unable  to 
return  home,  the  pilots  beat  the  rain 
into  Rio  Ha  to  by  a scant  m.argin,  and 
there  the  crews  were  thrown'  upon  the 
hospitality  of  the  24th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron' s gunnery  camp  for  the  night. 

oOo 

PANAMA  PURSUITERS  RETURN  PROM 
AER lAL  GUNNERY  PRACT I CE . 

The  24th  Pursuit  Squadron  returned  to 
Albrook  Pield,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  from 
the  gunnery  camp  at  Rio  Hato  on  the 
morning  of  October  31st,  after  two  weeks 
in  the  field.  Despite  an  unusual  amount 
of  rainfall,  all  events  went  through  on 
schedule,  and  the  entire  program  was 
completed.  Upon  their  return  they  found 
some  shiny  P-26's  in  their  hangar,  Santa 
Claus  had  come  and  gone! 

oOo 


Colonel  Rush  B.  Lincoln,  Air  Corps, 
has  been  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps, 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  assigned  to  sta- 
tion at  March  Pield,  Riverside,  Calif. 

Colonel  Byron  .0.  Jones,  Air  Corps, 
has  been  relieved  from  duty  as  instruc- 
tor at  the  Army  War  College,  Port 
Humphreys,  D. C.,  and  assigned  to  the 
Panama  Canal  Department. 

Captain  Alfred  A.  Kessler,  Jr. , Air 
Corps,  stationed  at  Wright  Pield, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps. 
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SIGNIFICANT  AVIATION  NEWS 


Under  the  heading  "White  House  Plane 
World's  Greatest  Air  Force  for  U. S.," 
the  semi-«raonthly  publication  AMERICAN 
AVIATION,  for  Ncvember  15th,  states  that 
"Most  significant  aviation  news  in  many  a 
moon  is  determination  of  the  current 
Washington  administration  to  build  for 
tjhe  Unload  States  the  world's  greatest 
air  force.  Coincidentally  the  plans 
will  be  a boon  to  all  commercial  avia- 
tion. We  quote  from  .AMERICAN  AVIATION: 

"This  new  policy  represents  a conver- 
sion of  President  Roosevelt  - a Eig-Navy 
man  - to  airplanes  as  the  greatest 
single  need  for  national  defense.  The 
Munich  Conference  was  the  predominating 
reason  for  the  present  concern  in  the 
White  House  for  air  defense.  Two  men  - 
Col.  Louis  Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  "War,  and  the  President's  son,  James, 
are  credited  with  being  the  two  most  in- 
fluential persons  in  focusing  the  mind 
of  the  President  on  aviation. 

"Second  most  significant  aviation  news 
is  the  fact  that  Civil  Aeronautics  Autho- 
rity is  being  drawn  into  national  defense 
plans  in  a close  and  intimate  way.  It 
appears  clear  that  the  United  States 
will  now  follow  the  European  method  of 
coordinating  civil  aviation  closely  with 
the  military  and  naval. 

"It  was  also  learned  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  abolished  the  inter-department- 
al committee  on  aviation  aiid  is  now  re- 
lying solely  on  an  unofficial  'air 
cabinet'  conprised  of  the  Armj’-,  the  Navy 
and  the  CAA.  Other  agencies  such  as  the 
State  Department  are  included  but  not  on 
the  same  par. 

"With  Louis  Johnson  as  the  ringleader 
and  spokesman,  many  conferences  have 
been  held  within  the  past  month,  with 
the  CAA 'represented  each  time.  The  next 
few  months  will  see  numerous  important 
national  defense  plans  announced. 

"The  number  cf  Ariry  planes  will  be  in- 
creased to  a total  estimated  at  7,000  to 
10,000,  according  to  unofficial  reports. 
It  is  significant  that  the  White  House 
has  laid  stress  upon  the  Army,  while 
nothing  has  been  said  about  Increasing 
the  number  cf  Navy  aircraft. 

"A  program  of  training  mechanics  is  to 
be  undertaken  at  an  early  date,  probably 
by  the  National  Youth  Administration 
with  the  aid  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Authority. 

"A  broad  training  plan  for  pilots  is 
in  the  wind  with  likelihood  of  federal 
aid  or  subsidy  in  some  form.  This  sub- 
sidy may  take  the  form  of  'educational 
grants,'  but  the  actual  plan  has.  not  yet 
been  completed. 

"Those  who  have  visited  at  the  vJiite 
House  recently  indicate  that  national 
defense  is  uppermost  in  the  President's 
mind  and  that  his  chief  interest  is  in 
the  air  force.  To  the  industry  this  is 
enco^ii'=i.ging  news  as  the  President  has 
never  been  personally  avid  about  avia- 


j tion  in  any  of  its  phases.  The  Soropeai 
! situation  with  its  conqplete  surrender  of 
I Great  Britain  to  the  Fascist  powers  and 
! consistent  reports  of  Germany' s large 
j air  force,  is  the  principal  reason  for 
the  new  interest  by  the  lllhite  House  in 
the  air. 

"Any  program  that  will  be  undertaken 
will  of  necessity  be  a long-term  one. 

The  Air  Corps  and  the  industry  well  know 
that  airplanes  can't  be  built  in.  a short 
time  and  that  if  a goal  cf  7,000  craft 
is  established,  some  years  Y/ill  be  ne- 
cessary for  fruition.  But  there  is  no 
question  now  that  the  administration  is. 
determined  to  have  an  air  defense  seconc 
to  none  in  the  world. 

"'The  national  defense  program  will 
j benefit  every  phase  of  civil  aviation, 

I Part  of  the  program  is  the  strengthenin, 
j of  the  air  transport  system,  while  othe' 

I parts  will  be  the  training  of  pilots  aiii 
I mechanics  and  the  improvement  of  air- 
I ports.  The  airways  system  will  be  cora- 
I pleted  at  an  early  date.  This  will  re- 
' quire  man  pewer  and  airplanes.  But  the 
! coordination  of  civil  aeronautics  v/ith 
I the  military  is  a new  step  in  the  Amer- 
ican government  and  will  tend  to  bring 
the  civil  phases  into  the  sphere  of  in- 
fluence of -the  military. 

"Vfashington  was  no  little  interested 
when  the  President,  on  Oct.  28,  visited 
the  Naval  Air  Station  at  Anacostia  to 
see  some  of  the  new  Navy  airplanes. 

With  him  were  Army  and  Navy  officials 
and  members  of  the  CAA. 

"Chief  attraction  at  Anacostia  was  the 
Navy's  new  $1,000,000  experimental 
long-range  bomber  constructed  by  Consol- 
idated A,ircraft  Corp. , San  Diego,  which 
had  flown  non-stop  from  San  Diego  in  IS 
hours  and  55  minutes.  At  the  controls 
of  the  huge  25-ton  boat  was  Lieut.  Cornell 
Andrew  Crinkley,  who  has.  been  conductirit, 
acceptance  tests.  With  a crew  of  15 
the  flying  boat  is  capable  of  flying 
4,000  miles  without  refueling.  Without 
landing  gear  equipment,  the  boat  flew 
2,300  miles  across  land. 

"The  Consolidated  boat  is  powered  wit] 
four  14-cylinder  Pratt  & IWiitney  en- 
gines. Its  wing  span  is  115  feet  and  it 
measures  23  feet  3 inches  in  height.  ‘.ITie 
President  also  viewed  other  typos  of 
planes  and  indicated  that  he  will  keep 
close  watch  on  aviation  in  the  future." 

■ oOo 

Major  George  L.  Usher,  Air  Corps, 

Chief  of  the  Personnel  Division,  Office 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Air  Corps,  Washing- 
ton, D. C.,  was  promoted  to  the  grade  cf 
Lieut.  Colonel  (temporary)  from  Novem- 
ber 20,  1938. 

Captain  Edward  A.  Hillery,  Air  Corps, 
was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Major  (tem- 
porary) from  November  21,  1938. 

Major  Albert  W.  Stevens,  Air  Corps, 
for  a number  of  years  on  duty  at  Wright 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  assigned 
to  Hqrs.  2nd  Corps  Area,  Governors 
Island,  New  York,  for  duty. 
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activities  if  HAWAIIAN  DEPARTMENT  j 

During  the  latter  part  of  October , the  | 
23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  was  engaged  in  I 
flying  nightly  cooperative  missions  for  '| 
the  64th  Coast  Artillery  (Anti-Aircraft)  .| 
Plying  at  a high  altitude  without  lights 
on  predetermined  courses,  the_B-18’s  of 
the  Squadron  gave  the  searchlight  bat- 
teries good  practice  in  tracking.  _ Excel- 
lent radio  contact  enabled  both  units  to 
cooperate  to  the  utmost.  On  several  mis- 
sions officers  of  the  Coast  Artillery 
Corps  flew  in  the  tracking  planes  to  ob- 
serve the  practice  from  the  air. 

The  News  Letter  Correspondent  states 
that  as  a result  of  the  missions,  it  is 
expected  that  in  the  future  both  the  Air 
Corps  and  Coast  Artillery  personnel  will 
have  a better  insight  into  the  problem 
»f  illuminating  airplanes  during  night 
attacks. 


The  23rd  Bombardment  Squadron  conduct-  | 
ed  the  Quarterly  Load  Test  on  October  i 
21th  wiUi  satisfactory  results.  A per-  j 
foritance  flight  involving  the  use  of  | 
• xygen,  a bombing  attack,  machine  gam  ! 
practice  and  a communications  check  were  | 
incorporated  in  the  mission.  j 

A stren^AOus  two -week  period  of  maneuv-  | 
ers  by  the  4th  Reconnaissance  Squadron  I 
with  the  Coast  Artillery  was  on  the  pro-  j 
gram  for  the  month  of  November,  the  oper-j 
ations  involving  a series  of  day  and  | 
night  missions  to  develop  and  test_ 
methods  of  attack  and  defense.  This 
maneuver  period  was  to  be  followed  by_ 
two  weeks  of  demolition  bombing  practice. 


72nd  Bombardment  Squadron,  with  heavy 
schedules  daily  in  bombing  and  gunnery 
training.  This  training  is  well  under 
way  to  being  completed. 

- oOo — - 

■ 79TH  SQUADRON’S  FIRST  MiARiNE  DISASTER 

Lieut.  "Skipper"  Woolams,  owner  of  an 
18-foot  sailboat,  while  giving, his  crew 
a work-out  on  Cross  Lake  one  windy, af- 
ternoon in  November,  ran  into  difficul- 
ties with  cross  winds  and  the  boat  cap- 
sized in  the  middle  of  the  lake.  Lieuts. 
Chick  and  Marett  began  swimming  toward 
shoi'f^  for  help,  while  Lieuts.  Ferguson 
and  ¥oolams  upheld  the  tradition  of  the 
high  seas  and  stayed  with  their  ship. 

Later  on  in  the  evening,  another  boat- 
ing party,  sighting  the  disabled  sailing 
craft,  rescued  the  two  mariners  clinging 
desperately  to  its  sides,  also  Lieut. 
Marett,  who  was  found  about  a hundred 
yards  from  shore  in  a very  exhausted 
condition.  Lieut.  Chick  had  finally 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  mainland,  af- 
ter shedding  the  greater  portion  of  his 
attire  in  the  icy  waters  of  the  lake, 
and  was  found  struggling  along  toward 
civilization  on  cramped  legs,  still  in- 
tent upon  finding  help. 

The  liev/s  Letter  Correspondent  states 
that,  although  there  is  a marked  lack 
of  enthusiasm  on  the  subject  of  sailing 
among  the  junior  officers  of  the  79th 
Pursuit  Squadron,  Barksdale  Field,  La. , 
since  the  above  incident  occurred,  "we 
are  nevertheless  very  proud  of  our  true 
sons  of  the  ’Briney  deep.'" 

oOo 


The  33  st  Bombardment  Squadron  during 
the  past  two  months  limited  its  flying 
activities  to  the  minimum  requirements, 
devoting  most  of  its  energies  to  the  con- 
struction of  temporary  buildings  for 
mess  and  recreational  facilities.  At 
this  time  all  of  the  scheduled  construc- 
tion is  well  under  way,  and  the  job  . 
should  be  completed  during  the  month  of 
December,  provided  the  weather  and  the 
supplies  on  hand  permit.  "Tent  City"  at 
Hickam  Field  is  beginning  to  blossom 
forth  with  a new  growth  of  bermuda  grass 
which  should  tend  to  beautify  the 
scenery  to  a considerable  extent. 


With  the  assembly  completed  on  four 
B-18  airplanes,  the  50th  Reconnaissance 
Squadron  of  Luke  Field  finally  entered 
into  select  company  with,  as  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  puts  it,  real 
"honest-to-go sh"  airplanes  to  fly.  Under 
the  supervision  of  Captain  J.R.  Anderson, 
Squadron , Engineering  Officer,  the  assemb- 
ly was  completed  rapidly  in  spite  of  a 
Keystone  environment.  For  the  first 
time  in  several  months,  the  Sq^uadron  is 
now  able'  to  carry  out  tactical  flying. 


October  was  a very  busy  month  for  the 


MORE  MEDALS  FOR  LT. DENS FORD’ S COLLECTION 

First-  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Densford,  Air 
Corps,  re.turned  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
on  November  9th,  after  establishing  a 
new  world's  record  for  .38  caliber  re- 
volvers in  rapid  firing  at.  Savannah, 

Ga, , as  reported  by  the  Kelly  Field  Cor- 
! respondent  in  the  previous  issue  of  the 
I Air  Corps  News  Letter, 
i Enroute  to  Kelly  Field,  Lieut. 

I Densford,  who  participated  in  the  match- 
i es  held  in  that  fairest  of  southern 
I cities  while  on  a routine  navigation 
I training  flight,  was  taken  ill  at  Fort 
iBenning,  Ga. , and  put  to  bed  at  the  Sta- 
I tion  Hospital  until  he  recovered  suffi- 
I ciently  to  fly  his  plane  back  to  his 
home  station.  Upon  rep'^rting,  he  proud- 
; ly  displayed  some  eight  medals  he  cap- 
I tured  at  the  meet  and,  above  all,  was 
jfull  of  praise  of  the  hospitality  ex- 
i tended  him- by  the  good  people  of  _ 
i Savannah,  who  had  charge  of  conduct!^ 

I the  South  Atlantic  Pistol  Championship 
jraatches  and  which,  according  to  Lieut. 
Densford,  were  a decided  success. 

Meriting- par ticular  praise,  according 
to  Lieutj  Densford,  was  Captain  J.  J. 
Continued  on  Page  11) . 
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ACTIVITIES  AT  RANDOLPH  FIELD,  TEXAS 


The  Primary  Stage  at  Randolph  Field, 
tho  "Woet  Point  the  Air,"  Btartingthe 
Octohor  class  with  333  student  pilots 
7/ho  reported  to  the  line  for  training, 
has  Bolced  almost  one-half  of  the  class - 
-50  to  be  emet  - with  the  only  accident 
being  a bent  axle.,  lith  the  class  fly- 
ing time  average  at  nine  hours,  this 
large  number  of  soloes  is  considered  out- 
standing. The  Primary  Stage  reports 
tdat  two  days  have  been  lost  due  to 
wep.ther. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  Basic  side  of  the 
field,  soloing  the  BT-O’s  is  a thing  of 
the  past  for  the  student  pilots.  It  is 
expected  that  instrument  training,  as 
well  as  night  flying,  will  be  started  in 
the  near  future  in  order  that  a portion 
of  this  work  may  be  completed  before  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Praise  continues  to 
come  in  for  the  "eyebrow"  slots  recently 
installed  on  all  Basic  trainers  at 
Randolph  Field.  (See,  cover  page). 

Jvlany  Flying  Cadets  at  Randolph  Field 
financed  their  own  college  careers  to 
obtain ^the  necessary  educational  require- 
ments for  admission.  They  have  raised 
the  necessary  educational  funds  by  vari- 
ous means,  but  few  of  them  have  been  more 
unusual  than  the  method  eiroloyed  by  Cadet 
E.B.  Boyce,  of  New  York  City,  who  gave  up 
his  own  life's  blood  in  order  to  fly  for 
his  country.  Cadet  Boyce  replenished 
his  exchequer  by  acting  as  a professional 
blood  donor. 


Rights  of  way  for  these  telephone  lines 
have  been  tentatively  secured  from  the 
nuinerous  property  owners.  The  installa- 
tion of  telephones  at  these  fields  is 
deemed  necessary  in  case  of  emergency, 
as  well  as  for  the  handling  of  routine 
businosa  during  flying  training. 

Bexar  County,  Texas,  State  Highway 
Department;  tiie  M-K-T  Railroad,  Texas 
and  New  Orleans  Railroad,  as  well  as 
many  private  owners,  all  were  involved 
in  the  securing  of  the  right  of  way  by 
the  Randolph  Field  Quartermaster's 
Office. 


Model  airplanes  are  all  the  rage  in 
the  Student  Officers  Detacliment  at 
Randolph  Field.  "Kits"  are  purchased 
with  much  regularity  by  the  student 
pilots,  who  spend. much  of  their  spare 
time  in  the  construction  of  the  models, 
i'or  the  price  of  a dime,  if  oae  is 
lucky,  after  innumerable  hourgj  of 
slivers,  cement  and, general  cessing,  a 
real  flying  model  is  produced*  If,  how- 
ever, as  often  happens,  a "cr£>ck-up" 
mars  the  initial  flight,  another  "Kit" 
is  purchased  and  the  task  ig  started  all 
over  again. 


First  Lieut.  Frederic  H.  Miller,  Jr., 
Air  Co^s,  was  detailed  to  duty  7/ith  the 
Academic _ Department  on  November  1,  1938.  j 
Lieut. _ Miller  is  considered  especially  , 
qualified  for  this  detail  in  view  of  his  j 
educational  and  military  attainments,  i 

having  graduated  from  Purdue  University  ■ 
v/ith  a B.S.  degree  in  Electrical  Fngin-  ' 
eering  in  1932,  and  frera  the  Air  Corps  I 
Training  Center  in  October,  1933.  Since  I 
entering  the  Army  as  a Flying  Cadet  on  i 
October  8,  1952,  with  the  exception  of  j 
three  days  which  Intervened  between  de-  | 
tails  to  active  duty  while  o.  Reserve  of-  j 
ficer,  Lieut.  Miller’s  service  with  the  i 
Air  Corps  has  been  continuous.  I 

Captain  Guy  B.  Henderson,  Air  Corps,  j 
the  instructor  in  Air  Navigation,  has  i 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Mater-  j 
iel  Division,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  • 
Ohio,  and  procure  data  on  recently  de- 
Veloped  instruments,  which  data  will  I 
supplement  the  texts  used  in  the  naviga-  I 
tion  course  at  the  Primary  Flying  School. i 

' I 

Talepliones  will  be  Installed  at  tue  i 
three  outlying  airdromes  of  the  Primary  | 
Stage  at  Randolph  Field,  according  to  an  i 
approval  recently  received  from  the  War  | 
Department.  The  three  fields  in  use  by  . 
the  Basic  Stage  will  not  be  so  equipped,  : 
since  there  are  radio  facilities  thereat. i 

-7 


Captain.  Bernard  A.  Bridget,  Air  Corps, 
was  assigned  to  the  52nd  School  Squad- 
ron and  joined  it  on  November  1,  1933. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  Basic  Stage 
Commander,  he  was  detailed  as  Sauadron 
Adjutant. 

The  second  real  Norther  of  the  season 
BW'ept  down  on  Randolph  Field  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  November  6th,  when  the  ther- 
mometer dropped  40  degrees  in  seven 
hours,  according  to  the  Post  Weather 
Station.  A low  of  28  was  reportsd  dur- 
ing the  cold  snap  that  sent  all  flying 
personi^el  into  winter  equipment  for  the 
second  time. 

Extensive  research  is  being  carried  on 
by  the  Post  Weather  Office  personnel 
concerning  fog  formation.  Tho  research 
covers  the  relationship  of  the  tenpera- 
ture  and  dew-point  of  a wet  or  dry  sur- 
face on  a cloudy  or  clear  day.  Two 
charts  are  being  drawn  up,  me  shov/ing 
the  tenperature  and  dew-point  on  a 
cloudy  day  with  a wet  or  dry  surface, 
and  the  other  shov/ing  the  temperature 
and  dew-point  on  a dry  day,  with  a wet 
or  dry  surface.  Tliis  is  slow  and  tedi- 
ous work,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
results  shown  from  these  charts  will  be 
well  worth  the  time  and  trouble. 

Lieut.  Don  Zimmerman,  Post  Weather 
Officer,  and  Private  Ist  Class  Spikes, 
Student  Forecaster  in  the  Post  Weather 
Office,  ma.de  an  extended  cross-couiitry 
flight  to  Patterson  Field,  Ohio,  on  of- 
ficial business.  They  photographed  va- 
( Continued  on  Page  8 ). 
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HARMON  TROPHY  AWARDED  79th  SQUADRON 


77TH  SQUADRON  RECEIVES,  LUKE  TROPHY 


On  Novemher  12th,  each  raemher  of  the 
79th  Pursuit  Squadron,  Barksdale  Field, 

La. , was  very  proud  to  receive  the  j 

Harmon  Efficiencj^  Trophy,  which  is  award-i 
ed  each  calendar  year  to  the  most  effi-  j 
dent  squadron  at  Barksdale  Field  on  the  | 
following  factors:  Maintenance  of  air-  | 
planes;  conduct  of  T.R.  440-40;  coraple-  !' 
tion  War  Department  (GHQ)  Training 
Directive;  maintenance  of  Barracks  and 
grounds;  appearance  of  personnel;  air- 
plane accidents;  forced  landings;  effi- 
ciency of  airplane  maintenance;  venereal  i 
rate  and  Court-Martial  rate. 

This  Trophy  v/as  awarded  by  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Shreveport,  La. , in  honor  of 
Colonel  Millard  F.  Harmon,  former  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  20th  Pursuit 
Group,  and  it  was  presented  to  Captain 
Thayer  S.  Olds,  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  79th  Pursuit  Squadron,  by  Brigadier 
General  Frederick  L.  Martin,  Commanding 
the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force,  in  the 
absence  of  Major  General  Frank  M, 

Andrews,  GHQ  Air  Force  Commander,  wh'j 
was  unable  to  attend  the  presentation  i 

ceremonies  as  had  been  planned.  j 

.oOo — — j 

i 

INSIGNIA  FOR  55TH  PURSUIT  SQUADRON 

For  the  first  time  since  its  inception 
as  an  active  unit  in  November,  1925,  the 
Squadron  insignia  of  the  55th  Pijrsuit 
Squadron  greets  the  eye  of  the  onlookers 
from  the  sides  of  its  planes. 

The  insignia  as  approved  is  described  j 
as  follows: 

On  a yellow  disk  bordered  in  blue, 
placed  in  saltire  and  interlaced  with  a 
blue  annulet  a winged  arrow  point  up  and 
winged  sword  point  down,  both  black  and 
that  portion  on  the  yellow  border.  The 
yellow  disk  and  blue  border  represent 
the  sun  and  sky,  and  the  winged  arrow 
the  fast  rate  of  climb  of  a plane  start- 
ing into  the  sky,  passing  through  the 
sun’ s rays  and  again  into  the  sl<y.  The 
winged  sword  symbolized  power  and  de- 
struction, and  'w'ith  the  point  placed 
downward  denotes  the  pursuit  plane's 
method  of  launching  an  attack.  The 
annulet  interlaced  with  the  sword  and 
arroT/  produces  a fret , which  signifies 
^unity.  The  colors  are  those  of  the  Air 
Corps.  j 


The  Frank  Luke  Memorial  Award,  which 
is  presented  annually  to  the  Pursuit 
squadron  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force  with  the 
highest  scoring  average  in  aerial  gun- 
nery, v/as  presented  to  the  77th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  20th  Pursuit  Group,  GHQ  Air 
Force,  stationed  at  Barksdale  Field, La. , 
on  November  5,  1938,  by  Brigadier 
General  Frederick  L.  Martin,  Commanding 
the  Third  Wing,  GHQ  Air  Force. 

This  is  the  second  consecutive  year 
that  the  77th  Pursuit  Squadron  has  won 
this  coveted  honor. 


Congratulations  are  in  order  for 
Lieut.  Cecil  P.  Lessig,  of  the  77th  P^Jr- 
suit'  Squadron,  winner  of  the  Flournoy 
Harris  Award,  given  in  recognition  of 
the  highest  individual  gunnery  score 
in  the  20th  Pursuit  Group. 

oOo — .- 

RECRUITING  DRIVE  FOR  KELLY  FIELD 

As  a result  "f  the  intensive  recruit- 
ing drive  made  by  the  various  recruiting 
agencies  at  San  Antoni®  and  adjacent 
cities  and  posts,  all  vacancies  in  the 
enlisted  ranks  of  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
have  been  filled.  Kelly  Field  was  al- 
lotted an  increase  of  100  enlisted  men 
during  the  month  of  September,  and  all 
vacancies  were  filled  during  the  first 
week  of  November,  bringing  the  enlisted 
strength  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School  to  1079.  Most  of  the  men 
who  were  enlisted  and  assigned  to  the 
various  organizations  have  been  receiv- 
ing recruit  instruction,  and  as  they 
become  qualified  they  are  being  turned 
to  duty  to  help  the  man-sized  job  of 
maintaining  the  156  various  type  air- 
planes nc  ,■  assigned  to  Kelly  Field. 

— — oOo- 

Randolph  Field  Activities 
'('Continued  from  Page  ?) 

rious  types  of  cloud  formations  enroute, 
mainly  the  type  of  clouds  found  in  the 
vicinity  of  a warn  or  cold  front.  Since 
cloud  formations  are  a distinct  advant- 
age to  the  forecaster,  these  photographs 
should  be  of  great  value  to  the  Post 
Weather  Office. 

— oOo— — 


As  a result  of  an  unsatisfactory  re- 
port, the  55th  Pursuit  Squadron  recently 
received  authority  to  change  squadron 
identification  color  from  white  to  blue. 
This  change  was  requested  due  to  the 
fact  that  all  new  planes  are  aluminum  in 
color,  making  the  white  nose  cowlings 
show  up  very  poorly  in  contrast.  Letter 
from  the  Chief  wf  the  Materiel  Division, 
dated  November  12,  1938,  states  that 
Technical  Order  07-1-1  is  being  revised 
to  authorize  the  changes. 


During  two  weeks  in  November,  the 
Transient  Aircraft  Hangar,  11th  Air 
Base,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  serviced 
66  Array  airplanes,  including  ®ne  flight 
of  six. 

The  Aero  Repair  con^jleted  repairs  on 
13  airplanes  during  this  period.  The 
types  of  airplanes  repaired  were  as 
follows:  4 BT-9's,  .1  PT-3  and  8 
PT-13'  s. 
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A lamentable  airplane  accident  at  La 
Gi*ange,  Ga. , on  the  ni^ht  of  November  ■ 
18th,  exacted  a toll  oi  eight  lives,  the 
dead  being; 

1st  Lieut.  James  U.  Stewart,  Medical 
Corps,  Randolph  Rield,  I'exae. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  Kirkland  Black,  Air 
Corps,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  John  D,  Madre,  Air  Reserve, 
Mi tchel_ Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Robert  R.  McICechnie,  Air 
Reserve,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

2nd  Lieut.  Allen  M.  Hcwery,  Air  Re- 
serve, Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. 

Staii  Sergeant  Harry  T,  Jones,  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. 

Corporal  Jerry  E.  Galloway,  Hensley 
Field,  Texas.  ' ’ 

Private  Joseph  J.  Nanartowich,'  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. 

Six  of  the  eight  men  listed  above  were 
killed  at  the  time  of  the  crash.  The 
two  who  temporarily  survived  the  crash 
were  Lieut.  Madre  and  Private  Np.narto- 
Vfich.  The  latter  died  in  a hospital  at 
La  Grange  shortly  after  he  was  taken 
there,  and  Lieut.  Madre,  -also  takeii  to  a 
hospital  at  La  Grange,  died  on  the  morn- 
ing of. November  22nd. 

The  Bombing  plane,  piloted  by  Lieut. 
Black,  was  enroute  from  Mitchel  Field  to 
Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  The  flight  was  of  a 
routine  nature.  The  trip  was  without  in- 
cident until  a wind  and-rain  storm  were 
encountered  over  Georgia. 

Major  Warren  A.  Maxv;ell,  Air  Corps,  of 
Maxell  Field,  Ala,  , stated  that  he  ob- 
tained a description  of  tne  crash  from 
Private  Nanartowich  before  he  died. 

"We  were  following  the  lighted  airway 
from  Atlanta  to'  Montgomery,  flying  under 
the  ovei  cast, '*  Major  Warren  said  the  dy-  j 
ing  man  told  him.  "Without  warning,  we  | 
hit  an  air  bump  which  dropped  us  between 
100  and  200  feet.  Then  we  crashed  into 
the  tree  tops.  The  ship  broke  into 
flames  as  it  struck.  Several  of  the  in- 
jured were  thrown  about  150  feet  from  the 
wreckage." 


_ Lieut.  Stewart  was  born  in  New  York 
City  on  January  26,  1909.  He  received 
his  B.S,  degree  from  the  College  of  the 
City  cf  New  York  in  1931,  and  his  M,  D. 
degree  from  Cornell  University  in  1935, 

He  was  commissioned  a first  lieutenant 
in  the  Medical  Corps,  U. 3.  Army,  June  2, 

1937. 

Lieut,  Stewart  graduated  from  the  Army  j 
Medical  School  in  1937,  and  the  Medical  I 
Field  Service ■ School,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  in 

1938.  For  several  years  he  had  been  ' 
ouite  interested  in  aviation  and  had  pro-' 
gressed  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  i 

) granted  a pilot's  rating  by  the  U. S.  De- 
partment of  Commerce.  Following  the , • 
completion  of  his  duties  at  Carlisle,  he' 
was  assigned  to  the  School  of  Aviation 
Medicine,  Randolph  Field,  Texas,  for  the 
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course  beginning  July  15,  1938,  and  he 
was  graduated  from  this  institution  on 
November  12,  1938.  His  last  assignment 
was  the  Station  Hospital,  Randolph  Field 
At  the  School  of  Aviation  Medicine  he 
was  considered  at  outstanding  student 

I and  was  referred  to  in  their  estimate  cf 
him  as  alart,  aggressive,  very  coopera- 
tive, conscientious,  resourceful  and  di- 
ligent. 

j He  is  survived,  by  his  mother  and  wife. 
In  his  death  both  the  Medical  profcssioi 
and  the  Aumy  lost  the  services  of  a val- 
uable and  stimulating  member. 


Lieut,  Black  was  born  at  Brooklyn,  N.I 
June  7,  1907.  After  graduating  from 
grammar  school  and  high  school,  he  at- 
tended the.  Sewanee  Military  Academy  for 
one  year  and  Amherst  College  for  2-g- 
5'’ears. 

Appointed  a flying  cadet  in  the  Army 
Air  Corps,  he  grad;ia.ted  from  the  Primar'y 
Flying  School,  Brooks  Field,  Texas,  June 
29,  1928,  and  from  the  Advanced  Flying 
Sc'hocl,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  October  20, 
19.28.  He  specialized  in  Pursuit  avia- 
tion, Rated  as  Airplane  Pilot  and  ap- 
pointed a second  lieutenant  in  the  Air 
Reserve  upon  his  gradua,tion  from  Kelly 
Field,  Lieut,  Black  was  assigned  to  ex- 
tended active  duty  with  the  1st  Pursuit 
Group  at  Selfridge  Field,  Mt..  Clemens, 
Mich. 

At  his  own  request,  Lieut.  Black  was 
relieved  from- active  duty  on  April  20, 
1929,  in  order  to  accept  a position  in 
commercial  aviation  as  a flying  instruc- 
tor. During  the  course  of  his  career 
commercial  aviation,  he  was  a 'flying.  in- 
structor with  the  Chinese  Army,  and 
later  was  en^^loyed  as  a pilot  by  a com- 
mercial aviation  company  in  Manila,  P, I. 
On  several  occasions  he  served  short  pe- 
riods of  active  duty  with  the  Air  Corps' 
under  his  status  as  a Reserve  officer. 

. ^Vhile  in  Manila,  Lieut.  Black  ;passed 
the  examination  for  appointment  in  the 
Air  Corps,  Regular  Army,  and  he  was  com- 
missioned a second  lieutenant  on  October 
1,  1936,  and  assigned  to  duty  at  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y.  He  qualified  as  a Dead 
Reckoning  Navigator  with  the  GHQ  Air 
Force. 


Lieut s.  McKecimie,  Howery  and  Madre, 
classmates  at  the  Air  Corps  Training 
Center,  graduated  from  the  Advanced 
Flying  School,  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  on 
October  5,  1938,  when  they  were  given 
the  rating  of  "Airplane  Pilot,"  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenants  in  the  Air  • 
Reserve,  and  assigned  to  extended  ac- 
tive duty  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y.  Lieut. 
McKeclinie  specialized  in  Pursuit  Avia- 
tion, and  Lieuts.  Hcwery  and  Madre  in 
Attack  Aviation. 

Lieut,  McEechnie,  a native  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio , where  he  was  born  on  June 
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10,  1915,  graduated  from  grammar  school 
and  high  school  in  his  native  city  and, 
prior  to  his  appointment  a,s  a Flying 
Cadet  in  the  Army  Air  Corps,  was  a stu- 
dent for  two  years  in  the  college  of  me- 
chanical engineering,  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity. He  is  survived  hy  his  mother, Mrs. 
Elizabeth  McKechnie,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 


Lieut.  Howery  was  horn  at  Russellville,, 
Tenn.  , Kovemher  13,  1910.  He  gradriated  i 
from  Morristown,  Tenn. , High  School  and 
from  the  University  of  Tennessee,  receiv- 
ing from  the  latter  institution  a BS  de- 
gree in  Electrical  Engineering.  In  civil 
life  he  was  employed  as  radio  engineer 
hy  several  broadcasting  stations.  He  is 
survived  hy  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Bryant  Howery,  of  Russellville, 

Tenn. 


Lieut.  Madre,  a native  i^f  Dresden, 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  horn  on  October  18, 
1914,  graduated  from  grammar  school  and 
high  school,  and  in  1937  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi  with  a BA  degree. 
He  is  survived  hy  his  mother,  Mrs.  Frank 
H.  Rayhorn,  residing  in  Men^ihis,  Tenn. 


Staff  Sergeant  Harry  T.  Jones  was  horn 
on  September  24,  1902,  at  Montrose, 
Calif.  He  enlisted  in  the  Air  Corps  on 
February  2,  1926,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  28th  Bombardment  Sauadron,  4th  Com- 
posite Group,  at  Hichols  Field,  P.I. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he 
joined  the  11th  Bombardment  Squadron, 7th 
Bombardment  Grou;p,  on  May  20,  1929,  at 
March  Field,  Calif. , and  on  June  24, 
1932,  he  was  transferred  to  the  32nd 
Bombardment  Squadron  at  that  field.  Re- 
turning to  the  Philippines  for  another 
tour  of  foreign  service,  he  joined  the 
3rd  Pursuit  Squadron  at  Clark  Field  on 
December  2,  1934.  On  July  3,  1937,  he 
joined  the  99th  Bombardment  Squadron 
at  Mitchel  Field,  H.Y. 

Sergeant  Jones  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Dawn  E.  Jones. 


Corpora]  Jerry  E.  Galloway  was  born  on 
December  7,  1915,  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
Texas.  He  enlisted  at  Kelly  Field, 

Texas,  on  February  27,  1936,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Advanced  Flying  School  De- 
tachment. On  July  1,  1937,  he  was  tranS' 
ferred  to  the  3rd  Weather  Squadron,  with 
station  at  Hensley  Field,  Dallas,  Texas. 
He  is  survived  by  his  father,  Mr.  J,C. 
Galloway,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas. 


Private  Joseph  J.  Nanartowich  was  born 
on  July  19,  1914,  at  Hancock,  Mich.  He 
enlisted  at  Hewburgh,  H.Y. , March  5, 

1937,  and  was  assigned  to  Base  Headquar- 
ters and  Second  Air  Base  Squadron, 
Mitchel  Field,  H.Y.  Assigned  as  student 
at  the  Air  Corps  Technical  School  at 
Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  111.  , he  graduat- 
ed_on  July  15,  1938,  from  the  Radio  Re- 
pairers and  Operators  course,  and  then 


returned  to  duty  at  Mitchel  Field.  He 
is  survived  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Ursula 
Hanartowich,  who  resides  at  Highland 
Falls,  Hew/  York. 


The  Air  Corps  extends  its  deep  sympa- 
thy to  the  bereaved  relatives  of  these 
officers  and  enlisted  men  who  died  in 
the  service  of  their  country. 

oOo 

HEW  HEADS  OF  AIR  CORPS  TACTICAL  SCHOOL 

Two  seasoned  Air  Corps  executives, 
both  of  whom  served  overseas  during  the 
World  War,  recently  assumed  charge  of 
the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School  at  Maxwell 
Field,  Ala. 

Colonel  Millard  F.  Harmon,  Jr. , former 
Assistant  Commandant,  became  the  Com- 
mandant, succeeding  Colonel  John  H, 
Pirie,  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Donald  Wilson, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Air  Tac- 
tics and  Strategy,  became  the  Assistant 
Commandant. 

Colonel  Harmon  recently  completed  a 
[ tour  ef  duty  in  the  Hawaiian  Department. 

! Prior  to  that  time  he  commanded  the  20th 
Pursuit  Group  at  Barksdale  Field,  La. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Wilson  has  been  at 
Maxwell  Field  since  August  15,  1936, 
axid  was  transferred  to  this  post  follow- 
ing his  graduation  from  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  School,  Fort;  Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

The  assignment  of  Colonel  Harmon  as 
Commandant  relieved  Colonel  Pirie  of 
double  duty,  for  he  had  been  acting  as 
the  head  of  the  Tactical  School  in  ad- 
dition to  being  chairman  of  the  Air 
Corps  Board. 

Colonel  Harmon' s military  career  dates 
from  his  entrance  to  West  Point  and  his 
subsequent  graduation  therefrom  in  1912, 
when  he  became  a second  lieutenant  of 
Infantry.  He  was  given  assignments  in 
Minnesota,  Kentucky,  Texas  and  the 
Philippines.  In  1915,  while  with  the 
27th  Infantry,  he  was  attached  to  the 
Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  to  un- 
dergo flying  training  at  the  Signal 
Corps  Aviation  School  at  San  Diego, 
Calif. , from  which  he  graduated  in  1916. 

Later  he  was  attached  to  the  First 
Aero  Squadron  with  the  Punitive  Expedi- 
tion into  Mexico.  In  1917,  he  was  one 
of  three  U. S.  Army  officers  to  attend 
French  schools  with  a view  to  acquiring 
knowledge  of  methods  employed  in  France 
for  the  training  of  aviation  personnel. 

During  the  World  War,  Colonel  Harmon 
was  on  duty  in  connection  with  the  in- 
spection and  laying  out  of  landing 
fields  and,  in  addition  thereto,  he  per- 
formed various  staff  duties.  For  a 
brief  time  he  commanded  the  First  Air 
Depot,  and  later  served  as  pilot  with 
French  Escadrille  Ho.  65.  For  his  ser- 
vice v/ith  this  organization  he  was  high- 
ly commended  by  the  commander  of  the 
French  Combat  Squadron  Ho.  2,  who  re- 
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ported  that  he  (Harmon)  "insisted  on 
taking  part  in  all  of  the  patrols  of 
that  Escadrille  and  had  made,  besides, 
many  voluntary  patrols,  thus  setting  the 
best  exan5)le  of  enthusiasm  and  scorn  of 
danger." 

For  his  meritorious  service  overseas  I 
the  French  government  awarded  him  the  j 
Croix  de  Guerre,  with  Star.  I 

After  the  war,  Colonel  Harmon  served  i 
in  many  important  positions,  among  them  j 
being  tboSeof  Chief  of  the  Flying  Branch,  i 
Schools  Section,  Office  of  the  Director  i 
of  Military  Aeronautics;  Assistant  Chief 
of  the  Training  Section,  in  charge  of  ■ 
heavier- than-air  training;  Commanding  ■ 

Officer  of  . the  First  Provisional  V/ing,  ! 
Mineola,  L.I.,  Hew  York;  Commanding  Of-  i 
ficer  of  France  Field,  Panama  Canal  I 

Zone;  Air  Officer,  Panama  Canal  Depart-  j 
raent;  Commanding  Officer  of  Bolling  | 

Field,  D, C. ; member  of  the  War  Depart-  j 
raent  General  Staff;  . instructor  at  i 
the  Command,  and  General  Staff  School,  j 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas 4 Commanding  ; 

Officer  of  the  Primary  Flying  School  at 
March  Field,  Calif. ; Commanding  Officer  ! 
of  the  20th  Pursuit  Group  at  Barksdale  j 
Field,  La. , and  Commanding  Officer  of  ! 
Luke  Field,  T.H,  j 

Colonel  Harmon  is  a graduate  of  the  i 
Command  and  General  Staff  School  and  of 
the  Army  War  College. 


Lieut,  Colonel  Wilson,  a' native  of 
Hiner  Hill,  W.  Va. , became  interested  in 
aviation  in  his  boyhood  days.  Some 
years  before  the  v/ar  he  became  the  cen-  ■ 
ter  of  interest  in  his  community  when  he  ! 
built  a large  biplane  glider  in  which  he  ; 
made  hundreds  of  flights.  His  assistants! 
who  needed  no  urging,  were  members  of  a | 
Bey  Scout  troop.  j 

_ After  attending  the  Baltimore  Pclytech-i 
nic  Institute  for  three  years.  Colonel  j 
Wilson,  for  six  years  thereafter,  was  i 
engaged  in  securing  data  and  making  maps  j 
of  all  kinds  used  in  railroad  workj  in-  j 
eluding  surveying.  In  1916  he  enlisted  : 
in  the  Fifth  Maryla-hd  Hational  Guard  : 
Infantry,  and  served  as  corporal,  ser-  ! 
geant  and  supply  sergeant  until  April  9,  | 
1917,  T/hen  he  was' commissioned  a second  ! 
lieutenant.  The  following  month  he  be-  ! 
came  a first  lieutenant.  In  the  same  ! 

yearhe  took  a special  course  in  aero-  j 

nautics  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  ; 
of  Technology.  Dpring  the  year  1916,  i 
C3l.  V/ilson  sav/  service  along  the  Mexican i 
Border.  When  his  regiment  was  mustered  | 
into  the  Federal  service  to  serve  in  the  j 
World  War,  he  went  to  Camp  McClellan,  ; 
Ala.  , aiid  sailed  for  overseas  duty  in  | 
June,  1918.  He  served  in  the  Vosges-  ■ 
Switzerland  Sector;  attended  the  school  { 
for  flying  officers  at  St.  Maxient,  ! 

France;  the  Field  Artillery  School  at  | 
Canp  DeDouge,  France;  served  as  aerial  I 
instructor  at  the  Second  Aviation  In-  j 
struction  Center  at  Tours,  France,  and  j 
later  at  the  Aeronautical  School,  Cha-  1 
tillon  Sur  Seine.  In  addition,  he  was  1 


attached  to-  the  20th  Company,  Fourth 
Motor  Mechanics  Regiment,  Air  Service, 
as  post  adjuta.nt.  At  Kettig,  Germany, 
he  was  aerial  observer  for  the  186th 
Aero  Squadron.. 

Honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
in  1919,  he  reentered  the  Air  Service 
the  following  year,  being  commissioned  a 
first  lieutenant  on  July  1st  and  being 
promoted  to  captain  the  same  date.  His" 
first  assignment  under  his  re^lar  com- 
mission was  as  Acting  Air  Officer  of  the 
Third  Corps  Area.  Later,  in  1920,  he 
was  transferred  to  Post  Field,  Fort 
Sill,  Oklahoma,  where  he  took  a refresh- 
er course  in  aerial  observation  at  the 
Field  Artillery  School  of  Fire.  He 
served  as  instructor  in  the  garrison 
school  at  Fort  Sill  as  well  s.s  in  the 
Air  Corps  Observation  School  at  that 
post. 

In  the  year,  1922,  Colonel  Wilson  com- 
pleted the  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Air  Service  Primary  and  Advanced  Flying 
Schools,  and  received  the  ratings  of 
"Airplane  Pilot"  and  "Airplane  Observer. 
At  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  he  served  as 
senior  instructor,  Department  of  Obser- 
vation, Advanced  Flying  School.  He 
also  commanded  the  42nd  School  Squadron. 

From  Kelly  Field  Colonel  Wilson  was 
transferred  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  Air  Service  in  1924.  In  the  years 
1927  and  1928  he  was  stationed  in  the 
Philippines,  commanding  Flight  B,  2nd 
Obser'vation  Squadron,  hichols  Field.  • 

He  was  both  instructor  and  s'budent  at 
the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School,  when  it 
was  located  at  Langley  Field,  Va. , and 
later  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala.  He  gradu- 
ated from  the  Tactical  School  in  1931, 
and  from  the  tv/o-year  course  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  1936. 

- — oOo 

More  Medals  for  Lt.  Densford  (From  p.  6 ) 

Clancy,  of  the  Savannah  Police  Depart- 
ment, who  contributed  so  much  toward  the 
success  of  the  "shoot." 

According  to  further  reports,  some  145 
conpetitors  were  entered  in  the  meet, 
representing  to  a great  extent  the  cream' 
of  the  crop  among  the  shoo tin’  gentry. 
Four  new  v/orld' s records  were  broken 
during  the  three-day  meet,  and  all  win^ 
ners  received,  in  addition  to  medals, 
some  mighty  nice  cash  awards,  ho  tro- 
phies were  awarded.  Lieut.  Densford  in- 
formed the  Kelly  Field  Correspondent 
that  for  the  time  being  anywat  lie  plans 
on  hanging  up  his  shoo  tin*  irons,  but 
looks  forward  to  attending  the  pistol 
matches  to  be  held  next  March  in  Tampa, 
Fla.  , All  followers  of  the  shooting 
sport  at  Kelly  Field  feel  confident  that 
Lieut.  Densford  will  mow  'em  down  again, 
given  the  opportunity,  be  it  at  Tampa, 
Paducah,  or  v/hat  have  you. 

— —oOo 
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NEW  AIEPLANES  EOR  ALBHOOK  FIELD 


New  equipment,  long  awaited,  arrived 
at  AlLrook  Field,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  on 
October  28th,  aboard  the  U.S.  Army 
Transport  LUDINGTON,  In  this  shipment 
of ' airplanes  were  P-26A’ s and  BC-l’s. 

The  new  Pursuit  planes  will  be  divided 
between  the  24th  and  29th  Pursuit  Squad- 
rons, and  it  is  expected  they  will  be 
placed  in  service  with  the  advent  of  the 
coming  dry  season.  Two  are  being  as- 
sembled by  the  24th  Pursuit  Squadron,  to 
be  used  at  the  aerial  gunnery  'camp  at 
Rio  Hato,  where  the  field  remains  in  ex- 
cellent  condition  the  year  round.  Two 
of  the  BC-l’s  will  go  to  France  Field, 
and  the  remaining  number  will  be  used  by 
the  two  Pursuit  Squadrons  for  instrument 
flying  training. 

Later  advice  received  from  Albrook 
Field  is  to  the  effect  that  the  24th  and 
29th  Pursuit  Squadrons  have  commenced 
the  assembly  of  the  new  P-26’s  and  ex- 
pect to  have  them  all  ready  late  in 
December.  The  BC-l’s  are  already  in 
daily  use. 

oOo  — 

SOLDIER  MEDAL  AWARD  TO  CORPORAL  STONE 

^The  18th  Pursuit  Group  at  T/toeeler 
Field,  Hawaii,  held  a presentation  for- 
mation on  November  4,  1938,  at  Tdiich 
Corporal  Paul  W.  Stone,  6th  Pursuit 
Squadron,  was  presented  with  the 
Soldier's  Medal  and  received  the  follow- 
ing citatian  for  heroism: 

Paul  ¥.  Stone  (Army  serial  number 
6,240,215)  Corporal,  6th  Pursuit  Squad- 
ron, Air  Corps,'  United  States  Army.  For 
heroism  displayed  near  Halelwa,  Oahu, 
Territory  of  Hawaii,  on  December  26, 

1937,  When  a civilian  swimmer  became 
exhausted  150  yards  from  shore  and  call- 
ed for  help  at  about  11;0C  A,M. , Decem- 
ber 26,  1937,  Corporal  Stone  with  utter 
disregard  for  his  own  safety,  immediate- 
ly swam  to  his  rescue  in  squally  weather 
in  a ro^jgh  and  choppy  sea  against  the 
tide,  the  ocean  current  and  the  river 
emptying  in  the  sea,  and  reached  the 
drowning  man  just  as  he  was  on  the  point 
of  sinking.  Corporal  Stone  assisted  the 
semi-conscious  man  to  shore  and  there 
administered  artificial  respiration, 
thereby  saving  his  life. 

.-__o0o  — 

RETIREMENTS 

Warrant  Officer  Wilb'urn  C.  Dodd,  Air- 
plane Pilot,  last  stationed  at  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. , was  placed  on  the  retired 
list  on  November  31 th. 

Two  Air  Corps  noncommissioned  officers 
were  placed  on  the  retired  list,  effec- 
tive November  30,  1938,  namely;  First 
Sergeant  Percy^E,  Guppy,  Base  Headquar- 
ters and  8th  Air  Base  Squadron,  Brooks 
Field,  Texas,  and  Staff  Sergeant  Hugh  J. 
Duf'fy,  Base  Headquarters  and  14th  Air 


Base  Squadron,  Bolling  Field,  D. C. 

- — .oOo 

WAR  DEPARTMENT  SPECIAL  ORDERS 

Changes  of  Station 

To  Hawaiian  Department:  1st  Lieuts. 
DonaTrHr~Baxter , frorrTMOTch  Field, 
Calif.;  Richard  T.  Coiner,  Jr.,  Mitchel 
Field,  N.Y. ; Herbert  L.  Grills,  Barks- 
dale Field,  La. ; Charles  W.  Haas, 

Chanute  Field,  111. 

To  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y, ; Ist  Lieut. 
lm7~¥7~GarTanddTfonrp anama  Canal  De- 
partment; 1st  Lieut.  Marvin  S.  -Harding, 
from  Hawaiian  Department. 

To  Washington,  D.G;  Major  Burton  P. 
LewTFT'fromlKTcE’eiriTeld,  N.Y.  , for 
observation  and • treatment . at  Walter 
Reed  General  Hospital. 

To  Langley  Field,  Ya. : 1st  Lieuts. 
Ed?/ard  W.  Suarez~and  Archibald  M.  Kelly, 
from  Hawaiian  .Department, 'the  latter  for 
duty  with  duty  with  3rd  Observation 
Squadron. 

To  Sacr^ento , Calif.  ; Major  Edward 
Y . “HarFecET’jFTj  fronf'San  Diego , Calif . , 
for  duty  as  Air  Corps  Technical  Super- 
visoT . 

ACTIVE  DUTY  FOR  AIR  RESERVE  OFFICERS 

2nd  Lieut.  Christopher  Otho  Moffett, 
of  Fordyce,  Texas,  to  Kelly  Field, 

Texas,  to  November  6,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Edward  Parmer  Tindall,  of 
Maryville,  Mo,,  to  Barksdale  Field,  La., 
to  November  13,  1941. 

2nd  Lieut.  Elton  Lewis  McCune,  Air 
Reserve,  Dallas,  Texas,-  to  Hamilton 
Field,  Calif. , to  November  29,  1941. 

Active  duty  of  1st  Lieut.  Fred 
Nathaniel  Ward,  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  now 
stationed  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  extend- 
ed to  November  15,  1939. 


Second  Lieut.  Wm.  S.  Crocker,  Jr. , 
Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been  relieved 
from  assignment  and  duty  at  the  Air 
Corps  Training  Center,  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  and  assigned  to  the  1st  Cavalry 
Division,  with  station  at  Port  McIntosh, 
Texas-. 

„__o0o— — 

LOS  T AND  FOUND 


An  Air  Corps  officer  v/rote  to  a sta- 
tion which  he  recently  visited,  request- 
ing that  his  coat  and  gloves  he  left  be- 
hind be  forwarded  to  him.  When  the 
package  arrived  he  found  it  to  contain^ a 
coat  and  a pair  of  gloves  similar  to  his 
own,  but  much  smaller,  and  which  another 
officer  was  evidently  missing.  He  would 
like  to  forward  the  clothing  to  the 
rightful  OTt-ner,  but  has  no  way  of  know- 
ing who  that  Individual  is.  The  Air 
Corps  Materiel  Division  suggests  the  in- 
auguration in  the  News  Letter  of  a "Lost 
and  Found"  column,  believing  property 
could  be  recouped  through  such  a colimn. 
This  will  be  done,  but  it  remains  for 
the  Air  Corps  sta-tions  to  cooperate. 

V-7909,  A.C. 


OF  INTERESr  TO  AEMY  AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHERS 


The  aho^e  photograph  appeared  on  page  54  of  the 
Deceoiber  isstie  of  PCPHAR  AVIATION,  and  the  com- 
ment helow  It  speaks  for  itself,  tIz: 

"Tes,  this  is  acttially  an  Ara^  Air  Corps  photo- 
graph. Gone  is  the  t^ical  Anx^  pose  of  the  ship 
flying  monotonoTisly  level;  static  a^inst  its 
ha^gronnd.  Nor  is  this  Seversky  fighter  3,000 
feet  from  the  camera  plane.  In  other  vords,ArQqy 
officials  finally  have  discovered  tdiat  British 
aviation  photogre^ers  have  been  capitalizing  on 
for  yearst  dramtic,  close- aerial  shots  - and 
always  with  plenty  of  action.  As  we  understand 
it,  there  is  some  sort  of  han  on  the  photograph- 
ing of  Air  Corps  ships  like  the  B-17  in  any  posi- 
tion other  than  level  flight.  "The  public  udg^t 
think  Azizy  pilots  careless. ' Funny;  even  the 
biggest  ships  most  hank  to  turn." 


On  Pago  60  of  POPULAR  AVIATION,  devoted  to 
letters  to  the  editor  from  its  readers,  the  fol- 
lowing appears: 

"British  Photography 
Sirs: 

I I am  dismayed  at  the  quality  of  some  of  the 

I articles  printed  in  your  magazine.  In  your  Sept- 
I ember  issue  you  published  a photograph  of  a well- 
! known  type  of  British  filter  and,  t^emeath,  an 
|l  article  saying  that  the  R.A.F.  was  'forcing*  the 
I public  to  pay  attention  to  it  by  having  such 

-nhotos  taken I thotight  you  Americans  ware  stp- 

>sed  to  be  good  at  action  photos Also  if,  as 

I you  boast,  you  have  the  best  photogrephio  equip- 


ment in  the  world,  xiby  don't  you  use  it  axid 
produce  sonething  worth  looking  at?  I believe 
you  are  just  jealous  of  your  British  contem- 
porary, Hif^t. .... 

P.G.G.  Clarke." 


'Buenos  Aires, 

South  America 

Photographically  peaking,  POPULAR  AVIATION 
has  been  jealous  of  flight  for  some  time.  In 
fact,  most  of  the  excellent  photographs  of 
British  aircraft  used  in  PQPULAB  AVIATION  has 
been  taken  by  !^igfat  photographers.  Air 
photographers  Tnthe  U.  S.  Amy  and  Navy  do 
have  the  finest  equipment,  actually  are  too 
lazy  to  make  the  most  of  a good  thing.  Lately, 
however, Amy  Air  Cozps  photoglyphs  have  taken 
on  a promising  amount  of  sparkle.  For  latest 
evidence  of  that,  see  the  photograph  on  page 
54.  This  picture,  however,  is  not  typical  of 
Air  Corps  photo  sections.  It  is  one  of  oeay 
fins  efforts  on  the  part  of  Major  George  W. 
Goddard,  the  Amy's  ace  photogrcpher,  to  get 
a bit  of  originality  into  Amy  photos.  Air 
Corps  officers  in  Washington,  maamHiile,  are 
striving  to  better  the  public  relations  of 
the  Amy  largely  becaiise  that  branch  of  the 
service  is  the  'underdog'  with  the  current 
administration.  U.S.  Navy  photographers, 
meazn^ile,  probably  produce  the  poorest  re- 
sults of  any  photogrsphers  POPULAR  AVIATION 
has  come  in  contact  with,  including  the  most 
inexperienced  box-camera  amateurs.  - Ed." 
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Tile  chief  purpose  of  this  publj-ication  is  to  distribute  information  on  aero- 
nautics to  the  flying  personnel  in  the  Regular  Army,  Reserve  Corps,  National  Guard 
and  others  connected  with  aviation, 

oOo — - 


THE  URGENCY  OP  ADEQUATE  PREPAREDNESS 


Addressing  the  Industrial  Session  of 
the  14th  Annual  New  England  Conference 
of  the  New  England  Couhcil  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  on  November  18th,  last,  the  Hon. 
Louis  Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War,  referring  to  America’s  struggle 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  during 
the  Ti/brld  War  to  attain  and  preserve  the 
principles  of  tolerance  and  justice, 
stated  that  "we  cannot  afford  to  blind' 
ourselves  to  the  affairs  of  the  world. 
The  chaotic  status  of  international ^re- 
lations in  Europe  and  Asia  are  casting 
their  evil  shadows  upon  our  peace  and 
upon  our  American  way  of  life.  We  must 
take  ste;js  to  halt  any  conceivable  ad- 
vance on  their  part  to  these  shores.  ** 
Today,  it  rests  upon  us  of  this  genera- 
tion and  upon  yo«.,  who  by  example  and  by 
precept,  are  upholding  it  in  the  fine 
tradition  of  the  New  England  town  meet- 
ing. The  tenets  of  free  speech,  freedom 
of  religion  and  tolerance  you  fondly 
cherish,  proudly  exalt  and  steadfastly 
maintain.  Tomorrow,  we  or  our  children 
again  may  face  a challenge,  not  only  of 
intolerant  ideas  but  «f  brute  force  and 
we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  * * * 

The  United  States  has  an  interest  in  the 
world  second  to  none.  With  only  six 
percent  of  the  world’s  area  and  seven 
percent  of  its  population,  we  consume 
seventy- three  percent  of  the  world’ s 
silk,  sixty  percent  of  its  petroleum, 
fifty-six  percent  of  its  rubber,  more 
than  half  of  its  tin,  forty-eight  per- 
cent of  its  coffee,  forty-seven  percent 
of  its  copper, , forty- two  percent  of  its 
pig  iron  and  twenty-one  percent  of  its 
sugar. 

"Our  people  own  fo\xr  out  of  every  five 
automobiles  in  the  world  and  three  out 
of  _ every  five  telephones.  YIe  have  one- 
third  of  its  railroads.  We  own  more 
than  one-half  of  all  of  its  monetary 
gold.  The  purchasing  power  of  our  one 
hundred  and  thirty  million  people  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  entire  five 
hundred  million  of  Europe.  It  surpasses 
that  of  the  billion  inhabitants  of  all 
of  Asia, 

Ours  is  a happy  nation.  We  have  our 
faults  but  we  are  honest  enough  to  admit 
them  and  are  making  every  effort  to  cor- 
rect them.  Despite  shortcomings  here 
and  there,  we  still  provide  greater  se- 
curity to  property,  more  protection  to 


life  and  greater  happiness  to  our  indi- 
vidual citizens  than  does  any  other  na- 
tion on  the  face  of  the  globe.  To  be- 
long to  America  is  indeed  a rare  privi- 
lege. To  enjoy  its  citizenship  is  a 
priceless  treasure.  * * * 

"Unfortunately,  all  nations  do  not 
march  in  step  with  our  policy  of  good 
will.  In  the  seething  cauldron  of  dis- 
. content,  many  European  and  Asiatic 
peoples  now  boil.  Imperialistic  designs 
and  selfish  ambitions  control  national 
policies  and  no  one  knows  the  full  ex- 
tent of  their  evil  machinations, 
j ’’With  international  society  in  suffh  a 
'State,  we  mugt  gird  otir  loins,-  .Yfe  must 
1 prepare  ourselves. ■ The  forces  of  evil 
j must  not  overtake  us.  How  much  in  the 
1 way  of  men  and  munitions  we  may  need  for 
j our  defense  aga,inst  these  dire  influen- 
j ces,  no  one  at  present  can  definitely 
foretell.  We  do  know,  however,  that  to- 
I day,  right  now,  we  are  weak  in  the 
sinews  of  battle  to  protect  even  our  own 
shores. 

"Yesterday,  we  believed  that  a program 
calling  for  2,320  airplanes  of'  all  types 
by  1940  would  protect  us  against  any  ene 
mies  from  the  air.  Today,  these  figures 
i are  far  below  our  immediate  needs.  Not 
so  long  ago,  we  boasted  that  our  Air 
Corps  was  the  pride  of  the  skies.  We 
held  records  for  speed  and  endurance. 

I Our  pursuit  ships,  our  attack  planes, 
our  flying  fortresses  and  our  super- 
flying fortresses  were  the  envy  of  the 
world. 

"Today,  we  no  longer  can  make  good  our 
boast.  Our  air  supremacy  is  threatened. 
Erom  Europe  come  reports  of  pursuit 
ships  and  attack  planes  of  greater  speed 
and  better  performance.  Even  the  marked 
superiority  of  our  flying  fortresses  and 
our  super-flying  fortresses  is  challeng- 
ed. To  meet  the  tremendous  pace  that 
the  rest  of  the  world  is  setting,  we 
must  double,  yes,  treble  and  perhaps 
j even  quadruple  our  present  air  force 
i with  tne  best  airplanes  that  can  pos- 
j sibly  be  produced. 

j "vVe  are  fallixu;  behind  in  our  develop- 
I ment  program.  Tris  lag  is  due  to  a loss 
j neither  of  our  inventive  genius  nor  of 
j our  skilled  craftsmanship.  It  is  due  to 
j our  failure  to  give  enough  attention  to 
j the  importance  of  a continuous  program 
j of  research  and  development. 

1-  V-7922,  A.C. 


'‘Last  year,  we  are  told  Great  Britain 
spent  fifteen  million  dollars  in  its  re- 
search laboratories  on  military  aeronant- 
ics.  Brance  spent  more  than  ten  million 
dollars.  Bo  one  knows  how  mach  Germany: 
and  Italy  devoted  to  this  purpose.  In  - 
contrast  with  these  expenditures  for  de- 
velopment among  European  pov/ers,  we 
spent  only  six  million  dollars* 

"To  stay  at  least  abreast  of  the 
world' s developments  in  aviation,  we  im- 
mediately must  construct  and  install  ad- 
ditional laboratory  facilities  at  Wright 
Eield.  Those  now  in  existence,  we  must 
expand  and  inprove.  To  attract  high- 
grade'  scientists  and  engineers,  we  must 
offer  well-paying  jobs  and  attractive 
careers.  Once  su;preme  in  the  field  of 
military  aeronautics,  we  must  remain  su- 
preme, An  investment  of  a few  extra 
million  dollars  in  research  and  experi- 
mental work  spent  today,  tomorrow  may 
bring  us  dividends  in  security  that  no 
amount  of  money  could  buy. 

"Our  air  force  is  tremendously  import- 
ant in  the  early  stages  of  conflict.  We 
should  therefore  augment  its  numbers  and 
keep  it  close  to  a state  of  readiness  at 
all  times. 

".While  we  still  speak  in  terms  of  units, 
of  tens,  or  perhaps  of  hundreds  of  mili- 
tary airplanes,  the  rest  of  the  world 
has  stepped  up  the  production  of  air- 
craft to  the  thousands.  England  claims 
the  building  of  three  thousand  planes  a 
year.  Germany  boasts  of  an  annual  pro- 
ductive ca:pacity  of  more  than  twelve 
thousand  fighting  craft.  During  the  cal- 
endar year  of  1937,  we,  in  the  United 
States,  pr.oduced  a little  more  than  three 
thousand  for  all  purposes  - military, 
commercial  and  private. 

"Our  present  producWve  capacity  we 
must  now  increase  many  fold.  Contracts 
must  be  given  to  the  aviation  industry 
to  build  us  enough  planes  to  meet  our 
full  military  needs  on  M-day,  and  this 
must  be  done  at  no  sacrifice  to  the  groW' 
ing  and  pressing  needs  of  our  commercial 
aviation  which  today  leads  the  world. 

Mass  production  of  airplanes  we  must 
achieve  in  this  country,  and  we  must  do 
so  immediately. 

"hot  only  planes,  but  tanks  and  ma- 
chine guns  in  greater  quantity  and  of 
better  performance  we  must  immediately 
procure.  We  must  add  to  our  new  semi- 
automatic shoulder  rifles  which  the  worli 
regards  as  the  peer  in  small  arras.  We 
muse  add  anti-aircraft  guns.  We  mast 
streamline  our  infantry  and  cavalry  di- 
visions. We  must  build  up  our  reserves 
of  muiitions  and  it  is  to  that  phase  of 
national  defense  that  we  must  now  turn. 

"If  an  emergency  were  to  arise  tomor- 
row, we  would  call  out  400,000  men.  This 
would  include  most  of  the  Regular  Army 
in  the  United  States  and  the  whole  of 
the  Rational  Guard,  to  which  your  own 
Yankee  Division  is  an  indispensable  as- 
set. Within  four  months,  we  would  have 
to  be  ready  to  put  into  the  field  an 


army  of  one  million  men. 

"These  minute  men  of  America,  upon  whom 
the  brunt  of  defense  in  the  early  stages 
of  battle  may  fall,  are  entitled  to 
their  full  complement  of  supplies  and 
equipment  and  to  the  best  obtainable 
anywhere  in  the  world.  The  richest 
country,  with  the  greatest  stake  in  peace 
and  preparedness,  must  in  no  way  prove 
pen-urious  in  providing  for  the  needs  of 
America's  first  million.  If  called  to 
battle  today,  our  Army  would  find  itself 
short  of  artillery  and  tanks,  of  combat 
cars  and  airplanes,  of  machine  guns  and 
of  semi-automatic  rifles,  of  anti-tank 
guns  and  of  aramnnition,  of  gas  masks  and 
of  searchlights,  of  telescopes  and  quad- 
rants. Those  shortages  we  must  make 
good  now.  ' . . 

"We  must  fortify  ourselves  against  the 
possibility  of  shorties  in  an  emergency. 
We  must  build  up  a six  months'  supply  of 
all  onr- military  needs  except  food  and 
clothing.  With  such  a physical  reserve 
on  hand,  there  would  be  no  need,  in  an 
emergency,  to  dislocate  industry's  nor- 
mal services.'  During  that  six  months 
we  have  time  to  put  our  factories  into 
full  gearj  fully  equipped  to  pick  up 
their  responsibility  of  war  production 
until  the  end  of  the  emergency.  * * * 

"In  the  past  few  .years,  we  have  made  a 
great  deal  of  progress  toward  the 
achievement  of  our  industrial  mobiliza- 
tion program.  We  have'  smashed  a number 
of  bottlenecks  but  we  have  not  broken 
enough  of  them.  We  must  keep  abreast  of 
military  developments.  We  must  build 
our  defenses  so  that  no  nation  in  the 
world  would  dare  attack  us." 

— _o0o— 

RA-NDOLPK  eield  HA.S  RECORD  BREEZE 

Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  Primary  Blying 
School,  Randolph  Bield,  Texas,  was  a 
typical  north  country  type,  for  the  mer- 
cury slid  almost  out  of  sight  when  it 
touched  a record  low  of  21  degrees  dur- 
ing the  night.  This  low  climaxed  sever- 
al days  of  below  freezing  weather.  Pri- 
or to  the  "Norther,"  typical  Texas  fall 
weather  was  experienced,  and  following 
the  cold  snap  the  thermometer  again  re- 
turned to  normal. 

Blying  weather  has  been  remarkably 
good  at  the  Primary  Blying  School  during 
the  entire  month  of  Boo  ember.  The  Pri- 
mary Stage  reports  that  only  four  hours 
of  flying  time  were  lost  during  the  last 
15  days  of  that  month  due  to  inclement 
weather. 

Bew  ratings  have  been  given  to  several 
of  the  Post  Weather  Office  personnel. 

The  following  changes  were  made;  Pri-_ 
.vates  1st  Class  Jay  T.  Treat  and  William 
j'J.  Strieker  were  promoted  to  Sergeant 
and  Corporal,  respectively,  and  Pri^’-ate 
Lyon  O'Brien  to  Private  1st  Class.  Pri- 
vates Richard  L.,  Parker  and  William  S.  ^ 
Dawson  received  4th  and  5th  Class  Speci- 
alist ratings,  respectively, 
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MOFFETT  FIELD,  CALIF. , EXTENDS  WELCOME  TO  VISITORS 


pilots-  from  east  of  the  Rocky  Motmtains 
are  reminded  ichat  the  Air  Corps  occapies 
Moffett  Field  and  keeps  open  house  for 
visitors. 

■Moffett  Field  is  located  38  miles 
southeast  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.  The' 
huge  lighter-than-alr  hangar,  1100  feet 
long,  310  feet  wide,,,  and  200  feet  high, 
affords  a landmark  visible  for  many 
miles  in  all  directions. 

Night  lighting  equipment  is  excellent. 
There  is  no  radio  range  at  Moffett 
Field,  but  the  Oakland  range,  only  five 
to ■ ten  minutes  away,  makes  Moffett  Field 
easily  accessible  even  in  bad  weather. 
There  are  no .hills  or  other  obstacles 
other' than  the  usual  bridge  piers  and 
high  tension  lines  between  O'alcland,  " 
Calif,,  and  Moffett  Field.  Caution, 
ho.wever,  must  be  exercised  to  avoid  a 
radio  tower,  oyer; '600  feet  high,'  6 miles 


northwest  of  Moffett  Field,  Traffic 
control  facilities'  on  201  kcs  are  avail- 
able during  daylight  hours  and  at  all 
times  on  request.'  feather  is  broadcast 
on  the  same  frequency  at  10  and  40  min- 
utes past  the  hd'ur  and  oftener  v/hen 
necessary.  ' 

E^ert,  service  of  all  kinds  and  a 
good  Hotel  de,  G-ink  are  available  day  or 
night,  and  the  Welcome  Mat  is  'always 
displayed. 

The.  garrison  at  Moffett  Field  now  com- 
prises 24  officers  and  292  enlisted  men, 
consisting  of  the  82nd  Observation 
Squackon,  Air  Corps;  Baae  Headquarters 
and  Ninth  Air  Base  Squadron,  Air  Corps, 
and  detachments  of  Medical  Corps,  Quar- 
termaster Corps,  Signal  Corps,  and 
Finance  Department* 

Colonel  Follett  Bradley, Air  Corps,  is 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  Moffett  Field. 


— oOo 


IMPROVSVIENTS  ON  RANDOLPH  FIELD  PRIMARY  STAGS 


The  War  Department  has  approved  a lo- 
cally sponsored  State  W.P.A.  Project, 
involving  the  expenditure  of  $30,564.61, 
to  construct  curbs,  ramps  and  service 
pit  'slabs;  relocate  service  pits;  in- 
stall air,  water,  gasoline  and  electric- 
al^ service  lines  to  pits,  etc.,  at  the 
Primary  Flying  School,  Randolph  Field,  .. 
Texas,  according  to  a recent  announce- 
m.ent^of  Major  F.  D.  Shawn,  Quartermaster. 

This  project  was  listed  'under- ’-Priority 
No.  2,  among  several  items  of  construc- 
tion which  a Board  of  Officers,  headed 
by  Lieut.  Colonel  E.B,  Lyon,  Air  Corps, 
recommended  as  most'urgent  for  consider- 
ation, incident  to  the  expansion  of 
training  activities  at  Randolph  Field. 

The  iteiTi  given  first  priority  by  this 
Board  covered  the  construction  of  two 
barrack  buildings'  required  to  house  mem- 
bers-of  the-  ihcreased  Flying  Cadet  class- 
es-, Work' on  these  t'?/0  buildings  lias 
proceeded  rapidly  and  is  about  fifty 
percent  conplete. 

The  Board  found  that  the  proposed  ranp 
construction,  as  now  authorized.' by  the 
War  Department,  was  necessary  incident 
to  the  utilization  of  Hangar  the 

present  transient  aircraft  hangar j to 
provide  an  additional  flight  on  the  west  ■ 
or  Primary  side  of  Randolph  Field,  with 
offices  and  other  facilities  required 
for;  the  training  of  approximately  '50 
students,-  -.  ' ' 

The- transient ' aircraft  facilities  will 
be  moved- 'to  Hangar  "U',**  and  the 
$30',  564. 61  provided  by  -the  War  Depart-., 
ment  and  the  Works  Progress -Administra- 


tion will  be  used  to  increase  the  width 
of  the  present  raiip  in  front  of  Hangar, 
."U"  by  110  feet.  This-  will  facilitate 
the  handling  of  the  larger  type  trans- 
ient aircraft,  and  extending  the  ranp 
new  in  front  of  Hangar  "J'*  to  the  north 
to  -meet  the  ramp  to  be  extended  in  front 
.af  Hangar  ”U,“  moving  the  gas  pits  in 
front  ©f  Hangars  "U”  and  ”V”  to  new  lo- 
-cations,  and  moving  the  flood  lights  to 
a more  suitable  location  out  of  the  way 
of  aircraft  taxying  towards  the  ramp  of 
Hangar  '*U.  “ 

Major  Shawn  declared  that  **'this  will 
provide  a completely  surfaced  area, 
clear  of  obstacles,  on  which  visiting 
aircraft  may  be'  maneuvered  without  in- 
terference with  the  control  and  coordi- 
nation of  .Primary -training  activities,” 

.-oOo-— 

■ TRAINING  DIRECTITE  INSTEAD  OF  TURKEf 

. ICiile  most  people  were  enjoying  their 
Thanksgiving  t-urkey  dinner,  23  Randolph 
Field  pilots  were  off  on  navigation  mis- 
sions as  part  of  their  War  Department 
Training  Directive.  .Tlie  three-day  lapse 
in  student  training  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  pilots,  most  of  them  instructors, 
to  conply-T/ith  this  phase  of  their  per- 
sonal training  whidi  often  is  handicap- 
■ped  when  student,  instruction  is  sched- 
uled. 


-3--  ' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ ■ T-7922,  A.C. 


LAK&LEY  HELD  ACTIVITIES 


Three  ranking  officers  from  Langley 
Eield,  Va. , returned  on  Novemher  30th  an 
official  visit  paid  them  the  previous 
day  hy  Brigadier  General  Frederic  H. 
Smith,  recently  appointed  commander  of 
the  Third  Coast  Artillery  District,  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Representing  Langley  Field  were  Major 
General  Frank  M.  Andrews,  Commanding 
General  of  the  GHQ  Air  Force;  Brigadier 
General  Arnold  N,  lOrogstad,  Commanding 
General  of  the  Second  Wing  of  the  GHQ 
Air  Force,  and  Colonel  Walter  R.  Weaver, 
Commanding  Officer  of  Langley  Field. 

Arriving  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. , at  ten 
o'clock,  the  Langley  Field  officers  were 
greeted  with  a salute  of  13  guns  fired 
hy  the  Ordnance  detachment.  Later  they 
made  a tour  of  the  post,  accoinpanied  hy 
a guard  of  honor. 

A reception  was  held  at  the  Officers' 
Gluh  at  Fort  Monroe  in  honor  of  Briga- 
dier General  Smith  and  Colonel  William 
E.  Shedd,  the  latter  being  advanced  the 
following  day  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General. 


ported  position  of  the  boat  hy  pilotage. 
The  results  of  the  bombing  satisfied 
even  the  Group  Statistical  Section, which 
is  alv/ays  looking  for  results  which  will 
lower  the  mil  error  of  our  bombardiers. 

With  the  arrival  of  two  B-18A' s,  the 
20th  Bombardment  Squadron  was  brought  up 
to  a strength  of  four  B-17* s, two  B-18A' s 
and  one  BC-1.  One  of  the  B-ISA' s was 
ferried  by  Major  Meloy,  Lieut.  Rueter 
and  Staff  Sergeant  Fields.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  commissioned  strength  of 
the  Squadron  is  sixteen  officer®. 

The  96th  Bombardment  Squadron  now  pos- 
sesses two  B-18A  Bombardment  planes  and 
one  rC-'l.  The  latest  B-18A  was  ferried 
from  the  Douglas  factory  on  the  West 
Coast  on  November  7th  by  Lieuts.  Mussett 
and  ?/aldron.  The  B-18A'  s and  the  BC-1 
now  afford  considerable  miscellaneous 
flying  for  junior  officers  in  the  Squad- 
ron. 


The  36th  Pursuit  Squadron  returned  not 
unwillingly  to  Langley  Field,  Va. , on 
November  20th,  after  tv/o  weeks  of  gun- 
nery at  Valparaiso,  Florida.  All  pilots 
were  qualified  either  as  Marksmen, Sharp- 
shooters or  Experts.  Everyone  enjoyed 
the  stay  on  the  sunny  Florida  coast, but, 
not  having  seen  much  of  the  old  home 
station  for  the  past  month,  they  cherish-j  ferry  two*  of"  the  new  B-18A  airplanes  to 


The  49th  Bombardment  Squadron  has  de- 
serted its  bombing  and  machine  gun  prac- 
tice and  turned  primitive,  having -taken 
up  archery.  Among  the  most  consistent 
archers  are  Major  Haynes,  Lieuts. 
Kilpatrick  and  LeMay. 

Majors  McReynolds,  Koenig,  Captain 
Wolfinbarger , Lieut.  Bell,  Corporals 
Lynn  and  tick,  of  the  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Squadron,  2nd  Bombardment 
Group,  were  ordered  to  the  Douglas  Air- 
craft’Company,  Santa  Monica, ^ Calif . , to 


ed  the  opportunity  of  spending  'Thanks- 
giving Day  with  families  and  friends. 

During  its  gunnery  activities  at  Val- 
paraiso, Fla. , the  36th  Pursuit  Squadron 
was  inspected  by  Brigadier  General  Arnold 
N,  Krqgstad,  Majors  Lynn,  Glenn  and  Skow. 
Desiring  a taste  of  camp  life.  General 
Krogstad  refused  the  invitation  of 
Captain  Whatley  to  stay  at  his  home,  and 
so  a fine  tent  was  set  aside  for  him  and 
Major  Glenn.  At  4; 30  o’clock  the  first 
morning,  and  much  to  their  surprise,  in 
came  a soldier  with  a flashlight.  He 
flashed  the  light  a couple  of  times  and 
then  queried: 

"Which  one  of  youse  guys  is  going  to 
get  up  and  help  me  cook  breakfast?" 

Needless  to  say,  the  soldier  received 
little  help,  but  plenty  of  embarrassment 
for  getting  into  the  wrong  tent. 

On  November  7th  and  8th,  the  20th  Bom- 
bardment Squadron,  2nd  Bombardment  Group, 
reinforced  "by  one  airplane  from  the  49th 
Bombardment  Squadron,  conducted  a Joint 
Training  Exercise  with  the  Navy.  It  was 
similar  to  past  exercises,  in  that  a de- 
stroyer towed  a sled  target  which  simu- 
lated a Carrier.  In  this  problem  the 
target  ship  was  required  to  remain  with- 
in 100  miles  of  the  shore,  and  hence  the 
navigation  was  extremely  simple  and  it 
was  almost  possible  to  fly  out  to  the  re- 
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Langley  Field,  • The  trip  to  Santa  Monica 
was  made  by  rail,  and  the  new  ships 
were  flown  back  without  mishap. 

oOo— 

TILETIPE  INSTRUCTION  FOR  WEATHER  MEN 

During  the  latter  part  of  November, 
two  men  from  the  Post  Weather  Office  at 
Randolph  Field,  Texas,  have  been  detail 
ed  to  the  Kelly  Field  Weather  Office  to 
enable  them  to  obtain  experience  in 
handling  a teletype  machine  that  is  on 
the  "long  line."  By  "long  line"  is 
meant  a teletype  machine  which  has  a di- 
rect hook-up  with  the  Department  of 
Commerce  circuit.  Randolph  Field  was 
scheduled  to  go  on  the  long  line  on  the 
first  of  December.  This  meant  addled 
work  and  added  responsibilities  for  the 
men  in  the  office  and,  says  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent,  "it  is  felt  that 
if  they  can  acquire  some  additional 
knowledge  beforehand  they  will  be  more 
able  to  cope  with  this  situation. " 

— -oOo 

Under  Special  Orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment, dated  December  2,  1938,  six 
noncommissioned  officers  of  the  Army 
were  appointed  Warrant  Officers  December 
1,1938;  one  each  from  die  Medical  Corps, 
D.O.L, , Engineer  Corps,  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, Q.M.  Corps  and  Coast  Artillery. 
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THE  AHMUAI.  GHAEITY  AEEAIR  AT -LAH&LEf  EISLD 
By  Horraan  E,  l^oll 


yield  and  mrious  brandies  of 
the  military  service,  manufacturing  con- 
cerns and  merchante  of  the  locality  dis- 

most  educational  ex- 

niD.ttions  ever  held  on  the  Lower  Peninsu- 
Aa  of  Virginia,  when  the  Second  Annual 
Charity  Pair  and  automobile  show  attract- 
ed upwards  of  50,000  enthusiastic  specta- 
tors throughout  the  three-day  event,  De- 
cember 2nd  to  4th,  inclusive. 

A varied  program,  which  by  far  exceed- 
ed_  the  1937  premier,  included  such  cele- 
brities as  Virginia’s  Chief  Executive, 
Governor  James  H.  Price:  Major  General 
Robert  M.  Beck,  personal  representative 
of  the  Honorable  Harry  H.  Woodring,  Sec- 
retary of  War;  Miss  Helen  Jacobs,  inter- 
nationally known  tennis  star;  Allan 
Jones  and  Irene  Hervey,  Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer  star  motion  picture  actors,  as 
well  as  many  other  notables. 

The  first  ^y- of  the  fair  was  desig- 
nated as  "Children's  Day,"  with  every 
Peninsula  school  child  invited  as  a 
guest.  The  second  day  was  Icnown  as 
Governor’s  Day,"  in  honor  of  Governor 
Price,  and  the  third  day  was  called 
"Army  Day." 

General  Beck,  representing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War, ^ who  was  detained  in  the 
nation’s  capital  by  official  business, 
opened  the  gala  three-day  classic  with 
official  recognition  from  the  government 
at  Washington.  Greeted  at  the  main  han- 
gar with  tremendous  applause.  General 
Beck  stated  that  Mr,  Woodring  was  very 
much  interested  in  the  project  and  the 
noble  cause  for  which  it  was  given. 

Governor  Price,  accompanied  by  Adju- 
tant General^ S.  Gardner  Walter  and  other 
members  of  his  military  staff,  arrived 
at  Langley  Pi eld  on  the  morning  of  the 
second  day  of  the  fair  which,  as  before 
stated,  had^been  set  aside  as  "Governor’s 
Day."  In  his  message  of  appreciation 
and  congratulations,  Governor  Price  said 
that  the  second  annual  charity  fair  was 
an^ added  contribution  to  the  great  work 
being  done  and.  that  it  deserved  the 
hearty  support  of  all  Lower  Peninsula. 

During  fne  glittering  display  of 
Cinderella-like  pageantr.y  which  marked 


were  entered  in  the  Baby  Show  on  the 
first  day  of  the  fair.  There  were  five 
classifications  in  all,  with  Albert  P. 
Pearce,  Jr. , four  years  old,  being 
awarded  the  baby  championship  trophy. 

Then  there  was  the  airplane  model 
show,  under  the  management  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Association,  and  the  dog  show, 
sanctioned  by  the.  American  Kennel  Club, 
Both  of-  these  shows  proved  very  success- 
ful. Governor  Price  awarded  the  main 
prizes  in  the  airplane  model  show, while 
Miss  Helen  Hull  Jacobs,  former  national 
women’s  tennis  champion,  attended  the 
canine  show  in  the  capacity  of  a judge, 
exhibitor  and  trophy-presenter  to  the 
owner  of  the  show’s  best  dog. 

• ‘The  exliibits,  displays  and  conces  - 
sions  at  the  fair  represented  practical- 
ly all  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
Tidewater  area.  Displays  from  outstand- 
ing groups  which  faithfully  represented 
this  locality  were  from  the  Air  Corps, 
Port  Monroe,  Army  Aeronautical  Museum, 
Quartermaster  Corps,  Chemical  Warfare 
Service,  Army  Ordnance  Association, 
Medical  Corps,  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  Aeronautics,  Model  Airplane 
Association,  Daily  Press,  Mariners’ 
Museum,  Yorktovm  Restoration,  Hampton 
Institute,  Virginia  Pisheries  Associa- 
tion, Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  and  the 
high  schools.  There  were  also  inter- 
esting displays  by  national  manufactur- 
ing concerns,  such  as  the  Sperry  Gyro- 
scope, Wright  Engine,  United  Aircraft, 
Fairchild  Aerial  Camera,  Kollsman  Instr 
ment,  B.G.  Spark  Plug,  Aviation  Manufac 
tuning,  Goodrich,  DuPont,  Snap-on-Tools 
National  Biscuit,  General  Baking,  Beech- 
nut, Coco  Cola  and  the  A.B.  Dick  Mimeo- 
graph Company. 

'''  ' * ^ ar  was  allotted  for  th- 

39  automobiles  - dis- 
the  leading  firms  of 


the  military  ball,  Virginia's  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive crowned  the  Peninsula’s  most 
precious  and  adorable  queen  - the  beauti- 
ful and  rather  glamorous  Miss  Mary 
Watkins  Ayler,  of  Hilton  Village,  a near- 
by community. 

The  identity  of  the  queen  remained  a 
secret  until  the  night  of  the  Coronation, 
TOen  the  selection  of  the  Junior  Women’ s 
Clubs  of  the  Peninsula  favored  the  lucky 
Miss  Ayler.  The  evening’s  entertainment 
Included  an  elaborate  floor  show,  music 
by  Meyer  Davis  Orchestra  of  Washington, 

D. C.,  with  Hughie  Prince  as  master  of 
ceremonies. 

Babies  from  all  over  Lower  Peninsula 


One  entire  han, 
showing  of  the  1 
plays  by  many  of 
this  locality. 

Special  afternoon  and  evening  feature' 
held  the  spotlight  in  the  main  hangar, 
with  a continuous  musical  and  entertain- 
ment program  being  rendered  by  organiza 
tions  such  as  the  splendid  group  of 
Hampton  Institute  Singers,  Anierican 
Legion  Sand,  Port  Monroe  Coast  Artillery 
Band,  Hampton  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps,  Newport  News  High  School  Band,an( 
a group  of  well  selected  singers,  come- 
dians and  musicians  from  Langley  Field, 
which  was  headed  by  Gene  Tyler,  famous 
master  of  ceremonies  of  the  Peninsula 
Area. 

On  the  last  night  of  the  fair  and  at 
the  sound  of  the  old  familiar  eleven 
o’clock  "Taps,"  the  eight  hangars  no 
longer  bore  their  brilliant  glare  and 
the  sounds  of  laughter,  merriment  and 
gayety  which  prevailed  for  three  short 
days  became  a' memory  cf;  a successful 
event  which  evidenced  a spirit  of  co- 
operation and  appreciation  by  all, 
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THE  WHEELER  HELD  NAVIGATION  SCHOOL 
By  2nd  Lieut.  George  S.  Brewer,  A.C. 


A course  of  instruction  in  Dead  Reckon- 
ing and  Celestial  Navigation  was  recent- 
ly con^^leted  in  the  18th  Pursuit  Group, 
Wheeler  Eield,  T.H.  Lieut.  Leighton  I. 
Davis  was  the  instructor,  and  the  stu- 
dents were  Lieuts.  C.D.  Vincent,  R. H. 
Carmichael  and  R.E.  Warren. 

The  course  was  quite  comprehensive, 
consisting  of  Lotn  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical exercises.  It  covered  a period  of 
three  months  and  kept  all  four  officers 
quite  busy.  Navigation  training  flights 
were  made  to  all  the  islands  of  the 
Hav/aiian  Group,  and  the  students  "became 
quite  proficient  in  hitting  the  light- 
houses on  the  nose  (without  peeping, they 
claim).  On  one  trip  to  Hawaii,  Lieut. 
Earl  E.  Bates  was  pilot  of  the  OA-3  and 
Lieut.  Vincent  was  the  navigator. 

A'bout  ten  miles  from  Hilo  , on  the  re- 
turn trip,  one  motor  grew  'tired  of  it 
all  and  decided  to  quit.  With  the  skill- 
ful navigation  of  Lieut.  Vincent  (and 
very  capa'ble  flying  hy  Lieut.  Bates)  a 
successful  landing  was  made  in  Plilo 
Har"bor.,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  na- 
tives who  were  watching  from  the  pier. 
After  yelling  lustily  but  vainly  for  a 
boat,  the  rubber  life  raft  was  unlimber- 
ed and  a successful,  if  damp,  trip  to 
shore  was  made. 

The  course  wound  up  with  an  all-day  r 
mission,  running  a "landfall  problem" 
on  Diamond  Head.  The  students'  ability 
to  "shoot  the  sun"  from  an  airplane  was 
put  to  the  acid  test  in  this  problem. 

All  three  came  within  the  allowable 
limits,  two  hitting  within  four  miles  of 
the  objective. 

Diplomas  of  proficiency  were  given  to 
the  students  at  the  end  of  the  course, 
and  the  Group  now  has  three  more  full- 
fledged  navigators. 

-■ — oOo 

ENGINEERS'  TO  STRESS  NATIONAL  DEEENSE  , 

. 

During  the  cowse  of  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Automotive  Engin- 
eers, Inc. , to  be  held  at  the  Book- 
Cadillac  Hotel,  Detroit,  Mich.,  January 
9th  to  13th,  next,  a day  will  "be  devot- 
ed to  natibnal  defense,  when  key  men  in 
the  nation' s armed  forces,  including  the 
Quartermaster  General,  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, the  Chief  of  .the  Air  Corps,  and 
the  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Aeronautics  of  the  Navy  Department  will 
be  guest  speakers. 

Civil  and  ?/ell  as  military  aeronautic- 
al problems  will  be  attacked  in.  the  five 
aircraft  and  aircraft-engine  sessions 
scheduled  during  the  meeting, 

- — pOo 

War  Department  orders  relieving  Colonel 
Byron  Q.  Jones  from  duty  as  instructor  at 
the  Army  War  College  and  assigning  him  to 
Panama  Canal  Dept,  have  been  revoked.  > 


BORN  TWENTY  YEARS  TOO  LATE 
- Anonymous  - 


A new  and  hovel  thing  they  called 
a BC  ©ne  was  rolled  into 
our  hangar  yesterday  and  I knew 
I'd  hafta  fly  the  bloomin',  thing 
pretty  soon 

so  I Bed  I'll  just  look  this 
fella  over  and  see 
what  mnkies  it  tick  ■ 
so  I sneaked  a peek  inside 
and  was  araased 

that  cockpit  looked  just  like 
the-  window  of  a-  pawn  shop 
I was  wont  to  frequent  ; ■ 

year'-;  ago 

in  Mnose  dim  days  my  P twelve 
sitting  yonder 

was  a new  and  vicious  weapon 

and  men  had  called  it 

the  ultimate  word 

it  was  flown  most  accurately 

however 

from  the  seat  of  the  britches 
and  one  had  time  now  and  then  to 
glance  about  him  for  the  enemy 
sitting  there 

surrounded  by  these  new  and  hostile 
glassy  faces 

and  with  forty  tech  orders 
in  my  lap 

I v/ondered  if  they  hadn' t overdone 

this  thing  a little 

so  I asked  the  crew  chief 

if  we  couldn't  get  along  without 

just  one  row  of.  things  and  handles 

"but  he  said 

no  they  m.ight  come  in  handy  some  day 

but  I still  was  dubious  about 

one  or  two  manor  items 

I got  out  very  gently  so 

as  not  to  break  anj^thing 

and  my  years  weighed  down  upon  me 

as  I walked  over  and  patted 

my  unsophisticated  little  P twelve 

on  its  unsophisticated 

little  tail' 

All  the  way  home  I wondered  if 
I wouldn'.t  have  been  a hot 
war  pilot. 

— oOo • . . 

44TK  RECONNAISSANCE  SQUADRON  IN  CAlvIP 

The  44th  Reconnaissance  Squadron,  sta- 
tioned at  Albrook  Eield,  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  encamped  at  Rio  Hato,  Republic  of 
Panama,  on  December  1st  for  three  v/eeks 
of  gunnery  and  field  maneuvers.  This 
year's  camp  marks  the  first  use  of  the 
B-18  airplane,  recently  added  to  the 
Squadron's  equipment  in  the  field  in 
Panama.  It  is  hot  known  definitely 
when  more  of  the  nev/  Bombers  will 
arrive. 

. , oOo 

.Major  Aubrey  Hornsby,  Air  Corps,  who 
has  been  holding  a temporary  commission 
in  that  grade,  was  promoted  to  the  per- 
manent grade  of  Major,  December  1,1938. 
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ACTIVITIES  AT  PRIMARY  FLYING  SCHOOL,  RANIXDLPH  FIELD 


Almost  300  trees  are  "being  planted  at 
Randolph.  Field  "by  the  Provost  Marshal’s 
office,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut. 

R.  Heher..  These  trees  are  replacing 
those  .vhich  have  died  since  the  original 
landscaping  project  and,  in  addition, 
will  serve  to  complete  the  plan  eventu- 
ally to  have  all-  tree-"bordered  roadways 
at  the  Primary  Flying  School.  Ligustrums 
are  "being  used  principally  for  this  work, 
310  of  them  being  planted.  In  addition, 
66  Arizona  Ash  trees  and  six  Weeping 
Willows  are  being  used. 


Randolph  Field  played  host  to  136  vis- 
iting pilots  in  106  airplanes  during  the 
month  of  November,  a survey  of  Opera- 
tions Office  records  reveals.  A total 
of  18  Air  Corps  stations  was  represented 
by  the  visitors,  who  arrived  in  17  dif- 
ferent type  planes.  The  BC-l,type  was 
almost  displaced  from  first  place  as  the 
most  popular  visitor,  the  score  for  the 
month  showing  that  21  BC-l’s  and  21 
B-18’s  dropped  in  for  service  or  for  an 
overnight  stop  during  the  month.  The 
A-17’s,  mostly  from  near'by  Barksdale 
Field,  were  in  second  place,  20  of  them 
visiting  the  Primary  Flying  School  dur- 
ing the  last  thirty  days. 


Having  recently  returned  from  the 
Thanksgiving  holidays,  the  Flying  Cadets 
are  now  looking  forward  to  the  Christmas 
holidays.  Most  of  them  will  be  able  to 
go  home  for  Christmas,  that  is,  if  their 
pay  will  last  until  the  end  of  December. 
The  Christmas  holidays  will  last  a'bout 
eleven  days. 


For  the  first  time  in  the  memory  of  a 
Flying  Cadet,  black  wool  socks  are  being 
worn.  Always  on  the  lookout  for  some- 
thing to  improve  their  appearance  and 
comfort,  it  was  decided  to  dye  the  natu- 
ral color  wool  socks,  as  now  issued. 

This  was  done  through  a local  San  Anto- 
nio laundry.  The  results  were  pleasing, 
and  no  more  will  a Plying  Cadet  be  timid 
about  sitting  down  in  the  "best  of  com- 
pany. 


Starting  with  the  next  issue  of  the 
Air  Corps  News  Letter  and  continuing  in- 
termittently for  an  indefinite  period, 
portions  of  a "Dictionary"  of  Flying 
Cadet  "phraseology"  will  be  furnished, 
"It  is  believed,"  says  the  News  Letter 
Correspondent,  "that  many  colorful 
phrases j expressions  and  sayings  have 
been  ora,ginated  in  the  Plying  Cadet  De- 
tachment since  its  inception,  and  that 
this  information  should  be  passed  on  to 
the  Air  Corps  in  general  for  its  ’in- 
formation and  guidance. ’ " 


total  of  97  airplanes  was  serviced  and 
inspected  during, this  period.  This  in- 
cluded one  flight  of  six  B-18’s  from 
Hamilton  Field,  Calif.,  the  bombardiers 
dropping  in  after  a non-stop  navigation 
mission.  They  remained  at  the  "West 
Point  of  the  Air"  fOr  a day  and  then 
returned  to  their  base  on  another  night 
navigation  flight. 

In  the  52nd  School  Squadron,  deer 
hunting  stories  have  "been  the  main 
source  of  conversation  since  the  season 
opened,  and  several  members  of ^ this  or- 
ganisation have  brought  back  big  bucks 
to  back  up  their  stories. 


The  strength  of  the  Plying  Cadet' De- 
tachment has  decreased  somewhat  since 
October  10,  1938.  Class, 39B  was  trans- 
ferred from  "A"  Stage  with  a'  strength 
of  178  Flying  Cadets,  plus  one  "hold 
over."  Up  to  date,  four  have  been  dis- 
qualified, due  to  failure  to  meet  fly- 
ing requirements,  and  have  been  discharg- 
ed.  Nine  others  have  been  disqualified 
and  are  awaiting  discharge. 

Class  39C  started  with  230  Flying 
Cadets,  plus  three  "hold  overs."  Of 
this  number,  18  have  been  disqualified, 
due  to  failure  to  pass  their  jmysical 
examination  given  at  the  School  of  Avia- 
tion at  Randolph  Field.  Thirty-one 
Flying  Cadets  are  awaiting  discharge, 
after  having  been  disqualified  due  to 
failure  to  meet  the  Flying  Department’s 
requirements. 


Recruiting  was  temporarily  suspended 
at  Randolph  Field  on  November  22nd,  when 
the  station  reached  its  authorised 
strength.  A short  time  ago,  the  Primary 
Flying  School  was  authorized  an  increase 
of  250  men.  Being  over-strength  at  the 
time,  a total  of  120  men  were  recruited, 
thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  men 
in  the  command  to  1484, 

The  town  of  Burkburnett,  Texas,  15 
miles  north  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
and  whose  population  is  approximately 
3,000,  has  furnished  nine  men  to 
Randolph  Field  during  the  recent  re- 
cruiting. Five  additional  men  from 
that  town  have  filed  their  applications, 
and  these  are  being  held  awaiting  va- 
cancies. 

"The  exceptionally  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse that  Randolph  Field  has  received 
from  this  one  town  is  an  indication  that 
the  desirability  of  enlistment  at  the 
’West  Point  of  the  Air'  has  spread 
throughout  Texas,  for  Burkburnett  is  in 
the  extreme  northern  tip  of  Texas," 
Lieut.  R,  Heber,  Recruiting  Officer, 
stated. 


Aero  Repair,  11th  Air  Base  Squadron, 
completed  repairs  on  17  airplanes  d'ur- 
ing  the  last  two  weeks  of  November.  A 


Sixteen  members  of  the  53rd  School 
Squadron  were  slated  to  take  the  Air  Me- 
claanics  examination  on  December  5th. 
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EEFRESHER  TRAINING  FOR  RESERVE  OFFICERS 


A RADIO  OPERATOR’S  LMIENT 


Two  groups  of  Air  Corps  Reserve  offi-  , j 
cers  reported  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  for 
a fresher  course  of  instruction  at  the  j 
Air  Corps  Advanced  Flying  School.  Tlie  I 
first  group,  consisting  of  14  Reserve  I 
officers,  reported  on  November  ,25th,  and  i 
the  second  group,  consisting  of  five 
Reserve  officers,  arrived  on  December 
5th.  These  officers  were  assigned  to 
sections  of  the  Air  Corps  Advanced  Fly- 
ing School,  as  follows; 

Bombardment;  2nd  Lieuts.  Fred  M, 

Adams,  Jon  A . Laird,  Charles  Y/. 

Maynard,  Alvin  J.H.  Mueller,  Luther  E. 
Thomas,  Cloyce  J.  Tippett,  Norman  K. 
Warner . 

Ptir suit;  2nd  Lieuts.  William  C. 
Armstrong,  James  0.  Beck\7ith,  Jr., 

Walter  L.  Hawkins,  Joseph  C.  Mackey, 

Lewis  M.  Sanders. 

Attack;  2nd  Lieuts.  Lawrence.  R. 
Gibboney,  William  W.  Holmes,  Robert  J.  | 
Koster,  Charles  J.  Langmack, . Eugene 
McCurdy,  Claude  A.  0’ Quinn,  Frederick 
H.  Postal. 

It  is  expected  that  these  refresher 
students  will  complete  their  course  in 
approximately  seven  weeks  and  be  ordered  ! 
to  extended  active  duty  with  tactical  [ 

units  of  the  Air  Corps.  i 

— oOO' I 

NEW  ARMY  PLANES  AT  MAXWELL  FIELD  ! 

i 

Several  of  the  Army  Air  Corps’  trim-  | 
mest  and  most  deadly  airplanes  dropped  | 
in  briefly  yesterday  (December  6thj  at  ! 
Maxwell  Field  for  inspection  by  students  j 
and  instructors  of  the  Air  Corps  Tactic-  : 
al  School  and  visiting  students  and  in-  j 
structors  of  the  Infantry  School  at  Fort  i 
Benning,  Ga.  j 

_0f  major  interest,  perhaps,  was  the  j 
Air  Corps’  only  B-15,  a huge  all-metal  j 
bombing  plane,  with  four  super  powerful 
motors,  from  Langley  Field,'*’ Va.  Tlie  big 
ship,  a monoplane,  returned  to  its  home 
"base  about  two  hours  following  its  land- 
ing at  Maxwell  Field. 

Other  visiting  ships,  most  of  them 
from  Barksdale  Field,  La. , included  a 
B-17,  one  of  the  13  four-engine  bombing 
planes  already  delivered  to  the  Air 
Corps^under  present  contracts;  a B-18, 
a P-36  Pursuit  ship,  an  A-18  twin-attack 
plane,  and  one  of  the  new  A-17A’ s, attack  | 
ship  with  single  motor.  j 

Maxwell  Field  yesterday  v/as  host  to  j 

the  "Refresher  Class"  of  Fort  Benning,  j 
as  well  as  a number  of  instructors  of  [ 

that  post.  Besides  inspection  of  the  j 

latest  type  airplanes,  the  program  in-  j 
eluded  a tour  of  the  Tactical  School,  ad-j 
dresses  on  various  phases  of  work  done  ! 
there,  and  demonstrations  in  military 
tactics. 

- Montgomery  ADVERTISER.  j 


When  the  goings  getting  tough. 

And  the  calls  are  coming  in. 

You’re  pounding  on  your  "typewriter 
Till  your  fingers  hurt  like  sin. 

Your  log  sheet  starts  to  slipping 
And  your  alert  sheet  can’ t be  found. 

You  holler  for  the  weather 
For  the  ceiling’s  coming  down. 

That’s  when  the  phone  starts  ringing, 

Some  Woman  wants  to  know 
If  her  husband  went  to  Hensley, 

If  riot,  where  did  he  go?. 

That's  when  your  eyes  start  specking. 

And  your  mind  begins  to  jump. 

You  start  to  writing  words  wrong, 

And  vrxjr  head  begins  to  thump.  , 

That’s  the  time  you  start  to  wishing 
For  a shovel  or  a hoe, 

And  you  say.  Dear  God,  just  give  me 
Any  job,  but  Radio. 

oOo- — 

AITOTKER  VERSION  OF  A POPULAR  SONG 
With  due  apologies  to  the  author 

A tisket,  a basket, 

A blue  and  yellow  casket, 

I took  8.  flight  to  Maxwell  Field 
And  on  the  way  I lost  it. 

I lost  it,  I lost  it. 

Yes,  on  the  way  I lost  it, 

I passed  the  cone  of  silence 
And  never  knew  I crossed  it. 

The  clouds  and  fogs  were  dovm  below. 

My  gas  supply  was  running  low. 

So  I stalled  her  down  thru,  down  and 

down, 

And  darn  near  ran  into  the  ground.- 
I landed,  I landed, 

Yes,  on  my  back  I landed, 

And  if  I fly  like  that  again, 

I knoY^  that  I shall  die. 

oOo 

COIvIPUTATlON  OF  WIND  VELOCITIES 

It  has  long  been  known  that  wind  velo- 
cities recorded  at  Randolph  Field,  TexA'' 
have  been  higher  than  those  of  neighbor-^ 
ing  stations..  Tlie  Assistant  Post 
Weather  Officer,  Lieut.  T.S.  Moorman, 
conducted  a series  of  tests  with  the 
hand  anemometer  at  the  standard  level  of 
six  meters  above  the  surface.  He  assumed 
that  the  cause  of  the  high  readings  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  anemometer  was 
located  197  feet  above  the  surface  on 
top  of  the  Administration  Building.  Re- 
sults from  his  series  of  tests  proves 
tliat  his  hssuimption  was  quite  correct. 

It  was  found  that  the  wind  at  six  meters 
above  the  surface  was  only  7/10  as  high 
as  that  recorded  from  the  anemometer  on 
top  of  the  building.  Since  using  this 
correction  it  is  found  that  Randolph 
Field' s wind  speed  conforms  more  nearly 
to  surrounding  reports. 
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HUNTING  HORSE”  OLP  INDIAN  SCOUT  LOOKS  OVER  THE 
UP  - TO  - DATE  SCOUT  “ NORTH  AMERICAN  O “ 47A 


AGED  INDIALT  SCOUT  INSPECTS  MODERN  SCOUT  PLANE 


Post  Field,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. , was  honu: 
ored  on  Saturday,  November  19th,  by  tLe 
visit  of  Chief  Hunting  Horse  (Tsain-’ 
Tonkee)  of  the  Kiowa  Indians,  accon5)ani- 
ed  by  Mr.  Albert  Cody,  also  a Kiowa/  who 
acted  as  interpreter. 

Chief  Hunting  Horse  went  on  his  first 
raid  against  the  "ViJhites"  in  July,  1874, 
near  Quannah,  Texas.  Less  than  a year 
later  ne  v/as  acting  as  an  Indian  scout 
with,  the  Seventh  Cavalry  at  Fort  Sill,. 
Oklahoma,  He  was  with  the  group  which 
persuaded  the  rest  of  the  Kiowa  Indians 
to  surrender  to  Colonel  Davidson  at  Fort 
Sill,  one  of  the  important  outposts  in- 
the  Southwest  at  that  time.  , Chief  Hunt- 
ing Horse  is  a pensioned  Indian  Scout, 
and  was  decorated  with  an  Indian  War 
Medal.  He  is  91  years  old  and  still 
lives  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Sill, close 
to  Mount  Scott,  Oklahoma, 

Chief  Hunting  Horse  inspected  one  of 
the  new  0-47A  airplanes  assigned  to . 


Flight  /*C’'  of  the  12th  Observation 
Squadron,  both  inside  and  out.  He  seem- 
ed in^ressed  with  our  modern  means  of 
scouting  (i.e, , Aerial  Reconnaissance)' 
as  compared  with  the  method  'used  during 
his  active  service  of  sending  out  indi- 
vidual scouts  on  horseback. 

"We  were  pleased  to  have  the  Chief  anc 
his  friend  accept  Lieut.  Colonel  D.B. 
Howard’ s invitation  to  visit  Post  Field, 
declarea  the  News  Letter  Correspondent, 
"and  hope  he  will  return  every  few 
’moons.’'  As  a memento  of  this  visit  and 
.as  a record  of  future  historical  inter- 
est, ■'he.  Chief  was  photographed  standing 
’ to  head’  of  the  0-4 7A  airplane  and  its 
975  ’horses.'  ’ " . 

■ The- Nev/s  Letter  Correspondent  submit- 
ted a copy  of  this  photograph  for  pub- 
lication, and  a .reproduction  thereof 
appears  on  the  opposite  page. 
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RECORD  NUMBER  OF  SOLOS  AT  "WEST  POINT  OF  THE  AIR" 


Another  record  in  student  training  has  ; 
been  established  at  the  Primary  Flying 
School  at  Randolph  Field,  Texas.  Atotal 
of  270  student  pilots  have  soloed  out  of. 
335-  students  who  started  training  on  the:. 
Primary  S+age  on  October  24th,  the  per- 
centage being  almost  78.  ' 

This  is  a record  number  of  solos  for  a 
winter  class,  which  is  usually  hankered 
by  frequent  interruptions  in  training 
due  to  inclement  weather.  This  class, 
both  on  the  Primary  and  Basic  stages, 
was  blessed  with  unusually  fine  flying 
weather.  Aside  from  an  official  holiday, 
Thanksgiving j only  four  hours  were  lost 
from  the  training  schedule  because  of 
weather  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  No- 
vember. 

But  accompanying  the  dry  spell  came 
dust,  dust  and  more  dust,  until  the  out- 
lying airdromes  were  at  times  obscured. 

On  the  Primary  side  of  the  field,  in- 
structors and  students  alike  return  to 
the  home  airdrome  after  a "solo  stage," 
begrimed  and  ready  for  a shower  after  an 
hour  of  battling  the  dust  clouds. 

All  of  south  Texas  is  suffering  from 
the  extreme  lack  of  rain,  and  the  San 
Antonio  Weather  Bureau  reported. that  the 
six  months  ending  November  30th  consti- 
tuted the  driest  period  in- the  history 
of  the  bureau. 

The  Basic  Stage  reports  that  the:  train- 
ing is  slightly  ahead  of  schedule,  due 
also  to  the  fine  weather.  Instrument 
flight  training  and  night  flying  are 
both  well  under  way.  The  average  flying 
time'  for  the  Basic-  students  as- of  Decem- 
ber 1st  was  32:22,  of  which  19:35  hours 
were  solo  and  the  remainder  d'ual. 

Two  officers,  recent  arrivals,  have 


been  assigned  to  the  Basic  Stage.  Cap- 
tain J.T.  Sprague,  who  has  had  several 
years’  experience  at  the  Training  Cen- 
ter, is  assuming  command  of  "A"  Flight/- 
and  Lieut..,  H.F.  Miller,  instructor  for 
the  past  two  years  on  the  Basic  Stage, 
was  transferred  to  the  Grotuid  School 
Department. 

A new  Link  Trainer  of  an  improved 
•,typ.e  has  been  installed  in  "B"  Flight, 
on  the  Basic  Stage,  replacing  one  of 
che  earlier  models  of  the  instrument 
training  machine.  "Many  favorable 
comments  have  been  heard  on  the  per- 
formance, on  the  new  trainer,"  the  News 
Letter  Correspondent  declares.  "It 
flies  almost  like  an  airplane,"  is  the 
usual  comment." 

oOo 

SHIFT  IN  COMLIAND  AT  MAXWELL  FIELD 

Another  shifting  in  command  at  Maxwell 
Field,-  Ala.  , which  divides  responsibili- 
ties between  Colonels  John  H.  Pirie  and 
Millard  F.  Harmon  was  recently  announced 
at  that  station. 

Under  the  new  order,  effective. immedi- 
ately, Colonel  Pirie  will  serve  as  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  post,  v/hile 
Colonel  Harmon  will  be  Commandant  of, 
the  Air  Corps  Tactical  School.  Tlie  re- 
vised order  places  the  responsibility 
for  the  .operation  of  the  Tactical  School 
upon  Colonel  Harmon,  and  restores 
Colonel  Pirie  to  the  general  command  of 
the  post,  still  enabling  him  to  devote 
the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
important  Air  Corps  Board,  of  which  he 
is  the  •'head.  Lieut,  Colonel  Wilson  will 
continue  as  Assistant  Commandant. 


I^USTRUCTORS 

By  R r a n k 


ARE  HUMAN 

Lamb  e r t 


Ed.  Note;  The  very  interesting  article 
under  the  above  heading  appeared  in  the 
November  15th  issue  of  the  SPORTSLIAN 
PILOT,  and  is  reprinted  by  special  per- 
mission of  the  editor  of  this  magazine. 


The  March  issue  carried  ah  article  en- 
titled "Those  III II,  I* * I Instruc- 

tors (and  Doctors)."  The  article  was  a 
protest  against  "hard-boiled"  instruc- 
tors and  flight  surgeons  and  a severe 
criticism  of  our  Service  flying  schools 
and  of  their  systems  of  selecting  and 
eliminating  students. 

These  schools  are  certainly  not  above 
criticism  and  the  systems  thej'’  employ 
are  far  from  perfect,  but  the  severity 
of  the  author^ s disapproval  is  hardly 
justified  by  the  facts.  His  suggestions 
are  worthy  of  consideration  but  their 
adoption  would  seriously  disrupt  the 
present  high  morale  of  our  military  air 
forces.  His  comments  are  interesting 
and  stimulating  but  they  are  based  upon 
misconceptions  which  are  shared  by  a 
great  many  people  otherwise  well-inform- 
ed about  aviation. 

The  old,  old  story  that  most  military 
flying  instructors  are  "hard-boiled" 
seems  to  be  just  as  persistent  in  the 
flying  world  as  the  similar  idea  that 
all  pilots  are  dare-devils  is  persistent 
elsewhere.  The  tough,  sarcastic,  explos 
ive  instructor  is  one  of  the  grand  old 
traditions  of  flying  and  in  some  respects!  much  and  insisted  he  was  the  best  in'- 


been-  the  first  to  find  it  out,  and  to 
find  out  the  "conscienceless"  instruc- 
tors as  well. 

Instructors  are  chosen  as  carefully  as 
possible  but,  of  course,  some  are  bless- 
ed with  more  endurance  and  patience  than 
others.  I remember  one  who  was  so  tol- 
erant and  reticent  that  I was  constantly 
I worried  for  fear  he  had  lost  all  inter- 
I est  in  my  efforts.  Some  students  do 
1 somevdiat  better  under  an  instructor  who 
is  always  critical  and  demanding,  others 
under  one  who  is  easy-going  and  -optimis- 
tic. Student .assignments  are  also  made 
carefully,  in  an  effort  to  match  person- 
i alities.  An  apt  student  can  learn  from 
I any  good  instructor,  but  border-line 
cases  are  sometimes  shifted  even  without 
their  asking  it,  whe-n  it  is  believed 
that  a change  might  be  of  some  benefit. 
Students  know  that  they  may  reg^uest  a 
change  of  instructors  at  any  time,  for 
no  other  reason  than  a "personality  ' 
clashj"  but  such  requests  are  rare. 

Admittedly,  there  have  been  occasional 
instructors  of  the  "hard-boiled"  type 
our  author  describes.  But  I do  not  see 
how  they  could  have  done  any  great  dam- 
age. Several  years  ago  I attended  the 
flying  school  which  he  criticizes  so  se- 
verely and  I had  an  instructor  who  ex- 
pressed his  displeasure  frequently  and 
effectively.  Another  student  of  his, 
whom  I knew  very  well,  liked  him  very 


it  is  too  bad  that  this  picturesque  in- 
dividual has  gone  with  the  winds  ""of 
progress  in  military  flying  as  well  as 
commercial. 

Some  very  influential  men  have  made 


structor  in  the  scnool.  But  I was  not 
doing  particularly  brilliant  work  and  I 
thought  he  wasted  too  much  time  telling 
me  about  it,  so  I requested  a change.  It 
was  readily  granted.  As  it  happened, 


careful  psychological  studies  of  the  pro-j  that  instructor  was  soon  relieved  from 


cesses  of  instriicting  students.  The  con 
elusions  these  men  reached,  as  well  as 
the  accumulation  of  experience,  became 
effective  several  years  ago  in  convert- 
ing or  eliminating  those  few  instructors 
who  believed  there  was  any  value  in  bul- 
lying or  intimidating  stude'nts.  In  com- 


L-j  instructing  and  eventually  left  the  ser- 
1 vice.  He  is  now  instructing  commercial- 
ly. Since  that  time  I have  known  scores 
of  instructors,  but  none  cf  them  have 
been  as  "tongh"  as  the  one  just  mention- 
ed. 

Cursing  or  intimidating  a student, 


mercial  flying,  of  course,  practical  con-l  which  our  author  seems  to  think  is  so 


siderations  long  ago  rendered  this  prac- 
tice very  obsolete.  Tlie  same  is  true 
in  military  aviation,  except  that  the 
practical  influence  there  proved  to  be 
"efficiency,"  which  is  the  military 
watchword. 

A commercial  instructor's  ability  can 
be  judged  by  his  success  with  students, 
and  a military  instructor’ s efficiency 
must  be  measured  in  the  same  way.  Any 
instructor  whose  students  consistently 
failed  to  make  progress,  because  he  was 
"hard-boiled"  or  for  any  other  reason, 
would  soon  be  on  the  carpet.  The  in- 
structors have  supervisors,  too,  and  if 
it  were  true  that  " a large  proportion 
of  these  'bust-outs’  can  be  traced  back 
to  some  inconsiderate,  conscienceless 
instructor"  those  supervisors  would  have 
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common,  is  a serious  military  offense, 
and  I can  hardly  conceive  of  an  officer 
risking  a blight  on  his  career  to  in- 
dulge in  it  unless  the  circumstances 
were  -unus-oal  and  so  serious  as  to  de- 
stroy his  self-control.  There  are,  of 
course,  students  who  are  inclined  to  be 
"bull-headed,"  and  I have  seen  such  stu- 
dents insist  upon  doing  things  so  dan- 
gerous to  themselves  and  others  that 
complete  speechlessness  was  the  only 
guarantee  against  a verbal  explosion. 
Instructors  are  even  required  not  to  de- 
monstrate difficult  maneuvers  or  acro- 
batics to  any  student  until  he  has  had  a 
specified  number  of  hours,  just  to  avoid 
the  possibility  that  such  maneuvers 
would  frighten  or  discourage  him. 

Furthermore,  no  student  is  ever  flunked 
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merely  "because' he  flies  poorly  on  one 
check  ride,  A careful  record  is  kept  of 
his  grades  from  day  to  day.  If  .it  were 
true  that  ”he  may  he  dropped  at  any  one 
•f  twenty -five  stages  or  checks"  not  one 
in  twenty,  would  ever  finish.  It  takes  a 
severe  and  protracted  "slun^"  to  elimin- 
ate any  student  who  has  ever  shown  pro- 
mise. The  check  rides  are  not  for  the 
purpose  of  eliminating  students,  hut  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  when  they  are 
ready  for  the  next  stage  of  instruction. 
Since  the  check  pilot  is  a veteran  in- 
structor himself,  he  may  he  able  to  help 
the  student  in  some  way.  I am  still 
grateful  to  a check  pilot  who,  at  his 
own  insistence,  rode  with  me  several 
days  in  succession  and  finally  pulled' me 
through  a phase  which  had  been  difficult 
for  me. 

At  the  school  which  is  the  targe^t  for 
most  of  the  criticism,  no  student  is 
ever  dropped  until  at  least  three  people, 
his  instructor  and  two  check  pilots,  are 
convinced  that  he  will  not  achieve  the 
standard  of  proficiency  required  of  a 
military  pilot.  If  he  can ‘succeed  in 
convincing  any  one  of  the  three  that  he 
even  has  possibilities,  he  is  given  ano- 
ther chance.  Some  students  require  a 
great  deal  more  time  and  effort  than 
others,  hut  they  are  seldom,  if  ever, 
given  up  as  long  as  they  can  show  any 
definite  progress  as  the  result  of  in- 
struction. 

After  all,  instructors  and  check  pilots 
are  human.  If  you  have  ever- seen  the 
despair  and  defeat  in  the  face  of  some 
kid  who  sii^ly  fails  to  "catch-on"  to 
chandelles  or  lazy-eights,  you  know  that 
there  cannot  he  very  many  instructors 
who  would  get  a kick  out  of  telling  him  ! 


I do  not  know  that  this ^ is  true,  hut  it 
is  a reasonable  assumption. 

It  is  a proven  fact,  however,  that _ a 
student  who  is  particularly  slow  during 
one  phase  of  instruction  will  almost  in- 
variably get  even  further  behind  on  the 
next  phase.  It  is  well  known  that  many 
borderline  cases  have  been  given  the  ben- 
efit of  the  doubt  and  allowed  to  finish. 

I know  that  this  is  true  because  I have 
flown  with  some  of  them,  barely  missed 
collisions  with  them  in  formation,  and 
watched  them  tie  up  tactical  maneuvers 
time  after  time.  In  active  service  thesr 
fellows  form  that  small  percentage  ■which 
makes  most  of  the  mistakes]  Would  it  be 
wise  to  increase  their  number? 

It  is  true  that  almost  anyone  can  learn 
to  fly.  It  is  not  true  that  almost  any- 
one who  flies  can  become  a military 
pilot.  A great  many  people,  however, 
seem  to  think  so,  and  the  wide  accept- 
ance of  this  fallacy  is  difficult  to  ex- 
plain. A brief  consideration  of  the 
facts  will  demonstrate  that  the  idea  is 
wholly  erroneous  and  that  it  is  still 
interfering  with  the  public’s  under- 
standing and  acceptance  of  commercial 
and  private  flying. 

Some  day  most  people  who  consider 
them.selves  informed  on  aviation  will 
come  to  understand  that  students  are  not 
"washed-out"  of  military  flying  schools 
because  they  can  not  learn  to  fly.  Most 
of  them  can  and  a great  many  of  them  do 
learn  to  fly,  fairly  well.  They  are 
washed  out  because  the^  appear,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  unaole  to  reach  the 
high  standard  of  proficiency  at  certain 
kinds  of  flying  which  our  air  force  re- 
quires. 

That  standard  can  be  lowered,  it  is 


that  his  case  is  hopeless.  The  necessity!  true.  And  there  are  forces  seeking  to 


of  eliminating  students  is  one  of  the 
most  painful  things  about  instructing. 
Most  of  the  pleasure  comes  from  getting 
students  through.  Human  nature  being 
what  it  is,  it  stands  to  reason  that  a 
great  deal  more  time  and  money  is  wasted 
in  trying  to  improve  poor  students  than 
in  discarding  or  frightening  away  good 
ones. 

Sven  among  those  students  who  succeed 
in  graduating  there  are  wide  differences 
of  ability.  The  school  demands  only 
that  the  student  reach  a certain  minimum 
standard  before  he  is  sent  to  a tactical 


lower  it  which  are  constantly  active. 

But  it  is  well  known  to  veterans  in  the 
Service  that  when  (and  if)  it  is  lowered 
the  accident  rate  will  rapidly  increase, 
and  efficiency  and  morale  will  go  d«wn. 
Hecently  the  mere  rumor  that  this. stand- 
ard had  been  or  would  be  lowered  in  the 
interests  of  rapid  expansion  caused  con- 
siderable apprehension  among  tactical 
units,  and  a temporary  disturbance  of 
morale  which  could  be  noted  even  among 
the  enlisted  mechanics. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  participation 
in  the  V/orld  War  the  selective  system 


squadron,  where  his  real  military  train-  i for  military  pilots  had  not  been  worked 


ing  begins.  Whether  or  not  that  stand- 
ard is  too  high  or  too  low  can  only  be 
judged  by  the  records  the  graduates  make 
in  actual  service,  and  no  one  is  better 
qualified  to  make  that  judgment  than  the 
directors  of  the  school,  who  have  them- 
selves seen  many  years  of  tactical  duty. 
Decisions  on  borderline  cases  can  not 
always  be  right,  and  no  doubt  students 
have  been  eliminated  who  might  eventual- 
ly have  become  satisfactory  military 
pilots  after  a considerable  further  ex- 
penditure of  public  funds  and  equipment. 
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out  and  for  a long  time  poor  pilots  and 
even  unfit  pilots  w.ere  subjected  to  the 
overwhelming  nervous  strain  of  aerial 
combat.  The  final  check  pilot  in  those 
days  was  Death.  His  minimum  standard 
was  not  high,  but  it  was  inflexible,  and 
he  rode  most  often  when  the  enemy  was 
not  even  in  sight. 

At  the  present  time  the  Hoyal  Air 
Force,  faced  with  a desperate  situation, 
has  sacrificed  efficiency  for  rapid  ex- 
pansion to  such  an  extent  that  their  re- 
cent accident  rate  is  appalling.  The 
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Chinese  are,  in  a similar  difficulty.  Re- 
cently -a  pilot  of  my  acq^iaintance  quit 
his  work  with  a Chinese  'f  lying  school 
and  came  home  in  ’disgust.  He  explained 
the  disappointing,  showing  made  by  the  ' 
Chine  se  airmen  by  the  f act  that  the  it*  , 
school,  which  was  once,  modeled  strictly 
after  our.  own  army  school,  had  rapidly 
degenerated  after  the  Japan-enforced  de- 
parture of  , its  American  erganizer  and 
advisor  and  that  its  standards  had  been 
forced  down  to  the  point  where  anyone  who 
could  take  a plane  off , .fly  It  around 
and  land  it  ’safely  was  considered  a mil- 
itary pilot.  He  said  he  and  the  other 
American  instructors  had  tried  to  persu- 
ade the  Cliinese  authorities  , to’ revive 
the  system ^ of  checks  and  minim’um  stand- 
ards for  military  flyers,  particularly 
after  they  received  a shipment  of  .ten 
new  Martin  bombers.  But  the  Chinese 
philosophically  refused  to  'discourse 
their  pilots  in  this  manner,  and  within 
a few  months  all  the  bombers  had  been 
damaged  beyond  repair. 

••  Vmy  is  it  so  difficult  to  understand 
that  military  flying  is  very  different 
from-  other  kinds  of  flying?  Military 
flying  itself  has  developed  so  many  tech- 
nical details  that  even  the  military 
pilots  have  had  to  give  up  trying  to  be 
proficieht  at  all  branches  of  it.  In 
pursuit  aviation  it  is  just  as  important 
to  be  able  ’to  fire  a machine  gun  accu- 
rately as  it  is  to  fly  well.  One  abili- 
ty is  practically  worthless  without  the 
other.  But  the  mere  ability  to  shoot 
does  not  make  a good  combat  pilot,  nor 
doesthe  mere  ability  to  fly.  It  is 
foolish  to  .remind  ourselves  that  the 
ability  to  -fly  is  not  a great  deal  iriore 
difficult  to  acquire  than  the  ability  to 
drive  a car  and  then  to  assume  that 
every  pilot  is  a potential  military 
pilot.  Are  all  automobile  drivers  good 
prospects  for  the  mechanized'  cavalry? 

* Military  pilots  are  supposed  to  be  of- 


pilot  shoul.d  be  able  subco.nsciously  ..to 
.f o,f ce  his’  plane,  to  its,  ;ma'ximum  perform- 
ance in 'any'  situation  and'. never  try  tp 
force  it  ’beypnd,  that  maximum,  .He  mus't 
be  able  .to  do ' this,  while  maneuvering  with 
his  eyes  glued  'to  a gun-sight,  while  he 
is  blacked  out  in  a pull-out  or  turn,  or 
while  all  «»f  his  attention  is.  required 
for  watching  or  'locating  a possible  enerq 
or  target.  He  .must  be  able  to'  fly  for 
hours  so  close -to  other  planes  that  they 
could  always  collide  in  a second,  and 
then  be  in  top  shape  for  difficult  man- 
euvers or  a .tight  formation  landing  at 
the  end  of  ’the  flight.! 

Most  men  can  lear’h- to  fly  ’ safely  under 
ordinary  circumstances  in  about  25  ho’urs 
Military  schools  give  their  pilots  at 
leasb  150  before  they  are  graduated.  Is 
it  supposed  that  they  spend  all  of  that 
time  learning  to  fly?  Many  students 
know  how  to  fly' reasonably  well  to, begin 
with,  and  quite  often  they  are  the  ones 
who  have  the  most  trouble.  I wish  that 
some  of  the  people  who  are  so  anxious  to 
change  pur  system  of  military  instruc- 
tion could  ride  with  and  try  to.  improve 
a student  who  has  been  taught  how  to 
take-off’  in  some.,  easily -flown  airplane, 
skid  it  around  .and  land  it  smoothly..  He 
thinks  he  can  fly,,  and  he  can,  for  all 
practical  purposes  when  there  is  plenty 
of  time  and  plenty  of  room.  Bu’t ’he’ can 
not  fly  for  military  purposes.  It  re- 
quires hours  and  hours  of  instruction, 
far  more  than  v/ould  be,  required  to 'start 
from  scratch,  merely  to  correct  the 
slight  .’habitual  errors  in  technique  which 
'become  very  important  when  you  consider 
that  they  would  be  extremely  dangerous 
in  .even  the  most  loosely -flown  formation, 
j Many  students,  some  of  them  with  pre- 
j’  vious  flying  experience,  get  along  fair- 
I'ly  well  as  long  .’as  they  have  at  least  a 
I small  portion  of  the  air  or  the  landing 
1 field  to  themselves.  But  when  other 
planes  crowd  them-  or  block  their  intend- 


ficers  and  to  possess,  both  on  the  ground;  ed  landing  path  they  become  tense  and 
and’ in  the  air,  _ those  qualities  for  lead-|  anxious  and  conseq'dently  less  sensitive 


ership,  initiative  and ''self-reliance  ex- 
pected of  officers  in  any  branch  of  the 
Service.  ^It  was  never  assumed  that  the 
mere  ability  to  ride  a horse  made  a man 
a cavalry  officer,  or  that  ability  to 
handle  a sailboat  in  a breeze  made  a man 
a sea  captain.  Any  pilot  who  can  take' a 
plane  off,  find  his  way  from  one  place 
to  another  and  land  it  safely  will  get' 
along  well  enough  when  left  to  his  own’ 
devices,  provided  he  has  sense  enough  to 
stay  out  of  very  bad  weather  and  refrain 
from- attempting  stunts  or  maneuvers  be.- 
yond  his  ability  and  training  which  are, 
for  his^purposes,  entirely  useless. 

A military  pilot  is  not  left  to  his 
own  devices.  Merely  to  fly  around  is 
for  him  just  a pleasant  pastime  or  an 
opportunity  to  rest  between  difficult 
tasks.  Rlyingmust  for  him  be  so ’easy 
and  so_ automatic  that  he  need  not  think 
The  ability  to  fly  serves  no 
military  p’urpOse  in  itself.  A 'military. 


to  the  movements  of-.their  own  planes. 
This  is  a na’tural  tendency  and  is  to  be 
expected  in  the  beginning,  bu’t  the  mi,li- 
tary  pilot  must  overcome  it  quickly  and 
completely.  The -.private  or  commercial 
pilot  should  be  worried  and  disturbed  by 
the  presence  of  other  planes  so  that  he 
will  give  them  plenty  of  room.  But  rail- 
.itary  traffic  is  usually  hea’vy,  so 
heavy  that  the  pilot  who  cannot  readily 
become  accustomed  to  being  crowded  and 
"jostled"  does  not  belong  in  if.  ' Tlie 
individualist  who  must  ’work  things  out 
alone  may  be  a great  genius,  and  a great 
pilot,  but  he  is  not  a military,  pilot. 

There  are  other  personal  and  mental 
characteristics  which  may  be  neither 
"good!' -nor  "bad"  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances but  which  would  seriously  hinder 
a military .pilot.  Tor  the  protection 
both;- of  the  individual-  and  of  the  Ser- . 
vice  .t^ese  things  should  be  . discovered 
at  the  outset  whenever  they  exist  and 
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the  flight  stirgeon  is  charged  with  this 
iiripleasant  responsibility.  This  fact  ac- 
counts for  the  "psychological"  and  "hy- 
percritical" portions  of  his  examination 
which  seems  so  unnecessary  to  many  people 
who  know  a great  deal  less  about  psycho- 
logy than  the  flight  surgeon,  and  a 
great  deal  less  about  the  peculiar  re- 
quirements of  military  flying  than  those 
TOO  prescribed  the  tests. 

This  applies  to  the  physical  require- 
ments as  well.  Despite  rumors  to  the 
contrary,  these  retirements  have  not 
greatly  changed.  It  is  possible  that 
the  recent  sudden  expansion  may  have 
caused  a few  persons  to  be  given  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  concerning  some  mi- 
nor disqualification  but  some  of  these 
will  have  to  be  eliminated  later,  Flight 
surgeons  are  not  authorized  to  "lay  aside 
material  for  a rainy  day,"  or  to  "keep 
in  touch"  with  disqualified  candidates, 
or  to  try  to  soothe  their  disappoint- 
ments. They  are  often  overworked  by  the 
duties  they  are  required  to  perform  and 
they  are  required  to  conduct  a thorough 
examination,  not  to  engage  in  a "pleas- 
ant interview. " 

Flight  surgeons  are  military  men  and 
they  work  with  others  who  are,  or  desire 
to  be,  in  the  same  category.  Consequently 
they  are  supposed  to  dispense  facts,  not 
sympathy.  Bad  news  is  alv/ays  unpopular 
and  I suppose  anyone  who  is  failing  to 
pass  an  examination  finds  it  an  ordeal. 
But  the  idea  that  flight  surgeons'of ten 
go  out  of  their  r/ay  to  make  enemies  is  a 
strange  one.  In  the  course  of  a few 
years  I have  "endured"  more  than  twenty 
detailed  examinations  by  various  flight 
surgeons  all  over  the  country  and  I know 
of  none  who  are  "overbearing,  domineer- 
ing, cynical,  insulting"  or  who  could 
qualify  under  any  one  of  that  remarkable 
collection  of  adjectives.  liVhenever  I 
had  trouble  with  some  portion  of  the  ex- 
amination I was  unhappy,  even  miserable, 
and  I wished  that  I could  blame  the  s^jr- 
geon.  But  after  watching  a great  number 
of  others  go  through  the  same  thing  I 
can  understand  that  a strict,  impersonal 
fairness  to  all  is  the  only  policy  that 
can  succeed.  Few  of  my  examiners,  even 
when  I knew  them  personally,  ever  wasted 
many  words  either  of  synpathy  or  encour- 
agement. But  those  sensitive  souls  who 
object  to  brief  and  business-like  methods 


it  or  not"  stories  of  rare  individuals 
who  have  succeeded  at  certain  kinds  of 
flying  prove  nothing.  Here  again  great 
damage  is  done  to  private  aviation  by 
the  confusion,  which  often  appears  deli- 
berate, between  ordinary  requirements 
and  present-day  military  requirements.  I 
might  have  enjoyed  trying  to  follow 
Wiley  Post  as  he  found  his  way  around 
the  world  with  one  eye  and  Harold  Catty, 
but  I certainly  would  not  have  enjoyed 
flying  on  his  blind  side  in  a close  for- 
mation. 

The  requirements  for  military  flyers 
have  been  in  force  for  more  than  twenty 
years  and  they  are  not  more  rigid  today 
than  they  were  in  the  beginning  of  their 
application.  Certainly  we  should  know 
by  now  that  those  requirements  do  not 
call  for  "a  superior  specimen  - physical 
ly,  mentally,  and  psychologically  per- 
fect. " They  demand  only  that  the  indi- 
vidual be  normal  in  certain  respects 
which  would  prove  important  to  him  in 
military  work.  Every  one  of  those  re- 
quirements is  worked  out  for  a normal, 
healthy  individual,  and  not  for  a super- 
ior one! 

Is  that  such  a startling  fact?  Eye- 
sight, for  instance.,  must  be  20/20, which 
is  normal  and  not  perfect.  Many  eyes 
are  20/15  and  better,  but  that  is  super- 
ior vision  and  is  not  required.  The 
same  is  true  of  everything  else.  And 
even  with  things  which  can  be  numerical- 
ly measured,  such  as.  heart  and  pulse  ac- 
tion and  blood  pressure,  a very  wide 
latitude  is  allowed. 

The  fact  that  certain  peculiarities 
are  very  common  does  not  change  the  fact 
that  they  are  handicaps  in  military  fly- 
ing. Astigmatism  is  widespread,  but  it 
is  not  normal  and  its  disadvantages  v/ill 
increase  with  age.  And  it  is  true  that 
what  might  be  called  a "superior"  sense 
of  balance,  resulting  from  a highly  sen- 
sitive inner  ear,  is  inevitably  disqual- 
ifying because  the  individual  possessing 
it  reacts  too  strongly  to  slight  changes 
of  altitude  and  direction.  It  is  a fact 
v/ell  knov/n  to  medical  science  that  few 
individuals  are  normal  in  every  respect, 
and  it  is  true  that  a large  majority  are 
not  normal  even  in  those  respects  which 
are  important  to  military  aviation.  Many 
applicants  who  are  accepted  have  various 
things  "wrong"  with  .them  along  lines 


should  not  contemplate  entering  the  mili-.  which  are  not  important.  Fortunately 


tary  service. 

In  any  governmental  activity  it  is  j 
only  with  the  greatest  difficulty ■ that  ; 
standards  which  rule  out  the  majority  can; 
be  maintained.  Those  who  try  to  maintain  ; 
such  standards  would  frequently  like  to  ; 
make  exceptions  and  sometimes  strong  ! 
pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  j 
force  them  to  do  so.  But  it  is  an  obvi-  i 


for  a great  many,  .such  things  as  poor 
digestions,  falling  hair  and  crooked 
noses  do  not  greatly  matter. 

In  his  informative  book  Flying  Vistas, 
Dr.  Isaac  H.  Jones  explains  why  the 
qualifications  desirable  in  service 
pilots  are  not  those  which  may  be  found 
in  a majority  of  individuals. 

"There  is  a great  difference  between 


ous  fact  that  the  success  of  such  efforts,!  the  requirements  of  military  aviation 
eiUier  to  reduce  the  requirements  or  to  j and  of  private  and  commercial  aviation, 
interfere  with  their  application,  would  i The  reasons  for  the  difference  in  the 
be  detrimental  and  unfair.  In  the  case  i requirements  of  a war  pilot  and  those  of 
01  the  physical  requirements,  "believe  ja  private  or  commercial  pilot  are  sen- 
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sitle.  The  military  aTiator  . is  j 

selected  to  he  better  than  his  -enemy.  : 

The  student  pilot  or  the  private  pilot,  I 
of  commereial,  aviation  to'toy  is  not  plan-j 
ning  to  fight  anybody.  He  is  like  the  i 
average  youth  who  can  play  football  or  i 
tennis.  But  the  military  aviator  .is  I 
like  the -member  of  the  'varsity’  f®ot~  1 
ball  team,  or  the  tennis  champion  - one  i 
who  can  defeat  his  opponents.'*'  ..  1 

This  is  not  to  imply,  of  course,  that 
military  pilots  are  the  “best^pilots. 

There  are  too  many  kinds  of  flying  today 
to  permit  any  such  single  and  arbitrary 
comparisons,  but  even  if  there  were  such 
a tiling  as  "pure  flying  ability"  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  those  who  pos- 
sessed it  would  necessarily  be  attracted 
into  the  Services'.  Commercial  aviation 
uses  good  men  too,  and  private  pilots 
may  develop,  their  skill  as  they  choose. 
But  the- military  pilot  should  certainly 
be  better  at  the  kind  of  work  he  is  ex- 
pected to  do  - work  in  which  mere  flying 
technique  sometimes  plays  a small  tho.ugh 
important ■ part. 

Whenever  any  pilot,  military  or  other- 
wise, gets  the  Idea  that  he  belongs  to' 

"a  race  apart"  he  naturally  becomes  the 
laughing  stock  of  his  own  comrades.  Mil- 
itary pilots  are  specialists,  just  as 
airline  pilots,  test  pilots,  racing 
pilots  and  stnnt  flyers  are  specialiste. 
There  are  bo  many  aspects  of  military 
flight  that  it  is  divided  into  several 
sub-specialties,  each  of  which  has  come 
to  require  special  training  and  talent, 
so  that  no  one  man  can  attain  a high 
proficiency  in  all  of  them,  ijid  each 
Service  pilot  must  therefore  learn  as  he 
accnmulates  experience,  that  other  flying 
gpecialiste  are  far  better  in  their 
fields  than  he  would  be,  and  in  many 
cases  better  than  he  could  ever  hope  to 
be. 

But  he  is  proud  of  his  job,  of  its 
strict  requirements  and  .its  difficulties, 
of  its  limitless  opportunities  for  prog- 
ress and  improvement.  ■ He  could  certain- 
ly not  be  proud  of  it  if  it  were  true 
that  almost  any  one  who  tries  may  become 
successful  at  it*  It  has  been  said  that 
graduates  of  military  flying  schools  are 
inclined  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
about  half  the  students  who  enter  those 
schools  are 'unable  to  complete  the 
course.  Certainly!  And  why  shouldn’t 
they  be?  The  college  I attended  has  a 
reputation  for  graduating  a similar  per- 


centage, and  I am  proud  of  it.  The 
tough  time  I had  getting  through  wns 
worth  the  effort  because  I felt  I was 
achieving  something  not  supposed  to  be 
easy.  The  standing  of  any  school,  pro- 
fessional or  otherwise,  is  based- largely 
upon  strict' and  unconpromisingr-: entrance 
and  graduation  requirements. 

The  distinction  which  a military  fly- 
ing school^ confers  upon  its  successful 
graduates  is  a mere  by-product  of  a lar- 
ger pnrpose,  and  there  is  no  necessity 
for  maintaining  artificial  standards  to 


create  it.  Suchka,  school  is  run  princi- 
pally by  officers'  who  remain  there  only 
for  a short  portion  of  their  careers  and 
who  are  interested  not  bo  much  in  the 
school  'itself  as  in  the  efficiency  of 
its  graduates.  At  times  when  expansion 
is  desired  there-  is  undoubtedly  strong 
sentiments  from  some  sources  in  favor  of 
sacrificing  quality  for  quantity  produc- 
tion, even  when  there  is  no  apparent  ne- 
cessity for  such  -a  policy  and  when  it 
would  be 'sure  to  cause  trouble  later. 

Even  if  a crisis  should  arise  there 
are  methods  of  getting'  more  pilots  train- 
ed which  would  prove  far  less  costly  in 
the  long  run  than  "letting  down  the  bars" 
and  destroying  .the  present  high  standard 
of  efficiency,  which  has  been  achieved  by 
twenty  years  of  selective  effort.  A for- 
mation in  the  air  can  never  out-maneuver 
its  own-  weakest  members.  And  the  finest 
equipment  is  wasted  on  pilots  who  are 
,npt  capable  of^  exploiting  its  every  ad- 
vantage. Furthermore,  the  .success  of  an 
air  force  must  depend  upon  the  determin- 
ed aggressiveness  of  the  individual  . " I 
pilot,  so  it  would  seem  foolish  to  fill 
an  air  force  with  men  who  were  attracted 
into  it  by  having  everything  made  easier 
for  them. 

Just  what  kind  of  a man  is  a military 
pilot  supposed  to  be,  anyway?  Suppose 
that  a great  many  instructors  were  actu- 
ally "tough  guys,"  which  they  are  not, 
being  normal  individuals  with  human  sym- 
pathies who  can  ?/ell  remember  their  own 
first  e^eriences  of  a few  years  back 
(and  whicli  they  would  not  be  allowed  to 
be,  after  all,-  since  the  schools  have 
for  years  been  trying  to  graduate  as  ' 
many  good  students  as  possible).  Suppose 
it  were  actually  true  that  most  of  the 
washouts  were  frightened  by  their  in- 
structors and  that  the  number  of  gradu- 
ates could  be  greatly  increased  just  by^ 
making  everything  nice  and  easy  for 
everybody.  HWiat  kind  of  an  air  force 
would  we  have  in  a few  years?  Would  fel- 
lows who  were  frightened  out  of  their 
wits  when  they  rode  with  a check  pilot 
be  expected  to  roam  the  ekies  in  search 
of  somebody  to  swap  50-calibre  bullets 
with  them? 

As  to  the  traces  of  a kind  of  military 
"hazing"  which  may  still  persist  at  the 
Armjr  school,  I must  confess  that  I 
"submitted"  to  the  "indignities"  several 
years  ago  when  they  really  amounted  to 
something,  and  that  the  whole  business 
was  not  a great  deal  more  annoying  than 
the  personalties  of  the  few  individuals 
who  sometimes  tried  to  overdo  it.  I took 
little  part  in  it  as  an  upperclassman, 
but  I could  see  the  explanation  and  the 
reasons  for  its  existence.  And  the  hy- 
pothetical type  of  fellows  who  would  say 
"Shucks,  fellows... we  came  here  to  learn 
to  fly  and  we  haven*  t time  for  that  sort 
of  stuff"  would  perhaps  need  some  kind 
of  informal  initiation  most  of  all.  A 
military  flying  school  does  not  exist 
for  the  purpose  of  merely  teaching  f el- 
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lows  to  fly.  They  can  learn  that  any- 
where, at  any  crossroads  airport,  for  a 
few  dollars.  A military  school  must 
change  them  into  mili.tary  officers  and 
airmen.  Tlie- change  is  a difficulty  one 
for  some  types  of  personality  and  it  is 
often  aided  "by  a kind  of  discipline  which 
may  at  the  time  seem  almost  ridiculous. 

To  an  outsider,  certain  phases  of  mili- 
tary discipline  and  ceremony  may  look 
like  childish  horseplay.  Mayhe  some  of 
it  is  silly-.  War  is  silly  too,  hut  some- 
times it  may' he  necessary  and  .certainly 
very  real.  I am  afraid  our  author's  se- 
rious-minded model  student  scarcely  has 
the  spirit  which  the  nation  expects  in 
its  defenders.  I can  imagine  him  callirg 
an  enemy  pilot  on  the  radio:  "Shucks, 
fellow,  I haven*  t time  for  this  childish 
scrapping,  I came  up  here  to  perfect  my 


flying  technioue. " Let’s  not  kid  our- 


It 


selves  about  the  purpose  of  an  array, 
exists  not  for  show  or  parades  or  for 
the  education  of  the  public  in  flying  or 
anything  else.  It  should  he  concerned 
not  with  making  itself  attractive  or 
with  making  converts  into  its  own  ranks, 
hut  to  train  itself  for  a difficult  and 
terrible  job.  Satisfaction  in  its  work 
should  come  largely  from  its  ability  to 
do  a distasteful  job  well,  better  than 
anyone  else,  and  get  it  over  with.  I can 
not  conceive  of  a war  in  the  air  being 
won  by  men  who  have  to  be  "made  to  feel 
at  home"  and  "put  at  their  epse"  repeat- 
edly just  to  get  them  through  a flying 
school. 

Plying  is  no.t  "nine-tenths  self-confi- 
dence." It  would  be  more  correct  to  say 
that  flying  is  one-tenth  self-confidence. 

Any  student  with  nine  times  as  much  con- 
fidence as  ability  would  be  dangerous 
to  everybody.  The  poorest  students  are 
often  completely  unconscious  of  their 
faults,  and  derive  a grand  and  pathetic 
self-confidence  from  the  very  thing  that 
makes  them  hopeless  as  military  pilots  - 
the _ fact  that  they  are  insensitive  to 
their  own  errors,  A timid,  hesitant  stu- 
dent who  has.  enough  persistence  to  feel 

his  way  through  things  will  eventually  ^ ^ ^ 

learn  and  his  ability  will  bring  him  con-'  make  the  heavy  grade  at  flying  school  is 
fidence.  And  the  students  who  learn  most!  a reflection  upon  his  flying  ability, 
rapidly  are  those  who  are  actually  better!  Many  washouts  of  the  more  stubborn  type 


and  the  instructor  expresses  his  dis- 
pleasure. Perhaps  it  is  a relief  for_ 
him  to  hear  just  how  rotten  his  v/ork  is 
and  get  the  matter  over  with. 

■ The  great  temptation  is  for  the  in- 
structor to  accept  slipshod  work  as_ 

"good  enough."  Instructing  is  a tiring 
and  difficult  job,  so  why  should  an  in- 
structor want  to  make  it  a disagreeable 
one  as  well  by  creating  an  atmosphere  of 
hostility  between  himself  and  his  stu- 
dent? . It  stands  to  reason  that  he  is  far 
more  likely  to  become  too  friendly  and 
agreeable  and  to  let  small  errors  slide 
instead  of  pointing  them  out  repeatedly. 

The  course  of  least  resistance  is  al- 
ways in  the  direction  of  a gradi^l  relax- 
ing.of  high  standards,  of  changing  de- 
mands to  fit  the  easiest  source -of  supply 
rather  than  finding  means  to  make  the 
supply  fit  the  demand, of  sacrificing  the 
future  effectiveness  of  an  organization 
for  the  immediate  desires  and  ambitions 
of  individuals.  To  those  who  have  -re- 
sisted this  tendency  in  the  yast  we  owe 
much  of  the  present  internationally  hig"''  ■ 
rating  of  the  American  military,  pilot.  _ I 
any  selective  system  eliminations  are  in 
evitable,  and  the  Service  schools  are  re 
peatedly  explaining  that  failure  to  com- 
plete their  course  is  no  reflection  upon 
the  character  or  the  ability  of  the  indi- 
vidual, but  they, can  hardly  be  expected 
to  assume  the  responsibility  for  satisfy- 
ing' the  ambitions  of  every  American  you 
youth. 

Eliminations  from  the  school  may  or 
may  not  prove  to  be  unfortunate  for  the 
individual  concerned, but  anyone  who  de- 
velops an  "inferiority  complex  that  will 
hound  him  the  rest  of  his  life"  merely 
because  he.  failed  to  "make  the  team"  in 
military  flying  is  quite  obviously  the 
type  who  would  not  be  successful  at  any- 
thing which  required  much  persistence 
i and  courage.  A great  many  successful 
j men  began  their  careers  by  flunking  out 
! of  college,  and  flunking  out  of  college 
: is  just  , as  much  a reflection  upon  the 
mentality  of  an  individual  as  failing  to 


than  they  think  they  are. 

ho  instructor  worthy  of  the  name  will 
deliberately  do  things  that  iirpede  his 
students'  progress.  Each  student  is  a 
different  problem.  One  works  better 
when  he  is  praised  and  encouraged,  ano- 
ther will  "put  out"  only  when  stung  by 
sharp  criticism.  If  successful  instruct- 
ing were  merely  a matter  of  patting  a 
student  on  the  back  and  telling  him  how 
easy  it  all  is,  it  would  be  a cinch.  It 
is^a  proven  fact  that  when  all  else  has 
failed,  a student's  work  will  sometimes 
improve  after  he  has  been  spoken  to  se- 
verely.. Perhaps  he  likes  his  instructor 
and  becomes  more  and  more  tense  from  try- 
ing not  to  displease  him  so  that  he  actu- 
ally relaxes  after  the  inevitable  happens 


have  become  successful  in  other  fields 
of  aviation  as  a result  of  their  efforts 
to  prove  themselves  and  others  that  they 
could  learn  to  fly  well. 

Some  twenty  years  have  passed  since  thf 
7i/o'rld  War, and  private  and  commercial avii 
tion  have  come  of  age.  They  have  outgrCi-T 
war  planes  and  war  pilots,  and  they  need 
no  longer  be  dependent  upon  military 
schools, or  upon  military  designs  and  sre 
cifications  either  in  equipment  or  in 
pilots.  In  keeping  withthe  progress  o: 
aviation  as  a whole, its  specialties  grow 
more, and  more  diverse  and  each  has  its 
own  ipurposes,  its  oto  methods,  and  its  own 
requirements.  Further  progress  is  aided 
not  when  these  differences  are  compromised 
and  obscured,  but  when  they  are  recogniz- 
ed and  encouraged. 
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The  death  of  Lieat.  Colonel  John  Q-. 
Colgan.Air  Corps,  on  ITovember  19,  1938, 
at  the  Letterraan  General  Hospital,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  removed  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Air  Corps  an  able  officer 
and  a veteran  Array  pilot,  who.  was  among 
the  first  of  the  American  flyers  to  see 
service  in  France  during  the  World  War. 

Colonel  Colgan  was  born  December  31, 
1888,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  After  gradu- 
ating from  high  school,  he  attended  both 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  the 
Michigan  Agricultural  College.  Prior  to 
his  entry  into  the  Military  Service,  he 
was  en5)loyed  as  a civil  engineer  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  a year, and 
thereafter  for  one  and  one-half  years  he 
was  engaged  in  scientific  agriculture. 

He  entered  the  military  service  as  a 
Private  in  the  Aviation  Section,  Signal 
Enlisted  Reserve  Corps,  on  December  30, 

1916,  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to 
Sergeant.  After  undergoing  training  at 
the  Curtiss  Flying  School  at  Newport 
Hews,  ¥a. , he  qualified  as  a Reserve 
Military  Aviator  on  March  16,  1917;  was 
commissioned  a first  lieutenant  in  the 
Aviation  Section,  Signal  Officers’  Re- 
serve Corps,  April  25,  1917,  apd  was  as- 
signed to  active  duty  with  . the  1st  Aero 
Squadron  at  Columbus,  Hew  Mexico. 

Ordered  to  duty  overseas  in  August, 

1917,  Colonel  Colgan  completed  training 
on  the  Hieuport  airplane  at  Avord, France, 
and  on  October  15,  1917,  was. assigned  to 
Amanty,  France,  on  piloting  duty.  Later 
he  was  attached  to  the  First  Corps  Fly- 
ing School  where,  until  March  30,  1918, 
he  performed  the  duties  of  instructor  in 
aerial  observation,  reconnaissance, 
aerial  photography  and  artillery  reglage. 
He  was  then  once  more  assigned  to  the 
1st  Aero  Squadron  for  duty  at  the  front, 
with  station  at  Ourche,  France.  He  un- 
dertook the  most  hazardous  missions  and 
performed  them  successfully.  . In  the 
Chateau  Thierry,  St.  Mihiel  and  the 
Argonne  offensives,  he  participated  with 
his  squadron  as  flight  commander,  and 
for _ his  bravery  and  devotion  to  duty 
during  these  front  lines  operations  he 
was  promoted  to  Captain,  October  29, 

1918, 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States, 
Colonel  Colgan  served  for  brief  periods 
at  Mitchel  and  Hazelhurst  Fields,  L. I,, 
New  York,  and  from  January,  1920,  to 
October , 1920,  he  served  as  flight  com- 
mander with  the  12th  Observation  Squad- 
ron along  the  Mexican  Border,  with  sta- 
tion at  Douglas,  Arizona. 

Transferred  to  Kelly  Field,  Texas, 
where  he  took  advanced  Pursuit  training 
with  the  First  Pursuit  Group,  he  was, 
upon  the  completion  of  this  training, 
assigned  as  a student  at  the  Field  Offi- 
cers' School  at  Langley  Field,  Va.  Fol- 
lowing his  graduation  from  this  school, 
he  was  assigned,  to  the  Air  Depot  at 


Fairfield,  Ohio,  October  8,  1922,  and 
served  with  the  88thv Observation,  Squad- 
ron for  a period  of  nearly  five  years 
in  various  capacities,  such  as  Opera- 
tions Officer,  Commanding  Officer  and 
Engineering  Officer.  On  August  12, 

1927.  he  was  assigned  to- duty  as  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Lunken  Field,  Gin-  . 
cinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  served  for  a 
period  of  five  years. 

Transferred  to  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. , 
September  1,  1932,-  Colonel  Colgan  serv- 
ed at  that  station  as  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  5th  Observation  Squadron  until 
Janu :=.ty  18,-  1934.  His  next  assignment 
was  in  the  Philippines,  where  he  served 
as  Purchasing  and  Contracting.  Officer  a-’’ 
the  Philippine  Air  Depot  until  July  2, 
193.5,  111  health,  from  which  he  did  not 

subsequently  fully  recover,  necessitated 
his  relief  from  foreign  service,  and  af- 
ter a period  of  nearly  three  months  at 
the  Letterman  General  Hospital,  he  was, 
on  October  6,  1935,  assigned  to  station 
at  March  Field,  Calif. , where  he  per- 
formed duty  with  the  17 th  Attack  Group 
as  Commanding  Officer,  then  as  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  95.th  Attack  Squadron 
and  as  Group  E>:change  Officer,  and  Group 
Auditor  with  Headquarters,  17th  Attack 
Group, 

Colonel  Colgan  was  promoted  to  the 
grade  of  Major  on  July  1,  1933,  and- to 
Lieut.  Colonel  (temporary)  on  August  26, 
1936. 

On  November  13th,  at  approximately 
7;30  p.m.  , two  well-liked  officers  of 
the  27th  I3ivision  Aviation,  New  York 
National  Guard,  Captain  Ray  Worral 
Krout  and  1st  Lieut.  Lansing  Colton 
Holden,  met  their  death  in  an  airplane 
accident  near  Nashville,'  Tenn.  Funeral 
services  for  Captain  Krout  were  held  at 
Paterson,  N. J. , and  for  Lieut.  Holden 
at  St.  Bartholomew’ s Chapel,  New  York 
City.  The  passing  of  these  two  officers 
Y/as  a great  loss  to  the  102nd  Observa- 
tion Squadron. 

Captain  Krout  was  born  in  Newark, 

N.J.~,  July  23,  1895,  He  attended  ele- 
mentary and  high  schools  in  Newark, _ 

N. J, , entering  Columbia  University  in 
19i5.  In  August,- 1917,  he  entered  the 
Curtiss  Airplane  Conpany  at  Buffalo, 

N.Y. , as  Civilian  Inspector  for  the 
Aviation  Sectionj  Signal  Corps,  inspect- 
ing airplanes  being  manufactured  by^' 
that  company  for  the  U. S,  Governmei 

In  September,  1917,  he  enlisted  ih 
the  Aviation  Section,  Signal  Cork's,  as 
a Flying  Cadet,  and  was  assignee  to 
the  School  of  Military  Aeronautics, 
Princeton  University,  as  a student  of 
military  aviation.  On  February  11, 

1918,  he  was  commissioned  a second 
lieutenant,  and  he  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice throughout  the  World  War  overseas 
with  the  135th  Aero  Squadron.  He  was  : 
3-  V-7922,  A.C. 


oratly  discharged  from  the  service  on 
20  1919 

jn  April  4*  1929,  Captain  Krout  appli- 
and  was  commissioned  a second  lieuten- 
4 in  the  27th  Division  Aviation,  Uew 
Me  National  Guard,  He  was  placed  in 
mmand  of  the  102nd  Photo  Section.  On 
.ly  26,  1930,  he  was  promoted  to  first 
eutenant.  He  was  later  reassigned  to 
102nd  Observation  Squadron  as  Arma- 
t Officer.  He  was  promoted  to  Cap- 
n,  June  25,  1938. 


ieut.  Holden  was  horn  in  New  York 
y,  October  8,  1896.  He  attended  ele- 
tary  and  high  school  in  his  native 
jY  and  then  entered  Princeton  Univer- 
. :y.  At  the  age  of  21,  and  while  a 
student  at  Princeton,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Aviation  Section,  Signal  Corps,  as  a 
Plying  Cadet,  June  28,  1917.  He  was 
commissioned  a 1st  Lieutenant,  Aviation 
Section,  Signal  Corps,  March  28,  1918, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the_ 
service  on  March  31,  1919.  During  this 
eriod,  Lieut.  Holden  spent  approximate- 
y 18  months  overseas  with  the  service. 

He  was  the  flight  commander  of  the  95th 
Aero  Squadron,  and  was  credited  with 
bringing  down  eight  German  airplanes, 
thereby  gaining  the  unofficial  title  of 
"Ace."  Por  his  distinguished  service 
overseas,  he  was  awarded  the  Distinguish- 
ed Service  Cross,  with  Oak  Leaf;  the 
L~''’on  of  Honor  Medal,  and  the  Croix  de 
•re  with  palm. 

mediately  following  his  honorable 
aischarge  from  the  military  service, 
Lieut.  Holden  volunteered  his  services 
with  the  Spanish  army  to  subdue  the 
Riffs  in  Spanish  Morocco.  He  was  one  of 
fi^e  first  two  recipients  of  the  Medal 
the  Moroccan  Peace  for  unusual  ser- 
e in  this  war. 

-ving  been  discharged  from  the 
lish  army,  he  returned  to  the  United 
es  and  reentered  Princeton  Univer- 
Later  he  entered  Harvard  Univer- 
and  he  received  his  Architect  de- 
In  1924.  On  Pebruary  5,  1926,  he 
ted  in  the  101st  Cavalry,  Troop 
uadron  "A")  New  York  National 
, serving  as  Private  and  Corporal, 
s discharged  on  January  19,  1929. 
June  27,  1929,  Lieut.  Holden  ap- 
for  and  received  a commission  as 
-d  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Corps, 
..cional  Giiard,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
±02nd  ' bservation  Squadron  as  Assistant 
atrons  Officer.  He  v/as  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  on  June  26,  1930. 

On  f,ept ember  12,  1933,  having  obtained 
a civs.1  assignment  of  highly  technical 
architectural  nature  with  R.K.O.  Studios 
in  California,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
National  Guard  Reserve.  This  civil  as- 
signment kept  him  away  from  the  New  York 
National  Guard  for  a period  of  about 
five  years. 

On  August  5,  1938,  Lieut.  Holden  was 
'^commissioned  in  the  102nd  Observation 


Squadron,  27th  Division  Aviation,  as 
first  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  duty 
as  Assistant  Armament  Officer.  He  was 
very  active  in  this  capacity,  which  was 
in  addition  to  his  duty  as  an  Airplane 
Pilot. 

In  addition  to  the  decorations  previ- 
ously enumerated,  Lieut.  Holden  held 
the  New  York  State  Service  Cross. 


The  Air  Corps  .extends  its  deep  synipa- 
thy  to  the  bereaved  families  of  these 
deceased  officers. 

oOo 

PORMTION  PLYING  IN  PANAM  CAUAL  ZONE 

The  24th  and  29th  Pursuit  Squadrons, 
Albrook  Pield,  Panama  Canal  Zone,  have 
recently  developed  and  are  now  in  the 
process  of  perfecting  a combined  close 
order  parade  formation  to  be  used  on 
the  occasions  of  Uing  Reviews  and  simi- 
lar ceremonies.  The  show  consists  of 
flying  an  oval  track,  any  part  of  which 
would  be  visible  from  the  reviewing 
stand,  with  the  squadrons  forming  in 
varied  drill  formations,  line,  echelon, 
vee  and  mass,  on  each  successive  lap. 
Purely  show  formations  have  been  little 
used  by  the  Pursuit  organizations  in 
Panama  in  recent  years,  the  normal  work- 
ing formation  being  tightened  up  for 
the  purposes  of  aerial  review. 

- — oOo- 

GENERAL  ARNOLD  VISITS  HAMILTON  PIELD 

Major  General  Henry  H.  Arnold,  Chief 
of  the  Air  Corps,  arrived  by  plane  at 
Hamilton  Pield,  Calif, , on  Wednesday, 
December  7th,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  inspection  of  that  Air  Base  and  the 
Air  Depot  at  Sacramento,  Calif.  He 
called  on  Major  General  Bowley,  Command- 
ing General  of  the  Ninth  Corps  Area, 
and  Colonel  Jacob  E.  Pickel,  Air  Office: 
j of  the  9th  Corps  Area. 

According  to  the  Hamilton  Pield  Cor- 
respondent, a "Hatch  Tx*eat"  dinner  was 
served  at  the  Officers'  Club  at  that 
Pield  on  Tliursday  evening,  December 
8th,  with  General  Arnold  as  the  honored 
guest.  The  informal  dinner  and  get- 
together  afforded  officers  and  their 
ladies  an  opportunity  to  meet  General 
Arnold. 

General  Arnold  returned  to  Washington 
from  the  West  Coast  on  December  12th. 

oOo 

BOMBING  PRACTICE  POR  74TH  AT'TACK  SQ'IW. 

Por  the  past  few  weeks,  the  74th  At- 
tack Squadron,  Albrook  Pield,  Panama 
Ca-nal  Zone,  has  been  engaged  in  live 
bombing  and  gunnery  practice,  utilizing 
altuninum  slicks  (bronze  aluminum 
powder)  dropped  on  the  surface  of  Panama 
Bay,  for  targets. 
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